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Context
The Paris Climate Summit is the pinnacle of the global climate change negotiation. It represents a re-
commitment to the Kyoto protocol, and will calibrate the level of determination by the global commu-
nity in addressing climate impacts and emissions reduction. This is equally a crucial moment for Africa 
as bearer of the greater share of the burden of climate risks disproportionate to its share of respon-
sibility for the cause. The outcome of 2015 Climate summit will impact Africa’s continuous economic 
growth momentum. The vision of the African heads of state and government to embrace the green 
growth and low carbon development for Africa’s transformation strongly hinges on the outcomes of 
the Paris agreement, in reducing climate risks on its people and enhancing its transformation process. 

Building on the outcomes of previous COPs including the most recent COP 20 that resulted in the 
adoption of the “Lima Call for Climate Action”, COP 21 is expected to frame the world’s determination 
and ambition to limiting global temperature increase below 2°C using both top-down and bottom-up 
approaches through binding commitments and national contributions. One of the key features of the 
proposed new agreement is the development of the Intended Nationally Determined Contributions 
(INDCs) through which all parties including African countries are expected to express their intended 
national contributions to global mitigation ambitions, as well as adaptation goals within the context of 
their national priorities, circumstances and capabilities. With INDC submissions to date, global warm-
ing is expected to be maintained at 2.7 degree Celsius, which is above the global ambition of 2 degrees 
Celsius increase. So far, out of the fifty-four African nations, forty-nine (49) have submitted their INDCs. 

The discussion in Paris is also expected to address other critical and contentious issues related to means 
of implementation and specifically to finance, capacity-building and technology transfer in tackling mit-
igation and adaptation in a balanced manner, while ensuring transparency of actions and support.

While the discussions on the new climate change agreement is building momentum, there are other 
international agendas that are highly interrelated that need to be considered. These include the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Post-2015 Hyogo Framework for Action on Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR).

It is thus, critical and urgent for Africa to deliberate on the bigger picture of the forthcoming agreement 
on climate change, especially on the implications and prospects for the continent’s development ambi-
tions as stated in the Agenda 2063, and maintaining the current economic growth trajectory. The Africa 
Day thus, provides a platform that brings together African leaders and policymakers into a dialogue 
in charting a course and position to  uphold Africa’s priorities in the new climate agreement in Paris, 
including the INDCs. 
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It is important to stress that the Africa Day is not about lamenting the risks and challenges posed by 
climate change but instead to serve as an opportunity for the continent to showcase to the rest of the 
world solutions currently on the way to mitigate these challenges, specifically through  the develop-
ment of INDCs. 

It is therefore imperative that African countries step up their level of preparedness, in making their 
contributions to these global processes to safeguard Africa’s interests, and ensure that Africa’s position 
on climate change is effectively and consistently reflected in the outcomes of COP 21. 

Objective
The main objective of the Africa Day is to provide a platform and opportunity to critically examine what 
the post-2015 climate change agreement could mean to Africa as a continent  and to bring to the at-
tention of the world, some of the measures Africa is taking as solutions to addressing climate change.

Specific objectives are to:

• Create  an enabling environment for a proactive and positive discourse and debate on Africa’s 
climate change priorities and concerns in the context of on-going negotiations leading up to a 
new climate change agreement;

• Provide an opportunity to critically review the implications and prospects of the INDCs for Af-
rica, including associated challenges and opportunities 

• Have an open conversation on issues related to means of implementation for INDCs to support 
African countries’ national development strategies that are inclusive and aligned to low carbon 
transition;

• Financing INDCs and SDGs  – not competing but complementary programmes

Structure 
The structure of the meeting will  be as follows:

1. Keynote addresses by heads of AUC, UNECA and AfDB, Head of AMCEN

2. Presentation on INDCs and contributions by global leaders

3. Ministerial Dialogue on INDCs 

4. Conclusion and way forward.

The expected outcomes of the Africa Day Event are as follows:

• Good understanding of the status of the development of INDCs in Africa
• Opportunities and challenges in the development of INDCs
• Implementation challenges and the way forward
• Better understanding of the impacts of INDCs on Africa’s development.

Targeted participants
The COP21 Africa Day, as in the past, will be targeting primarily African leaders and general African 
stakeholders participating at COP21 and the broad range of development partners and the donor com-
munity. Specialized groups like African Negotiators on climate change, experts and civil society organi-
sations, women, youth and the media will be encouraged to take part in the event.

Modalities of the Day
The day will take the form of a Ministerial Dialogue on Intended Nationally Determined Contributions 
(INDCs) showcasing Africa’s readiness in addressing climate change – what the continent is able to de-
liver on its own; what can be achieved with international cooperation; and what all this means to the 
overall development of the continent (Agenda 2063). 
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The Ministerial dialogue will be preceded by key messages from heads of African Union Commission, 
the Economic Commission for Africa and the African Development Bank and AMCEN Chair to be fol-
lowed by presentations from Pan Africa Climate Justice Alliance (PACJA), African Group of Negotiators 
(AGN) and the Africa Climate Policy Centre ACPC)  on the status of preparation of INDCs in Africa and 
their significance as African readiness to the solution. These presentations will be followed by key 
contributions by selected African global leaders. The session will offer opportunities to the African Min-
isters to debate on the successes, opportunities and challenges from national perspectives regarding 
INDCs. This ministerial dialogue is expected to shed light on why and how Africa should embark on the 
implementation of the INDCs, and what are the means of implementation and impact on Africa.

Guiding questions:
Pertinent questions that will guide the Africa Day discussions include, among others:

• What are the status of preparation of the INDCs in Africa
• What are the challenges and opportunities 
• What are the national and international means of implementation
• What are the opportunities for assisting African countries achieve inclusive and green growth 

and climate compatible development within the framework of the implementation of the IN-
DCs?

• How to foster climate finance transparency to ensure non diversion of development funds to 
climate financing 
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About ClimDev-Africa

The ClimDev-Africa Programme is an initiative of the African Union Commis-
sion (AUC), the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the 
African Development Bank (AfDB). It is mandated at the highest level by Afri-
can leaders (AU Summit of Heads of State and Government). The Programme 
was established to create a solid foundation for Africa’s response to climate 

change and works closely with other African and non-African institutions and 
partners specialised in climate and development.

Contacts

Africa Climate Policy center
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa

Menelik II Road, PO Box 3001
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

info@climdev-africa.org
www.climdev-africa.org
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