
Addis Ababa, 21 November 2013 (ECA) - The 2013 Mutual Review of Development Effectiveness in Africa
(MRDE) report was launched at the African Union Commission in the margins of the 14 th Session of the
Regional Coordination Mechanism for Africa (RCM-Africa) of United Nations agencies and organizations
working in Africa in support of the African Union and the NEPAD programme.

Speaking on the new economic success witnessed in Africa, Mr. Carlos Lopes, Executive Secretary of the
UN Economic Commission for Africa said that this is the right time to investigate new models of
development support and assistance with our partners.

“We need to go beyond the static debate on aid for development and address the means by which Africa
and its partners engage to set development and financing targets,” said Lopes, adding that the relationship
between Africa and its partners can no longer be viewed as a donor-recipient dynamic, but rather “as a
partnership for realizing development goals which benefit Africa as well as the global environment, in
which these specific goals are conceptualized and owned by African States.”

The Executive Secretary said that the MDRE Report identifies the significance of progress made by
African countries while providing a practical tool for leaders and policy makers to track development
efforts; assess performances and indicate priority actions for Africa and its partners in the coming years.

He further noted that the basic premises for a “more inclusive economic growth that can allow African
countries to drastically reduce unemployment, social and spatial inequalities and sustain our current
growth trajectory” would be necessary changes in economic fundamentals and policies.

He recalled the need to celebrate important progresses achieved by African governments in the field of
political governance. He, however, noted that elections-related conflicts and political violence continued to
remain a key source of concern. In this light, he expressed hope that the ECA’s 2013 edition of the African
Governance Report on Elections and Management of Diversity, which is yet to be launched, could provide
an opportunity to reflect on how to further strengthen democracy governance and sound electoral
practices on the continent.
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He also called on African governments to maintain the momentum of political and economic reform and
their collective efforts to bring greater peace and security to the continent among other things and also
encouraged development partners to deepen co-operation in key areas of economic governance, such as
international tax co-operation and tackling illicit capital flows in order to ensure that the progress achieved
thus far is sustained.

Introducing the report, Mr. David Batt, Director, Africa Partnership Forum Group OECD highlighted the
objectives, structure and the importance of this report which is now co-produced annually due to the
remarkable changes taking place within the continent. Speaking on the report’s target audience, he said
that the report is a succinct, two-sided story that is useful to both senior policy makers and Africa’s
development partners.

A presentation summarizing the overall content of the report was delivered by Sam Cho of the
Macroeconomic Policy Division, ECA who extrapolated on the its four areas of interest; Sustainable
Growth, Investing in People, Good Governance and Financing for Development. Underlining some of the
issues faced by Africa within the context of these key areas, he said that “Africa’s merchandise export is
high but African trade is poorly diversified with most of its focus being on oil and mining sector”. He
further noted that the report proposes recommendations to both the African governments and the
development partners on how best to tackle all the issues highlighted in the report. These solutions are
significant to all the vital areas of development including infrastructure, stemming illicit financial flows
and the improvement of the private sector.

The Economic Advisor to the Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Mr.
Newayechristos Gebre-Ab commended the content of the report stating that the areas of interest which it
focused on would duly address the main concerns of Africa and its development partners. “The report is
adequately relevant to both professionals and policy makers,” he said.

Mr. Greg Dory, Ambassador of the United Kingdom to Ethiopia and the African Union also lauded the
ECA and the OECD on the detailed structure of the report, which he said had received a very positive
reaction by the British government. Speaking on a crucial purpose of the report to assess the progress
being made by Africa and its development partners, he said, “this report highlights the areas done well and
puts us under the spotlight where we are lacking”.

 

Note to Editors:

The Mutual Review of Development Effectiveness in Africa (MRDE) is an exercise in mutual
accountability undertaken jointly by the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the Organization
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) following a request of NEPAD Heads of State and
Government in 2003. Its purpose is to assess what has been done by Africa and its development partners
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to deliver commitments in relation to the continent’s development, what results have been achieved, and
what the key future priorities are.

The report also makes the following recommendations:

African governments:

(i) to maintain the momentum of political and economic reform and their collective efforts to bring greater
peace and security to the continent (ii) to deepen the process of regional integration, including in the key
areas of trade and infrastructure (iii) to continue to increase domestic resource mobilization and capitalize
on the opportunities for attracting increased domestic and foreign investment; and (iv) to use these
resources to accelerate progress towards meeting the MDGs;

Development partners:

(i) to deepen co-operation in key areas of economic governance, such as preventing the erosion of tax
bases and tackling illicit capital flows, in order to support Africa’s efforts to increase domestic resource
mobilisation

(ii) to continue to resist protectionist pressures, and re-double efforts to bring the Doha Round to an
ambitious and balanced conclusion whilst also striving for early harvest agreements (iii) to resist pressure
on aid levels, and increase aid to Africa in line with previous commitments; and (iv) to facilitate Africa’s
enhanced participation in any new arrangements for global governance;

The wider international community collectively:

(i) To seize the opportunity of the new Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation to
accelerate progress towards the MDGs by

2015, and

(ii) To work together to build a development agenda beyond 2015 which will promote global prosperity,
reduce poverty and advance social equity and environmental protection.
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