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\T. Recommendations of the Meeting

A, THE ARUSHA FORWARD LOOKING STRATEGIES FOR THE ADVANCEMENT oF AFRICAN
- WoMEN BEYOND THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE FOR WOMEN"

General Framework and Basic Obstacles

1. ' The Plan of Aetion for the Integration of Women in DeveloPment adopted T
at Addis Ababa in 1974, the World Plan of Action edopted at Mexico City in
1975 and the Programme of Action adopted in Copenhagen in 1980 continte ‘to
provide concfete proposals for action which’ should be taken at the national,
regional and. international levels to sddress women's questions under the
goals of the United Natiolfs Decade for Women: : eq_ualltv3 development ahd
apeaCes and the subthemes of employment health ‘and educatlona S

2. Whlle these concrete pfoposals 56111 remain’ valld bases for action;
the worsening economlc and SOClal conditlons in Africa contlnue to place
This 31tuat10n 1s compelllng Afriea to reorlent its future actlon and
strategles for overall development and the advancement of women towards
improving sélected badic prlbrlty sectors which can induce positive changes
.with multlpgler effects%W1th1n the economy and 5091ety.

3. In many respects ‘the 1mplementat10n of the plans and programmes, of
action during the Decade have improved the condition of African women.
However, major obstacles remain at different levels which require new
orlentatlon and strateeles to overcome them°

Deveidpmenﬁ”“"

h. The Lapos Plan of- Actlon adopted by - Africen Heads of State and Govern=
ment in Lagos in 1980 provided & widely accepted framework for initiatives
to reorlent Afrlca s development towards more autonomous and self-gustaining
approaches. In this context, the Plan acknowledges the key role of women
in the search for alternatlve strategles and solutions to Africa’s economic,
difficultiesit In-Africa, perhaps more than anywhere else in the W'orldS
_wémen have had a strong historie economic involvement. They have: remalned
- active and have continued to- support their families and carry on mbi t
levels of agrloultural productlon. :

5 Afrlca as a reglon is experlen01np 8, pertlcularly dlsturblng economlc

and soc1al setback as a result of structural problems arising from the ways

in whlch natlonal economles of the. region are integrated into the 1nternat1@nal
market system. . :

6. The inequities inherent in the present world economic order have 1
the African continent with an acute balance of payment deficits. The
external debt of ‘the region has increased fivefold during the past decade,

while external resourceés have. dropped to a eritically low level.. The total’
outstandlng ‘debt in 1980 amounted to US$TT7.500 million and the payment com—‘
mltments have become a burden. '
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7. The expension of manufacturing output in the region 1s also hampered
by, inter alia, limited domestic markets and protectionism in external
markets of developed countries, inadequate raw material supplies for key
industries, absence of skilled end experienced indusirial manpover, and
shortages of imported materials9 spare'parts and machinery. The genersally
stagnant nature of domestic ¢conomies has inevitably depressed 1ndustr1al
investment and. in turn, future expansicn.

8. Agricultural performance of the African countries dropped badly over
the past decade due to unbalanced policies, global economic crisis and the
persistent drought situstion which has affected up to 35 African countries,
most of which are threatened with the loss of their food selfasuff1c1encyﬂ
The growth of menufacturing also slowed down abruptly and the rate of -
expangion did not compare well with that of,other developing countries. -

9. The poor performance of agriculture was manlfested partlcularly in
lnadequate levels of food production. Since this is a =ajor ares in which
women work, these adverse circumstances have eroded their economic standlng
and Jeopardlsed their capacity to feed their families and themselves.

10. In the field of development, due attention must be given to women in
the analy51s of the prevailing 31tuatlon gnd in measures Lo be taken parti-
cularly in each of the following key areas: educatlon and humen resources
development, health, agrlculture, industry and enviromment.

11. The imbalance between population growth and economic growth is a major
cbstacle to development for most of the countries of the region. - The
1ncluszon of’demographlc,varlables in development planning will make possible
famlly plaunlng pol*c1es allow1ng women to control-their fertility and bring
better llVlna condltlons and well being for themselves. and thelr families.

_Egualitg

12. Basic challenges related to negative images of women in society which
are in part ‘an outcome of the reality of female subordination and in part

are reinforced by many obstacles perpetuate (at least officially and publicly)
the image of women as “invisible” and their work as of low value., At the
official level, these prejudices exist in national policies which emphasize
such dichotomies like home economics/kitchen gardening as opposed to- farming
and that women should be ‘interested in the former and men in the latter.

- This is what one might refer to as the ideological or attitudinal obstacles

P o) equallty (1 E so;1etal def1n¢t10ns of statusn sex roles and relative
social standlnﬂ ‘of “women- v1s 8-vis men) oL

13° The lack of recognltlonvof and hence;the lack of sppropriste services

to alleviate the constraints placed upon women's productive functions by

 their nurturant roles is a major constraint to equality. Women, for

.. instance, have to bear the burden of pressure to’ function and’.compete in
the formal labour inarket and in- 1ncomewgenerat1ng agricultursl: work and ab

the same time be responsible for child bearing and aurturing activities.

FIY
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' The problem exists at two levels: the reproductive role of women .and the
. resp0n51blllty for famlly needs. which often combine in women's lives.
.. This results in women's inadequate acquisition of skills, and, even where

skills are acquired, their inability to apply their energies in.the work

-‘,process to compete falrly Wlth men because of the general perception of

reproductlon as women's burden and not as a shared societal responsibility.

1k, It is recognized that.culture plays. a pivotal role in ipdividual and

!

",,OIgan1z1ng pr1n01ple of social, economic, religinus'and political life.
In. addltlon, it is the glue which, at any particular time, holds ‘communities

cormynity life as a system of knowledge, values and beliefs :and as the

together and dls+1ngulshes them from one ancther. It also provides them
with the basis of self-confidence in dealing with external and internal

forces for change. The women of Africa are recognised as the prime custodians

Qf,Cultural-values,

fiS' Desplte 1ts geographlcal and cultural dlversn;y5 Afrlca shares many
common basic cultural features, -but over the past century the colonial

'Qexperlence has serlously affected ond in some ways even weakened the role

of.. cultural systeme in binding Afridan societies togetherc- ‘Wnilst it would

‘ef;;]be Wrong to; treat cultural systems as sacrdsant and immune from 1nteract10n
.- with.: other cultures9 it mugt be admitted that one particular. negatlve feature
" among others is diserimination against women on grounds of :genders.s Con-

sequently the basic challenge facing Africa, in so far as culture is con-
cerned, .1s.the choice of developing a cultural system based upon a genuine

. gearch for, autonomy, self-reliance and. equality . amnng all peoPIes regardless

of gender, . : age,. ethnicity or religious beliefs.

16. The stress on cultural roots and values should not be seen as a return

.. to a golden age of the past or a retreat but as a challenge'to'support and

enhance cultural systems which create. a positive Afrigan image for future
generations. Cultural practices should be developed.to enrich the ways in

T~Lwh1ch we work, relate and live without perpetuating. negat1Ve and inequitable
;Hgsoc1al, economlc and .political relatlonshlps,‘_- :

Peaée‘
17. . The racist agartheld regime in South Africa is an affront to the dignity
of_all Afrlcans on the continent. It is a stark reminder of the absence of

equalley and peace, representing the worst form of institutionalized oppres-
sion and strife,

18. The. close 1nterrelat1onsh1p between development. equality and pesce

and women's active involvement in the advancement of these goals is vital
in terms of enabling the Africa region to come out of the present crisis

and make positive contributions to global developument.

19, ;he Tink. between peace and disarmament is clear. ‘The resolutions of
the United Nations and the Non-aligned Movement declaring the Indian Ocean
a zone of peace and the call to make Africa a nuclear free zone should be
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implemented. World opinion should be mobilized to condemmn the arms race

and-demand complete freedom from nuclear weapons which threaten world .
peace and security. The funds presently being used in the arms race.

" should be channelled to economic development in order to 1mplement the .

“New International Economlc Order and strategles for women's development
and equalltyu -

: EOu'rAll countries have the right to independence and self determination.
Therefore,- there can be no peace in Africe until the whole continent is
free from colonial and foreign domination, teo-colonialism, alien eubn__
Jjugation; apartheid and racial discrimination. Support should be glven
to the llberatlon movements and frontllne Stetes., -

21. Peace'ls‘closely linked to the other-two themes of the United Nations
Decade for Women; without peace and equality no development can be achieved.
Peace includes the absence of violence against women and hetween social

- strata. It is the guarantee of security and freedom to organize and
participate in sll spheres of development. Women can enjoy peace only.

if they are guaranteed enjoyment of ‘all rights enshrined in the Universal
Declaration of Peace.. A host of obstacles, mainly structural, have impeded
~the attainment of the goal of peace not only din the advancement of women
but also in the attainment of self»sustalned development ‘of the reglon.

. Among these obstacles are: R - . -

(a) The growing crises associated with eteadlly weakenlng external
stimuli for economic growth - a gituation aggravated by some
misguided policies and measures adopted by policy makers and
planners;

(b} The dynamic of the international division of labour. in which

- Africa and other developing regions have historicslly specialized

-+ as providers of raw material and cormodities and importers.of
manufactures, technologles and patterns-of!consumption. ThlS
unequal exchange 15 taking place under increasingly ‘deteriorat-
ing terms of trade and adverse market conditions. This
phenomenon has affected Africa in several ways with the result
that:

(1) it is more dszlcult for African countries to import the
: “necessary 1nputs (e.g. fert1¢1aers) at reasonable prices
to ‘increase agricultural output and sustain adequate devels
of food produection; WETL e

(ii) internal egriculturel production is oriented to meet the
S needs. of external démand at the expense of local food
needs o , ST

(iii) it has restructured the allocation of agricultural factors
: of production: Jland. energy;‘capital and labour.
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National pelicies perpetuating low capital investment in agricul-
ture and overconcentration of resources in certain export products
whlch has resulted 1nu

(i) deteriorating quallty of 11f9 in rural areas and
consequent rural-urban migration that increase the
" Pamily responsibilities of women, many of whom are
-now de facto heads of households; v

_~j .‘=

) (ii)"deterloratlng agrlcultural product1V1ty5 fﬂf

(iii) ‘deterloratlng glimatic cond1t10ns Whlch An turn affect ;
o the env1ronment and agrlcultural proc’tuctmn5 Lo

V_Kiﬁy* appropriatlon af male 1abour by market forces for export
‘ “productlon thereby squeezlno labour avallable for food
' prnductlonn ‘ RN ,

At the local level;" land tenure: systems and agrarian condltlons

"~ have been restructured in such-a way that food production has

been: left in the hands of small-holders using traditional farm-

" ing methods' without the benefit of scientific and technologlcal -

innovations needed to raise food production to satlsfactory Jlevels.

" This fact kéeps tradltlonal holdlngs under low product1v1ty per
"-runlt area cf land. : : : b R

‘iThe reallzatlon by the peOple of the sharp contrast between the ‘Q
“prevalling state of increasing:- ‘poverty ‘and the value of sectudl i
- -as~well as potential resources’ ‘suchi ‘as raw materlals for 1ndustry

‘“‘reflecting flrstlya the lack of technical knowwhow among the-

' populatlon ‘of working ‘age.to explolt these ngtural resources for
. doméstic purposes, and, secondly the’ dlfflculty ‘of - policy makers
“"-and plétmérs in the ‘region to conclude: succassfulli‘the Horth ouom

South dialogue in order to- permit Third World.countries to have
at their disposal sufficient factor inputs to pay for imports

through 1ncreased export of prlmary products or’ manufactured '

- prouuctso-

(£)

(g)“

The negatlve impact of steps now beln? taken by the 1ndustr1allzed
countries to concentrate resources on new frontier technologies
and associated industries in order %o safeguard nevw indistrial
autonomy and their dominance over domestic and regional markets. -
Thus, more than ever, it is now necessary to incorporate the needs
and 51tuat10n of womern into the analysls of "Africa'’s problems,

,_s-.‘:.,‘

Inadequate moblllzatlon of “hisnan’ andﬂtechnlcal resources for examin-
~ing and for maklng«substantlal contributions to the formulation

qf Qﬁncepts policies’, planning and implementsation of “development
programmes to enable the Africa region to overcome the crisis.
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(h) The 1mp0501b111ty for women in the current economic crisis to
"be able to take the initiative to part1c1pate fUlly 1n the efforts
to reshape the future of the Africa reglon and to do so in ways
that are llkely to promote opportunl ies for a status equal to that
) of menow ‘

Women and Africa’s development to the vear 2000

22. The contribution of African women to peace and international coopera-
tion depends mainly on their active role in decision making at all levels,
namely, local, national, subregional. regional and international. The
forward.-looking strategies for the advancement of African women beyond the
end of the United Wations Decade should be considered and endorsed at ali
future policy meetings on the continent's development. The strategies
should also be utilized in the implementation as well as in the reviews and
appraisals of existing global strategles, plans and-programmes currently in
place in Africa with a view to harmonizing them. Such global strategies
include the Lagos Plan of Action, the African Regional Food. Plan; the Industrial .
Development Decade for Africa, the United Nations. Transport and Communications
Decade for Africa., the Kilimanjaro Programme of Actlon on Populat1on and
Self-reliant Development, the International Development Strategy for the Third
‘United Nations Development Decade and the North-South dlalogue, The
part1c1pat10n of womer in national, subregional. and reglonal 1nst1tutlons
respon91b¢e for the implementation of these strategies is an aeset which

the reglon should fully utilize.

23. . Afrlca has a.very youthful poPulatlon upon whom tne 1mplementatlon of
long-term strategies for the advancement of women in the region will depend.
The problems of young people-in Africe are both well -known and OVerwhelmlng,
In view ¢ the declaration of 1985 as Internationdl Youth Yearsllt is 1mportant
to 1link the Fforward-locking strategies to the e5p1ratlons of .the reglon 8
youth, especially zirls and young women. The strategy in thls regard should
be to promote specific policies for the. edueation, health and employment

of young women -and girls, with special. attention to ensure that ‘they are
consciously involved in social, political and economic development. Priority
attention should be given to the improvement of living conditions, acquisi-
tion of positive amtltudes and general development of present and future
igenerat1ons. . :

KEY AREAS AND ISSUES | 'wf‘fQJ CL

1. AGRICULTURE AND FOOD PRODUCTION

}EEEJEE@LQE . RN | |

24, - Over bhe past two decedes the food and agrlculture situation in most
parts of the Africa region has undergones drastic deterioration manifested

in poor productivity in the sector. falling per capita consumption of food
and inereasing unemployment and misery, Part of this problem is attributable
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to the changes in land use. These have entailed monocropplng of . nonwedlble
cash crops at. the expense of multicropping patterns necessary for sustain-
Aing e more balanced range .of options. for food production and consumptlono

" Another part of the probleimn relates to conventional approaches to development
- which have concentrated on growth rates and attainment of quantltatlve targets

S o) the exclu51on .0f human resourceg. con51de;etlons and the objectives of

‘reducing hunger and 1nequa11ty _Food productlon is further hampered by

":scarc1tj of areble land water for consumntlon and 1rr1ga$10n and dependency

on £o0d aid.” The need is Preat for 1ncreased ettention to improving women's
. productivity in egriculture towards the goal of self-sufficient food production.

Ohstaetes” T
85 . The pattern of orlentatlon of the agrlcultural sector ‘deseribed sbove
“Has c0nst1tlted‘a complex set of obetaoles to women 's advancement. They
include: : -

”fA‘(éj'fThe lack or 1nadequacy of natlonel pollCleS reflectlng a multi-
PEEY ddckoral strategy for improving the efficiency of the contribution
of women to national development: +this obstacle ‘results from

. 1gnorance of the key role of women in netlonal development -
eesnec1ally 1n the case of rural developmenta‘

']TZD;fferentlal access by Women and men to means. of production
Which mlght be. divided into two components 1) .unegual treatment
:1n_access to 1and agrlcultural :f'lnence‘3 credlt loans, subsidy

' er 1nputsq and {ii) unequal treatment. in.access to
“educwtlon,_skmlls tralnlng and technologyJ

(o) Thé absence or inadequacy of 1nst1tutlonal machlnery to incorporate;
riﬁat the level of development and financial planning, an understanding
et the double roles of women as mothers and producers in rural develop-

“ ment;” ’

o (a) _An 1nadequate data baee or. 1nsuff1c1ert 1nformetlon vhich con-
‘ ‘gtrlbutes to & bigsed. undervalued and marg 1qal oerceptlon of
" women 1n}rural development _one of the major deficiencies of
'exlstlng ‘date is the 1naccurate measurement of work done by women
in food and agr1cu1ture in the household and in merketlng.
(e) In the context of national economic develonme”
. division of labour in the rursl eector and in the household as
) well as unequal JOb opportunltles whether in pedd or unpald Jobs.
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Strategies

26. The follow1ng are emong magor strategles for overcomln the basic
obstacles' "

(a) Integrated solutions such as national food policies diversified
according to specific national regions for the improvement of
self reliance on food production 1nstead of palllatlves oy
fragmented remedleq

(b)'flmproved 1nfrastructure to alleviate the burdens on women such
ag fetching water, energy, fuel and other forms of supplies
collection:

{(¢) The mobilization of logal human resources for general 1nterest
work and the*efore the promotlon of the comm.unltyB

(d) Rellance on 8 comblnatlon of traditional know how and'imﬁroved
~ and/or modern technology approprlate for the local needs and
“custonms: : A

{e) Dissemination of 1nformatlon to rural women through national

B »1nformat10n campaigns using all available media and established
women's groups; exposure of local populations to innovation
and creative thought through open air films, talks, visits
among areas of similar demends, demonstration 1ncent1ves to
scientific and technological innovation; part1c1pat10n of women
farmers' in research for information campalgns; and involvement
of women in technical co- 0peratlon between deve10p1ng countries
for information exchanges:

:_(f) 'Lauﬁchihé of complementary and parallel short, medium and long
term agricultural strateples and sensztlzatloﬁ of people to
. long--term needs:

(g) Avoidance of the reproduction at local level of the pattern of
- the interhational division of labour which emphasises specializaiion
in certain agricultural practices thus eliminating possiblities
of other development and 1nnovat10nn

National and local level

27. A reorientation in the allocation of productive resources to the
‘agricultural sector with priority emphasis on food production is imperative.
This reorientation implies for women.

(a) Technological improvements such as:
(i) Fxperimentation and research on asgricultural and livestock

reising technologies oriented to areasg most adversely affected
by climatic conditions:
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{(ii) Use of pesticides and, when possn.blea biological control
« oo f with effective monitoring of the adverse effects of chemical
‘v pesticides on agricultural workers and ecosystems;

~ (4ii) Dissemination of results of agricultural research on improved

: .- varietiegs of seeds adapted to the local requlrements and
-patterns of consumptlon ta women engaged in rural agricultural
work, including both agricultural. qfflcers and farmers;

- {iv) -Research and experimentation on food production and storage
- - bechniques which - 1mprove tradltlonal knowlége and introduce
moddrn technology,

(v). Improvement of the: efflclency of energy conversion as a
complement to other measures. for energy supplyS

(vi) - -Improved methods of- reduclng post harvest food loss and of
. -preservation and. conservation.of. food products.

- (b} Integrated farming systems. aimed at self—suff1c1ency in food and
eneriy ?roauctlon 1nclud1nr'

{i) 'Creatlon ar 1»u¢”r:t 1 lﬁr“lﬁ systoms with dusg ‘consideration
for the complementarlty of grass foddera cereals and agri-
cultural wastes with animal raising act1v1t1es,

(ii) rIntegrated and rational use of organ;c ‘chemical fertilizers
-~ . and the -search for alternative solutions to the use of animal
dung as fuel; intensification.of the local'and integrated
production of organic fertilizers using biomass and animal
- wastes; A

(1iii) Promotion of sagro- fqrestry programmes oriented to en improved
R food and. fuel provision and to the preservatlon of forests
and local ecosystemsﬁm' :

- {iv) Creation of 1ntegrated agrlcultural progects conszderlng self-
sufficiency in energy and food production and stimulating the
generation of food surpluses for security and exchange
PRYDOSeSY | : . : A

{v) Launching of extensive prbgraﬁhés of re-afforestation based
e on communlty participation and oriented to arrestlng soil
erosion; _

(vi) Ralslng small- animals and. encouraglng the use of fish to
improve nutrition.

. (e) - Improvement of training. for womgn_ingludiggigl.
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fii)

(i)

'( iv)

‘production and availability of food products.

Accéss to training programmes at different levels and types
of skills and widening of the rangé of methods and technologies

used for agricultural production;

Substantial increase in the training of & female contingent
highly skilled in modern technology -and 301ent1flc and
technological innovations

Increased part1c1pat10n of- women in research and development

'of technologies appropriate for African agrOmcllmatlc

condltlonsw

;Access to extension serv1ces and know how in the context of

the modern sec'tora

.Tralnlng of rural ‘women in nu.trltlon9 considering zeasonal

(d), Improvement of women g organlzatlonal capa01ty in farmlng activities:

(1)

" co-operatives:

'Horlzontal comoperatlﬁn and’ exchange of sgricultural know
“how and 1mprOVed traditional techn1qLes within the home.
country and reglon -

-"Promotlon of women’ s'organlzatlonal capacity for collective,
- eo- operatlve production. management and control of the fruits

of their labour, 1ncludlng the ?ormatlon‘af women‘s agricultural

{e) Access to productive factprs such as lgné;'capital and water:

@)

(44)

(iii)

(v)

(vi)

Access to credit oriented to the acquisition of the necessary
inputs to increase agricultural production including the
establishment of national banks for women:

Reallocation of land resources with prlorlty on food production,
espeulally of staple foods;

Land reform and settlement programmes oriented to insure

women's rights to land:

Reforms in inheritance and customary laws on land tenure biaged
in terms of gender;

Allocation of community plots for landless female agricultural
workers;

Greater attention to planning and development of water supply
in rural areas, both for irrigation and domestic consumption,
with special remedial measures to relieve women's burdens

in fetching water:
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Eradication of endemic diseases which prevent the use of
vast land areas.

,(f) Improved basic rural infrastructure:

(i)

"(ii)-
(3ii)

(iv) "

(v}

" domplexes providing employment for women at all levels of

(vi)

i)

(viii)

Improvemeﬁﬁ of transportation and communication systems
in relation to food dletrlbutlong 1mproved technologles
and animal power to alleviaté women® 8 drudgery in
trenSportlng fOQd watern and fuel '

Adaptation of transport technologles to sub- -reglonal geo~
grephle and enV1ronmental condlt;ons for eesy marketing and
exchange of prlmery commodltles

Development of an 1ntegra$ed energy supply based on the
diversification of local energy resources and emphasis on
dev1ces for hlgh grede ‘energy c:onvers:Lone “oriented to
serve community needs: . :

Sanitary control on water development projects and dissemina--
tion of preventive measures against weter~borne diseases;

Development of‘small medium and large scale agro- ~industrial

the productive process, ranging from managerlal and
technlcal to sclentlf;c optiona;

Alleviation of demobraphlc pressure in heavily populated

areas; .

Provision of technical and 1nfrastructurel support to newly

" ereated rural settlements wlth due attentlon to meetlng

the needs of women:

Provision of primary hezlth care, particularly in isolated
areas using para«medlcal assistance and’ 10cal trained female
personneln

(g) Improvements in marketing, such ag formatlon of women into market.-

‘ _'1ng cooneratives , trnlnln, for morket woren to 1ﬁﬂrove “their work
"7 enviromment and in food oreeervatlon and. storage provision of
daycare facilities, legislation to limit imports in order to

encourage domestic produetwon and 1mprOVed 1nfrastructure°

28. Governments should 1nten51fy thelr effortg to enhance 1ntramAfrlcan
trade especially in agricultural products through sub-regional and regional

cooperation.

The recommendations made by the thirteenth FAQ Regicnal

' Conference for Africa (Harare, 198Y4) and by the GoVermmental Consultation
on the Role_of Women in Food Productlon and Seeurlty (Harare, 1984) are

' endorsed
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Regiqnal level
29. Governments should:

(a)} Promote coordination and eollaboration fof'#he control of animal
‘ diseases and natural resources development;

(b).,Mbblllze resources and devmlop support 1ndustr1es to farmers as
X " well as exxstlng sub~regional and reglonal training centres in
order to increase human resources required for the development

of the agricultural sector and food crops in particular:

7 (e) Promote'the'deveibﬁmént of reSea?éh infragtructure and exchange
of results in agricultural, nutritional and technological research,
taking intoiacqqunt elimatiec and socio=cultura%lconditions;

(a) Promote the,exchénge;of efficiéﬁt techﬁélogies in agriculture and
" the household in order to alleviate women's burden;

(e). Promote subregional and regional cooperstion;
(£) “ﬁeveloﬁ'means'of subregional and regional communication;

- A{g) ;Develop intre~African trade. and to encourage the exchange of
- ,,agrlcultural preoducts;

(h} Undertake coordlnated actlons et reglonal level in order to improve -
- the terms of trade between developing and developed countries.
30. Sub-regional and regional organisationc involved in the rural sector
should establish and strengthen women's services with a view to better
integrating women's needs in their programmes and promoting the dissemination
of technologies likely to méet those requirements. .

Intérnationél‘lqu£

31. International donors, incliuding the Consultative Group cn International
Agricultural Research (CGIAR), should give greater attention to the applicability
of their research on household productlon for food crops and particularly the
Krole of women in dbc151on maklng and in the. process of technology transfer.

2. The Impact of Desertification on Women's Condition

The Eroblem“

32. Thlrty—f1Ve Afrlcan countnesq those south of the Sahara in partlcular9
sre affected by desertification resulting from the severe drought that has
caused loss of human life and large scale displacement of populations.
Therefore,; the hydraulic potential must be fully exploited if smooth develop-
ment is to be achieved. The phenomenon of drought and desertification needs
greater financial assistence. further study and commitment to national projects
in order to bring it under control.
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Obotaclcs

.33;‘ Ulthout ‘elean” ‘and suff1c1ent Qddntltlﬁs oP water no development policy

-~ gan’ succeed, Food, nutrition, health, hygiene, sSanitation and energy are -

.all sreas where women' are: acnlvely 1nvolved ard ‘those are GOntlngent on
eean adequate uupplv o; drlnklng water,- SEEERS

: Strategies

3&. Straxayles Tecommcnded>”nclude

{a)  Supply the communltJ Wlth drlnklng water, through the construction.
of well&; bhoreholes, dams and locallyﬁmade water catchment devices
- sufficient  for all 1rr1gat10n qu domestlc needsq including those

- of: llvestock ;

(b) Bu:.ldlzlU mlcrq“dams &nd AT gition networks 1nten"ux

uhe depnnden»e of agriculturL on rainfall,

R PO R S H S i C

“f(cﬁthvalnlng woten 4o tdkevfe pCﬁBlellty for the management of the
Lo hydrau¢1c Jnfrastructu""e9 equlpment and 1ts maintenance:

(&) Organization and‘sensmt:zaulon of'womeprln the flght agalnst'
- —desertification through large scale afforestation. campaigns
{(planting of woodlots, collective farms and seedlings)r

+{e) Establishment of women's Lommlttees to faght bushflres and dew
e LTforestauwon

{f)uleSsemlnatlon,of imQrdved fraditi0ﬁai_techniques_for‘saving fuel-"
‘ wodd; ‘ - T . ]

(é) Involvement of women in mobilisation and dlstrlbutlon of food
ald 1n countrleq affectpd by droughh; Co

-"35 Governmcnts should adont a coordlmated pollcy in the struggle agalnst
. drought and call on the Interstata Coumzttee in the Struggle against the
~Drought in the Sahel (CTLQ g) to ‘make prov1s;qns forrwnmenjln its programmes.
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3,  TNDUSTRIAL DEVILOPMENT FOR AFRICA
The problem

36. There is a close link between industry and agriculture, and the fall in production
in the agrlcultural sector has had adverse effects on manufacturlng in Africa. Total
food production rOSe by ro more than 1.5 percent in the period 1970-1980, while the
African pcnulatlon ervanded at an average snnual rate .of some 2,8 percent. ‘As.a result,
per capita food production dropped at an average rate of ‘1.2 percent in the period 1970~
1980, Industry, however, needs a striving agricultural sector as a major supplier of
its raw materials and as the principal market for its output. The weak technicel
pogition of women in agricultural production is a contributory factor to the present
unsatisfactory situation. Problems in industrial development of the region reflect the
dependent nature of African economies and the need %o promote transformation industries
based on domestic agricultursl production. The region stiil has a low indiustrial base.

Obstacles

37. Major obstacles stem from energy problems, desnlte Afrlca 8 substantlal energy
reserves, This ig not only limited to enetgy for 1ndustr1es but particularly domestic
energy sources which boncern the femald populatioh evenr more: Other major obstacles
include lack of raw materials for key 1n6ustr1es abgende of quallfled nersonnel and
shortage of spare narts. : ‘

30. Populatlon size and low levels of income (even more so with women)} in most Africen
countries mean that existing domestic markets for consumer goods are too small to permit
the attainment of max1mum economles of scale in meny branches of industry.:@ Rural-urban
migration has left some areas with densities too low to support development infrastructure.
In addition, poor pbv51cal infrastructure results in high transport and-gistribution

costs reducing the size of available mavkets slanlflcantly, and the problems are compounded
by poor communlcatlons.

39, The geographic spread of industry in many African countries, akin to the distribution
of industries in the region, is extremely uneven. Industrialization in-Africa has
principally consisted in setting up industries that produce simple types of manufactured
consumer goods to meet a local demend formerly satisfied from abroad and heavily dependent
on imported raw materials, The new jmport-substitution 1ndustr1es, vhile contrituting

to the relative decline in imported consumer goods also increase the 1mport of 1nter-
mediate and capltal goods. . .

Lo, Natlonal industrial strsteples have provided few emplovment opnortunltles for women,
thus underutilizing their humen resource potential for industrial development. Discri-
rinatory practices towsrd women in recruitment and promotion policies have had the sane
effect., The lacl of educational and/or technical trsining has prevented women from
entering the industrial labour force or have kept them in low-skilled snd unstable Jobs.
Tahour 1eg;31atloﬂ has also tented to inhibit women's. Tull part1c1pat10n in 1ndustry;
especially in the prlvate sector, | At the présent tlme women's underemployment in industry
is exacerbated by high levels of unemployment. The very limited employment possibilities
for women in the formal sector, the tendency to choose capital rather than labour
intensive industries, discrimination against women by employers, the segregation of women
workers in the least skilled and lovest paying jobs and the lack of interest shown by
trade unions for the problems of women workers constitute major obstacles.

k1, Finelly, lack of female motivation to enter industrial employment often due to the
neture of work snd working conditions together with women's own self-imposed diserimina-
“tory attitudes to entering certain occupations have served as major obstacles in this
field.
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Strategies - = . & . T el aas ’
Netional level R

k2, In developlng strategles to encoursge African women"'s* equltable partlclpatlon 1n"
the 1ndustr1allzat10n process, pollcy~makems should not’ consider women' s ‘problems . or’
programmes_ln 1solat10n, but e’ should keep in wind che 1nuerre1atlonsh1ps between

] & fémale Workgrs 1n industrial- lsbour marksts in general and in specialized
oCc"pa%lonal marketﬁ.“ Natlonal developmemt plans should:.incorporate the ‘objectives of -

'ﬁuatrlallzatmon and resmuree'i:'fﬁ

jxmen hnd wnmgn.ln,gob o@porcunltl I
“of production, dlstrlbutlon and” marketlng of manutacture greaier utlllzatlon ef 2
1eca11y ‘avgilable. resaurces, and bet er- management w1£h'a riew to 1ay1ng e Solld foundatlen

e N : DRI io isgye
ﬁﬁ Act1v1t1es sheuld” “undertaken to establ:sh or: strengthen support 1nst1tut10n5,._j
to subsidize and. Jprovide flnanc1al resources-for industries’ run‘by women snd-thoses:

Qemploylng a high percentage of WOmen, ‘as well as set up consultancy andienglneerlng

fservmces and centres spearheadlng programmes for the 1ntegratlon of women 1n the '

‘*1ndustr1allzat10n Process.

 hk, Necessary 1nst1tut10nal machlnery ‘or operatlonal focal points should be promoted for
the inereased involvement of women in ‘industriel polidy meking -at the national level.
Governments should provide the right environment and support services to promote and

"fa0111tate entrepreneurshlp by women. Constralnts on wcmen 8 access to credlt and land
for enterprlse development need to be “ﬁ?ﬁ"fﬁ ”'ﬂ_ .

T a5, Self—sustalnlng and self«rellant 1nuustrlallzatlon calls for flexibility and ablllty

" to respond quickly to rapid scientific and techaolog cal’change through the approprlate
deployment of manpower, among other things fince most industrial operatlons, especlally,
at the plant level, are carriecd out by technlclans9 vocationzl and trede-specific skllled
personnel, technlcal and skilled lasbour training of women should be asccorded high -
pr10r1ty in natlonal manpowar developmen% probLammLs.' Opportunltles should be madei'
avallaﬁle for women to advance to better pa d and hlgaer leveJ p031t10ns. R

hﬁt Governments shotld. underta}e necessary measu:es to 1ncrea3e women*s.e'ﬁitqbggi
partic1pat10n 1n 1n&ustry,J1ncludLng-* : L s

jih“y,q)nﬁstudles to 1dent1fy the 1inkages between ‘the modern and “the - 1nformal
. :"sectofs and‘?reg?amme% 04 p“OJ“ctb to atrengtnen these llnmaﬂes'

1:app11ed studles to show how alternaﬁlve work avrangements “worker. beneflts
‘ahd #érvicesd can increase women, workers producﬁivltv and reduce»gendgn)H
”dlfferent1ated ldbour. costs - :

réf‘:iequal aCCESS to &ﬂd P&rtlc paﬁlon in aduit educatlon and in-serviee
B ; ¥ but saleable 1ncome=generat1ng skllls,

TEDYT O TT v
57T m.-“wa T HEARY

K equal prlorlty'&n the develbpm@n

at w1ll rellevevwnmen s

T

A P : e
. $onl

‘ﬁQEqual ent:ouragemen+ Tor.. women ;o fawm and acnlvely parthlpate 1n collechlve 'j
’jorganlzatlons 1nclud1ng trade unlona-”' ' el

Ve
T

f) promotlon and up-grading of loc91 nwnf+~ and other small-scale and tradltlonal
" industriés.: o
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Reglonel level

h? The conslderable experlence and expertlse in industrial development accumulated by.
some. Afrlcen countrles could very usefully be shared with others. With1n geogrephlc
" regions, selected natlonel industrial 1nst1tutlons, plants and workshops could. become
training centres or centres .of excellence for uhe trmlnlng of women. Regicnal and: l
subregional finence end development 1nep1tux10ns sucn as. the Airloan ‘Development Bank
the Economic  Community . of. West. Afrloan Sta.tes9 and the Economlc Community of West'Afrlca
should. flnence 1ndustrlal progects ‘and enterprlses ‘set ‘up by woren to transform : .
,;agrlcultural and fishery products. Reglonal trelnlng and research institutions
establish target quotss for women candldates in gli thelr courzes. They should des 1gn and
implement- regular tralnlng programmes especlelly for women 1n 1ndustry as weil es+1n)7“
handlcrafts, e & :

h8 Subreglonal organlzatlons for economlc development such sn %COWAS end the Economlc
Community for. .the Central African States should sét wp services for Wonen t6Tensure Lo,
that women's interests .ape. beken ;nto account in subreglonal projects.. The purpose of
these services would be . to- dlssemlnete natlonel experlences egardlng thé lmpeot of new
technologies on women and the possrbllltles of new income genernﬁlng mCﬁlVltneS for wouen.

: h9. Governments should.strengthen thelr economic- cooperatlon in order to set up
1ndnstr1es on- e subreglonal and reglonel ba31s and to promote tbe 1ntegretlon of thelr N
markets. . :

50. An exchange of programmes for the development of smell-scele 1ndustr1es for _women .
ought . }o be organized with the active part1c1patlon of reglonal and international

glnstlﬁntlons For the purpose of strengthening «nd improving the organization and
eff1c1ency of the informal sectorn=:i.‘ ‘ S

pInternatlonal 1evel

o

51. On-go:mg programes of mternatlonel orgenlzatlons such an FAO ILO and UNIBO in. -
Africa related to industrial development need to ve eritically re-examined expande& '
in scope and: re~directed . towards meetlng the actual needs and’ requlrements of women:" - .
They ought to. strengthen their Programmes and obJectlves t6 adapt them to. meét the.
real needs of women, pertlcu*arlf in the settlng up of rnueﬁret“d projects” end South- N
South technical cooperation twoerds realization of the New International Economic Order.
ILO- and. WHO should disseminate widely the results of their research and technlcal

know how on the dangers to. the heelth end safety of womeén preSented by oertaln
industrial: processes and technologieés.

52, Internetlonal organlzamlons should set up prodeccs o d&nlSu women * s Cactivities in
the informal sector, with the following objectives:

a) 'to;}dentafyﬂold,end new products and processes enabling women of different
ue&uﬁational levels to participate effectively in production:
S b)__to underteke an evaluetlon of problems women face 1n yalnlrg eccess to
”trelnlng progremmes 1n non-tradltlonel fleldsnk ‘

53,. Bllateral and multilateral cooneratlon organlzatlons should take 1nto account
national pollcles for the integration of women when they are canlea upon to advise
governments on. 1ndustr1&1 policy and when they set up technical coopere+1on progects
in tnis eree.; : : . _

T e T Ty
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Emgloyment oz women 1n rndustry

Natlonal level

5k, Improvements should be made to provide better 1nﬁustr1al worklng conﬂltlons for women,
1nclud1ng on-site daycare centres and breaks for nurqlng mothers. The situation Qf women
in night ‘and dangerous work and durlng pregnancy reguires protectlve 1eglslatlon.
Governments: should’ prcv1de 1ncent1vea and support to women workers in the 1nfbrmal Segtor,
such as 1mproved.wcrk env1ronments. Trade unions should show more concern with the

situation .of women in paid wage employment Governments which have not yet done so ghould
ratify ILO Conventions and standards related to women workers, Mlnlstrles of labour and
national women's machineries. should disseminate’ 1nformatlon to young girls on emerging ‘
career opportunltles., National employment, sgr'lces should £ill ax1st1ng posltlons without
regard 16 "sex. . Where inequalities still ex1st,'governments °hould pass leglslatlon to -
ensure women’“ equal pay for equal Work. -

55. Educatlon cambalgns are needed to promote publlc reallzatlon of the role confllcts
between work and domestic. respon31b111tles women suffer. Attention must be glven to -
_1mprov1ng their health 1f women 's work productLVLty is to 1mprove.”

Subreg;onal-level_.

56. African subregional economic organizations should identify means of, integrating “
wonen in industry and other flelds of . work wﬁere employment opportunltles exist 1n
thelr subreglons. : : v

Internatzonal level

57. The ILO should study the problems that prevent governments from adnering to
international conventlons on. work and render the a551stance necessary to remQVe these
obstacles. JILO should assist governments in Jpromoting the participation of women in
non—tra&&tlonal sectors by offering them p0551b111t1es of training and guarantees -
of work"‘ - ILO could dlso furpish technical adv1sory serviceés to national 1nst1tut10ns
on the: ﬂzssemlnatlon of: 1nformat10n ‘and aid to women entrepreneurs and other women -
worklng Ln the 1nformal sector. o :

58. Internatlonal governmental and non-gcvernmental organlzatlons should help
organize study tours for women managers of programmes and’ progects and facilitate
contacts hetween such vomen in various parts of Africa snd in other regions.

59. Mhltinatiohgl corporations should provide women with better working conditionms,
access to diversified training and improved employment opportunities.

L) HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT

Tha prdﬁiem o

60. Taklng one of the maJor deectlves of education ag the development of a form of
domestic factor input which is crucial for\econonlc growth and which is not substltutable,
except marginally, by ‘imports, the broad issue nmey be stated as follows: +the rate and
direction of eccnomic growth depends on the speed with which the population of working

age acqulres the know—why and know~how as well as other means for exploiting the natural
resource base to meet domestic needs. The known- and potential natural resource/raw '
materlals base of the Africa region is EROIMOUS . The main difficulty is that in spite
of a growing and young povulation, humen resources development policies and practices
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have not been particularly successful in equipping the majority w1th the requlred know—
why and know-how. However, the failure of development and economic growth policies, plans
and progremmes has intensified not only the problem of employment pf males {froim graduates
downwards) but especially so of females and the sex bias against the educatlon and training
of girls. Other factors affectlng the sex-bias in educatlon/employment have been gender<

. based differences in the opportun1t1e“ for professional and vocational educatlon offered
to glrls and boys. As the economic 'situation deteriorates so will the existing factors
worklng agalnst the educatlon and employment of women end glrls grov stronger. '

‘61, The: change of theee pollc1es should create a favourable env1ronment for the educetion

and employment of the populatlon regardless of sex., The force of thls change will be-

even more powerful to the degree that policy-makers and planners recognize that talent

is not distributed by sex and that any policy that closes off from full development and

use. the largest part of the nationsl pool of talents is suicidal, These effects.will oceur

because it is in the existing rural sreas that structural change and self-sustaining
economic. growth must take place mostly because it is here that the bulk of natural resources
are to be found, that the larger part of the population made up mostly of. women and girls
live; that the new production and employment opportunities will be generated and, therefore,
that factor inputs will be developed and put to uge., Tt should be one of the major tasks
in the immediate future to mrgue these points into full scceptance. This will form an
important part of the education of policy-makers and planners. In con51der1ng the problem,

the important linkages between eéucatlon,‘culture hlstory and economic development must

be taken into account

Obstacles SER

62. One of the 1mped1ments to the expansion of educational opportunities in Africa is 1ts
high cost and the share it represents at present of the small, lengrow1ng national -
product, These are re-inforced. bv the tendency to give more priority in. exnendlture B
buildings and furniture s, 8t the. expense of -improvements in the quality of teachers,
library and - textbooks, laboratayles .gnd workshops. Campaigns to modify and change this~
emph351s, ‘together with rapld growth of the domestic. products should facilitate the
provision and 1mprovement of eaucatﬁon for all, esnec1ally in the rural areas, without regard
to sex, .These will not occur spontaneously. It is imperative that the significance of’
the existing rural sector in the Tortheoming economic transformation, and the link
between education and training of women and girls who form the bulk of the rural
populatbion an& tha$ transformatlon be stressed repeatedly. ‘ -

63. In thls‘connectlon, it shpuld be ‘noted that as farm productivity rises, farm labour
tends to be discharged either into the few large towns or into rural industry and sérvices,
This calls for recurrent monitering of changes in the farm economy and farm employment

and .for the provision of corresponding education and or training opportunities to
facilitate the entry of women into new jobs.

64, The importance of realistic planning and monitoring should not be underestimated.

An abrupt expansion of demsnd for skilled and semi-skilled workers and other personnel
within a particular sector or in a particular geographical area can undermine the local
secondary and even primary school system, ralse wages and facllltate the adoption of
labour 1nten51ve technologies and create con51derable advarse consequences.

65. The issue of health is crucial to‘human resources development._ The full
participation of women in development is often made difficult by illness, malnutrition,
frequent pregnancies and certemin inappropriate health practices.  The illnesses of children
and the care they require impose additiomal handicaps on women's economic activities.
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Strategieﬁ

" 66. Educationsal strategles for Africa need to be adapted to Afrlcan vealities and
divorced from colonimlism and neo-colonialism. Amorg the measures requiring priority
_action the follow1ng gshould be included: :

2

Kational level

é) Reform ofvsdcialization'practices-at the Tamily and community levels so
_as to. make males accept—golnt iresponsibility in domestlc management :
- b) The removal in primery education. and upwards of elements~1n.thé currlcula,
Qtexthooks end teaching methods Whlch 1ntroduce or consolidate gender dlscrlmlnatlon'

¢) The reform of currlcula and teachlng/learnlng processes and of the de51gn
.of tests and examinations at every level to facilitate the understanding of sc;ence
and mathematics, to provide more adequately for independent thinking, end to ‘encourage
1nvent1veness and 1nnovat1veness partlcularly in regard to girlss
d) The Initiation of research to determine the adaptability and use of existing
and new information technologies for ¥apid formal snd informal education, acquisition
-of .skills and information, This applies firstly to the use of these technologles for re-
or:entlng and retralnlng teachers and- 1nstructors,

. e) The de51gn of speclal measures for reducing the high rate of drop-out of
gzrla, particularly talented girls as well as talented boys, w1th1n each eduoational
level and at the Junctlon of educatlonal stagea*-- e

f) Dealgn and productlon of more materlals for educatlon and training of girls and
women at all leve15° : .

g) Reform of the subject structure of thlrd level educatlon in the light of
its relevarice to potentlal soclal and economic growth _ :

h) The des1gn and experlment with brldglng courses to move female and male :
students to educational ladders reflectlng changes in the demand for graduates, o

i} - Adoption of mensures for optlmlslng the use of fixed phy31cal plant at all
levels of educatlon and training; o

j) . Consideration of the potential sreas of expansion'éf‘African‘economies
consistent with & new drive towards structursl change and self-reliesnce and provision
of the opportunities for specia;'st,an&fgeneral.professional employment to which these
will give rime, and adoption of” measurea“ateps vhich young women can take with the -
help of career,adv1sory and’ slmllar gervices to prepara themselves to take advantage ,
of such opportunltles- . c

- k) Studles whlch uncover the grOW1ng 1mpact of automatlon on araas of employment
currently or potentlally occupied by women asnd the implieations of these trends for
technology,: import poliey and practice or for educatlon and training related to these
areass; o
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1) Special consideration to be given to extension of opportunities for self-
help and self-education to more women and girls at the grassroots level,

67. Other measures related to educatiOn and»training include:

_ a) De51gn and 1ntroductlon of culturally approPriate sex. education currlcula in
order to combat adolescent pregnanc1es~

b) Research, design and introduction of spec1al programmes to equlp drop-out
and school leaver glrls w1th marketable skills; '

c) Use of the medla to develop communlcatlons for the spread of educatlon'

d) Introduction of compulsory, free educetlon at primary and secondary levels'
p051t1ve d1scr1m1natlon to secuve the enrolment of more glrls st tertlary levels,

_ e) Consideration by governments of the establlshment of national offices of the
Internatlohal Research and Training Institute for the Adv&ncement of Women (INSTRAW),
glven 1ts 1mportant role in human resources develonment. ' .

Reglonal 1evel

68 ; At the reglonal level ,1n the context of reglonal cooperatlon, governments should
teke all neceSSary measures to facllltate and promote. s

‘a) Exchanges of 1nformat10n and experlence for a system of scholarshlps and
tralnlng for women"‘ : :

iz By BELEing up g strengthenlng of Afrlcan consultancy servlces utlllzlng the.
expertise of women in varicus fields.’ :

Prarg@/ " An “inideptlh ‘study ‘should be undertaken either at the subregionsl or regionsal -level
on functiongl literacy for women through formsl and non-formal educstion methods, to
include investigation of the trelnlng of trainers and choice of teaching ‘materials.

The asgsigtance of African countrles whlch have exoerlence in thcs field should be
sought in thls endeavourc ‘ : -

Women, health and populatlon o

Naflonal level
TO. With partlcular regard to women in rural areas, governments should undertake
econcrete programmes in maternal and child health based on the WHO Health for All by -

the Year 2000, = Women should be 1nvolved in the plannlnp and‘dellvery of public health
cape” services, ‘Health education campalgns " should- address the need for the involveméent
of-men in family health. Measures should be taken %o reduce the rate ‘of fertility and
the rate of infant and maternal mortallty and to extena_the very low life expectancies
of*Africah women. - Thé United Natlons system should fully involve itself in the promotion
of public health care projects. Governments should undertake research to 1nvest1gate
the 1mpact of regulat1ons regardlng maternlty 1eave on WOmen s health. :

S Sig RN

Tl Programmes should be developed to meet the partlcular needs of handlcapped women
an& “those siffering from mental illness, Governments should make special efforts to:
allow women with physical disabilities to play useful roles in society. Special
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attention should be shown to the situation of young girls and elderly WONEIl.
Governments should disseminate information on successful programmes in the rehabllltatlon
of the handicapped and mentally ill and social re-entry of Juvenlle delinquents.

72, Govefﬁments should recognlze the 1mportance of demographlc varlables in developmpnt

"planning, with partlcular attentlon to the development of national populatlon pollc1es..

‘Free family plannlng information and services should be made. avallable to wonen,
especizlly those in rursl areas.

'Reglonal and 1nternat10nal levhl‘f'

73. ~ Governments and reg"onal orpanlzatlons should 101n efforts to promote the dellvery

of ‘basic services under a policy of decentralized delivery of primary héalth care taking
into account the nesds of the most vulnerable groups and to wipe out epidemic dlseases.

‘Major strides must e mado to improve the surv1val rates and development of chlldren along
the lines of the Alma Ats recommﬂndatlons, under the suspices of WHO:and UNICEF, emphasizing
environmental hygiene and nutrition of women and children and involving: ‘wherevér possible
practitidners of tradltlonal medicine whose gkills should be upgraded, ‘Further efforts

are needed to stem trafflcklng 1n drugs and to disseminate 1nformatlon on. thelr 111 effects,

y 3

5) - PEACF AHD APARTHFID IN SDUTH AFRICA ANP NAMIBIA

The problem B ‘

Th, The apartheld ontem 1s a brutal and. unlque form of colonlallsm where there is no

spatial separatlon between the colonizer and the colonized and race determines the

political, econcmic and social position of different members of soclety.‘ During the

United Watlons Decade for Women, the aEarthe1d reglme in South Africa has etperlenced a
major crisis ar151ﬂg out of its 1ntegral position in the world capltallst economic '

strueture which is in recession and its owm internal contradictions. The tagnitude of

the crisis has been suchk that the regime has been compelled to restructure the apartheid ..

edifice. This has led to internally repressive laws and policies which have drastically

reduced the standard of living for the blaeck community in South Africa and Namlbla.

At the same time the regime has sought to present the 1nternal changes as. reforms to

the’ 1nternatlonal communlty in peace gestures, ... <00 Lo o

75. -Black women of South Africa and Namibis have suffered the most privation and
repression at the bottom of the dismal racist political system., ' The so-called |
constitutional reforms culminating in the Republic of South Africh Constltutlon Act(1983)
offer them no solace ‘because thev exclude the majority- Africans and’ en*rench rac1sm. .
Under the new avrangements 6.5 million Africen women will- be conflneﬁ to rural ‘poverty -
asg denaulonallded ‘&liens in, the Bartustans. -These who have rights under the draconlan
section 10 of the Urban Areas. Act may remain in the cities as’ wage labourers, but in the
period: of m3351ve un@mnloyment ‘high 1nflat10n and rising prices they face’ dlmlnlshlng
prospects as members of their race and sex. In Namibia the influx control laws have
bound women's entry into the urban labour market to their familial ties to men, The.
vresence of South African occupation forces bas had devastating effects on women due'to -
the increased mass remo*rals, aopropriation of land, mllltary brutallty, rape a,nd murder. .
T ; .
76. The 1ncreased ﬂ111tarlzatlon of southern Africa has nad severe negatlve effects
on the social services which serve the needs mostly of women and chlldren. Crltlcal
resources have been dlverted to the war machine-and the 1mplementatlon of measures '
that: entrench 1nequa11t1es among the. races, - The: ‘current. schools® boycotts in SBouth
'Afrivd and Namibiz-attest to the lack of improvement in the educational sphere.
Preventable diseases and high infant mortality continue to torment women and their
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chlldren whlle the maladmlnlstratlon of birth control procedures, especislly in Namlhla,
.- threaten the black society as a whole.  Black women in exile are victims of South Africa's

extérnal aggression as they have been k*lled in military raids, letter and parcel, bombs
and attempted kidnapping. : : -

TT. Agartheld South Africs stands against the major themes of the Decade. . The regime

did not recognize the International Women's Year (1975) or the Decsde itself. Neverthe-
less black women have responded to the oppressive and deterloratlng conditions by :
~intensifying their resistance wlthln their own organizations. They have also- joined .
‘hands with other. affected sections of the commanity such as students, churches, trade -
unlons, and other communlty—based organizations which have fought to boycott increases’

- in rent, food. and transport prices, forced removals and the racist tri-cemeral = ! . .
?;parllamentary electiohs. They have also organized communlty action around their.own:.

.. pressing needs, &g ‘evidenced by the prollferatlon of women's cooverstives: for mutual
‘benefit. - Women hawve pub forward long-term goals for thelr pOSt-&E&Tth&lﬁ socleties.
~which include full and ‘agual democratic rights for all; removal of all racial and
sexist-discrimination; free, compulsory and equal education for allj cliniecs, and
nursery schools; equal rights and status in marriage and a condemnation of all
gpartheid laws. Their mission is to see the birth of a new and reconstructed South .
Africa and Namibia where there will be no Bantustans and no group areas. For South
Africa they are doing this in a united front with other affected South Africans
under the banner of the United Democratic Front inside the country and the National’
Liveration Movements in exile. For Wamibia the efforts are being undertsken by ‘
the South West A¢r1ca People 5 Organlzatlon \SWAPO) both 1n51de the country .and from
exlle.' . . . :

78. . WffectS”of'éEarﬁhefd are felt strongly not only . in South Africa dnd‘Naﬁibia, -
but also in the frontline States and 1n other countrles to, which women have been
dlsplaced or sought refuge.:" -

"Obstacles "i’ s

79.' The armaments 1ndustry constltutes a permnent and form:l.da.‘ble '{:hreat to peace
in Afrlca and the world and must be eliminated in order to facilitate the
achlevement of equallty and development

80, In South Afrlca and Namibig it 13 posszble to enumerate a long list of
- .-political, legal, sccial and cultural tendenc1es which can be sald to prevent the.

" advapncement of women, Rut it is clear th&t the 00531b111tles for altering these
tendencies are effectively obstructed: by ‘the reglme 8 prlormty of malntalnlng the
divisive apartheld structures. Hence the ‘overall obstacle to women's advancement and g
- to.equality and peace in South Africa and Nanibla is the enforcement of apertheid rule-

itself. The apartheid system also undermlnes peace 1n southern Africa. and the continent:
a8 3 vwhole. - Lo

Strategles -

81. Forward-looklng strategles for the advancement of women in South Africe end
Wamlbla should :

a) - raddress the lssues. of equallty, development and peace at the same time since
: thelr 1nterrelat10nsh1ps are partlcularly p01gnant in the agartheld sltuatlon,



oo Ee e o : E/ECA/RCIWD/OAU/lh

ii

hi;jﬁ@— . Actlon may not be’ necessarllyjapproprlate.l

Natlonal level in 1ndependent Afrlca

i
N

8z, The wamen of Africa together with their governments should renew thelr ‘commitment
to the ‘eradication of apartheid and support to thelr struggllng sisters 'in all’ posszble
ways, To.this.end worién. ‘and women's organlzatlons should Keep themselves constantly
informed of the situation of women and chmldren under agartheli disseminate information
widely and build up awareness in their countries about the situation., Women's orgeniza-
 tions shoul@ urdertake concrete programmes to support women’ and children v1ct1ms of

apartheid, partrcularly those who have become refugees. In partlcular
(&) Women and their organlzatlons should. pressurize their gcvernments to

" sever-gll links -- politieal, mllltary, economic, dlplomatlc,,cultural

and sports -~ w1th the agartheld reglmﬂ. Ca

. “: Women and governments df the frontllne States should continue their
“?w'-laudable deflance of the apartheid regime and give moral, political

“I7 and material a351stance to the exlles and reFugees from South Africa and
Namlbla 11v1nr w1th them.

83. Women should -organize natlonal solldar1ty and support commlttees where these do
not already exlst or part1c1pate in existing committees against. aparthei. _to educate
publie oplnlon on the evils of aparth31d and lts partlcular brutal oppreas1on of women.
Such cornimittees should moblllze men and wamen to show solidarity in eonerete. and
pract1c&l terms w1th the struggllng black women of South Afrlca and Namlbla.,

BY, Natlonal governments -should observe the Internatlonal Day of Afrlcan Women and
the Bay of the Solldarlty of South Afrlcan Wbmen, dlSSemlnate information on apartheid,
organize activities in solidarity with women in southern Africa end render all necessary
material and moral support for women and children victims of amartheld, and to the
struggle for the 1ndepen&ence of South Africa ‘and Namibia. '

'Reglonax level ':'j'j' o s o e LI ot
R T T B . '

85. is 1mperat1ve that African governments, subreglonal and reglonal organlzatlons
strengthen their cooperation in order to achieve peace on the contirent. African - -
governments should isolate South Africa by consolldatlng their unity w1th1n oAy, by
strengthening 1ntra—Afr1can trade ‘and by pooling ‘their economic, polxtlcal dlﬁlumatlc
~and mllltary -means to assist llbgratloﬁ movemgnts and frontllne Staxes in their struggle
to ellmlnate _EE;theldo It 15“‘1é0 1m@eratlve'that°‘ ) ' :

Ea) Afrlcan States and the: OAU should support the frontllne States presently
bearing the brunt of the burden of ‘South Afrlcan and Namlblan refugee and
r_dlsplaced populatlons wh1ch are pre&omnnantly women and ch1ldren,

'(b)’“In concert with the national liberation movements, the OAU and. ECA should
' :take the lead in the’ de51gn, plannlng and development of a nationhood
programme for South Africa in which spec1a1 needs of women and children would
be taken fully into account;
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(¢) Regional African non-governmental and inter-governmental women's organizations,
such as the Pan African Women’s Organization (PAWO), the subregional committees
on the Integratlon of Women in Develppment (SRCs) and the African Regional
Coordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in Development (ARCC),
should make the issue of women under aEartheld 2 prlorlty issue for all their
meetingd and conferences ind condern® it in unequivoecal terms. They should
also exert strong pressure on member States-.to 1mplement sanctlcns and other
mnasures recommended by the OAU and the Tnited. Hationsg oo —

(d) PAWD,‘the,SRCs,_ARCC and other regional’wnmen's‘organizations should give
active and concrete support and assistance to womeri in the national liberation
movements, ANC, PAC.and SWAFO,  to strengthen their politieal, dlplomatlc, '
economic, soc1al arid leadershlp roles in the struggle' . i

(e) Regional women's organizatione_in,collabpretion Vith,concerhéd international
women's groups should mount and intensify a campaign for the release of women
and men imprisoned,byrthe_agartheid regime in South Africa and Namibia,

{£) Urgent steps should be taken as ne¢&ssary ‘to strengthen and coordinate the

"~ activities of the leeratlon Commlttee ahd the women's programme in OAU,
the Afvican Tralnlng and Researeh Centre for Women - (ATRCW) of “ECA ‘end the
_Association of African Wbmen for Research and Development (ZAWORD} so that
they can mount a major programme of researvh, semlnars, workshops and other
forms of technical assistance to help “theé oppressed women of South Africa

" and Namibia overcome their many handlcape Under agartheldn In this respect
-experlenced sk:lled and quallfled Afrlcan womeri should pubt their expertlse
and services at the disposal .of women in the national liberation movements
now and of all wonen during the post—agartheld reconstructlon in Wemibia and
South Africa to ensure their effective and equltable partlclpaﬁlon in 811

i‘spheres of life in thé new societies.

ﬁThe OAU Yromen's programme ATRCW and AAWORD in collaboration with PAWO,
the SRCs, ARCC 8and other regional women's organizations, should launch, in
collaboratlon with the Pan—Afrlcan News Agency (PANA) 8 bulletin in all
necessary lanpguages to’ 1nform African men, women and ‘governments as well as
the international community of the impact of apartheld on thé Iives of women
and children of South Africa and Namibia end the efforts being made to redress
the situztion. .

L b

Internatlonal level ‘ 

M

86, mhe United. Natlons and the 1nternatlonal communlty mnust strengthen their resolve to

.. see the abhqrrent agartheld system eradicated and Namibia freed from the forces of
occupation. Due to South Africa’ s p051t10n in the 1nternatlonal political and economic
structure the international communlty hes the greatest respons1b111ty to ensure that
peace and human dlgnrty are restored to southern Africa, To thls end :

(a) All polltical mllltary, dlplomatlc and economlc ties between South
Africa and concerned govermments, multinationals and other interests
in the international community should be severed as these relations give
. respectability and material means to the apartheld reglme to unleash untold
,Jmlsery and loss of life on the oppressed. people the majority of women aré’
black women and childreng
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(b) The international community must insist upcn the speedy and effective
implementation of Security Council resolution 435(1978) for the 1ndependence
of Namibia and all the United Mations resolutions calling for sanétions
against South Africa, its isolation and abandonment of its racist policies.
All efforts should be made for the 1mmedla$e and uncondltlonal withdrayal of

" South Afrlcan forces from Angola'

(c} The international community should prov1de greater moral and material
1ea531stance to ‘all the bodles fighting to remove g artheld, especially the
v national 11berat10n movements, ANC, PAC and SWAPQ, the African frontline
States, 0AU, the United Nations and non-governmental organlzatlons-

(d) - The section of the Programme of Acﬁion edObﬁed by the World Conference held
at Copenhagen in 1980 dealing with wemen in Southern Africa is still valid
and should be fully implemented. The programme Whlch is .elaborated in document
A/CONF. 9k /6 /Rev.1 entitled "Measureés of Assistance for Women in Southern Africa"
provides comprehensive strategies and actions that the. internetional community
can take to ensure legal, humanltarlan, moral, political and technical
assistance to women inside South Af ‘rica and Namibia and in ex1le and to prepare
them to play active roles in the 1eadersh1p and execution of programmes for the
reconstruction of their countries once aEartheld is destroyed., To this end
the grestest publicity must be given to issues of egartheld and. vomen in all
member countries of the United Nations,

87T, Mllltary 1nstallat10ns at Dlego Ger01a should be dlsmantled and the Indlen Ocean
declared a zoae of peeceu'I"' : o : B

88. The OAY, the Unlted Natlons and the 1nterna$10nal communlty should prov1de greater
moral and materlal e351stance to women in the occupled Arab Territories to enable them
reet the hardships of their 11v1ng conditions, In this respect actions by the relevant
OAU and Uni%ted Nations offices are required to prov1de the necessary educstion, tralnlng
opportunities, health serv1ces, social and economic programmes., : e

6. REFUGEE AND DISPLACED WOMEN

The Eroblem )

89, ' The refugee populatlon in Afrlca todey is 3 %;lllon whlle dlsplaced Afrlcans are
eetlmated at 10 million. Approxlmately 60, percen€ refugee and dlsplaced Africans are
women and chlldren,' They suffer most from the hunger, disease and fear. whlch
characterize the 1ivesof uprooted persons. Efforts have been made by the OAU, the Unlted
Natlons, voluntary orgenlaatlons and espec1ally African countries of asylum to.-meet the
needs of as many refugees as posslble in protectlon,,emergency and rellef aid, health,
educational and employment gervices, Recent research shows that .in. splte of. these efforts,
the condltlons of refugee and dlsplaced women have not 1mproved“to any. appreclable degree.
services are 1nadequate, their prenonderant 1111teracy rates Severely 11m1t thelr
opportunltles for employment and self improvement., Urgent action is thus requlred. The
very poor quality and condltlons of life of those women and chllaren ect .as g negstive
influencé on Africa'’s human resources and material development and w111 afFect future
generatlons. In. the’ present socio~economic erisis of the contlnent such 1nfluence

can have dlsastrous consequences for ell countrles. -
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Qbstacles
90.  The major‘obetecles'inc1udé:5.,

&ﬁ:;}a)QVthe political instability, social, culturae “and - ethnlc conflicts 1n African
- % countries, inter-state conflicts and the legacy of colonialism;
';b)irthe exlstence of the eéartheld reglme &nd its repre351ve laws and pollc1es
- ';“w1th1n South Africa and Namibia as well as its acts of coercion, subversion
"'and economlc and polltlcal desteblllzatlon in the frontllne States'

c) 1nadequate quantltatlve and qualltatlve research on. the condltlons of
' refugee and dlsplaced wamen, :

ff{d)f 1nf1uence of tradltlonal conceptlons of women 8 role and lack of policies
RERTI, 7 meet thelr speclflc needs"' '

e)f'lack of’a&équate knowledge and 1nfonmﬂnon on the causes and conditions of
refugee and displaced persons, partlcularly fEmales, in Afrlca, which
1nh1b1ts approprlate concerted &CthﬂS at natlonal and reglonal levels,,

f) absence of national lews ot refugees;

g) the non—ratlflcatlon by many African countries of some essential reglonel
- crand 1ntérna£10nal instruments relating to this issue,’ 1no1udlng the OAU
Chafter on Human and People's Rights' (1981), This situation affects the
refugees llVlnP in those countrles.‘ In . many 1nstances women and children
“refugees suffer from the lack of protectlon and the non-recognltlon of their
rights and they are unable to take full advantage of the a551stance prOV1ded
by the 1nternatlonal communlty.

L i

Strategies
National level

ol

91, Aszsistance for refugee and d1sp1aeed women is prlmarlly 8, problem of the asylum
country and, requires the countrv 8 own sensitivities and solutions. In order to prov1de
appropriate’ rellef, settlement and’ rehabllltatlon the characterlstlcs and’ comp051t10n of
the target’ populatlon must be well analyzed and understood and long—term solutlons

must be found To thls end '

(a) Country—sponsored studies " end soclo~-economic surveys should be carried out
 on réfugee and d1spleced women . and, chlldren as well, as those of ‘the local
“communities among whom. they have settied, This comh;natlon is 1mportant B
for- development planning since ﬁhe needs of refugees, espe01ally in the
rural ereas, ere often tne same or 51m11er to thoee of the local people;

(%) Wational women 's groups ‘and organlzetlons should become more actively 1nvolved

© " in the 1ssues ‘of refugee and dlsplaced women through raising their om -
awareness and that of other people in the country and ‘through the moblllzatlon

“'of emergency relief aid ss well as developmental asSistance, including the -

expertise of local women to meet the needs of refugees. Local peoples should be
educated to the situation of persons newly placed in their midst. All these
efforts should be carefully ccordinated with the governmental machinery responsible
for refugee matters and with the office of the United Nations High Commissioner

I
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for Refugees(UNHCR) Women's organlzatlons should make concrete efforts to help women
and children in refugee camps;

(c) Consistent efforts should be made through education and political action to
cultivate a commitment to nationhood and nation-building and the reduction and _
elimination of ethnic,. cultural &nd other internal. political conflicts. Governments should
make all possible efforts to remove the causes. driving their citizens into exile -and -
guarantee thelr peace and security;. -

(d) Governmente should 1mplement resolutlons on refugees and dlsplaced persons
passed by 1nternat10nal bodies. : -

Reglonal level .

92. The African refugee problem is primarily an African responsibility which. should
be borne on a collective regional basis, There is need for greater regional cooperation
in mobilizing forrbeace and equality and creasting the conditions through whieh the root
causes can be-removed -and. lastlng solutions found., In thls regard:

(a) The OAU remalns the approprlaxe mach1nery for consolldatlng the splrlt of .
cooperation among African States and finding solutions to, the problems threatenlng their
security and peace, including the refugee question; . .

(b)) Since most of the refugee and, dlsplaced populatlons are found in only a .
limited number of 1ndependent African States, theré is need for reégional cooperation to
assist the affeeted countries. This is particularly necessary becaise the countries
shoulderlng the heav1est burdens, mostly in eastern,,central and southern Africs, are
mainly least developed countrles' S

(e)” Reglcnal and global meetlngs, seminars and conferences should be organlzed by
OAU and ECA to create greater awareness of the plight of refugee and displaced women in
Africa., Government representatives, voluntary organizationg zind independent experts
should be brought together to exchange information and ideas wihile at the same time
creatlng consciousness among other governments and populations geogra@hlcally removed
from refugee and displacement 31tuat10ns- ‘

(a) There is an urgent need to undertake regional studees to collect accurate data
on refugee and displaced women and to carry out fecsibility studies for pienned programmes.
In this regard efférts must be coordinated among the OAU Liberation Committee and women's
programme, PAWO, the ECA/ATRCW and the Associstion of African Women for Research and. .-
Development. Thle would place the problem of refugee and displaced women within the
broader context of women and development in Africa; :

(e) Slmllarly, assistance programmes for refugee and displaced women should be
developed and coordlnated at. the regional level among the above and other technical bodies.
Existing organs and programmes in OAU and ECA/ATRCY should be strengthened and wtilized
to moblllze and coordinate the necessary regional expertlse and. technlcel a951stance-‘

{r) ‘sapcc should include the Droblems of dlsplaced women and chlldren 11v1ng in
southern Afrlca ln its progremme, - . , _

(g) QAU member_States must ratify, if they have not yet done so, the United
Nations Convention on the Status of Refugees (1951) and its Protocol {1967) the OAU
Convention on the Specific Aspects of the Refugee Problems in Africa (1969) and the QAU
Charter on Human and People's Rights (1981) so that women and children refugees can enjoy

a normal life in the host countries.
I
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International level

93. Many international conferences snd cooperation efforts have underscored the
international dimensions of the African refugee problem, In order to strengthen the
a551stance to refugee and dlsplaced women : '

(a)‘ Existing collaboratlon among 0AU, ECA, UNHCR, UNDP end other intergovern-
mental and non—governmental organizations 1nvolved in refugee assistance should be
used to define more clearly the policies and approaches to problems of refugee and
displaced women, There should be strong cooperation at the policy . level to ensure
that humanitarian and development assistance énables refugee and displaced women to
become self-supporting, self-reliant and constructive partlclpants in the development 7
of their countries of asylum, settlement or orlgln,

{b} It is crucial for all agencies to involve refugee and dlsplaced women in the
planning and:execution of assistance prograrmes and in the declslon-maklng and
administration at refugee camps and- settlements;

(e) Counselling services must be relevant to the client population, especially
women who must be assisted to overcome their psychological, social and cultural 7
handicaps in order to rzhabilitate them %o & normal way of life with minimum delay;

(@) With respect to employment generation, agencies must avoid confining refugee
and displaced women within traditional gender-specific roles., Before establishing _
projects in employment, health and education, there is need for feasibility studies ‘and
especially market surveys for income-generating activities., Such projects must be
established with a sensitivity to and prdvision for women's other responsibilities
as mothers and homemakers, Traditional occcupations such as handierafts should be
. developed only through appropriate, well-organized cooperatives in which training in
_basic concepts of manapementa entrepreneurship,” bookkeeplng, costing, pricing and
marketlng, loans and credit is provided;

) (e) More functlonal llteracy programnes must be established and exlstlng ones
expanded to cover more refugee and displaced women. Such programmes would speed up
the process of integration and rehabilitation and eliminate feelings of marglnallty and
alienation common among older illiterate refugee and dlsplaced,women~ ’

. (f) Public workshops and seminars should be organized to edﬁcate the local

: populatlon as well as the refugees themselves on the problems, and needs rlghts and
respon91b111t1es of women.

T MONITORIHG CHANGES IN THE SITUATION OF WOMEN IN AFRICA

The - problem

9h.- Over the Decade for Women, a number of lessons have been learnt regarding equallty

:L_and the impact of development programmes and projects on the status of women.

Important among these lessons are that: (i) development plamning should incorporate a

_ definite awareness of the needs to improve the conditions of women and to involve women
in the planning and decisioun-making processes; (ii) feasibility studies and prospective
evaluation of projects should identify and anticipate their likely impact on women;
(iii) there is a need for. institutional arrsrgements cépable of monitoring changes in
the sltuatlon of women in a sustalned and con51stent manner in order to agsess what
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piogress is being made and what problems are being encountered at the practical levelj
andt (iv) large ecale agricultural projects as a critical example, can. have quite
detrimental cousequences Tor women and such adverse lmpact is often realized only after
the projects have been 1mplementedm

.

Obstacles

95ﬂ Although some advances have been made, the main cbstaeles to propress in the
equality agg_pértlclpdtlon.01 women in vaelopment and mqnltorlng of changes in their
situation are in the following areas: : '

”-(&)““Plaﬁé"aﬁd pblicieé

) human, matewlal flﬂ&ﬂcl&l aﬂd budgetary conatralnts,
(ii) structuvml aﬂd bureaucratlh bontlenecks, '
e

Ihadequate dana for pldnnlng and lpclu51on of women's needs,

~(b)“7LaWS'and Leglslatlon-'

(i) 1lack of awareness by women of their rights and entltTements under
various existing laws; : -

"

{ii) underrepresentation of women in legal and pollcyamaklng bodles, i, = 1n
parlLaments, cab1ne+s or on party’ executlve comm_:.tteeso ' ' |

'7#contradlct10ns between customary, rellglous and statutory law and provision;-
and problems in the mobilization and application of lawy . Co
) R B
(iv) economic and cultural constraints which prevent wom&n ‘from seeking - .
- redresy-of 1n3u5t1ces throu h Jud1c1al process, :

(v)- ﬂlscrlmlnatorj practlces by those who are in control of lnstltutlons.

". R

(c) Polltlcal partlc*pat;on

(1) constraints on women's tlme arising from thelr double respon51b111t1es
in production and reproduction; :

(11) popular beliefs. and, nractlces whlch 1nh1h1t women 8 uolltlcal part1c1pat10n'\—~'

(131 lack of ponular uupport for women asplrlng to polltlcal offlce'

(1v) women 's. 1ack ¥ self»confadence 1n applylng for hlgh—level and competltlve
1t10ns, : g :

(v) limited ovportunities for women to acquire political.édﬁ¢ﬁtidhféﬂdwskillé.

(d) Nass medla and communlcdtlon

(1) Pauclty of women in the mass. media at the dec1310n-mak1ng levels--

(11) ‘Limited acceselbllltv of. the medla, especially the print medla, for ',J,H
rertaln groups, partlcularlf in rural communities with hlgh *111teracy
- rates-and. whera women are in the’ maJorlty9

fEdd ) ~Soeietal 1mages of women and -women s self 1mage that 1nfluence the manner
-in - ‘which the media portrays women.
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(e): Natjonal machineries.. -

(i) the location of many national machineries such as bureaﬁx;fcouncils, comnissions
and units in ministries or bodies which often receive seconaary attention. from

policy makers thus according them a low status and imposing restrictions on
their effective antlonlng,

;;(ii)'.the lack of statutorv prov151on stlpulatlng a clear mandate for natlonal
o " machineries to coordinate women's questions; .

(iii) the acute shortage of technical expertise, financial, and material resources
that places serious limitation on the iImplementetion of targeted projects and
programmes and the monztorlng of progress;

(iv) 1lack of firm commitment on the part of some high~ranking off1c1als-

{v) weak overall linkages and lack of cooperation between national machineries
and women's organlzatlons, groups and constituencies, espe01ally at grassroots
level, as well as between national machineries and technlcal mlnlstrles and
departments responsible for national development;

(vi) lack of necessary technical competence,

(f) Cultural and Social sttitudes towards women

‘Some aspects of these attitudes, especially with regard to employment, health
&nd educailon inhibit women's full and equal participation in development.

Strategles

96. In view of tlhie experience recorded during the Decade for Women and the eontinuing
obstacles identified above, it is evident that the issue of women's development in
Africa is inextrieably bound up with the problem of peace and Afriea's development,

It cannot be solved outside of the overall development strategy. This means that the
overall development strategy currently being envisaged for Africa should have as its
central concern the objective of equality for all, men and womern, as precondltlon for
development, -

9T.. Future strategles for the improvement of the situation .of women requlre approprlate
institutional arrangements snd adequate flnanc1al technical and materlal resources for
advocacy for women, and for long-term integrated plamning and assessing of progress and
problems whlch might arise from proposals currently being made and those envisaged by
all member States toward the year 2000, Some of the key strategies include:

. {a) The overall strategy

{i) Ccountries should make full use of existing national, subregional and regional
research centres to collect relevant data and information needed for the planning
and elaboraxlon of strategies for the 1mprovement of the status of women and
thelr part1c1pat10n 1n the development process; ' .

(ii) TIn view of the centrallty of women in development plannlng mlnlstrles should
establish a framework for 1ncorporat1ng women's needs and issues in development
plans. and stratepies and. for monltorlng progress in their 1mplementat10n in
close collsboration with the national machineries;
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As a long-term measure flnanc1&l allocatlons should be obllgated by
mlnlstrles and executlng bodles for the promotlon of the overall-‘efforts
for women's advancement. Int thls regard 1nterm1nlsterlal collaboration and
coordination with- clear systems of respons1b111ty and accountablllty are
strongly recommended ST TER : :

“As' a 1ong—term pollcy, schools‘a d'tralnlng 1nst1tut10ns, centres and adult
education programmes - should 1ncorporate leadershlp traznlng 1n the1r
curricula with emphasis on the part both men ‘and women should play in
decisioh making, Sultable teachlng materlal should be rev;sed or devised
“for’ thls purpose,i . . G

In order to-ensure )e effectlve 1mplementatlon o"the overall development
‘strategy, short-term snd long-term arrangements should be made for increasing
the representatlon of women, especially those in-the rural areas at grassroots
level in pollcymmaklng‘bodles, R : : :

Governments which have not yet ratlfzed the Conventlon on’ the Ellmlnatlon of
All Forms of Dlscrlmlnatlon agalnst Women should dO'SO.e.-V*vi =

Natlonal mach1ner1es-f? ,:1,

In view of the plvotal role whlch natlonal machlnerles could play in the
enhancement of woréh's p051tlons and opportunltles, it is 1mparat1ve that
these . bodies be.placed in strateglc 1ocatlons where they can fionitor natlonal
trends, seize all relevait: cécasions to advance women s 1nterests end work to

- Although polltlcal party natloual machlnerles'may ba® useful for moblllzlng

the masses and w1nn1ng polltlcal support from governm=nts to which they are
affiliated these galns &re 11kely to he. tran51ent in vlew of the nascent
nature of the state apparatus ‘characteristic of the reglon. Tt is thus

necessary for governments to con51ﬂer the establlshment of structures

responszble for 1ssues affectlng wonen . as an 1ntegral part of state machlnery,

(11i) Natlonal mechineries should set’ reallstlé targets based ona genulne

(iv).

apprals&l of women's prlorltles espeolally at grassroots levels

Natlonal machlnerles should promote pllot progeots de31gned to:test modalities

“of 1ntervent10n that will raise the product1v1ty of women andnencourage

dissemination and repllcatlon of the’ results. by relevant technlcal m1nlstr1es
and agenc1es throughout the country,, v '

Ao T

CNatlonal machlneries should work in. collaboratlon w1th 3ud1c1al systems to "
initiate legislative changes  ih ‘areas where discrimination still exists in

1eglslatlon and practiceés; to rev1ew customary laws, partlcularly those. on . -
marrlage, and to undertake campalgns to 1nform women of the1r rlghts' ‘

- National machlnerles should take the jead in education campalgns to changei.
cultural stereotypes preventlng_the fuil part1c1patlon of womenzand to

.,_Sen51tlze ‘the POPulat1on o, th"noed for the full development of‘ﬁnmen s
potential, .. BRI ‘ _
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(c) Mach1ner1es at subreglonal levels ‘and régional levels

;“(1) OAU and ECA should expand thelr reglonal leVél act1v1t1es 1nc1ud1ng the
e dlssemlnatlon of information and technical assistance to facilitate
experiments on intervention modalities that are most likely to promote
women's contribution to increased productivity;hp

"

[:Lii) OAU and ECA should aSSISt subreglonal machlnerles in developlng viable.

- expertlse to undertake such experimentsy

Sfepe : .
4 4 8

{ii 1) OAU and ECA as well as other interested organlzatlons should use existing
mechanisms to see that the results of such experiments are made
avallable to member States and provide tectmical assistance to help .
‘ 1nterested member States’ test the modalltles of 1ntervent10n and apply them
'T 1n thelr own 01rcumstances"“

(1v) The offlce of the Secretary General of the OAU ana of the Executlve Secretary
of the ECA as well a5 member States should: .

(a) moblllze the co-operatlon of the international communlty not only in
the mounting of pllot progects but also in training persons to assume
full responsibility in running the progects--

(b) teke steps to widen the social and economic surveys of Afrlca to provide
- data for the 1ntegrat10n of women “in development towards the year 20003

(e} prov1de for the collectlon and analysis of. daxa in approprlate
- “regional statlstlcal and information centres and facilitate the.
incorporation of new information pertaining to women in the research
programme of the activities of the African Household C&pabllltles
. Burvey Programme" - : : :

= '{iéd)'take the approprlate measurés to increase thé humber of competent
" © women in thelr subreplonal and reglonal offlces.

N (v) FCA/ATRCW upon request from national machlnerles, should undertake concrete
e field: programmes ‘and-disseminate research and information on the 51tuat10n
-of women in- the region; : . -

{vi) Machineries and goverrments should coordinate their approach to the
mobilization of external assistance to ensure that the objectives of
. strategles for 1ntegrated deveIOpment that advance the’ status of women can be
. achleved In this regard nmachineries shou16 part1c1pate 1n country ‘programming
exerclses donor' roundtables and other nenotlatlons, '

(vii) An evaluation of subregional and reglonal machineries should be undertaken to
-, ¢ Aa8sess their: strengths and weaknesses in order to réinforce thezr monltorlng
--eapacity for the present: strategles beyond the Decadey: -

(viiiJTVIn the ‘same perspectlve,'actlon should be taken to assess the system of
wmpblllzatlon, p)annlnn and utlllzatlon of resources for reglonal ccoperatlon,

(ix) °

jsupport ‘of subreglonal women's programmes. Donor agenc1es, other than UNDP,
"~ shonld place.more emphasis on subreglonal vomen's development programmes.

/
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Subregional programmes for.the integration of women in development must p&y
special attention to community development. progects.

Internatlonal organlzatlons shoulds

- encourage. and strengthen natlonal self—sufflclency and capabllltles of- each "
~country-in. plannii
++. ~and-follow-up; o : o

» develop modes. of cooperatlon among themSelves to ensure maximum beneflt from'
.. their technlcal assistance and avoid wastage due to dupllcatlon-'"

f'iiﬁ?;eméntatiopjand projectﬂé?&luation- o

EY- U

coordinate better their regional and country level act1v1t1es ‘and prebéfé'théif

. essistance programmes in consultation with national machineries at donor
roundtable negotiations espec1ally in key areas which have' the potentlal

" for multiplier effects to improve the situation of women°

(iv)

inerease their assistance for the training of women in key economic and

socigl- fields with special empha51s on exchange of technical experts and
qaxperlence within the framewnrk of the Lagos Plan of Act1on.’_ ' -

CoaE }._J:

9%, 1In the campaign to implement the Forward—looklng Strategles for the Advancement

of Womeny:all available technical, flaanc1al and human resources need to be mobilized,
Information should be. disseminated  to- women in rural areas through the establlshment

of radioc listening posts. Seminars should be mounted to disseminate the résults of. .
research and data collection. An informstion campaign should be deSIgned so that men_ﬂ
in Africe understand that the full participation of -women in society is not a-threat

to them but an asset to development.

P
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B. Resolutions adopted by the meeting

1. Implementation of the Arusha Strategies for African Women

The Regional Intergovernmental Preparatory Meeting for the World Conference to
Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace/Third Regional Conference on the Integration of Women in
Development held at Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, from 8 to 12 October 1984,

Hav1nc ecarefully analysed the progress made and obstacles encountered by African
women in ‘the achievement of theé ‘goals of the Unlted Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and, Peace (1976—1985), R :

Notlng that modent progress had been made but that some magor obstacles stlll
remaind and impede the full and equltable part1c1patlon of women in the development
process, .

Notlng moreaver" resolutlon AFR/RCB&/Rl adopted by the 3hth Session on the WHO
Regional Committee held at Brazzaville in September 1984, which acknowledges the
importance of women in health development,

‘Deeply concerned that the worsening soclo-economic conditions in Africa place
severe. llmltatlons on available- resources and hamper the advancement of - Women 1n “the -
reglon, : : : Lo )

Precccupied: by the effects of the prolonged drought in many Afrlcan countrles,

Noting with profound appreciation the efforts made by African governments the
Organization of African Unity, the United Nations System and the international community
in the past decade to meet some of the needs of African women,

Bearing in mind that the goals of the Lsgos Plan of Action for the Economic
Development of Africa and the Arusha Sirategies cannot be achieved without peace in
the region,

Also bearing in mind the spirit of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation
of the Objectives of the Internationsl Women's Year (Mexico 1975) and the Programme of
Action for the Sacond Half of the Ualted ¥ations Decade for Women (Copenhagen, 1980},

Taking account equally of the recommendations of the lLagos Plan of Action adopted
by African heads of State and governments (1980),

1. Expresses its gratitude to President Mwalimu Julius XK. Nyerere, the Government
and people of the United Republic of Tanzanisa for hosting the Regional Intergovernmental
Preparatory Meeting which gave the opportunity for representatives of African
governments to adopt the Arusha Strategies for African Women in line with the Lagos
Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos;

2, Requests all African Governments to take appropriate steps to harmonize thelrr
national development plans with the objectives and integrated approach of the Arusha

Strategies;
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.3. Calls upon all future meetings dealing with the development of Africa, L
especially in the basic key areas of environment, agriculture, industry, science and -

.‘technology, water ‘ahd. energy,human resources development 1nclud1ngﬁemployment health
n;and educatlon, to.include women s subgects 1n thelr agenda and.take into account
‘the Arushs Strategles' ~ Z : o :

h, Reguests Afrlcan countrles to 1mplement 8, concerted pollcy to combat drought -

'and 1nternat1onal org&nlzatlons to give asslstance to such @ pollcy,

5. Egeals “to the member Statés of the Organlzatlon of African Unlty and the
Economic Commission for Africa to 1nten31fy their efforts to mobilize financial and
technical resources within the region for the promotion of women in the spirit of
collective self—rellance called for by the Lagos Plan of Actlon and the Flnal Act
of Tagos;’

6. Calls ugon African Governments which have not yet done so to sign and ratlfy
the Convention on the Ellmlnatlon of All Forms of D1scr1m1natlon Agalnst Wbmen a8,
soon &s possible; ' : S

k’ﬂT. Urges member Btates of the OAU and ECA, the Unlted.Natlons and donor agencies
“and non-gOVernmental organlzatlons to increase thelr 1evel ‘of - finanecial and technlcal

assistance to women's programmes at natlonal, subreglonal and’ reglonal levels, “In.
this regerd, urgent support should be given to establish the women's: programme in
0AU and strengthen the women's programmes of the ECA Maltinational Programming and

”Operatlonal Centres (MULPGCS) and . the African Training and Research Centre for Women
“whoseé critical need for a ‘core grdup of posts from the regular ‘budget: of the .United
Mations was submltted to ECOSCC at its second regular se381on in Geneva in July: l98h

8 Aggeals to member States of the 0AU and ECA to- promote peace throughout the

-contlnent 'resolve on-going confllcts ‘and’ glve 3551stance ‘toAfricen territories

still not independent because peace” 1s the sine gua non and- prereqplslte for

jdevelopment

9 “calls ugon all Afrlcan States to stand united in the- struggle for peace,
the eradicatiochn of.aparthe1d, ‘support to the fréntline States and for the independence
of Namlbla and South Afrlca-

IO; Calls upon +the OAU and the ECA to convene a- reglonal meetlng to rev1ew and
appralse the 1mplementatlon of the’ Arusha Strategles not later than 1990 ‘gnd again
before ‘the year 2000, . : .
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2, The. Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Yomen

- ;. The Regional.Intergovernmeggal'Preggrétory Meeting;fbr.the WbrihTCéﬁferéﬁcé to.
- Beview and Aporaise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Womens Equalitv,
Development and Peace/Third Regional Conference on the Tntegration of Women in Development

held at Arusha, Uhlted ReDubllc of Tanzania, from 8§ to 12 October 198h

_ Bearlng 1n mlnd that the Voluntary'Fund for the Unlted Natlons Decade for Wbmen was
.. established following the International Women's Year Conference in Mexico City in 1975,
‘and by a mandate of the Unlted Natlons General Assembly in its resolutlon 31/133 of 16
December 1976, = . . . .- . _ ‘ , o T

Recalllng that at the ongomng 39th sesslon of the Unlted Natlons General Assembly

.8 decision on thé operations of the Fund after the end of the Decade (1985) lS to be
taken,

- Appreclatlng the fact that women in. the Afrlcan Reglon havesbeen maJor beneflt—
clarles of the financial and technical support of the Voluntary Fund,

Noting that the Fund's future activities in the African reglon include a maJor new
empha51s, in the form of the Afrlcan Investment Plan ; which is 1n consonance with the
Lagos Plan of Action .and the Arusha Strategies for, the Advancement of African Wbmen'

, espec1ally in the basic prlorlty sectors of' food, agrlculture and energy,u o

Apprec1at1ng the voluntary contrlbutlons in the form of both. flnanclal and human
resources given. by donors, governments, 1nst1 utlons and 1nd1viduals to facllltate the
,work of the- Fund : : s ‘

~ Noting with satisfact ion that the Fund has beneflted greatly during the Dgcade from
the support and ¢o-operation of the agencies and bodles of the Unlted Natlons System,
partlcularly UNDP whlch admlnlsters 907 of 1ts rrojects, ‘

Recog 121n§ the crucial need for the FUnd to coptinue its technical cooperatlon
activities in an effective manner that irould ensure its maximum support 4o the.
~:1mplementatlon of the Arusha Strategles for the beneflt of Afrlcan women,

l) R equ ests that the Fund be so positioned after ‘the Decade 50 as to enable '
1% to strengthen dts relationship with the UNDP while ensuring that the
‘necessary linkages and chennels of communication between ‘the Fund and -the
other bodies of the Unlted Nations System deallng w1th the women 8 1ssue
are meintained; ' : N

~

2} Eggresses thanks to 8ll governments, non-governmental organizatioms,
institutions and Andividuals that have continued to support the Fund
through their Tinancial donations, pledges, and human resources
and urges all those bodies to continue and to inerease such assistance.
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Ii. ‘Organizafion and Attendance

'“Ag_ Organlzatlon of the. Meetlng

'lOO The Reglonal Intergove nmental Preperatory Meetlng for the World
Conference to Review and Appraise the Achlevements of the Unlted Natlons
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and. Peace/Thlrd Beglonel Conference
en the Integratlon of Women in. Develoyment , jointly organlze&'by the
Organlzatlon of Africen Unity and- the Unlced Haticns Economic Commission for
Africa and hosted by the Government of the Unlted Refubllc of Tanzanle.5 was

. held at the Arusha InternatloneL Conference Centre in Arusha from 8 to 12
Octobar l98h The purposes of the meetlng were. to review and anpralee the

. progresg achleved and obstacles encountered in- Afrlce in a£+a1n1ng the goals
and. obgectlves of the Unlted Nations Decade for Women. Equelity,- Development
and Peace with spe01al referecne to the eubthemee of -employment. health and
edueatlon to adopt- forwvard. 1ook1ng strateylee for the advancement of women
in Afrlca to the year 2000.and to arrive at 2 common Afrlce p051t10n for the
World Conference on the Unltea Natlons Decade fox Women to be: held at Nairobi,
Kenyaﬂ,lsﬁee July 1985, : S . L

'101. The Meetlng wes heldkln:eccord with General Assembly resolutlon .38/108
V‘Of 16 December 1983 on. preparetlons for the World Conference to Review and
iAppralse the AchleVements of the Unlted Yatlons Decade for. Women referring -

i,ﬁ‘to dec1elon 1983/132 of the Unlted Natlons Economlc and 8001el Counecil

(26 May 1983) celllng for regional intergovernmental meetings to be -organized
by the regional commissions, Resolution CM/RES. 876/(XXXVIII) of the."3Tth
Ordinary Session of the OAU Council of Ministers and the 13th. Ordinary
Session of the Assembly of African Heads of State and Government (1981) which
called upon the Secretary CGeneral of the OAU to organize. in eooperatlon
with the Executive Seeretery of ECA and the Secretary Generel,oe PAWOQ
an all Africa women's conference to prepare for the 1965 World Conference
on the United Netions Decade for Women, Besolution W7 (XVII) of 30 April
1982 of‘t,e,Elgnth Meetlng of the ECA Conference of Ministers which called
for the,holdlng of the third Bevlonal Conference on the- Integratlon of Women
in DeVelopment in’ 198L£ and resolution 511 {XT¥).of. 26 May 198k of ;the tenth
meeting’ of "the ECA Conference of Mlnlebexe calling upon the secretariats of
the OAU to JOJntly organlze the meetlne - S .

B, Attendance

© 102, The follow1ng 39 btate members of the ECA end OAU were represented at
the meetlng Algerla.9 Angole5 Botswane Burklne Faso Burundl Egypt,
" Ethiopia, Cemeroon Congo. Djibouti. Gabon,. Ganﬂaer Ghene9 GulneamBlssauJ
. Gidnea, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, leerlaw Malaurl9 Mali ., Mauritiug, Morocco,

‘,\MOZamblques Niger. Nigeria, Rwenda Senegel Seychellesq Slerra Leone, Sudan,

Bwaziland, Togo, Tunisia, Ug e,nde,a Unttee Republic. of Tanzanlaﬁ Zaire,- Zemble\
and Zlmbabwe‘ The . following natlonel liveration movements were present

) African Natlonal Congress (South Afrlce) and.Pan Afrlcanlst Congress of

..;,Azanla. The Secretary- Generel and the Deputy Senreterqueneral of the World
. Conference on the United- Nations Decade for Women were in w‘cvendence.
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103. States not members of the ECA/CAU pregent as observers were: Belgium,
Canada, Denmark., Federal Republic of Germuny, Finland, Netherlands, Sweden
and the United States of América. The Commonwealth Secretariat attended

as an, intergovernmental orgenization observer. The following United Nations
Secretariat, bodies and proarammes were represented as observers: United
Nations Chlldren s Fund, United Nations Development Programme. United
Nations Fund for Populutlon Aetivities. United Nations High Commission

- for Refugees “Hnited Nations Industrial. Development Organization, Inter-

national Research and ﬂralning Instltute for the Advancement of Women. em
Voluntary Fund for the ‘United Nations Decade for Women and the’ World Food-:
Programme Representa$1Ves of the following spec1allzed agencies of the
United Nations participated as observers:  the Internatlonal_Labour Organiza-

¢+ tion, ‘the ¥Food and Agriculture Organization ef‘the-Uniteq:Nations and the -
- World Health Organization. The following other orpanizations were. pfesent

as- observers Afries Repgilonal’ Coordlnatlnﬂ Committee for the Integratlon
of Women in: ‘Development. Association of Botswana Women®s Organizations,
Associated Country Women of the World, African Development Bank. Afro-

“Asiam Solldarlty Organization, Ba'hai Internatlonéu East and Southern
" Afriea Management Institute. International Alliance of Women, Inter-African

Committee on Traditional Practices Affecting the Health of Women and .
Children, Intgrated Family Life Education Project {Ethiopia), International

- Instltute for Tropical Agrlcultural Internat]onal Planned Parenthood

Federat10n= International Federation of" Unlverslty Women', Interthlonal

" Women in Antnropology Conference, Naticnal -Council ‘of ﬂegro Wbm.en9 Natlonal

Council of Women (Madagascar) Pan African Women's Organlzatlons‘Pax Romana

{‘Plannlng Committee for the NGO Forum, Women's International Democratlc
Federation, the World Peace Council and the Wbrld Confederatlon on the
' Organlzatlon of the Teachlng Professmon. :

C. Qpen;_g o? the Meetlng (Agenda Item 1)

leh The opening session of the Conference was pre51ded over by the outgolng
' Vice-Chairperson Mrs. Maimouna Yane_(Senegal) in the presence of’ the President

and:the Prime Minister of the United Republic of Tanzenia. The ViceéPresident
of the Conference sa2id that this. ten years after the Tnternational “omen’s

-~ Year Conference (Mexico, 1975). was the time to draw up a balance sheet to

show what had been achieved durinr the United Nations Decade for: i'omen and

. -what new strategies were needed to continue the efforts that has begun,
- Since the Second Regional Conference on the Integration of Women in Develop-
‘ment (Lusaka 1979) govermments in the Region had baen paying increased

ﬁttentlon to women whose concerns had been accepted as legitimate development
objectives. ‘The Decade had brought many p0a1t1ve results., she said, but
many bbJectlves remained to be achieved. Whlle agartheid contlnued to exist
while increasing" numbers were becomlng ref ugees and falline v1ct1m to growing
desertification. women could not be said to have achieved the ebgectlve of
peace. She urged the women of" Afrlca to contlnue the struggle for equallty

*peace and developmentae

“105 ‘Thé- Secretarvaeneral of ths Wbrld Conference to Rev1erand Appvalse

the Achievements of the United ‘Nations Decade for Women: Equalltys Develop-
ment and Peace, Mrs. ILeticia Shahani, emphasized the 1m@0rtance of this
meeting to the 1985 World Conference. The second session of the Commission
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on the Status of Women acting as the Preparstory Body for. the . Wbrld Cor-
ference. meeting in Viémna, hadé decided that regional level meetings were
+the most suitable fora for the discussion of regional issues. The final

. report of this meeting would be considersd by the third session of the'
.+ Preparatory Body in its preparation of documentation for the Fairobi World

. Conference. While the 1975 International Women's Year meetins had been
... an. enthusiastic’ first statement of concern on women's situation and the
1980 Copenhagen Conference an -opportunity for closer examiniation of the.
. issues dnvolved, the Nairobi Conference was expected to bring a zober. .
. assessment of what had been achieved snd whet strategles were needed to
- build a better future.. In view of the deteriorating world economic situation
women would need to be vigilant %o’ safeguard the progress that had been
~made. - She emphasized thet women, in varinership with men, .could make the
, dlfference be+ween the success. and failure of dewelopmént effortsqf

. 106, The A351Stant Secretarv General of the Organlzatlon of’ A?rlcan Unlty
My, HMohamed L. Allouane. stressed the importance of this meetlng in
-harmonlzlng points of view of African States to present a cormmon Afrlcan
position at the World Conference.  After 1980-the OAU ECA and the Pan..
African Women's Organization had bgen miven a mandate to organize jointly
an all Africa vomen’s conference which gmave rise to the present meeting.
He welcomed the nssessment of achievements this: meeting would make towards
evolving sirategies for the future which should follow the lines of the
Legos Plan of Action for the Economic Development of Africa .(1980-2000)
adopted by African Heads of State and Govermment in 1980. After the Decade
for Women a new global strategy was needed to improve the position of the
poorest nations vis & vis the rich; little progress had been made in Noxth -
South dialogue. Urgent steps were needed to develop self-reliant and self-
sustaining economies in the Africs region, as outlined in the Lagos Plan
of Action which recognized the importance of women as vital resources  for
the region's development. He emphasized the importance of the role of
African women in all struggles of Africen people. _—

107. The Executive Secretary of the Economic¢ Commission for Af‘rlca5

Prof. Adebayo Adedegl9 underlined the Severlty of the economic crisis fa01ng
Africa at this time in terms of stagnation in the agricultural sector,
growing dependence on food aid, increasing drought and fariine and declining
development assistance, all of which posed obstacles to the 1ntegrat10p of
women in development. Howevar, despite the reglon <] deterloratlng economic
81tuat10n, wonen of the region had made galns in a oumber of areas’ .potably
in increased v151b111ty of women's needs, in education at- prlmary and
secondary levels, in health (partlcularly in rural areas)3 and 1n “the
establlshmept of natlonala subregional and reglonal machineries for the
integration of women in development. The contribution of ECA to thls effort
had ineluded:the establishment of the African Training and. Research Centre
for Women at its headquarters in 1975. the Africs Reg1ona1 ¢sordinsting
Committes on’ the Integratlon of Women 1n Development in 1979 to serve as.

an adV1sory body ‘on wonen's ‘programme and the. Subregicnal Commlttees on the
Integratlon of Women in Development since 1978 at the Multlnatlonal Program-
ming and Operational centres to decentralize the women's progremme and .
strengthen its field mctivities. He stressed that in the future, women

in Africa must play a more active role in determining national priorities
and mlicies; in suech a way they could help alleviate the present economic
crisis. Oreat attention should be paid, he said, to developing the potential
of the young girls of the region born in an independent Africa to ensure

T
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a more self-reliant, ‘self-sustained development 1n the Regzon w1th WoMen
as- full partlclpants at all 1evels ‘ S

108 The meeting was offlclally opened by the President of the Unlted
Republlc of Tanzania. Mwalimu Julius ‘Kambarage Nyerere, who reltergted

the support ‘of Tanzania to the integration of women in Africa as an integral
part of its economic), politiecal and sccial development. He described the
poverty being suffered by the African masses and said that women bore its
burder most heavily. - Just as women's development in Africa was dependent
on national development efforts, he said, so too was national development

- dependent upon women without whom it. could not easily take place. Women
were the greatest victims of exp101tatlon in Africa, not onxy through the
workings of the international economlc order, but also by ‘African societies
ruled by men. Women laboured long hours for little reward and frequently
had no rights to property they helped their husbends acquire. Thus, while
economie development was essential to women's development it did not neces-
sarily bring women's:development unless special programmes were directed
tawgrds-themq_ Women, he said, must be involved at all levels of decision-
making in the attack on poverty. However social attltudes and patterns

of socialization freguently prevented theirnfull partlc;patlon,' He .
stressed that the road to women g emanicipation was not ‘easy;. it would
happeh ‘only if. women imsisted upon it. Ut111z1ng organizations and 1nst1m
tutions set up for this purposeé, women. in alliance with men, should Wage
their struggle for their just share in social development. The Pres;dent_s
speech ‘was unanimously adopted as a working document of the Conference.

D, Electlon of Offlcevs (Agenda Item 2)

109. The<followanp offlcers of the meetlna were electeda

Chairperson* - United Republic of Tanzania
__First Vice-Chairperson: Algeria

Second Vice- Cha1rper30n Kbnya

" Third Viee Chalrnerson . Mali
w;Emrst Rapporteur: - - Liberia
"lséébnleapporteur: . Zimbabwe

‘Thirdeapporteur:' | Cameroon’

E. Adoption of the agenda (Agenda Item 3)
110, The agenda as set forth in document E/ECA/RCIWD/OAU/1 was adopted.-

111. A minute of silence was observed to commemorate the deaths since the
second Reglonal Conference on the Integration of Women in Development . .
(Lusaka, 1979)of Mrs. Tadi Gobir (Nigeris), Second Rapporteur at the .
Tusake Conference and Mr. James Riby-Williams, formerly Director of the
ECA Social Development Division. :




E/ECA/RCTWD/OAU /1Y
Page 41

Ayt

III. Summary of the_general debate - ' I:' _ o L

Review and Appraisal of the Achlevement of and Obstacles encounte:girln
the United Nations Decade for Women: Equalltv, Development and Peace
: 1n Africa (1976 -1985)  (Agenda Item Ly ;

. 112 ‘The Deputy Secretarv General of the Worid Conference on the United
. ~Nations Decade for Women Mrs. Chafika Sellami-Meslem read a message. on

.- behalf of the UnderrSecretany Ceneral for Internatlonal Economic and
Social Affairs Mr. Snuaib U. Yolah. In his massage Mr. Yolah underscored
the 1mportant role that ECA had played both in advocacy of issues con-
cernlng the role of women in economie. and social development . of Afrlca
and in conducting in iepth studies on the toplc. He underlined the '
1mportance of the 1985 World Conference in rev1ew1ng progress on issies
“‘affecting women w1th1n the framework of the Decade and in 1dent1fy1ng
“future-oriented’ strategles and stqndards for further 1mplementat10n of
" United Nations objectives in this field. with relevance to the Third :
United Nations Develoyment Decade and the Convention on the Ellmlnatlon
~of all Forms of Dlscrlmlnatlon against WOmen. He also undereegred the -
- higtoric 1mportance of the town of Arusha as the settlng for delmberatlons
on a w1de range of development 1ssues ) T

113. The repreaentatlve of ECA 1ntroduced thls 1tem whlch was lncluded on
‘the agenda in response to General Assembly resolution 38/108 of 16

Decenber 1983 ‘which galled for Reglonal Intergovernmental meeti to be
held-toireview and. appralse the progress achieved and obstaclés "untered
“'in attaining the goals and ob;ectlves of the United Nations. Decade fer

'rbemen Equallty5 Development and Peace w1th special . reference to the sub-

- themes of employment “health and educatlon The review and appra1sal was

“also in’aceord with thé directives of resolution CM/ReS/876 (XXXVII) of

1981 of the" Assémbly of Heads of State and Government of the OAU. (At the

- same ‘time the progress. made in the 1mplementatlon of the Lagos Plan of

= Action as 1t related to women in Africa would be reviewed. Accordlng to

i the review and appralsal conducted by the Secretarlat whose results appeared
in E/ECA/RCIWD/OAU/Y:; “some notable Dprogress in varying degrees in some

areas had been madeb One of the major achievements.of the Decade was rais-

“ing the: v151b111ty of women in the Reglon and brlnglnp awareness of" their

vital role in'Africa’s socio-economic development. Major obstacles to

ﬂprogrees stemmed’ from a comblratlon of factors 1nclud1ng the global

~ ‘economic s:Ltuatlons structural weaknesses and r1g1d1t1es in the socio-

. - economic systems of Afrlcen countr:.es5 gearcity of resources and certaln
fcultural practlces and ettltudes.‘ o : :

_11h The review and appralsal of the echlevements of the Decade conducted
by the ECA/OAU also included con31deratlon of the role of women: in slleviat-
"ing the food crlels in “Africa (F/ECA/RCIWD/OAU/B) women. and the Industrlal
" 'Development Decade in Afrieca (E/ECA/RCIWD/OAU/6)5 women under Apartheid

- E/ECA/ATRCW/OAU/T) and refugee and displaced women in Africa (E/ECA/RCIWD/
‘0AU/8),: and womén ‘shd Africa’s cultural identity (E/ECA/RCIWDIOAU/II)

The an&ly31s of the role of women in the gsolution of the food crisis. 1n
Africe showed that'in spite of the growing acknovledgement of the 1mportant
contr1but10ns of women to the food economy, their access to the ‘means of _

~E
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production was still limited. In the rural areas women had low life
expectancies and their infants. high mortality rates."Despite the fact
that Africa has more economically active women in the rural areas than
other regions, they waere invisible as planners and. agents of change.; The
analy51s of women in the Industrial Development Decade in Africa indicated
that while equitable participation of women in the industrialization process
wds essential to overall and self-reliant development. this would be,,v
difficult to achieve under conditions of surplus industrial capacity,
surplus unskllled labour and’ capital- -intensive industrial policies. Women
were gaining more jobs in the modern sector, but their percentage of
part1c1pat10n was £till low. They were concentrated in low-skilled
manufacturing jobs and lacked union memberghip. In the informal sectOr
thelr werk was generallly in non—mechanlzed aspects. :

115. Wlth regard to refugees and d1splaced persons in Africa, the renresentn
ative of the QAU said that official statisties numbered 3 mllllon refugees
in the - ‘region and 10 mllllon dislocated or dlsplaced persons who suffered
dislocation, v1olenee9 hunger, dlsease ‘and powerlessness and were torn between
the’ ‘hope to return and the desire to. integrate themselves in the new -
societies. The magorlty of refugee and displaced persons were women.and

. children, and they suffered heavily from deteriorating conditions. in host .
countries most of which were LDCs. In the course of this uprooting, women
bore sexual exploltatlon and sbuse. The most durable solutlonﬁ he said,
-was voluntary repatriation; failing that, 1ntegrat10n or naturalization

in the host ceuntry were de51reble alternetlvesn

- 116. Wlth regaré to apartheld the South African reglme which was also con-
trolllng Namibia stood dlametrlcally opposed to the Decade goals of equallty

'7*development and peace° ‘The condition of woren, especlally black women in the

Bantustans and reserve areas, had deterloreted durlng the Decade. Women
Were: severely affected by the Group Aréas Act, Pass Laws and the Bantu Laws
 Amendment Act {section 1G) However, 1nternal and external resistarce to
the apartheld regime had 1nten51f1ed during the Decade, with women playing
hercic roles in it. ~ The suffering experlenced by women and children under

o forelgn domlnatlons wherever 1t exlsted ‘must stop.

S 11T, Referrlng to African’ women and cultural identity, the role Afrlcan women
“have in the afflrmatlon of cultural identity as the custodians of traditions,
healers and educators of children was elucidated. African women must play
a part in the reallgnment of educatlonal systems to ineclude values of -
African culture and civilization. The role of African women was primary ip
tha 1mplementat10n of the African Cultural Charter (1976). Actions were
necessary- to enhante the. status of women in African in order to 1ncrease
thelr ablllty to 1ntegrate cﬁmure into educatlonu

" 118, Om the topic of the review and apnralsal the Secretarwaeneral of the

" Worla Conference said that the Conference documentation on the subject was
_ belng.prepared on the basis of qnestlonnalres sent to member States. .To date
© 30 countrles from the Afriea region had replied. Eight .countries from the
Africa region, namely Egypt. Kenya, Liberia, Slerra Teone, Sudan, Togo..

Zaire and Zambia, were members of the Preperatory Bodyﬁfor the Conference.
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116, On the basis of statements and p&persrpreSented to the ‘Plenary,

member States reviewed progress made towards the goals of the Decade:
Eouality, Development and Peace. In the area of equality. many delegations
noted the participation of women at levels where théy had not been before

' the Decade. in high govermment and party positions, in local government,

the civil serviée and business management. Some described the entry of
woren into new fields relbting to science and technology. A number of
countries had formed national machineries for the integration of women in
development at ministerial level, while in others they had been placed with-
in ministries. Legislation had been promulgated in a number of countries

to improve the situation of working women. including egqual pay for egual
work, mgternltv leave rights, Overall,. the Decade had made greatl progress
in increasing women's social visibility and their awareness of themselves.
Many countries ecited their ratification of the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and progregs made in elimineting
disceriminatory legislation. -

12C. With regard to development, the mosh elpnlflcant progress durlng the
Decade appeared to have been made in education, partlcularlj for girls at
primary level vhere near parity with boys was achieved and in adult literacy
for women. A few countries were near parity at the secondary level as well.
The percentage of girls at tertisry level was also increasing. Some
countries attributed the improvement to changed parental attitudes regard--
ing the value of education for girls. A few countries were making specinl
provisions to stop the high drop-out rate of girls, attributed. inter alias,
to adolescent pregnancy. Many countries were making preat efforts towards
improving health infrastructure and delivery, especially in rural areas.
with significant improvement ncted in the availability of maternal and child
health and nutrition services, family planning informetion, with resultant
declines in infant and child mortality rates. Many projects and programmes
had been launched to improve the situation of women. and development as-
sistance from international, bilateral and non governmental sSources was
most significant during the Decade. Fesrly all countries had had projects.
seminars, workshops. training. studies and publications related to improving
women®s condition. Speecial efforts hed been made in several countries in
introducing appropriate technologzy for farm and home and in other areas of
rural development, including rural industries development and the establish-
ment of centres for training rural women. Credit was becoming avallable to
women in bome countrigs for agriculture and housing.

121, However Teace remained the most elusive goal of the Decade for women
_ln the reglon especially as a result of the contlnuatlon of apartheid and:
increasing numbers of refugees and displaced women due to drought, famine.

wars and internal social unresti. DProgress made in this area included increased

assistance to women in llberat1on movements and to refugee and displaced
women.

122, Despite the progress maede and the enormous efforts expended on behalf
of women in the regicn at the national level. many obstacles remained to
the realization of the goals of the Decade. Many felt that the greatest
obstacles to the progress of women in their countries fell outside their
control. As the world region with the largest number of lcast developed
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countries (LDCs), %the scarcity of resources that could be devoted to women
wvas elearly perceived. The workings of the internmational econcmic order were
exacerbated during the Decade by sconomic crieis in the region which affected
women greatly as the most dis sadvantaged among the dis sadvantaged. With
respect to equality, many delegates dexried the unequal system of customary
laws, which left women without property rights in merriage. In the workplace,
in some countries, women did not have benefits equal 4o those of men..

1123, In employment. although wonen hed entsred new fields end reached

" levels previcusly cloozd to them, the percentege of .o in formal sector
employment rémained small. Laerpe numbers weve unpaid. underemployed and un-
employed. Of those in wage labour., the majority were at low levels in un-
skilled jobs without access to training. Meny women workers in urban as
well as rural sreas were being displaced by mechanization. Few.were in
management or professional positioans. and these were slow to raceive
promotiong. The need for incressed training of women in management skills
was near universal. The bulk of women in the region remsined tied to
subsistence agriculturs, faced with drought, falling cutrut and lack of
access to inputs necessary to inereass their yields ond reduce their work
burden. Despite major strides in the area, the heulth and nutritional .
situation of women, éspecially in rural areas, remained a mejor obstacle.
Apart. from the tremendous inerease in the educaticn of girls, their numbers
still dropped érasticelly after the primary level. AL pnstusecondary level,
they remained highly concentrated in arts subjects with limited employment
pOSSiGll“tWESe '

124, While many national machineries had been established during the Decade,
some lost status and others remained in the planning otage. Few had the
‘necessary requisites to secure the full participation of women in development
planning. While at the higher levels. small numberz of women were achieving
-high positions, the lack of political consciousressz cn the part of women

in some countries to exercise their ripglts remained low.

125. The efforts undertaken during the Decads nezded befter coordination. at
all levels. several felt, sc that duplicaticn could be avoided and the

H

bénafits reach mors womern,

126. While women's self-swareness and scciatal swareness of them had been
major gains of the Decade. much rewmained to bz dope in the changing of
mentalities. Many said th~ir counbries remeined basically patriarchal with
a number of socio-cultural storectypes affecting women's full participation
in all realms. Some spoke of a “backlash’ phenomenon where men were feeling
threatened by the efforts women were making.

Observer Statements

127. The representative of the Pan African Vomen's Organization (PAWO)
stressed the need for a more equitahle world order as'thn greatest need of
African women without which the implementation of forward looking strategies
would be most difficult. She underlined the horrcr of the aally lives of
women in South Africa and Wamibia, as well as in other parts of the reglon
where there was no peace. She informed the Meeting that FAWO would organize
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an A1l Afrlcan Women's Conference in December 198k to shed further light
on these’ issues. M1 women's or@anlzatlons were invited to this meeting.
Seferal delegatlons underllned the 1mportant role of the OAU in promptlng
women's affairs in the region. ‘and called on the Secretary General of". the -
© QAU to make its women s unit operational. ~

, 128 The Chalrperson of the Africa Regional Coordinating Committee on the.
1Integrat10n of Women in Development rav1eWed the history of the Comm;tteeﬂ
which had been established in 1979 and the work of the Commlttee 1n ﬁraw1ng

‘the attention of governments to- the problems and solutions for the, ."
of women in the reglono, She empha31zed the accompllshments of the’ Decade
in llberatlng women from the W61ght of tradition and. custom and reallzlng
the neéd to struggle for their self development She underllned the '
importance of the media in these efforts.

129. The representatlve of the Organizing Commlttee for the NGO Worum
“expressed; apprec1at10n for the 1mportant position that governments and the
United Nations system gecorded to non»governmental oraanlzatlons NGOs.
-she said. had played important roles in pav1ng the way for the adoption of
strategles by governments. ; . .

130. The International Research and Training Tnstltuxe for the adwancement

of Women outlined its study on strategies for improving women s food
production in Aftrica which were consistent w1th the Lagos. Plan of Action.
She’ also. detailed the Institute’s other orogrammes in areas such as 1mprov1ng
_statlstlcS’and 1ndlcators on the 51ﬁuatlon of women, 1ncorporat10n of women
in development plannlngg women and water supply andf%%ergyg and ‘the role

of women 'in international economic relat1ons,_ She stressed thé role of the
Donor Roundtable that would follow this meeting in taking the lead to bridge
the North-South gap. UNICEF syoke of the need for efforts to prevent the
further marglnellzatlon of womern in the region, given the gravmty of the
current econdmic crisis. UNICEF was ready to support these efforts by
’plac1ng more empha51s on’ 1mprOV1ng wonren's Worklng and living condltlonso
The importance of self-reliance on the part of women was empha51zed

UNIDO explained its mandate to promote the 1nuegratlon nf women in industrial
development which was belng carried out through a ser*es of workshops on

the 1ntegrat10n of women in the industrial planning process and programmes

to increase the participation of women in industrial management and enter-
prise development. The fourth UNIDO General Conference had passed a resolution
on the full integration of women in 1ndustr1al development L :

131. The Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women outllned its
"programme to provide development technical cooperation for the 1mplementat10n
of projects of the Decade, with empha51s on assistance to poor women in least
"developed island and 1and locked countries. To.date 37 per cent of Fund
assistance had gone %o Africa wheré food, agrlculture and. energy were. priority
sectors.‘ The Fund had developed an 1nvestment plan for support of its. acti-
vities in ‘the ‘Region that placed emphasis on Africa's priority sectors of

" food and agriculture and energy. Its 1mplementat10n was to be coordinated
eclosely with the Fund 8 promotion and support of 1ts women and. food cycle
technologies project which would be implemented flrst in the Africs region.
The International Labour Organisation explained its contributions to the
documentation on the situation of wcnmen workers being prepared for the World
Conference. Other current work included studies on women and multinationals
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and the world economic condition of women. The 110 representatlve express=
ed the hope that the world economic crisis would not cause women newly

: entered in the labour market to fell ipto the ranks of the unemployed.

The meetlnb was informed that in. June 1985 the International Labour
Conferenee ded dlscuss equal opportunltles and treatment for both men and
WOmEn. : . :

,,,,,,

' rellanEe of’ women 1n Afrlca through a v1llage based women ‘and health develop~
ment” brogect which was presentJy underway in a number of selected villages

' throughout the Reglona The Wbrld Food Programme etated that its programme

was the 1argest single source of materigl development a551stance, ~The

programme entalled making food inputs into government progects and was _

targeted to reach the poor eepec1ally woren, . RS

R

133. The representatlve ‘of the Unlted States of America explalned her
government’s support for Pprogrammes in health, educatlon and nutrltlon,‘
anmong- other55 by institution building, policy dialoguey free s=anterprise
=development and the transfer of technical expertise through 1ncomewtherat1ng
activities. The African Development Bank encouraged women to . see to 1t
that their govermments included women's programmes in the development pro-
graume of their country and submltted same to the -Bank_ for fundlnhn

134. The representative of the Afro-Asian Solldarlty Organlzat1on expreeeed
the view that the 1nequ1tab1e distribution of wealth was the major obstacle
+to the advancenrent of women in the Reglono' The International Planned
Parenthood Federa@gon underlined its emphasis on the delivery of fﬂﬂ"ly
'plannlng information as part of 1nteprated rural development packages‘
empha5121ng ‘the needs of women in poor communities. They viewed family
plannlnv as ‘& human right essential to the equality of women. The Intra-
African Committee on Traditional Practices affecting the Health of Women
and Children emph351zed thelr efforts to inform African women 'of the
negat1Ve effects of certaif eustomary practices. The Committee streseed
the 1mportance of national activities undertaken by African women themselves.
The. Women®s International Democratlc Federation summarized its efforts om

- the: NGO level in the fremework of the United Nations Decade for Womeng

- including the procYamation of 1975 as International Women's Year, It .
expressed its partlcular concern over the effects of transnational corpora~
tions, the arms race and aEartheld,on the situation of women in the Reglon,
The organization had undertaken an appralsal of the achievement zf the
Decade whlch it submitted to the Meeting.

l°5 The Internatlonal Alliance of Women reminded the Meetlng of: the role
¥G0s had played in the formation of the United Nations Comm1351on on the
Status of Women., 'She urged African NGOs to secure sutonomy for themselves
in order to increase thelir VlSlbllltY in the Region. She also underscored
the’ 1mnortance of ach1ev1ng peace first at the national level before it

R could be achileved 1nternatlonally, The Associabted Country Women of the
“World stated that priority areas for action included national actions to
stabilize rural areas, including integrated rural developmént, to stem
urban drift, and msking national machlnerles for women focal p01nte for
1nformat10n and communlcatlone,
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‘: 136 The Chalrperson summarlzed the peneral debaté on- agenda item 4, noting
" that women in the Region were far from achieving full equallty. So far
their representatlcn at declslon_maklnn levels had only heen token. They
needed greater access to the fruits of their labours. In industry they
could make little progress in view of the oversll stagnation in this

' sector. Given the situation of women under apartheid, peace was far

from hand. Women in the regiorn should not rely on external aid but should
turn to self-reliance, she stressed. BShe urged delegates to the Nairobi
Conference to seek substance and not be’ taken- 1n by slogans.~

F. Forward—Look;_g_Strat@gles for Afrlcan Wbmen to the Year 2000 (Agenda
- item 5) B :

137 -On behalf of the- Meetlng secretariat . the Rapporteur of the Expert
Group Meeting on Forward-Looking Strategles for the Advancement ‘of Women

‘in ‘Africa which had met in Arusha 4-6 October 1984 introduced the report

of that Meeting (E/ECA/RCIWD/OAU/Q) the second part of which comprised

" recommendations for forward-looking strategles, for the consideration of

‘the Meeting. She explained that the document saw the themes of equality.,
development and peace inextricably linked in the Region. The preemble
stressed that the strategies had been proposed to find ways for African

women to advance despite the economic crisis and ‘severe structural problems
of the Region. The document acknowledged the important role of existing
strategies, such as the Lagos Plan of Action, but stressed the need t6 under-
. line and 1ncorporate more centrally the crucial needs and potentlal contri-
“butions of African women to the solutlon of Africa’s development problems.

: 138. The areas_andulssues addressed 1n«depth by the documentrlncluded"ba51c

“f obstacles .to the advancement of women in Africa, outlining strategies for

their amelloratlon 1n agriculture- and food nroductlon, industrial develop--
_.ment, human resources development, apartheid in South Africa and Namibia

" and refugee and displaced women. - Strategies to monltor changes in the
situation of woren 1n Afrlca were also seb forth. .

'139 The Secrstaria proposed that a new preamble of three paragraphs con-
stitute the introduction to the forward looking strategies. This was
_amended and edopted.

1&0. Amendments were made from the floor and aaopted on paragraphs 1 1T of

the draft genersl framework and basic obstacles. The Secretariat noted the
. changes for incorporation in the finael document. . ‘

Work of the Committees

»llhl. Two: Committees were esteblished to consider ‘the recommendations for
forward.- -looking strategies for the advancerient of women in Afpies. Commit-
tee I was charged with recommendations at national level, while Committee

- IT considered them at regional - and international levels. Committee I was
chaired by Kenya, with Zimbabwe serving as Rapporteur. Committee IT was

~ chaired by Algeria with Cameroon acting =s Repporteur. - '
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142, Thé Committees presented their reports to the flnal plenary session

of the meeting where they were adopted by consensus. The Reports of the
Committees were utilized by the Secretariat in revising E/ECA/RCIWD/OAU/Y.
the final text of which appears as section I.A. of this report: - the Arusha
Forward--Looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women 1n Afrlca Beyond
the Unlted Nat;ons Decade for Wcmen

a. Pfeparations_fcr‘the World Confefence‘on the United Nations Decade
for Women (Agenda item 6)

143. The Secretary-General of the World Conférence explained that the
agenda for this Meeting was in condonance with the agenda of the Nairobi
Conference The other three regionel intergovermmental preparatory meet-
inrs would take place -spon, and the Thlrd Session of the Preparatory Body
would meet in Vienna in March 1985 " Bhe noted the important part being
played by the United Nations systenm in-the. preparatlon of' conference
&ocumentatlon° She urged assistance to 1DCs to. attend the Conference in
order to ensure universsal participation. The representative of Keriys made
a detailed presentation of the extensive preparstions being made by -
Kenya -for both the World Conference and the NGO Forum. National commit-
- tees had been set up to handle all 1og15t1ca1 aspects. .

“cH.' Other Bu31ness (Agenda item T)

;1&& The Chalrperson and the Spcretarqueneral of the Wbrld Conference spoke
on the 1mportance of the declaration of. 1985 as Internatlonal Youth Year,
vhich shared the themes of development and peace with the Décade on Women.
The Year was extremely importanit for Africa where the majority of its
population was composed of young people. Africa had participated in the

" Regional Intergovernmental Preparatory Meeting for the Year, and national
coordinating structures had been set up. The importance of recognizing

the needs of young girls in the Year was underllnecl° o

Iv. Adoptlon of the Repor't (Agenda :Ltem 8)

1k5, The Rapporteuyr introduced the draft report of the Conference ‘at the
plenary meeting on 12 October 1984. . The .Conference con51dered the report
and adopted it with certain amendments

146, Two resolutions were adopted by the Conference (see Chapter I for their
texts). Votes of thanks were adopted to the President, the Government and
the people of Tanzania for hosting the meeting and to tne OAU and ECA for
organ1z1nv it. - :

A Closﬁfé of the Meetihg;(Agenda item 9)

147, The representatlve of the AU congratulaned the meetlnr for successﬂ
fully preparing a common African position to present o the World Con-
‘ference at Nairobi and for having adopted its report without reservations.
The representative of the Economic Commission for Africa stressed the im-
portance of the Arusha Stratemies that had been adopted. The Secretary-
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General of the World Conference looked forward to the Nairobi conference,
expressing her hope that it would be a symbol of the unity of African
women and of their solidarity with women of the whole world. The Chair-
person of the Conference underlined the determination and seriousness
with which participants had worked throughout the meeting and the regard
of the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania for the significance
of the Meeting. She then declared the Meeting closed.
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