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Introduction

For North Africa the year 2013 was marked in many countries by ongoing political transitions followed 
by the challenging of the development and governance models prevailing in 2011, a sharpening of 
the security risk throughout the entire region and the persistence in all countries of a certain number 

climate change. The social call for better political and economic governance, more jobs and reduction 
of inequality to different degrees has remained an ongoing and particularly pressing concern.

The economic and environmental challenges as a matter of fact constituted the focal point of several 
meetings and conferences organized in 2013 in the framework of the regional and international agendas 
on development, in particular those pertaining to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and 

multilateral trade negotiations and the establishment of the information society. The outcomes of all 
these meetings and initiatives currently underway will, to a large degree, determine the objectives 

countries of North Africa. 

The present report intends to take a look at the situation as it stood in 2013 on the various topics1 

support of the preparation by the countries of North Africa in these conferences and for monitoring 
implementation of the principal commitments.

consideration of the priorities in the subregion in the negotiation process at the international and regional levels. This report also 
emphasizes the principal conclusions and commitments made with regard to the international and regional agendas for 2013 and bears 
witness to the outcomes of the activities carried out in this framework at the regional level. 
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I - African consultation process for the 
development of SDGs post-Rio+20

Context

entitled “The future we want”, which was endorsed by the 
United Nations General Assembly in resolution 66/288.

the three sustainable development dimensions in the economic, 
social and environmental arenas constitutes one of the major 

commitments already made in the framework of the major 
summits on economic, social and environmental issues while 

agenda.

For this purpose the General Assembly launched a 

created an intergovernmental consultation process open to all 

funding for sustainable development. 

A high-level political forum 
(HLPF) replaces the United 
Nations Commission on sus-
tainable development

under the aegis of the General 

is to accelerate the achieve
ment of the visions adopted at 

four years under the auspices 
of the General Assembly and 
every year under the auspices 
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Africa’s development priorities, as well as their appropriation and implementation. This led to the 

A. Outcome of the regional African consultation meeting on SDGs

Government of the African Union in May 2013.

2

The elimination of poverty was adopted as the leading goal of sustainable development. The other 

Reduction of inequality, social protection and taking into consideration of the needs of 

Rational management of crucial natural resources 
(mines, land and sea, forests, water) currently subject 

Access for all to basic services (health, energy, 

sustainable development and taking into account 
climate change and management of the risk of natural 

2

post-2015 development agenda 
for Africa: 

-

-

-

-
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The strengthening of partnerships and resources for implementation through innovative 
mechanisms.

Objective 1:

Objective 2:
security for all

Objective 3:

Objective 4: Achieve universal access to affordable and high quality education at all levels

Objective 5: Achieve gender equality and empowerment of women, the young and vulnerable 
persons

Objective 6:
and social security, as well as decent jobs for all, particularly for young people

Objective 7:

affordable price, build resilient cities and sustainable human establishments.

Objective 8:
sustainable utilization and management of natural resources

Objective 9:
drought and promote sustainable management of land and maritime spaces

Objective 10:

Objective 11:

Objective 12:

principle of “joint but differentiated responsibility” and therefore of different national situations, 

of 2016.
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development focusing on human beings which is both equitable and inclusive, making it possible to 
contribute to the transformation and emergence of Africa while being respectful of the environment 

sets forth collective recommendations. 

information and new facts that may occur, in consultation with the African members of the working 

B. Priorities and SDGs for North Africa

The report also emphasized the major topics not taken into account in the MDGs but which were 
determinant for arriving at a situation of sustainable development. This is in reference to governance, 

discrepancies.
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The table below describes the topics dealt with for each of the four goals.

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Conclusion

Africa should continue their commitment in this process, implicate further all the national players 

frameworks for joint action, particularly in the Arab region and Africa as a whole.
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II - Negotiations on climate: Scope and limits of CdP19 (Warsaw)

A. Concise overview of the background of the 
negotiations

From Rio to Bali

community is taking into consideration climate change and 
the effect on humans and ecosystems via the United Nations 

have the aim of reducing the impact of climate change were 

From Bali to Doha

resulting from deforestation and the degradation of forests) in developing countries. At Durban the 

From Doha to Warsaw



9

choose the date at which to do so

institution of an institutional mechanism designed to tackle the losses and harm caused 

The Warsaw conference kept the initial goals of the Durban platform regarding a legally binding 

question of national goals constituted one of the points of disagreement between developed countries 

Losses and harm caused

as liable for natural disasters perhaps in the future leading to legal proceedings.
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cut agreement on this matter.

The new “Warsaw international mechanism » has the aim of improving the support and the measures 
of response to the losses and harm caused, to improve knowledge and coordination. However, the 
modalities for implementation still remain to be decided.

REDD+ and forests

developing countries based on the outcomes pursuant to forest protection. This agreement is the result 

and check the emission reductions announced with regard to forests.

unimplemented.

rules.

Agricultural issues

pushing ahead the meeting date by several months.

launching a work program on agriculture primarily owing to differences in opinion on the importance 

to talk about the manner of adapting these new challenges while taking account of the advantages 

productivity while sequestering carbon).

Next phases

The African group of negotiators is increasingly better prepared and receiving ever more help from 

African position is therefore clearer, which lends Africa a stronger voice during negotiation processes. 
However, Africa needs to continue to work on fundamental topics such as adaptation, agriculture, and 

period.
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III - International Conference on Population 
and Development +20 review process

efforts have been made to monitor and report on its implementation 

objectives. Also, it emphasized the need for “Governments to recommit themselves at the highest 

progress made and the challenges faced in its implementation at all levels, particularly at the national 
and the international cooperation level.  

and taking into account the need for a systematic, comprehensive and integrated approach to population 

A. Global review process

methodology ensuring comparability of results across countries. The global survey is the core element 

implementation, and the emerging issues that require attention. 

consultation among the various stakeholders and sectors at the country level so as to foster a shared 
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B. African regional review process

1. National review process

To ensure the high quality of the regional review process, it was paramount to ensure that the results 

global level as well as the preparation of a country report. 

The main purpose of the country reports was to provide country analyses of the implementation of the 

information and collaboration between the three agencies allowing an effective and productive 
partnership.

submitted high quality country reports. This high level of participation indicates the dedication of 

have also organized national validation workshops.

2. Regional report

The information gathered through the questionnaire and the country report has served as a basis for 

report served as a major reference for population and development policies and programmes beyond 

3. African Ministerial Conference on Population and Development

During the conference, the ministers recognized that despite the enormous gains in the realization 

fundamental rights and freedoms, without distinction of any kind, enabling people to fully participate 

issued a commitment to develop, strengthen and implement appropriate legislation, national policies 
and programmes guaranteeing and promotion of human rights, dignity and equality for inclusive 
sustainable economic and social development in all sectors. At the end of their deliberations, a draft 
declaration was endorsed by the ministers with some reservations coming from several countries.
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IV - Second high-level dialogue 
on international migration and 
development

The United National General Assembly on 3 

on migration and development.

migration and development had been organized 

normative regime, it did establish a world forum on migration and development.

cooperation.

dialogue.

Governments adopted a declaration recognizing that international migrations cover multiple realities 

that in this respect they constitute a transversal phenomenon that should be approached in a coherent, 

economic and environmental aspects respectful of human rights.

and inclusive programme for international migration, integrating and respecting human rights all 

at the regional and world levels. 

cooperation and regional integration policy”. 

a study on migration issues in the development strategies and policies of North African countries, 
including AMU members. This study was developed on the basis of information and data gathered via a 
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The study analyses the political decisions taken at the national level by certain countries in the subregion 
in order to assess the manner in which the stakes connected to migration are taken into consideration. 
The second objective of this study is to serve as a tool for advocacy designed to raise the political 

makers, planners, researchers and other strategic players dealing with migration in Africa.

The major recommendations during this entire survey concern the issue of whether migration must 
constitute the coherent multisectoral framework setting the objectives and orientations, as well as the 

be carried out and greater rigor at the level of the intervention programmes.

With regard to irregular transit migration, the current measures must be upgraded to favorably respond 
to the complaints issued by various parties concerned by the protection of human rights in general and 
those of migrants in particular. This will refer to protecting the human rights of all migrants, reducing 

As for the Diaspora, the Governments want the migrant communities and others in the Diaspora to 
contribute more to their respective counties of origin. To do so they must facilitate the participation 
thereof and provide adequate frameworks and tools aiming at fostering different forms of return by 

the region of origin, as well as the promotion of regional and local associations of migrants and the 
creation of partnerships with development associations to contribute to the completion of development 
projects both regionally and locally. 

To place a process for the integration of migration in development strategies certain types of skills 

actions aiming at the strengthening of capacities at the national and local level for the integration of 
migration in the related policies and programmes. 

Further it was underlined that the gathering of reliable data constitutes a fundamental element for the 
implementation of all policies, programmes and strategies focusing on migration. Therefore, it would 
be timely to integrate for each type of national survey and census, the issue of indicators concerning 
migration. A migration observatory as proposed by the various countries could be entrusted with the 
collection and production of high quality surveys.

have developed on this issue, as well as other participants originating from partner institutions in 



15

V - Monitoring the implementation of 
the Convention on the Eliminaton of 
All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women

of Discrimination Against Women, adopted by the 

consecration of the universality of the principle of equal rights between males and females. Monitoring 

information pursuant to the legislation and to the other measures adopted to do away with the violence 
against women and girls and the support provided to the victims of said violence. Also, they must take 

campaign entitled “All together for do away with violence against women”, which was intended to 

women in Africa in 2013, the subject of which dealt with “The socioeconomic cost of violence 
against women”. The report has the ambition of demonstrating that violence represents a serious 

economy.

of the problem regarding violence against women in Africa and to support the constitution and 
implementation of appropriate policies geared to eradication.
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concerned counties 

Morocco, Mozambique and Uganda.

violence toward women targets a certain number of areas such as the establishment of a legal basis 

absolute necessity. 

women.
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VI - Doha Round of multilateral 
negotiations

ranging reform programme launched at Doha 
but the true issue at hand was the very future of 

to a global understanding.

A. Results of the Bali “package”

least developed countries), and trade facilitation (with a view to reducing red tape at border crossings).

points and port authorizations. The remainder of the agreement focuses on various issues pursuant to 
development including food security in developing countries and cotton, as well as a certain number 
of other provisions for the least advanced nations.

maintain them a low levels, as well as to reduce the hurdles to agricultural products when imports 
under a quota system.

The decision concerning trade facilitation is a multilateral agreement with the aim of streamlining 

interest for countries without coastal areas looking for trade with neighboring countries.

A part of the agreement implies the need for assistance for development and for the least developed 

linked to implementation.

addition to the creation of a stable and more attractive business climate for foreign direct investment.
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protection of public inventory programmes for food security in developing countries so that there can 
be no legal impediments even if the limits of internal support have been reached.

The solution proposed is provisional only and a large share of the negotiations dealt with what would 
come to pass at the end of the intermediate period. The outcome of the consultations consists of the 
establishment of a working programme having the aim to produce a permanent solution in four years 

The members came to an agreement on a combination of consultation and information when the 

list of general services admitted without limitation as they cause only slight distortion in trading. This 
refers to a request by an African group aiming at facilitation of land restoration, soil conservation and 

issuance of land titles and population programmes.

well as other similar measures, remain limited. The third one deals with the improvement of access to 
markets for cotton products originating from the least developed countries and aid to the development 
for production therein.

countries preferential access to the markets and services of wealthier nations.

granted to developing countries.

B. Implications for Africa in general and North Africa in particular

cost of transactions inside the continent is decidedly higher than those for trade with non African 

regional economic communities which for the most part already have ambitious programmes for 

trading in manufactured products, particularly in North Africa as compared to other types of trade. 
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of economies while facilitating better integration in global value chains, as well as the creation a 
regional value chains.

developing and implementing themselves measures for facilitating trade and even for providing 

respect.
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VII - ICT4All and monitoring of WSIS

information and communication technologies.

Forum 2013 under the topic of

21 countries including 11 governmental delegations 

12 regional and international organizations, 

Algeria was the Forum guest of honor. 
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A. Networks of the future and broadband communications

Trust in digital technology 

seated changes in information and communications technology are the harbingers of a new economic 

New networks of the future and the socioeconomic impact thereof

Trust in digital technology

The participants emphasized the importance of coherence in the development of an effective national 

economy.

and job creation. 
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framework it is important to prepare the arrival of wide band rights and propose affordable prices, 

Agenda.

major stages making it possible to devise a global report slated for submittal to the United Nations 

level 

regional organization in Africa and the Arab world to continue along with the relevant parties, 
the assessment efforts instituted. They recognized the importance of the continental and regional 

structures.

For the countries of Africa this will also occur in coherence with the prospective studies pursuant to 
the African Union’s Agenda 2063.
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Conclusion 

of commitments in terms of reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, the measures of response to 

and greater liberalization of world trade in the medium term will have major repercussions are the 
development strategies and the performance of North African economies. 

transitions and rising security risks, all of the countries of the subregion must remain solidly committed 

devising of responses to the planetary challenges and for effectively taking into consideration their 
development priorities in the international agenda. 

Likewise, consolidation of the MDGs already achieved and the attainment of the remaining targets 

counter performance in the areas of youth unemployment, inequality and spatial discrepancies, and 

number while conserving the macroeconomic balances and the competitiveness of enterprises. These 
efforts must be coupled with the reinforcement of national production and data analysis systems 

the mobilization of internal resources.

The debates already begun at the national and regional level on all these issues will contribute to better 
appropriation by all players of the challenges and priorities of development, to the strengthening of 

Africa should also strengthen the subregional collaboration frameworks so as to build consensus, 

African and Arab levels.

and security risks. This would require giving a dynamic push to the regional cooperation institutions 

an optimum framework for the devising of joint proposals on the different topics in the development 
agendas and a more favorable balance of power in international negotiations.




