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I. THE ORIGIHM %ﬁﬁ %J?CTT¥F9 OF THE MATIOMAL HOUSEHOLD SURVEY
DGRA

MME (NHSCP]

1. The Mational Housshold Survey Capability Programms (MHSCP
owes 1te arigin to thes Econanic and Social Council Rssgolutnion
2088 {L¥IIY of 5 May 1977, which -providsd the backaround for ths
programms  and  laid down itz foundations. v resallsd. in
narticular
= the World Population Plan of Acrion which callsd for
tha eztablishnent of convinuing cavabilicy for raking
housahold survavs
- the regolurninn 272{XIT!} adonoed bv  rha Economicg
Commissinn for Africa av 1ts twslfth session, which
rallad for a zulti-purpozs programms of t@ 1zahold
surveyz for the collsevion of 1nr~ara§gd damocraphic,
sorial  znd . zeccnomis data throuch tha cahl ;?*tnﬁ of
a fisld survsy maghanism: and
- of Action adontaed by the World
sployment, Income Distriburnion. Social
Progysge and ths Internacvicnal Division of @ Labour.
1976, which sugasstaed for censidevaction & world-wids
programme 10 supnsrn of housshold survsvs.
2. Tha Ecﬁﬂ nmic and Social Council ronsiderad navional sampls

surveys, carrisd our on a contvinuous and inctsaranad  baszisz  oan
important scurce of guantitarive infermarvion on  damographic,
social and scoononia ondindons and ohanges thsrein. for tha
antire populaction, as well ns spacial goroups tharso

the most disadvantadgsd grouns sush ag ths ruaral poo
thes attsnuion of davaleping oounrt : in all regions

i

£. includinga

Y, angd  drew
To the value

of a continuging national hous urvay capabilicy in  gzrving
their national nseds for reliabl integrated svacvistics as a
nacnssary complement to periodic cesnsus programmeg. It sugagasstad
the use of UNDP country programme facilities t©o SURDOY & ths
aarvablishment or upgradation of national zurvery capabilirtisgs. and
sxplorartion of othsr waysg and msans for the provizion of ths
nasdad advigory and rraining ssrvices. It alse ragussted  the
Secrervary~General, in co-opsration with tha reagional comnmigsions
and spocialized agsnciez, o pravids zhe nacegssarv sunperrt  for
this programms.

3. A subssousnt Councill resolurion €l9?§£%3 of HMavy 1979
reconfirmed the iwmporrvancse of the Mational Heousshold Survey
Capabilicy Programme as & major and nuch naazded davelopmsnt
activity aimzd art building znduring capabiliriss in dewmlcmlng
countriss o conduct rthair own intsararns 83 m and
TC  genarate ZOntluUQu% and integratsed 4 0c1&1
and aeconomic subiects in linse with one G ias,
including pmpulaz*mﬁ and relatad wagraphic = a”tﬁriﬁtlﬁﬁ,
incoms and sxpendirture, acdass no social gssrvices, amploymant,



E/RCA/SM/24/10
Page 2

houszshold production and ozher socio-sconomic data pertaining re
special groups of population and aveas It urazd ths developing
countriss o taks  maximum advantacs of ths Progvamne and to
praparas long-term plang for survey dara oollzcernien in a wvariexo
of arsas in ths concaxt of fLhseir nacvional scatistical desvslonment
plans. Tt algs surongly urced ths mulrilatsral and bilarvsral
donor agsanciss e provids resourcas to hzln developing counnrizssz
implemant rtheir survey dsvelopmsnt plans within the framework of
the MNational Heousshold hxr“sv Capabkilicy Programme Az partc of
thair technical co~opararion accivitiass,

4. The council regusaszrted the Sacrastarv-Gansral. in c¢clogs co-
oparation with the regiomal commisgsions. The spernialize
aganciss, ths UNDE, rths World Bank and othsr multilavteral and
hilatearal donor agsncias, Lo oo-ordinats housshold survasy
tachnical co-apzration activicizg, including chs ongoing African
Houszhold Survay Capabilicy Programms and ths Incer—-American
Household Survey Programms, within ths sontaext of the National
Housahold gﬁfv%y ity Programme, and strongly urcsd all
donor agencies to collaboraze fully and fo snsurs tvhat ths survay
activities thesy might promotz would be compatibkle with and

contributs vo ths Programms.

5. NHSCP 18 thus a programme meant Lo cater To ths data n=zsasds
£ various interests inscfar as ths household sscrtor is
aconcarnad, and iz designzad to gover a1l aspsstz o the nhoussheold
population including demographic, social and socio-aconomic, in
an integrated framawork. A11 dnvernacional adgenciss as wall as
oTher multilaceral and bilatara agencies involvad in
international co-operation. . arese stronglyv urgsd. undser tha
resoiutions mantionsd above o sco-opsrate and pramote SUurvay
aorivivies nf thair spseific incerasst,

IT. wHsCP IM OPERATION

5. NHSCP, as an inter-raogional praoiscorn, haz bzsn oo-sponsorad
by ths Unitced YHartions, rths Unitsd MNationz Davelopment Programme
(UMDP} . the Uniced Haziong Children’s FPund (INICEF! and the World
Bank, and 1z sffecrvivsely supporitsd by thse UH  Populatisn Fund
{UNFPR) . It is implamentsd with the active assistancs of thsa
regional commissions., in cellaborarien with the specialized
agancias concernad,

7. ha MHSCP Programme Revisw sntatives
of UNDFP, UNICEF, UNFP2 and the & i3 also
raviswad ror  time To  nims \ LTRE on
Statigtiaoal Ac*zvzrles whzrz Ths 9?%6131136& ag@ncies and
regional commissions ars reprassniad, Co-~ordinarcion batwzen ths
gpacialized agencies angd regional commizsions iz alge effzcored
through tha rnorrmal channels of sorragpondanca,
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g, The programme iz pregsntly in opsravion in soms 20 cocunntriss
all ovar ths develoning world including 14 in  aAfrica. In
addition, thers arz 25 ceountrissz for whizh projdscc proposals have
hzan preparved bur not var taken upn  for implamenrtation: Thay
inecluds © in Africas. The prooramms,  whish is now in itz Phassa
IV, iz szpascred to covar abour 4% countriss by 1991.
a9, Tha Cenitral Co-cordinazting Unit of ths programms, locatsd in
the Statistigsl Of7figs of ths United Mations iz aszsiszad in
programmse impleamentarvion by regional teams atvached tTo nhe
snatigtics diviaglons of thse ragiconal commigainnz, som= of tThsass
reams  include regional hougehold survey advigere provided by ths
International Labkour Office (ILO} asn itz conuribution Do this
invar-aggncy 2ffsrc in tschnical co-opsration.
10, Expsrisnce with thez implamentacsion of the nroaramms ovsr ths
lamt  ren years has larasly £fulfillad the sxpecsrtarions  regarding
inter-agansy co-oparation. The statistical offiges. bursaus or
divisions of specislizasd agencies, ezpscially the ILO, FAQ, WRHO
angd UMESCD, have extendsd full co-ppsration for ths promotion and
implementation  of hmouzsghold survey proarammas in parcicipaning
countrias, although 4t may not bs corract to claim  thar  all
housshald survevs sponsorad by thess adgencies have bssn conducrtad
undsr NHSCOP. Iv ig possible Thar some ad hog survays  sponsorad
by some of theze agencisz might havs bzen conducted  azpacially.
in countriss not participaving in NHSCP,
11 It is alzo pozsibls thart sone of the funding agengiss szuah
a3 UNFPA and IMNICEF might have sunnornad zoms survavs of gnscial
interest fTo thoss bodiss oursidzs the purviaw of NHEHSCP, =van in
countriss participating in MHSCPE, Thers atrs, howevsy, instancsas
af survays szpensorsd ourside ths purvisw of NHSCF bur co-
srdinaved wich MEZSCP Monsthelesgs, thsre is  apparsntly soma
scope for more gffsctive co-~ordinavion bastwsan MNHSCP and  rthosa
funding agsncisg 1in ordsar o snsure that a2ll such survevs ars
aonductad undsr MHSCP rvather than ind az agd hog
swarcizesz.
TIT. PAMARAR PROJECT FOR CHILD DEVELOPHMENT

12. An  dimporTnant  survay  prooar sponsorad
agsncy but sifeccivaly co-orydinata inh MHSOCP is } QEYamm
sf matarnal and ohild hezlzh surveayvys undsr ths Ps ral Projscu
for Child Devalopment (PAPCHILDY zponzoersad by ths Leagus of Arab
“rar“a It is suppeorzad by ths Arabh Gulf Programmse  for the

United Maticong Davalopmant QOrganizatieons {(AGFUNDY, UNERA, UNICEF,
Ugﬁ and ths United YHatvions. Survsy astivities undar this
programme  ares go-ordinased with MHECP wheraver tha latter iz in
cperation. The N Department of Technical dJeo-oparatioen for
Davelopment is eaxecufting 2errain slamenrs of the preodszt winh
substantial zuppert providsd by HHSCP in ths davelopn
aurvaey methodolegy. guestionnairss and orhar survay inst



i®x Arab zountriss namsly. Egypt., HMauricania. Somelia

Sudan, Pzopla's Demporatic Republic of Yamen =2nd  Yemsre  Arab
Republic ars parcicipating in the First Phass {1988~199237 of tha
preisct. The implemsentation of the first country survsey atarted
in Maurirvania i Anril 1689 with ths adaptaticon of the =odsl
quastionnalirass and preparation of the zampling desion. The main
fizldwork iz sohadulsd from Docamber 12892 to Marah 1990 It is
planned vwo fonllew thiz with twoe survays g ba conducted
simultansovgly in Yamen Avab Rspublic and People’'s amogracis
Pepubklic of Yamsn raapscotively followed hy  EBEayor, Sudan  and
Somalia.
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IMTERMATIONMAL PROGRAMMES

14, Cther international programmss currently in opsration
inzlude (a) the Damographic and Hzalcth Survey (DHS) programne
axsontad by the {(Hesringhouse) Insritutne for Rogouros
Davelopment, fundad by the US Agznecy for Internartional
Dezvelopmant (USATD) and suppoaritsd by tha Populatlion Council, {hi
ths Inter-Agsncy Food and Nutrirtion Surveillancs Programms (TFME)
aponzsored by UHNICEF, FaAQ and WHO, i} the Living gStandarde
Meaagsursement Survsyzs (LEMS) sponszorsd by the World Bank and {4}
fthe Y"paroansnr housshold surveys® sponsorsd by thse Yorld Bank in
collaboration with the African Davelopmeant Bank and TTHDP in ths
contexr of ths Srcial Dimsnsions of Adiustment proiscr for  Sub-
saharan Africa
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i¢ and He=alth Survavs Pro (DHS)

18, Thae Demographis and Healoh Survevs Programmse  {DHES)  was
initiated in 1984 undsyr ths gronsorship of USAID, to follow up
the World Fertility Survey (HWFS] of 1971-84 and nhs Contracantive
Prevalsncs Survays {(CPE)  of 197&~85, az a further =zifort in
intarnational dancaraphic data collescoion with arn addsd exmphasis
on matsernal and child health Ths programmes has so far ocovarsd
29 ecountriss which includs, ameng orvhsrs. Borswana. Ghana. XKenva,
Mali, Morocco, Sudan, Zimbabwe, $ri Lanka, Thailand, Guatemala,
and Paru in which NHSCP iz i zravion: and Burundi. EZgynn.
Migsria, Sansgal, Boli f Dominican Repubklic for whioch NHSCE
proijsct prorposals have heoen formulatsd but nort ven oaken un  for
implementation. MHEC? hazs bsasn  kepro 1ﬁformed of  ths DHE
activitiss and plans ag 8 mactay of routins. The surveys ars
carriad out threugh ths zZame agencises as are rasponaibkls for
NHECP zctivities in soms countriszs, s.9.. SGhana., Sudan., Zimbabwe,
Sri Lanka and Peru. Elsewhere they ars organizad through othsr
agencies  such a3 ths Miniszry of Health {Borswana, Morsoco,
Migeria, Cuatemalsal, National Council of Population and
Development {Kenyal). and ths Institurzs of Popularion Studizs
{Thailand). In & few casss. where the DHE msannt an ovarlap with
the WHSOP acvivity {a2.a2., Sri Lankal, =ths scomzs of ths MNHSOP



sUrvey was altsersd to aveld unnecesszsary duvlication. Tt iz also
understocd that DHES in Yemz=n Aralk Bepuhlic will he implemented in
collaboration with the PAPCHILD Surwvey.

b

16, Accoyding to  the latsst DHE  HNawslsitosr, the
snrarad itz zzcond phase in Saptexnber 1982 with a naw
contracT awardad to "Hssitinaghouss Instituts of Resourcs
to  sxtand tha survey pregramss to conduct 25 addition
g majorirty of which will be in Sub-gsharan Africa. a
may ba in countriss participating or proposing rto part
MUECP. Furthear doveslopmanta in thigs coprsxt nassd oo

To the extant DHE activitiess ars complsmentary To

activitias, Thay may b= reagardsd as  adding no
capabllirvrisg, If, howsver, thsy ovsrlap NHECP acrmivir
hz dasirablz to aveild wasrtefuyl dunlicazion.
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17. The Inter~Agsncy Food and Mutririon Surs llancs Programms
owas its origin o ths ¥World Food Confarspce of 1974 which
roecommandad the establishmant of & glo surveillanczce systenm by
FAD, WHO and UNICEF ©o monitor the food and nmutricien condiznions
nf ths disadvantagsd arounsz of the vopulazion an risk and o
provide a method of rapid and psrransnt gsgsssnmaent of all factors
which inrflusnce food conzummzion rvattern and nutricisnal status

A Joint FAO/UYMG/INMICEP commirtoes was accordingly garablizhed  in
1875 1o orvganlize thsz programms, Tha main obisgcrtivaes of ifha
programms  ars to producs and analyvse sxisting  informacicn, o
promots ths uss of that informacion, and %o strangthsn thsa
ingtiturional capaclty to oroducs, analyse  and ussg tha
infaormation Aonording o 8 prodrass ranort on ths Programus,
circulatved in 1988, by ths sarly 1980°'sz soeme 20 countriss,
supporrtad  indapzndently by che raspsorive UM aganciszss, wars
oparating some type of food angd nurrition survelillance systens,
The managensnt comnictes mat in 12988 and drse up a work oplan.
The dasvelopmant of country lawel proiscots will bz undsruaksn
Jeintly by FAD, WHO and UNICEF., =g d4 by UNICEF fisld
nfficasm,

12, Az the main obiszcoive of the programms 1s o broducs,
analyze and uses sxisting informazion, irns reslarionshin to NMHECP
ig assanvially commlimantary. Furthar as rthe souracsz of
information ars many and not confinsd o hougehold survavsz, and
a8 zhe machanisms pronossd Loy ths nroductlion of information ars
noet guite 2lzar and gxplicit. izs relsvancs o NHSCP is an  best
parnial. Howasvar, in =20  Iar it aims ar shrengnhsning  ©hs
instirunicnal rcapacity rto prod information., =0 fhse sxiant
housshold surveys ars congarnsd, it could bs co-oerdinarnsed wich
NHSCP. The rescurces available for che rooza onutd wsil  he
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ussd with advantags to g
nroductiocsn of rhe reguied
nutrition, rarther than sat
©. Ths Living Standards M
19, The Living Standards
by ths ¥World Bank in 1929
strangthaen national capabi
that gsnarate nolicy-rels
ang ceost-sffzorive manns
assumption {al that
distributional impact o
availabls, {b} thar the o
not maks it pogsikles o
rassarsh and policy concer
surveays, and () than ths
not tinely bscauss of data
hypothesis was that ths 4a

20 . The LSKMS aporoacsh,
subiject household survsey
ralevant aspscrz throuah
procassing  arrangsments
ordser to producs guick ra
heousing, sedusation, econ
axpenditiure, savings and b
and aﬁrhzopom%tvic measu
supplaemantas by  communin
collection of local markst
21, LSMES survevs havs
d'Iveirs, Ghana and Mauri
heasn initiataed in Bolivia
in Moroces, Pakistan and €
L. Theg goclal Dinensions
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