
CONFERENCE ON LAND POLICY IN AFRICA 2017

AFRICA CALL FOR ACTION

The African Land Policy Centre (formerly the 
Land Policy Initiative) was established by African 
Union Commission (AUC), the United Nations 

Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) and the 
African Development Bank (AfDB) to enhance the role 
land plays in the development of the African continent. 
It supports African Union Member States to review, 
formulate and implement land policies and contributes 
to the economic transformation of Africa in line with 
the AU Agenda 2063 and Agenda 2030 (SDGs).  

The African Union (AU) Declaration on Land Issues and 
Challenges in Africa notes the importance of convening 
platforms “to facilitate experience sharing, lessons 
learning and dissemination of best practices in land 
policy formulation, implementation and monitoring 
based on member states experiences.”  Responding 
to this call, the African Land Policy Centre (ALPC) 
has put in place a number of mechanisms for land 
policy development and implementation including 
establishing or reinforcing existing platforms, 
generating knowledge and developing capacity. One 
of Centre’s objectives is to contribute to knowledge 
generation, dissemination and management in order to 
enhance the evidence base for land policy development 
and implementation.  This objective is being achieved 
through research, publications, and knowledge sharing 
and learning forums. 

To promote knowledge and experience sharing on 
land governance in Africa, the ALPC convened the 
inaugural Conference on Land Policy in Africa in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, in November 2014. Following this 
event, the second biennial Conference was held on 
14-17 November 2017 under the theme: “The Africa 
We Want: Achieving socioeconomic transformation 
through inclusive and equitable access to land by the 
youth.”  The choice of theme was deliberate: it was 
aligned with the African Union Declaration of 2017 
as African’s year of youth as agents for socioeconomic 
transformation. This Declaration is realized through 
the theme “Harnessing Africa’s Demographic Dividend 
through Investment in youth”. The deliberations focused 
on women’s empowerment and land tenure security; 
technology and innovation for securing customary-
based land rights for communities; transparent and 
sustainable land based investments; strengthening of 
land administration institutions at national levels; land 
and conflict; and increasing agricultural production. 

The conference was an important policy dialogue, 
information sharing and learning event. It provided an 
opportunity to further develop capacity of stakeholders 
in the land sector for land policy development and 
implementation. The Conference adopted a scientific 
approach through the establishment of a Scientific 
Committee and the involvement of research and 
academic institutions. It also reached out to other 
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constituencies in government, private sector and civil 
society and encouraged deliberations on persistent 
and emerging and policy issues and research agendas. 
Moreover, it highlighted AU commitments on land 
governance and management; reflected on  ways 
in which youth can proactively contribute to  the 
socioeconomic transformation of Africa through 
youth friendly and gender responsive land governance 
policies; discussed the importance of land governance 
curricula reforms to  meet the needs of the continent 
including responding to the needs of women; 
underlined the significant role of local knowledge, 
traditional leaders and cultural institutions; showcased 
evidence based policy formulation; and created 
opportunities for sharing lessons,  networking and 
coalition building.

This Call for Action is issued on behalf of the more 
than 400 delegates representing governments, 
traditional leaders, academia, researchers, civil society 
organizations, private sector, development partners 
and media. 

1. Message to African 
Governments: 

• Accelerate implementation and Monitoring of the 
AU commitments on land and related resources: 
The delegates strongly urge all AU Member 
States to accelerate the implementation of 
commitments and aspirations embedded in 
the African Union Declaration on Land Issues and 
Challenges in Africa and relevant international 
instruments. They further urge Member States 
to monitor and report on the progress made on 
these commitments. Governments are also urged 
to develop, adopt, utilize and refine tools that 
would ensure the protection of communities’ 
rights to access land and its resources. 

• Prioritize review/ development of national land 
policies and implementation mechanisms:  Land 
governance practices in Africa are complex 
and layered. They have evolved through a wide 
range of pre-colonial, colonial and post-colonial 
experiences.  During this evolution, the land 
rights of the poor, women and other marginalized 

members of society have been undermined and 
their tenure rights are often insecure.  African 
governments are called upon to undertake 
concrete measures to review land sectors 
by developing comprehensive policies and 
implementation strategies that are appropriate, 
equitable, inclusive, participatory, accountable, 
transparent and respond to the needs of men and 
women in line with the Framework and Guidelines 
on Land Policy in Africa and the Voluntary Guidelines 
on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land 
Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food 
Security. Moreover, Member States should adopt 
innovative hybrid approaches that combine the 
best in community and statutory land systems by 
drawing from community experiences in order to 
buttress customary land rights while, at the same 
time, ensuring that the rights of women and other 
marginalized groups are respected and protected.

• Develop and implement appropriate legal and 
institutional frameworks for land reforms: African 
countries are confronting numerous land related 
challenges including inter-ethnic and cross-
border land related conflicts, tenure insecurity 
especially for women, ineffective service delivery, 
inadequate coordination of actors in the land 
sector, insufficient allocation of budgetary 
resources, and centralization of land matters.   
Inadequate political will and commitment also 
impede reforms in the land sector. Governments 
are called upon to put in place progressive and 
gender responsive legislative and institutional 
frameworks to propel land reform agendas that 
are equitable, inclusive and sustainable.

• Build human, financial and technical capacities for 
land policy formulation and implementation: The 
need for professionals that can guide the land 
reform agenda, meet the needs of various sectors, 
and develop innovate approaches to increase 
agricultural production, ensure food security 
and minimize land related conflicts has been 
growing. Governments ought to avail resources 
to meet the capacity development needs of land 
professionals and support institutions of higher 
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learning to equip graduates with the requisite 
knowledge, skills and attitude to respond to 
industry needs.

• Collect National Statistics on Land:  Availability 
of national data on land and related resources is 
vital for policy development, implementation and 
monitoring. It is important that governments work 
with relevant stakeholders including communities 
to collect sex disaggregated data and map, 
demarcate and document land rights and claims. 
Data that is disaggregated by sex, age and marital 
status would contribute in ensuring inclusion of 
groups who often have limited access to land or 
otherwise tenure insecure.

• Promote and Protect Women’s Land Tenure 
Security: The AU Declaration on Land calls on 
governments to ensure access to all land users 
and strengthen women’s land tenure security . 
Furthermore, the Specialized Technical Committee 
on Agriculture, Rural Development, Water and 
Environment urges Member States to allocate at 
least 30% of documented land rights to women 
and improve land rights of women through 
legislative and other mechanisms.  Governments 
should review their policies to ensure policy 
provisions have pathways for increasing access 
to land and strengthening land tenure security 
for women.  This would include gender-sensitive 
and responsive legal frameworks to promote 
and protect women’s land rights. Member States 
ought to review their respective land policies and 
programs to facilitate achievement of the 30% 
target for women’s documented land rights by 
2025.

• Involve Youth in Land Governance: Africa is the 
oldest continent with the youngest population 
with 65% of persons between the productive 
and employable ages of 15 to 35 years. Inclusive 
participation of the youth in decision making and 
empowerment through access to land and other 
natural resources will unlock Africa’s economic 
potential by harnessing the demographic 
dividend. Therefore, enhancing equitable access 

to land by the youth will significantly contribute 
towards realization of the “Africa We Want” as 
envisioned in Agenda 2063. 

• Build cross-border platforms for knowledge 
generation, sharing and learning: Cross-border 
platforms, such as the Regional Economic 
Commissions, are critical to addressing land 
issues within common agricultural and natural 
resources. Governments ought to establish 
and strengthen the regional platforms so that 
they serve to generate, share and disseminate 
knowledge and best practices. 

2. Messages to Researchers and 
Academia: 

• Support multi-disciplinary, technical and functional 
capacity development on land policy and 
implementation: Researchers and academia have 
an opportunity to contribute to the land reform 
agenda in Africa by identifying and addressing 
curricula gaps within institutions and the industry 
to enable land professionals to better serve the 
industry.   They are called upon to undertake 
context-relevant research to meet the unique 
needs of industry, build analytical and innovation 
capacities among land professionals and translate 
research into inputs for policy development and 
practice. Academic and research institutions 
should seize opportunities provided by 
information technology to innovatively align their 
professional training curricula and organize short 
courses for knowledge and skills enhancement.  
Teaching should also effectively mainstream 
adaptability to technology, innovation, inclusion, 
gender equity, non-discrimination, conservation, 
sustainable land management and the need for 
flexibility with changing jurisdictions.

• Invest in Action Research and Innovation: 
Institutions of higher learning are mandated 
to impart knowledge, undertake research, 
publish and experiment with new approaches to 
problem solving. It is only through research and 
innovation that the continent can contextualize 
land concerns and identify the achievements 
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and shortcomings of existing land administration 
policies, systems and programs and generate 
innovative mechanisms, capacities and tools 
needed to improve, supplement and develop 
those policies, systems and programs. This can 
contextualize and bolster teaching and programs 
while contributing to the requisite paradigm shift 
to address the complexity of land challenges 
facing governments, other stakeholders and 
ultimately landholders and users.  But research 
and innovation in Africa is often under resourced. 
Learning institutions are called upon to invest 
in research and innovation in land in order to 
improve understanding, problem solving and 
the promotion of responsible and effective land 
governance policies and practices. 

• Design and package messages in youth friendly 
formats:  Youth need land related information 
that is written, designed and packaged in youth 
friendly formats. The dissemination of such 
messages ought to be through channels used 
by youth. The use of social media outlets, film, 
music, graphics, theatre and others ought to 
be considered because of their appeal and 
appropriateness to the youth.

• Build partnerships with stakeholders: Researchers 
and academia can influence the design and 
implementation of land policies and programs 
that are appropriate to specific contexts. This 
requires that they build or enhance partnerships 
with civil society organizations, the private 
sector, government institutions and development 
partners. The partnerships will also have the effect 
of enhancing curricula design, legitimacy and 
usefulness. They will offer links for internships, 
mentorship and employment opportunities. 

• Institutional monitoring and evaluation:  To remain 
relevant, institutions of higher learning will 
need to continuously assess their curricula and 
establish a well-coordinated, harmonized system 
that provides timely and accurate strategic 
information to support the implementation of 
institutional and societal land policy needs.  

3. Messages to Non-State Actors: 
• Develop interventions that support implementation 

of the African Union Declaration on Land Issues 
and Challenges in Africa:  Non-state actors are 
well situated to work directly with communities 
to develop programs that raise awareness and 
sensitize stakeholders to facilitate equitable 
and inclusive land governance. They are also 
well positioned to generate innovate advocacy 
strategies to influence decision making at national 
and local levels. They are called upon to develop 
interventions and build platforms to support laws 
and regulations which advance equitable access 
to land and strengthen youth and women’s land 
rights.

• Build Partnerships: Non-state actors will be 
more effective if they work in partnership with 
government, private, public and community 
institutions and agencies.  Through partnerships 
they can monitor progress in land policy 
formulation, implementation and review. They 
can also demand accountability and transparency 
in the use of land related resources.  Non-state 
actors are called upon to contribute to good land 
governance by building strategic partnerships 
with stakeholders in their areas of work. 

• Support the African Land Policy Centre: The African 
Land Policy Centre is the continental platform for 
dialogue, consultation and consensus building on 
land issues in Africa.  Non-state actors should 
support ALPC by engaging with their respective 
national governments in the development of land 
policies and institutions. They can also support 
ALPC as it works to increase access to land and 
tenure security among the poor and vulnerable 
members of society, improve efficiency and 
transparency in land administration and develop 
frameworks for prevention and mitigation of land 
related conflicts in Africa. 

• Design platforms for collaboration: In order to 
be effective, non-state actors ought to build 
communication platforms to build the gap 
between regional, national and local levels. The 
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platform could also be used to simplify scientific 
research and present it in formats appropriate for 
use at the community level.

4. Messages to Traditional 
Authorities

• Strengthen the Forum of African Traditional 
Authorities (FATA):  Cognizance of the central role 
of Traditional Authorities in land governance and  
administration, there is need to further strengthen 
their Forum through experience sharing on 
inclusive land governance and administration, 
partnerships and financing in order to facilitate 
inclusive and equitable and reforms. 

• Support Africa’s socio-economic transformation 
by promoting and protecting access, control and 
ownership of land by women and youth: Most of 
the land mass in Africa is under customary tenure 
and is held in trust by traditional authorities. 
However, patterns of land access, control and 
ownership often limit the ability of women and 
youth to enjoy the bundle of rights enjoyed 
by some members of community. Traditional 
authorities are called upon to use their influence 
to enhance access to land and strengthen tenure 
security for women, girls, and male youth.

• Build partnerships with governments, private 
sector, researchers and civil society: Through 
strategic partnerships, traditional authorities can 
contribute in rural infrastructural development, 
financing and the provision of agricultural 
technology and mechanization, including 
irrigation, for agriculture and agribusiness. 

• Improve rural infrastructure:  Better infrastructure 
in rural areas is important and will encourage 
young people to embrace agriculture and 
agribusiness. Traditional authorities ought to use 
their power and influence to prioritize improved 
road networks and bridges, electricity and water 
supply and the construction of health centres and 
schools.

• Participate in preventing land related conflicts: 
Land related conflicts, many with an ethnic and 
clan dimension, are common throughout Africa. 
When they occur, lives are lost, women and 
children suffer immensely, property is destroyed 
and livelihoods are jeopardized. The resolution 
of the root causes of these conflicts would 
save lives, stabilize regions, enhance agricultural 
production, increase food security and ensure 
that communities live peaceful and fulfilling lives. 
Traditional authorities are called upon to use 
their influence to prevent, mitigate and resolve 
land related conflicts through alternative and 
traditional dispute resolution mechanisms. 

5. Messages to Technical and 
Development Partners

• Provide technical and financial support for land 
policy formulation and implementation:  African 
countries are at different stages in their land 
reform agenda. Governments require national 
land policies, independent land institutions, 
funding for mapping, registration and digitization 
of records and enactment of legislation for 
implementing reforms. Development partners 
are called upon to support governments and 
agencies to develop and implement policies and 
institutions that enhance equity in access to land 
and promote increased agricultural production.

• Support research and innovations in land 
governance:  Research and innovations in Africa 
are underfunded despite their importance in the 
socio-economic transformation of the continent.  
By supporting research and innovation and 
building the capacity of land professionals to 
use technology in data collection and analysis, 
development partners will contribute to poverty 
reduction, peace and security.

• Support coordination at the continental level:  A 
number of development partners are providing 
support to land related programs. It is important 
to map these interventions and develop 
country level coordination mechanisms and 
communication platforms to minimize duplication 
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and maximize effectiveness. At the continental 
level, establish an African Donors Group to 
systematically inform the African Land Policy 
Centre of donor supported land interventions in 
Africa.  

6. Messages to Private Sector
• Establish linkages with research and higher learning 

institutions: Research and learning institutions 
teach and train professionals who serve the 
private sector. In order to enhance the caliber 
of land professionals and equip them with the 
requisite skills to respond to market demands, the 
private sector ought to build appropriate linkages 
and express their needs. The linkages could be in 
the form of joint research, internship, mentorship 
and scholarships.  

• Engage in responsible investment  including 
supporting security of tenure for marginalized 
groups including women, persons with disability, 
indigenous peoples, fishing communities, peasants 
and the rural landless: In undertaking investment 
ventures, a considerable number of private sector 
actors violate the tenure rights of vulnerable 
communities in rural and peri-urban areas. 
The private sector should take steps to ensure 
that the collective rights as well as the rights of 
women and other vulnerable members of the 
community interests in land and related natural 

resources are not violated in the pursuit of profits 
or development. 

• Use guidelines to promote, uphold land right of 
women and men as provided for by the African 
Union Guiding principles on LSLBI, FPIC and 
other IFI safeguards: The Guiding Principles on 
Large Scale Land Based Investments in Africa 
facilitate responsible, viable and inclusive LSLBIs 
by outlining clear principles and approaches 
that identify the varying responsibilities of  key 
stakeholders including  investors.  These include 
recognition of legitimate land rights, transparency 
and meaningful participation of male and female 
land users in domestic and foreign/international 
land acquisition/investment; well-defined 
compensation procedures including terms for 
transferring land; when and where to undertake 
land redistribution; contractual obligations 
with regard to the employment of local men 
and women and the nature and quality of 
infrastructure provision.  The Guidelines on Free, 
Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) and safeguards 
on international financial institutions are vital 
for sustainable development that is sensitive to 
community interests. The private sector actors 
investing in Africa should utilize these guidelines 
in manner that is consistent with obligations 
under national, regional and international 
commitments/laws.
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