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ECA, World Bank and African Union Commission team up to improve climate
readiness in Africa 

ECA Press Release No. 77/2012

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 23 May 2012 (ECA) - A three-day workshop is underway in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia to seek ways of
strengthening regional capacities to improve the continent’s readiness for climate risks and enhance the resilience of its
development to impacts of climate change as a whole.

Organized by the World Bank in collaboration with the African Union Commission and ECA’s African Climate Policy Centre, the
workshop has brought together some 60 participants representing Regional Economic Communities, River Basin
organizations, Power Pools and a broad range of stakeholders.

Addressing the opening session this morning, Mr. Josué Dioné, Director of the Food Security and Sustainable Development
Division at ECA, called on participants to ensure that the two components of the workshop are strengthened with specific
details and that an effective partnership is established for following up on the outcomes of the encounter.

The components are Climate Vulnerability of Africa’s Infrastructure: A Strategic Regional Approach; and Africa Climate Risk
Management and Green Growth.

Also speaking at the opening session, Mr. Cheikh Dakate, energy expert at the African Union Commission welcomed the
workshop as a right step in the direction charted by the Commission to help Member State better prepare against the impacts
of climate change.

Two experts from The World Bank are leading the technical discussions of the workshop: Messrs. Raffaello Cervigni, Lead
Environmental Economist Regional Coordinator, Climate Change Sustainable Development Sector, Department of
Environment and Natural Resources for Africa Region and Nagaraja Rao Harshadeep, Senior Environmental Specialist, Africa
Region.

At the opening session, Mr. Harshadeep presented the workshop overview, including the objectives, structure and agenda
while Messrs Cervigni and Peter Droogers, consultant at FutureWater made an introduction to a study on Infrastructure and
Climate Change, entitled: Addressing the Climate Vulnerability of Africa’s Infrastructure: A Strategic Regional Approach was
done.

The analysis builds on the data platform already established under the Africa Infrastructure Country Diagnostic (AICD), but with
significant enhancements to assess climate risks and infrastructure investment viability with respect to future uncertainty in
climate outcomes in Africa. 

The study on infrastructure and climate change builds on the Africa Infrastructure Country Diagnostic (AICD, 2010), which was
developed by a partnership including AUC, NEPAD, RECs, AfDB, DFID, PPIAF, AFD, EC, KFW and the World Bank.

It resulted in a comprehensive analysis of the continent’s infrastructure development agenda, including estimates of the
financing required to achieve relevant Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and other standards of service.

The proposed study on climate change would add an explicit climate dimension to AICD, so that it could become possible to
quantify the impacts of climate change on the level and composition of spending needs for network infrastructure in the water,
power pool, and transport sectors in Africa. It will also help to identify approaches to evaluating specific infrastructure

investments in the face of climate uncertainty.

In addition to the study, a proposed Climate Change Risk Management and Green Growth Project (CCRM/GG) is expected to
improve the readiness of regional and national entities in Africa to effectively manage climate risks.  

Partners are hopeful that the project would provide an integrative vehicle for capacity-building and investment readiness to
enable African nations and regional entities to effectively utilize evolving climate financing for climate resilience and low-carbon
growth to provide both climate and development benefits.

A good number of regional agencies working on climate-related fields, regional training institutions, the Government of Japan,
the Global Fund for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR), and other Development Partners are supporting the workshop. 

Related Articles

Leaders warn of diminished
enthusiasm in COPs if Doha
fails (12/6/2012)

Africa’s chief negotiator sets goals for
COP18, says peers’ mastery of key
issues improving(11/29/2012)

ECA boss wants actionable points to guide
African policy makers on negotiations,
development pathways(10/21/2012)

Partners say investment in
climate services is in everyone’s
interest(12/6/2012)

COP 18 opens in Doha, ECA gears up to
support Africa’s participation(11/26/2012)

Statement by Mr. Carlos Lopes at the 10th
EUMETSAT User Forum in Africa(10/2/2012)

ECA report says climate finance
promises not met (12/5/2012)

Participants say CCDA is Africa’s climate
change event of 2012(10/22/2012)

First phase of ACPC workshop series on
meteorological data to cover five African
countries(9/20/2012)

Lead negotiator reveals Africa’s
four-point agenda to salvage
COP18(12/1/2012)

http://www1.uneca.org/PressReleases.aspx
javascript:__doPostBack('dnn$dnnSEARCH$cmdSearch','')
http://www.uneca.org/
http://www.uneca.org/pages/overview
http://www.uneca.org/pages/contacts
http://www.uneca.org/pages/executive-secretary
http://www1.uneca.org/PressReleases.aspx
http://www1.uneca.org/GeneralArticleList/tabid/4819/ArticleDate/2012-05-31/DateType/month/ArticleTypeId/1/Default.aspx
http://www.addtoany.com/share_save#url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww1.uneca.org%2FArticleDetail%2Ftabid%2F3018%2FArticleId%2F1201%2FECA-World-Bank-and-African-Union-Commission-team-up-to-improve-climate-readiness-in-Africa.aspx&title=Article%20-%20ECA%2C%20World%20Bank%20and%20African%20Union%20Commission%20team%20up%20to%20improve%20climate%20readiness%20in%20Africa&description=
http://www1.uneca.org/ArticleDetail/tabid/3018/ArticleId/2420/Leaders-warn-of-diminished-enthusiasm-in-COPs-if-Doha-fails.aspx
http://www1.uneca.org/ArticleDetail/tabid/3018/ArticleId/2401/Africa-s-chief-negotiator-sets-goals-for-COP18-says-peers-mastery-of-key-issues-improving.aspx
http://www1.uneca.org/ArticleDetail/tabid/3018/ArticleId/2185/ECA-boss-wants-actionable-points-to-guide-African-policy-makers-on-negotiations-development-pathways.aspx
http://www1.uneca.org/ArticleDetail/tabid/3018/ArticleId/2418/Partners-say-investment-in-climate-services-is-in-everyone-s-interest.aspx
http://www1.uneca.org/ArticleDetail/tabid/3018/ArticleId/2392/COP-18-opens-in-Doha-ECA-gears-up-to-support-Africa-s-participation.aspx
http://www1.uneca.org/ArticleDetail/tabid/3018/ArticleId/2068/Statement-by-Mr-Carlos-Lopes-at-the-10th-EUMETSAT-User-Forum-in-Africa.aspx
http://www1.uneca.org/ArticleDetail/tabid/3018/ArticleId/2415/ECA-report-says-climate-finance-promises-not-met.aspx
http://www1.uneca.org/ArticleDetail/tabid/3018/ArticleId/2191/Participants-say-CCDA-is-Africa-s-climate-change-event-of-2012.aspx
http://www1.uneca.org/ArticleDetail/tabid/3018/ArticleId/1985/First-phase-of-ACPC-workshop-series-on-meteorological-data-to-cover-five-African-countries.aspx
http://www1.uneca.org/ArticleDetail/tabid/3018/ArticleId/2403/Lead-negotiator-reveals-Africa-s-four-point-agenda-to-salvage-COP18.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/EconomicCommissionforAfrica
https://twitter.com/eca_official
http://www.youtube.com/unecaVideo/

