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ORGANIZATION OF LMTERMATIO^AL CO-OPKRATION (Agenda item 10)

(Documents 3/C"-T.K/CART/l7s 3Os 36 and 67) (continued)

The PRESIDENT reminded the Conference that the question of co-operation

between countries in Happing bordering: areas had been raised at the previous

meeting and that there had been support for a suggestion that a resolution

should be adopted concerning the need for co-operations despite the fact

that some countries had not experienced any difficulty.

The representative of Tunisia had suggested the regional exchange.of

technical information, and the Conference might wish to recommend that res

ponsibility for such exchanges should be assumed by the Economic Commission

for Africa.

The representative of the United Arab Republic had suggested the esta

blishment of an institute with the following functions: to gather information;

to assess the ability of the United Mations and other organizations to give

technical assistance and determine the value of individual programmes; and

to provide a central organization for the use of Member States.

The observers for the International Kydrographic Bureau, the CCTA, and

the Association of African Geological Surveys had drawn attention to the

volume of existing and past international co-operation.

Mr. COKER (Nigeria) suggested that the Conference should consider the

resolution of the Economic and Social Council quoted in document S/C£.14/CART/

30 (Resolution 600 (XXI)) on the establishment of regional cartographic

committees.

Mr. TRAIZST (l^kdagascar) pointed out that since its foundation the CCTA/

CS/i had met periodically to discuss questions relating to co-operation. The

CCTA map committee might perhaps extend its work to cover the whole of Africa.
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Mr. GOKER (Nigeria) said that the idea of establishing a regional committee

was a good one, but that there were already too many committees in existence.

He thought that it was not desirable that CCTA and SCA should overlap in their

work and suggested that these two organisations should constitute one committee.

The PRESIDENT referred to the recent neeting in Nairobi between the Execu

tive Secretary of the Conference and representatives of CCTA, and invited the

Secutive Secretary to outline the functions of the two organizations.

The SXSCUTIV3 SECRETARY explained that SCA and CCTA had both policy-making

bodies composed of government representatives. At the working le\e 1 meeting in

Nairobi it had been agreed that the two organizations should co-operate In

carrying out their programmes. He was unable to comment on whether one of them

could cover the other's work because the question of co-operation was being

dealt with by higher authorities. He assured the Conference, however, that SCA

intended to co-operate with all inter-governmental organizations in Africa in

working for the benefit of the continent and that there would be no intention

of ECA to duplicate the work of others.

Mr. COKSR (Nigeria) thanked the Executive Secretary for his explanation

but maintained that the Conference should consider his suggestion.

The PRESIDENT noted that ECA was conducting negotiations with CCTA and "

pointed out that the Conference had been asked to consider setting up a regional

budy under United Nations auspices.

Mr. KHALIFA (Sudan) supported the Nigerian representative's suggestion,

especially as some countries were not members of both ECA and CCTA.

Mr. LQXTON (Kenya) said the Conference should decide the geographical areas

which the cartographical committees were to cover: SCA covered the whole of Africa,
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but CCTA only Africa South of the Sahara. The Conference might consider the

advisability of splitting Africa into smaller regions for the purpose under

discussion.

Mr. SIMPSON (Ghana) suggested an ECA/CCTA co-ordinating committee for

cartographical work, as he did not think all members of CCTA were also members

of the United Nations.

Mr. EVANS (Observer, CCTA), in reply to a question from the PRESIDENT, said

that, so far as he was aware, all members of CCTA were members of the United-

Nations although some North African countries were not members of CCTA. Mem

bership of CCTA was open to all independent African countries, and the words

"South of the Sahara" had been omitted from the title of the Commission at the

Abidjan meeting in 1962.

Mr. WHITTAKER (Uganda) enquired if the observer for CCTA.could outline the

organization's cartographic policy, so that the Conference could judge whether

it overlapped with the matter now being considered.

Mr. EVANS (Observer, CCTA) pointed out that the chairman of the >feps and

Surveys Committee of CCTA would be better able to reply.

Mr. TRAIZET (Madagascar) (Chairman of the CCTA Maps and Surveys Committee)

said in reply to the question raised by the representative of Uganda, that that

Committee had met for the first time in 1953 at Bukavu to standardize map.types

so that they would be easier to understand. The Bukavu neeting had also recom

mended that there should be a uniform projection. The Committee had recommended

the use of the modified Clarke ellipsoid of 1830, the adoption of the UTM pro

jection in covering a lune width of 6 degrees for medium-scale terrestrial maps,

the adoption of the sheet-line system of the International Map of the World for
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large scales, the substitution of metric scales for scales expressed in inches

to the mile or in miles to the inch and the standardization of conventional signs.

Finally, the Bukavu meeting had advocated the establishment of an Inter-African

Committee for the Compilation of Maps and Topographical Surveys, That Committee

had met in London In 1955, in Capetown in 1957, in Lisbon in I960 and in Salis

bury in 1962. In the course of those various meetings the Committee had re

commended the preparation of base maps on a very small scale which could be used

in topical mapping. All those recommendations had been adopted and put into

effect.

Insofar as direct co-operation between member States was concerned, the

necessity of exchanging topographical information, particularly for the compi

lation of frontier maps, had been emphasised.

In conclusion, he pointed out that CCTA was a purely African organization

since the European States which had founded it were no longer anything but

founder members participating in the discussions but having no voting rights.

CCTA decisions were therefore taken by the African States. In his opinion,

close collaboration between CCTA and ECA should be established.

Mr. EVANS (Observer, CCTA), in reply to a question from Mr. WASSEF (United

Arab Republic), read out the names of the member countries of his organization.

There were twenty-five members. Belgium, France and the United Kingdom, which

were founder members, were still very closely associated with CCTA and attended

meetings of the Assembly with full discussion rights but no right of vote; they

contributed &>very large proportion of the budget.

He said further in reply to a question from Mr. MA.MMO (Ethiopia), that the
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headquarters of the administration were in Lagos where the Secretary-General

and the Deputy Secretary-General worked; there was a publications office in

London, an inter-African soil bureau in Paris5 and inter-African Labour office

in Brazzaville and a scientific secretariat in Nairobi,

In replying to a question fron the EFSSIDENT,he said that there was no

physical maps & surveys centre.s the subject being handled by a committee, which

appointed a new chairman after each meeting.

The PRESIDENT said that CCTA already included most of the countries

represented at the Conference3 but many countries were still not members of

the organization. He suggested that the Conference should consider whether

it wished to propose a single survey centre for all the African countries or

continue with CCTA's activities for its members and form a separate centre

for the other countries,

Mr. COKER (Nigeria) suggested that SCA and CCTA should be asked to

consider the possibility of working through a joint body instead of separately,

Mr. DIA.GNE (Senegal) said he did not think the two systems were opposed

since ECA grouped all the African States and the full members of CCTA were

all African. He suggested that the Conference should request those States1*

which were not members of CCTA to join it or to say why they did not wish

to do so. In the light of that information the Conference could, if necessary,

discuss the question of establishing a single centre for the whole of Africa,

Mr. WASSSF (United Arab Republic) said that CCTA's function appeared to

be solely to supply member States with practical technical information on how

to prepare maps. As that function had now been achieved by the recommendation

of uniform standards for Governments he asked what CCTA's future task would be.
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Mr. SIMPSON (Ghana) thought that since the Committee on Maps and Surveys

was an advisory body of CCTA, which had its own objectives, there was no rea

son to suggest that it should be replaced by another body.

Mr. EVANS (Observer, CCTA) added that the recent meeting of the heads

of African States in Addis Ababa had agreed that CCTA should continue its^

functions and had instructed CCTA and the scientific directorate of the

African and Malagasy Union to co-operate closely with ECA until the Organi

zation for united African States became operative, when the CCTA would probably

become the special organization for dealing with technical and scientific

matters. It would seem, therefore, that the Addis Ababa meeting had regarded

CCTA as the embryo of a pan-African technical and scientific development

organization.

Mr. WAS3SF (United Arab Republic) asked for the text of'the resolution

adopted by the meeting of the heads of African States.

Mr. EVANS (Observer, CCTA) promised to obtain the text for the following

meeting, but assured the representative of the United Arab Republic that he

had given the essence of the resolution.

The JHESIDSNT invited comments from representatives of States not members

of CCTA.

Mr. MAMMO (Ethiopia) said his country was not a member of CCTA. The

subject "being discussed, however, was the establishment, under United Nations

auspices, of one central committee to handle cartography for all the States

represented at the present Conference. In his opinion, it would be best to

set up such a committee within ECA; CCTA should not be disbanded, but its

experience should be used to build up one central body for all the African
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States instead of having several Committees in different places*

The PRESIDENT enquired if CCTA had a permanent cartographer or surveyor

on its staff,

Mr. EVANS (Observer, CCTA) replied that ttiere was no permanent cartogra

phic staff. The Committee on ?feps and Surveys served member governments and

was an ad hoc body,

Mr. KHALIFA (Sudan) said his country was not a member of CCTA. He was

in favour of a single committee under the auspices of ECA and against the

dispersal of efforts over several committees.

The PRESIDENT invited comments from representatives of member States of

CCTA.

Mr. COKER (Nigeria) said that in his .country's experience the functions

of CCTA and ECA were more or less the same and help was needed from both

according to the type of project. He gave examples of assistance being

received from each organization. He had no wish to see CCTA taken over by

ECA: all he was suggesting was that they should reach an agreement for working

together.

Mr. DIAGNE (Senegal) said that he would find it embarrassing to say whether

or not his Government was satisfied with all ECA's work. Some delegates had

spoken of the establishment of a purely African body but they had not speci

fied the work of that body. Some viewed the question from the point of view

of co-operation, others from the point of view of technical assistance, and

yet others from the purely scientific point of view. ECA, which grouped 25

African o&mber States already covered those three subjects.
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Mr. BAMORY (Mali) wanted to know if all States had consulted their tech

nicians on the advisability of joining CCTA. In his opinion the technicians

were the only competent authorities in the matter. Furthermore, if the African

States were already members of ECA and CCTA, he did not see the use of esta

blishing a third African body.

REGIONAL PROJECTS: Agenda Item 11 (Document S/CN.n/CART/38)

The-EXECUTIVE SECRETARY introduced document E/CN.I4/CAHT/3S and explained

that the projects referred to in it had been approved by the Economic Commission

for Africa at its last session. The secretariat had the task of carrying out

the work, and the Conference could help by making useful suggestions.

The PRESIDENT said there were two points to be considered: training,

which had been thoroughly dealt with; and the setting up of a centre, which

the representative of the United Arab Republic had suggested could be better

discussed after the technical committees had met.

He asked for comments on the desirability of a regional centre for inter

preting aerial surveys.

Mr. WASSEF (United Arab Republic) thought the matter should be'considered

as part of his proposal, under item 10 of the agenda (international co-operation),

for the establishment of a joint centre which would provide specialized technical

service, a computing centre and an information centre.

Mr. COKER (Nigeria) enquired if separate centres were envisaged for the

interpretation of aerial surveys and for training' in photograrametry and

airborne geophysical prospecting.

The EXECUTIVE SECRETARY replied in the affirmative.
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Mr. WASSSF (United Arab Republic) said he had merely asked what the role

of CCTA would be once standardization was achieved. According to the represen

tative of Nigeria, CCTA was interested in organizing scholarships and training,

but the CCTA observer had made no mention of it.

Regarding the comments of the representative of Senegal on co-operation

in Africa, as he saw it>CCTA and the other inter-governmental organizations

concerned were useful for matters of general policy, but there was still a need

for an organization to combine the efforts of the African countries to solve

their technical production problems. It should be a body to which governments

could bring their problems and also help to solve the problems of other countries.

Its essential requirements were: a good library; technicians and experts; accoss to

a good computing centre or a computing service of its own; close relations

with the more important scientific centres of the world.

>-Jr. COKER (Nigeria) enquired why there should be two centres and not one.

The EXECUTIVE SECRETARY pointed out that the Secretariat was to carry

out the instructions given to it in the work programme adopted by 3CA.

The PRESIDENT suggested that further discussion should be postponed until

the following meeting.

It was so agreed.

The meeting rose at 3-55 p.m.




