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Foreword 
 
 
The African Centre for Statistics is pleased to present the first report on spatial distribution 
of various indicators – a summarized statistical description in form of an atlas. It is 
intended to provide a visual analysis of the distribution of a given statistic/indicator to help 
better understand and provide exact description of a phenomenon of nature, in order to 
assist proper and efficient planning. Spatial statistics presented in a map or graphic form 
helps to provide easy and clear comprehension of the data. Managers and policy makers 
constantly need to comprehend social, economic and others data in order to formulate 
strategic development plans and programs. Geospatial technology offers the opportunity 
to radically present data in a different way in which it is produced and used to manage 
communities and economic activities - making it possible to relate economic and 
development decisions to specific locations or markets. Typical applications, are mapping 
of the data, assessing spatial data quality, modeling of the dependency structure and 
drawing valid inference on the basis of a limited set of data. 
 
This report is an attempt to exploit the enabling capabilities of Spatial Statistics to 
complement traditional forms of data presentation and analysis, by focusing attention on 
possible spatial relationships and patterns. It spatially represents selected key statistical 
indicators relevant to the current issues and challenges of the African development agenda. 
In essence the report is an atlas of selected key statistical indicators in which 
geovisualization is used: i) to depict spatial patterns in economic, social and demographic 
aspects at selected time periods based on available and published data, ii) to feature time 
trend of regional development based on selected socio-economic indicators, and iii) to 
highlight statistical patterns across the continent. The indicators are grouped in the three 
main categories: 
 

� Social and Demographic Statistics: depicting the distribution of population, 
health, education, housing, employment and gender. 

 
� Economic Statistics: provides a distribution of selected macroeconomic 

indicators, namely gross domestic product, government’s public deficit and debt, 
short-term economic indicators among others. 

 
� Environment Statistics: covers Agriculture and Rural Development, Energy and 

Mining, Infrastructure, Water, Ecosystems and Urban Development. 
 
I am therefore pleased to recommend this publication to all current and future users of 
statistical data relating to Africa’s social and economic development.  
 
The preparation of the maps was carried out by the team of the Geoinformation and 
Sectoral Statistics Section at the Africa Centre for Statistics using data from Member 
States. 
 
 

Oliver J.M. Chinganya 
Director, African Centre for Statistics  
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