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INFORMATION PAPER ON SURVEY OF NATURAL RESOURCES ‘

the by the Executlve Secretary.

1. At its flrst se951on the Economlo Comm1331on for Africa "con51dered ,
that there wag a great need in Afrlca for certain types of sc1ent1f1c': =
surveys such as hydrologlcal, geologlcal, geodetlo and other surveys of
rescurces 1nclud1ng resources for 1ndustr1allzatlon and of energy such “as
golar energy" (report E/3201) Accordlng to thig report, "the view wast
expressed that as part of this work the secretariat might compile a
bibliography of swrveys already carried out and draw attention to major
gaps', '
2« At the request of the Executive Secretary, and as a follow-up to the
partial bibdliography of surveys on natural resources compiled by UNESCO
in 1959 and submitted to the second session of the Commission (E/0N.14/30
and Corrs. 1 and 2), UNESCO undertook = survey of the natural resources of
the African continent., This was an attempt to gather and review, as far
ag possible, all existing knowledge on the natural regources of Africa and
to present in the form of bibliographies, inventories or indices, a list

" of works already published covering several of the chapters included in
the survey. In some cases bibliographies directly related to the chapters
are given in the form of ammexes. An inventory of topographic maps in
AMfrica and a list of geological bibliographies of &frican territories are

also appended.,
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3.:: Investigation into the natural conditions and rescurces of the &frican
continent were carried out in the following major fields : topography and |
maps; geology, applied geology (inelusive of mineral resou_rces) and
geophysics: climate and meteorology; hydrology and water resoufce_s; sqils',-
including conservation; flora; and fauna (taxonomy, ecology and zoogiography
as well as anplled entomology and protectlon of gamestock).

4. These stidies are avallsble at the secretariat of the Economic
Commission for Afriea at Addis Ababa in a 500-page document. Since the a
highly technlcal nature of 'thlS docu.ment combined w:l.th its very .
con91derable s:Lze make 1ts general dlstrlbutlon extremely diffloult end
expensive, it is suggested tha,t governments or 1nd1v:|.d.us.ls interested

in speciflc sections of the Surve;y' may w:Lsh to request the ECA secretaris.t
to make ava.llable to them the appropmla.te sectlons. ‘



