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Mr. Chairman znd distinguished delegates,

My delegation has asked for this opportunity not to meke a full-
sdalé policy statement but merely to draw your attention to eertain
saliént points about past policies which are inevitebly bound to affect
not only the future pclicies of the new Basotho Administration but also
the pﬁtentiallcontribution Lesotho can make towards the ECA goal of
economice integration. I cannot speak about fuiture pcolicies becauss I
have no ideaz what they are going to be., But befors doing =0, I wish
to pass some votes of gratitude and congratulatioms! I should like to
express my delegation's gratitude tc thoe venerable President, the
Governor and the people of the Republiec of Kenya for the warm and
cordial welcome accorded us and the magnificent faclilities they have
provided to make this session a success. I should like alsoc to
congratulate you, Mr, Chairman, end your two Vice-Chairmen, on your
election to the high offices of the session. Last but not least, my .
delegation wishes to express its gratitude to the outgcing Chairman
of the Sixth session for his brilliant =nd valuable Report on the
activities of ECA during the tenure of his office. I shall of course

‘say something later on about the Executive Secretary and his staff,

Bow Mr. Chairman, may I raise some general points I referred 1o

at -the beginning ¢f my specch,
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‘Firét of all, Mr. Chairmén, ny delegation has no worthwhile facts
or figures of achievement or progress to report in the economic field
because the economy has been stagnant for all time. Yet despite the
awareness of this depressing fact by the powers that be, there is
still no attempt at drawing up scoime objectives and targets for the
future, let alons defining the priority areas and the future lines of
policy for dealing with them. This parlous state of affairs is
largely due to the unenterprising and backward-looking policies
followed in the past. With a few exceptions, the indepsndent states
of Africa represented here have all gone through the colonisl phase
or stage of development and are therefore well conversant with the
budgetary savings sriontzd or expenditure-shy policies followed by
tolonial s.dministrations. The policy nursued in the case of Basutoland
since 1868 when the founder of the Basotho nation, Chief Moshedi,
askéd for British protection, can quite justifiably be described as
that of maintaining law and order only, or put in economic terms,
that of "maintenance and repair'. As some statistical evidence shows,
the so-called Colonial Development and Welfare Funds have in my
country been directed mainly towards the social services sector
{health, education,.etc¢.}. The long-range policy, now abandoned, was
the preparation of the country for ¢ventual incorporation inte or

integration with, the then Union of South Africa.

The new\leaders'ofl‘»sotho will therefore be faced with the
formidabie but by no means insoluble problem of economic development
of tHé country in all its aspects. It would appear to me that it will
evideqtly'be a matter of starting right from the scratch. There are
three areas,.hOWever, which in my opinion, the new leaders should
give ﬁop and immediate priority, amely, water resources, livestock
products and agriculture. W ' .in the territory rise the headwaters _
of the Orange River and its tributaries, the largest and most important
river in Southern Africa. These abundant water resources could be
used for producing electricity no’ only for internal purposes but also

for export, and also for increasing the productivity of land through
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“perigation, Basutoland is also reputed fof its weol and mohair as well

as hides and skips, and there is still tremendous room for improvement

in this ficld, too. I do not, of course, have to over-emphasize¢ the

impcrtant role played by agriculture in the economic or industrial

development process. Basutoland has up to now been insulated from the

hard, cold facts of economic life but

must now face them under new

leadership. As a recent report on Importation and Exportation of

Livestock and Agricultural produce shows, the consensus of opinionseems

to be that there must be more Government initiative in economic affairs

and that the choice is no longer between the classical laissez~faire

doctrine and planning but between planning and no development at all,

The whole question will, as I have already said, be determined by the

political decisions of the new Government in due course.

I would like to refer to Xrother pdiwi, the question of whot sontribution
Basutolapd can make to what most of the delegates regard as the chief

objective of the ECA, namely, economic integration of Africa. It is

not as yet clear what contribution Basutoland can make at least in

the short run in this respect for the

(1) as you all know, Basutoland
of South Africa and this in

factor on the free movement

following reasons:

is an enclave in the Republic
itself constitutes a sad limiting

of persons, goods and ideas, to

and frqm the rest of the African continent;

.(1i) Basutoland is cconomically dependent on the Republic's

egxtractive and secondary indusiriés to provide employment,

and at present derives 26 per cent of her public revenue

from customs and excise duties collected by South African

authorities and shared on the basis of a customs agrecment,

Moreover, Basutoland has already entered into a currency

union with South Africa.

A realistic approach to these thorny problems would, as the

Constitutional Commission rightly recognized, be to establish friendly
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Worklng relatlonshlps w1th the Republlc of South Africa. I hope the
-onourable helegate from Kenya will reallze that circumstances alter
cases and that, as the Representatlve of ICFTU has already p01nted out,
in certaln circumstances the policy of complete boycott of South
African goods should be applied with cautlon. I should not be mis-
interprefed_here: I am not sa&ing that if is impossible for Basutoland
to particibate in the grand task of economic integration but I anm
merely underllnlng some hurdles that must first be cleared, and‘ﬁith |
ECA's helplng hand and co-operatlon I am confident that these obstacles

can be removed in the long run.

Mr Chairman, Basutoland has been, and still is, watching and
following with keen interest the various activities of ECA. We are
partlcularly impressed by the Executlve Secretary's statement that it
"15 hlgh tlme 8 shlft were made from faet -gathering and 1nst1tut10n-
building act1v1tles to the more practical and operational act1v1t1?83
I wish at this juncture to express my delegation's'appreciation.of the
pralseworthy achievements recently accomplished by the Secretariat, in
particular the establishment of three institutions, the African Develop=-
ment Bank and the Institute for Economic Develor--4tand Planning, and

sub-regional offices.

I canr t conclude my speech without expressing my delegation's
gratitude %o the various Specialized Agcncies of the United Nations
and certain sovereign governments for the practical interest they have

shewn in the economic affairs of Basutoland in recent years.

In conclusion, I am very happy to let you know that_thie is moet
probably the last time Basutoland speaks here as an Associaﬁe Member
of.ECA; elections are scheduled to take place'next April, wifh full
independence following a year later. My delegatieh_is thus only too
happy to congratulate the new fovereign.States of-Malawilehd'Zambia

on their attainment of full membership of ECA.

Thank you very much, Mr Chairman.



