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REPORT ON DEVELOPHENT IN AFRICA IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION
BY THE UNITED NATION'S

EDUCATION1l.L, SCIENTIFIC .AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

1. Unesco's pregramme cf ,activities in Africa has continued in 1964

with emphasis on aspects cf educational planning.

Conference ef African Ministers of Education

2. The Conference of Ministers of Education of African ccuntrios parti

cipating in the Gmplomontation cf the plan for oducrctional dovelopment

adopt.ed at Addis Ababa in May 1961, hc Ld its first sessien in Abidjan

(IvcrY,Coast) from 17 to 24 March 1964. Unesco, in co~opcration with 'ECA,

provided the services necess~ry for running tho Conforence. The Director

General of Unesco attended; .and tho ExecutivG Secretary of ECA was'repre

sonted. The Acting Secretary-General of tho Organization for African Unity

(OAU) was also present. Forty-five Afr~can countries-were represented.

3. Tho agenda comprised fivo main items: recommondations of regional

conferences in Afl'ica for the implementation of the Addis"Ababa Plan;

national plans of oQucation and progress achieved toward mooting the direo-
, "

tives cf the Addis Ababa Plan, including those covering the setting up of

the necessary educational planning and evaluating ,machinery to ensure ,tho

integration of the oducational plan in the over-all national, oconomjc and

social development plan; the financing of naticnal plans of education,
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evaluation of resul t8 a.chaovod c.t 't he contLnon t.aI Lcve i, Ln j.mploillon-liing

the Addis Ababe. Fla::l; j.1atJ2'G of tho r-:.:Ja t rcns :'G+'w 30t.l teo Conl 0.1:'(;...100 of
,,

•

4,. On this last pe5,nt "L:1C:; GO~"'1:f.::q'8YJn..: .Y'l;-;<:.-.::.:m:'lc::'1<:::xl "f;l:r:,t~ Cli....F a~t(~ .~.h..:~,se'.::

negotiate a:ndcLol.:u2.uiG 811 3.(?;r '::':.:!1~x.,-[; b'ov::r;L:'.',I::: -:-c.:,t,i,;,·:"or:fl~j),~_, ootWlJOll '~:D,- .,,"",j< ,

5~ The Conference e Lao r:::.commcYlc~cc. chat t l.o Fn:;.V;JI'8J "t;y oj:' .Rii:-anda:, the

Universi ty of Stanlcy\(illG lr.. Congo (Lcoroldv~_~.lc).' d.nd -dE) Un:.:v8::!....S:J -\r vf

Northern Rhodcs.i a (~ambi EO be ar'~C:Gri t~ bhc. lis"Co of '..U"!.iV8I8J. t.f.os foX' Ai:'X'~Lca

drawn up in SGptemu;,JT 1762 a-c tho 'llananar,'.-\'-o GO~li'J: onc..n ur.: the ..c8:vGlopment.

of Higher Educat.Lon In Africp" Purt110X it \xno.('1rlinQd i,he v·'.ow that -r;he

development r-f highot' educ2.tion in Africa should be und.o r-takon as an 0S8en,

tial part o f e du.c.a t Lona.L p Lanni.ng and dreVl a t tcn t i on to tho -ie od to reduce

to a minimum tho cost of univor-s i ty edu0a-'c:i.o11 J

rammos in Africe al s .... ho Lcl at h."'.Ji.:i.jc.",n <9

tj.cJL part ·'Jf tho duv81oprr;Gnt of ·~hc (FJwr~n.m'i.-L;:y fi.£ e. whole :i,n :i,ts vari.cuc

sectors and a; i i',s va:>:>.iouf:' Lov c.Ls ~

7.. vfith Q. view' to ensur-i ng c Lc sr- ,~o-()})cration u'j.th :2CA in c:-d.lJ.catio:o.u:l.

developmont I,rogra~nmes in Africa~ Urios c.o ha.s appo i.zitod a JiaifiC'f1. of:fino:r

stationed at AdJ.:ts Lba"oa, It has fu:rthel:' as s i ted ECA i.E conncxion 'iith

the propara't a on for an o c ononric sur-vey of iha l~e::::t and No:-th Afl'j co. i-ri th

par-t.i.cu.Lan r-ef'cr cnco to fhc: role of education Ln , and of' eclu.cai;ion8-1

policies for, ovcr-alJ_ dcveLopmorrt ,

8. In order to t>ssis·t in tile d.8VcloPIOOllt d.ad improvement of aducatd.ona.i

planning in iho l'.f'rinan countrios, pln.nimg missions have been provicied at
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: the request of 10 governments: EasutolanQ, EeohuanalanQ, Congo (Eraz~aville),

Ivory Coast, L1bya, Mali, Somalia, Southern Rhcdoai.a , Swazi.land and ''1'i)golanQ,

;thus bringing to a total of 21 the number of African countries which have

ireceiveQ pl~nning missions since the Addis Ababa Plan was establisheQ.

IMembers of the teams have been ~pocialists in primary anQ seconQary eQUCa

Ition, adult education, GQucational administration, economios of education

lor eduoational statistics, and have worked in co-eperation with experts of
I

[FAD in agricultural education. Missions to assist in planning the develop-

,ment of higher education have been provideQ at the request of the governments

.of Somalia and Eurundi. The reports on the missions have defined the main
, .
educatLonal problems and made recommedations on means to ensure the con-

~tinuing process of educational planning and review and its integration into

[the over-all national plan of economic and social development.

:9. In additi~n, under the co-operativeprogrammo which Unesco has under

,taken with .,.the International Bank for Recons tr-uc'tf.on and Development, Unesco

has organized or participated in missions to four African countries - a
,

:project identification mis~ion to Ethiopia was followeQby ~ project prepa-

,ration mission in November/December. Unesco al~o supplied staff members

,to Bank missions sent to Algeria, Congo (LooPoldville), Madagascar .and

iMauretania.

10. Unesoo has prOvided, under the authority of the Directerof the African
,

;Institute for lilconomio anQ Educa.tional Development and Planning, Dakar, an

~ducational planning group of two edUCationalists and an expert in the

eoonomics of eduoation, who have in 1964 participated in the si;ops taken

by the Institute to carry .outthe task of training Afrioan experts and
I •.'., ',' - - '.

fovernmentoffioials in the field of eoonomic.develop~entandplanning,

research .in this field, .and the provision of aevisory servaces to African

countries. The group have participa~eQin,theorganization Of amain

pourse of training in Dakar, and of .a spec~alized three-month course in

?airo. The l~t~er .cQj.Wse wasorganizeQ in co.Ll.aboz-e'td.on wi th tb,e Institute

~f National Planning of the United ~ab Republic, the.ILO anQ Unesco, with

lhe partioipantion of FAD. The course wa~:attendedbY 29 senio~ civil

~ervants from 14 African countries, in t'~e fields of manpower and employment,

~ducation and training, and economi9 develc~ment policy.
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School Buildings

11. The need for school plaoes provided economically to meet national

targets for expansion has featured in many a national educational plan of

development in Africa. In this connexion, the regional actiVity of the

Unesco School Construction Bureau for Africa at Khartoum, is of particular

interest. The BUreau has continued its work on two 'construction pr-ojects ,

one at Omdurman (Sudan) and tho other at Zaria (Nigeria), carried out a

survey of primary school building problems in the various regions of the

Sudan and co-operated with the school Building Department of the Sudanese

Ministry of Education in 'its work on tho design and structure of low-cost

school building. The Bureau has ;'lso sorrt an expert to Tanganyika and

SiGrra Leone to evaluate the costing and proposed construction techniques

at the two oducational institutions, a girls' secondary school in Tanganyika

and a teacher training college for women in'SiorraLeone, plannGd under

the Swedish Govornment's"projeot for tho develdpment of education of girls

and women in Africa. Uponcornpletibn ,of the ongoing projects, the Bureau

will expand its functions as a rogional centre, oriented to documentation

and information, rather than architectural service, on specific projects,

with particular attention given to aiding'national development groups.

Educational documentation and information, textbooks and teaching methods
and techniques

12., probloms of quality, as woll as of quantity, have , oontinued to receive

attention. Tho. Unesco Regional Cimtrd· for Educational Information and

Researoh In Africa, located at Accra (Gh~na) has continued its' work of sup

plying educational dooumentation and informatiion, and of ourriculum studies.

A study has beon carried out on tho ?assage from the mother tongue to a

la,nguage of widercomounicatioh. An ihv(jstiga~ion isboing undertaken into

ths te<lching of' seaonce in African sAcondary schools. These two studies

are, a r osul, t of:, the r-ccommondations ot the 1962 Tananai'ivee ffiC"t1ng of' "experts

on the ad.aj-uat.i.on of'thcgenoral socondary, school curricula,' To 'promote

~he development of national educational research and documentation 60rvices,

a tedhni,u:al meGting on educational documentaticn <.nd teachiI1g ma{erials

(includirigaudio..,Visual aids) was organized 'by the Centre in AUgust '1964.
Forty-three officials,' from 29 African c6untrios, in charge of educational

documentation centres and audio-visual services, attendod the moeting.
,

\

i.. i
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13. Content of education,toxtbooks and teaching syllabuses which are

adapted to local conditions continuo to bo one of the concerns of education

ists in the African countries, and experts have been requested to assist

with work in this fiold. In a wider context, the Textbook Production Centre,

Yaounde, established in co-oporation with tho Government of Cameroun, has

continued to serve thc participating Member States, Chad, Congo (Brazzaville),

Gabon, the Central African Republic and the host country. Production of

materials by the Centre included periedicals for the participating countries,

materials for the literacy campaign in the Cameroun, and a civios toxtbooks

for use in Cameroun schoels. The Swiss Government has financed tho printing

of a textbook for teachers. At its meeting in July 1964 in Libreville, the

Governing Board of tho Centro considered plans for the next phase in the

life of the Centre which would follow tho expiry in August 1964 of the

agreement under which tho Contre had been working sinoe its inception in

August 1961. The Board added the role of editing school textbooks to its

prGvious funotions of printing, stooking and distributing teaching materials

(including textbooks) and of training technicians. In place of the original

agreement signed by Unesco and the Government of the Cameroun a new agrse

ment has been signed by the five participating Member States, marking their

acoeptance of full responsibility-for the affairs of the Centre. F~ve

Camerounian apprentices at the Centre were awarded fellowships for study

abroad, and completed a nine-month training in Europe.

14. As far as teaching methods and techniques are concerned, special

attention has been given to assisting African countries in exploring the

possibilities of programmod instruction and learning. As a follow-up to

the workshop on Programmed instruction held at Ibadan in July 1963, a work

conference was held at Zaria in April 1964 to analyse, test and select

programmes for use in teacher training colleges, and in secondary and voca

tional schoels, and to designate areas where new programmes are needed.

The Conference was followed by a workshop at the Unesco Regional Centre

for Educational Information and Research, Aoora, for the purpose of

training teacher training lecturers (in Psychology, Pedagogy and Methods)

in the techniques of programmod instruotion and learning.
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Personnel

15." The rierso'nn~'l noecis of the Af .Lcan courit:i'iGs' hll-ve "6(;,tinued to recGive

attention, 'foromost among which is the':hGod for ttai!l(ia teachers. Thet"o

regiO'llal'contrGs for the training of tea-ching staff f6f primary teachh··

trairiJ.ng instl'tl.ltoions and oduca'td.onaf adv'i ser-s have continued their oper.:

ations. The "CcntX'eat Makerore Ccl Lego, Kallipala (Uganda) for English':'
, '

speaking trainoes has complGtod itsihird cource since'the incept{on of the

aehemo in 1961jand thai; at Bangua, (Central African Republio) for French··

speaking trainees ' its sc'cOnd cours o , Unesco has suppliedth±-cemembers of

the teaching staff for eaoh of these courses; Between October 1963 and

July 1964, tho Contre at Bangui had 28 trainees from nine counta-I'e's and the

Centre at Makerere ha:d~O tr;"inees from eight countries for 'whom f'o l.Lcwshdpe
, '

were providedwithin:'th6 framework of Uncrco ' s programmo. The Centie at

Bangui commenced its third oou'r-ae in October 1964 with 29 trainees'.

givon tenhnioal'supervision'.

17. Seventeon such projects wore approved loy tb,e Undce f Executive Board.. ,

at its sessions of January and June 1964. These were in the following

fields: training of primary school teachers; primary school inspection

•

,'"
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and administration; trg,ining of home economics teacher.s;rural..",duc,/<~~on;
....-..,._., ..~ ...-

pre-vocational training for girls; and. nutritien eduoation.

18.' As r<$gards. the. training of·· teachers for secondary s chcoLs , . the network

. .91) :.J!lBco.ndary teach"r train~.ng institutions, set up. wi th f'Lnanc i.ad, assist

ance. from .the united Nations Special F1~~ and with Unesoo as Executive agency,

·~~s expanded In 1961 secondary teacheT training colleges were opened at

YaoundEi and Abidjan; Ln 1';162 at .Dakar, Bamako ,ilrazz'wille, Lagos ""nd Zaria;

in 1963, at Owerri (Eastorn Nigeria) and Tananarive. In 1964 threo new

col.Legos were oporied , in Southon! Rhod.es i.a , Congo (LoopoldlTillo) and lfestern

Nigeria. By 30 Novombor 1964 there wero 12 insti;;utj.ons wit]:> 1.750 students

and 110ox]?ert.s attached to the sohools providing genoral instruction and
. ,

teacher .raining.

19. A mooting of tho direotors and the expcr t s in s caence teaGhi·ng,pf

these teachor training ccll"ges was. or,e:anizod in July to

problems of secondary school training and tho ad.ap't a'tLon

education in Afrj.ca.
. .:'

study tho main_." , -":': ~ ~ __ I:'
of socondary

".
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23. The educational planning team set up in 1963-64 within the African

Institute of Economic Development and Planning will be brought up to its

full strength of four in terms of the agreement on cc--opor-atfon betwoen the

Institute and Unesco.

24. The Unesco School Construction Bureau for Africa, in Khartoum, will

follow a new direction. In the light of the recommendations made by the

International Educational Building Conferonce, held in London in 1962, and

in liaison with similar regional institutions set up in Mexico City and,

Bandung, the Khartoum Bureau will assemble doc~~entation on the relevant

. exporiments in school construc ion in Africa and other continents, will

promote studios on these problems and ensure the dissemination of these

documents and of tho r os ul.ts of these studies for the benefit of tho Af

rican ceuntries; aui will -enccurage the formation of national "development

groups" reS:90nsi1)10 for ..?~cpari:''lg 80h.oo~_ constr1,lcti0n pr?gr::?~os and givG

them technical aid.

•

25. Three new Special Fund

school teachers will become

Leone and Tanzania.

assisted projects for the

operational in 1965-66,

'training of secondary

Ethiopia, Sierra

26. The Regienal Centre for Educatienal Information and Research in Africa

will continue to provide documentation sGrvices for Afriean States. It

will also ensure dissOlLinatior, ofthG l'esul ts of certain special studies

relating to school currieula, particularly the results ef tho survey on

soienoe teaching in secondary schools carried out in 1964. Similar studies

,

i;
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will be undertaken in 1965 on the improvement of curricula and teaching

methods, particularly of litoracy teaching methods and language toaohing;

they will bear on tho gradual replacement, for teaohing purposes, of Afri

oan languages by other Afrioan languages and by widely-spoken non-Afrioan

" languages. The Centre will collaborate with the Sub-Regional Centre at

Tbadan into whioh tho National Contre for Res ear-oh , Training and Produ

tion in Adult Education is to be expanded to scrvo as the principal oentro

for Wost Afrioa for oarrying out rcssaroh, experimcntal and evaluation

studies in adult education.

27. In conformity with tho recommendations of the Tananarive M06ting of

Experts on the Adaptation of the General Secondary School Curriculum in

Afrioa held in July 1962, and following a moeting of consultants on the

sohool curriculum held in 1964 at the Regional Centre for Eduoational

Information and Researoh, an African Committee of experts on school curri

culum will be established in 1965. Tho ComIni ttcc wUI work in co-oper

ation with the various documentation and resoaroh centres whioh are par

ticularly oonoerned with ourrioulum reform, and assist in co-ordinating

their aotivities.

28. 2he programmo of fellowships provided undor a fund-in-trust oontri

buted by the Swedish Governmont for the improvement, over a five-year

period, of faoilitios for tho education of girls and women in Afrioa and

designed to train fellowship-holders as specialists in adult education

will be continued. Country projects in Siorra Leone, Tanzania and Ghana

planned to be finance':. from the samo sour-co will be begun, namely, the

construction and oporation of a Women's Training Collego in Sierra Loone,

a girls secondary boarding school in Tanzania, and the provision o~

scholarships for sooondary oduoation for Ghanaian girls as well as of

three science teachers and soicnee equipmont for threo girls' seoondary

schools in Ghana.

J




