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ITam very pkased to be her wih you today and gmteful to all those who
have made this meetnhg possbk. I am ncrashgl conviced that the
avaibbilty of com prehensie, tmel and =lbbk statstical nfomaton & a
pow erful ol for assessihhg econom ' and socikl ralikes, guding evience
based polckes, and moniorng prgrss towards meethg devebpm ent
obectives. I, therefore, feelhonored t© address yourm eeting today and only
regretthat Icoud notbe wih you personally t partcpate n i.

Before conthung, ket me fist of all extend a speckl thank you to the
Executive Secretary of ECA,Mr.K Y .Amoako, particubrl and to express to
hin my heartfek appreciaton rhaving gmcbusly offered to hostthis forum .
Further, tm e ph the Executive Secretary h wekom g allparticipants. W e
bok foward to your valiabk contrbutons to this inporant m eetihg and
counton your future cbse coopemton.

hcreased Dem and forBetter Statistics

LadEes and G entkem en,

Three m onths ago, atthe Second htematonalR ound Tabk on M anaghg for
Devebpm entResuls held atM armakech, M orocco, Im ade the pontthatit s

my belef that devebpm ent effectiveness, ndisputably, & today at the center
of devebpm ent discourse. Both the ntemational donor communiy and



devebpig countres arr giving hgh prorty to enhanchg the devebpm ent
m pactoftheir nterventons: Stakeholders are calling upon us to m easure and
dem onstrate the econom I and sockl In pacts of our nterwentons. Thik =
critcalto enabk us to Inprove the qualty of the profcts and program s that
we support, ndviduall and colectively.

Thi shift to an evidence-based approach to devebpm ent has mied the
profie of statistics butat the sam e tin e highlghted the factthatm any ofour
m em ber countries hck the necessary capaciy to provie rlabk statstcs for
guidng polcy on some of the m ost in portant devebpm ent ssues. These
nhadequaces tanshte nto an nabilty to m eet conesponding data dem ands
to support PRSPs and the effective moniorng of progrss towards the
achievem ent of ntematonally agreed MDG s and t© rach dechred poverty
reducton obectives 1 partculbr.

RecentE fforts by ADB to Develop StatisticalCapacity in Africa

Conscbus of the pressig need for an nfom atbn system buit on wlablk,
tm el and up-to-date data, the ADB has bunched a conthentw e program

for data colkectobn and statstical capacity buidng, wihnh the geneml
fram ework of the htematibnal Com parson Program for Afiica (TP-Afiica).
Thi ambibus progam ¥ beng undertaken n cbse colbbomton wih the
W ord Bank and the ECA. LP-Afrca has two prmary obgctives. The
mmedbate obective, as I am sur you all know, B to provide sound and
ntematonally com pambk data, wih the obgective of m easurng povery and
m oniorng progress towards m eetihng the MDG s. Edoes thi by colectng and
dissem nhatihg purchasing powerparty PPP) data to com pare econom & and
socihlcondions am ong countres. A furtherobpective & to prom ote satistical
capaciy buiding 1 the colecton and analsi ofeconom i and price data.

The ADB recognizes that form nhg a consortum of natobnal, rgbnal and
ntematonalparners, dentfyng synexges, coordihatng efforts, and poolng
resources are crcal for the successful mpkmentaton of a r=gbn wie
program such as ILP-Afrca. I pursuance of these obgctives, we welkom e
the fnanchl and nhkihd contrbutons of the W ord Bank, the ECA, the
Deparm ent for htematonal Devebpment of the Unied Kmngdom , the
NomweghBn Devebpment Agency and the Afrcan Capacity Buidng
Foundaton. For s part, the ADB recognkzes and prescroes to the M anakech
acton pkn thatcals for scalng up fmancialcontrbutons. I this respect,
addion t© fnancihg the prepamtory and ongong activiies of L P -Afica, the
ADB B ako fnalzhg amangem ents necessary to suppoit natobnal capaciy
buidihg efforts 1 s regbnalm em bercountres.



Lades and G entlkem en,

G reat strides have been m ade over the hst two years and a half. Fity-one
African countres have sgned on, both as parners and benefichres of the
P program . W e have conducted com prehenswe statistical assessm ents 1
47 African countres. D Bcussbn B undemway wih the W orld Bank t hed
member countres devebp comprhensie statstical master phns 1
com plance wih the M anakech Acton Phn.And we are woikihg cbsel wih
the M F to buid the capacies ofregbnalttanng centers n the arras ofprice
statistics and NatobnalA ccounts.

Over the past year, we have conducted three rgbn-wide sem nars that
brought together Heads of Natonal Statistical hstiitons, m anagers of
natonals@tisticalprogram s and regbnalstatisticalagences, em hentA fican
statisticins, as well as rprsentatves of ntematonal nstiutons and the
donor communiy. A govemance stmicturr has been establshed as a
parnership based progmam . I this r=spect, a consortiim ofnatonal, reginal
and ntematonal nstiutons has been establshed under the auspices of the
P -Africa Govemng Board -which I responsblk for dentifyng prorty areas,
setthg shortterm and bng+tem goalk, and overseeng the successful
mpkmentaton of TPAfrica and rhted capacity buidhg nibmtives. Our
common visbn to provide a sound knowkdge base thrmugh regbn-wide
capacity buidihg has tuly cem ented our parnership and opened a new
chapter nn satisttalwork h Afica. Ths spirit was reflected 1 the Yaounde
dechmton of the D rectors ofNatonalStatstical hstiutons from 51 African
countres who calkd upon the mntematonal community and Afrcan
govemm ents to scak up the statistical capacity buidihg progmm we have
Pt devebped.

As we acknow kdge the m iestones reached thus far, we need to r=m nd
ourselves about the enom iy of the work ahead ofus.W e need to buid on
the momentum we have crated together. And inporantl, we need to
expand both the breadth and depth of the parnershp we establshed n Adds
1n Jul 2003 folbw hg the nauguraton ofthe TP A frica G oveming Boaxd.

Lad®s and G entlkem en,

O ver the next wo days, you will be hoding discussibns that, am ong other
thihgs, should contrbute towards both bmadenihg and deepenng the
parnership we have estblshed together. The cunent effort em phaskzes
m ahl natbnal accounts and price statistics. Lookng at the agenda of ths
m eetihhg and the com posion of the list of participants, Tam conviced that



you w il work towards expandng both the m embershp and the m andate of
the TP-Afirica Govemihg Board to address other equally pressihg arcas n
econom T as wellas socalstatstcs.

W e rmcognikze that the statistical capacity needs of the contnent ar
enom ous and the curent parnershp abne cannot satisfy all these needs.
W e need to m ake a concerted effort to bring on board m ore parners.W e ar
therrfore pkased to note the effective nvolem ent of the W orld Bank, the
MF,DFill, NORAD, the ECA and the ACBF 1 efforts to m eetthis chalenge.
The ADB alko wXxhes to underscor the contrbuton of regibnal nsthutons
such as AFRISTAT,ECOW AS,SADC and COMESA wih whom we shallbe
mpkmentng LP-Africa actvites 1 the 51 partcpating countres. & s alo
worth mentonng that n ths effort Afircan countres are at the same time
beneficiries and potential supplers of resoures wihn the framework of
ntma A frican exchanges.

Conclusion
Lad®s and G entkem en,

I & ckar that the chalenges of statistical capaciy buidig are undoubtedly
com pEx; yetttackig the evolitbn n statisticalcapaciy & cmucihlifwe are to
m eetthe ncrasihg dem ands thatar puton ourst@atisticalsystem s.

Consierng the key ok of statistics n the m anagem ent and pbnnng of
devebpm ent, Iwould ke, n conclisn, to appealto African govemm ents to
gie mor support o thelr statistical system s by ncrasng the budgetary,
m ateraland hum an resources of natbnal satistical offices so that they can
effectively perform thelr duties. Thi appeal ako goes to nhtematbnal
deyebpm ent nsttutons and bibteral co-opemtion agences to genemusl
supportthe efforts ofthe A fiican countres.

I thank you for your kihd attenton and wih you fiuiful and productie
delbemtons.






