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Helb, my name I Rrhard Mannng. I am the chaiman of the OECD's
Devebpment Assistance Comm itre and co-chaxr of the PARIB21
Consortum .

Iwould lke to thank the Unied Natons Econom ' Comm ssbn orAfrca, the
African Devebpm ent Bank, and PARB21 foralbwihg me to address you at
this Fomum on African StatisticalDevebpm ent. Tam sony that I coul notbe
w ih you 1 person.

W ih the M iflenniim Dechmation n 2000, the pnt statem ent ssued from the
M onteney htematonal Conference on Fhancihg for Devebpm ent 1 2002,
and the Mamakech Second htematonal Roundtabk for Managng for
Devebpment Resuls n 2004, the r=gbnal and nhtematonal devebpm ent
agenda & evolvng. Ih partculbr, the dem and for devebpm entdata, © feed
both the natbnaland ntematonalstatisticalsystem s, 8 accekmtng.

W ith th®s mncrased demand, an nhcrased recognibn B emergihg that
statistical data are essentilon many fionts. Nam ely, for the analsi and
diagnosks of devebpm ent and poverty reducton polcEs, or prorty setthg
and devebpment stategy fomubkton, for the moniorng of progamme
mpkmentaton and of progrss toward devebpment goak such as the
MDG s, Porthe evaliaton of outcom es and in pacts, for feedback to the next
polcy mwund, for evidence-based and mwsulsbased management of
devebpm ent ssues, and orthe effectiveness ofdonoraid.

Statistics arr a polcy Isue, not just a technical one. They ar a vial
ngredent n polcy settmg and decspn-makng; and cmickl to Inprove
govemance, accountability and tansparency.



To respond to thls gmwing demand for data, countres abng wih thex
mulibteraland bibhtermaldonorparners m ustensure the buidng of smtistical
capacies. The M armakech Acton P bn forStatistics rrcom m ends thatthi be
setw ihi the contextofa NatonalS tategy forthe Devebpm entofStatstis,
wih the ain thatall bw-nhcom e countres willhave devebped a stategy by
2006.

A Natbnal Strategy for the Devebpm ent of Statistics provides an overall
vepn for the devebpm ent of the natonal statistical system as part of the
nfom aton and moniorng pmcesses needed by countres for natonal
devebpm ent and Poverty Reducton Stategies, such as PRSPs, as wellas
for 2010 and 2015 MDG moniorng. k ako serves as a framework for
ntematonal and bibterml assst@nce. The NSDS will nnclide natonal,
regbnal, and htematonal needs; nclide allpars of the natobnal statistical
system ; and address sues rrhted to the analsik and use ofdata.

W hatrwl do donors and the UN phy 1 natbnalstatisticalefforts? T addion
to ther funding ok, they serve as m aprusers ofnatonally produced data to
m easure progress toward MDG s, to monior aid progmmm es and outcom es
and to gauge aid effectiveness. UN agences set standards and devebp
m ethods adapted to deve bpig country needs, and they dissem nate natonal
statistics and ncowpomrte them nto therrown mstiuton’s databases.

Natbnal sttategis for the devebpm ent of statistics are, therrforr, n porant
to donors as wellas t© countres. Fordonors, these strateges:

a) Provde a rkvant, ralstc evaliaton of country needs n statistical
maters;

b) Presenta coherent fram ework forad hamm onisaton;

c) O flera bng+tem vibn ofneeds;and

d) lclide the ntematonaldem and forst@atstcs.

Donors’ diect polcy dabgue wih devebpng countres must therfore
nclide statisticaldevebpm ent. s ntegraton nto the m ansttream of overall
devebpm ent polcy and is nclisbn n natonal budgets and generl ad
programm es are necessary condions ofthe sustainabilty ofdeve bpm ent.



ki myhope thatthis Forum willrrcomm end a listofactions, hghlghtng the
I portance of:

Parmership;
Natobnalstategies forthe devebpm entofstatistcs;
Betteruse ofstatistics; and

a
b
c
d) Ihcrased fnancialsupportto statistics and statisticaldeve bpm ent.

)
)
)
)

I furthem ore urge donors and UN agencies to face the chalenge of hebing
countres to buid and devebp natbnal capacies to produce rlkvant, good
qualty, and tin ely statisticaldata for the devebpm entand m pkm entaton of
poverty reducton and otherdevebpm entsttrateges, forgood govemance and
m oniorng and evaliaton of PRSsand MDG s.

Iwould lke to thank once agan the UNECA, the Afirican Devebpm entBank,
and PAR 821 fornviing m e to speak atthis i portantevent.



