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•  I am pleased to present the 2009 Mutual Review of Development Effectiveness (MRDE). This is a report which has been prepared jointly by the United
Nations Economic Commission for Africa and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), in response to a request from NEPAD
Heads of State and Government to our two institutions to develop a mutual accountability process.

•  The main objectives of the report are to gauge how far commitments made by Africa and its development partners have been delivered, whether they
have produced the desired results, and what are now the key future policy priorities.

•  The review was undertaken during the second half of 2008. We are conscious that it now comes before you at a particularly critical moment. As the
Secretary General of the OECD, Mr Angel Gurria and I say in our joint preface, the global economy has entered a severe slowdown which is affecting all
regions, including Africa, and risks setting back economic growth and progress towards the MDGs. These developments are leading, rightly, to a
fundamental re-evaluation of the way in which the international system needs to operate.

•  Our main findings are set out in the report, and I will not go into detail on these here but I would like to draw your attention to our main recommendations.

We call on African governments:

•  To continue with the agenda for political and economic reform set out in NEPADs founding statement
and subsequently endorsed and elaborated by the African Union;

•  To intensify efforts to direct the benefits of economic growth towards the achievement of the
MDGs; and

•  To intensify efforts to promote regional economic integration, and collective regional action on
key political issues.

Our recommendations to development partners reflect what we see as their broader responsibilities in todays world. We call on them;

•  To take full account of Africa 's interests in international negotiations during 2009,
specifically on trade and climate change;

•  To respond positively to Africa 's claim for stronger representation in discussions on wider
systemic issues, and in international institutions; and

•  To deliver their existing commitments to increase the volume and improve the effectiveness of
development assistance.

Both the Secretary General of the OECD and I are grateful for the remit you have given to our two institutions to work together on this report. We are also
grateful to the NEPAD Secretariat for their very valuable collaboration and support and look forward to working closely with the African Union Commission
under the leadership of my very good friend
Mr. Jean Ping in taking the process forward.

We hope the report will prove a useful contribution to the debate on key priorities in 2009 - both in Africa and internationally. Having now had the honour of
presenting the report to you today, we will therefore also make it available to a broader audience at the highest political level.

Thank you very much your kind attention.
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