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REPORT CN CARTOGRAPHIC ACTIVITY IN ETHIOPIA

BY

THE UIPERIAL ETHIOPIAN I,lAPPING & GEOGRAPHY INSTIIUTE

GENERAL

llaps of Ethiopia or parts thereof with a desirable standard of accuracy

and incorporating a sufficient amo'~t of information are a rarity to this day.

Most maps that are being widely used at present are small scale inaccurate

maps prepared bJ' foreign firms from second hand information.

Tn th<.s age of plannec. development programmes t\1e nAed. for a.ccurate ma1Js

and related survey data was very greatly felt by the Imperial Ethiopian

Government. As a result various government ministries and agencies began

setting up their own cartographic units to satisfy their need for maps. It

was found out recently that there were over twenty such cartographic units of

different sizes operating under various ministries and government agencies.

Understanding that this would entail a tremendous waste in the form of dU:;Jlic-'

a tion of services, e'l.uipmen t and personnel, the Imperial Ethiopian Gov0rnme.1 t

has now decided that all official surveys and mapping of the Empire shoulL 08

carried out by a Single government agency, To this effect steps have alre~dy

been taken and that all existing cartographic units will be brought toget"2~

to form a single service institution, - the Imperial Ethiopian Happing ana

Geography Institute - to operate as a semi-autonomous department under tho

llinistry of .the Interior of the Imperial Ethiopian Governmento This offi~e

haa been designated to be the sale government agency responsible for carrying

out official mapping and related surveys of the Empire and for setting up re­

'l.uirad standards for the same, SUitable head'l.uarters to accommodate this

agency are under construction and will be ready for occupation early next

year.
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Mapping

Ever since its inception in j,larch 1954, the Imperial Ethiopian mapping

and Geography Institute has compiled and produced various types of topical

and special purpose maps and charts for the interim use of Imperial Ethiopian

Government agencies using s~rne of the f"reign prepared maps and charts as a

base until such time as the ~6quired proper survey of the country is carried

out and accurate bB.cc rna:!'s e.:;:e produced. Hi th the help of the aerial

photography mentioned above assistanoe is being rendered to government

agenoies who badJ.y need maps in t~e form of unoontrolled and controlled

planimetrio maps and photo-mosaios.

Training and Equipment

One of the ma~or obGtacles in organizing a mapping instituion in Ethiopia

was the non-a7ailability of pcrsonnel trained in the various phases of the

work and the laok of traininc faoilHiec for t~e same. The Insti tute aad to

conduot a series of on-the'-job training, and send seleoted personnel for

training in institution~ abr~ad. The neoessary equipment and instruments

for this prograu.me are bel~lg procu,,'ed grad'-l.alJ.y. There are at present

seatterod in tllo vGLrio'.1s caI'togr2.pbio units 3 Kelsh Plotters, 1 Kelsh

diaposi tive ;:>rintAl', 5 [,juJ.·~iple:.;: Units "IT! th 2 diaposi ti ve printers,1 SEQ V

enlarger-,.,ectifier, 1 Klimnc:J. Auto-·H"rika COP)' Camera, 3 Contaot Printere

and a few of ~~~ Smaller steri)'o-instrurrents. Perso:1.ell 3.re also receiving

preparatory tra~ning in negative 8criQing on ooated plastios and related

laboratory operations.

Geographic 1'1a.«'.LE.a.mes

Until s'.leh timu as the Imperial Ethiopian Mappi~g and Geography Insti tute

acquires the capabUi ty to compile and produce standard '~TC'",nn:\c Oo.so ","ps

some major prepara.tory actiVities a~'3 underway. Besides the training of

personnel and the procureme~t of equipment the colleotion and standardization

of geographic place names ,1::C 9: :. "Jcr ~:,l>' ::-ttell''-'.
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Other sound combinations have been f01wed in recent years, and new

unoffioial Amharic letters devised to represent them. These new unofficial

charaoters have appeared in newspapers and various other publications. The

new combination characters are not considered a part of the basic Amhario

alphabet; thus, they do not appear on the chart or form a part of the "Amhario

to English Transliteration System" devised in the Imperial Ethiopian Mapping

, and Geography, Insti tute.

For the benefit of those who use this transliteration system, oertain

explanations are given at 'the bottom of the chart in the "Pronunciation Guide":

(a) Under Vowels each of the seven (7) sounds and an appropriate example

of their pronunciation in English are listed. The first (1st) and

sixth (6th) form vowel sounds do not exist, in their pure sounds,

in English. The closest English sounds have been given as examples

in an effort to help English speaking people in the pronunciation

of Amharic place namee. The first (1st) and sixth (6th) forms have

a short sound and the other five (5) vowels are long~ The method

of underlining the two short sound vowels to distinguish them from

the two similar vowel letters with long sounds waS chosen mainly

beoause it is practical to reproduce on typewriters;

(b) Under Consonants the use of the "G" and "JII is clarified and

examples for "Ny" and "Zh" are given;

(c) Und~r Sounds Not ?~u~d in English are the Amharic consonants which

require explosive enunciation and their identification;

(d) The Special Notes are self-explanatory, and should be read carefully.

PLANNED OPERATION

For the realization of a programme of aerial and ground survey an

agreement was signed recently in Addis Ababa between the Imperial Ethiopian

Government and the Government of the United States of Amerioa. The agreement

provides for a joint survey programme of the Empire of Ethiopia,


