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STATEMENT BY MR. ADEBAYO ADEDEJI, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE
ECONOWMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA, AT THE MEETING OF PLENIPOTENTIARIES
ON THE AFRICAN CENTRE FOR TRANSFER, ADAPTATION AND LEVELOPMENT OF
TECHNOLOGY, KADUNA, NIGERIa, 10 - 15 NOVEWBER 1977

Distinguished Plenipotentiaries,

It gves me greatpleasure to welcome you to this important
meeting of African Plenipotentiaries which has been specially
convened to take a decisive step towards the establishment of an
African Regional Centre for Technology as one means of strengthen—
ing theltechnologlcal capability of this region. I wish to thank
your respective Governments for having responded to my anvitation
to attend this meeting, which comes just over a month after we
considered the establishment of the Centre at an intergovernmental
meeting of African experts in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania,
I am also hamby to sec resresentatives of OAU and of United Nations
bodies and specialized agencies which are co-operating fully with

ECA 1in promoting this important nroject.

The mceting owes 1ts origin to resclution 87 (IV) of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, adooted an
Nairobi in May 1976. That Conference requested the Organization

of African Unity and the Economic Commission for Africa, in
collaboration with UNCTAD, UNIDO, UNESCO and WIPO, to convene a
meeting of plenipotentiaries in 1977, preceded by appropriate
preparatory work, to establish an African Centre for the
Developrent and Tramefer of Technology ae & means for
strengthening the technological capability of the African region.
Subsequently ECA undertook consultations with QAU and the

various United Nations agencies specified in the resolution

IM77-1951



regarding the nature of the preparatory activities, and the consulta~

t1one led to the adoption of the following programme of activities:

1. Consultation and agreement on the terms of reference of
an exploratory mission to coﬂsult with Governments on
the proposed centre; !

2. Organization of an interagency mission to 17 African
countries between April and June 1977, and the preparation
of the mission report. The mission was organized in fwo
teams, one led by Dr. Lartey of Ghana and the other by
Professor Ouahes of Algeria. The overQAII leader of the
entire mission was, however, Dr. lartey. In addition 1o
ECA the following orgenizations participated at thear
own expensc 1n the mission: [PAO, ILO, UNIDO, UNCTAD,

UNESCO and WIPO;

3 Consideration of the mission report by an interagency

meeting in September 1977;

4, Organization of an Intergovernmental Meeting of African
Experts to make final recormendations on the Centre on

the basis of the report of the missicn and the report

of the interagency meeting.

I am glad to report that all these activities have been
carried out satisfactorily, and the various reports arising there—
from were 01rculated among member States to keep the Governments
well informed on progress in the i1mplementation of the nroject.

May I take this opportunity to thank most sincerely those countries

which were visited by the mission for their assistance and support

to the members of the mission.

Before I comment on the substantive business of this meeting,
I should like to reiterate my deeply felt gratitude to the United
Natione Development Programme, which has provided substantial

financial support for the preparatory stage of this project.



iy thanks also go to FAO, UNESCO, UNCTAD, ILO, UNIDO and WIPO -~ all
of which participated in the interagency mission and collaborated
with ECA 1n the follow-up activiires which I mentioned earlier,

I hope that this spirat of co—operation w1ll continue to flourish
in the future whon the final nhase i1n the process of establishing

the African Centre for Technology gets under way.

The objective laid down by UNCTAD 1in resolution 87 'TY) is
that this meeting of plenipotentiaries will establish an African
centre for the development, transfer and adajtation of technology.
Your task during this si.c-day meeting 1s therefore to make a
definite and unequivocal decision on its establishment by
approving the constitution recomnended by the Intergovernmental
Meeting of Experts and by sLgning the constltutlon on behalf of

¥

your respgctive Governments as their accredlted plenlpotentlarles.

Distinguished Plenipotentiaries,

It may perhaps be useful at this stage to consader briefly
why we are concerned about technology. Technology 1s & crucial
element in the development process, be 1% 1n the field of
exploration of natural reeources or in thec establishment of
modern physical infrastructure, or in the improvement of living
conditions. The indusirialized countries know this only too
well, and for them technology has for almost two centuries now
assumed a central role in their development strategies and 1n
their capabilities to compete commercially or militarily - and,
indeed, in their very survival as natrons. In Africa one can go
ag far as to suggest that African countries have yet to awake
fully to the one critical factor that has kept them behind in the
development race since the 1ndustrial revolution took place in
Burope. African Governments seemed to have failed to realize
that 1ndustrial and agricultural revolution cannot take place
unless preceded by a technologacal revolution, and that this

cannot happen until science and technology have become an organic



and root-taking process., The time has therefore come when we
should cease talltang or thinking about science and technology
merely in theoretical or philosophical terms. Rather we should
be awakened to the urgency of engineering a technological revolu—
ti1on i1n Afraca. I firmly believe that without such a revolution,
all cur elforts to achieve internally oriented self-sustaining
growth with an increasing measure of national and collective self-
reliance will come to naught. And our dependence on the
industrialized countrics for skills, technology and capital goods

will deepen rather than diminish.

Very few African countries are today in a position to say
what their natural resources are and what could be done with
them. Fewer still cep undertokc the cogversion of more thon a
modesf amount and variety of such natural resocurces into semi~
finished and finished vproducts. And yet this 1s the heart of
industrialization. The wajority of African countries cannot
produce simple spare parts and components for most of the capital
goods that we import. When we speak of industrial development,
we veer between conventional importwsubstitution industries -
whaich have done little but drain our foreign exchange resources
while creating a host of other problems - or the assembly or
packaging of imported manufactured products. We behave as 1f
there s no major disjunction beiween the type of skills needed
for bolting and welding parts together and the type of skills

essential for the manufacturce of the parts.

Adm1ttedly, many Governments have sat up ministries of science
and technology or scicnce research councils, and have established
other relevant infrastructure. A lot of research work, mainly in
agriculture, has been and 1s sti1ll being undertaken within our
countries, and 1t appears as though we have set ourselves on the
path to technological development, But to what extent have these

actions helped us to reach our goal? And what has been our goal?



Certainly, some of the research results emanating from Africa have
cortrabuted to the world stock of knowledge, but. wathout the ability
to utilize this knowledge to produce goods, to set up industries,

to exploit our resources and expand our economies, Africa's effort
will be directed tovards the wrong goals. . In fact 1t amounts to

a misuse of our meagre resources not to emphasize the technology

of production which nll have a positive effcct on our development.

Unfortunately, many development plans malke no provision for
the acquisition of the various technologires necessary for the
attainment of the stated objectives. This 15 no doubt one of the
contributing factors to the undep—implementation of many of Africa's

development nlans. It 1s wrongly assumed that technology will take

care of 1tself., We now know that 1t does not. 4And in the absence

of autonomous bodies to provide the technologies required, 1t 1s
incumbent upon Governments %o plan to make these technologies
available 1n good time for the prompt 1mplementation of develop--

ment plans. For a start, such technologies will have to be

imported, since most of the technologres available today have
been developed in the industrialized countries. However, we
must avoid the temptation of thinking that our salvation lies
solely in our being able to transfer these technologies to our

owmn situation. The technologies we import were developed in

response to specific tasks to operate within physical and social

environments different from our own. There is therefore a

possibility ol incompatibility, and & nced on our part to adapt

them to our own enviromment. As I sa1d in my address to the

Intergovernmental liceting of Dxperts, technclogy 1s t1me~bound,

resource~constrained, location—specific and directed and managed
w1tk — a preoduction matrii

Tt 1s my view that, in frying to bring about an equitable
far too much

echnology.

transfer of technology to developing countries,

atiention has been concentrated on the sujpliers of t



Wlthln the United Nations system serious attempis are under way
to revase the Pards Convention for the Protection of Industrial
Pr%perty,‘and to cstablish an International Code of Conduct on
the Transfer of Technology. These important negotiations taking
place at the giobal level deserve your full support and under-
stana%ng, for they will havec a considerable immact on the market

for technology in the futurc.

However, 1t seems that the debate on the transfer of tech-
nology has not laid sufficient stress on the recipient, nor on
what 1t 1s thét 18 to be transferrede. It 18 perhaps assumed that,
1f the market conditions are right, the technology will flow fram
gource to where 1t 1s nceded. Unfortunately this 1s unlikely to
happen, for geveral reasons. First, the developing countries
lack the bapablllty to shop from the technology supermarket.
Secondly, they have a limited capacity for articulating their
technological needs. Thirdly, they are generally handicapped
1n the selection of the technologies best surted to their needs.
And fourthly, they are less familrar wath the negotiaiions to

ensure tﬂe acquisition of technologies on the most favourable
terms. ‘

These are indeed major obstacles. Fach country will there-
fore have to devote particular attention to buirlding up expertise
1in a vast array of technical, economic and legal specialities and
creating 1nstitutions to nandle these rather important aspects
of technological development. Beyond this, countries will have
to reorientate their cducation and treining programmes and thear
research activities 1f they are to meet the challenges which are
1table when they resolve to emancipatc themselves from the

inev

technological dependence 1n which they find themselves today.

We urgently need to provide education for 1nnovation, while at

the same time we must burld a conbimuing Nrocess of innovation

into education. Our ultimate objective 1s the mastery of that



corpus of knowledge 1n such a way that we are able not only %o
use it with the minimum of help, and to redesign and adapt it,

but alsax to conceive, design and >roduce new technology which

meets our s»pecific requirements and is suitable to our environment,

P

Distinguished Plenipotentiaries,

The report of the interagency mission lays great siress on
the necessity for an explicii national policy in the field ofv
technology. Such a policy will not only take care of the situa~
tion I have been relating above, but will also provide clear
guidance in invesfment, research and development and the utiliza-
tion of its results; technological manpower and training;
industrialization; etc., etc, It will also embrace issues such
as the selection, transfer and adaptation of technology, and
more importantly the development of technology locally. The B
development of national capabilitics to carry out this i1mportant
role 18 at the very basis of national endeavours to attain a
greater measure of technological self-reliance, as recommended
1n UNCTAD resolution 87 (IV)a The report also recommends the
setting up of national centres for technology, and provides

guidance on the kinds of 1issue such centres should concern

themselves with.

At the continental level, the proposed Regional Ccnire will
be an important instrument in cnabling us get down to the real
jssues of technology development and transfer in Africa, and
through this Regional Centre, African countries should be able

to share the experience they have had in this i1mportant field

of technology. I cannot overemphasize the fact that the primary

task of the proposed Regional Cen
possaible Africa's technological capability. I have no doubt
that this Centre will morc than justify 1tself within a very
Through collaboration with

n and outside

tre 15 to 1ncrease as rapidly as

short time from its establishment.

national institutions and other instaitutions withi



Africa and within and outside the Unmited Nations system, this
Regional Centre 1s bound to make a considerable contribution to
technological development in Africa; save member States some,
if not all, of substantial foreign exchange lost through lack
of effective controls over imported technology: and, above all,
facilitate Africa's technologrcal revolution - an objective to

which ECA is totally committed.

T therefore hope, Distinguished Plemipotentiaries, that
you will net only sign the agreement setting up the African
Centre for Technology, but alsc ensure that your countries
rat1fy the agreement without any delay so that I can convene
the first meeting of the Governing Council of the Cenire during

the first quarter of 1978. We cannot afford any delay.

T thank you for your attention.



