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SPEECH P RQrlOtlNCED BY H. E. LOON MEA.
FRE:;IDENT OF THE REFUBUC O F GABON,
ON THE OCCASION OF T HE ADDIS ABABA
CONFERENCE OF HEADS OF AFRICAN STATE

23 MAY Itl63

Heads ol SL"e and Government, Honourable deleqates.

I, too, should 11kI' to thank from the ttom of my heart His
Majesty , Empero r Halle setess te I and the Ethiopian people for the
welcome they have given us • a welcome whic h has re nde r ed tangible
the frate rnity of·Afrlcan neuone,

For the flrst time all the independent States of Alr ica are her..
met tolJetMr and 1 l or my part think ~ ( rlqht and propu that It LS

pr E"C: l.se ly In Addis Ababa, capital or the old Ethlopl~n Emplrl' , that se
are seeklnq to build a United and frate rnal Alrlca.

The speech which His Majt's ty th.. Emperor pronounce-d lit thl'
o pening to our work gives exp ression to the deep unanimi ty of African
nat ions and specutes th,-, alms to whleh we aU as plr f'. For the rtrst .
uee ther" Is en attem~ to tr-ace the bread O1.ItU!1E'S of l f[ed lv.. co ­
operation betwf'e n all At r lc~ Statea, In. work, of tht' bui lding o f a
united Afrlea.

To be sur", allhc ugh we a re II f1QrPed on the alms , y,<' may
have dUferer.t idell.S about thf' methods of attalnlnq the n., As His
Imperial Majesty has said: "On th"s e and other questions ttIPf" Is no
aqr ee mf" nt, and If we wa lt for agrf>rd answers. qenf'utlons h..nee
matters wlll be Uttle advanced. while the debate will still rlrwr-.

We have two fundamental cejecuvee :

I. to accelerate the total Ilberatlon of the Afrlc:'ln cont ine nt ; Illld
2. to proceed to the buUdltlli1 of Afr ican uni ty.

I shall take these two pctnts In succession

We in Africa are all IIJrHd that the peeaem s ituation. particularly
with respect to the liberat ion of our o ppr essed b rethr-en In An9ola.
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Mozambique, Sao -Theme, and P r-I nctpe , In Rio Munl , kncwn as
Spllnlsh Gulnea, in Portuguese Guinea, and tnc s e most sht.mefully
enslaved In South Africa , calls Cor a r evolutiona ry attitude.

Thl,s Is the time for me to sllY once mere wh at WE' Sltld et
Ouagadougou "Colonies a re made to be los t. the y are born wi th the
cross of death on the ir brows . "

I!'I Ga the oH,rf'ssp.d pecptee of Alrle2 always lind, PS they
have found in al l your countries, support, bo th I!'lO r21 and I;1pterl~I ,

and the people of Gilbon wlll d fo rd thl'l r asylum and protection, as
Indeed It already does In some cases.

In forme r t tmes the Ethiopian Empire suffl' red the most cruel
Invasion; and yet tod lty, as His MeJesty, Emperor Halle setesste I
satd: 'We must live In peace with our Ior mer cotcntzer-s , shunning
recriminatio n lind bitterness and rcrsweurtcq t he lwrury of venqennce
and r ..taliatlon. ..

From the HmE' when G?bon's destiny was .,1< ced In the hands
of Its people, we have done eVl' rythlnq to l>vo!<.1 h ;.l rro "'!ld par alyz.inq
complexes, t o tr-anscend the past 2nd wo r thily prepar-e our place In
a eemmunlty of varied but unlted b rotherl;,' cecctc .

Revolutionary , ui e rerore, Africa must be to achleve its totr l
ueer aucn. The problem today , however , Is to Itnov.' whether Afric",n
Unity will be bu m In patience and continuous e ttcr t or r athe r- by a sudden
cha r.qe.

We are lncl ined to t hink , ·,,'lth HIs !m~rlal MaJpsty, thl'\t " the­
union which we s e ek can only come \lradually" lind wv share his
Ieel tnqs when he says ~a per iod of rr ans u ton Is lnevltebls- , Old rv­
lations and arranqements may , for II time \inger. Reglonalorganl:.a­
110llS may fuUll Ieqnmete functions and needs which c:~nnot yet bt
otherwise satisfied. "

11 ls in t his s pirit that we must-approach the s tudy of a Cha rte r
lit Afr ican conHnental level. so that ea h one of us rediscovers ,
together with his personality tne need for co-oper-anon wMcn Ins,.l res
us &11, the need that is to say , to cc-oretee te our p>lltical positions,
r econc ile ou r economic , social and cultural acucns lind find t he means
to ensure the Integ r ity of all our States .

From these funda ment a l cbolces must , In our opinion. flow the
met.nods of putting Into effec t the var ious projects submltted to us and
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des igned to pr-o mo te At r ican Unity In e conomic, cultu r al and defence
m at t ers.

I should lik~ t o la y specter empha3is on the Im por tance of
economic cc-cper aucn as a n approach to African Unity.

At this junct ur e r eal is m and e tficienc:y must ~revall over
pesetcn and precipitance.

Noth ing Is qained by denying that , In the case of some of us,
we are placed in definite, very di ffe rent et tuauons and th at we are
inc luded in economic and monetary systems which, fo r th e UrnI' being,
have no r eal junction point, Thes e facts ente r Into the objective under­
s tanding of the development we want to s t amp on int er-Afr ican economic
r e la tions .

A shole trade syste m Inherited Iro m cc b nt-at ton r e ma ins to be
r e thought . 'Ne do not conslder th a t complete free trade 13 the postulate
Afr ic ans should adopt a t the present s tage of the ir development. Often.
Indeed , the thecrtsts of fr ee tr-ede are r ab l<1 peotecrtontsts,

In OUT opinion, tne I'Tt' se nt so jcuon lies In settln'] up, a t African
continental rever. an economic community with in wh ich tr-ade wUl 01' so.
orqanlzed that e ach State gains a fair r-etur-n for the edvamaqea it er tc rds
the whole. Th l3 econcmtc community must not, moreover , evade the
principle of protec ting African Industries vi s - a- vts products of similar
ITKbstriM from without the Ccnunent,

For all t hese r easons, I think it would be in our interes t rv;.t
to Insist 100 much, in the pr-esent st,j(, of afb.irs , on Ihe eateblfshment
of a free trade aree, which might bt> a t·olIO-OO",oo s ....·ord li ab le to
Im pede the harmonious development of ou r pconomies , may even place
us In II com pletely artific ial economic context .

This beln\! 30 , Hc nou r able Head s of St a te and De legates, Gabon
has not come to this confer ence with t he Intention of blocking any
proposal but r atht'r with the tntenuon of s lftiTl\l the contents of each
one of them so as to maKt' , lit any time , III postnve cont r ibu tion, so
that t.he proqress towards African Unity maybt> the prOC}r~ of WI
all t OC}ether, seekl rtg, at each ercccoter , wllat unites and bril1o:}s
together r ather than what divides .


