
Background and rationale

Africa’s reflections during the COP21 conference are not limited to the negotiations, but also to creat-
ing opportunities to continuously galvanise momentum for economic growth that is resilient to climate 
change using the best science and climate information services. Africa currently bears the greater share 
of the burden posed by climate variability and change, particularly in relation to economic losses and 
impediments to development goals, yet ironically the continent enjoyed the fastest continuous eco-
nomic growth of all global regions for more than a decade. 

At the core of the global climate policy negotiation is limiting global surface warming to 2°C compared 
to the pre-industrial era. This temperature target, which helps orient international climate negotiations 
is the focus of fierce debate between what some consider as an acceptable threshold of global warm-
ing versus  warming that is dangerous, and thus to be avoided. But, what are the implications of a 2°C 
global warming target for Africa’s sustainable development ambitions?

The effects of climate variability and change are already being experienced but the most severe im-
pacts are expected to be felt in decades to come. 

According to the   5th IPCC report indicates that 

•	 Climate change poses challenges to growth and development in Africa;

•	 Further climate change is inevitable in the coming decades;

•	 Low-carbon development options may be less costly in the long run and could offer new eco-
nomic opportunities for Africa;

•	 Africa stands to benefit from integrated climate adaptation, mitigation and development ap-
proaches;

•	 International cooperation is critical to avert dangerous climate change and African govern-
ments can promote ambitious global action

It is therefore critical that development policies and practices at all levels, from local to global, 
incorporate robust, timely and spatially detailed climate data and information and customised 
climate knowledge and tools are needed to determine risks and opportunities and define ap-
propriate climate change.

Climate information services (CIS) can safeguard the gains made in Africa’s recent economic growth, 
and capitalize on emerging opportunities for continuous growth.  CIS can increase the scope and scale 
of transformation by connecting interrelated sectors, optimise productivity and cost effectiveness 
while minimising trade-offs across systems.

ClimDev – Africa Dinner Dialogue: 

Climate information services for Africa’s sustainable development   – How to 
improve delivery and uptake? 

Date: Tuesday 8 December 2015

Time: 19h30

Venue: The Peninsula Paris Hotel 19 Avenue Kleber, Paris



2

ClimDev-Africa programme what is all about?

In recognition that low uptake and production of climate information is threatening the continent’s 
social and economic development, the Climate for Development in Africa (ClimDev-Africa) a joint initia-
tive of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), the African Union Commission (AUC) 
and the African Development Bank (AfDB), was established to create a solid foundation for delivery 
of an appropriate African response to climate change challenges and opportunities. ClimDev-Africa is 
mandated at the highest level of Africa’s political leadership (AU Summit of Heads of State and Gov-
ernment).

Objectives of the ClimDev-Africa dinner dialogue

The Climate for Development in Africa (ClimDev-Africa) programme is hosting a invitation-only din-
ner dialogue of high level representatives from the ClimDev-Africa partner institutions, government 
representatives, development partners, experts and friends of Africa to discuss what it takes to make 
climate-smart decisions and translate climate knowledge into actionable climate services. The Dinner 
Dialogue aims to:

•	 Discuss the potential of climate information services (CIS) for Africa’s transition to climate re-
silient and low-carbon development and job creation. 

•	 Demonstrate the link between climate services and development and the attendant need to 
address persistent knowledge gaps. 

•	 Engage the private sector and development partners on the best practices for improved deliv-
ery and uptake of climate information services. 

•	 The conditions necessary for effective public and private partnerships for the provision of cut-
ting-edge customised services and products to better inform decision makers.  

Expected Outcomes 

The expected outcomes include:

•	 Enhanced understanding of the value of credible climate information services for Africa’s sus-
tainable development;

•	 Lessons of good practices on the uptake and delivery of climate information services shared;

•	 Avenues for stimulating  demand and investments in climate information services across Africa 
discussed;

•	 Strategic partnerships for uptake and delivery of climate information services at regional and 
global levels discussed; 
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Format 

The 3 hour moderated event will use pre-determined questions to guide and coordinate the discussion 
in a participatory approach.

Moderator

Dr. Elena Manaenkova, Assistant Secretary-General, World Meteorological Organization (WMO).

Target Audience

Invitation only

Organisers

The African Climate Policy Centre (ACPC) which serves as Secretariat for the Climate for Development 
in Africa programme (ClimDev-Africa).

Contact information

For more information, please visit:

• ClimDev-Africa programme’s website: http://www.climdev-africa.org/

• Queries can be directed to Wilfran Moufouma-Okia (wmoufouma@uneca.org) , or Ralid Ajab-
boune (RAjabboune@uneca.org)

About ClimDev-Africa

The programme’s vision is to position Africa at the frontier of climate knowledge in ways that would allow vul-
nerable communities, governments and the private sector to translate climate-related knowledge into effective 
policies, practices and planning processes for a climate resilient and sustainable development future.

ClimDev-Africa draws its strength and strategic value from the comparative advantage that each of the partners 
brings on board. The political leadership of the partnership lies within the purview of the AUC – which is also 
responsible for implementing the Climate Change and Desertification Unit (CCDU). The ACPC, based at ECA, acts 
as a policy wing through the generation of high impact research that will establish the policy basis for strategic 
investment in climate change related opportunities in key sectors.  The AfDB, given its long years of investments 
in development activities and project management, is responsible for implementing the ClimDev-Africa Special 
Fund (CDSF). Thus, the combined policy, research and investment support mandate of the three organisations 
are critical leveraging points to make the transition from research to policy, and equally to identify key policy 
platforms, processes and spaces where research can be captured and used, and where practice can inform policy 
and investment is targeted.

The ClimDev-Africa Programme engages in a broad range of partnerships to help deliver on its activity areas. It 
is supported by the European Union Commission (EUC) under the Global Climate Change programme; the De-
partment for International Development (DfID) of the United Kingdom; the Government of Sweden; the Govern-
ment of Norway and; the Government of France.
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Agenda

18.35-19.00 Arrival and registration of guests

19.00-19.30 Opening remarks

- African Union Commission – H.E. Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma 
Chairperson of the African Union Commission

- Economic Commission for Africa – Dr. Carlos Lopes, Executive 
Secretary, Economic Commission for Africa

- African Development Bank – Dr Aly Abou-Sabaa– Vice President 
of the African Development Bank

19.30-20.00 Breaking the ice and introducing representatives of Agencies, gov-
ernments, stakeholders;

20.10-20.25 ClimDev-Africa – Setting the Scene: Dr Fatima Denton, Director of 
Special Initiative Division of the United Nations Economic Commis-
sion for Africa

20.25-21.30 Dinner and dialogue discussion

21.30 Closing remarks


