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REFUB LIC OF CONGO (LEOFOLDVlL LE)

OFENING SPEECH OF H. E. FRESIDENT JOSEF H KASA- VUBU
AT THE CONF ERENCE O F CHIEFS OF INDEP ENDENT AFRICAN

ST ATES

ADDIS ABABA , 1.:AY, IH33

Your Majes ty , Mr. Pr esident , Honorable Pr cs toems &0 Dear
Brothers:-

1 hasten to tell you that ener the grave troubles which it has
undergone , the "he art of Africa" is r es uming its r hythm and Is
beginning to beat at an inc reasingly nor-ma! r- ate , Yes , and it Is not
com placency : the Congo has f reed nsett Ir-c m that somber per iod th at
it knew following its accession to Independence , Th is was not only due
to t ribalism . It was due essenllall y to a coali t ion or Core lgn inte rests
which could not bring the ms elves to qlve up ce r tain r egions of our
country , which geolog ists cnen have called the "treasure chest" of
Africa.

At the price of W~iit erto - ts , li t ~he prtce of what sec rtrtces
have we been able to bring orde r to ou r erratrsv Only the pas s ing
or time will perm it us to draw up th is balance-shee t wi th all the
objectivi ty and calm which It r equt rr-s , Rut al r eady we can alflr- m,
wi thou t fear of ccnrrudtcuon by history, that the assts tance of Hie
Afr ican countr-ies which hastened to au: aid in 8 b rothe r- Iy way has
been II decisive U not a determining element in our victo r y.

I could not Cind a bette r occasion than the one which is offered
me today to express the grati tude of our- people to all thos e nations
whose sons fell on Congolese s oil .

Your Majesly, Mr . Pr csident, Honor able Lr us tdents &, Dea r
Brolhers :-

t will ask you to obse r-ve one minute oCsilence for the memory
or those her oes , and of al l those who gave th.. ir lives to assure or to
consolidate the sover eignty and terr itor ia l integrity of th e Congo.

I thank you.
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These links sealed In blood are the best pac ts which we have
concluded ',/l ith Afr ic a , for whos e concept we c pted well before our
access ion to ind ependence.

By welc oming a confe rence of African Fore ign Ministers to
Leopoldville les s than two months al ter our own Independence, the
Congo gave to understand that this choice was being transl ated Into
fact. U furthe r affi rmed Us choice of ncn-altqnment a shor t time later
by partic ipating In the Belg r ade Confer ence .

Non-al ignm ent and an Afric an polley which draws no e te u ocuc ne
have been two constants In all our decisions ever since.

We might add in this context that an Insidious propaganda whic h
has l aid hold of the news of our count ry has eeteq ated to second place
many of our actions since Inde pende nce, of which Afr ic a can be proud.
As soon as we we re freed, we r id o ur s e lves of thos e fore ign bases on
our sou which might have constituted a pole of att raction for the cold
war in the ve ry heart of Afr ica.

Moreover , we have never ceased to r e- ar t tr m our ave rsion for
military pacts which can only r e move some degr ee of sove reignty fro m
our respective count ries, limiting our p:>ssibUity of choice, and ni cs
sl'Jwlr¥J down the march of Afr ic a .

We find ourselves today at c ross r oads . Seve ral routes are
offered whereby we can achieve Af r- Ican Unlty . Which one should we
choose? Each of us , In all ccnsclence and In all hum ility , must
contr-Ibute to t~", r eply.

The Congolese contribution will be made In the light of an
experience of nearly three yea rs , sad cer tainly, but ve ry r ich in
lessons for the future .

This experience has taught us that mutual confidence and
respect between partners ccnsututes the basis of success of all
efforts at unity . That is why we have avoided le tting our own cur r e nt
naUonal r econc il iat ion turn Into a settling of old scor es . Nothing can
be built on ha tred , on b itte rness , or-on vengeance.

We have suffered fr o m tr ibalis m, whic h is not only eo Congolese
phenomenon, but one which unjortunnte ty occurs in var ious guises
all over the continent and threatens the s tabil ity of our States .
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Certain ci rcumstances have given to tr ibal is m a symbolic
value in the Congo ; In thes e circumstances our effor ts to root it out
take on the mer-Ita of a test for al l Africa. These effor ts have becun
to bear fruit . We feel it would be a poor service to Africa to believe
that this Improvement is only superficial . How cen one ar rive at
African Unity if at the s tar t one casts doubt on the qatns and prog ress
of the s tates wh jch aspir e to this un ity?

In any case, we s hall continue thes e effor ts , which are directed
to-day toward maintaining an! ~e l nforc lng such ecencence by a patient
labor of harmonl:tatlon and bringing together ou r difft'~ent entities.
We shall ensure that the p;rlicular ities of each of our reqtons, which
express the diversity and r jchne se of a common her-ttaqe, should com ­
plete each other without co nflict.

Thls concept Is just as valid for the 21 provinces making up
the Congo R,ePJ.bllc as for the 32 s ta tes which now con.ps-tse liberated
Africa.

Only an instrument supple enough to be edaptec to all situations
through which a country might pass - - and even more so far a con­
ti nent in full evolution - - will permlt us to attain our cbject tvea,

The nrsr of these cej ecuvcs , without dispute , is to complete
the procPs8 of nccctootzauon ....'ithout which Unity canner be complete ,
The Conqo carries 8 heavy rt>s~nsability In this ecn.eto. The line
of demarcallon between tree Af:'l:ca and that pa r t of Africa sUli unde r
colonial domination passes along its trcnucrs, We have sunerec
from the proxim ity of the colonial ist req tr res, but that only has SErved to
co nfIrm uo In the path which we have d rawn for ourselves.

We shall conti nue as a sovereign s ta te to make a cont ribution,
....htch ....e .... Ish to be as l'ffective as posstble , Th is, I can assure you ,
always will be unselfishly eevcted to the liberation mcceruents of
southern Africa.

This contribution, therefor e, w ill be in dcnjcr-m ity wtth the
African Idf'al , as It has e merged from the For e ign Mlnls tf' r s co n­
ference ....hldh preced ed our meeting. Th e ....o rk of tha t confer-ence
has brought out seve ral common ceacm tnatcrs for our di ffe rent
countries.

We believe the time is favo rable now to t r ans late these ideals
Into a Char te r , which will ser ve to asse r t the per sonali ty of the
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Afr ican conti nen t and ..... ill allow It to play a role in the world in harmony
w ith its true potential.

The r e inforce ment of the United Nations Orqanlzat tcn is another
effective way of permitting us to attain this objective.

1 believe the Co ngo Is well placed to speak of this Organization.
which has conducted an unpr-ecedented experiment in our count ry. The
experience has been dUficult , but Its success has pr-oved the effectiveness
of the UNO, des pite all the obstac les w:tlch it rNy have encountered .

The bes t means of r einforc ing the Uni ted Nations , in ou r
opinio n consists In r es pecting al l ou r ob liga tions towar ds it , and notllb ly
the fi nanc ial obljqattons,

Your Majesty , Mr . p r-estdent , Honorable f r es ide nts &. Dear
B rothers:-

I have the pleasure to Inform you that despite its eccromtc
and f inancial eunccntes, the Congo has just peld up its obligations to
the International c rqeetceuon. We also ere examining the possibility
of purchasing loan bonds tssuec by the U. N.

The pr udence, mod eratlon, r eal is m and thouqhttul neas which
the Foreign Minis ters have s hown are the best pledges of the eucceaa
of our undertaking.

As a matter of fact. not only falling behind the march of history
has been shown to harmful , but alsc the facl of being too far ahead
has been s hown several times to be equally har mful. I wm spar-e you
the m2.'ly c itations I could make in this connection.

We Ins ist, meanwhile , on un<ler ll ning s o far as econom ic
problems are conce rned , that th e sett ing up of r eaueabte projects ,
modes t as they might be, is infi nitely more advantageous than the best­
f illed book of unexecuted schemes. We must beiJin r ight now to spel l out
our s pl rallons. This would be the best guarantee we could give to the
250 million A!ric ~.!lS whose eyes are turned towards Addis Ababa today .

1 wish finally to restate our gratitude to His lmper-Ial Majesty ,
Haile Se tesate I, to His people, and to His Gover nrre nt for their
hospit al ity . This truly fr aternal welcome is no surprise to us, for
It is In co nfor m ity with the thous and-year - old tr ad ition of Ethiopi a.


