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(ional Hole of I:rfo:riéﬁ_-ih-_;l)eve-_lo,i ‘

 The ‘Sudan was undéy’ foreign #ile, h~ce other than Sudanese were the
- architects of economic and gocigl policy, Concerning.girls' education, no
. marked attention was given Byithe auﬁﬁérities,jand5%hé'p ople on their part
“,ﬁ*@id n6f'reqognize=the,impdﬁﬁ'ﬁcé'of educating women 2t d time when men's
" education was at its infancy, The first census,carried out in January 1965,
showed +that 77 per cent of the male propulation wgs‘illiﬁergte:qnd-96 per
l_”cent.ofﬁﬁhewfemale-popﬁratibﬂ=;as*illiﬁéﬁémeA;;Thaﬁ:was,thefsituation_when
., the foreign rule.left oir -country, . | b0 IO

With the dawn of independencegche;situaiionJchangedkffNa%ibnal autho~
vrities?%ﬁdkféonsffﬁétivélmgﬁSuresuto uphold and. realize thas bagic right of
the citizen educativh, Education authorities velieve, amongst other things,
that economic factors and other ways of.life limit women's “oppbrtunities for
access to ediicatidi, - E T N P

Joint governmens .and non~govermmental.effortg are being exerted to

; - accelevdtd gir1§f5¢§u¢aﬁi§gfﬁb”kégp,pagawwiﬁhhboys'.édudatﬂ¢n which lies far
Pad ahead. SOETIRT S '

i If one takes inﬁg_QOnsidergﬁiQnixhe.fact-thatmfbreign‘rﬁléfiééted for
| ,ﬁneamlyf58iYeafé”éﬁdﬁihe::.fipnal,rple;hasﬂreceniiyscelebraied its eleventh
: ar,  anniversary;’ oneécan seé

he rapid progress achieved.in Firls?! education.
The coming years will witness futher progress that will gradually narvow the
gap between the education of the twol sexess .o:. 0 .o iPwme T :

H.ksihw%her%detailé‘mafwﬁé“étaté&ﬁhéfeﬁﬁdefninsnoté fbrﬁ! ATESRE

(1) Pully free education to both sexss, in government schools at all

- S (2) Women enjoy équality of access to educatidn; the jugging_factdr.

being 'their a.b:il:'t_f!;;r’;"‘Egd:,_apti_'bude.- :
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i - (3) Thereiare niixed elementary schools,. These aré orlglnally boys‘
5 ' ' - sc¢hobls which have been opened to girls. #11 -teachers are men
© - and thé cufriculd are those of boys! elementar
. majority of these schools are in rural areas
3 ;m1xed_schoo1s is found in the southern parﬁ

schools. ‘The
drge number of
.he countﬁy.

(4) General education is equal in value and statuSAto thai of hoys.

! ' (5) Women are given the same facilities (scholarship, etc.) aiming to
Parsne and continue their_education'at higher levels,

(6) Education for home and family llfe 1s 1ncluded in curricula at all
. levels for girls and -women. - :

(7) sSteps are beingtaken to start Home Economlcs secondary schools with

‘ ~the. idea of: givirg -pupils proper training that-will be useful to
“fHem : in their future life. In addition %o this home .economics is
‘1ntroduced as a subaect in all girls? secondary schools. :
%ﬁjﬂif“*f(S) Fd0111t1es ‘for vocatlpnal tralnlng and in-service tra1n1ng~as a

I T e preparatlon for'gobs are now avallable for-worklng women 1ﬁ various

}fields. o . TR L A i

- (9) - TiFthe fleld of out—ofuschool educailon women centres are also
’-f“'*fplanned as parallel to bays?! clubs which: ‘have. been in éexistence’
for some years.

;(IQ} Various subjects. in the curricula’ are given to a great extent
;-the same. 1mportance and duratlon for glrls as ‘For beS¢

rl;(ll) Nursery schools and klndergartens are found 1n cltles and 1n
villages. These accommodate infants from both sexes.

' fﬂ{lz) VCcncernlng higher education, unlver81ty studles permlt women fo
spaciglize -in-any field they are suited to or happens to be fheir
choice,

o In éducational staffy; teachingy” headshlp, ddmlnlstratlve, and

: 1nspectlon, app01ntments at all 18Vels of educatlon are. fully open
':to women. b . o o

I e R It is worth men$10n1ng that ) body of high-level women admlnlstrators
' - for girls' education has already become a feature. of the general framework of
the Ministry of. Educatlon. IR

“Fow you Tind Sidanese ‘women - doctors, professors, 1awyers, englnaers,
admlnlstraiors, teachers, nurses, etc., as well as men..
o Hospltals, m1dw1fe:y schools “and GllnlCS wére openedxéh& a nursing traine
ing colleges The Red Crescent and the Girl Guides also comtribute to the
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advancement of the women's movement in the Sudan,- Nearly all daily newspapers
publish a women's page and we have women's magazines. . The woian has gained

-, cxperience in different fields, The factories and industries have attached
“the less educated women, taking them outside the four walls of their houses

apd giving them cash instead of keep, and with the rising cést of domestic
services this work has Vbeen appreciaicd by -the: community. *In the revolution

- of Octeber 1964, women took part; they were wounded and one was even killed.

As-a result of thishercism, women were granted the right o vote at the*ége

- of 18 and the right to stand for election at the age of 30; and a womax iho

had already rengered_spiendid service to the movement was elected to répfesent
the women in Parliament. _ Cre

The women run evening classeé for the village girls and womehs In these
classes,. practical training is given in. sewing, knitting, handicraft, cooking

and home—craft. Lessons and demonstretions in. child care and personal Liygiene
‘are also organized. For the illiterate members: of the commnity, litéracy

classes are held. Some 960 women attend these classes.

'Women also particiﬁate in‘handicraﬁf'exhibitions and take part in cultural

shows, organized by the workers. Through regular bi-weekly home visits, the

- female workers establish contacts with women who do not come to classes. They

are helped with their personal problems wherever possible.

: The popularity of the women's programmes has already been noticed. The

women have contributed to the programme by learning and adopting the new skills
and practices taught them in the classes, They are contributing,to the health

of the community by keeping their houses cleaner, cooking their food with a :
view to preserving nutrition, and hy careful waste disposal. They have increased
food production by growing vegetables and supplemented. their own diet and

supplied the deficiency of green vegétables in the food, commonly noticed

here before, They have also learnt to act in vhe community interest through
frequent meetings and through participation in community projects like

exhibitions of handicrafis, : :

Some 960 women participate in evering classes and this represents over ‘ 3
T5 per cent of the female population of the villagé. It is a measure, not ohly gf

of their interest bub also of their contribution to theé growth of the society

and its economy. Tt is safe to say that at least 50 per cemt of the women : 7}

are actively involved in community projects of their interest,

- - Participation of the women in holding of fairs and exhibitions has been
something new for the area. 'So ig the participation of the girls in enltural
activities and drama., Adult literacy classes have brought the literacy world
closer to the women. The regilar meetings of the women in the classes and

_ thergafter'leadS'to exchange of experiences and information.

fAll'this has riven the women a great deal of self~confidence and a feeling
of gglf respects The girle compete with the boys in the nursery and feel '
equal to thems A new sense of responsibility towards the nation, the youth



~uof the project areas ‘
hen-id child care, nutrition and these havé given them self~confidence just
- a8/t Has led men o view their women with a new respect. - The reglization
©: that- mer have a role.to play in the development of their home has been the main
. Tactor why men have been 86 persistent in their demand for female workers.
~This also assumes a re-appraisal on the part of men of the status of women. .
.. Finally, introduction of a young, slightly educated Temsle worker in a rural
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a,ndfh ;&éifél@p&;en‘t" of :i*l';'rs resources’ characterize the attitude of the' women .

In:somearcas, they have gained more knowledge than the

{

S

community and her poise and self confidence iends %o infect the village girls

“and women with yearning for education so that they too conld _a,chiéiré '*[:hga: same

status, . :

" fhe e activities have not only enhanced the productive qéipa_,cit;:r -.b_'f these

women, but also enlarged their visions of the role of the women in the society.

! The women are now engaging in activities, normally reserved for men, as for
‘eXample,in raising vegetables and poultry. There-is frequent exchange of

ideas among the women through exhibitions and seminars.
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