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I 
CM.8/L .14 - Formulation arid implement_aE_i_o!}_ pf a__p!ogramm~ for the Industrial 

Developmeri~ Decade fot Africa 

The \ conference of Ministers, 
I 

Bearng in mind t he decisions of the Heads of States and Government of 

Oi'gani zat on of African Unity on accelerated industrialization in Africa as 

contained I in the Monrovia Declaration)/ the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final 
I 2/ 

Act of Lat os,-

Gui ~ed by and committed to the implementation of, the Lagos Plan of Action 

which str sses the importance of the industrialization of the African region in 

general and of each individual African country in particular as a fundamental 

option in
1
the total range of activities aimed at freeing Africa from under-development 

and economic dependence, 

Re cognizing that the effective implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action wi~l, 

to a large extent, hinge on the accelerated development of the industrial sector, 

as a supp i ier of essential inputs both to itself as well as to the other priority 

sectors in the Lagos Plan, namely agriculture, transport and communications, energy, 

trade and finance, and as a user of the outputs from these sectors, 

Convinced of the vital s i gnificance for African countries of United Nations 

General A embly resolutions 35/66 (6) of 15 December 1980 proclaiming the 1980s 

as the Industrial Development Decade for Africa and Part II of 36/182 of 17 December 

1981 .:;tressing the importance of the Decade for Africa, 

!/ Conference of Ministers resolution. 

y i /S-11/14, annexes land 2. 
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Recalling resolution CM/Res.888(XXXVII) of June 1981 adopted by the 

Organization of African Unity which, inter alia, 

(a) welcomes the proclamation by the General Assembly of the 198 s as 

the Industrial Development Decade for Africa; 

(b) requests all States members of the Organization of African Unity 

to take the necessary measures to draw up and implement specific programmes 

in the context of the Decade at the national, subregional and regional levels; 

and 

(c) urges all relevant international organizations, especially the 

United Nations Development Programme, to increase, in accordance with ited 

Nations General Assembly resolution 35/66 (B) of 15 December 1980 their 

I technical and financial ·assistance to African countries for the preparation 

and implementation of the Decade Programme, 

Recalling further resolution l(vi) of 25 November 1981 by the sixth 

Conference of African Ministers of Industry on the adoption of proposals 

for the fonnulation and implementation of a programme for the Industrial 

!Development Decade for Africa, 

1. Endorses resolution 1 (vi) of the sixth Conference of African 

Ministers of Indus t ry and the establishment of the Joint ECA/OAU/UNIDO 

Inter-secretariat Committee on the Decade; 

2. Cal ls upon all member countries individually and collectively to 

take steps as a matter of urgency, including the establishment of national 

co-ordinating coIIDnittees and focal points and the organization of national 

workshops with the participation of all the relevant sectors and insti t ut ions 

to examine and adjust their development plans, with a view to incorporating, 

as appropriate, the. concepts , gui ding principles and objectives of the 

Industrial Deve l opment Decade Programme in their national economic perspectives 

and deveiopment plans; 

3. Further cal ls u:g_on each member country, as a matter of urgency , to 

I identify the group of strategic and core industrial projects at both th 
national and the multinational levels which, by virtue of their interre lations, 

promote each others growth and development and which, through technical and 

economic linkages and complementarities, especially with priority sectors set 

C 

out in the Lagos Plan of Action, would accelerate industrial and general economic 

development and growth; 
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4. Urges member countries to identify, assess and detennine their 

industrial capacities and c.apabili ties inter alia, for (i) the preparation 

and implementation of projects; (ii) the preparation, evaluation and 

negotiation of specifications, bids and contracts; (iii) the procuremen~ of 

technology, plan, and management and consultancy services; (iv) Research 

and Development and training; and (v) production, marketing and distribution, 

which should be up-graded and integrated, to enable them individually and 

collectively gradually to meet their changing domestic needs for key consumer, 

intermediate and capital goods in accordance with the concepts. guiding 

principles and objectives of the Industrial Development Decade for Africa; : 

5. Recommends the adoption of a multinational approach and intra­

African co-operation, as .the most viable option in the African context, in 
1 the development of strategic and basic industries, particula;lythe metallurgical, 

chemical and engineering industries, which by virtue of their requirements for 

large markets and their role in providing key inputs for all economic activities, 

are crucial for self-reliant and self-sustaining development and economic 

I growth; 

6. Calls upon member countries to strengthen consultations among themselve 

with a view to facilitating collective action including consultations and 

negotiations with third parties and to establishing eventually an African 

mechanism for industrial consultations, negotiations and arbitration; 

7. Calls upon member countries to provide infonnation on arrangements 

for their national industrial workshops, as called upon in operative paragraph 2 

above to enable the secretariats of the Commission, the Organization of 

African Unity and the United Nations Industrial Development Organizatio to 

programme their technical support/assistance in response to any request from 

countries; 

8. Recommends t hat t he closest relationship among appropriate organs 

of Government including those dealing with external relationships, sho ld be 

I established at the national level with a view to ensuring that international 

I industrial negotiations and co-operation truly reflect the imperatives of the 

I Decade as set out in the proposals for the Decade Programme; 

9. Calls upon the Executive Secretary to take. in collaboration ~ith 

the Secretary General of the Organization of African Unity, the Executive 

Director of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization and t he 

Executive Secre~ary of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Deve lopment, 

, vigorous steps to promote intra-African trade in industrial raw materi al s. 

intermediate and finished products in recognition of the crucial role of 

industrial trade in facilitating the 'implementation, at the national anp 
mutlinational levels, of programmes and projects for the Industrial 

Development Decade for Africa; 
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10. Requests the Executive Secretary, the Executive Director of the 

United Nations Industrial Development Organization and the Secretary-General 

of the Organization of African Unity and the Executive heads of other 

international and African organizations to adjust their work progr~ s with 

a view to providing greater support to the member countries in their efforts 

to implement the Industrial Development Decade Programme and, in part icular to 

(a) Assist member co1D1tries in undertaking appropriate realignment of 

their national development plans in the light of the Decade Programae , by 

providing of guide-lines, organizing national, subregional and regional 

workshops, assessing natural resources and national, capacities and 

capabilities, and :_>identi£ying core projects as provided in operative 

paragraph 3 above, that can be implemented at the national and/or nrultinationa 

level; 

(b) Assist governments to strengthen existing, and develop new , 

capacities and capabilities in areas including those identified in operative 

paragraph 4 above for self-reliant and self-sustaining industrialization; 

11. Urges the Administrator of the United Nations Development 

Programme to increase, in accordance with the resolutions adopted by the 

General Assembly and the Organization of African Unity on the Decade, the 

amount of funds allocated to the industrial sector in its national and 

regional programme in Africa with a view to expanding the scope and volume 

of its assistance in the programming and imp,lementation of the Decade 

programme at the national, subregional and regional levels; 

12. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to malce 

available. in accordance with the relevant resolutions on the Decade ~ the 

necessary resources required to strengthen the secretariats of the Commission 

and the Uuited Nati6ns Industrial Development Organization and thus enable the 

to play their expected r ol es i n assisting member com1tries to implement the 

industrial Development Decade for Africa; and 

13. Calls upon the Executive Secretary to report regularly, i n 

consultation with the Secretary-General of the Organization of Afri can Unity 

and the Executive Director of the United Nations Industrial Developm nt 

Organization to the meetings of the Commission through the Conference of 

African Ministers of Industry on the progress achieved in the implenentation 

of the ]ndustrial Development Decade for Africa. 




