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REPOBr ON FOUNDATION FOR GLOBAL DIALOGUE

VISITING FELLOWSHIP IN SOUTH AFRICA,

OCTOBER 1-30, 1996

I. INTRODUCTION

1. On the invitation of the Foundation for Global Dialogue (FGD), based in Johannesburg,

South Africa, S.K.B. Asante, Senior Regional Adviser of the ECA-Multidisciplinary Regional

Advisory Group (ECA-MRAG)/Southern Africa Desk and Task Force, undertook a full month

visiting Professorial Fellowship in South Africa (October 1-30, 1996). The purpose of the

Fellowship was to participate in academic activities, including lectures, training workshops and

seminars on uniquely topical issues of interest to a variety of constituencies in South Africa with

a view to contributing to promotion of co-operation between South Africa and the developing

South, particularly Africa.

Background

2. Since 1990, ECA, as the United Nations' reigonal commission for the Africa region, has

focused special attention on finding ways and means of collaborating with South African

institutions in meeting the daunting challenges of democratic South Africa. To enable ECA to

appreciate the magnitude of the complex challenges in South Africa, an exploratory mission was

undertaken to the country in October 1992. Among other things, the mission identified

institutions whose roles are critical to the socio-economic development of South Africa with

particular reference to human resource development and to the on-going political transition

process; consulted with the various groups and development agencies, research centres and
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academic institutions on asas in which collaboration with the ECA would be most beneficial;

and etablished ECA contac with the non-governmental organizations, democratic and liberation

movement, in particular vth the leadership of the African National Congress.

3. In order to focus else attention on the several provound transitions simultaneously taking

place in the Southern Afrian region with particular reference to South Africa which stood at the

threshold of a new era, <CA established a special Southern Africa Desk and Task Force.

Through the activities of the Southern Africa Desk, ECA has been involved in a number of

activities in South Africa, including collaboration with research and development institutions in

joint workshops on South African development challenges.

4. It is against this background that a number of public and academic isntitutions in South

Africa began to make reqiets to ECA with a view to (a) expanding their outreach programmes,

particularly with the emergence of the new, democratic South Africa; (b) advising on

restructuring aspects of their academic programmes, including training and research,

collaborating in contritajitng to the process of transition to democracy, and promoting

reintegration of South Africa into the rest of Africa.

The FGD Fellowship

5. Specifically, the activities of the FGD Fellowship were detailed as follows:

i. To conduct short-term training workshops and seminars on such subjects as

Regionalism and Africa's Development; Economic Development of Africa;

Cooperation between Africa and South Africa etc., - to select South African
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Universities, research centres and civil societies;

To provide special lectures on South Africa's relations with Europe with particular

reference to the proposed Free Trade Area Agreement to such public institutions

as the Foreign Service Institute, Department of Trade and Industry, Department

of Foreign Affairs, South African Parliamentary Portfolio Committees on Trade

and Industry, Foreign Affairs, and Finance;

iii. To participate in:

O South African Political Studies Association Colloquium and to make a

representation on Regionalism and Development in Southern Africa: a case

for Rationalisation;

O seminar on the World Trade Organisation and the new rules-based trading

system: implications for national democracy and governance in South

Africa organised by the Institute for African Alternatives (IFAA),

Foundation for Global Dialogue and the National Institute of Economic

Policy and to make a presentation on Africa and the Challenges of the

New World of Regionalism, Globalism and Liberalisation; and

O workshop on trade and development relations with the European Union

aimed at examining the respective negotiating positions organised by the

Foundation for Global Dialogue and the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung.
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iv. To provide advisory services on (a) the challenges which the emergence of

democratic South Africa pose to Universities and research centres; and (b)

outreach programmes of selected South African universities.

v. Inaugurate establishment of ECA partnerships with select South African research

centres, universities, private institutions within the framework of the recent ECA

renewal programme with particular reference to fellowship, joint research and

training of young professional staff programmes.

6. The full programme of the Fellowship and some of the adverts are annexed to this report.

Foundation for Global Dialogue: Its Mission, Aims & Activity

7. Launched on 10 August 1995, the Foundation for Global Dialogue (FGD) is a non

governmental organisation which seeks to strengthen and enrich the fabric of South Africa's

emerging democracy by promoting an understanding of global affairs. Specifically, the over

arching mission of FGD is to promote international co-operation between South Africa and the

countries of the South and the North. The co-operation covers such appropriate fields as

economic, political, cultural and sporting. To this end, it facilitates dialogue and links between

relevant institutions in South Africa and other countries.

8. Among the aims of the Foundation is to identify critical issues in the rapidly changing

international environment which require analysis and clarification, and initiate and co-ordinate

the necessary research and study in consultation and co-operation with other relevant institutions.

In co-operation with other South African NGOs, FGD does not only respond to requests for
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advice and assistance from government departments, legislatures and organs of civil society; it

also encourages the study of international relations in South Africa in co-operation with other

institutions and relevant university departments. Significantly, too, the Foundation promotes

efforts to make information on international affairs and foreign policy-making more accessible

to the public, particularly those previously excluded from participation in this field.

9. In terms of specific activities, the FGD facilitates dialogue between South Africa and (a)

developing South, particularly Africa; (b) the industrialised North, particularly its main trading

partners; promotes South-South co-operation with regard to trade and investment; poUtical and

environmental issues; art, culture and sport as bridge builders.

10. Furthermore, the Foundation initiates research and training to identify and take up global

challenges, particularly those that impact on South Africa and the South; promote a wider

understanding of international relations that includes all dimensions of global affairs; reach out

to all sectors of South African society to enhance their understanding of global issues; support

the development of South Africa's academic and intellectual capacity in the study of international

relations. Besides, FGD networks and builds partnerships around reciprocal international

exchange programmes, collaborative ventures with South-South and South-North co-operation;

global environmental and ecological issues; institutions concerned with the plight of the

developing world.

11. In terms of organisation, the Foundation relies on a small but highly committed

professional team to implement its mission and aims. It is also ably assisted and guided by a

Board consisting of a cross-section of notable South Africans.
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12. Since its establishment, the FGD has undertaken a variety of activities in pursuit of its

aims and objectives. To this end, the following workshops have, for example, been organised:

a. A foreign policy workshop in August 1995, in conjunction with the Centre for

Policy Studies to offer key actors in the foreign policy arena an opportunity to

reflect on the conduct and problems of South Africa's foreign policy-making one

year after the inauguration of its democracy.

b. In the same month (August 1995), another workshop was organised, in

conjunction with the South African Institute of International Affairs, to examine

the vexing question of whether South Africa should recognize the Peoples

Republic of China (PRC) or the Republic of China (ROC), known as Taiwan.

c. A workshop for trade unions was organised at the request of the Congress of

South African Trade Unions (COSATU) to provide training in the norms and

standards of international diplomatic protocol.

d. Two workshops were hosted at the request of the Department of Trade and

Industry to help it prepare the agenda for the ninth conference of the UNCTAD

which was held in South Africa in April 1996.

e. A conference on Brazil and South Africa was co-hosted, in conjunction with the

Centre for Policy Studies and the Sao Paulo-based Instituto de Estudos

Economicos, Sociais e Politicos, to examine the routes which South African and

Brazilian societies have taken from authoritarian rule to democratic governance.
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f. Besides research in population migration, the FGD acted as catalyst in the

establishment of (i) a Foreign Affairs Advisory Council in 1995; (ii) Informal

Luncheon Series to provide a small but select audience of decision-makers,

scholars and opinion-leaders with an opportunity to engage in informal discussion

on a topical issue with an invited specialist; and (iii) South African Nigerian

Democratic Support Group following the deteriorating political situation in

Nigeria which was exacerbated by the execution of nine advocates of Ogoni

Peoples' rights, including its leader, Ken Saro-Wiwa.

13. To the credit of the Foundation, the following monographs, occasional papers etc have

so far been published:
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14 The Quarterly/Newsletter known as Global Dialogue is informative highlighting, among

other things, aspects of So.th African foreign policy, disseminating information about upcoming

events, projects, publications and visitors and providing Guest Column and Reader's Corner.

15 On the whole, vrith its small team of highly dynamic, dedicated and resourceful

professional staff and leadership, the Foundation for Global Dialogue has registered significant

strides and impressive progress during its comparatively short period of existence. It has

produced authoritative reports, initiated policy-relevant projects and programmes and shown

considerable evidence of its ability to translate into practical action its prestigious mandate.

16. The highlights of the Fellowship were the arrangements made for (a) an address at the

South African Parliament on 24 October, 1996; and (b) attendance at a Special Graduation

Ceremony: Conferment of the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy on President Nelson Mandela by

the University of Stellenbosch on 25 October 1996. These were truly historic events - the

climax of the Fellowship activities.

Acknowledgement

17. The mission would wish to acknowledge the cooperation and hospitality accorded by the

officials of the universities, research centres, and public institutions visited. Substantial

acknowledgement is, however, specifically due to the committed fine crop of FGD staff who

coordinated the programmes of the mission and provided the requisite logistic support. In this

regard, special thanks are due to Dr. Garth le Pere, Executive Director of FGD, who initiated

the Fellowship, in collaboration with the Department of Politics of Rands Afrikaans University

(RAU), and ably supervised its execution; Anthoni van Nieuwkerk, Research Director, who was
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the dynamic host for the Western Cape Province leg of the Fellowship; Kato Lambrechts, the

very capable project administrator, who closely and lively monitored the implementation of the

programme, and Noelle Lawson, office administrator, who interrupted her busy schedules and

made an extra effort to relieve me of the problem of typing my manuscript on Regionalism and

Africa's Development for publication by the Macmillan Press in London. It was indeed a great

pleasure and privilege to be associated with these selfless individuals and the FGD as a whole

in their effort to promote international co-operation between the new democratic South Africa

and the countries of the South and the North. The mission would also wish to express its

particular debt of gratitude to Ms. Maxi Van Aardt of RAU for her wonderful hospitality and

many services rendered during the period of the Fellowship.

II. PARTICIPATING INSTITUTIONS

18. The training workshops, seminars, special lectures, and advisory services were undertaken

in the following institutions:

(a) Universities

Department of Politics, Rands Afrikaans University

Department of Political Science, University of Pretoria

Department of Economics, University of Pretoria

Department of International Relations, University of the Witwatersrand

Department of Sociology, University of the Witwatersrand
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Graduate School of Public and Development Management, University of

the Witwatersrand

Department of Politics, University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg

Department of Politics, University of Durban - Westville

Certre for Southern African Studies, University of the Western Cape

School of Economics, University of Cape Town

Department of Economics, University of Stellebosch

Department of Politics, University of Stellebosch

Department of Political Studies, University of Stellenbosch

School of Public Management, University of Stellenbosch

(b) Research Institutes

South African Institute of International Affairs, Johannesburg

Africa Institute of South Africa, Pretoria

Economic Research Unit, University of Natal, Durban

(c) Public Institutions

Foreign Service Institute, Department of Foreign Affairs, Pretoria

Department of Foreign Affairs, Pretoria
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Department of Trade and Industry, Pretoria \i

South African Parliament, Cape Town

d. Civil Societies

Congress of South Africa Trade Unions, (COSATU), Johannesburg

Africa International Trade Centre (AITC), Johannesburg

Institute for Democracy in South Africa (IDASA), Cape Town

(e) Special Seminars, Colloquium and Conference

South African Political Studies Association (SAPSA) CoUoquium

Seminar on the WTO and the new rules based trading system

Conference on Trade and Development Relations with the European Union

HI. FOCUS OF FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES

19. The activities of the Fellowship focused on the themes highlighted below:
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a. SHORT-TERM TRAINING WORKSHOPS/SEMINARS

The following were the details of the main themes of the training workshops and

seminars:

i. Regionalism and Africa's Development: Expectations, Reality and

Challenges

Africa and the World of Regionalism

Main features of the First and Second waves of Regionalism

Multilateralism versus Regionalism

Regionalism and Development

RegionaUsm as key Element of African Development Strategy

Experience of Regionalism in Africa

New Regional Initiatives in Africa: African Economic Community

New Challenges to African Regionalism

Regionalism in Africa: Towards a New Direction

ii. Economic Development in Africa: Challenges, Realities and the Way

Forward

An overview of the Socio-economic Situation in Africa
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What went wrong with Africa's development?

Meeting Challenges of Development:

The Era of Planning

The Era of Self-reliance and Self-sustaining Development

The Era of Structural Adjustment Programmes

Emerging Positive Developments

Policy Agenda for the 1990s and Beyond

iii. Towards A Common Home Africa: South Africa, Africa and the

Economic Commission for Africa

Democratic South Africa: Challenges to Southern Africa, Africa

and the ECA

ECA: Evolution and the challenge of African development

South Africa: Perspectives on Development Challenges and

Potential

Democratic South Africa: Implications for Africa

ECA's Role in South Africa's Transition to Democracy

ECA, Africa and South Africa: Cooperation for Development
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Africa and 50 Years of the United Nations

Historical Background

United Nations: Enter Africa

Impact of Africa on the United Nations

The Role of the United Nations in Africa:

As an absentee imperial landlord

As an ally of liberation

As peace-keeper

United Nations and African Development

A Critical Assessment of UN's Record on African Development

The UN and the Future of African Development

(b) SPECIAL LECTURES ON SOUTH AFRICA'S RELATIONS WITH

EUROPE: TOWARDS A 'QUALIFIED' LOME OPTION OR A FREE

TRADE AREA AGREEMENT?

European Union's uncertainty as to appropriate shape of a long-term

relationship with South Africa

Is South Africa a 'developing country' or 'industrialized country'?

The full Lome membership option: Implications
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The 'Qualified* or Associated Lome Option?

Towards a Free Trade Area (FTA) Option

Implications of FTA for South Africa

(c) PARTICIPATOR* IN COLLOQUIUM, SEMINARS & WORKSHOPS

The mission participated in :

i. Research colloquium organised by South African Political Studies

Association on 10-11 October 1996 and presented a paper on Regionalism

and Development in Southern Africa: A case for rationalisation. Issues

covered included the following:

Overview of regionalism as key element of African development

strategy

Main features of the economy of Southern Africa

Rationale for regionalism in Southern Africa

Rationalisation issue in Africa: general overview

Aims and objectives of rationalisation of multiplicity of IGOs in

the subregions

The issue of rationalisation in Southern Africa

What should be done?
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Rationalisation of institutional framework of regionalism in

Southern Africa

ii. Seminar on the WTO and the new rules-based trading system:

implications for national democracy and governance hosted by the Institute

for African Alternatives (IFAA), in conjunction with the FGD and the

National Institute of Economic Policy (NIEP). The paper presented was

titled "Africa and the Challenges of the New World of Regionalism,

Globalism and Liberalisation". The following issues were highlighted:

Emergence of trading blocs, globalisation, liberalisation and rapid

changes in technology

The Uruguay Round and the creation of a new world trading

environment

The economic implications of trading blocs, especially European

Union for Africa

Impact of foreign investment and European Union aid

Impact of economic blocs in North America and the Pacific Rim

on Africa's trade

Impact of trading blocs on regionalism in Africa

Africa's policy responses
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iii. Workshop on Trade and Development Relations with the European

Union: Examining the respective negotiating positions organised by the

FGD and the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung on October 21-22, 1996. The

purpose of the workshop was to inform interested South African role-

players and academics of the most recent developments in the negotiations

for a free trade area between South Africa and the European Union,

through critically unpacking their respective positions and through

contextualising the detailed aspects of the negotiations within the broad

strategic foreign policy options of the respective parties. The aim was to

provide the departmental representatives involved in the process with a

platform for reflection and discussion on the next steps in the negotiations

with the European Union.

d. ADVISORY SERVICE

20. Another aspect of the Fellowship was to provide advisory service on the immense

challenges facing South African universities in this transition from apartheid to a non-racial

democratic society. These challenges have been compounded by the fact that there is no general

South African university. The universities differ enormously in their history, composition and

functions as recently highlighted by Brenda Gourley and Mike Morris in an illuminating article.

21. There is first, the established liberal South African universities which are called upon to

maintain their academic standards from the past while reorienting their institutions to face the

new challenges of the future. There is second, the historically Black universities which are

facing even more daunting challenges. For most of these institutions, the repressive shackles of

apartheid made them not only political pawns but also stifled the development of academic
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excellence. The third are the Afrikaans universities, which require nothing less than a sea

change to shift them away from their perceived historical role as allies of the apartheid order.

22. Against this background, the advisory service of the mission focused on the major

obligations which the needs of the transition impose on university academics and their

institutions. In this regard, the mission reinforced the views of Gourley and Morris that the

universities must relate to the tasks of transition in the following ways:

Make themselves extremely relevant to the needs of the society in this process of

transition, which requires institutional restructuring, and the development ofa new

strategic vision regarding the place of the university as a research and policy

generating institution in a developing society.

Make themselves internally relevant to the specific needs of a non-racial

educational environment by restructuring their institutional approach towards

academic teaching, staff and student composition, and teaching curricula so that

they are able to contribute towards the accelerated creation of graduates with

specific skills and a holistic approach to the world.

Integrate the two aspects of external and internal re-orientation with each other so

that the teaching taking place in a university is relevant to the domestic and social

needs of the students, and that the research/policy/ourreach activities of a

university are able to relate to the cognitive framework of its students.
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23. Special emphasis was placed on the need of the universities to relate their daily activities

in producing students to the demands of the wider society undergoing a major political, social

and economic transition. In other words, restructuring would be required not only to broaden

the outlook and general perspectives of the students to enable them to become marketable both

at home and abroad; it would also enable the products of South African universities and institutes

to be more resourceful and well equipped to meet the interlocking challenges of democratic South

Africa as well as those of the rest of Africa and the South as a whole.

24. In brief, therefore, the mission highlighted the need of the universities as institutions to

make themselves strategically relevant to the development needs of the populace in then-

immediate environs. And since South African universities exist in a developing African country,

albeit one that is more economically advanced than the rest of Africa but which still displays the

most appalling levels of poverty and underdevelopment, this means the universities have to

restructure themselves to combine the best traditions of Western intellectual institutions with the

needs of the majority of the population. In short, they have to reorient themselves strategically

to the African universities with a major commitment to the problems of transition facing the

society whilst still maintaining the traditions of academic excellence.

25. It is reassuring to note that already, in terms of outreach programmes, some universities

and research centres have adopted a policy which would enable faculties and departments to

reach out in the areas of training and research to the rest of Africa and to become actively

involved in the socio-economic development process of the continent and the international

community as a whole. A few universities, for example, the University of Pretoria, have already

accommodated a growing number ofpost-graduate students from other African universities, while

others are actively recruiting experienced lecturers and professors from the rest of the continent.
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e.
ESTABLISHMENT OF PARTNERSHIP

26. Discussions were held with the FGD and a number of the universities and research centres

visited, in particular, the University of Pretoria, University of Natal, Ketennaritzburg,

University of Durban-Westvelle and the Africa Institute of South Africa -- on the subject of

establishing ECA partnership with these institutions.

27. In the case of the FGD, the need for strengthening the emerging institutional partnership

between ECA and the Foundation was expressed in the various discussions. To this end, the

mission proposed the importance of the FGD senior staff considering the possibility of visiting

the ECA, particularly during annual sessions of the ECA Conference of Ministers usually held

in April/May. This would provide the much-needed opportunity for:

(a) rewarding interactions between the Foundation staff and the Chiefs of division of

ECA and their senior professionals on one hand and, on the other, the FGD staff

and African senior technocrats and Ministers.

(b) the FGD staff observing the deliberations on African development issues at first

hand;

(c) FGD having observer status for all ECA conferences;

(d) putting the Foundation on the ECA mailing list, including collection of useful

materials for use by FGD researchers, whenever necessary; and
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(e) consolidating the partnership by signing a memorandum of understanding with the

ECA.

28. As regards the universities and research centres, discussions were focused on:

(a) arrangements to be made for senior academics to visit ECA, at own cost, for

shorter or longer periods ~ or vice versa — should the need arise. Normal

courtesy would be observed and that proper arrangements would be made in order

to ensure that the timing and duration of any visit would suit the hosting

organization;

(b) exploration of the possibility of using some of the South African universities as

major resource centres for ECA young professional staff development

programmes. These universities agreed to provide facilities for the ECA

programme;

(c) subject to availability of financial support, ECA would consider applications for

post-Masters and post-Doctorate students of South African Universities and

institutes for fellowships to enable them to undertake research at ECA, using its

library and data resources;

(d) consideration by the ECA ofthe possibility of extending its fellowship programme

(again subject to availability of funds) to students who had completed their

honours degree and registered for Masters degree programmes;
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(e) exploration of the possibility of ECA staff members and those of the Universities

and Institutes of South Africa developing joint research programmes on aspects

of African development.

IV. HIGHLIGHTS OF MAJOR ISSUES RAISED AT SEMINARS, WORKSHOPS,

LECTURES, ETC.

29. The various activities undertaken during the Fellowship generated a wide range of lively

discussions on issues of topical interest. This section of the report attempts a brief summary of

the highlights of the major issues raised.

Africa's: development problematic

30. Africa's economic development problematic commanded the attention of the various

constituencies in South Africa: the business community, students and senior academics of the

Universities and research centres, top civil society executives, civil servants and diplomats.

Questions were generally focused on what went "wrong" in Africa; what has been the main

causes of Africa's failure in development; how best to promote development in Africa, or on

what correct path there is towards the economic development of the continent.

31. Another crucial issue raised was the impact of the World Bank/IMF orthodox Structural

Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) on Africa and the fear of its extension to South Africa.

Fundamental questions were raised as to whether those programmes were even economically

sound in the context facing many African governments. Some senior researchers were

constrained to ask such questions as: adjustment for what, to what, of what, by whom, who
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benefits and who loses?

32. Closely related toftis were questions about the emerging positive developments in Africa:

the intensification of the democratisation process; popular participation in the development

process; the new democratic culture that is characterised by negotiations, elections, power

sharing and greater tran^arency in governance; emergence of powerful non-governmental

organisations (NGOs), civl societies and the private sector.

ii. Common Home Africa: Africa and South Africa

33. No issue generated so great an interest and controversy among the various constituencies

in South Africa than the role that South Africa is expected to play on the continent. While the

new South African Government no doubt has its own internal economic development agenda, if

only to satisfy the political imperatives of change, questions were raised about whether it is

responding to the cause of pan-Africanism in political terms as well as on the economic front.

Is the new democratic South Africa committing itself to African organisations, politically and

materially? Is it prepared to work, in cooperation with other leading African countries, to ensure

the security and stability on the continent? To what extent is South Africa joining hands with

other African countries in defending Africa's interest in international forums? Or is the new

South Africa seeing the rest of Africa, particularly sub-Saharan Africa, as a vast field of

penetration and exploitation rather than one for establishing mutually beneficial economic

relationship? A substantial number of participants at the various seminars were of the view that

because of its trade and investment right of ways, South Africa is economically more aligned to

Western Europe and North America rather than Africa, a situation whi6h some highly respected

South African researchers like Chris Landberg have rightly dubbed as "mistaken pilgrimage".
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.here was a group of influential participants who argued that any
34. On the other h^ ^ ^^^ affairs would CTeate ^ fear of domination

South African effc, ^^ .f ^ ^^^ interference m domestic aff^. They

^ple PresidentMandela'srecentpublic denunciation of the authoritarian regime

Tsani Abacha of Nigeria which was perceived by some Afrian governmetns as

tio*,domesticmter^^^

other African leaders.

35 Never.he.ess, the general consensus was that there is room for the new South Africa to

play a leading role no, only in Africa but also throughout the South: the non-ahgned movement,

I South Centre at Geneva, the African, Carribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries' negoUaUons
on Lome successor as well as those on issues relating to the World Trade OrgamzaUon.

36 It was also generally agreed that the political and cultural well-being of Africa, and

Southern Africa in particular, should be of immediate concern to Sou* Africans «. A
fledgling South Africa should be careful not to repreat some of the tragic nustakes made by other

African coumries since independence in the early i960, Lessons should be learned from the
experiences of others. However, a pseudo-isolationist attitude seeking to dissociate South Afcca

from the future of its neighbouring Southern African countries and the rest of Africa would not

only be politically unwise, but economically disastrous.

m.
UNECA's Role in South Africa's Transition to Democracy

37 Participants on the whole expressed a great deal of interest in the operations of the

Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) as the regional arm of the United Nations in Africa
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entrusted with the task of promoting economic and social development in the reigon. They were

anxious to know the extent to which this multisectoral institution which has been in operation

since 1958, can collaborate meaningfully with South Africa in meeting the challenges of the

country's transition to democracy, as well as its reintegration into the rest of Africa. Questions

were raised on how can the comprehensive inter-governmental machinery and subreginal offices

which ECA has established over the years provide a useful forum for interaction between African

countries and the Republic of South Africa in different areas of economic problem-solving, as

well as serving as a conduit for South Africa to learn from the experience of Afrian countries

with development management and vice-versa. How can ECA's comparative strengths and

advantages in providing technical advisory services and training be placed at the disposal of

South Africa in making affirmative action process more effective and rewarding? What should

be done to "bring" ECA to the South African society at large, both professional and lay,

particularly as South Africa was a founder member of the Commission and participated in its

activities until July 1965, when it was excluded from it because of apartheid?

iv. Problems and Prospets of Regionalism in Africa

38. Concerns were expressed over the limited achievements of the economic community

schemes in Africa. The problem of approach, the lack of commitment on the part of African

leaders and the limited role that the private sector and interest groups play in the integration

process were cited as the main causes of the failure in the past. Once again the issue about

South Afria's leadership in the reigonal itnegration process in Africa and the costs and benefits

of such leadership was raised.

39. Greater interest was expressed in the "fortunes" and "dilemma" of reigonalism in

Southern Africa, which is featured in the RDP. A considerable number of issues and questions
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were raised by the different consitutuencies about the duplication of reginal organisations in

Southern Africa, with paticular reference to COMESA and SADC, which would seem to hinder

rather than enhance the process of integration in the region.

40. As regards the strategy to be adopted to enable member States of the Southern African

economic integration schemes to derive benefits from reigonalism, many participants were of the

view that sector coordination and cooperation on project investment and policy hannonisation

strategy should be adopted in such important areas as power, transport, telecommunciations, river

basin management and environmental management; sharing of agricultural technology and

research; the regional rationaliation of food production; tourism development on a reigonal scale;

and the establishment of a regional network of commercial banking, development finance and

capital market institutions.

v. South Africa's Relations with Europe within the Framework of Bilateral

Free Trade Area Agreement

41. The seminars and workshops on the European Union's proposed Free Trade Area

Agreement with South Africa at the Dept. of Trade and Industry, Dept of Foreign Affairs,

Foreign Service Institute and the presentation of this subject at the South African Parliament in

Cape Town fueled a robust debate among some highly placed influential groups in South Africa,

including Parliamentarians. Serious concerns were expressed about the profound implications

for South Africa such as the tendency of the FTA (a) to increase competition for South Africa's

domestic industry, resulting in large scale plant closures, and loss of jobs, accentuating an

already very high unemployment rate; (b) to be trade diverting, and hence affect South Africa's

relations with major trading partners such as the USA and Japan, (c) to subtantially reduce

customs revenue in South Africa, with revenue losses being twice the size of the South African
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Government's allocaiton to the RDP; and (d) to have profound implications for South Africa's

neighbours, particularly Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland and Namibia, which form a Customs

Union with South Africa.

V. SUMMARY OF IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATIONS

42. The wide-ranging issues and discussions raised at the lectures, seminars, workshops and

conferences were, indeed, a strong evidence of the impact which the Fellowship had on a variety

of South African cosntituencies. Various groups, especially the business executives, were

particularly anxious for relevant information about the rest of Africa for purposes of investment,

trade links, tourism and other business ventures. South African businessmen want to "succeed

where Cecil Rhodes failed".

43. More significantly, the Fellowship activities had a tremendous impact on a large number

of students, particularly those of the Rands Afrikaans Univeristy, University of Stellenbosch,

University of the Witwatersrand, University of Pretoria, University of Natal at Pietermaritzburg

and the University of Durban-Westville. At RAU, students arranged to visit my apartment in

groups for discussions on research and essay topics, further elaboration on issues in African

development and explanation of the current crises in Rwanda, Burundi, Sudan, Liberia. In

Stellenbosch, students occasionally rushed to my table at restaurants for similar discussions on

Africa and operations of the United Nations system, in particular the UN Economic Commission

for Africa. In Pietermaritzburg and Durban-Westville, both students and staff pressed for

extension of period of the Fellowship's engagements in the Univeristies. And since arriving in

Addis Ababa on 30th October 1996, no less than 10 letters and post cards have been received

from students requesting relevant documentation on Afrian development; possibility of fellowship

at the ECA for research; exchange programmes and job opportunities at the United Nations.
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44. Similarly, the impact of the Fellowship programme on the trainee diplomats of the

Foreign Service Institute and the Junior Foreign Service Officer's Club in Pretoria was most

encouraging and noteworthy, as reflected in the following special communication of 9* October

1996 from Ms. Yolanda Kempt, Diplomatic Progamme Coordinator, who hosted my seminar at

the Institue the previous day:

It was indeed enlightening to share in theperspective ofafelhw African,

and your concern for the well-being of the continent as a whole, did not go

unnoticed. Thank you for being so frank about our collective challenges and

responsibilities. Next time round, we shall allocate more time to discussion ofthis

crucial subject

45. Two special separate working luncheons outside the Fellowship programme were arranged

by the Junior Foreign Service Officer's Club for further discussion on the African diplomatic,

economic and international scene, including the challenges which the Uruguay Round Agreement,

the World Trade Organisation, globalisation and liberalisaiton of the world economy pose to

South Africa and the rest of Africa. Special short meetings were similarly arranged for

diplomats assigned to the South African missions in Africa.

46. In the Wetern Cape Province, an invitation to appear on Radio 786 for discussion on the

Fellowship programme could not be honoured due to time constraint. However, the Institue for

African Alternatives (South Africa) (IFAA), a non-profit organization operating in the fields of

training, research and policy with the aim of strengthening democratic participation and

transformation in South Africa, succeeded in arranging an interview at the office of the FGD in

Johannesburg on the Fellowship programme as well as on wide-ranging issues on Africa.
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47. Against the background of the interest which the Fellowship has generated, and in view

of the wide-ranging impact of the programme, the mission would wish to recommend

sustainment of this particular type of Fellowship : at least bi-annually.

48. To promote international co-operation, particularly between South Africa and the

developing South (especially Africa, and subsequently the industrialized North), it is

recommended that FGD should consider establishment of :

i. Foundation for Global Dialogue Fellowships for South African young graduates

to pursue further studies or research in some reputable universities in Africa and

the developing world in general. The beneficiaries of such FGD fellowships

should be required to concentrate on contemporary issues in the areas of (a) intra-

African relations (especially between South Africa and individual African

countries, and between South Africa and the African community of nations,

including regional groupings); and (b) global trends and tendencies affecting the

African continent and the rest of the devleoping world.

Foundation for Global Dialogue Exchange Programmes for deserving South

African scholars to undertake short-term visits to or attachment with academic or

research centres in Africa and the developing South in general as well as the

industrialised North. Similarly, scholars from the rest of Africa etc could be

offered such opportunities as FGD scholars to expose them to the wider academic

community in South Africa by way of consultations and the presentation of

seminars. Reports ofFGD Exchange Programmes Scholars should be disseminated

through a range of FGD publications.
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Foundation for Ginhai Dialogue ChairS [of two to three-year duration] at

carefully selected universities or diplomacy insitutes such as the Legon Centre for

International Affairs [LECIA], University of Ghana; Institute for Diplomacy and

International Studies (IDIS), University of Nairobi, Kenya; International Relations

Institute of Cameroon (IRIQ; Zambia Institute of Diplomacy and International

Studies [ZIDIS]. The FGD chairs may be titled, as for example, FOP Chair of

international Cooperation

49. The mission recommends establishment of institutional partnerships between FGD and the

following three major African intergovernmental organisations :

* UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA)

* Organization of African Unity (OAU)

* African Development Bank (ADB), as well as the following centres :

* South Centre based in Geneva

* European Centre for Development Policy Management [ECDPMJ based in

Maastricht, the Netherlands etc. etc.

50. As regards the South African universitites in this challenging period of the history of the

country, the mission agrees with Gouley and Morris in recommending development of the

following strategies :

l.
Shifting the focus of the South African universities which is currently aimed at

only producing graduates with a first world perspective who are primarily
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prepared to enter the shrinking corporate or professional world, towards a bifocal

approach which also stresses the development needs of the South African society.

The implied need is to "Africanise", though this term is frequently misused or not

understood by its most fervent advocates. Perhaps, to a great extent, what is

required now is what may be termed a general "climate of intellectual affirmative

action".

ii. Curriculum reform which not only caters for the different educational experience

of under prepared students entering university, but also produces grduates with an

informed knowledge of where they are historically situated and what is demanded

of them in this time of transition in South Africa.

iii. Tackling gender and racial inequality in terms of entrance requirements to make

universities more accessible as well as to ensure that the academic staff more

closely reflect the demographic makeup of the society.

iv. Striving for greater collaboration between different universities in the same locale

and thereby creating stronger linkages between English liberal, Afrikaans medium

and traditionally Black universities.

v. Establishing increased international linkages to bring South African academics and

post graduates closer to the cutting edge of intellectual work in their

disciplines/areas.
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vi. Establishing interdisciplinary and multi-disciplinary approaches to teaching and

research.

vii. Accessing international research experience in policy work, and, in the process,

generating local policy research, to make an institutional contribution towards a

non-racial, more equitable, democratic order.

CONCLUSION

51. The conclusion towards which this Report tends is that sustainment of this type of FGD

Fellowship would in no small measure contribute to the realisation of the noble aims and

objectives of the Foundation. The programme of the Fellowship has clearly demonstrated that

the various constituencies of South Africa would immensely benefit from the activities of the

Foundation, as vital information on international affairs in general, and the African political,

economic, social and cultural scene in particular, would be made more accessible to them, as

many of them were previously excluded from participation in this field.

52. The Foundation has been established at a time of heightened interest in co-operation

between South Africa, the rest of Africa and the developing world as a whole. Africa and South

Africa - within the framework of FGD Fellowships - can develop a new framework for co

operation and pursue relentlessly and with single-minded determination the objective of

establishing a new regional economic and political order in Africa based on an increasing

measure of collective self-reliance.
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PROFESSOR SAM ASANTE

FGD VISITING SCHOLAR

PROGRAMME OCTOBER 1996

THURSDAY 3 OCTOBER

AFTERNOON: 12:45-14:00

Seminar in the department of foreign affairs, hosted by the Junior Foreign

Service Officer's Club

Theme: Economic development in Africa: challenges, realities and the way

forward (level: department of foreign affairs staff)

LATE AFTERNOON: 17:30-19:00

Workshop at the Rand Afrikaans University, hosted by Maxi van Aardt in the

department of political studies

Theme: Africa, South Africa and Uneca: a new era of co-operation

(level: Honours students and higher)

FRIDAY 4 OCTOBER

EVENING: 19:00

Dinner at Maxi van Aardt's house

MONDAY 7 OCTOBER

AFTERNOON: 14:00-16:30

Workshop at the Rand Afrikaans University, hosted by Maxi van Aardt

Theme: Regionalism and Africa's development: expectations and reality

(level: Honours and higher)

TUESDAY 8 OCTOBER
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AFTERNOON: 14:00-16:30

Seminar at the Foreign Service Institute, hosted by Yolanda Kemp

Theme: South Africa's relations with Europe; towards a 'qualified" Lome

option or a free trade area agreement? (level: trainee

diplomats, MA and PhD)

WEDNESDAY 9 OCTOBER

AFTERNOON: 14:30-16:00

Seminar at the National Labour and Economic Development Institute
(Naledi), hosted by Ravi Naidoo

Theme: Regionalism and Africa's development: policy measures towards a

new direction (level: researchers)

LATE AFTERNOON: 17:30 -19:00

Workshop at the Rand Afrikaans University, hosted by Maxi van Aardt

Theme: Economic development in Africa: Challenges, reality and the

way forward (level: Honours and higher)

THURSDAY 10 OCTOBER and FRIDAY 11

OCTOBER

SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICAL STUDIES ASSOCIATION (SAPSA)
COLLOQUIM.

This colloquium will have sixteen panels in four sessions. You have been

allocated to Session four, panel 13 on Regional integration and security in

sub-Saharan and southern Africa, You are the first of four speakers and will

deliver a presentation of maksimum 15 minutes. Your presentation have

been entitled: Regionalism and development in southern Africa: a case

for rationalisation.

MONDAY 14 OCTOBER
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MORNING: 11:03-12:00

Seminar at the department of trade and industry

Theme: South Africa's relations with Europe: towards a "qualified" Lome

option or a free trade area agreement (Level: members of the

South African negotiating team for a free trade area agreement

and otier officials from the multilateral desk of the department)

AFTERNOON: '4:00-16:30

Workshop hosted by Maxi van Aardt at the Rand Afrikaans University

Theme: Regionalism and Africa's development: expectations and reality

(level: Honours and higher)

TUESDAY 15 OCTOBER

MORNING: 10:30-11:20

Lecture at the University of Pretoria, hosted by the department of political

sciences

Theme: Africa and 50 years of the United Nations (level: Honours

students and staff)

AFTERNOON: 12:30-14:00

Seminar at the Africa Institute in Pretoria

Theme: Economic development in Africa: challenges, realities and the

way forward (level: researchers and experts)

WEDNESDAY 16 OCTOBER

MORNING: 09:15-10:00

Lecture in the department of international relations, University of the

Witwatersrand

Theme: African Economic Community: a new hope for Africa (level: 2nd year

students)
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AFTERNOON: 12:30 -14:00

Seminar at the South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA), as guest

speaker of the Growth, Trade and Investment Study Group.

Theme: Strategies for regional integration in southern Africa (level:

researchers, experts)

THURSDAY 17 OCTOBER

AFTERNOON: 12:45-14:00

Seminar at the department of foreign affairs, hosted by the Junior Foreign

Service Officer's Club

Theme: South Africa's relations with Europe: Towards a "qualified Lome

option or a free trade area agreement? (level:

department of foreign affairs staff)

Lunch with the DFA afterwards

17:00-19:00

Seminar at the University of Pretoria, hosted by the department of Economics

Theme: Regional integration strategies in southern Africa

(level: postgraduate students and staff)

Dinner with professor Geert de Wet and colleagues afterwards

FRIDAY 18 OCTOBER

MORNING: 11:15-12:00

Lecture in the department of sociology, University of the Witwatersrand

Theme: Economic development in Africa: challenges, realities and the way

forward (level: 2nd year students)

AFTERNOON: 14:00-16:00
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Workshop at the Graduate School of Public and Development Management,

hosted by Morabo Morojele.

Theme: Economic development in Africa: challenges, realities, and the

way forward (level: honours students and higher)

SATURDAY 19 OCTOBER

10:00-16:00

The WTO and the new rules-based trading system:

implications for national democracy and governance in South
Africa

The Institute for African Alternatives (IFAA) is hosting a one-day seminar in
conjunction with the Foundation for Global Dialogue and the National Institute
of Economic Policy (NIEP). You are the first speaker at 10:15.

Theme: Africa and the challenges of the new world of regionalism,

globalism, and liberalisation.

MONDAY 21 OCTOBER

08:30-18:00

Trade and Development relations with the European Union:

examining the respective negotiating positions

This is the first day of a conference on relations between South Africa and the
European Union organised by the Foundation for Global Dialogue and the

Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES).

TUESDAY 22 OCTOBER

Departure from Johannesburg International Airport:

Time: 10:30

Flight: SA547

Arrive in Durban at 11:30. Collected by a student of the Economic Research

Unit, University of Natal, Durban
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AFTERNOON: 4:00-15:30

Seminar at the Uniersity of Natal, Durban, hosted by the Economic
Research Unit

Theme: The EU-A^P Lome agreement: reflections on options for the future
(level: stdents and researchers)

A student from ERL will take you to your overnight guesthouse

WEDNESDAY 23 OCTOBER

MORNING: 11:00-13:00

A student from the University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg will collect you at
your guesthouse

Honours seminar at !he University of Natal - Pietermaritzburg, hosted by Dr.
Ufo Uzodike from the department of politics

Theme: African Economic Community: a new hope for Africa (level:

Honours students)

A student from the University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg will take you to your

next appointment at the University of Durban-Westville

AFTERNOON: 14:30-16:00

Workshop at the University of Durban-Westville, hosted by the department of
politics

Theme: The emergence of a democratic regime in South Africa:

challenges to the universities (level: students, lecturers)

(Note: the University of Durban-Westville has been going through a difficult

period of dissatisfaction among both students and lecturers. They are

protesting, amongst others, an undemocratic management structure)

Departure from Durban airport

Time: 17:00

Flight: BV583

Arrive in Cape Town at 19:10. You will be collected by Anthoni van

Nieuwkerk, research director of the FGD at the airport and taken to

Stellenbosch where you will be accomodated,
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THURSDAY 24 OCTOBER

MORNING: 10:10-12:00

Seminar at the University of the Western Cape, hosted by the Centre for

Southern African Stidies.

Theme: Econoiic development in Africa: challenges, realities and the

way faward (level: students, lecturers and researchers from the

school )f governance, department of political science. Centre

for Souhern African Studies, department of economics)

AFTERNOON: 13:30-14:15

Seminar for the parliamentary portfolio committees on trade and industry,

foreign affairs and finance, chaired by Rob Davies, chairperson designate of

the trade and industry portfolio committee.

Theme: Experience of the Lome Convention: lessons for South Africa

(level: parliamentarians) - to be confirmed

: 15:00-16:30

Seminar in the School of Economics. University of Cape Town.

Theme: Economic development in Africa: challenges, realities and the way

forward (level: postgraduates, and staff from the economics

department)

FRIDAY 25 OCTOBER

MORNING: 10:30-11:10

Lecture in the department of economics. University of Stellenbosch. hosted

by Prof. Colin McCarthy

Theme: Regionalism and Africa s development: expectations and reality

(level: 3rd year economics students)

12:00-12:30

Lecture in the department of politics. University of Stellenbosch, hosted by

professor Philip Nel
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Theme:
Economic development in Africa: expectation, reality and the
way forward (level: 3rd year student of international political

economy)

AFTERNOON: 14:30 -16:00

Honours seminar in the department of political studies. University of
Stellenbosch. hosted by professor Philip Nel

Afnca. South Africa and the UNECA: a new era of co-operation
and development (level: Honours students and.h.gher)

MONDAY 28 OCTOBER

MORNING: 12:00-13:00

Seminar at the Intitule for Democracy in South Africa (Idasa). hosted by
Shirley Robinson of the Idasa Public Information Centre

Theme= Democracy, development and regionalism in Africa (level,

researchers)

AFTERNOON: 14:50-15:30

Lecture at the Schocl of Public Management. University of Stellenbosch

-Thenie: Regionalism and Africa's development (level: 3" year students)

Departure from Cape Town

Time: 18:30

Flight: Sunair 685

You will be corrected at the Johannesburg International airport by your driver
you win u« . H t , n Rraamfontein
Ynuwi Decor cucuauiicw-M- ^

atX and taken to the Devonshire Hotel in Braamfonte.n

TUESDAY 29 OCTOBER

Time and theme to be confirmed
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A driver will be available to take you to the RAU library, if required.

Otherwise, you could spend the day at the Wits libraries. The FGD has a

spare office should you wish to use it on Tuesday.

WEDNESDAY 30 OCTOBER

AFTERNOON: 13:00-15:00

Informal luncheon at the FGD and debriefing afterwards

Theme: South Africa's relations with Europe: towards a "qualified" Lome

option or a free trade area agreement? (level: experts and

specialists from NGOs, government and academia).
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PROFESSOR SKB ASANTE
UN ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA

WEDNESDAY 3 OCTOBER

AFRICA, SOUTH AFRICA AND UNECA: A NEW ERA

OF CO-OPERATION

TIME: 17:30-19:00

MONDAY 7 OCTOBER

REGIONALISM AND AFRICA'S DEVELOPMENT:

EXPECTATIONS AND REALITY

TIME: 14:00-16:30

WEDNESDAY 9 OCTOBER

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA:

CHALLENGES, REALITY AND THE WAY FORWARD

TIME: 17:30-19:00

MONDAY 14 OCTOBER

REGIONALISM AND AFRICA'S DEVELOPMENT:

POLICY MEASURES TOWARDS A NEW DIRECTION

TIME: 14:00-16:30

VENUE: ENQUIRE AT THE DEPARTMENT OF

POLITICAL STUDIES
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THE SOUTHAFRICAN INSTITUTE VF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

THE SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE

OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
I ;

invites you
i

to a meeting of the

Growth, Trade and Invfestbnent Study Group

to be addressed by

Professor S^m Asante

Senior Advisor, UN Econoiqic Commission for Africa

on

i

Strategies for Regional Integration in Southern Africa

Prcf, Asante has written katnsively on regional
integration, (rode and wpsr jtfHcan issues.

Date

Time

Venue

RSVP

Wednesday, 16 October 1996

12:30 pirn:
Jan Smits House, East Campus

Univers ityjof the Witwatersrand

Ms. Pa ricia Jacobs

Tel: (Oil)'339-2021
Fax: ((Ml)!339-2154

i

advise whether you will require a sandwich luach (RIO)

when yoi reply

2BI7

-2«11

TOTft P.92
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Centre for Southern African Studies
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