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Introduction

1. This report d2scribes .:C4 st tistizal activities since the ninth session of

the Conference of African Statisticians in October 1975. It providas material for
assessing racent accomplishments and problems and for revising the futurs .work
prégramme. In addition it makes brief reference to some matters arising from the
nineteenth session of the UN Statistical Commisgsion.

e e

Orianisation and staff

..

2 "Following agreement on a revised -frican development strategy the LA secre-
tarist w's re-structured in 1976 to snable a better response to the objectives of
the strategy. In the Statistics Division the greater part of the work on national
accounts and general economic statistics was consolidated. in.a.single section.
Zxternal trade statistics was placed in a separate sesction because. of the.large
quantity of processing involved. That section was given the additional. temporary
responsibility for co-ordinating the work on a regi mal documentation reference

service and was named the Data Bank Section. The only other impgrtant -change was- the
transfer of the Data Processing Sedticn to .the Division of Adminiétratiqny{Conferenbes

and General Services in line with UN policy on crmputer management.

_ngn‘.As;a result the Statistics Division now has the fﬂllnwing‘étfuctuie and
dllocation of posts: '
Professional Regional . General.
staff advisers ~ gervice -~
_Office of Chief 1 - e
General economic st-tistice 6 _ 1 .8
Demographic and social statistics 2 - . 1.
African Census Programme , - 4 :5.
Data bank 3 - 4
Total 12 5. . 24
4. Availability of regional advisers and professional staff. is. shown in the

following table:
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Professicrnal Time Available

Consul tant
Data Bank Operation
Mr. N. Divoy
Training ' -
“Mr. L.B. Monjyake
Mr. Aaf. Kpenten

Regional Advisens

Naticnal AQCQunts
Mrs. Nguyen Thi Nguyen
.Popuiaticn'Cenéusesn
Mr. X.T. de- Graft-Jehnsen
MI‘. Lo St.'JChn—JOneS
'.Mr, Y. de Jeccas
" Mr. AKX, Maitra
" Mr.-G. Cagayx - -
© Mp.:W.,T.- Hess
Mr. N.E. Ledjri
‘ M:. H. Raible

Staff Members
Office eof Chief
Mr. W.L. Bercker

General Iiconcmic Statistics

Mr. K.C., Wang
Mr. J.F.?., Cagimir

Mr. N. Banabila -
Mr. T. Fahkfahk

Mr. A, Cummings-Falmer

Mr. K. Tong

Mr. J. Spykerman

Mr. M. Fall

Demegraphic and Seocial Statistics”

Mr. R. Andrianascle
Mrs. O. Tayler

Data Bankl

Mr. J.F.R. Casimir
Mr. K. Teng

Data Prccessingg

Mr, J. de D. Andriamazhcligeca:
Mr. N. Georgallides

Total
Total all Prefessicnal Time
. l7 Created in August 1976.

Man-menths

Jan-June
1915 1976 1977
1
- % -
- . - ' 3 .
- = 3/4
12 12 6
4 . - P -
4 - B
12 -12 - . 6
2 - . —
-~ - 3
46 52% 30 3/4;
12 12 T 6
- 12 , 12 6
12 7 -
12 12 - 6
i2 3 -
11 12 6
- 7 -
12 . 12 6
12 12 [
12 S 6
12 12 6
11 - -
- 5 &
- 5
12 7 -
12 7 -
132 ~ 125 54
188 1175 84 3/4

g/ Transferred 1o Divisjon ©Ff General Administraticn and Cenference Services

in august 1976.

ol
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“iiell advanced and .candidites are under- consideration for the.third post.
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5.- At the time of writing this report ~ June 1977 - there are three vacant
professional staff posts in the Division. Recruitment to two of tpe_gqsts is

Imnlementation of work programme \ -

6. © -The following notes give a brief,dﬂscriptiOn-of activities in the piincipqi
subject fields. Allocation of professional time be tween individual projacts is
shown in Annex I. ©

General aspects of co-—ordination and developmant

7« : A further review of stztistical organisation and: staffing throughout the C
region was made in tonjunction with the statistical training needs project S
isntioned: in the next section. A reviged issue of the ,Directory of African . ‘
Statisticians and a further report on the use of- electronic- data proqessing'equiﬁ;
ment are being prepared and should be available in time for the mecting of the
Conference. It has not been possible to produce-a nevw lssue of the Bibliography

.of African Stét;stical Publications because the .CA Library is currently moving.
‘into its mew accommodation and the "bibliography should be computerised as pgrtsgf

the pverall'ddcumentation reference service. - . I -
8, Yo resourczs haive been -availablé for the study oﬁ méthods.and préotiéesiqf ;
record keebing scheduled for 1977. The Conference may wish to consider either
deletion of this project or its re-definition in_more.prsgyse terms.

9, - Within the context of the project to0 co-oradinate data bank activities .

preliminary work was undertaken on the establishmsnt of a computerised dqcumgnté?ipn

reference service including staff training activities and the launching of a survey
of documentation centres in the region. However-towards the end of May 1977
respongibility for this work was removed from ‘the Statistics Division.

Training

10. -~ Normal supporting activities have been maintained. but the .principal pro ject
has been implementation of the ‘Working Group.on. Statistical Training Needs in
Africa, The project wzs scheduled for 1976 but was delayed for one year by UNDP
financial difficulties. PFPreparatory consul tancy missions and a report containing
reference material and provisional recommendations were complet~d during the first
few months of 1977. he Vorking Group is scheduled to mest in August and the
Conference will be responsible for endorsinpg. or revisising the Group's reconmenda-

tions. A draft resolution of the UN 3Statistical Commission dealing with training
is included among the documentation. ST

National accounts, finance and prices

Regional advisory services

11.  Although the ninth session of the Conference requested an additional-regibnal

‘adviser in national accounts NMrs. Nguyen thi Nguyen continued to be the only person

available for direct technical assistance in economic statistics. This was |

-principally due to lack of funds and the same difficulty has recently led to a

severe curtailment in the mission travel of all regional advisers financed from
the UN regular budget.
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12. 'Mrs. Nguyen undertook nine country missions in 1975, seven in 1976 and only

one in- the first half of 19773 three other assignments requested -for the last- L
named period had to be postponed. The sub-regional distribution of the 17 missions
undertaken was as follows: west, 13; Central, 23 ¥orth, 1; %Xast, 1. Help was
given by Mrs. Nguyen in the: develonment of" ba31c national statistical series, the S
compil:stion of national accounts tables and the tralnlng of national staff in the
implementation of the revised SNh. There is a continuing strong demand for her

8ervices.

Methodological studies and manuals

13. Two papers entitled "Progress and experiences of the african countries in
using the revised 5NA" and "Practlces, difficulties and sclutions in the case of
selected aspects of the revised SFA®in the couniries of ..frica®, JQA/D;AT/&C 2/10
and 11, were prepared as background documents for the. Interregional Seminar on- the
revised SNA beld at Caracas’in Decamber 1975

14. Two draft chapters for an .“A supplement to the UN Handhook on Natlonal
sccounting have recently beén completed. They deal-with the measurement and
veluation of non—marketed production snd the relationh between the French ( ourcle:)
system of national accounting and the revised SNA. An additional chapter on GDr
estimates in constant prices has baen cancelled because the topic will be adequately
covered in a special manual which is sxpected to be ready end-July, 1977.

Seminars-and training courses

15. Due to lack of finance-the following training courses and seminars could not
-be held as envisiged in“~the TCA work programme: ) .

HYorkshop on income .and financial transactions of enterprises
and business-accounting (1976

Short training course for .nglish-speaking African prof9931ona1
national accounting personnel (1976) :

Short training course for French-speaking African professional
national accountlng personnel (1977) :

Seminar on fixed capital formation and constructlon stﬂtlstlcs

(1977).

16.. In.fact the. only seminar held 1n the region since the beginning of 1975
was that on.lixternal transactions (1975) which was made financially possible’
through co-sponshorship by the Institute of 3 tgtlstlcs and Applied _conoglcs, )

Kampala.

Statistical studies and development of a data-base - -. --

17. Partly as a result of the shortfall in the mééfihés prograsme and partly in
_Tesponse to increased demands for data, more-staff resourées were-devoted to the
development of a data bagse and to statistical studies in areas of speclal importance

or weakness.
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18, Annmual naxtional accounts estimates for individual countries huve been
maintained =8 a regular activity within the work programme. They are compiled
in three stages each year: (1) prelimin~ry assessment of srowth rates by broad
production sectors in constant prices in February or March for the, ysar: just .ended
(2) more refined estimates showing -sectoral! breakdowns in June, and ( 3). definitive
estimates in current and constant prlces, expressnd in national. curren01es .and
us dollars in December/January. ‘
. . ¢ I, L
.219;‘ These procedures have so far worked -out, more or less satxsfacto;lly They
do of course involve a continuous up-dating process and official couniry flgures
. ars 1ncorporated as soon as they become available. _ ~ . . "
20. A new feature of . 's GD?. egtimates :is the assessment- of uactoral deflators
for both GDP by kind of economic activity andrvexpenditure on.GDs.. This has, already
been dons for the period 1970-1975 and has led- to som: rewvision of..the JCA series
for these years. The work is currsntly being extended to earlier series for ‘the
" period 1960-1969. Methods and procedureés are describs d 1n an article in Statistical
and Economlc Information Bulletln No. 10. : - - - oyt
2l.: thtle headwqy has been made in the reglonaltpurch351ng power parlty study
hacause staff were not ~vailable to finalise-ths analysis.of consumar price
inquiries relating to African capltal citi2s in 1973 and 1974. There has been a
similar delay in preparing a questionnaire for the collection of wholesale . wrices
of capital (investment) goods. Nevertheless this year “CA will be able~to givVe
assistance to some African countries which-wish:to participate in.Phase-III of the
International Comparison -Project:which is the: global :counterpart of t‘*‘reglonwl
study.. “In addition a-comparative analysisrcof price trends by kind .of sconom1o
activity in-Africar and other regions for- the period. 1960-1975 is in. proﬁress and
a report should be rendy in tlmn for the tenth session of the Conference«--q.;

" e . - RS
22, Compll tlon of balance of paympnts data from varinus sources has. contlnued
but the material has not yet been analys=d for publication. Hork on. “tre -integration
of dat: on sxternal transactions based essentially on balance of paymenis statisics
into ‘the aystem of national. accounts estim:tes~has been taken in hand. .Compilation
of .data on:gross domestic:capital: formation by type of capital asset and-kind;of
economic activity for a similar purpose, is eurrently in progress. * - '

23: © Fublic sector statistics are still limited .mainly to central government and
Tely heavily on budget estimates.because.of  the delay with waich actual revenue
and expenditure:figures become avallable.; Consolldated data, have bsen published
-regularly -and the most recent sumpary. ﬁor the period 1959—1976 is contained in_
Statistical Informatlon Bulletin.No..110Q, The .same issue 1ncludes an article on the
financing of public sector 1nvastment durlng 1960—1975 It should be noted that
the title of the Bulletin is being changed to avoid confusion with another CA
publication which deals more generally with economic information..

24. The ninth session of the Conf-rence considered several-.sub-regional studies
which consolidated. available 1nf0rmat10n on prlvate consumption. expenditure dnd
requested continuation of the work. This will be done when staff resourcsas permlu
but in the meantime 1% is probably more important to make the African dousehold
Survey Capability Programme properly operational because it will greatly improve
household expenditure znd other data.
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Zxternal trade statistics

- 25. To assist in improving the timeliness and coveragse. of national trade
statistics a survey of country practiées has bren undertaken and a report will be
present=d to the Conference. The importance of producing annual trade data more
speedily is illustrated by the following figures. 3By ¥ay.1977 the UN Statistical
Office and .CA together had received 1976 data from only 1 African country; as at
the same date the correspondlng flgure for 1975 data was 22 and for 1974 data 32.
i’
26. The A 2nd B series of the puhllcatlon Fcrelsn Irade Statistics for. Africa,
which cover direction of trade and irade by coummodity respectively, continued
unchanged in the absence of improved computer facilities &t CA.. Howevar a new
series C comprising analytical summary tables hss been 1ntrcduced in. accordance
with the wishes of the Conference. - :

27 Punch cards in respect of trade data processed by :Ci in recent years have
been transmitted to the Genevae branch of the UN, Statistical Office for inclusion
in the global data base. In return the Jtatistical Office will provide magnetic
tape copies of all the material processed y itself and »CA as soon as th2 new
“CA computer equlpment becomes operational. -

Industrial statistics

28. The principal aim: of racent activities has.been the provision of rsgular
data for :.CA substantive divisions and the establishment.of a data base for the
region. Mining and manufacturing producticn data in commodi ¥y detail :nd energy
production statistics have bzen compiled for the piriod 1950-~1974 .from various
sources including national trade and industrial publications.. The series on
energy statistics are contained in Statistizal and iconomic Information Bulletin
No. 10, while -mineral productlon series for selected years will be published in
Bulletin No.ll."

29. Information on African industrial ‘censuses and surveys conducted within
the context of the 1973 world’ proéramme ‘will be- presented to the Conference in
a background document. . : ~

30. The developarent of a ddata base for construction statistics has not made much
headway thus far. &fforts will be’ made to fill this gap in the near future.
Similar attempts will be made to analyse the data thus far compiled in order to
obtain some results on productivity, structure 'and development of manufactiuring,
capital output ratios, relatlonshlp between productlcn and trade 1n African
manufactured’ prcducts, etc.

Qth+r economic statis tlcs

3l. Under this heading are included agricultural,: transvort und gommunications;
tourism snd distribution statistics as well as - the preparatlon of some regular
statistical publlcatlcne, ' :



k/CN.14 /CAS.10/1
Page T

32+ . Under an exchange arrangement FAO prov1des regular preducticn and trade data
on Afrlcan agricul tural commhdltles in return for the ECA natienal accounts Lo

" estimates. Such col‘abnratlnn can be usefully extended.. A study on prOductlﬂn .
and trade in. selected agrlcultural commndltles is currently 1n progress. '
33.'; Because the 1976 wvrklng group on transpert statlstlcs could nrt be. flnanced ;
a review ~f African methrdolegy and practices in this field was publlshed in
Statistical and Eccnemic Infermation Bulletin Nes. 8 and 9. 4. methcdologlcal

study ecu tourism statistics has. alsc been completed and will. be 1ncluded in
Bulletin Neo. 11. There is .no prﬁspect of flnanclng the semlnar on dlstrlbutlﬁn ,.f‘
statistics scheduled for 1977 but. it should be nnted that this subJect ig’ stlll o
accﬁrded rather low prierity. in the reglon._;f ) } ..

34. . Preparation of the African Statistical Yearbrck has ceontinued regularly.-but the
1976 -issue has been delayed. by .the, 1ntrnduct1hn of, sub-reglﬁnal summary tables.; There
is the addltlonal theught that the secretariat ought 0, cvnvert all value data 5 )

to 2 standard unit which would lead tc a further delay. Problems of this klnd W111
eventually be seclved threcugh computerisation but in the meantime rather serious’
consideration.-should be given to arrangements for. the Yearbeck that wnuld meot \

[RICE

user. requlrements in the most effective .manner p0531ble. Cee e ajx,,aﬂtﬁ

35 Demand fnr the btatlstlcal and bcrncmlc Informatlon Bulletln (nﬂw Statlstlcal
Information Bulletin) remains high even thnugh the publication is nect fully blllngual,
perhaps its main advantage is that it Chntalnsorlginal.materlal fhat cannot easily be
assembled from other s~urces. The positicn of the annual African Ecenecmic Indicators
publication ias less clear; there is certainly scme room for &d-de cument*whlch~attempts
to: present basic African data in the frrm of- simple charts.and.graphs. but the: ECA
Statistics Division is not satisfied with the prof9591cnal quallty ﬁf the exlstlng
product.-, S ) i K ‘ o . S . ) S

Demngraphlc ‘and snclal stetistics . ._'.,>= R e e
36 A study nn mlgratlon statlstlcs was completed at the end Cf 1975 The Engllsh
version: was. published in Statistical and Ecenrmic Ianrmatlon Bulletln Nﬂ. 8 whlle
the Erench versicn .appeared in ¥e. 10. It -was- 1ntended te complete. the study. wlth
an:examinaticn. of external migrati~n and tc give further ccnsideration ts the.
crncepts and-definiticns in respect ~f migrants, absentees,. visiteors, etc.uandnthelr
implicatirns fer data crllectiecn and analysis. It has net s~ far been pﬂss1ble to
allocate staeff rescurces tc¢ the werk which has fec be delayed until 1578. .. ~ o =

37.: A study on metheds and problems -of the 1970 rrund of African population and |
housing .censuses was undertaken in 1976/1977. It was.originally scheduled to. be..
censidered by @ werking greup on reccmmendaticns fer the 1980 round of ‘censuses
befere its .presentationm tr the Conference. Budgetary censiraints again, make the a-
convening of this. woerking group mest uncertain. It is- therefnre expected that the -
Conference 1tself w111 w1sh to rev1ew the drafit recommendutlons in serme detall.”-
38 ’Afreport on. technlques used in_enumerating nomadic pﬂpulatiﬂns in African;.ﬁ,:
censuses and surveys .was.finalised in 1977. - It includes .a discussicn cn-the: . .+
definitions of various items, methodnlnglcal case studies and an .assessment of the~
advantages and disadvantages of various techniques, plus general guldellnes on the
apprecach t¢ enumerating ncmads.
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"Q. Reggrding the study on civil registration scheduled for 1977 it should: be

noted that the " UN Statistical Office has issu¢d a questionnaire for the purpose of %
revising the Handbook bf Vital Statistics Methods. To avoid duplication it was

agreed that the Statistical Office will send w.CA copiés' of the questionnaires’
completed by countries of the region and most are expected to arrive by the end »
of August 1977. Additional information may be raquestsd from countries as needed.

40. The joint iCA/UNICEF project on development of statisticsé on children and
youth could not be implemented bYecause UVICHF has decided to put emphasis on
country oriented statistical programmes of an advisory or pilot projsct nature.
It is hoped that the regional project can be revived when relevant statistics
become available through such direct technical assistance.

“41,7% Compilation of de.ographic and social statistics r-quired for =C4 studies and
‘publications coritinued. In’particular the preliminary results of the 1970 round

of African population censuses have been used to revise the population estimates’
available at 3ECA. ' ' : . ' . C '
42. Finally an inquiry was conducted %o ascertain the extent to which ifrican
countries have used the International Standard Classification of Cccupations (ISCO)
in their censuses and surveys. It will be recalled that the use of this classif-
ication was recommended at both world and iAfri an levels for the 1970 round of
‘population -and housing censuses. o :

2

- African Csnsus Proxramme

43. - A separate renort on the census programme will be presented to the Conference
and-'it is necessary here ohly to-recall that the proj~ct was organised to assist
some 22 Afri-an countries which found it difficult to participate in the 1970 round
of population censuses. It has been effective in ensuring the conduct of census
operations in nearly all of these countriss, has made a significant improvement

in the denographic statistics of the region and has provided countriés with new
technical - and -operational experience, :trainad staff and geozraphical frames. The-
work is continuing into the 1980 census round. Cne of the principal benafits of .-
the ‘programme hxs bsen a demonstration of the impact which a concerted e%fort in a
specific field can have on statistical development as a whole. It has also shown
that future programmes can have a much stronger element of technical co-operation.

African Household Survey: Capability Prograame

44. : Again there is separate documentation for the Conference and remarks in .the .
present report will be -of a .general nature. Success of .the ifrican Census Programme
led the Conféerence to consider a follow-up effort to develop permanent national
survey capabilities utilising the trained personnel and cxpertise resulting from

the census operations. ' With the ability to conduct properly organised and
continuing programmes.of surveys, statistical services would be.in a position to
supply integrated data on employment, other productive activity, income, consumption
and expenditure, together with related social and demographic atatistics. Thus the-
effort to develop survey capabilities will -fill what is probably -the main gap in
African statistics. ‘ : - : '
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45. The new programme, in which a number of African countries are a]reaiy
participating, ‘will require signifizant international and bllateral 1sa1atance
‘tut will also be heavily dependent on technical co-operation. among oountrles of )
the region. This is bacause the methodology rkcdth for integ rated Drﬁalah a8 of
gurveys is still at an carly stage of development with respact to both field
operatiorns and analysis of the data collected. Exchange of technical experience
is therefore of sppclal importance and this is already.being a041sved wita ihe
assistance of ad hoc’ advisory services; the programme so far lacks reglonal s*ai'
resourcés. Thare is the additional prospect of developing col]aborﬁtwon brtwcu
countries through the use of common services for some .aspects of cartograbhy,
sampllng and data processing. . . S

- i

46. Permanent field survey organlsatlons will clearly not confine thelr act,» Eles
to economic and social data at the household level. They can also contlwhute A
the improvement of zgricultural, industrial, price and other statistics. Some’ of

these subJects call for special attention and techniocal co-operaiion among 2CuI I e
of the region will be an important element. The work can be organ¢snd eltaer ;“
the form of spec1al proaects or within-the overall context of the surveys prog“aumea

o
PREEY

47 . Tt should be noted that the surveys: programne Was considered and strong;g ;
supported by the nineteenth session of the UN Statistical Commission. " The relovent’
extract from the Commission's report .nd its draft resolution on survey Capabﬁl“bl,n
are included in the documentation on the programme.

Conclusions relevant to future work grogramme

48, A few points emerge rather clearly from the foregoing report on feceﬂ{

statistical activities:

(l) Regional advisory serV1ces'f1n&nced from the UN regular budget have
been dwindling steadily throughout the present decade because the funds
prov1ded sach year have remzined constant.

((2). Funds for ‘regional technical meetlngs are avallable only from ad no o
. sources or for meetings which are incorpcrated in acknowledged ongoing
.;progranmps. The previous kind of worklng group or seminar which serwved
to co-ordinate regional activities, adapt methodology.tc ifrican
conditions and provide an element of training in isolated subwec fields
is a thing of the past.

(3) The African Census Frogramnes and the sarlier stages of the foiloy=-up
nroject to develop permanent survey capabilities have clearly demonstrated
that concerted efforts in selectrd subject aréas or crganlsatloxal
components of statistical infrastructure can have a glgnlflcant impact
on statistical development as a whole.

(4) The main strengths of the "CA statistical programme appear to.be:

(a) Technical and organisational support to the kind of operation
i e referred to in (3) ahove.
i . (b) Evaluation and adaptation of methodology in partlcular sub ject
) fields.
(c¢) Service as a focal point for the consolldatlon of statlstlcal
data for the region as a whole, :
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49 . These considerations imply the nsed for some change in the_relatiogships
between the .Ci Statistics Division, the Conference and ite member national ..

statistical services. They also imply thut the Conference itself should grédu%liii:, 2
assume a more direct operational responsibility. T

5C. The Conference of ifrican Statisticians is one of the oldsst of the quvi'“ﬂ' a
standing bodies and has met Yegularly every two years since 1959. Its delibera-

tions have been of notably good quality and it has .provided excellent services in
guiding and co-ordinating national and regioral statistical activities as wéll as

the related technical essistance inputs. For 1& years the Conference has therefore
completely fulfilled the functions envis=ged for it at the operning sesaign of SCAe
However it is still a consultative and advisory body and its position is no longer
satisfactory in the light of current moves towards self-reliance, regional coO—
operation, ato. ‘

Hl. For the Conference to become more operational;'possibly in much ths same way
ag the Conference of “uropean Statisticians, it needs financial and manpower R
regources which can be provided only by its members. It is clear that, in a -
situation where most African statistical services have to devote all available
resources to their own development, extensive regicnal co-opsration projects are

not yet feasible. Nevertheless a modest start has to be made.

i

52, In this connection the secretariat would like te ~ffer a number of
suggestions: ‘ '
(1) The Cenference sheuld leck into the possibility of remedying the
- ghortfall in regicnal advisory services through shert assignments
by national experts. This would invelve ECA cempiling, with the help
of paticnal statistical offices, a list ~f naticnal experts in
gpecified fields whose gervices can be requested on a Gevernment to
Government basis. '

(2) It should alse assume direct respensibility for at least cne statistical
development preject. Probably the mcst suitable weuld be price
statistics which are weak at ECA and in mest countries but specially
relevant to the establishment of a new internaticnal econemic order.

Fer this, the Cenference‘mayAneed to set up its own small Werking
Group to discuss details of develeping such a project. The costs
jnvolved in convening such a Working Group shruld be met by

participating African Governments.

(3) The Conference shculd be gelective in the number of seminars, workshops
and working groups approved. Priority should be given t¢ training'
workehops in areas where naticnal expertise is rather limited. Such

" training workshops can be made financially possible in one of- the
fellewing ways: ' - : :

(a) A trainiﬁg centre can spenser and finance-the participation of
selected trainees.

(b) A country can opt to provide host facilities, including interpretation
equipment and interpreters. The Gevernments of participants will
‘pay the fare and per diem of their candidates or zlternatively
provide for this training-under the UNDFP -country IPF.
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(¢) Funds for such ccurses can be obtained in specific cases from

. .-+ -bilateral or muliilateral scurces but this will reguire active

endeorgement of the workshop by the African Gevernments, concerned.

53. It shruld be understrod that there is ne intenticn on the part of ECA te

reduce its supperting activities except insofar as this has already happened -threugh-
budgetary constraints. The essential censideratirn is that mrre direct use of.

the Cenference by the regicn for-statistical development purpeses would brth ‘stirenghten
the Cenference and give WCA and other agencies betier praspects fer prev1d1ng suppnrt
eerv1ces.

Work pregramme

54. The follewing list of prejects is the ECA statistical programme approved by

the fourth meéeting of the ECA Cenference of Ministers in February. Its presentation
has been simplified in terms of a subject format which is not explicitly related te
the organlsatlonal structure of the ECA Statistice Divisien. The pregramme
should “be ‘reviged in the light of the Conference s ¢onclusicns relatlng tr the’
fnreg01ng summary report and its reccmmendations in respect of other agenda

items.

9.540.00 - General Assembly resolution 2211(XXI); ECUSOC resolutiocn 37(LVII)
noting annual report of ECA; sessions 9, 10, 11, 12 of the
‘Commission, ECA Executive Committee and Technlcal Committee of
Experts; Conference of African Statlstlclans,

Project aim: Te develop and co-ordinate statistical services in the African
regicn t0 meet the growing data requirements for administration,
industry,’ prlicy fnrmulat1nn and plannlng fﬁr ecrnﬂmlc and social ru-

. developments : :

Tr develep a reglﬁnal framewerk of statlstlcal 1nfnrmat1ﬁn,
suppnrted by detailed etudles, providing a reasonably cﬂmprehenelve
account of the African ecencemic and secial situaticn.

9.541.00 leneral aspects of eﬁ—nf&inatiﬁn and develrnpment

10 Servicing the tenth (1977), eleventh (1979) and twelfth (1981)
sesmicneg 'of the Conference of African utatlet1c1ane,

20 . Centlnulng review nf statistical erganlzatlnn problems in the
region, preparation of perlodlc reperts, with supporting action
as necessarys

: 30 - Biennial publication of the Directery of African Statisticians
R and the Bibliography of "African Statistical Publicatircns and periedic
publlcatlon ¢f the Statistical Newsletter,

40 . Malntenance of an 1nventory of electronlc data processing
equlpment, related staff rescurces.and applications fer the region
and the 01rculat10n of, periodic summaries and.evaluatircns. Study on
methods and practices of record keeping (1977) and werking greup on
da‘ta processing (1979); .

50 o "Co—ordination of data bank activities. The data bank is expected
10 include an extensive dercumentation reference service.
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9.942.00 ° ' Training
10 Suppert to nati~nal and regicnal statistical training centres
and the. prevision of biennial reports on African statistical:training;
20 = - -Werking Greup on Statistical Training ¥eeds in Africa (1976) .
Ce and follow-up-action in c¢ollaboraticn with the UN Statistical Office,
UNDE, etc. _ _ ' ' |

9;543.00 - Naticrnal abcoun,s, ‘finance and prioas

————— e b e

3

10 ' A851stanoe to countries in applylng the rev1sed UN bystem of '
' Natienal Accounts, (SNA) 2nd in develeping related basic seriesj..

e

11 Frovision of regional advisory services in national accounts;

12 Preparation of chapters as a supplement to the United Nations

. National Accounts Manual for use in the African region (1976—
1977) to ampllfy'some aspects of the international recommenda—u'-
tions in the light of Tegional conditions; ,

13 " ‘Organizaﬁion of short training courses for ifrican professional
national accounting personnel : [English-speaking (1976), French-
speaking (1977); :

14 . i Senior-leval workshops or seminars on aspects of the UNA
' . requiring special attention : flxad capital formatlon and
construction statistics (1977), national accounting at
constant prices (1978), external transactions (19783), treatment
of the serfvices sector in national accounts (1979), deflators
for African nat1ona1 accounts {1980);

9.543.20 e Development of a data base of African national accounts,
external tranractions, finance and price statistics, using
secretariat estimates where necessary; continuing project
co~ordinated w1th other rrlevant activities of the United Nations
data system;

30 btatﬂstlcal operations and studizs in areas of special
1mJortaﬂ0a oy -taqﬁness;?::_ o

31 Purchasing. power'parifies of African currencies, -continuing
project in collaboration with the International Comparison
Study. xtension of existing work on consumers‘ goods to

producers’ goods (1377);"

32. - Developmsnt of a co~ordinated sysiem of (African price statistics
at preducer;. wholes~1l~, local purchaser,: export and world market
levelss continuing project in.collaboration with the UN
Statistical Office. Inputs will be price data regularly available
from African- countrlos, additional 1nformat10n’collqcted for
9:543.31 ‘and for selected primary commodities. FPreparation of
reports: ‘african ‘price movements in relation to those of
other rTegions {1976), producers! prices of principal primary
commodi ties (1978). The project is also relevant to the
establishment of current sectoral.deflators for African
national accounts and other series; :

33 External transactions statistics : analytical report (19?7);
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Public sector reworts: rublic .finance, statistics- (annual),
financing of investments (1977), analysis cf iblic smctor .
saccounts (1978), gnalysis of trends in public and private
consumption expenditure-(1979), public debt in African
countries (1980), growth and importance of. the public sector

(1981);

Private income -and. consumpti-n; patterns of private. consumption
- expsnditure 61976); distritution.-of 1ncome and prlvate consumption
in selected oountrles {1979) ; .

L

Examlnatlon of st-tistical relationships‘between sconomic
aggresate for the improvement of national accounts estimates;
continuing project, second PsflOdlc report (1979),

Analysls of input- outpt tables for gselectad countrles (1979)

Bxternal Prade Statistics

: Assisténce-in.improving the coverage and timeliness of national
trads statietice., Analytical report en methodas and practices in the
region (1977);

Compiiation of quarteflJ data £or ‘the p» riod;cal:ﬁhﬁiiéatioﬂ

- of FPoreign Trade Stctistics-.for Afrlc y Series A, direction of total

trade;

Processing of annual commodity trade statistics for individual
countries in standardized value and -quantity units, in ccllaboration
with the LN Statistical Office. Utilization of these records in

developing 'an external trade data base. Publication ‘twice a year
of Foreign Trade 3tatistics for Africa, Seriss B, trade by commodi ty

© and by country,

Praparation of special tabulations, etc., to asaist the development
of African ir:de, with particular raference to intra-African trade and

" terms of. trade. Pariodic publication of Foreign Trade Statistics for
"Africa, Series O, summary tables.a 1 ,

Inuustrlal stqt13t1cs

A551suance to 1nd1V1dua1 countrles in apglylng the 1ntprnat10na1
reccumencdations .for industrial st-tistics and in improving the coverage
and timeliness of these data.. -Organization of a regional seminar {(1978);:

Development of a data base for general annual industpial

..8tatigtics and annual and monthly comwodity produciion in the

fields of mining, manufacturing, construction and the production
of slectricity, gas and water. The data base will include energy
balance sheetis;

Continuing statistical studies o»n productivity structure and
development of manufaciuring in Africa, capital output ratios, local
processing of raw materials for export relationship between producticn
and trade in African manufactured products.
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Other e¢conomic statistiqs

. 'Agricﬁitufé Eétébliéhment of a data base incorporafing
selectsd FAO and other material. Statistica study on production
and trade 1n agrlcultural commodities (1977),

Transvort% and communication: Development of a data base and
asgistance to cvuntries in collaboraticn with the UN Statistical
Office and other .agéncies. Organization.of a working croup on
transport statistics (1976), methodologlcal study on measurement of
Toad transport movements (1980) gtrtistical studies on air
tranaport (1980) anl African msrchant shipping flzets (1981);

Tourism: - Development of a data bage. HKethodological study
(1977) and training seminar (1980); "

Distribution: Initial seminar on development prospects (1977);

Preparation of the ifrican Statistical Yearbook, the annual
African Bconomic Indicators and the periodic Statistical and iconogic

- Information Bulletin for africaj

Demographic and social statistics

_ Suppbpt to the African Census Programme and to thc-follow—up
ifrican Household Survey Capability Programme (whicﬁ.uill_also
cover relatzd econcmic data);

'Othcr advisorv services in demographic and social statistics;

_ MPthOdOlOglC&l studiest migraztion statlstlcs (1976), me thods
and pruolems of the 1970 rouni of African population censuses (1976),

" civil registration (1977), scope and quality of demographic snd social

statistics in Africa (1980), con...ts and dafinitions for selected
demograph“c and soclal characteristics (1981);

ﬂorklng groups and tralnlng workshops civil registration (1978),
migration statistics (1979), framework for the integration of social and
demographic statistics (1981);

Development of an African demographic and social statistids

-data base;

Developmpnt of Statlstha on chlldren and youth in collaboratlon
with UNICEF (1977);

Statistical evaluation of selected social indicators (1978).
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African Census Frogramme

idvisory services in the planning and conduct of national
censuses of population;

On-site training of local technicans by regional agdvisrsj

Co-ordination of regional activities of the sfrican Census
Programme with UN Headquarters nbjectives and with individual
country projectss '

Methodological studies: data collection and tabulation
procedures (1976), evaluation of special techniques for the
enumeration of nomadic populations (1976), evalustion and
analysis of collected data (1976—197?), evaluation of coverage -
and content wrrors of censuses (1980), Teview of census and survey
methodology in Aifrica (1981);

Gollection of information on the planning and conduct of
population censuses in the various countries participating in the
African Census Prograume; dissemination of this information
among technicians through personal contact and by distribution
of the African Census Programme Newsletter.

Working groups: Tecompendations for the 1980 round of
population and housing censuses in 4frica (1977), coverage and
content error ~valuation of censuses (1980), methodological
problems of censuses and surveys in Africa (1981).

African Household Survey Capability Programnmne

Advisory services.

Development of methodology for the continuing collection
of integrated economic, social and demographic statistics from
households.

Co-ordination of international and bilateral assistance
to participating countries.

Working Group : household surveys (1979).
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ANNEX T Annex I .
U3E OF PROFZSSICGMAL TIWTS
... Nan-months .. ... ..
i Actual
"Descriptions of idctivities b Jan=Jun
T | 1675..) 1976 l 977 - -
.9.541.00 General aspects of co-ordination and development B "le"“'
\{-\'-:..‘)
Serving the ninth (1975) tenth (1977) 2nd eleventh (1979)
gessgion of the Confernnce of &frinan Statisticians.eievese 8 2- 3
Review of statistical organlzatlon problems in the raglon . 2_;1 e 1 1
:Directory of afrlcan :tatlstlclans......................... 1 - 1
‘Bibliography of African Jtatlstlcal Publicet1ons........... -~ - -
Statlstlcal Newsletter........'.'..“.'....;;'.'.;...'...:'....'....- 1 1 .%'
‘Inventory of electronic data processihg equipment Telated L QT di}
staff resources and applications for the region.......... 2 1 1
Study on. methods and practices Uf”fécéfﬁ?ﬁ&éﬁihg~(1977)...;” - S
Co—ordlnatlon of data bank activities.....ieeeeecnvenoneodin o - " 2% 1
General admlnlstratlon...................:.{..{;........{.. I'ST 5 . 'Jr2%
Totaliveesnedenest BTG | 124 10
19.542.00 Training o
Support to national and reglonal statlstlcal tralnlng centres ;
and provision of blennlal reports on African statistical, . :
tralmng .-.tt-n---o-o-1--0------..tll-o:ol--cucolol-!tf‘-. 2 2 1
Working Group on atatistlcal Training Needs in Africa and S
FOL1OW-UP 2CtiON.evrodrenerecrroansesannaaiasnnsinaes 13 3 52
" i3S, D 3 5 6%
9.543.00 ; Nationai accounts finance anﬁ priéés
Assistance t6 countries in apnlying the Tévised U System of -
National Accounts (SVa) and in developing relat=d basic 7 .
Serles........-o.-...._................................. ?- 3
Prov151on .of. reglonal adv1sory services in national accounts 6 6
Study -on the applicatipnfof the reévised 3Na in African
cbﬂn’t‘riaﬁ.:;;-‘.o;o-:-- .... L I B I B BN R B B BRI BE O B BN R B NI NN RN RN BB B B RN 2 - -
Preparation of a National:ﬁccounts Manual for use in the -
African region %o supplement some aspects of the
international recommendations .in .the .light .of regional 7
conﬁtiona...l."l.llI.ll._I.lllIl.Aliill.lll'.IllI..llr..ll 64-“' 7 B 2
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Man-moqr

o S

. Descriptions of Activities e

Actuall

1975

1976

Sen10r~1evel workshops or semrnars of the oNA requlrlng.;;::...

‘special attentlon.

Fixed capital formatlon and constructlon statlstlcs(l9?7
National accounting at constant prices (1978) ..
uxternal transactions {1975) and 1978)..

DeveIOpment of a data base of - Afriean national accounte,
‘external : transactlone, finance and prices, using secretariat
eatimates where neoeesary...............

LU B BRI N )

LEC RN B LR R A O B

L L R R N R I I B I

Statistical operatlone and studies in areas of sp901a1 1mport-

anoe or weakness.

. Purchaelng power parltiee of African currenoiee,n...oa.p
-Developsent of a co-ordinated system of sfridan price °
etatlst1cs at producer, wholesale, lgcal purchaser,

. export and world market 1eve13.......
Exporte on (4) African price movements ir rélation to -

T i "those of other regions (1976)........3...
External Transactions (1977).eceess..
Fublic finance statistics (annualeeceeesn.
Financing of investments {1977)ccveersn..

oo--ou----n.l-.t.
.

A s oW

(1976)oo----eo-eoo’no-o-oo.----on-a'--,oooc
Distribution financial, and private.

consumption in selected countries (1979)..
Growth of capital’ budgets between 1960 Pnd
1970........;

(£)
(g)

0-----.0--o-----o-o‘----no-:.

--Bxamination- of etatistifal relationships between ~conomic
aggregates for the improvement of national accounts
estlmatee............ tiesserderenann

oo-..'..‘o--l---eoc

Analyel§ of 1nput—output tables for eeleoted countrles
(1979 .c.n-o-nooo.tooouolonn-----o.oo-o-c--ou-

J : | " Total......

9.544.00 Zxternal Trade
Analytical report on external trade stlulstlcs methode and
practices in the region T197T) evnnnnnnan

EEE I LI BN NN I B R B T R Y

Series-A, Pirectipn of -~
Trade.....
Series B, Trade by
commodi ty and
by country.....
Summary Tables

Foreign Trade Statistics for Africa:

LI

Geries C,

Paterns of private consumption expendi turel -

11

27

e

Ll ol TR

1

48

Totaleanss.

LRI S A ]

B P

.........

12

19
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Man~Months
— e . - m emers B e = . . . T — . Aétu-—é-l— i
Descriptions of Activities — Taned oo
o 1975 19761 1977
G.545.00 - Industr1al otatlstlcs' B . "":n’ ‘ i
Seminar on Industrial btatlsy;cp (19?8) o - - 1%
Devalopment of a data base for general annual 1ndustria1
stztistics and annual and monthly: COmmOdlty productlon
“in the flelds of mining; manufacturing; construction -
and the productlon of electricity gas & water:.....,... 6 . 11 14
St>t15t10a1 studles on sroductivity structure and develop-
ment:of manufacturing in Africa, capital-output:rations, vt
local processing of raw materlals for export, relations- . E
ship between productlon and trade in Afrlcan manufactured _ .
P].'Od.uctS.-..o--...--.-.-........--.'.........-.......... 5 - h %.
' Total-.l.l....l.. ]-1 11 6
9. 546 00 Other Tconomlc Statlstlcs ‘ Y ..u:
Agrioulture- Jstabllshment of a data bagq_;pcorporatlng Y PP S
o selscted FAO ﬁnd other material 2 4 1
Statistical study on proiuctlnn and trada
in agrlcultural comiodi ty (1977) . - 1
Transport and Communlcatlon.,Development of a data base 3 %
' © Working Group -on Transport’
Statistics (1976)......... 2 3 -
Tourism: Development for data base, me t.. od01051ca1 study ) .
(197?)..!llIl..!‘-&-.l-&ﬁl...-.“l‘-.'.' i " l -‘% 2
Diegtribution: Initial seminar on developmpnt nrospects ‘ .'
. . B - (19?7).--. ce -.-o--o-----.--eloo --------- - - l
.'Afrlcan Statlstlcal Yearbook..;;;tffi....}.. ......... . 12 4 1
Afrlcan Economlc Indlcators .......;..;,f.;.;....;.;Jm;l -2 -
-Statlstlcal an&-uconom1c Bulletln for Africa....- . . e ._l.
Totalesesseenons . 26. c18k| TR
9.547. 00 'Demogfaghic ahd Social Statistics
bupport to the ifri dn “Gensus Programme and Bevelopment
of - the follbw-up ifrican Household Surveys Programme.. 2 3
. Other advisory gerv1ces in demographie-and social statistics - 1)1
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_ - Man-moriths .
P .3 = q
Actuﬁl l
PRI . . . . "
Descr1pt;ons of Activities | Tan—dud~
A 11975 1976 | - 1977
Hethodological studies: Enumeration of nomadic populatichs 4 - =
. Migration statistics (1976)ecesence 7 - -
Methods and problems of African )
population censuses & surveys {1976)} '5 3 -
Civil. reglstratlon (1977) o _' 4| 1
Worklng Groups ‘and training workshops civil registration (1978) - - 1
migration statistics(1979) - - .1
Development of an African democraphlc and soc1a1 statistics ‘ |
database....l...'ll......ll.ll..l.I.I.....Il lllllll .C:....: 4 léL . 1
Selected evaluatlon of selectod 3001a1 1n§;cators (1978) - - -
i |
‘ Total............... 22 123 6
9.548.00 African Census Programme
Advisory services in the planning and conduct of natlonal o - -
censuses of populatlon Seeererorssiatasnaest sesraaaneae | 24 29 15
Methodological studies: Data collection and tabulation -
e : . Procedmes(1976)' sressesn - - 2 -
Evaluation of special techniques. for| . ..
the enumeration of nomadic populatlon‘_”‘_ _
(1976) --occo------ooo------o-oo'" 2” % -
Evaluation and analysis of collected
data (1976“77).-.----.--. ------ oo-oo‘ - % 2
African Census Programme Newsletter.........;...;...;..J..... 3 3 1
Working Group oh the recommendations for the 1980 round of o
population and houszng censuses in Africa. (19?7).........5.1 5 - 1
. o .Totalo----o-oooo¢-¢'34 35 19
9.549.00 African Household Survey Capabllltv Programme - T B
- Totalovo-rnv-c-ooo- 752' 33 2-
9.550.00 Other’Activities
: Pr009351ng and analysis of data for other Aivisions eeees.. 10 ) -
Country visits for .data collection. et stesessvanansans tans 1 - -
Review of general service Staff 98larieSeiececsescecne. ctans - 2 -
Total.--}.--..-.' 11 ) 8 -
ORIND Totaleeesenner...  |188 13| | 84




