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l. Unesco's programme of activitios in Africa has continued in 1964

with emphasis on aspects of educational yplanning.

Conferenco of African Ministers of Education

2. -The Conferente of Ministers of Educaticn »f African countries parti-
cipating in the emplementation of thc plan for cducotional development
adopted at Addis Ababa in May 1961, held its Ffirst session in Abidjan
(Ivory Coast) from 17 to 24 March 1964. Unesco, in GOﬁOpration with ECA,
provided the scrvices nccusgary for running the Conference. The Director—
General of Unesco -attendedy ‘and the Execcutive Scerctary of ECA was'iepre—
sented. The Acting Sccritary-Ooencral of the Organization for African Unity

(04U) was also present.  Forty-five African countrice.werc ropresented.

3. The ageﬁda comprised fivo main,itemsa recommendations of regional
conferences in Africa for the implementation of the AddiscAbaba Plan;
national plans of cducation and progress achicved toward meceting the direo-
tives of the Addis Ababa. Plan, including those covering the setting up of
the necessary edﬁcétioﬁal planning and cevaluating machinery to ensure the
integration‘of the oducafional plaﬁ in the over-all national, cconomic and

social development plany; the financing of national plans of education;
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evaluation of resulte achioved ot the sondinoental lovel in inplcamcnting
the Addis Ababa Flan; nature of the ralaticns betwzew the Confercace of 4

Minigters of Bducaevion of aAfrican Countrics and the Blucniinn and Cultuwral

Commigeion aneél the Seciunce Tommisglion of the J4U. - .
4. Or. this last point the Jovnforeve. recemaeondad kot 027 anld Unassco

-

0T SOVITLG Teiobiorghios baltwoon ih

negetiate and conclide au agr..znm

-
et
&

orgenizationas jin order to sirurgthen co-cporalion helvoes Thow

S

5 The Conference algo rocommeundec chat thoe Univers:sy of Rvanda. the

University of Stanlcyvillc in Gongo (Leogoldville), and whe Univereity of

Northern Rhodesia (Fambie) boe added t~ bthe list of wniversitlos for Afr-ca
drawn up in Scptember 1962 at tae Tananarive Coals: ence vr the Leovelopument
of Higher Lduzation in Africe. Further it undorlinsd 1the vrow that vhe
development »f higucr educziion in Africa should be undertaken 2s an essen-—
tial part of educational planning @ind drew aiticniion to the need to re&uce
to 2 minimum the cost of wniversity education, -

6. The Confersnce also ondorset thoe roo-twcndstions and rogo}ﬁtiong of o e——
the Regionel Conforence ~n The Plamning and Organization of Literacy Prug-
rammes in Afries als~ hald 2% Adbidjan © ¢ - 1§ Macch 1964, and 2ttoadad by
gome 50 senier govornmment officiate fren 35 African countiizass It rocog-
rized anc endorsed tle jucrozsing exmphasis whinh ls belng giver . national
doevelopment ploans of cducation fto literacy znd aduli GAUCAGLON . A8 BN CESEL
tiefll part of the doveleopment of the commurnivy &g 2 whole in dts varichcs S

. sectors and av itz various lovals.

Educational. DNevelooment Plzaninhg end Adminigtreiion

T With 2 view 6o snzuring clcoac so—oDgeranion with BCA in sducational

developaont nrograames in Africa; Unceco hag appointed & liaiscn offiner
stationed at Addis Lbava. It has further assited ECA in commexion Wwith

the propératlon for an acandmiu Survey of the West and Horth Africs with
particular reforence %o the role of educaiior in, and of educational

policies for, over-all developmen®.

8. In order to assist in the development &ad improvement of educational

planning in the Africen countrics, plernimg misgsions héave been provided af
1%

B



E/CN.14/339
Page 3

\the Tequest of 10 governments: Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Congo (Brazzaville),
;Ivory Coast, Libya, Mali, Somalia, Southern Rhodesia, Swaziland snd Togoland,
'thus bringing to a total of 21 the number of African countries which have
ireoeived plunning missiong since the Addis Ababa Plan was established.
‘Members of the teams héve been specialists in primary and sccondary educa-
‘tion, adult education, cducational administration, cconomics of education

Eor eduocational statistics, and have worked in co—operation with expefis of
%EAO in agricultural education, Missions to assist in plaming the develop-
ment of higher educatlon have becn provided at the request of the governments
of Somalia and Burundi. The reports on the missions have defined the main
‘educational problems and made recommedations on means to engure the con~
'tlnulng process of educatlonal plannlng and review and ite integration into

lthe over—all national plan of economic and SOGlal development.

i9. In addition, under the co-operative programme whlch Unesco has under-
‘taken with :the International Bank for Reconstructlon and Development, Unesco
has organized or participated in miesions to four African countrles - a
prosect identification mission to Bthiopia was followed by a. proaect prepa-
‘ratlon mlsslon in November/Decomber, Uncsco also supplied staff members

to Bank missions sent to Algeria, Congo (qupoldville), Médagascar:and'
Mauretania. |

10. ‘ﬁnéscé haé'ﬁiééidéd; under the éﬁfhdrity of the Director'bf the A¥rican
ed.ucat1onal pla.nn:.ng group of two educatlonallsts and an expert in the

. economica of education, wha have in 1964 partlelpated in the steps taken

by the Institute to carry out the task of training African experts and
governmenthffloials in the fiocld of economic development and planning,
?esaarqhiin,this-field,;and_thg provision of advisory services to ﬁfripan
bountries. The group have participated in .the organization of a main‘
bourse of training in Dakar, and of a2 spec1&llzed three-month course in
Calro. The latter course was organized in.gollaboration with the Inatltute
Qf National Planning of the United Arab Republlc, the ILO and Unesco, with
fhe partioipantion of FAO. The course wag attended by 29 senlor civil
éervants from .14 African oountrles, in tho flelds of manpower and employment,
qducation and training, and economlc development pollcy.
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School Buildings

11. The need for school places provided cconomically to meet national
targets for ecxpansion hés featured in many & nationél educational plan of
developnent in Africa. In thls connexaon, the regional activiiy of the
Unesco School Constructicn Bureau for Africe at Khartoum, is of partlcular
interest. The Bureau has oontlnued its work on two constructlon progects,
one at Omdurman (Sudan) and the other 2t Zaria (Nigeria), carried out a

" survey of primary school ﬁuilding proflems in the variocus regions of the
Sudan and co~operated with the school Building Department of the Sudanese
Ministry of Bducation in'itslwork on the design and structure of low-cost
school bulldlng. The Bureau has also sent an oxpert to Tanganylka and
"Slerra Leone to evaluate the GOStlng and. proposed construction tLChnlquOS
at the two educational 1nst1tutlons, a girlg!? secondary school in Tanganyika
and a teacher training college for women in' Sicrra Leone,. planned under
the Swedish Government!s: project for the development of education of girls
and women in Africa. Upon completion of the ongoing projects, ihe Bureau
will expand its functions as & regional centre, oriented to documentation
and information, rather than srchitectural gervice, on specifié projec%s,
with particular attention given to aiding national development groups .

Educational documentation and information, textbooks and teaching methods
and techniques

12, Problems of guality, as well as of quantity,have continued to- receive
attention. The, Unesco Regional Céntru: for Educational Information and
Research in Africa, located at Accra (Ghéna) has continued its work of sup-
plying cducational documentation and informattion, and of curriculum studies.
4 study has becn carried out om the passage from the mother tongue to a
language of wider commmication. .An investigation is being undcértaken into
the toaching of science in African secondary schools. Thése two studies
are.a result of the rccommcndations of the 1962 Tananarive meetlng of 'experts
on the adaptation of the gencral sccondary. school curricula,; To promote

+the development of national educational research and documentation serv1ces,
a2 technical mecting on educational documerntation wnd teaching materials
(including audio=-visual aids) was-organized by the Centre in August 1964,
Forty-three officialsg,: from 29 African cBumtrices, in charge of educa%iohal

documentation centres and audio~visual services, atiended the mceting.
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13, Content of education,tcxtbooks and teaching syllabuses which are _
adapted to local conditions continue to be ome of the concerns of education—
ists in the African countries, and experts have been requestoed tp agsist
with work in this fiold. In a wider context, the Textbook Production Centre,
Yéoundé, cstablished in co-0poration with the Government of Cameroun, hasg
oontlnued to serve the participating Member States, Chad, Congo (Brazzav1lle),
Gabon, the Central African Ropublic and the host country. Production of
materlals by the Centre 1ncluded porlodlcals for the participating countries,
materlals for the lltcracy campaign in the Cameroun, and a civiecs toxtbooks
for use in Cameroun schools, The Swiss CGovernment has financed the printing
of a textbook fof teachers, At its mecting in July 1964 in Libreville, the
Governing Board'of the Centre considered plans for the-next phase in the
life of the Centre which would follow the expiry in Augusf 1964 of the
agreement under which the Centre had been working since its inception in
August 1961. The Board added the role of editing school textbooks to ite
previous functions of printing, stocking and distributing teaching materials
(including textbooks) and of training tochnicians. In place of the original
agreement signed by Unesco and the Government of the Camerounla'new'agrsc-
ment has been signed by the five participating Momber States, marking their
acceptance of full responsibility for the affairs of the Centre. Five
Camerounian apprentices at the Centre were awarded fellowshipé'for gtudy

abroad, and completcd a ﬁine-month training in Europe.

14. As far as teaching methods and techniques are concerned, special
attention has been given to assisting ﬁfrican countries in exploring the
possibilities of programmed instructibﬁ_qnd:leérning. As a follow~-up to
the workshop on Programmed instruction held at‘Ibadan in July 1963, a work
conferonce was held at Zaria in April 1964 to analysc, tesf and selazct
programmes for use in teacher training colleges, and in secondary and voca~
tional schools, and ito designate arcas where now programmes are nee&ed.
The Conference was followed by a wofkshop at the Unesco Regioﬁél_centre
for Educational Information and Rescarch, Accra, for the pufposerof
training teacher training lecturcrs {in Psychology, Pedagogy and Methods )
in the technigues of programmcd 1nstruot10n and learnlng.
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Personnel

15, " The porsonnel noeds of the Af dcan countricg have * ccatlnued $6 reccive
attention, ‘foremost among which is the' ficod for tralnea teachers. The tiro
regional ‘contres for the traznlng of tpach ing qtaff for orlmdry teachér—
tralnlng 1nst1tut;onb and cducatidnal adV1sers have contlnuod fhelr Oper»
ations. The Tentre-at Makerere Collenb, Kampala (Uwanda) LOT Engllsh~

© speaking irainces has comp]uted its third cource 51ncu the 1nceptlcn of the
scheme in 19613and that at Bangul (Ccnzra; African Republlc) for Frencuu‘
speaklng trainces its sctond coursa. UnuBCO has’ supplled three members of
the teaching staff for each of these coursss: Between October 1963 and
July 1964, the Cenire at Bangui had 28 trainees’ from Ainé cotmtried and the
Centre at Makerere had 30 tralnecs from ecight countrles for ‘whom fcllohshlps
woré provided-within® +tho framework of Uncico's programm The Cpntre at

Bangul commented 1uq third COHTDE 1u October 1964 Wlth 2Q tralnees.'

16.' A pattorn of 3851stanco 10 Mcmbcr Statcs 1s dcvoloplng whersby Unesco
and Unlcef co-operate in provldlng in-scrvice tralnlng fQ* tho purpose of
upgradlng prlmary schoo] teachora_andAlmprOV¢ng quallty 01 -primary suhool
Lteachlng.' In nger, train Jng cenfrqs have oeon set up as extensions of. the
ex1stlng teacher tralnlng Gollcges. &uXJJlary teachers han ‘been brought

to thcse ccntres and glven Iour-month refreshcr cources. Mobile tcams of
teachors have also been cstablishe” -y equlpped with audlo—flsuai, demon -
gtration and reference materials supplicd by Unicef, Under a SquTVlSOry
group comprlslng gersonnel of “the Mlnlctry of Educstlcn, ‘and a Uhesco cxpnrt
in Primary Teacher Tralnlng, the mobile teams have V151ted suhoo“s, g;ven:
demonstration 1essons, and ass1stea practlslng tuaohers wlth adVﬂce on thelr
professional problems. In thig Way'a #uch needed 1n—serv1ou tralnlng has
beon given to tcachers who cannct bo Trecd from actual teaohlng to attend
full-time refresher courses. This activity is one of scvérai'prdjccts ‘ R
in co-operativo’ endefvour botwden Unesco and Unicef télwhich_ﬁﬁGSCO;ﬁaé' .

given technical’ supervision.

.

17. Seventecn such proaectq worc approved by the Unicef Executive Board.,
at its secssions of Januasy and June 1964a These were in the following

fields: training of primary school teachers; primary school inspection
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and administration; training of bhome c¢conomics teachcrsgr rural educatlon;

pre—vocational trainlng for girls; and nutrltlon ﬂduﬂablon.

18,  As regards. the training of- tcachers for bcoondary ouhcols, the network

- of-mecondary teacher training institutions, set up.with fiunancial assist-

ance from the United Nations Special Fund and with Unesco as Exeoutive agency,
- -has expanded. In 1961 seccondaery teacher training colleges were'opened at

. Yaoundé and Abidjen; in 1362 at-Dakar, Bamako, Srauzzaville, Lagos and Zariag
in 1963, at Owerri (Eastern Nigeria) and Tapanarive. In 1964 three new
colleges were opened, in Southern Rhodesia, Congo {Loopoldville) and Western
ngerla. By 30 Hovembor 196& *hcrc were 12 1nst1 tutions with 1,750 students
and llO experts attached to th schools prGV1d1ng Tonoral Jnotructlon and
teacher tralnlnga ‘

19, A meeting of the directors and lhe experts in science teaching of

these teacher t*alnlng CClngbb Wwas, orgwnlacd in July to stuay the maln

problems of SGGOndary ,;cho:)1 tralnlng and uhO adantatnon of socondary

educatlon in Afrjca. _

4id to the Congo (LcAyoldv1lle)

20.' Unesco has conducted a %rogramme'of’inQService training for primary
school: teachers invelving 15 posts, L0 6f which have been Ffinanced by Unicef,
which has dlso provided the neccssary cquipment. In all thare have been

900 teachérs-in sccondary schools of the Congo holding vosts financed under
the United Natious Congo Fund. Unosvo has assistcd the Covernment in the
réeruitment for, and in the administration of these posts. In addition
there have been 100 poste of educational experts provided for vy Uncsco'to

cassist in the administiation. and developmeni of the sducational system. -

2l, . In January 1964 thc Spéciel Fund approved the plarks of cveration of
two institutes, the National Pedagogical Institute and the National Mining

- -Imstitute and gontinued its support tc the Natiomal Institute for Buildings

and Publlo Works, Unespo being the executive agengy in cach-gass. -There
hag been & consideranle cffory to noimalize ke finansing 9f.Unesco work in
she Congo. A -considerable part of tho programme will henceforth be financed

Ahrough sources normally. used by United Wations.agencies.. : ..
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Progpects for 1965

22. The programme of activitics reported on above will cohtihue”in"l965.
Some activitics will bc carried on with ncw emphases; and thore will be
‘new ones. In thisz context. a few activities may be mentioncd. In pursuance
of the recommendationsg of the Abidjan Conforence of African Ministers,
Unesco will consult with the OAU and with the ECA with a view to organizing
in 1966 or 1967 a Confercnce of Ministers of Education in Africa within the
framework of an agrecment between Unesco and CAU, Preparatory studies and

work will be undertaken in 1965.

23. The.cducétional planning tcam set up in 1963~64 within the African
Institute of Economic Development and Planning will be brought up to its
full strength of four in terms of the agrecment on co-operation between the

Ingtitute and Uncsco.

23. The Unesco School Constiruction Bureau for Africa, in Khartoum, will
follow a new direction. In tho light of the recommendations made by the
International Educational Building Conferencc, hcld in LOnadn'in 1962, and
in liaigon with similar regional insgtitutions set up in Mexico City and.
Bandung, the Khartoum Burecau will zssemble documcntation on the relevant
~experiments in school construc ion in Africa and other continents, will
promote studies on these problems and ensure the‘dissémination of these

, documents and of the results of these sfudies fof the benefit of the Af-
fican countrics; am will encourage the formation of national "development
groups; responsgible foxr snrepariag soh;ol construction progranmes and give

them technical aid.

25. Three new Special Fund assisted projects for the training of sceondary
school teachers will beceome operationzl in 1965-66: Ethiopia, Sicrra

Leone and Tanzania.

26. The Regional Centre for Educational Information and Research in Africa
will continuc to provide documentation services for African States. It
will alsc ensure digsemrination of the resulits of certain special studies
relating to school curricula, particularly the rosults of the survey onm

gcience teaching in sccondary schools carried out in 1964,  Similar studics
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will be undertaken in 19565 on the improvement of curricula and tcaching
methods, particularly of literacy teaching mcthods and language toachings
they will bear on the gradual replacement, for tcaching purposes, of Afri-
can languages by other African larguoges and by widely—spoken non-African
languages. The Centre will collaborate with the Sub-Regicnal Centre at
Ibadan into which the Wational Centrc for Research, Training and Produ-
tion in Adult Education is to be expanded to scrve as the principal centre
for West Africa for carrying out rossarch, experimental and evaluation

studies in adult sducation.

27. In conformity with the recommendations of the Tananarive Meeting of
Experts on the Adaptation of the Gencral Secondary School Curriculum in
Afrioca held in July 1962, and following a mecting of consultants on the
school curriculum held in 1964 at the Regicmal Centre for Educational
Information and Research, an African Committee of experts on school curri-
culum will be established in 1965. The Committee will work in co-~oper—
ation with the various documentation apnd rescareh centres which are par—
ticularly conecerned with curricuwlum reform, and assist in co-crdinating

their activitics,.

28. %he programmc of fcllowships providcd under a fund-in-trust coniri-
buted by the Bwodisk Jovernmont for the improvement, over 2 five-ycar
period, of facilities for tho cducation of girls and women in Africa and
designed to train fcellowship—holders as spocialists in adult cducation
will be contirucd. Country projcets in Sicrra Leone, Tanzenia and CGhana
plamed to bo financel. from the same source will be begun, namely, the
construction and opcration of a Women's Training College in Sicrra Lconey
a girls secondary boarding school in Tanzania, and thc provision of
scholarships for sccondary cducation for Ghanaian girls as well as of
three gcience tcachsrs and scicnee cquipment for threc girls! socondary

schools in Ghana.





