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Opening session 
 
1. The fourteenth session of the Regional Coordination Mechanism for Africa (RCM 14) took 
place on 21 and 22 November 2013 at the African Union Conference Centre in Addis Ababa. The 
meeting was opened by the co-chairs, Mr. Carlos Lopes, Executive Secretary of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and Mr. Erastus Mwencha, Deputy Chairperson of the 
African Union Commission (AUC). 
  
Presentation on the theme by the African Union Commission 
 
2. The African Union Commission gave a presentation on the African Union Agenda 2063 and 
distributed a background paper that would form the basis for the discussions on the Agenda. The 
presenter said that the Agenda had been formulated with a view to achieving the African Union’s 
vision of building “an integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa, driven and managed by its own 
citizens and representing a dynamic force in the international arena”. 
 
3. He explained the rationale for developing Agenda 2063 in a changing global and African 
context.  
  
4. Agenda 2063 should be seen as a new phase in efforts by Africans to catalyse the development 
of the continent and strengthen African integration and unity.  
 
5. The Agenda aimed to build upon achievements and draw lessons from earlier efforts such as the 
Lagos Plan of Action, the Abuja Treaty and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) 
in order to address new challenges faced by the continent, in the short, medium and long term.  
 
6. The African Union Commission was embarking on widespread and all-inclusive consultations. 
 
First plenary session: The Africa we want in 2063 
 
7. Mr. Erastus Mwencha chaired the first plenary session, with Mr. Abdalla Hamdok, Deputy 
Executive Secretary of ECA and Mr. Lebogang Motlana, Director of the United Nations Development 
Programme Africa Regional Service Centre, as panellists. 
 
8. The panel presentations highlighted the following points: 
 

(a) A major structural transformation process as outlined in the African Union Commission 
presentation was critical to achieving the Africa we want in 2063; 

(b) The Agenda should be built on a foundation of democracy, good governance and 
effective conflict management;  

(c) The role of visionary leadership was important, as was development planning and strong 
institutions;  

(d) Africa’s industrialization agenda must be based on the use of innovation, science and 
technology, improved agricultural productivity and the effective management of natural 
resources; 

(e) The development agenda must be supported by an increase in domestic resource 
mobilization and foreign direct investment (including from emerging markets); 

(f) Agenda 2063 needed clear targets and milestones in order to be meaningful;  
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(g) The Agenda must also give prominence to the promotion of gender equality and youth 
empowerment;  

(h) Africa was not monolithic and African countries were not all moving at the same pace. 
Consequently, there ought to be focus on a few locomotives that would be the hubs for 
the regional integration process;  

(i) Countries needed to cede some level of sovereignty to achieve Agenda 2063; 
(j) The lack of implementation of agreed conventions was a significant issue; 
(k) The free movement of African people throughout the continent was extremely 

important; 
(l) We must learn from the past as we build for the future. The lesson was that business as 

usual could not continue. We should build a coalition of the willing to fast track the 
vision of Agenda 2063;  

(m) The achievement of that vision would not be preordained; it must be planned. As a 
result, various scenarios (high, medium and the status quo) needed to be conducted to 
guide the implementation of the vision.  

 
Second plenary session: Social dimensions of Agenda 2063 
 
9. The panellists were Dr. Mustapha S. Kaloko, Commissioner for Social Affairs at the AUC; 
Ms. Letty Chiwara, Representative to Ethiopia, UNWOMEN; Mr. Asharif El Nour, Regional Director 
for East and Horn of Africa, International Organization for Migration; Ms. Akila Aggoune, 
Representative to AU and ECA, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and Ms. Axumite 
Gebre-Egziabher, Director of the Regional Office for Africa, United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme (UNHABITAT). Dr. Rene Kouassi, Director of the Department of Economic Affairs, 
AUC, chaired the panel.  
 
10. The presentations focused on the following key points: 
 

(a) Despite economic progress, human development remained a considerable challenge in 
Africa. However, some countries had made commendable efforts towards achieving 
some of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs);  

(b) In spite of the progress made in combating communicable diseases, such as HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria, Agenda 2063 must capture the need for coordinated and 
strategic investments for health if Africa were to sustain and increase its growth;   

(c) Africa must position itself for increased domestic financing in order to meet the health 
needs of its citizens by 2063; 

(d) There was a need to address youth, children, gender and social protection issues; 
(e) In spite of the numerous commitments made at the international and regional levels 

since the Beijing Summit, Africa was still lagging behind in reaching the goals of 
gender equality and women’s empowerment. In addressing those challenges, Agenda 
2063 should focus on: enhancing the capacities of women’s participation in key 
productive sectors such as agriculture, industry and technology and mining; ending 
violence against women and girls; strengthening women’s leadership in politics and 
decision-making (focusing on young women’s leadership); and addressing the impact of 
conflicts on women and children.  The AU Agenda 2063 should build on the momentum 
gained through the implementation of the African Union Decade for Women; 
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(f) Agenda 2063 should ensure the protection of African citizens from human trafficking, 

address the vulnerabilities of people affected by forced displacement and harness the 
benefits of migration;  

(g) Sustainable development started with good child health, education, nutrition, welfare, 
water, hygiene and sanitation, which were central to human development and human 
rights. It also implied ensuring economic growth and shared prosperity, a protected 
environment and more stable and safe societies. Although changing demographic trends 
were a challenge, they also presented an opportunity for sustainable development, 
including protection of the rights of the child; 

(h) Given the rapid changes in African cities, urbanization management should be 
considered a key component of the African Union Agenda 2063. 

 
Third plenary session: Economic transformation in the African Union Agenda 2063 
 
11. The panel comprised Mr. Antonio Pedro, Director of the ECA Subregional Office for Eastern 
Africa; Dr. Rene Kouassi, Director of the Department of Economic Affairs, AUC; Mr. Ibrahim Mbaye, 
consultant and former Senegalese Minister responsible for NEPAD; and Dr. Stephen Kargbo, Industrial 
Development Officer, United Nations Industrial Development Organization. Mr. Joseph Atta-Mensah 
of ECA chaired the session.  
 
12. The panel discussions highlighted the following points:  
 

(a) For Africa to achieve the African Union Agenda 2063, we needed to work towards 
political and economic integration, develop agriculture, promote industrialization and 
good governance, and build strong institutions; 

(b) The current approach of seeking consensus on development issues among all countries 
was slowing down the development process in Africa; 

(c) Past initiatives enjoyed only limited success because of the absence of political will, 
overreliance on donor support and reluctance to cede national sovereignty;  

(d) Africa must increase its manufacturing capacity and vigorously pursue a policy of value 
addition for raw materials, in particular the development of agro-industries, in order to 
achieve the 2063 vision; 

(e) In terms of institutions, African countries must improve their governance mechanisms 
and strengthen the coherence and consistency of their policies;  

(f) They must also develop common policies on mining and investment codes; 
(g) The implementation of the 2063 vision had already started in many ways, as illustrated 

by the existence of several development initiatives such as the Africa Mining Vision. In 
that regard, what was required was to scale up the implementation of those initiatives 
rather than “reinvent the wheel”;  

(h) Challenges such as weak governance and political economy issues were impeding the 
harnessing of Africa’s mineral resources; 

(i) Having natural resources was not a “curse”; the problem was with the weak institutions 
of African countries. In that regard, instruments such as the African Peer Review 
Mechanism (APRM) could be used to improve the governance of Africa’s natural 
resources; 

(j) There was a need to align Agenda 2063 with the Post-2015 Development Agenda; 
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(k) It was important for African countries to deal effectively with climate change and 
adaptation as well as climate variability;  

(l) There should be some reflection on the type of development model that would be most 
appropriate for African countries;  

(m) Health must be seen as a sector with vast economic opportunities - local manufacturing 
and trade of drugs could create thousands of jobs, reduce costs currently spent on 
foreign manufactured drugs and support a healthy and productive workforce. 

 
Fourth plenary session: Democratic governance, peace and security for the African Union 
Agenda 2063 
 
13. Panellists: Mr. Olabisi Dare, Acting Director, Department of Political Affairs, AUC; Ms. 
Kyung-wha Kang, Assistant Secretary-General and Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs; Mr. Colin Stewart, Deputy Head of Office, United Nations 
Office to the African Union; Ms. Rosemary Museminali, Representative of AU and ECA, UNAIDS; 
and Professor Jonathan Mayuyuka Kaunda, Senior Programme Officer, Research, Policy and Strategy 
Development, Southern African Development Community (SADC).  
 
14. The panel discussions highlighted the following points:  

 
(a) Deeper democracy, peace and security were enablers of development; 
(b) The new agenda needed to meaningfully integrate the continent on the basis of 

committed and collective values, norms and standards that included all citizens; 
(c) Africa was taking ownership of its growth and transformation but must also focus on 

social development, vulnerability, risk reduction and humanitarian needs (especially 
countries emerging from climate change and poverty); 

(d) We must all begin to effectively and innovatively partner to meet the global 
humanitarian and health challenges in the face of increasing demand and dwindling 
resources. In that regard, all stakeholders should participate in the consultative process 
launched by the United Nations Secretary-General at the World Humanitarian Summit 
to develop the global humanitarian agenda;  

(e) Humanitarian needs should emphasize long-term development gains and build resilience 
to contribute to Africa’s growth;  

(f) The United Nations should relate issues of well-being to peace and security and further 
underscore that increased instability led to reduced health;  

(g) The concept of human security should take priority over State security within Agenda 
2063;  

(h) The UN–AU partnership in peace and security will be strengthened through joint 
assessments and planning from the earliest stages of conflict, based on a common 
understanding of the root causes of conflict and through the development of joint 
approaches to conflict prevention, management and resolution, as well as peacebuilding 
and post-conflict reconstruction and development;  

(i) The African Union Agenda 2063 should reflect that peacekeeping operations offered a 
strong mechanism for leveraging investments to generate broad-based public health 
benefits, specifically towards HIV/AIDS, sexual and reproductive health rights and in 
the same context, gender equality;  
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(j) There was a need for innovative and effective partnerships that would allow Africa to 

meet its humanitarian and health challenges in the face of increasing demand and 
dwindling resources. 

 
Recommendations from the plenary sessions of the African Union 2063 Agenda 
 
15. The following recommendations were drawn from the presentations and discussions of the four 
plenary sessions of the African Union 2063 Agenda: 
 

(a) African countries should promote value addition of their natural resources (agriculture, 
livestock, fishery and forestry and mineral sectors). In this regard, infrastructure should 
be strengthened for trade, agro-industry and industrial development; 

(b) African countries should strengthen their institutions and promote good governance, 
especially in the mineral resources sector; 

(c) There should be a balanced articulation/integration of the three pillars of sustainable 
development (economic, social and environmental pillars) in order to avoid a 
fragmented approach to the formulation/design of the African Union Agenda 2063; 

(d) The social, economic and environment pillars of sustainable development should be 
adequately reflected in the African Union Agenda 2063;  

(e) Monitoring of increased domestic financing for health should be integrated into the 
APRM; 

(f) A retrospective analysis should be undertaken on why past development initiatives have 
had limited success; 

(g) A scenario analysis (high, medium and the status quo) should be conducted on the 
African Union Agenda 2063;  

(h) Governance and management of natural resources should be linked to the APRM. 
 
Fifth plenary session: Strengthening the RCM-Africa 
 
16. The fifth session will be broken down further with presentations, plenary discussions and 
feedback on the following: 
 
Progress report on RCM-Africa 
 
17. A representative of the RCM Secretariat presented a consolidated progress report on the 
activities of the Mechanism. There was general agreement among United Nations system organizations 
and African regional and subregional institutions that more needed to be done to enhance the 
Mechanism’s support to the Agenda of the African Union and its organs. An enhanced mechanism 
would lead to better coordination of United Nations actions, enhance coherence and increase cost 
effectiveness and impact through the implementation of cluster activities to achieve meaningful results. 
 
18. The business plans developed by clusters, she said, were fully aligned with the priorities of the 
AUC; however, at times the activities reported went beyond the reporting period. She gave the 
background, working methods, organizational structure and United Nations financial and technical 
assistance, training and capacity-building support and advisory services to the AUC. She then outlined 
the key achievements cluster by cluster. 
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Preliminary report of the second triennial review of the Ten-Year Capacity Building Programme 
of the African Union (TYCBP-AU) 
 
19. Ambassador Grey-Johnson, Senior Consultant for the review, introduced this subject and gave 
the background of the events leading to the second triennial review. The Heads of the United Nations 
and the AUC had signed a declaration to set up the TYCBP-AU in 2006, a programme which was seen 
as a United Nations overall strategic framework for cooperation with the AUC over a 10-year period. 
The objective of TYCBP-AU was to support the capacity of AU and its organs to act as effective 
United Nations partners in addressing Africa’s human security challenges. A requirement in the 
framework was for a review to be conducted every three years; the first of such reviews was 
undertaken in 2010. The objective of the second review was to evaluate the implementation of the 
recommendations of the first review, particularly at the cluster level, which constituted the 
implementing mechanism of those recommendations.  
 
20. Great progress had been made as compared to the findings of the first triennial review 
conducted in 2010. In the 2006 to 2009 period, the clusters had no well-informed programmes.  The 
introduction of the cluster business plans was therefore commendable, in that cluster activities were 
getting streamlined for purposes of monitoring and evaluation. However, monitoring and evaluation 
mechanisms were yet to be fully operationalized in that regard.  
 
21. The first review had 25 recommendations, 15 of which had been implemented. Forty-five per 
cent had not been  implemented due to resource constraints, while another 40 per cent had also not 
been implemented due to RCM management issues, which bordered on limitations, such as 
communication, coordination, monitoring and evaluation and overall reporting.  All the 
recommendations by the RCM had been implemented. 
 
22. There were also challenges in the following areas: (a) coordination and communication; (b) 
monitoring across and between clusters; (c) joint planning and different planning cycles across cluster 
members; (d) marginal involvement of the NEPAD Planning and Coordination Agency (NPCA) and 
the regional economic communities (RECs) in the cluster system, as participant and beneficiary; (e) 
costing of cluster business plans; and (f) membership in the clusters by a transient population with no 
clear induction process. 
 
23.  Clusters had been providing financial and technical assistance as well as advisory services and 
support in training and workshops. With regard to mainstreaming the cross-cutting issues, it emerged 
that training programmes to build capacity within the clusters had proved to be a useful strategy that 
required further replication in RCM clusters. Critical areas included gender, youth, human rights and 
climate change. Equally important were continuation and retention of institutional memory within the 
system. However, as people were always moving in and out of the system, it would be necessary to 
have an induction or orientation for new members. 
 
24.  Implementation of the TYCBP-AU suffered from serious resource inadequacies, never having 
been directly allocated resources from the regular programme budget of the United Nations. To address 
that challenge, the consultant recommended the need to merge the TYCBP-AU with the mandates of 
support of NEPAD and make the requisite provision for their implementation.  In addition, resources 
should be mobilized from within the United Nations programme budget and beyond to support 
implementation of the TYCBP-AU.  
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25. The AUC, as a main stakeholder, should lead the way in determining what should be done after 
the TYCBP would expire in 2016.  The mandates of the Office of the Special Adviser for Africa, 
NEPAD and even RCM were over 10 years old and may not necessarily be responding to the current 
needs of the African Union (the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme 
(CAADP), the Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA), the African Union 
Agenda 2063, the Post-2015 Agenda, and so on.).   A comprehensive review of such mandates would 
therefore be necessary. 
 
26. Lastly, the provisional summary report had been developed for use as a conference paper for the 
14th RCM. Moreover, a comprehensive report that also captured the substance of the report of the 
clusters would be presented at the forthcoming 15th Session of the RCM in March 2014.  
 
Regional Development Assistance Framework 
 
27. A representative of the RCM Secretariat made a presentation on behalf of the consultant. He 
informed the meeting that the Regional Development Assistance Framework (RDAF) would draw on 
the United Nations Development Assistance Framework experience, which would be aligned with the 
priorities laid out in the AU Strategic Plan 2014-2017. This would help in guiding the outcomes and 
activities and support the AU to achieve its strategic vision. The consultant would hold consultations 
with the clusters on the development of the framework. The terms of reference of the consultant had 
been circulated to the coordinators for their inputs, following the cluster/subcluster coordinators 
meeting held on 11 November 2013.  
 
Review of the operationalization of the MDG Africa Working Group and RCM-Africa, with a 
view to building synergies and integrating the work of both structures relating to MDGs 
 
28. A representative of the RCM Secretariat informed the meeting that the RCM Joint Secretariat 
would work with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) to further the initial steps taken 
to work out the modalities for cooperation and form the extended RCM, as a way of enhancing 
synergies and aligning the work of both groups. The initiative was suggested when Deputy Secretary-
General Asha Rose Migiro chaired the MDG Africa Working Group and the RCM Secretariat. The 
meeting took note of the information. 
 
Briefing on the outcome of the Sustainable Development Goals meeting  
 
29. A representative of ECA informed the meeting of the outcomes of the experts and ministerial 
segments of the Africa regional meeting on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), jointly 
convened by ECA, the AUC and the African Development Bank from 31 October to 5 November 2013 
in Addis Ababa. The meeting was aimed at enabling African countries to identify, articulate and reach 
consensus on the region’s sustainable development priorities and goals. The meeting was informed of 
the five reports of the Africa-wide consultations on the Post-2015 Development Agenda in all the five 
African subregions.  
 
30. The synthesis report adopted by the Ministers underlined four priority areas and 12 goals for 
Africa's sustainable development, with targets and indicators and also the means of implementation for 
each goal.  The four priority areas are: (a) Economic development; (b) Social development; (c) 
Environment and natural resources and; (d) Institutions and governance. Africa’s 12 SDGs were to be 
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achieved within 15 years, starting from 2016. The Ministers further recommended coherence between 
the SDGs and the five priority areas of the African Common Position (ACP) on the Post-2015 
Development Agenda, in order for the continent to have one and only one common position and a 
single set of African goals. 
  
31. The AUC had decided, in collaboration with ECA, NPCA, UNDP and the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), to support continental and regional monitoring and evaluation of the 
Africa SDGs. 
 
32. The meeting took note of the information and recommended that as many partners as possible 
should be invited to provide technical support to ensure coherence between the SDG and ACP 
processes. It also recommended that Gender should be a stand-alone goal in the converged goals.  
 
Alignment of the RCM annual meeting with the Conference of African Ministers of Finance, 
Planning and Economic Development 
 
33. A representative of the RCM Secretariat explained that a proposal had been made to align the 
Sessions of the RCM with the Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic 
Development. Such an arrangement  would provide a platform for the United Nations leadership to 
engage directly and effectively as a collective body with African Ministers. In addition to scale and 
cost effectiveness, that plan would provide networking opportunities and the chance for the senior 
management of the United Nations to gain further insight into Africa’s development aspirations and 
concerns.  That alignment was discussed and adopted.  
 
Recommendations from the fifth plenary session 

 
RCM-Africa 

 
34. Going forward, to improve the Mechanism, the following recommendations were made:  
 

(a) Efforts at joint programming between the United Nations system and the African Union 
Commission on the basis of the priorities of the African Union and its NEPAD 
Programme. The priorities of the RECs should be strengthened. In this regard, clusters, 
in collaboration with the Commission, NEPAD and the RECs, are urged to formulate 
medium-term business plans to support their programmes and activities; 

(b)  Knowledge about the Mechanism and involvement in its implementation is extremely 
limited at senior management levels of the African Union and its organs. To increase 
involvement at all levels, there is a need for the secretariat to brief the commissioners 
and department directors of the Commission, the management of the NEPAD Agency 
and of the RECs on the Mechanism and the Ten Year Capacity-Building Programme for 
the African Union; 

 (c) All clusters should prioritize inter-cluster collaboration and partnerships as per previous 
decisions of the Mechanism. In this regard, clusters are encouraged to continue to meet 
on a quarterly basis at least, and subclusters should meet in between the regular 
meetings of clusters. A calendar of regular meetings of each cluster should be drawn up 
and maintained at the Mechanism secretariat for ease of planning for all concerned; 
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(d) All participating cluster members on the United Nations side should ensure that the 

work done by the Mechanism and clusters is adequately provided for in their regular 
work programmes and programme budgets. Their performance within the Mechanism 
should be taken into account in their performance reviews; 

(e) To effectively play its role in support of the African Union and its NEPAD Programme 
at the regional and subregional levels, the secretariat needs to be well resourced in ways 
that would enable it to provide more effective substantive support to the clusters of the 
Mechanism; foster subregional coordination; improve United Nations cooperation and 
coordination with the African Union, NEPAD, the African Development Bank and the 
regional economic communities; and monitor and evaluate the Ten Year Capacity-
Building Programme and Mechanism-related activities and actions; 

(f) The Secretariat, in consultation with United Nations agencies and ECA subregional 
offices, should provide overall guidance in the functioning of the Subregional 
Coordination Mechanisms (SRCMs) in all subregions. The Secretariat should guide the 
RECs, individually or collectively, on how to determine their participation in the 
SRCMs. In this regard, the Mechanism secretariat should approach the RECs that are 
not yet part of an SRCM to sensitize them on how to engage in the process; 

(g) The Secretariat should implement strategies to strengthen coordination of fundraising by 
partnering with agencies, foundations, the private sector, and so on. In this regard, 
cluster members can also prepare proposals to raise funds for joint programming with 
concrete results;  

(h) Resource mobilization and leveraging with AUC and RECs should be encouraged; 
(i) The development of a communication strategy to advocate and mobilize resources for 

the activities of the clusters in support of various programmes of support to the African 
Union and its organs is an imperative; 

(j) In keeping with the Naivasha spirit, organize regular cluster coordinators meetings to 
plan and review progress in the implementation of activities and ensure regular reporting 
as well to the AU Commission through the appropriate unit on partnership with the 
United Nations. Agencies are encouraged to take the initiative to call these meetings; 

(k) Endorse the recommendations of the Cluster Coordinators Meeting of 11 November 
2013;  

(l) As per the recommendations of the 10th RCM Session, efforts to mainstream gender 
must be enhanced across all cluster programmes and activities. In this regard, the 
ongoing participatory gender audit initiative supported by the Gender and Development 
Subcluster should be replicated within the RCM and its clusters;  

(m) Considering its comparative advantage in CAADP and PIDA, NPCA should co-
coordinate the agriculture and infrastructure clusters. In the Agriculture Food Security 
and Rural Development Cluster, NPCA is Deputy Co-Coordinator.  

(n) Organize a pre-RCM meeting two to three weeks in advance of the main meeting so as 
to ensure the adequate preparation of the sessions of the main RCM.  

(o) In terms of joint programming, the Division of Strategic Planning of the AUC should be 
involved and all United Nations agencies should contribute to think tank activities such 
as support to finalizing the Africa Common Position on the Post-2015 Development 
Agenda and its promotion and to drafting the African Union Vision 2063.  

(p) Promote joint activities to support the implementation of Africa’s programmes and 
strategies such as the Africa Programme on Accelerated Improvement of Civil 
Registration and Vital Statistics (APAI-CRVS), in cooperation with the AUC, ECA, 
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UNICEF, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
as well as the joint strategy on traditional practices implemented in cooperation with the 
AUC, the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, 
UNICEF, UNFPA, ECA and the Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices.  

 
Preliminary report of the second triennial review of the TYCBP-AU 

 
35.  H.E. Erastus Mwencha, co-chair of RCM-Africa and Deputy Chairperson of the AUC, 
commended the consultant for the preliminary report and presentation, noting the achievements of the 
clusters/subclusters in the implementation of their respective programmes in support of the TYCBP-
AU. However, a number of challenges still existed, including the need to develop benchmark 
indicators, results-based targets to track progress of implementation as well as mechanisms for 
monitoring and evaluating implementation of the TYCBP-AU.  
 
36. The capacity needs of the AUC were broad and support directed at sectoral programmes should 
ensure to achieve the desired results. To that end, there should be a clear strategy that ensured that the 
RCM and the TYCBP-AU responded to the priorities of the AU and its NEPAD Programme. The key 
areas of capacity support should target the following: 
  

(a) Science and Technology as an enabler of development;  
(b) Investment in skills development in Africa was critical to transforming the continent. 

Capacity was required for new technology and adapting existing technology to align 
with the continent’s development agenda;   

(c)  Boosting intra-African trade as well as ensuring the implementation of the Continental 
Free Trade Area as the backbone of Africa’s integration agenda;   

(d) Infrastructure development was important for supporting trade and development on the 
continent; 

(e) Resource mobilization to finance Africa’s development.  
 

37. The Deputy Chairperson then directed cluster coordinators to meet to establish a working group 
to determine clear roles and responsibilities and prepare a proposal on a framework of United Nations 
support to the AU and its NEPAD Programme, including the African Union Agenda 2063 and a 
successor programme to the TYCBP-AU after 2016, for consideration by the 15th Session of the RCM-
Africa in March 2014.  
 
38. Given that the 15th Session of the RCM-Africa will be a high-level meeting, the Deputy 
Chairperson suggested that we should immediately mobilize representation at the highest level of 
United Nations agencies including an invitation to the United Nations Secretary-General.  
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Regional Development Assistance Framework  
 
39. Recommendations on this subject matter were as follows:  
 

(a) The RDAF to be renamed the Regional Development Cooperation Framework (RDCF); 
(b) The RDCF should be broadened beyond resource mobilization with clear roles and 

responsibilities to support the RCM.  It should also act as a platform for the coherent 
delivery of the RCM mandate; 

(c) Development of the framework should be assigned to a group of consultants because of 
the scope of the work;  

(d) The RDCF should be holistic and include the thematic focus of the clusters including 
urbanization.  

 
Any other business 
  
40. No item was raised. 
 
Closing 
 
41. In her closing remarks, Ms. Vera Ngosi of the AUC, on behalf of the AUC Deputy Chairperson, 
thanked all the participants for their outstanding level of discussions and contributions during the 
meeting. She also saluted all distinguished personalities from the United Nations, whose presence 
ensured fruitful outcomes. She also emphasized the need for collaboration for the forthcoming RCM-
Africa meeting that would take place in Abuja in March 2014.  Lastly, Ms. Ngosi expressed her 
appreciation and thanks to the Joint Secretariat for the hard work that had gone into organizing a 
successful meeting. 
 
42.  Mr. Adeyemi Dipeolu, Director of the Capacity Development Division of ECA, in his closing 
remarks, conveyed a message of appreciation to Mr. Carlos Lopes, Under-Secretary-General and 
Executive Secretary of ECA and Mr. Abdalla Hamdok, Deputy Executive Secretary of ECA, for their 
commitment to the meeting.  He also thanked participants for their fruitful discussions, good 
presentations and recommendations. He made observations on the meeting and its achievements in 
terms of the outcome and the way forward. Lastly, he urged participants to start moving forward to 
prepare for the forthcoming 15th Session of the RCM-Africa in March 2014. 
 
43. He declared the meeting closed at 3.30 p.m. with a vote of thanks to the AUC, United Nations 
delegates, presenters, interpreters and the RCM Secretariat for ensuring a successful meeting. 
 
 

 




