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, Resolutions ;l.dopted by ECOSOCat i tsresume,dforty~fifth session

•
(A) Resol\ltions ,which requiresactiol1 by the, Commission, ,bY the Se,cret;l.riat,

or' both

1384 (XLV) Activi ties of the United Nations family of organizations in
connexion with natural disasters

The Economic and Social Council,
, '

" Recalling its resoluti~n~ 1049 (XXXVII) of 15 August 1964 and 1090 C
(XXXIX) .of 31 July 191$5 and General Assembly resolution 2034 (XX) of
7 December 1965 relating to assistance to countrJa,ll which experience
natural disasters,

Recalling the decision of "the General ASElembly "to review atite
, twenty-third session the exper-Imenta L arrangementEl provided for ,in
p~ragraph 5 of its reElolu"tion 2034 (XX),

Having conElidered the report of 1ihe Secretary.,.Genaral on theactivi­
tieEl of the Uni1iedNationEl family of organiza.tionEl in connexion with
na tural dis;l.Elters ,y

Re,commendEl for adoption by the General AElElembly the' following draft'
resolution: '

"The General ASElembly,

"Recallingj.ts reElol\ltion 2034 (XX) of 7 DecelJlber 1965 em 8S,sis~nce
to 'Governments inc;l.Bes of natural disasters and its decision to review
at itstwenty:-thirdsession the experimental arrangements provided for in, .. '
paragraph 5 of that reElolution,

"'HaVing noted the .viewsof the. Economi,o and SocialCounQil C>ll"the
report of the Secreta>;,y-Generalon the,aotivities of the United Nations

, family of organizations in connexi.on with natural disasters,y

'~oting with satisfaction that the arrangements provided for in
GEmera.lAssembly resolution 2034 (XX) and the assiS1iance, extended 1io
Goverriments by the ,Secretary-Genel'al, undertha t resoluUon,have contribu­
ted, 1iowards relieving the distreEls and hardships which fol1ow:,natural
disa,sters,

"'!foting with appreciati9n"t;he oo';.opel'ation,andaElsistance"offered· by
certain GovernmE"nts and providedbYYI;lri9US United Nations bodies and the
spec.ializedagenciies, as welIa.s by the League of Red Cross Societies and
other voluntary organizati ons, in the implementation of General Assembly
resol\lti9n 2034 (XX),

yE/4544.
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: "Rav:i,pg considered,j;J;J,eiriEiw o;f the"Seoietar.y-General that United
"'t:faffons assistance under General AssembiYresolution 2034 (XX), would be

, , , of.,~consicl.erably, :w~g.~:I',,\'l,IlEl and;,benefi t, tothedEl'velopingeountries subjeot
'"£" natural 'disasters if its oondi tions were broadened. 1 , , "

,"Recognizing;tl)e ~mPortance o:f scientif:ie:-:res~al'oh and';mod~rn techno­
logy'in reducing the ,:iropao,toLnatural disasters on 'man and sooiety,

"Reiterating the impcrtance ,H a ttadla~e iO-il.'aequa te pre-disaster
planning by Member States, in order to mitigate, the ef:i;eotsof natural

'd:j.sastersl '

"1.", Invites Governments whioh have not' already'dcme llo;; ;t'O make
,national preparations to meet natural disasters; inoluding administrative
arrangements and vauoh measures as trainingof"reliefper'lpnnel, stook-

, ,pi,:i;ingof supplies, needed for disaster relief,earmarking o~m€l!>ns of
,;t;ransportaticn" the development of warning systems' and ,0:1;': m..ana, of speedy
oommunication; ""

~. ,oj"~ ". ' .. ,

,':,'" ",'!2."Invii;es:Goverrimentsand organizationa of:',the' Unit€ldNations
, ' J3y"j;em', as 'well as other organizations' concerned, to give fUJ,lreoogni tion

to the need to promote soientific research regarding the cause's, and early
manifesta tions of impending disasters, to asoertain anda"sess areas and
p:J.ao\lS 91' h1.gh vuIne rabili ty, and to encour'age 'lireventi~ ,and proteotive
measures, such as the construction of disaster resistanii housing; ,

"3. Urges the Secretary-General, in.co-operation with"the organiza­
tions of the United Nations systemas well as the League of Red Cross
Societies andvo.bhs r- organizations oonoez-ned , ·'to oonsider, way" of. expand­
ing:;a!ilsistance to Governments in ,the 'fields ref~rred' to in paragi~phs
1, ,..nd,2, abcve. " ' ,

'(,1

"4. Reguests the Secretary-General to give early consideration to
tile strengthening of, staff arrangements within tlleUnited, Natisns",

,,,,,', S\:>,cre.ta:r,iat" for dealing with natural disasters ,including -the esta,blish­
ment 'Qf,;:l co~crdinati!'lg,grou'p whose members would be' drawn, as appropriate,
from the existing staff of the Secretariat;

;" ,. ,.

,,"5. Appsalsto States Members"of tile United Nations and membez-s of
"i"t4e s,P?oi'a1.ized agencies to oonsidEiroffet-ing, through the United Nations
"o;l:' otherwiSe ;'smergencyassistance to meet ria tural disasters",including

stand-by disaster relief units or the earmarking of similar units for
service in fcreigncountries, and requel3ts the Seoretary-General to consult

"Stl;.-tes' ,Members. of the United Nations and, members,of 'the' ipeilialized
agenoies, on the types of emerglmcy assistanoe tpey"V\ould be, ina"po,si tion
to offer;' " " ' ,
~'. ; ,., . " ,

"6. Reguests the Secretary-General to comp.lete at an early date the
study undertaken by the Seoretariat oonoerning the legal statusof...disaster
relief units made available thrcugh the United Nations, and, in thi?
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: connexioncto consult, as'appropriate, States Members of the United Nations
and members of the specialized agencies;

"7. Decides to extend for ancther three years the authori ty given
to the Secretary-Generalc in (leneral Assembly resolution 2034 (XX), namely,
to draW-on the Working Cal)itai 'Fund in the amount 0:f$100,000 in anyone
year foremergenpy aiilinconne:x:ion with natural disasters, with a normal
ceiling of

C$20,000
per country in the case of anyone disaster;

"8. Decides, if funds are left from the amount of $100,000 referred
to .m paragraph 7 above, to: authorize the Se,cretary-:-General, as an interim
measure, to expend up to $10,000 per oountryfor assistanCE! to Governments,

catc their z-e que s t , in oo-operation with the organizations of theUriii;ed
Nations systemand the League of Red Cross Societies, in the elaboration
of national preparations to meet natura,lc ,diSEtSCters , ,itc, being understood
that consideration will be given to obtaining, in the future"the necessary
funds for such assistanoe from otherc acuz-ce aj c

"9. Requests the Administrative ccommittee on Co-ordination to review
periodically pz-ogz-amme s and projects throughout the United Nations system
which relate to natural disasters, and to include appropriate recommenda~

tions thereon in its reports to the Economic and Social Council;

"10. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Eoonomic and
Social Counoil an interim report on the implementation of the present
resolution at the latest at one of its sessions to be held in 1970, and
a compr-ehenaave report at the fifty-first ses stion of the Council;

"11. Decides to review atitsc twenty-sixth'session, on the basis
of the comprehensive report referred cto in pa.r-agr-aph- 10 above and the
reoommendatioRs thereon by the Economic and Social Council, all aspects
of the activities of the United Nations family of organizations in conne:x:ion
wi th na tural dis"" ters. "

The Economic and Sooial Council,

Raving considered the report of the Secretary-General on the protein
problem,g

1. Transmits the report to the General Assembly;

11 E/4592 and Add.l and 2, Add.3 and Corr.l and Add.4.
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2. Draws the attention of the General Assembly to the oomments and
observation,! on the item' corrbaLned in the addendum to.:the ,report of the
-Economf.o andrSooial Counoil.y

1386 (XLV) Report of the International Bank for Reoonstructionand
Development and the International .Development: Assooi,ation
and report of the International Finanoe Corporation

The Eoonomio, and Sooial Couno,il;
• c.

Takes note, with appreciation of the report· of the Internat'ional Bank
,·,for· Reconstruotion and, Development and the International Development '
·ASf!«:;;i.a·tio~.'yand :cf ,the report of the International Finanoe JJorpc;>ration. J!

1387 (XLV) Report of the International Mcnetary Fund,

, The Eoon.omioand Social Council,

'''. ' Takes note .)ifi th appreciation .of the report ,of, the Intermttional,
Monetary Fund.' 41

A/7203/Add.l, (Part V).

, International: Bank for Reconstruotion and Development - Internatiomtl
,Deyelopment ·Association, Annual Report, 1966-1967 (Washington, D. C.);
, transmitted, to, members of, the Eoonomio and Sooial Counoil ,by a .note

," of the Secretary-General (E!4593).A summary of" t41e report WaS also
transmitted to the members of the Council (E!4593!Add.l)." ':

International Finance Corporation, AJlnual Report, 1968 (Washington, D.C.).
transmitted to members of the Economio and Sooial Oouncil by a note of
the Secretary-General (E!4594). A summary ,of 1;hereport was also
transmitted to the members of the Council (B!4594/Add.l).

gj International Monetary Fund; Annual Report 1968 (washington, D.C.};
transmitted to the members of the Eoonomio and Sooial Counoil by a
note of the Secretary-Gener"l (E/4596).
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Resolutions adopted by the Ge~eral Assembly at its
twen'uy-thi:rd session

I. Resolutions on whioh the. regional eoonomio oommissions and UNESOB
are required to take aotion

i
,

•

i

I

I
d
I

(A) Resolutions for whioh brief analy-ses of the relevant debates are made

Speaking on this item, whioh was oombined with the general debate,
representatives in the Seoond Committee attempted to analyse the oauses
underlying theunsatisfaotory results of the First Deoade and to pres-

. oribe a ~aohinery and a course of.aotion whioh would enhanoe the ohanges
for.a.·Suooessful Seoond Development Deoade".

The gener.al debate was opened' by the Undel-Seoretary-General for
Economioand Sooial Affairs with a statement elaborating on the global
strategy for development, He stated that' one should go beyond a mere aot
of deoJ.aration setting forth a oarefully prepared plan of aotion, and
should develop a oontinuing funotion;The international olimate was not
favourable to produoe a treaty incorporating specifio obligations relating
to various aspects of development 0 Yet it would' be a step forward if one
regarded the global strategy not merely as a plan of aotion, as a frame of
re.ference, but a.Lso as .a machinery for "international surveillanoe". It
would mean that it was not essential to define preoisely in advanoe every
part of a global 'strategy and that :i,t would be possible to revise oertain
objeotives in the light of experienoe or new oiroumstanoes. Similarly,
it also beoame less neoessaryto express oertain phenomena numerioally,
whioh was sometimes diffioult, if there was a maohinery'for Qualitative
evaluation. '

In oonnexion' with the Fi;rst Deoade he mentioned that twenty-three
countries had aohieved growth rates higher than the target of 5 per cent
during .the period as re,rj."1<ed bJ' the World Economio Survey. Of those
oountries, nine had already exceeded 6 per oent. These oountries were
generally those whose eoonomies were based on the extraotive industries
Or those with a diversified export seotor. Howe-ve r , two-thirds of the
oountries were still in the medium and low growth-rate oategories. Those
were oountries with predominantly agrioultural eoonomies.

Speakers pointed out that the results of the First Decade were
oertainly slender and that the present climate was hardly favourable for
launching a great international economic and social programme, but muoh
could be learned from the experienoe with the First Decade, which failed,
inter alia, because of the follOWing circumstances: the lack of a global
plan and policy, and Of the pclitical will on the part of countries con­
oerned; lack of consistent unity among the developing ,countries, Over­
burdened!internationalmachinery; and insufficient flow of resouroes to
the Third World.
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The.'preparation for the Second DeveLopmerrb Decade must be more
thorough and a. globai strategYan:d.poli~;Y-mli.'st'beoarefully formulated.
The ~lobal strategy should include a programme of action and supervisiOn

':,for 'i t_s J.mpJ,e,lJlentati?n, e stablishment of ,attainable and quantifiableob jec­
ttvss , and practical measures for attaining them as well as fOr the accep­
tance of oommitments. The global polioy shbuld" serve as a guide for coun­
tri~~,3)'onCerned,on international co-operation for development.

, ' ,

•

. "

For the success of the next Development Decade, it was important to
ensure the political will of governments to relate international action to
the targets. The participation of governments ,and peoples at the interna­
'tional", regional and national levels was essential. The waging of an inter­
national campaign to create a public opinion favourable ,for positive inter~

.'national aotion was therefore necessary. ,Mobilization, and de vo Lopmerrt of
human and natural resources, and the transfer, Of' technology and sufficient
international resources to the Third World were also considered very impor­
tant. Measures should be taken to relieve, the debt,,-servicing burdens of
,the developing countries. The, creation of new reser"!8s,'i3hould be linked
wi th the flow of resouroes to the 'l'.hird Wqrld. Commod'{ty prices should be
stabilized. Food and population problems were also oonsideied c~cial.

Developing countries should assume responsibility to ,carry out necessary
social 'and eoonomic reforms and to mobilize 'the domestio res9yrces required.

Speakers from the three developed countriesot: thellesf cautioned that
the progress in the developing oountries achieved during the Fir:;;t Decade
Should not be ·ignored. Average annual growth:,rate cfthe de'18Ioping ooun­
tr:i.Efs was 4.8 per cent, though that Decade did not yet come toa olose.
They alsl} felt that· the fruits of their assistance we.re meagrEi and that
'they had nct been forthcoming as soon as had b~e.n expected. ' .They stressed
the .ne e d fc,r measures which were pragmaticlflexible and realistic relative
to the problems of the developed countries and the prevailing social condi­
ticns in the develcping countries~ The politioal willcculd only be achieved

.. through a dialogue in, a co-ope rat i ve and not, a demanding spirit.

Sooialist ccuntries mentioned, among others/that t4e 'pr9gramme for
the Second De.velopment Decade .shou.Ld fully reflect the measures needed to

'. protect the economio interest of the developing countries ...The 'share of
theseoountries in the profits reaped by foreign capital from the explcita-

. t Lon of'theirnatura:l. resources should be increased. ,Thl' cutflow of
resources from the develcping countries. in the form of, .Lnoome 'irom capital
should be limited, and the sovereignty of these' countries over their
riaturalresources should be protected. They also stressed the importance

..: or the normalization of world trade in the spirit' of the UNO'I'Ap 'principles
. adopted in Geneva in 1964. '

• or ~ , "

x'Several s;peakers stressed the importance 9f ,the' gLcbal str,a'tegy to be
consistent with regional and naticnal plans. III thisoonne:x'~cn}-lIlany
speakers referred to the important role Which the regionaleccnomic oommis­
sions could play in contributing to the success of the next Develcpment

J _

.;,,'

•

1

.~
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De cade , They coul.d .be entrQsted with the preparation of regional plan"
on the basis of information on national plans gupplied by countries oOn­
oeznsd., It was aLso mentioned that for this reason the Meeting of Exeou­
tive Secretaries, with the participation of the speoialized agencies,
offered a useful forum for consultations. On the recommendation of the
Beoond Committee, the Gene ra.L Assembly ad.opted.resolution 24ll(XXIII)
on international development strategy, which is ana.Iyee d in the following
paragraphs.

This resolution had obviously important implioations on the work of
the regional eoonomio oommissions, and UNESOB, although no direot referenoe
to them was made in it. The General Assembly requested the Eoonomio and
Sooial Gounoil to ,enlarge its Eoonomio Committee by twenty-Seven States
Members of the United Nations and members of the speoialized agencies and
IAEA, to be designated annually, until the completion of the preparatory
work, by th'1 President 'of the General Assembly. The enlarged Eoonomio­
Committee was designated by the General Assembly as the Preparatory Com­
mittee for the Second Uni ted Nations DeveLopment Deoade ;

The Preparatory Committee was instruoted to prepare, on the basis of
the;relevant studies, con c.lusrons and proposals formulated - within their
re~pe~tive fields of competenoe - by the bodies and organizations in the
United Nations system, a draft of an international de'~lopment strategy
for the 1970s, whioh would enunoiate, within a oomp.rehensLve , coherent. and
;i.n,t'1grated framework,. the goals and objeotive s , both general and seotoral,
as :well as oonoerted polioymeasures at the ns,tional, regional and inter­
national levels, to realize these goals and ob jectnvs s , It was also
instruoted to make suggestions on evaluation and implementation meohanisms
for the next Deoade , . .

The General Assembly requested the Seoretary-General, iiJ. order to
assist the Preparatory Collimitteein the fulfilment of its task to ).ttilize
the expertise available in; and the preparatory work already acoomplished
by, tho: Department of Eoonomio and Sooial ·Affairs and the seoretariat of
UNCTAD.

The General Assembly also requested the Preparatory Committee to
establish its programme of work and oalendar of meetings insuoh a manner
as.'tobe able to Bubmit to the General Assembly at its twenty-fourth
session,' through the Eoonomic and, Soaial Counoil atits forty-sev~h:th
session,a pre:).iminary draft international stra.tegy for developiileht', with
a view to finalizing the draft early in 1970. The. Preparatory CoiiUii'ittee
was further· requested to oommunioate its programme of work and oalendar
ofmee,tings. to governments and all organizationsconoerned' in the United
Nations'system to faoilitate their oontribution to the formulation of an
international strategy for development.

The General Assembly also took note ofa deoision by the Seoond Com­
mittee that the Chairman of the Committee should innie the President ·of
the Afrioan Development Bank , the Asian Development Bank and the_ J:nter~

Amerioan Development Bank, Or their representatives, to be present on
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12,Decelilber 1968,.tc participate in theCoinmittee 's d±scussionsof the
Hemon the ' United Nations Development Decade, and that the Pi;'esident of
the;European Investment Bank would also 'be informed,of the 'Committee's
decisiqnandof its desire to have his participatiort, or that of his
rep~esentative, in these discussions. Laterthe General Assembly took
l1o,te of a further report of the SecondCommHtee ,that only the, President
of the Inter-American Bank had accepted the invitation and had taken part
in the Committee's discussion of the item.

•

2402 (XXIII) UNCTAD----
The discussion of this item centred on. the evaluation 'of"the Second

UNCTAD, on action taken by the seventh session oftheBO'ard arid on the
oon.sideration of measures whioh should be promoted in the f:lelli of trade
and development. lIlr. Singh, President of the second ee as Lon ofPNCTAD,
participated in the discussion, which was opened by Dr. Prebd.ach,

The conaonsus among the developing countries seemed to beth~t the
results of the Second Conference were disappointing, Several decisions
were, however; noted on the redefinition of the 1 per oen t target for
international aid. Not, all developed countries,howevei'~ accepteiJ. this
target, .and no date WaB;$et for its attainment. The principle of a
gelieraUz'ednon-reciprocal and non-disoriminatorysystemerf preferences
was accepted in favour of the developing' countries, ilirespect of their
exports of manufactures and .semi"'manufactul'ss;' A'declaration was "adopted
on trade expansion, eoonomic coo-operation ,'and regional integra:tion among
de_loping countries. An·i decisions were taken on trade With socialist

, 'coulJ,tries, shipping,landlocked countries and the least de ve Lcpediamong
the developing countries.

Among the factors contributing i;o the meagre resul tsOf the Conference,
the following were cited' • the unfavourable international situation, caused
pythe instability of the international mo'netary system; the cumbersome
machinery of the Conferenoe, including the rigid group system; the heavy
agenda, and above all the lack of :pQli tical will On t':e part' of the developed
countries.

The limited results of the Conference according to' 'the' socialist coun­
"tJ:'ies was due to the refusal of ,Testern ooun'tr.ie s t6 implement the recom­
mendatLone of the Geneva Conf'ez-ence , and the desire 'of the ,We'steJ?n coun­
tries to maintain outmoded struotures in international' tra.de," They seemed,
howe~r, moreino'lined'Lnc.:l the develcping countries to attrib1.<te an over-
,a~l, positive result to the Conference. They stress~a in'partic~lar the
usefulness of, broad exchange of views which had taken place at ,the: Con­
f~renoe,the clarifioation of areas of agreement and disagree~ent', the
new look at problems of trade and de\~loprnent, and the'rapprochement among
the various groups. They also noted in this connexion the resolutions on
trade between countries with different social 'and eoo'noilJic structures, and

.on :trade and eoonomic oo-operation between socialist and 'dev~lchng coun-
tries.. .." .
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The, WesterJ;l count r-i.es., while admii;ting that the, results of the COI),­

f~:I'ell.Ce we:relillli ted ,:;1'Ia1:'ned" ag'lhnst thedang€ll'ofgt'Vingtoo much emphasis
on' tb.e~'tdea'Of faiiu:I'S',,'siriqethii;l"l1jightlead to appo:I'tiOJ;ltng responsibility
among th13':d~velc:ped1l.nddeVe16pi:tig·cbUntries'and among geographical grcup­
ings. They also emphasized the need to dis~inguish between short-term
,possibilities and ~.cng,-term objecti ve 1$ • ,They felt that the rigidity of the
,g:roupsystem,might have promoted a confrontation of'maximumdemands and
minimUm cffers. ' "

Regarding the decisicns take~
most oountries welcomed,resolution

"Board to improve its''inst:l.tutional
that it did not go fare:nough, and

'problems., ' , ' , ' "

Resolution 47 (VII)6f the ~tadeand Development Board establish:ing an
inter.,..governmel1tal, working, group' on ,the Second De yelopment Decade ,10'8,1$ ,illore
cont~ove:rsial.,Whil,e the developing countries recognized the j"J)lpoi-taJ;lt
ro+e of UNCTl\.D iJ;l the p+~eparationsand implementationof .the phinE! f<lX;,. t,he
Second Development Decade, maJ;lY Of the developed countriel$ oonsidere9;',\;he
resolution with misgivings. 'The resolution could namely be interprii"lied as
an attempt to take over, certain functions, that properly belong ,to, the
Boonomf o and; Scoial Council. In thil$ connexaon a ,number of ' oountriel$, "
weloomed thesti"tement by Dr. Prebisch before :theresullled forty-f-ifth"
session of the' Eqonomic and Sooi;itlCounciljhatUNC1;AD was ready tc QO:';

operate ,wi1;h the, Department of Eoonomic and Social Affairs and i;o,o().,.
ordinate its work with'the aotivitiesof the 'Department. ,

On the proper strategy, and meaeure s which mrCT.I\.n shou;Ldado~t, the
developing countries sti:e'!lsed"inter alia,thefollowi!'J.g poi,!'J.:ts i 'l,lNCTJ),D
hadrpaesed it,s deliberative state, and should devote more 06nsiderat~(mto
exploration, o';""sul tations andnegotiations., UNCTAD'smachi,nery \lh'<;>ulcj, be
a,q.jua1;ed to tb,is n"w phaae andreorgan:i~eda,ocorciin!,ly:,The'de~l~p~~
countries .ahou.Ldiahow the poli t Lca.L. will to make mrCTAD a suocess , ilN9TAD

'should adopt a less ambitious approa.ch a.nd aim to'reaoh more llmited objeo-
< -. ',' r:

tives.

, " TheW~st~rn' ~6untries, on their part f'e Lt that' 1;J1~ developing countries
'shouldbe ,morerea,listio in the short tl3rm; and that1;he groullsystem should

be made more ,flexible. " '" , '

,On the recommendat:i.on ot.,the Second Committee, the General Assembly
'adopted,reeolution 24ll(4XIIr) on mrCTAD.Of,~his resolution, operative
paragr,aph 8 required, partic\!,lar a ttenticn 9f thl3 ,regional eoonomio commis­
sions anQ UNESOB. Thl3, General Assembly requested governments of States
Members of UNCTAD, ~he regional commissions and UNESOB, the' apecialized
?-gencies and ,IAEA, as well as inter-goV(3rnmental organizations participat­
itl£: in, the work 'of the Conference, to make every effort t~enlighten publio
opinion ••• ,with a view to obtaining the ,widest possi])le support for the
work o'f tb,e Conference.
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.2417(XXIII) Outflow of trained professional and technical personnel at
all levels' from the develppingcountries. its causes, its
consequences and practical remedies for the problems
resulting from it

This is a question of acute interest to the countries in the develop­
ing regions, and also a question of particular complexity as assessed by
the Secretary-General's report on the subject (A/7294) on which centred
the discussion in the Second Committee.

There was general agreement with the Secretary~General's report con­
cerningthe fact that the problems involved delicate aspects of a politi­
cal, economic and social nature. On the other hand, the recommendations
contained therein were 0bject of a varying degree of approval and skepti­
cism. While it was generally recognized that the exodus of professionals
and specialists. to the more industrialized world centres operated to the
detriment of the developing countries, it was equally recognized that the
underlying causes were many and complex and-that any attempt to meet
this problem should take intc due account the basic human rights of the
individual such as his freedom of movement.

Perhaps the most interesting development at this stage was the wide
variety of reaction to this question among the developing countries them­
selves: the emigration of professionals from these countries had been
differently appraised as a serious handicap for development and as a
welcomed relief .of economic and social pressures, namely unemployment.

As for the resolution itself, the General Assembly reiterated its
reoommendation regarding the creation and expansion of local training
institutions. On the one hand, it drew the attenticn of the developing
countrie? to the need to expand and reorientate their educational and
training facilities according to their development requirements, and, on
the other, recommended the developed countries to co-operate in minimiz­
ing the adverse effects of the outflow of trained personnel from develop­
ing countries.

Further, it requested the Secretary-General to undertake selective
studies of a few developing countries aimed at clarifying the problem, and
in particular to assess its consequences for their economies and tc make
appropriate recommendations for practical action.

The General Assembly also requested the Secretary-General to. formulate
suggestions for ways of tackling the prcblems arising from the outflow of
trained personnel at all levels from developing countries, within the ·frame­
work of ,the strategy of the next Development Decaq.e.

The General Assembly, in addition, requested the Secretary-General to
draw the attention of the appropriate organizations and programmes within
the United Nations system to the need to assist Member Governments of the

I'
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developing countries at their reQuest; in the improvement of their
··tiO'lil. and research aoiivities·· aimed at aBsessingthe magni, tude and
te~i~"ticil of theo1J.tfio'wdf their trained persbljnel.

i :.':'

statis­
charac-

• . 'Finally, .it invited ·the specialized agencies, theregipna:l economic
commissions, the UNITAR,"i,d othc:' ·.JrG'1l'l2end bo.a:i·e,,·.of·the United Nations
system concerned to assist the Secretary-General in strengthening co~

ordination of research and opera.·Uonal activHies. of the United Nations
in this field.··· .

During the discussion of this item in the Second Committee, the
representative. of one ·majorcontribubor of food aid, Canada,stressed that
adminiiltrationof food aid could generally be dealt with most efficiently
on a' bilateral basis,· and that Inul tila·teral and bilateral fobdaid pro-

. gramIlJes were co-ordinated moaf effectively through informal consultations
among d~nors .and recipient countries on a country-by-countrybasis.

It was pointed out that food aid was only a part of the complex of
e~forts to solve the food problems of developing countries in the context
of· planning for·theSecond Development Decade, and that, therefore, it
was important not to lose oight'of the terms of reference in General
Assembly resolution 2096(XX) on l1Programine of studies on multilateral
food aid.". . i.·, .

One point stressed by several delegsitions was that fooll.'·aid would
continue to be necessary as a· suppLemerrt vto financial arid technical assis­
tance, 'but it must· supp Lsmerrt not replace other types of ·aid.·

Another point worth noting was that deveIop i.ng: countries generally
preferred aid to be provided multilaterally, and that the World Food Pro­
gramme's machinery and experience should.be utilized to the maximum for
the purpose. .

The relation between food aid and the ··w'orld protein consurap'tLcn
crisis was generally recognized, a o well a'stherel'at:Lon :·,lletweenfood aid

. and the need to pr-omot e ag!'icultu:ral production. .
". :,

As for the resolutj.on adoptel" on the subject; the General Assembly,
'·in the operative paragraphs, reaffirmed that the ,ult·tl'1atesolutio'n to the
, food problem lies in·increased production iuthe developing countries, .

wi th the co-oper-atiori of· the developed counta-Les ; recognized· thai' an
opportunity now exists for food aid operations to become more. purposeful
and. efficient •.. To this end, tl1e General Assembiy outlined a series of
measures.

Also, it considered1J.seful to utilize the special competence and
exp.erience of the World 'FeOd Programme; urge·d States Members Of'·'the United
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Nations and members of FAG to make every effort to 3,",tain the target for
voluntary contributions to the World Food Programme, and invite.d the
Director·-General of FAG to gi'1e consideration to the po s sdb'le ways, in­
cluding the suggestions by the Seoretary-·General, for making appraisals
of prospective food deficits and focd aid needs.

Pur ther-mor-e , it r-eque sbed the United. lIra tions/FAG Inter-governmental
Comrni ttee of the World Food Programme to take a ser.ies of specific measures,
and the Secretary···General and the Director-General of l'AG to provide assis­
tanoe as required to the Inter-governmental Committee in the discharge of
its mandate&

The General Assembly r-equerrbed also a progress r-cpon.t of the Inter­
governmental Committe8 to be submitted. to the Council of 'FAG and the
Economic and Social Counoil, Finally, it invited the Secretary--General
and the Director-General of FAG to keep under review, in the context of
the Second Dovelopment Decade, the evolution of the food problem in
developing courrtr-Las and the progress made towards its solution, bearing
in mind that this would require an integrated approach.

The UI'lclor..'"Secretary-General for Economic e.nd. Social Affairs drew atten-
tion tc? the need for encolll'aging the use of' applied t3chnology in the manu­

.facture of protein-rioh food from oil-seeds~ More studie~ were needed,
for application il1 regions wheT8 grains were the nain souroas of protein,
on the posaible utilizn.tion' of protein concentrates and amino acids such
as lysine, 'Ih e fact t.ha t the General Assembly migil t not b9 prepared to
takede~isiol1, reg2.rding such an action as a large-scale oampai.gn , should
.no t pr-event the Counrit t ee from constdoz-Lng solutions. TDe impetus GO far

"achieyed must be mf1intained,· s.o- that aotivitie3 011 a broad scale-could be
initiated. a.c an OpP"? tune t.ime dill'inC the Second Development Decade.

It was agreed that there was no need to set up any new body, ex.istdng
organizaiioD.c should be relied on/)

. '[he repreeentati VG of the United Ifa tions Food and Agriculture Grganiza­
.' tion made :>ei'erence to the work that had been and was being un'clertaken by
his organi'latiol1 conoerning th9 protein problem. He mentioned that in the

•
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'. FAObud.get.for J,9P~""1969, a s.eotion had been inolud~<'l-'for the promotion of
'protein~richfocdsas an urgent neoessity. The co-ordinating, advisory
and servioe meohanism of the Protein Advisory Group and its secretariat
had been enlarged and its r-esour-ces increas,ed by ·thethree sponsoring
agencies. He' expressed that the resolution was timely in its emphasis on
the. urgency of the problem and the need'for polioy action by Member States
and in seeking to' enlist world interest and support.

The representative of the World Health' Organization referred to the
medical and health aspects of the protein deficiency problem. He reiterated
the readiness' or. his organization to· collaborate in the implementation of
ihe resolution. The resolution itself, in its operative paragraphs, after
taking note of the comments made in the Economic and Social Counoil, con­
sider.edthat themomehtum generated by the 'report ,ent,i tIed "InternationEtl
aotion to avert the impending protein orisis t1(Sales No.E.68.XrrI.2) should
be sustained by a series of actions that werE) .apeLl.ed out in the resolution,
rta;lsowelcomed the. ac tuon.. takenby FAO;iIE'O:o""ndUNICEF in expanding the
functions' of' the Protein. Advisory Group ; requested the Secretary-General
to prepare and submit reports on the prcgress being made towards the solu-

. tion of the protein problem; invited FAo,'wnO,UNIGEF,UNIDO and the Inter­
nat.ional Atomic En"rgy Agency and othez- United NiL t iol'ls bodies to include
in their annual reports to the. Economic and' Social Council special refer­
ence to work done by their organizations to increase th" production and
uS,e p:(:' edible prot,Eli", ' '.,.,.'.' .

It also urged Governments of Member States to make use of the exper­
tise and advf.oe vof' 'the agencies concerned. with this problem in formulating
their. development p Lans, and invited the specialized ag~ncie.s oonoerned to
provicj.e developing .ccuntrieswiththe appropriate Specialized services

.aimed .at an increased production and consumption 'of protein:
., ," ' , " ' ,

Finally, :i.t invited the iliterestedorg'anizatiohs to consider the
possibility of expanding their activities in the protein field; and re­
quested .the AdviMry,.{)ommit.'teGo on th.eApplication of Science 'and Technology
to Developinent to'relate its work in the protein field to the preparation
for the Second Deyelopment Decade.

\ '



E/CN.14/431/Add.l
Page 14 -

(B) Other resolutions requiring action by Regional Economic Commission~
md~~@ ,

Of special interest toECA are the following two resolutiuns admit~•ting Swaziland and Equatorial Guinea to membership in the United Na t i.ons
In accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 4 and 5 of ECA's Terms
of Reference, Membership of the Commission is open to countries which
are within the geographical scope of the Commission on becoming Members
of the United Nations.

2376 (XXIII) - Admission of Swaziland to membership in the United Nation,

By this resolution, adopted by acclamation, on 24 September 1968,
the General Assembly decided to admit Swaziland to membership'in the
Uni ted ·N ati ons .

2384 (XXIII)- Admission of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea to member­
ship in the United Nations

By this resolution, adopted by acclamation, on 12 November 1968, th,
General Assembly decided to admit Equatorial Guinea to membership in
the United Nations.

ECAFE 2378 (XXIII) - Assistance 'to Iran in connexion with the earthquake of
August 1968

Since Iran is a member of ECAFE, this resolution would"be of apacl a ;
interest to ECAFE. In operative paragraph 3, the General Assembly
requested the Secretary-General, in the light of funds available, to
bear in mind the needs of the Government of Iran in connexion with
its plans for the reconstruction of the devastated areas when deciding
on the services to be provided to Member States.

2388 (XXIII) - United Nations Institute for Training and Research

. In this resolution, the General Assembly, after noting the Executive
Director's policy paper on the strategy, scope and limitations of the
Institute's training activities, as well as the Executive Director's
intention to conduct a review of the research programmes of the Institute
reaffirmed in operative paragraph 6 the importance of co-operation and
co-ordination between the Institute and the United Nations Secretariat,
the specialized agencies, the regional economic commissions and other
United Nations bodies, as well as with appropriate national and inter­
national institutions.

2414 (XXIII) - International cC-operation in problems related to oceans

Al though no direct reference is made in this resolution to the r-egi c:
al commissions or ~ESOB, they would have to co-operate in the various
tasks which the General Assembly has asked the Secretary-General to
undertake in this resolution.
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The General Assembly endorsed in this resolution, the concept
of a co-ordinated long-·tel:mprogramme of oceanographic research. It
requested the Secretary-Ge,\eral tcpresent to the ,ECOSOGat its forty­
seventh session acomprehensive ou t Ld.nevc f the scope of this long-term
programme. The General Asse~hly also invited the Secre~ary-General,
in consul t a t'a on ,nth the UNDP, to consider the pos s i b iLd t y of eztending
technical ass5.stance services to the Governments of Member States whiah
may r-eque s t them' in relation to the developmentcif mineral resources
of their 'continental shelf areas. It also called, upon the Secretary­
General to pursue the tasks of collecting and dissemin~ting 'available
information regarding th'e mineral and other r-es ources of th~ sea-bed
and ocean floor beyond the limits of national jurisdiction ahd technique,
appropriate for their development and of providine- the assistance whi ch
the proposed competent organ of the United Nations may request for the
solution of related iRsues.

The General Assembly further requested the, Secretary'-Genel'al in
, co-operation with specializedagencies~dncerned,to report, througn

appropriate channels, to the Economic and Social Council and to the
Gener,J,lAssembly at' its twenty-fifth session, on the pr-ogr-ecs ach:;'cvod

'in the implem~nt,:tion ofthis resolution. ' , , ,

2435 (XXIII) - Assistan~e in cases of natural dioa~t81' '

In the operati":~ paragraphs of this resolution,the General A83embl;;
invited the Governments and organizations of the United Nations svn"Gm,
as well as other organizati~n'-lcOncerned, to make prcpara.t Lons to" meet
n a tur-aI disasters, to give fu11 recognition to th" need to 'promote
s6~entific .res~arch regarding the causes 9 to ascertai~ anQ assess areas
and places of' high vuIne'ra.b'iLi, ty, and to encourage pr<;lyentive and

. proteotive measureso

It urged the Secretary-General to consider waYi;l of .aas i s bance ";,0

Governments in the fields referred to above ;r-eques~ed chc Secretaccy·..·
o.~l'H:{('9:1,. to giye, early consideration to t.ho c:t.reng+'hel::ting of staff
arrangemen,ts wi thJ,n the Un,i. ted Nations Secretariat dealing w:i,th natural
disasters. '

The General Assembly also appealed to States' Members' in general
tq .consi.der s>ffering emergency assistance to meet na tur-a.I disasters ~

requested ·theSecretary-·Gener,J,l to complete'a'tan e~il,/da\,,,,the studJ
undertaken by the Secretariat concerning the' legals'il'itus eif' .di aac t or­
relief units r~ade available through the United Natiorrs;-"a,llddecio.ed to
extend for another threeye~rs theauthori tygi,:"cn to tll8' "S~cretary-Gen8Y

in General Assembly resolution 2034 (XX), name1y, to diaj-t'pn.the Working
Capital Fund in the amount of :JIilOO,OOO in any orie ye"r fJr emergency
aid in connex'ion with natural disasters. '" "
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Further, the General Assembly decided, as an interim measure,
to give the Secretary-General additional authority in the administration
of the said Fund; requested the Administrative Committee on Co-ordinatio,
to review periodically programmes and projects throughout the United
Nations system which relate to natural disasters.

Finally, it requested the Secretary-General to submit to ECOSOC
an interim r-epor-t on the implementation of this resolution, and decided
to review at its twenty-sixth session all aspects of the activities
of the United Nations family of organizations in connexion with natural
disasters.

2436 (XXIII) - World Social Situation

This resolution makes no special reference to the regional economic
commissions or UNESOTI. However,. some of the operative paragraphs seem
to require special attention from the com~issions and UNESOB, in view
of the contributions they may be asked to make in implementing the
requests directed to the Secretary-General. The General Assembly in
operative paragraph I of this resolution recommended to Member States
to incorporate in their national plans, programmes and research, a
number of specific social and economic opje~tives and targets. The
Assembly requested the Secretary-General to provide, within available
resources, all possible assistance to Governments in their efforts
to pursue the objectives outlined in operative paragraph 1. It also
requested the Secretary-General to give particular attention to the
strengthening of concerted international action in the development
and utilization of human resources as an essential aspect of the activit c

to be planned for the second Development Decade. It requested the
Secretary-General to submit the next report on the world social situatio'
in 1970.

2478 (XXIII) - Pattern of Conferences

As was the case with similar General Assembly resolutions adopted
in the past, de.aling with pattern of Conferences, this resolution should
receive special attention from the regional economic commissions and
the regional secretariats.

In it, the General Assembly approved the calendar of conferences
and meetings of the United Nations for 1969 contained in annex III of
the report of the Committeeon Conferences (A/7361). It approved
further the recommendations regarding the pattern of 'recurrent confereno'
and meetings contained in paragraph 24 of the Committee's report and
in this connexion requested the United Nations bodies, committees and
commissions concerned to review their meetings programmes and to report
to their parent organs so as to enable them to make their decisions
available to the Commiet"e on Co"ferencoo in time for the latter to
present its relevant conclusions to the General Assembly at its twenty­
fourth session. It should be noted that the Committee in paragraph

I
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_..~ ..,.... ,:.,..'.. '.. ";24{1;>1:9.t.J:~J!l:_t~Eq:r;~.Ees om!J!"ll.d~tlJ. ..ltbeLE? ()rtH~~"():'!lJ-~.Social Counci1
should invite the functional and regional comnu aes cne .~hich now hold
annual sessions. to consider meeting biennially. '" .I

•

,', ~'
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The General Assembly also decided that meetings not covered by
the calendar for 1969 should hot be convened, except for an emergency
mee-ting.lt :'als.oEeqffirmed for application in 1969, .that the United
Nations ·bod.ies. ",hould plan itO: meet at.. their :respective Headquarters,
with some specific exceptions. In this connexion, it was stipulated
that ·the 're',gular s.essicns. of ECAFE,.' ECLA and ECA; as well as i meetings'
.of their subsidiary bodies, might be held away from their headquarters

. •'when ·the commission concerned' ,would' so decide, sub jec t , in the case
of regular sessions of the commissi:ons:i' tc the approval of the ECOSOC
and the General Assembly.

In operative paragraph 9 of the resolution it was also urged that
the Uni ted Nations shou'Ld. pLan ·thei·r future "conf'er-enoas and meetings
in accordance with a number of. ,speci,f'ic· recommendations of the Ad Hoc
Committee of Experts to Examine the Finances of the United Nations
and the, Spe.cialized .Agencies.

,
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.• ,In .paragraph 10 of' the resolution, (the 'G""herar Aasembly endorsed
ECOSOC resolution 1379 (XLV): concerned,wi th dispensing with summary
records by the subsidiary bodies of ECOSOC. It requested all organs
other than those .listed in .paragraph 35 'od'the report .0J the Comroi ttee
on (J:lnferences, to consider dispensing with summary records.

2480 (xim) - Composition of the,'~ecre;;ariat..

This resolution dealing with geographl caI distribution of the staff
of the Secretariat at;allleveis and with' the use of the w9rking languages
and with the establishment of a language bonus. and with linguistic '1
balance wouldseem:.to· requir.e the full attention of the. regional secrf'tariat.;·

"

, ; ~

2485 LXXIII) - Salary scalesforthe,profes'sional and higher categories

This resolution on the amendment of salary scales for the professional
..·.and higher categories would beof,·in.terest to the.. regiD'nal secretariats.

'-'-,",
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(C) Ees.olutions "which the Regional Economic Commissions "and UNESOB
may note; r
1. 2377 (XXIII) Pledging Conference on the United Nations Capital

Development Fund •

2.· 2385 (XXIII) Revision of the lists of States eligible for mem­
bership in the Industrial Development Board

}. 2386 (XXIII) Permanent sovereignty over natural resources

4. 2387 (XXIII) Conversion to peaceful needs of the resources re­
leased by disarmament

5. 2401 (XXIII) Technical assistance in trade and related fields

6. 2406 (XXIII) Fourth International Conference On the Peaceful
Uses of Atomic Energy

7. 2407 (XXIII) United Nations Industrial Development Organization

8". 2408 (XXIII) Reports of the Governing Council of the United
Nations Development Programme

9. 2409 (XXIII) Promotion of follow-up investment

10. Decision, taken on 17 December 1968, 1745th plenary meeting,
on provision of operational personnel by the United Nations
Development Programme

11. 2410 (XXIII) United Nations Capital Development Fund

12. 2412 (XXIII) International Education Year

13. 2413 (XXIII) ExpLoi, tationmd conservation of liVing marine
resources

14. 2415 (XXIII) External financing of economic development of the
developing countries

15. 2421 (XXIII) Report of the United Nations Commission on Inter­
national Trade Law

16. 2434 (XXIII) Technical assistance in the field of narcotics

UNESOB 17. 2452 (XXIII) Report of the Commissioner-General of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in
the Near East

18. 2458 (XXIII) International co-operation with a view to the. , .

use of computers and computation techniques for development
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2459 (XXIII) The role, of the co-operative movement in economic
and social development

2460 (XXIII) Human Resources for development

2461 (XXIII) International monetary reform

2467 (XXIII) Examination of the question of the reservation exclu­
sively for peaceful purposes of the sea-bed and the ocean floor,
and the subsoil thereof, underlying the high seas beyond the

,limits of present national jurisdiction, and the use of their
resources in the interests of mankind

23. 2481 (XXIII) Amendments to the Staff Regulations of the United
Nations


