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SPEECH BY THE LEiDER OF

Mr. PreSident, Honourable Ministers, Your Exoellencies,

Distinguished Representatives;

It is a great pleasure for roe t~ be present at this Session when the

Republic. of Zambia becomes a full member of the E00nomic Commission for

Africa. vfe are proud to join our 'fell"" African States in this great

enterprise, and we intend to play our full part in the work of the Com

mission thereby makiLg a real pr~~tioal oontribution to the achievement

of the ooncept of Africe;1 Uni ty, not only in the political sphere but

especially in tho c co norad o aplrer e , It". President, I bring the fraternal

greetings of the President of the Republic of Zambia, Dr. Kaunda, of the

Government of Zambia u' cf th8 Pe0ple of Zambia to this Conference and

to express their ~ope that out of the deliberations at this Session will

oome solutions which will help the economic and social welfare of all

me~ber States and, indeed, of all the people of Africa.

Zaobia is ,-,ell a;;are of the valuable work which the Commission is

doing, and we have a Lr eady estaolishcd close contacts with the Regional

Office of the Commi s s i on in Lus aka , Since the clcse bf the Sixth Session

the joint UN/ECA/FAO ~conomic SurV8Y Missi~n has reported on the Economic

Development of Zambia and this valuable report forms the basis of our

development p Lanrri ng , Tho report cf the ECA Indus trial Co-ordination

Mission to East and Centr~l A:rica which was presented to the Commissicn

at its last session will be fol10wed up later this year by a Conference

to discuss the regional co-oriination of industry in our region. We

shall be happy to act as hosts to this Conference in Lusaka.
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We have recently notified the President of the African Development

~~nk of our intention to open negotiations with a view to joining the

Bank, and we hope that these arrangements will soon be successfully

concluded. In our view the Bank should not be regarded as a method

whereby the wealthier members subsidize the poorer. We believe that

all oountries joining the Bank, irrespeotive of their wealth and the size

of their sUbsoriptions to the Bank's oapital, will benefit from member-

ship in that they will share in the increased volume of development funds

whioh the Bank will attraot. The Development Bank is not a "poor oountry's

relief fund" but a genuine instrument for eoonomio oo-operation and develop- :.

ment.

Delegates will probably be aware that Zambia has experienoed a great

surge of eoonomic aotivity in 1964, partioularly since we have aohieved

Jull independence. Our economy is still basically dependent on copper,

and 1964 has been a good year for copper and other minerals, In addition,

industrial activity has expanded considerably, We have recently pUblished

an outline of our industrial polioy, and we intend soon to implement pro

posals for assistance to industry by means of a "Pioneer Industry Aot".

The establishment of those industries which are likely to stimulate the

growth of related enterprises is particularly important, and, apart from

Pioneer Industry legislation, we give vigorous encouragement to private

industry through tax relief, the tariff struoture, loans and technioal

studies.

But our expansion during 1964 is only the beginning. We have just

published a Transitional Development Plan covering the period 1st January,

1965 to 30th June, 1966. This Plan is transitional in that it covers a

short period between a previous plan and a new Four-or Five-Year Plan,

More basically, it is transitional in that it attempts to move from

financial to resource planning and it is a stage in the movement from

planning mainly the Government sector of the economy to planning the eoo

nomy as a whole. Within the Transitional Plan, priority has been given

to defence, education and agriculture. This was partly due to neglect

in the past and also to the urgent needs of the future, The Plan involves
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a rapid increase in Government building and construotion expenditure which

should be more than twice as large in 1965 and subsequent years as in 1964.

It has been estimated that the Plan may make it possible to reduce urban

unemployment by 40,000 persons, i.e. roughly by 50 per cent.

Agriculture has a key pcsition under the Plan. Although it produced

only 12 per cent of the gross domestic product in 1963, 77 per cent of

the population relied on agriculture for a living. It is reoognized that

here is the greatest problem and also the finest opportunity for future

development. Development in agriculture will take time, but we are con

fident that the oo-ordinated plan which is being put into effect to sti

mulate agriculture in a wide variety of ways will prove successful. The

development of agriculture will enlarge the home market and provide the

best incentive for industrial growth.

Let it net be imagined, Mr. President, that we are vieWing this inter

nal activity and development in isolation. I have already indicated that

we are closely interested in the oo-ordination of industry within our region.

We recognize that,in spite of rapid development, our domestic markets for

many products will remain relatively small for a long time. In many spheres,

large scale industries will only be established by regional co-ordination.

The development of these industries, in its turn, expands trade within

Africa. We oan, at this meeting, acknowledge the principle that political

boundaries must not be allowed to thwart the economic growth of the coun

tries and regions of Africa.

It is noticeable that, as has been illustrated by the Bamako Confer

ence on Industrial Co-crdination in West Africa, the emphasis at regional

industrial co-ordination meetings tends to be placed on the establishment

of major industries such as iron and steel, chemicals and engineering.

But, in our view, successful regional industrial co-ordination requires

much more than this. Greater attention needs to be paid to the develop

ment of transport and communications within the regicn, and to the

development of intra-regional trade in general.
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Since it attained complete independence Zambia has begun to work out

its own trading policy which will contribute towards the development of

intra-African trade. This trading policy has two objects, to decrease

trade with Southern Africa and increase it with the independent Statee

of the rest of Africa, and with the rest of the World. The Trade Agree

ment with South Africa which was inherited from the former Federal Govern

ment is to be terminated, and the reQuired twelve months' notice has al

ready been given. In the meanwhile, we intend to study our trade with

South Africa and consider wuat further steps we should take. Similarly,

the Trade Agreement with Portugal will be terminated in six months' time,

and steps are being taken to remove the special privileges which imports

from Rhodesia still enjoy in our markets.

We welcome the results of the United Nations Conference on Trade and

Development, particularly the proposals to establish regular institutional

arrangements in the form of a Conference on Trade and Development ap-d a

Trade and Development Board. The original Conference was only a step in

a long process of altering the present trade .r& development relation

ships between the less developed countries cOO their main tn~,ding partners.

It is therefore important that permanent machinery should be established

to enable this dialogue to be continued.

As a land-locked country ourselves we were particularly interested

in the recommendations of the Conference relating to transit trade of land

locked countries, and we hope that the Economio Commission for Africa will

take up this matter so that such countries can obtain free and unfettered

access to world markets.

Finally, I should like to suggest to this Conference that the Econo

mic Commission for Africa should give greater consideration and expand

its interest in economic projects of a Pan African type. The Government

of the Republic of Zambia, together with the Government of the Republic

of Tanzania has for some time been considering the feasability and timing

of the construction of a railway line linking the two countries and link

ing not only the economy of these two c0untries but the whole of Central

and East Africa. This is clearly an African project because should it
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materialize not only shall the benefits accrue to these countries but a

stage will have been reaohed where their importance to the expanded com

munications and economies of Africa will have been achieved and, through

this, the introduction of a much greater flow of trade and persons within

the Central and East African regions of the Continent. The construction

of such major pro jec t.s a c r-ca d c , r a i Lwaye , h:L~1::r;urD ~ ~,,~::,2."~h c r o 0:: ::. ~on

tinental interest, are important stages in our economic revolution. vlliat

the Economic Commission for Africa can do in such projects would carry

greater weight and receive higher consideration by those world Governments

who are willing ~nd anxious to contribute towards the development of the

oontinent. The political independence of Africa, in the view of the mas

ses of Africa, was and must be interpreted into economic independence

and prosperity - this Conference, and indeed its member States, would be

failing miserably in their responsibilities to the people of Africa if

they refused to realise that there can be no time wasted, no energy spared

or reasonable risks avoided in our determination to translate political

independence into economic and social prosperity for our people. We in

Zambia have recognized this fact and have diligently and with a clear sense

of determination moved right ahead in producing an emergency plan, a transi

tional development plan and are now werking on a long-term five-year plan

which we hope will promote the ultimate social and economic aspirations

of our futlITe. I have no doubt that 0tber Gcvs~~~onts are doing the same.

To forget this elementary lesson is to create conditions for disturbance,

unrest, riots, instability and financial chaos .hich will undermine our

political indepsndence.

As we take our place as a full member of this organization we do so

with eQually full recognition of our obligations not only to this organiza

tion but to the whole concept of African liberation and unity.

Thank you, Mr. President.
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Corrigentium

Page 4, paragraph 1

The sentence starting "This trading polioy ••• " should be replaced
by,

"This trading policy has two objects, to progressively diminish
and end trail" with South Africa •.• "

Page 4, paragraph 2

"We ,,~lcome the helding of the United Nations Conferonce en Trade
and Development (although we wore somehow disappointed with the results)
and particularly the discussion on proposals ••• "
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