
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THEME 

 

Africa on the run: can the opportunities from climate change spring 
the continent to transformative development? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Addis Ababa Ethiopia, 21-23 October 2013 

 



I.  INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

 

For the last two years, the Conference on Climate Change and Development in Africa 
(CCDA) organized by the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) has become Africa’s 
climate change event for scientists and policymakers.  

It is a multi-stakeholder platform for debating, discussing and initiating concrete 
strategies in Africa’s fight against the impacts of climate change. It is convened in 
collaboration with the African Union Commission (AUC), African Development Bank 
(AfDB) and other key partners to foster the work plan of the Climate for Development in 
Africa (ClimDev-Africa).  

The aim of CCDA is to present ClimDev-Africa partners as well as other stakeholders 
with a platform to share their programmes’ achievements as well as challenges they 
face on key climate change issues and seek new knowledge on ways to better cope 
with them in the interest of Africa’s development. 

The Conference brings together a large number of participants including Heads of State 
and Government, ClimDev-Africa partners, African member State policymakers, 
development partners, other United Nations agencies, intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations (IGOs/NGOs), academia, practitioners, civil society 
organizations (CSOs) including the media, the private sector and other concerned 
stakeholders. The Conference includes plenary and high-level parallel panel sessions 
as well as side-events featuring keynote/lead speakers and presenters, media 
representatives and other participants. 

CCDA-III: The theme of CCDA-III is: “Africa on the move: can the opportunities 
from climate change spring the continent to transformative development?” This 
theme builds on outcomes of a series of “out-of-the-box” thinking sessions on what 
Africa’s role is within the international climate science and policy architecture. It draws 
inspiration from ECA’s new strategic orientation to put Africa firmly on the driving seat 
of its on development agenda; and is meant to create an intellectual space for an open 
conversation on why Africa would not abandon climate negotiations despite their 
questionable outcome for the Continent. The Conference also offers as great 
opportunities to build partnerships for further deepening of discussions on the sharing 
of best practices. 

CCDA-III will emphasize the importance of greater investments in climate services by 
African governments and the private sector for transformative development that 
effectively fosters growth and poverty reduction. It will also lay emphasis on the social 
and economic pillars associated with climate change management, as well as 
institutional and policy frameworks that can enhance the development of climate 
services. Sharing evidence-based knowledge and information, best practices, 
innovative policies and operational frameworks will be some of the key activities of 
CCDA-III.  

In addition to showcasing appropriate institutional and governance frameworks through 
an exhibition of knowledge and communication products, the Conference will focus on:  



 opportunities in harnessing climate science, data and service for Africa’s 
development; 

 opportunities in green economy and climate finance;  

 the role of policy in building Africa’s resilience to climate change; and,  

 Africa’s place in the global climate change framework. 

The focus areas will enable a wider platform for various stakeholders to participate and 
will emphasize critical issues in each of these areas.  

 

II. CCDA-III OBJECTIVES 

 

Overall objective 

The overall objective of CCDA-III is to showcase contributions by ClimDev-Africa 
partners in raising awareness of what Africa can, and is doing to cope with, and mitigate 
the impacts of climate change on its socio-economic development.  

Specific objectives 

The specific objectives of CCDA-III are to: 

(a) articulate research, negotiations, policy and communication issues that will 
formthe basis of Africa’s intellectual contributions to the global climate talks; 

(b) deliberate on the challenges that climate change impacts pose to Africa’s 
development, and offer research, policy and management models that can best 
support Africa’s transformation; 

(c) promote sharing of experiences, best practices and lessons learned in enhancing 
the development of climate change coping strategies that support development in 
Africa; 

(d) identify actions that need to be taken in priority areas such as research, 
negotiations and formulation of policies that best serve the interest of Africa; 

(e) debate emerging strategies and appropriate governance structures for 
sustainable climate risk management that make a greater impact on poverty 
reduction initiatives; and, 

(f) build and strengthen alliances and partnerships to advocate for implementation 
of national and regional action plans on climate change governance to enhance 
development. 

 

III. EXPECTED OUTCOMES AND OUTPUTS 



A number of outcomes and outputs are expected from CCDA-III. These include the 
following: 

Outcomes 

(a) Better informed stakeholders about the need to face up to the challenges that 
climate change poses to Africa’s development; 

(b) Deeper understanding of stakeholders on how to translate research, frameworks 
and visions for ACPC and ClimDev-Africa into practical policies and actions; 

(c) Strengthened capacity of stakeholders to advocate for urgent action on climate 
change to mitigate its impacts on development; 

(d) Strengthened partnerships for advocating the role of ClimDev-Africa partners in 
transformation of the Continent; 

(e) Strengthened budgetary and other financial resources for the implementation of 
innovative strategies, policies, programmes and tools to support the ClimDev-
Africa SpecialFund; and, 

(f) Better understanding of the needs and approaches to addressing women and 
youth concerns in the design of policies, frameworks and strategies for effective 
management of impacts of climate change. 

Outputs 

17. Key CCDA-III outputs will include the following: 

(a) A Conference report 

(b) Issues papers 

(c) Policy briefs 

(d) A Consensus Statement 

(e) An Indicative Plan of Action 

(f) Press releases 

(g) Web publications 

 

IV. PARTICIPANTS  

Categories of participants to be invited include:   

1. Policy-makers from African member States – The Prime Minister of Ethiopia and 
at least 10 minister (2 from each sub region) ;  



2. Climate scientist/academics; 

3. Climate change focal points of RECs;  

4. Regional and sub-regional climate centers;  

5. UN and donor community;   

6. Private sector;  

7. Civil society organizations;  

8. Media organizations and independent writers on climate change; 

9. Women and Youth representatives; 

10. Farmer and community groups; and 

11. South-South cooperation institutions.  

 

V. WHO ARE THE MAIN BENEFICIARIES OF THE CONFERENCE? 

(a) African Governments: a platform for profound discussions  on climate change;  

(b) ClimDev-Africa program: knowledge products shared for policy formulation in 
Africa; 

(c) African Group of Negotiators: a platform for experience sharing and strategy 
testing; 

(d) Climate scientist: platform for testing research results and retooling; and 

(e) Civil society and media: platform for engaging with key actors on climate change 
for more focused discussions and reporting. 

(f) Farmer groups: local experiences shared, new knowledge on adaptation gained. 

 




