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DRAFT REPORT 
 
Introduction  
 
1. The Advisory Board on Statistics in Africa (ABSA) held its first meeting at the United Nations 

Conference Centre (UNCC) in Addis Ababa from 10 to 11 May 2004. 

Attendance 
 
2. The meeting was attended by representatives of a number of countries and organizations, 

namely, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritania, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, 
Tanzania and Uganda; and organizations (Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa - 
COMESA, the Centre de suivi écologique -CSE (Senegal) Economic Community of West 
African States – ECOWAS, Southern African Development Community – SADC, Ecole 
nationale d’économie et de statistique appliquée (Côte d’Ivoire), East African Statistical 
Training Centre - EASTC (Tanzania), the Economic and Statistical Observatory for Sub-Saharan 
Africa (AFRISTAT), and the African Development Bank (ADB); 

3. Observers from the International Labour Office (ILO), Partnership in Statistics for Development 
in the 21 Century-PARIS21, the United Nations Statistical Division (UNSD), and the World 
Bank, also attended the meeting.  

4. The full list of participants is attached as Annex IV. 

 

Account of proceedings 

Opening ceremony(agenda item 1) 

5. The Director of the Economic and Social Policy Division of ECA (ESPD) chaired the opening 
session and welcomed the participants.  The Executive Secretary of the Commission made an 
opening statement.  

Election of officers (agenda item 2) 
 

6. The Board elected the following Bureau: 

Chairperson:   South Africa     
First Vice-Chairperson:  Congo  
Second Vice-Chairperson:  Kenya  
Rapporteur:    COMESA 

 
7. The Director invited the newly-appointed chairperson of the Board to preside over the 

proceedings.  
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Adoption of the agenda and organizational matters (agenda item 3) 
 

8. The Board approved the draft agenda with an amendment on the time allocated to item 6 relating 
to the document entitled “Statistics at ECA: A framework for Action”. The agenda is attached as 
Annex II.  

 

Adoption of the report of the ABSA launching meeting (agenda item 4) 
 

9. The Board examined the report of the ABSA launching meeting held in May 2003. Some 
questions were raised and comments made on the following points: 

(a) It was pointed out that members from Ghana, Madagascar and Mozambique had not 
been identified in the report; 

(b) The Secretariat recalled that during the launching meeting the representatives of 
users from Ghana, Madagascar and Mozambique were not yet known and that ECA had been 
expected to liaise with the directors of national statistical offices in those three countries for the 
purpose of identifying the country representatives.  The Secretariat confirmed that this had been 
done; 

(c) The organisation of ABSA meetings in member States on a rotational basis was 
discussed. Its merit is to provide member States with an opportunity to share their experiences in an 
operational environment. The Board member from Uganda drew the attention of the participants to 
the fact that Uganda had offered to host the first meeting of ABSA.  Uganda offered to host the next 
ABSA meeting; and 

(d)  It was pointed out that there were typographical errors in the French version which 
should be corrected. 

10 The Secretariat took note of the comments and the Board, in approving the report of the 
ABSA launching meeting, requested the Secretariat to make the corrections.  

 

Executive Secretary’s welcoming address  

11. The Executive Secretary of ECA welcomed the participants and dwelt briefly on the 
background to the establishment of ABSA.  He underscored the fact that ECA had not done much in 
the area of statistical development in Africa in years and reiterated his commitment to revamp 
statistics at ECA in close collaboration with all stakeholders to support Africa’s statistical 
development efforts.  He also invited the participants to examine the documents drafted by the 
secretariat and advise on ways of tackling the new challenges the continent in the area of statistics. 
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In keeping with the spirit of the Marrakech Action Plan on Statistics (MAPS), the establishment of a 
co-sponsored initiative known as the Forum on African Statistical Development (FASDEV) was 
envisaged and would hold its first meeting from 12 - 13 May 2004.  One of the expected outcomes 
would be to formulate the modalities for forging strong partnerships in this area, with an emphasis 
on capacity building. In conclusion, the Executive Secretary reaffirmed the commitment to 
statistical development in Africa and to fostering resource mobilization to that end.  

12.  On behalf the participants, the chairperson of the Board thanked the Executive Secretary for 
his dedication to this important endeavour in the service of the African statistical community.  

 

A strategic framework for statistical development in Africa: (agenda item 5) 

 

13.  The Secretariat presented the document entitled “Statistical Development in Africa: A 
Strategic Framework”. 

14. The members of the Board made several general and specific comments about the 
framework, notably: 

 

General comments  

a. Statistical development should be seen as a dimension of development policy 
encompassing poverty reduction strategies; 

b. The National Statistical Offices (NSOs) are involved in around 90 per cent of 
statistical activities, with sub-regional, regional and international organisations 
undertaking the remainder; 

c. The framework comprised an impressive but large number of proposals that need to 
be prioritized; 

d. There was need to draw lessons from the Addis Ababa Plan of Action which was a 
great initiative but failed when it came to implementation; how best the 
implementation of that framework could have been realized is an important issue that 
should be explicitly addressed in the proposed new framework;  

The framework 

e. The strategic framework is a good package but needed to be improved in terms of 
details pertaining to, inter alia, the prioritization of objectives; the road map; 
coordination with other stakeholders; and modalities of collaboration; 

 4



f. The inventory of initiatives is not complete; indeed for organizations such as ADB, 
nothing is said on their funding of some of the initiatives listed in the document. 
Some of the proposals were in favour of considering the framework as a starting 
point and embarking on an inventory of on-going initiatives, including a 
comprehensive description of the initiatives, their objectives and time-frame, the 
beneficiaries, the geographical coverage, and sources of funding; 

g. There is a need to clarify the demarcation between the respective areas of focus of 
the National Statistical Offices (NSOs) and the other data producers that are actively 
engaged in specific sectors; 

h. There is a need to propose sustainable actions and to take into account the fact that 
there are things which NSOs may directly influence and those that they cannot 
influence; so that proposals should be addressed to the right actors; 

i. There is a need for a comprehensive methodological framework that can meet the 
requirements of the development agenda contained in the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs), the Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs) and the New 
Partnership on Africa’s Development (NEPAD), including the African Peer Review 
Mechanism (APRM); indeed, only a limited and disparate set of indicators exist at 
this stage, with a high risk of incoherence; 

j. The relevance and timeliness of statistical production is a key factor in the 
development agenda; 

k. There is a need to keep live databases so that users could access them; 

l. There is a need for an institutional framework for coordinating the various data 
producers; and indeed, data needs go beyond the NSOs’ production;  

m. There is a need for more clarity on “who does what”. 

 

Specific Areas 

n. The low participation of African statisticians and organisations in international fora 
and international technical work has to be addressed and reversed; 

o. Technical assistance to statistical training centres (STCs) should be better defined; 
the national and subregional levels of training should be included in the framework; 

p. There is a need to boost training opportunities through special sessions targetting 
students about to graduate;  
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q. There is a need to introduce non-marked work into the national accounts; to develop 
better measurements of women’s contribution, the guidebook prepared by the 
African Centre for Gender and Development (ACGD/ECA) (“Mainstreaming gender 
in national accounts and national budgets”) can serve a useful purpose, alongside the 
African Gender Index (AGI), also developed by ACGD in support of disaggregated 
data collection; 

r. There is room for NSOs to take in more of what is being done in areas such as the 
environment within the framework of NEPAD;  

 

15.  The Secretariat thanked all the contributors and assured them that it had taken note of their 
concerns.  Nevertheless, it made the following remarks: 

a. The framework is a reference framework as stated at the second meeting of the 
Committee on Development Information (CODI II) which decided to discontinue 
plans of action at the regional level; 

b. It should be made clear that we are at the starting point of a process and it is obvious 
that such processes begin with an inventory of the existing and envisaged initiatives. 
The Secretariat does not consider that the inventory can be comprehensive at this 
stage.  Indeed, it was expected that, before coming to the first meeting of the Forum 
on African Statistical Development (FASDEV), partners would consolidate the 
inventory of their projects and programmes on statistical development in Africa, 
including sources of funding, and that on that basis, the ECA Secretariat could make 
a synthesis at the national, subregional and regional levels in order to improve the 
strategic framework;   

c. The debate on “who is doing what” and on prioritization cannot, of course take place 
until such a time as stakeholders will be in a position to inform all of us, during the 
FASDEV meeting, on their respective statistical projects and programmes in Africa; 

d. Regarding the specific issue on gender, the secretariat informed the Board that ECA 
has a kind of decentralized system where other divisions have statistical initiatives 
such as the above-mentioned AGI and the project on “Measuring progress towards 
Good Governance in Africa” which is managed by the Development Policy 
Management Division (DPMD). The Secretariat will take the necessary steps to 
disseminate all the tools emanating from such projects in order to make them 
operational at the country level;  

e.  There is need to create a network of the STCs to overcome the huge divide between 
the STCs for French-speaking countries and English-speaking countries.   
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16.  Finally, the Board adopted a set of recommendations (1 to 9) that are attached as Annex 1.  

 

Statistics at ECA: A framework for action (agenda item 6) 

17. The Secretariat presented the document entitled “Statistics at ECA: A Framework for 
Action”. The document was made available to the Board members prior to the meeting. 

18.  The participants commended ECA for the quality of the document and the revitalization of 
statistics at ECA.  They also raised concerns about the following issues: 

 

General comments  

a. The nomadism of the statistical function at ECA is worrisome and there is need to 
streamline the institutional framework; to re-establish a statistics division, and hire 
the right number of people with the right skills-mix to implement the proposed work 
programme;  

b. There is a need to have a data hub at ECA instead of having a situation where the 
data on Africa comes from places like Washington and Pennsylvania University; 
some participants would prefer to see ECA assisting countries to develop their own 
databases and to disseminate their data; others thought that it would be a good idea to 
have a preliminary inventory of what already exists; whatever the final option, data 
quality should be adequately addressed; 

c. The expectation is that there will be greater statistical coordination and advocacy on 
the part of ECA which has played a big role in this area in the past; advocacy work 
should issue clear signals, and identify specific targets and time frames; 

d. There is need to forge partnerships with other subregional and regional organizations 
in Africa, given the scarcity of resources and also in order to avoid duplication; ECA 
should organize preparatory meetings prior to the big international statistical events 
and fora; 

e. ECA’s role in methodological issues should be enhanced: especially in the terms of 
standards for African countries; 

f. There is a need to better anchor the programme in the Marrakech Action Plan on 
Statistics (MAPS) and for countries to monitor the MDGs and PRPSs. MDG and 
PRSP indicators should be linked to the whole statistical system. There is a model of 
a master plan which could be used for that purpose; 
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Specific comments  

g. Countries’ expectations in terms of technical assistance from ECA are high; 

h. Once again, statistical activities are essentially carried out at the national level, which 
calls for the empowerment of national statistical systems (NSSs) rather than 
subregional and regional statistical systems; 

i. A time-frame should be defined for the proposed work programme, in view of the 
human and financial resources considerations; 

j. The bias towards economic statisticians in the proposed recruitment programme to 
the detriment of social statisticians should be watched; 

 

Information provided by some organizations  

k. PARIS 21 recalled its role in terms of “helping to work together”, informed the 
Board on the ongoing work done with the Luxembourg group on statistical 
harmonization, and also offered to support the proposed Regional Knowledge and 
Support centre (REKSA); 

l. ADB briefed the Board about the partnerships forged with various institutions within 
the framework of ICP-AFRICA, which is a framework for statistical capacity-
building without any limitations on the subject-areas; the approach being to establish 
an inventory, identify the gaps and intervene singly or in concert with other 
institutions; 

m. AFRISTAT briefed the Board on some of its ongoing projects such as its role in 
assisting NSOs of its member States to set up websites, the second generation of live 
databases, and projects on the improvement of the General Data Dissemination 
System (GDDS); 

n. The STCs commended ECA for its past active involvement in the establishment of 
some STCs in Africa; they also raised their concerns in regard to the funding of 
specific training programmes for trainers in the countries concerned, networking 
among them, and support to methodological frameworks.  Statistical training 
programmes should be revised in order to extend their coverage to issues such as 
official statistics, management of national statistical systems, and the new 
development agenda. 
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19. The Secretariat thanked all the contributors and gave the following clarifications: 

a. The institutional framework will be examined by ECA top management; 

b. It should be borne in mind that ECA’s mandate is related to advocacy, consensus 
building on policy issues, and technical assistance;   

c. It is important to discuss advocacy purposes during ABSA meetings because ABSA 
resolutions are examined by the Committee on Development Information (CODI) 
and then by ECA Conference of Ministers; 

d. The secretariat will take into account most of the very useful comments. 

20. Finally, the Board adopted a set of recommendations (10 to 20) that are attached as Annex 1. 

 

Work programme 2004-2005 (agenda item 7) 

 

21. The Secretariat presented the work programme of the statistics team in the Economic and 
Social Policy Division (ESPD).  

22. The Board reiterated some of the comments made on item 6.  

23. Emphasis was particularly put on the need to be realistic in the implementation of the work 
programme in view of the scarcity of resources available at ECA. The work programme 
should be seen as a variable-geometry programme. Some prioritization should be done, and 
for its implementation, ECA should work out partnership arrangements, taking stock of the 
various experiences and the comparative advantage of each partner. Regarding national 
accounts, for instance, seven pilot studies are being conducted by ADB.  

24. The need for ECA to support activities related to data and best practices dissemination was 
stressed. This would strengthen the ongoing efforts of AFRISTAT and ECOWAS to provide 
Internet facilities and websites to the NSOs of their member States.   

25. The Secretariat thanked all the contributors and took note of the recommendations made. 

 

Information society and ICTs indicators (agenda item 8) 

26.  The representative of the Development Information Services Division (DISD) made a 
presentation on “Information Society Statistics” where emphasis was put on the emerging 
statistical activities and the key challenges in information society statistics, namely, the 
increasing complexity of information and communication technologies (ICTs), identifying 
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the right indicators; and the sustainability of data collection.  DISD attaches a great deal of 
importance to monitoring ICTs for development and the e-measurement dimensions 
(demand-side, supply-side and ICT usage).  The Division also explained the Commission’s 
role in the Information Society Statistics framework and presented the SCAN-ICT project 
comprising an organizational framework, methodology, data collection and processing, 
results dissemination and utilization.  Among the questions raised are those pertaining to the 
readiness of African NSOs to collect such kinds of data; the coordination of the data 
collection process among the various components of the national statistical systems; and the 
training aspects; 

27. In the view of some participants, the Information Society Statistics framework does not 
match the context of African countries, which are characterized by a lack of minimum 
infrastructures.  It seemed to them that some essential steps are being overlooked, and it may 
prove difficult for the NSOs to collect this kind of data in their environment of lack of 
material and financial resources. 

28. DISD representatives indicated that this data are already collected by the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU) in all countries without the involvement of the NSOs. But 
because of their importance in the monitoring of development policies, it had become 
necessary to involve African NSOs in the data collection and processing.  Indeed ICTs are a 
means to poverty reduction and to meeting some of the MDGs. 

29.  The Board agreed to recommend that ECA should cooperate with the national statistical 
systems to embark on the collection of statistics on Information and communication 
technologies for development in a harmonized framework. 

 

Any other business (agenda item 9) 

30. The members of the Board underscored their concern as to the short notice they had been 
given in the dissemination of the theme and the technical materials for the African Statistics 
Day celebration. The embargo issue was also raised as NSOs used to promote the event on 
the Television and Radio News the day before 18 November in order to reach as many 
people as possible **.  Accordingly, the Board agreed to the recommendation that the 
communiqué should be released on 17 November.   

31. In sum, the Board took note of proposals under the following areas: 

a. Statistics in support of management for development results; 

b. Governance; 

c. Statistical development as an integral part of economic and social development; and 

d. Promotion of unemployment statistics.  
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32. After an exchange of viewpoints, it was decided to leave the responsibility of proposing a 
theme to the Secretariat.  

33. The Board did not discuss the sub-item concerning the proposal of themes and issues for 
CODI-IV. The Secretariat will make proposals in due course.   

34.  The Director of the Economic and Social Policy Division (ESPD) proposed to change the 
appellation of ESPD to either “Statistics, Economic and Social Policy Division” or 
“Economic and Social Policy and Statistics Division”.  Some members of the Board 
proposed to introduce the word analysis in the name to make sense.  Finally, the Board 
agreed on “Statistics, Analysis and Socio-Economic Policy Division”.  

 

Provisional agenda, date and venue for the second session of ABSA  

(agenda item 10) 

35. The Board member from the Uganda Bureau of Statistics (UBOS) reiterated the offer of 
UBOS to host the coming ABSA meeting. The Secretariat will make proposals on the date 
and agenda of the second session of ABSA.  

 

Closing remarks  

36. The Executive Secretary joined the Board for the closing ceremony, where the 
recommendations were read and approved by the Board.   

37. Thanking the participants for coming and sharing with ECA their concerns about statistics, 
he promised to earnestly consider the Board’s recommendations.  It was never too late to 
revamp statistics at ECA.  Regarding the work programme, United Nations procedures were 
still a pertinent issue but it was recognized that some flexibility had been introduced into the 
process of elaborating work programmes.  The Board was informed that revision of the work 
programme for 2004-2005 would soon be underway and discussions would commence on 
the work programme 2006-2007.  This would be an opportunity to bring on board the 
proposals discussed during the ABSA launching meeting. 

38. The Executive Secretary also stressed the need for an African position in all domains and in 
statistics as well.  Deriving from that was the need to formulate a statistical dimension of the 
NEPAD document in order to consolidate the adequate tools for its monitoring and 
evaluation.  

39. In anticipation of the envisaged FASDEV meeting, he underscored the importance of 
partnership among the various stakeholders in Africa’s statistical development systems.  
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Annex I:  
 

Recommendations 
 
While appreciating the great effort made by ECA to design a framework for statistical development 
in Africa as recommended by CODI, the ABSA meeting recommends as follows: 
 
1. To enhance the exercise of taking stock of current and foreseen statistical initiatives in the 

region, it is recommended that the list provided in the draft framework be enhanced by: 
 

(a)  Making sure that it is complete; 
 
(b)  Providing relevant details /profiles about the initiatives, including the beneficiaries, 

their time frames, geographic coverage, funding by source and amounts; etc. 
 

2. Countries should be urged to design and implement statistical master plans, taking into 
account their own conditions. These plans should be designed to support policy initiatives, 
provide a road map for the development of the whole statistical system and be used for 
resource mobilization. 

 
3.  Countries, subregional and regional organizations should use the strategic framework as a 

basis for designing their own statistical master plans; 
 
4. The meeting noted with great concern the low level of representation of African countries in 

international fora and the low representation of Africa’s views concerning development of 
international standards, methodologies and frameworks. In this connection, it is 
recommended that: 

 
(a) Before major international statistical events, e.g. the UN Statistical Commission, 

ECA should convene meetings leading to a regional position; 
 

(b) Technical working groups should be set up to work on various subjects. ECA will 
coordinate the constitution of these working groups, in close collaboration with 
regional and sub-regional organizations, which will take the lead in organizing the 
discussions and/or convening meeting in specific areas. and 

 
(c) Governments and development partners are urged to facilitate the participation of 

African statisticians in major international meetings. 
 
5.  The Board recommends that the statistical community in Africa should work closely with 

other stakeholders to establish system for monitoring and implementation of African 
development agendas (NEPAD, PRSP, MDGs, etc) 

 
6.  It is recommended that the statistical training centres should be strengthened and links 

between them established. The curricula should be reviewed taking into account emerging 
development issues  

 12



 
7.  Networking and information sharing should be encouraged and promoted among data 

producers and users in countries; among sub-regional and regional organizations; and among 
donor agencies and international organizations at all levels; 

 
8.  In connection with the previous recommendation, it is recommended that the processes of 

developing appropriate peer review methodologies should be embarked upon. 
 
9.  Regarding the gender data issues, the Board recommends as follows: 
 

(a) Reforming the National Statistical Systems (NSSs) to introduce regular household 
surveys, including time use studies, as part of their normal data collection services, to 
generate vital gender-disaggregated data; 

 
(b) Adopting Satellite Accounts of Household Production (SAHP) to provide a database 

for strategic planning and policy analysis to identify more equitable and sustainable 
development options.  

 
The Board appreciated the work done by ECA to develop the ECA statistics framework for action. 
Concerning the strategic directions, the Board also appreciated the action taken by ECA leadership 
to revamp the statistics function, especially with regard to human resources. Given the ECA 
statistics framework for action and the work programme as presented by the ECA Secretariat, it is 
recommended that: 
 
10. The number of the staff should be increased with the right skills-mix;  
 
11.  The time frame for the initiative should be five (5) years. The implementation will be 

monitored and reviewed after five (5) years. 
 
12.  ECA should also include social statistics and indicators for MDGs and NEPAD in its work 

programme. 
 
The work programme as presented is comprehensive. It is, therefore, recommended that:  
 
13. Some prioritization should be done; 
 
14. ECA should work out arrangements with partners in order to implement the statistical 

programme, taking into consideration work already being done by these partners; 
 
While it is important that ECA builds a Data Hub for the provision of development data on Africa, it 
is recommended that: 
 
15. ECA assists countries to develop socio-economic databases that can then be networked; 
 
16. The databases should be easy to access and use; 
 
17. Data quality issues should be addressed in developing these databases. 
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18.  ECA should put emphasis on development and implementation of standards and frameworks 
to ensure that there is coherence in African statistics. 

 
19.  Advocacy work should have clear messages, targets, time frames and partnerships 

arrangements for its implementation. 
 
20.  ECA should cooperate with the National Statistical Systems (NSSs) to begin collecting 

statistics on Information and communication technologies for development in a harmonized 
framework. 

 
21.  ECA should work with the training centres in Africa to review programmes including: 

a) Official statistics; 
b) New development agenda in order to make statistical work relevant to these agenda.  

 
22. It is recommended that ECA assist training centres with teaching materials and organizing of 

short courses and workshops in selected areas. 
 
23.  The Board proposed the new name of the Division in charge of statistics as «Statistics, 

Analysis and Socio-Economic Policy Division».  
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Annex 2:   
 

Provisional agenda 
 
1. Opening Ceremony 
 
2. Election of officers 

 
3. Adoption of the agenda and organizational matters 

 
4. Adoption of the report of ABSA launching meeting  

 
5. Statistical Development in Africa: A Strategic Framework  
 
6. Statistics at ECA: A framework for action 
 
7. Work programme 2004-2005 
 
8. Information society and ICT indicators 
 
9. Any other business 
 

• African Statistics Day 2004  
• Proposal of themes and issues to be discuss during CODI-IV 
• Any other business 
 

10. Provisional agenda, date and venue for the second session of ABSA.  
 
11. Conclusions and recommendations of ABSA first session.  
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Annex 3:  List of documents distributed 
 
Documents  Codes 
  
List of documents  ECA/ABSA/05/2004/E01 
Provisional list of participants ECA/ABSA/05/2004/E02 
Terms of reference of ABSA ECA/ABSA/05/2004/E03 
Draft provisional annotated agenda ECA/ABSA/05/2004/E04 
Provisional programme of work ECA/ABSA/05/2004/E05 
Report of the launching meeting of ABSA ECA/ABSA/05/2004/E06 
Statistical Development in Africa: A strategic framework (STAT-
AFRICA) 

ECA/ABSA/05/2004/E07 

Statistics at ECA: A framework for action ECA/ABSA/05/2004/E08 
ECA Statistics programme of work ECA/ABSA/05/2004/E09 
Information society statistics  ECA/ABSA/05/2004/E10 
African Statistics Day Themes (1993-2003) ECA/ABSA/05/2004/E11 
CODI Themes of the workshop (2001-2003) ECA/ABSA/05/2004/E12 
Recommendations ECA/ABSA/05/2004/E13 
  
Background documents   
Report of the ICP-Africa Governing Board meeting ECA/ABSA/05/2004/E14 
Report of the Un Statistical Commission  ECA/ABSA/05/2004/E15 
Report of the meeting on information society statistics  ECA/ABSA/05/2004/E16 
Report of the workshop on SCAN-ICT Review  ECA/ABSA/05/2004/E17 
 



Annex 4: List of participants for ABSA Meeting 
 

 

N Name Country Membership Organization Title Address 

1 Ms. Dorothée OUISSIKA Congo Board Member CNSEE Director General 

B.P: 2031 
Brazzaville, Congo 
Tel: 242 815909 
Email: cnsee@hotmail.com 

2 Mr. Anthony K.M. KILELE  Kenya Board Member CBS  
 Ag. Director 

P.O. Box 30266 
Nairobi, 
Tel: 254 2 340929/ 333970 
Fax: 254 2 333030 
Email : director@cbs.go.ke 

3 Mr. Risenga MALULEKE 
 
South Africa 
 

Board member 
 
SSA 
 

 
Executive 
Manager 

Private Bag X44 
Pretoria 0001, South Africa 
Tel : 27 12 3102106 
Fax : 27 12 3106065 
Email: risenga@statssa.gov.za 

4 
Mr. John Brice  
RANDRIANASOLO 
 

Madagascar Board Member Cabinet du Premier 
Ministre 

Conseiller 
technique auprès 
du Premier 
Ministre 

Antananarivo, Madagascar  
Tel: 261 20 2230998 
Fax:261 20 2230998 
Email: conseillers.pm@wanadoo.mg 

5 Mr. Akou ADJOGOU  
 
Nigeria 
 

Board Member ECOWAS  Ag. Head, 
Statistics Division 

P.M.B. 401, Abuja, Nigeria 
Tel.: 234 9 3147637 Fax: 234 9 3147646 
Email: adjogouakou@hotmail.com 

6 Mr. Themba MUNALULA 
 
Zambia 
 

Board member 
 
COMESA 
 

Senior Statistician 

Lusaka  
Ben Bella Road 
P.O. Box 30051;  
Lusaka, Zambia 
Tel:  260 1229726 Fax:  260 1221185 
Email:  tmunalula@comesa.int 

7 Mr. Arthur NEMAKONDE 
 Botswana Board member SADC Statistician 

Private Bag 0095 
Gaborone, Botswana 
Tel: 267 3951863 Fax: 267 3951863 
Email: anemakonde@sadc.int 

8 Dr. Vitalis E. MUBA Tanzania Board member EASTC Chief Executive 
Officer 

P.O. Box 35103 
Dar-es-Salaam, United Republic of Tanzania 
Tel : (255 22) 241 00 52 Fax.: (255 22) 241 00 53 
Email: eastc@ud.co.tz 
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N Name Country Membership Organization Title Address 

9 Mr. Kouadi Hugues 
KOUASSI Côte d'Ivoire Board member ENSEA Directeur des 

études 

08 B.P. 03 Abidjan 08, Côte d'Ivoire 
Tel: 225 22 444115 Fax: 225 22 443988 
Email: nguessan@ensea.ed.ci 

10 Mr Augusto Roku MESANI Cameroun Board member ISSEA Directeur 

P.O.Box 294 
Yaoundé, Cameroun 
Tel: 237 22 20134 Fax: 237 22 29521 
Email: issea@cenadi.com 

11 Mr Amadou Moctar DIEYE Senegal Board member CSE Chef de 
département 

B.P. 15532 
Dakar (Sénégal) 
Tel: (221) 825 80 66 Fax : (221) 825 81 68 
Email: dieye@cse.sn  

12 Mr. Ben KIREGYERA  
 

Uganda 
 Board member UBOS 

Chairman 
Board of 
Directors 
 

P.O. Box 23045 
Entebbe, Uganda   
Tel: 256 77 849226 
Email: bkiregyera@yahoo.com 

13 Ms Karima BOUNEMRA 
BEN SOLTANE Ethiopia Board member DISD/ECA Director 

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel.: 251 1 511408 Fax: 251 1 510512  
Email: bounemra.uneca@un.org  

14 Mr. Martin BALEPA Mali Board member AFRISTAT Directeur Général 

B.P. E-1660 
Bamako, Mali 
Tel: 223 2215500 Fax: 223 2211140 
Email: martin.balepa@afristat.org 

15 Mr. Charles LUFUMPA  Tunisia Board member AfDB Divison Manager 

BP. 323 
1002 Tunis Belvedere, Tunisie 
Tel: 216 71 102175 Fax: 216 71 351933 
Email: c.lufumpa@afdb.org 

16 Mr. Michel MOUYELO-
KATOULA  Tunisia Board member AfDB ICP-Africa 

Coordinator 

BP. 323 
1002 Tunis Belvedere, Tunisie 
Tel : 216 71 102175 Fax : 216 71 10 3654 
Email: m.mouyelo-katoula@afdb.org 

17 Mr. Yacob ZEWOLDI USA  Observer UNSD Statistician 

New York, USA  
Tel: 1 212 9630445 
Fax: 1 212 9639851 
Email: zewoldi@un.org 

18 Mr. Misha BELKINDAS USA Observer World Bank Cluster Leader 

1818 H. Street  
Washington D.C. 20433, USA 
Tel: 1 202 4737611 
Fax: 1 202 5223669 
Email: mbelkindas@worldbank.org 

 18



N Name Country Membership Organization Title Address 

19 Mr. Yonas BIRU USA Observer World Bank Deputy ICP 
Global Manager 

1818 H. Street  
Washington D.C. 20433, USA 
Tel: 1 202 4731268 
Fax: 1 202 5223669 
ybiru@worldbank.org 

20 Mr George OKUTHO Ethiopia Observer ILO Specialist Labour 
Statistics 

POBox 3001 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251 1 44 43 44 
Email: okutho@ilo.org 

21 Mr. Antoine SIMONPIETRI  France Observer PARIS 21-OECD Secretariat 
Manager 

2 rue André Pascal 
75775 Paris Cedex 16 
Tel: 33 (01) 45 24 14 64 
Antoine.simonpietri@oecd.org 

22 Mr Jean-François DIVAY France Observer Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Statistics Advisor 

Timbre D310, 18 Boulevard A. Pinard  
75675 Paris Cedex 14, France 
Tel: 33 1 41 17 53 01 Fax: 33 1 41 17 66 52 
Email: jean-francois.divay@insee.fr 

25 Mr. George ALIBARUHO Ethiopia Secretariat ECA/OES Senior Advisor 

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel.: 251 1 511465 
Email: galibaruho@uneca.org 

26 Mr. Patrick ASEA Ethiopia Secretariat ECA/ESPD Director 

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel.: 251 1 443483 
Email: pasea@uneca.org 

27 Ms. Awa THIONGANE  Ethiopia Secretariat ECA/ESPD Conseiller 
Régional  

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel.: 251 1 443451 
Email: athiongane@uneca.org 

28 Mr. Koffi AMELEWONOU  Ethiopia Secretariat ECA/ESPD Statistician 

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251 1 443173 
Email: aamelewonou@uneca.org 

29 Mr. Oumar Malick SY  Ethiopia Secretariat ECA/ESPD Statistician-
Economist 

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel: 251 1 445343 
Email: moumar@uneca.org 
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30 Mr. Samba BA  Ethiopia Secretariat Consultant Statistician-
Economist 

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel: 251 1 443459 
Email: sba@uneca.org 

31 Mr. Theodomir MULIGO  Ethiopia Secretariat Consultant Survey 
Statistician 

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel: 251 1 443459 
Email: tmuligo@uneca.org 

32 Mr. Andrew ALLIMADI Ethiopia Secretariat 
ECA/ 
Communication 
Team 

Communication 
Officer** 

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel: 251 1 445237 
Email: aallimadi@uneca.org 

32 Mr. Alfred LATIGO Ethiopia Secretariat ECA/ACGD Economist 

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel: 251 1 443445 
Email: alatigo@uneca.org 

33 Mr. Makane FAYE Ethiopia Secretariat ECA/DISD Regional Advisor 

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel: 251 1 514534 Fax: 251 1 510512 
Email: mfaye@uneca.org 

34 Mr. Mouhamed TIMOULALI Ethiopia Secretariat ECA/DISD Regional Advisor 

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel: 251 1 511167 Fax: 251 1 510512 
Email: mtioulali@uneca.org 

36 Mr. Nassim OULMANE Ethiopia Secretariat ECA/TRID Economist 

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel: 251 1 443104 
Email: oulmane@uneca.org 

37 Tekle haymanot DERSO Ethiopia Secretariat ECA/ESPD Statistician 
Assistant 

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel: 251 1 443213 
Email: tderso@uneca.org 

38 Yimer BEZABIH Ethiopia Secretariat ECA/ESPD Statistician 
Assistant 

P.O. Box 3005 
Tel: 251 1 44 3479 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Email: ybezabih@uneca.org 
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39 Gulilat TESFAYE Ethiopia Secretariat ECA/ESPD Statistical 
Assistant 

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251 1 44 3318  
Email: gtesfaye@uneca.org 

40 Hamere GIRMA Ethiopia Secretariat ECA/ESPD Statistician 
Assistant 

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel: 251 1 44 3469 
Email: hgirma@uneca.org 

41 Melkamu HAGOS Ethiopia Secretariat ECA/ESPD Statistician 
Assistant 

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel: 251 1 44 3452 
Email: mhagos@uneca.org 

42 Ms. Emebet MESFIN  Ethiopia Secretariat OES/DPMD/ECA Fellow  

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel: 251 1 445486 
Email: emesfin@uneca.org  

43 Ms. Mahdere-Mikael KASSA  Ethiopia Secretariat ECA/OES Secretary  

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel: 251 1 44 5249 
Email: mmahdere@uneca.org 

44 

Ms. Fantaye Gebre 
MESHESHA   
 
 

Ethiopia  Secretariat  ECA/ESPD  Secretary  

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel: 251 1 445276  
Email: fmeshesha@uneca.org 

45 Ms. Tenaye AHMED  Ethiopia Secretariat ECA/ESPD Secretary 

P.O. Box 3005 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
Tel: 251 1 511231  
Email: tahmed@uneca.org 
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