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BRIEFING BY THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

 

The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) is convening the fourteenth 

quarterly briefing with African ambassadors accredited to Ethiopia to exchange views on the work of the 

Commission. This note provides an overview of the substantive work carried out by the Commission over the 

past three months, highlights the key events that will be taking place over the next three months, and discusses 

some of the Commission’s new partnerships.  

 

ACTIVITIES FROM JANUARY TO MARCH 2016 

 

The present note focuses on substantive areas of work, grouped under topics relating to the 

Commission’s programme of work: key events, knowledge generation and capacity development, which 

includes providing technical support to member States and consensus-building. 

 

A. KEY EVENTS  

 

1. Internal and external review of the Economic Report on Africa 2016  

Held in January, the in internal and external peer reviews of the Economic report on Africa 

2016, “Greening Africa’s Industrialization”, provided the opportunity for high level experts to 

review the draft report and provide comments aimed at improving the quality of the report and 

supporting the evidence-based reference material for policymakers and other stakeholders on 

greening Africa’s industrialization to achieve inclusive and sustainable structural transformation 

in the continent.  

 

2. Expert Group Meeting on Statistics for SDGs: Accounting for Informal Sector in National 

Accounts 

Held in January in Addis Ababa, the objectives of the EGM were to present the draft of the 

guidebook; share and exchange experiences and best practices of methodologies and procedures 

for collecting and compiling informal sector data; and on how to integrate the informal sector 

into national accounts. The meeting was attended by over 30 experts of 14 member countries 

and international organizations (AfDB, AFRISTAT, AUC, ECA, ILO and INSEE). 

 

3. EGM on the draft CFTA agreement  

Held in February in Abidjan, an expert group comprising representatives of the eight regional 

economic communities, the African Union Commission, the Economic Commission for African 

(ECA), the African Development Bank and selected academic specialists met to review the 

structure and possible content of a draft continental free trade agreement (CFTA) for the 

consideration of the CFTA task force and as an input to the CFTA negotiation process.   

 

4. Annual Session of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for Central Africa  

Held in February, the 32nd Session of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts (ICE) for 

Central Africa focused on the theme “Harnessing the agricultural potential of Central Africa for 

Food Security and the Structural Transformation of the Sub-region”. In addition to the review 

of the statutory documents, the meeting discussed the challenges of leveraging agriculture for 

food security and structural transformation in the sub-region. The session gathered 88 delegates 

from the member countries of the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS), 

sub-regional institutions, the African Union Commission, the African Development Bank and 

the United Nations System. The meeting called on ECA to support capacity building of experts 

of the subregion in the data collection and analysis. They also urged the Commission to ensure 

that specialized institutions are included in the field project on “Building the capacities of 

national statistics offices of Central Africa in the use of modern technologies for the collection 

and processing of comparable and harmonized statistics”. 

 

5. Annual Session of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for Eastern Africa  

Held in February, the 20th session of the ICE for Eastern Africa was held under the theme of 

“Institutions, Decentralization and Structural Transformation Eastern Africa”. The session 

presented an opportunity to reflect and dialogue about the role of institutions and 
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decentralization in structural transformation. The event was attended by more than 300 

participants representing the fourteen member States of the subregion, policy makers, Regional 

Economic Communities (RECs), Intergovernmental Organizations (IGOs), UN agencies, 

Kenya counties, CSOs, media, private sector, academia, think tanks and other stakeholders.  The 

meeting urged Eastern Africa member States to harness the full potential offered by more 

sustainable drivers of economic development as those comprising changing demographics on 

the continent (including, expansion of the middle class, the youth bulge) and infrastructure 

development, to name a few. The ICE also emphasized the need to build and maintain strong 

and functional institutions as well as to strengthen the capacity of member States in development 

planning, as key factors to promote broad-based and sustained development in the region. The 

complexities of decentralization processes were also noted, especially the vexed challenge of 

balancing decentralization with the nation-building agenda, management of ethnic differences 

and promotion of national identities. 

 

6. The Annual Session of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for Northern Africa 
Held in March and under the theme of “Green economy to speed up industrialization in North 

Africa”, the event was launched by Environment Minister of Morocco and Special Climate 

Envoy for COP22, Hakima El Haïté and the Arab Maghreb Union Secretary, General Habib 

Ben Yahia. The meeting saw the participation of more than 150 delegates.  

 

7. Annual Session of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for Western Africa 

In close cooperation with the Senegalese government, the 19th Intergovernmental Committee 

of Experts (ICE) for West African countries was held in Dakar, Senegal from 25-26 February. 

The theme of the meeting was “The ECA Country Profiles: tools to serve the structural 

transformation of West African countries”. The 19th ICE meeting enabled ECOWAS member 

States and other stakeholders in West Africa to examine and debate on the regional 

socioeconomic profile and share success stories on recent developments that could have an 

impact on the economic and social development of the sub-region.  

 

8. Annual Session of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for Southern Africa 

Held in March, the 22nd session of the ICE for Southern Africa debated on the theme 

"Implementing the SADC Industrialization Strategy and Roadmap: Options and Prospects". 

Inspired by the SADC Industrialization Strategy and Roadmap 2015-2063, the meeting sought 

to unpack the strategy and roadmap into concrete actions necessary for state and non-state actors 

in ensuring successful implementation. In addition to member states, the meeting had 

representations from AU-SARO; UN system; COMESA; SADC; and particularly the following 

member States: Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mauritius, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

Other organizations represented at the meeting, as observers included ActionAid, Southern 

Africa Trust, Oxfam, African Capacity Building Foundation, NEPAD Planning and 

Coordination Agency; and the Ports Management Authority for Eastern and Southern Africa. 

 

9. African Development Week  

Held in Ethiopia from 31 March to 5 April, the first African Development Week comprised of 

a series of high level events and meetings. Highlights of the events include the annual meeting 

of the Forum of Former Heads of State, the launch of the Economic Report on Africa 2016, the 

meetings of the Regional Coordination Mechanism, the roundtable discussion of the Central 

Bank Governors and the 2016 Adebayo Adedeji Lecture.  

 

Over xxxx participants attended the various events, including 64 ministers, 25 Governors and 

Deputy Governors of African Central Banks, 8 former heads of states and 7 Under Secretary-

Generals of the United Nations. 

 

10. Ninth Joint Annual Meetings of the Economic Commission for Africa Conference of 

African Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development and African Union 

Conference of Ministers of Economy and Finance  

Held in Ethiopia, and as a main part of the African Development Week, the Ninth Conference 

of Ministers was held under the theme of “Towards an integrated and coherent approach to the 
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implementation, monitoring and evaluation of Agenda 2063 and the Sustainable Development 

Goals”.  The Conference began with a meeting of the Committee of Experts and ended with the 

Conference of Ministers.  

 

The Conference passed seventeen resolutions in total including one on the theme of the 

conference, the establishment of a high level panel on international migration in Africa, Africa 

Regional Forum on Sustainable Development and the integrated reporting and follow up on 

sustainable development.  In addition, African member states called on the international 

community to take into account the regional priorities of the continent in developing the follow 

up mechanism for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. More 

specifically, member states agreed that the implementing framework for the SDGs should be 

aligned with the continental framework, Agenda 2063 and its Ten Year Implementation Plan.  

 

11. Ad-hoc Expert Group Meeting on The Energy Crisis in Southern Africa: Perspectives for 

the Future  
Held in March 2016, the meeting reviewed the draft issues paper on "The Energy Crisis in 

Southern Africa: Perspectives for the Future" and debated on the role of member States, regional 

organizations, the private sector and civil society in enhancing energy security in the sub-region. 

The meeting brought together over 40 experts in energy and energy development, the private 

sector, international organizations, academia, civil society and the media from across the 

continent. The outcome statement identified key policy, strategy, regulatory, capacity, supply-

side and demand-side issues and actionable recommendations for consideration and adoption 

by member States, regional economic communities and intergovernmental organizations such 

as the Southern Africa Power Pool. 

 

12. The 37th African Association for Public Administration and Management (AAPAM) 

Annual Roundtable Conference:  
Held from 29 February to 4 March, the conference debated the theme of "Transforming Public 

Administration and Management (PAM) in order to Contribute towards the Agenda 2063 within 

the Context of the Sustainable Development Goals". The conference provided a platform for 

deepening the discussion on, and proposing concrete interventions towards, transforming the 

African public administration and management, which remains central to the realization of 

Agenda 2063 vision and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

 

13. Workshop on sharing of experiences of sharing of country experiences on Civil 

Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS) systems assessments and plans  
Held in February, the workshop provided a learning platform on country experiences in 

conducting CRVS assessments and development of plans as part of a wider contribution on the 

improvement of the Accelerated Improvement of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (APAI-

CRVS) assessment tools and guidelines, especially in guiding other countries that are yet to 

undertake the assessment and planning processes. The workshop was attended by officials from 

civil registration offices, national statistics offices and health’s ministries from eight countries 

namely Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, Liberia and Ghana and the 

international organizations namely UNICEF, WHO, UNFPA, UNHCR and Plan International. 

 

14. Matching exercise between Agenda 2063 and 2030:  

The Economic Commission for Africa, in partnership with AUC, conducted a matching exercise 

between Agenda 2063 and Agenda 2030 at the level of goals, targets and indicators. The 

objective of this exercise was to develop the necessary knowledge that will support ongoing 

efforts in advising countries on how best to integrate the two agendas into their national planning 

frameworks. The exercise is aimed at developing common indicators that will simplify the 

processes of implementation, monitoring and evaluation of both agendas.  

 

15. Inaugural Transformation Forum  

Held in xxxx, ECA partnered with the African Center for Economic Transformation in the 

organization of their inaugural Transformation Forum in Kigali. The Executive Secretary and a 

number of ECA staff made presentations during the event which was attended by the President 



4 

 

of Rwanda. A key outcome of the event was the creation of a Coalition for structural 

transformation to facilitate implementation of the transformation agenda at the national level. 

The coalition will comprise chapters which will focus on various aspects of the transformation 

agenda (e.g., agriculture, manufacturing, finance). 

 

B. KNOWLEDGE GENERATION AND INFORMATION SHARING 

 

The Commission’s knowledge-generating activities and products cover a wide range of topical economic 

issues. Some of the publications completed during the reporting period that have either been published or are 

in the process of being published include:  

a) Industry and green economy in North Africa: stakes, practices and lessons learned; 

b) Assessing Regional Integration in Africa VII: Innovation, competitiveness and regional integration;  

c) The Energy Crisis in Southern Africa: Perspectives for the Future;   

d) Implementing the SADC Industrialization Strategy and Roadmap: Options and Prospects; 

e) African Governance Report IV:  Measuring Corruption in Africa - the international dimension 

matters; 

f) Country profiles for twenty African countries; 

g) Economic Report on Africa 2016: Greening Africa's Industrialization;  

h) Corruption in Public Procurement in Africa; 

i) Corruption in Local Governance and Traditional Institutions in Africa; 

j) African Regional Integration Index report; 

k) Investment Policies and Bilateral Investment Treaties Landscape in Africa: Implications for 

Regional Integration; 

l) Continental Agribusiness strategy: Driving Africa’s Growth; 

m) Rethinking Agriculture and Rural Transformation in Africa: challenges, opportunities and strategic 

policy options; 

n) Fostering Africa’s Tourism Growth: The Aviation and Tourism Policy; 

o) Study report on inclusive green economy policies and structural transformation in selected African 

countries; 

p) Study report on inclusive green economy and structural transformation in Mozambique. 

q) Report of the Second Senior Experts Dialogue (SED) on Science, Technology, and Innovation and 

the African Transformation Agenda on the theme “Innovation Hubs, Clusters and Parks and Africa’s 

Industrialization”; 

r) BME Study - Analytical report on “The market for biomedical devices in two African countries: 

Kenya and Malawi”; 
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s) A range of policy papers that include titles such as Inclusive green economy and structural 

transformation in selected countries; Towards improved access to broadband in support of Africa's 

transformation; Profiling mineral beneficiation in SADC region; and Implications of the Paris 

Agreement on sustainable development.   

C. CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT 

 

The Commission’s technical support to its member States over the past quarter consisted primarily of 

training, capacity development and technical advisory services in economic management and planning. 

 

1. Training and capacity enhancement  
 

(a) The Commission’s training arm, the African Institute for Economic Development and 

Planning, continued to offer training courses to senior and mid-career level officials from African member 

States on national development plans and improving economic policy formulation. New training offered 

included monthly seminars on the gender-responsive budgeting and addressing national level challenges for 

the implementation of Agenda 2030. In addition, a special seminar was devoted to the topic of "emphasizing 

best practices in assisted voluntary return and reintegration in Senegal and Identifying avenues for their 

perpetuation". Furthermore, the MPhil in Industrial Policy, jointly provided with the University of 

Johannesburg commenced in February 2016, with ECA, through its training arm, providing full sponsorship 

for ten of the twenty registered students.  

 

The Economic Commission for Africa hosted the Biomedical Medical Engineering Innovators’ Summer 

School (ISS) 2015 programme. The theme was devoted to “Application of mobile phones in healthcare product 

design and development” The ISS 2015 programme focused on building the technical skills of students and 

researchers from 13 African universities on the application of mobile telephony in the design of medical 

devices.  A total of 23 students and 27 experts from 17 universities and participated in the programme.  

 

Other notable initiatives include the delivery of training workshops on “Institutional and capacity building for 

Parliaments in Selected Arab Countries and other stakeholders to implement SCR 1325 (2000) on Women, 

Peace and Security”, in collaboration with the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia and the 

Inter-Parliamentary Union.   

 

(b) To strengthen statistical capacities, the Commission’s support included a range of initiatives such as 

providing technical support to Gabon in assessing their national statistical systems. This resulted in the 

evaluation of the National Strategy for the Development of Statistics. Ongoing support is being provided to 

the International Steering Committee of the African Reference Frame (AFREF) programme to complete the 

roll-out of 10 GNSS reference stations in the following countries: Burundi, Chad, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Kenya, 

Namibia, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. Ethiopia also benefitted from technical support to the Vital Events 

Registration Agency (VREA) on development of tools for registration of vital events, ahead of the planned 

roll out in July 2016. 

 

Within the framework of the Regional Support Group for the Africa Programme on the Accelerated 

Improvement of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (APAI-CRVS) for Francophone countries, the 

Economic Commission for Africa coordinated an assessment exercise and related workshops to strengthen the 

capacity of the CRVS mechanisms of the following francophone countries: Benin, Cameroun and Madagascar.  

 

Statistical data collection on the macroeconomic and social situation in were conducted in Ghana, Guinea and 

Nigeria, with the dual objectives of dialoguing with pertinent policy makers and stakeholders on the issues and 

challenges related to structural transformation and collating the relevant information to finalize the respective 

country profiles. 
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Technical support has been initiated with the Angola in a number of areas including: strengthening of the 

development planning capacities, including the alignment of both Agendas 2030 and 2063; strengthening  the 

statistical capacities; macroeconomic policies that take into account the policies of economic stabilization; 

capacity development and capacity building for the Ministry of Economy; and the promotion of trade, goods 

and services and the enabling of tools for contract negotiations, regional integration and the Continental Free 

Trade Area (CFTA). 

 

Technical support and advisory is being provided to Senegal to support the country's implementation of the 

projects and programmes contained in the Plan Senegal Emergent. In this regard, and in collaboration with the 

Government of Senegal, the Economic Commission for Africa has developed a programme of action to support 

Senegal's development in the following areas: planning and macroeconomic policy; statistics; industrialization; 

small and medium size enterprises and private sector development; and capacity development.  

 

As a follow up to the continued support to Liberia, the Economic Commission for Africa will provide technical 

and advisory services in support of the development of the national SDG framework, and in other areas of land 

policy reform, improving agricultural productivity, assisting with issues of debt cancellation and statistical 

capacity development. 

 

A sampling of other initiatives include: training on the use of Earth Observation for Sustainable Water 

Management in Africa; a series of activities, including the delivery of four regional training workshops 

(Burkina Faso, Guinea Bissau, Ghana and Cameroon) aimed at improving agricultural statistics and under the 

framework of the Global Strategy for Improving Agricultural Statistics; and a regional workshop on population 

projections; regional sensitisation workshop for traditional and local leaders on large scale land-based 

investments (LSLBI) negotiations.  

 

2. Technical and advisory services  

 

Over the reporting period, technical support and advisory services were provided in a number of areas. Some 

highlights and examples include: 

 

(a) Africa’s natural resources, environmental issues and sustainable development 

 Technical and advisory service was provided to support the continental participation at the 

Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada 2016 Convention, which is the world’s leading 

convention for people, companies and organizations in, or connected with, mineral exploration. 

As part of this support, ECA led a number of events related to Africa's mining vision and minerals 

investments in Africa.  

 As part of continued efforts to support member states in the operationalization of Africa's mining 

vision, the Economic Commission for Africa held a roundtable discussion on the development of 

an African Governance Monitoring Framework. The resulting outcome was the presentation of an 

institutional, analytical and methodological framework that will be used by all stakeholders at the 

continental, regional and national levels.  

 The Economic Commission for Africa, in close collaboration with the African Union Commission, 

has provided technical support to a number of countries in aligning components of their mineral 

initiatives with the African Mining Vision. Related activities are ongoing in Ghana, Guinea, 

Lesotho, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Niger, Sierra Leone and Tanzania. Plans are being 

developed for engaging with the Democratic Republic of Congo.  
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(b) New technologies and innovations  

 With regards to new technologies and innovations, technical support is being provided to the Smart 

Africa Alliance Initiative. The initiative is focused on harnessing information, communication and 

technology for Africa's transformation. 

 Innovative mechanisms continue to be pursued in the field of statistical development. For example, 

an e-discussion on data revolution led to the identification of critical areas of focus for the 

commission.  

 Technical support and advisory was provided to Tunisia to assess the needs of the country in the 

set up of the new information system on sustainable development (SIDD) and to identify synergies 

and opportunities for the use of mobile phones to collect and disseminate data.  

(c) Trade-related issues, industry and infrastructure 

 

 Technical support and advisory services were provided to member states on the following areas: 

review of the UK Trade Advocacy Fund; and update on Africa’s trade with India at a plenary 

session of the 11th session of the Confederation of Indian Industry-EXIM Bank Conclave on India-

Africa Project Partnership. In addition, technical support was channelled to the Port Management 

Association of Eastern and Southern Africa (PAMESA) preparations for a regional meeting on 

trade facilitation. 

 

(d) Land policy, food security and agriculture 

 The Economic Commission for Africa hosted a planning retreat and steering committee meeting 

for the IGAD-LPI-SDC project. The meeting provided an opportunity to reflect on progress of 

the project, share countries’ and RECs’ experiences regarding the implementation of the AU 

Declaration on Land, and approve the revised 2016 project work plan and budget. 

  The Economic Commission for Africa convened a group of experts in Addis Ababa to review 

and validate a study undertaken to assess the gaps in training and research on land governance, 

and identify proposed universities that could provide the basis for the establishment of the 

Network of Excellence on Land Governance in Africa (NELGA). The meeting agreed on roles 

and responsibilities of endorsed institutions, and on the immediate activities to be rolled out in 

the NELGA Programme. 

(e) Social policy  

 In response to requests received from Burkina Faso and Botswana, training on the African Social 

Development Index (ASDI) will be held in the second quarter of 2016. The ASDI was developed 

by ECA and helps member States and other stakeholders to track progress in the reduction of 

human exclusion at national and sub-national levels using a life-cycle approach.  

 Technical support was provided to Niger in the preparation of the country's African Gender 

Development Index. The support included assisting the government in launching the 
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implementation of the AGDI process and strengthening the capacities of relevant actors in 

ensuring quality outcomes.  

 

(f) Governance issues 

 Technical support continues to be provided to Guinea in the area of strategic and long-term 

planning. The Economic Commission for Africa will continue to implement the targeted response 

that has been designed for Guinea's post-crisis reconstruction efforts.  

 Technical support and advisory service was provided to Liberia towards its preparation for the 

APRM country review. Chad was also supported towards the finalisation of its external country 

review. Support to Senegal was provided in the form of a technical training workshop on 
designing and harmonization African Peer Review Mechanism’s (APRM’s) National 

Programme of Action (NPoA) with existing strategic plans. 

  

(g) Regional economic communities 

 Plans are underway to provide technical support to COMESA and the Pan-African Parliament's 

Committee for Education on the process and application of the ASDI as a policy and planning 

tool on human exclusion.  

 RECs are being supported on the alignment of the mineral development agendas. For example, 

ongoing beneficiation study in SADC is contributing to the promotion of a consensus through 

the alignment with COMESA's mineral beneficiation agenda.  

 Technical support and advisory was provided in the form of contribution to the Liptako-Gourma 

Authority (ALG) subregional workshop on the pre-validation of the interim report of the 

structural audit of the Liptako-Gourma Authority (ALG). This comes as a support to the ongoing 

reform process within the institution, including the assessment of its staffing and its new mandate 

to better serve its three member countries (Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger) as well as contribute 

to making it a more efficient technical arm of the ECOWAS Commission.   

 The Economic Commission for Africa presented key findings from the recent paper on “Review 

of Investment Policies and Bilateral Investment Treaties Landscape in Africa: Implications for 

Regional Integration" to SADC member states. Emphasis was also put on regional investments 

templates to be developed in close collaboration with the on-going initiatives by the AUC on the 

establishment of continental investment code to ensure coherence among member States on 

investments issues.  

 

D. CONSENSUS BUILDING 

 

 Through technical support and collaboration that has been reported on the Commission has supported 

its member States in articulating common positions on important issues. Such support include the 

following: 

 

 Backstopping the development of Africa's policy framework on urbanisation and development, 

also known as the Common Africa Position towards Habitat III (CAPHIII) which was recently 

endorsed by African Ministers in Charge of Housing, Urban Planning and Development and will 

be presented for consideration by African Heads of State in July 2016. The CAP HIII will serve 

as Africa’s input in the development of the “New Urban Agenda” which will be adopted globally 

in Quito 2016. The CAPH III, a milestone in Africa’ urbanization and development planning was 

developed by a working group comprising of African member States led by Nigeria. 

 A consensus building meeting on climate change and enhanced renewable energy deployment 

East and Southern Africa was held in collaboration with IRENA. The meeting discussed 

strategies to implement the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) in relation to 

renewable energy.  

 A series of consultations have been held towards defining approaches to the CFTA agreements 

and to build consensus on its contents in order to serve Africa's interests. North African countries 

and ECOWAS have been involved in these consultations specifically.  
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KEY UPCOMING EVENTS  

1. Expert meeting on the African Mining Vision for Central Africa 

The meeting of experts on the African Mining Vision will be held in Doula, Cameroon. The meeting 

will provide the opportunity for experts to review the report on the status and prospects of the 

implementation of the African Mining Vision in Central Africa.  

2. Policy Dialogue on the Zambian Economy 

A policy dialogue will be held, at the request of the Zambian government, to discuss current 

challenges and articulate policy options to support the Zambian economy. 

3. 4th High Level Forum on United Nations Geospatial Information Management (UN-

GGM) 

The Forum will take place from 20 to 22 April 2016 at the United Nations Conference Centre, Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia with the overarching theme of “Good Land Governance for the 2030 Agenda”. The 

Forum is open to a wide variety of stakeholders including high level policy-makers, United Nations 

agencies, sub-regional, regional and international inter-governmental and non-governmental 

organizations, academic and research institutions, multi-national corporations, small and medium 

enterprises, and civil society organizations.  

4. Workshop in Civil Registration and Vital Statistics 

The Economic Commission for Africa, in collaboration with African Development Bank will 

organize two workshops aimed at: a) learning from some selected countries about best practices on 

death registration and recording of causes of death, which will then be used to develop a step by step 

guide in improvement of death registration and causes of death information in countries; and  b) 

sharing of experiences on CRVS assessments and development of national action plans. The 

workshops will be held in Lusaka, Zambia from 2-6 May 2016.  

5. Side event on the synergies between the Istanbul Programme of Action (IPoA) and 

Africa's continental agenda and the SDGs 

The objective of this event, which will take place on the margins of the Mid-Term Review of the 

IPoA, is to provide a platform for African LDCs to brainstorm and craft concrete proposals on an 

integrated and coherent approach to the implementation of the IPoA and the recently adopted 

continental and global agendas (Agenda 2063 and Agenda 2030). The side event will analyze the 

synergies between the IPoA on one hand and the recently endorsed continental and global 

development initiatives; propose measures for the coherent integration of the continental and global 

frameworks in national planning frameworks; and propose a unified framework for reviewing 

progress on the IPoA that takes into account the recently adopted frameworks. The event will take 

place in Antalya, Turkey in May 2016.  

6. Think Tank Conference 

The conference will identify strategic contributions from African think tanks in four common areas 

of concern: SDG implementation, climate change (preparing for COP22), trade and economic 

exchanges (introducing the CFTA) and the establishing an African think tank task force. The event 

is being organized in partnership with OCP Policy Center and will be held in Marrakech, Morocco. 

7. Training Workshop on "Enhancing the Contribution of Preferential Trade Agreements 

to Inclusive and Equitable Trade" 

The training will take place from 10-12 May and will be offered to the public and private sectors from 

Burkina Faso, Guinea and Senegal, and to representatives of ECOWAS.  
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8. African Group of Negotiators Workshop 

The objective of the workshop will be to provide a platform that enables the AGN to articulate its 

research and support needs to partners, in particular the African Climate Policy Centre and the Clim-

Dev Africa.  

 

PARTNERSHIPS 

 

In implementing its new partnership strategy, the Commission continues to work with pan-African 

organizations such as the African Union Commission, the NEPAD Planning and Coordinating Agency and the 

African Peer Review Mechanism. Some examples of the Commission’s new partnerships include those with: 

 

(a) An agreement with the Africa Regional Office of the Rockerfeller Foundation to undertake a number 

of activities associated with the roll-out of the ASDI in Africa, including capacity building 

workshops and communication/advocacy activities; 

(b) Partnership with the UN-Habitat and the Africa Union Commission (AUC), Department of Political 

Affairs (DPA) and the Sub Committee on Urban Development and Human Settlements (AU STC. 

No. 8) of the Africa Union (AU) to support the policy framework on urbanization; 

(c) Exchanges with FAO to accelerate the FAO-led project on gendering agricultural data in the 

Maghreb countries, and with International IDEA, UN Women, the Office of Special Adviser to 

discuss the avenues of future collaboration on Gender issues and Participatory Governance; 

(d) ECA, AfDB and UNIDO have agreed to a tripartite partnership to support industrialization in Africa. 

The partners developed a number of joint programmes including in the areas of industrial policy, 

infrastructure development and domestic resource mobilization aimed at strengthening capacities of 

member states to industrialize their economies. An aid memoire capturing the key areas of joint 

support has been agreed to and an MOU will follow; 

(e) A collaborative action has been established with West Africa Economic and Monetary Union 

(WAEMU) to set the stage for the development and implementation of a regional spatial data 

infrastructure for the WAEMU countries; 

(f) The Economic Commission for Africa negotiated and finalised a total of nine agreements that 

include: Agreement with Africa Progress Panel (APP) in support of the secondment of a senior 

programme management officer; Letter of Agreement with Third World Network on “Africa-wide 

Civil Society Meeting on Africa’s Trade and Development Initiatives and the Multilateral Regime”; 

Agreement between ECA and Annual Investment Meeting (AIM); Letter of Agreement with the 

European Law Students Association (ELSA); Letter of Agreement with the University of Western 

Australia/ MEfDA in support “The Emerging Leaders in African Mining 2016” Course for emerging 

African leaders in mining and development; Letter of Agreement with Overseas Development 

Institute (ODI); and several UN to UN agreements.  

 


