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ECA Press Release No. 24/2012

Addis Ababa, , 08 March 2012 (ECA) – UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic
Commission for Africa (ECA), Mr Abdoulie Janneh, has assured the Head of State of the Republic of Congo, Mr. Denis Sassou
N’Guesso, of ECA’s solidarity in association with the international community to support the Congolese Government, following
the explosions in Brazzaville early on Sunday 4 march, which killed at least 200 persons. In a letter addressed to the Congolese
Head of State, Mr. Janneh expresses the condolence of all ECA colleagues to Mr. Sassou N’Guesso, the Government of Congo
and the families and friends of victims of the explosions.

“We are confident in the capacity of Congo to handle this difficult situation”, said Mr Janneh, who also used the occasion to
express his gratitude to the Congolese Head of State for the warm welcome accorded to him and his colleagues during an
audience with Mr Sassou N’Guesso on Tuesday 28 February 2012 in Brazzaville. During the audience, both officials discussed
issues relating to the development of energy resources in Central Africa, the forth-coming Rio +20 Summit and general
development issues as well as Congo’s role in the African Development Forum to be held in October on "Governing and
Harnessing Natural Resources for Africa's Development" .

In the letter addressed the Congolese Head of State, ECA’s Executive Secretary also salutes Mr Sassou N’Guesso’s efforts for
the rational management of the vast forest and energy resources of his country in order to put Congo on the rails of sustainable
development and an inclusive socio-economic transformation and for his leadership role in preparing Africa for the Rio +20
Summit.

It should be recalled that during his recent visit to Congo, only days before the Brazzaville explosions, the Executive Secretary of
ECA co-opened the 28th session of the Inter-Governmental Committee of Experts in Central Africa, with a host of Congolese
ministers, where he pledged ECA’s unwavering technical support in the development of the sub region’s huge energy potential.
He also appealed for a massive participation of the sub-region at the 5th joint AU Conference of Ministers of Economy and
Finance and ECA African Conference of Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development billed for Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia from 22 to 27 March 2012 under the theme: “Unleashing Africa’s Potential as a Pole of Global Growth”.
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