
  

 

Distr.: LIMITED  
ECA-WA/AD HOC/2013/01  

Original: English   

 

 

 

 

 

 

AADD  HHOOCC  EEXXPPEERRTTSS  GGRROOUUPP  MMEEEETTIINNGG    
 

Strengthening the capacity of West African States on green 

economy for mitigation of climate change  

 
 
 

 
CONCEPT NOTE 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH 2013 
ABIDJAN, CÔTE D’IVOIRE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

uneca.org x: (+227) 20 72 28 94; E-mail: srdcwest@uneca.org 

UNITED NATIONS 

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA 

SUB-REGIONAL OFFICE FOR WEST AFRICA 

ECA/SRO-WA 
 

NATIONS UNIES 

COMMISSION ÉCONOMIQUE POUR L’AFRIQUE 

BUREAU SOUS-RÉGIONAL POUR L’AFRIQUE DE L’OUEST 

CEA/BSR-AO 

  



2 

 

Background 

 

The green economy has gained currency in the global efforts to address climate change and ensure sustainable 

development. There is mounting evidence that unless the pursuit of economic growth and poverty reduction is 

done sustainably there will be both an environmental degradation and developmental reversal in the years 

ahead. Various debates are coalescing around the idea that with sufficient efforts a three-pronged goal of high 

economic growth, environmental protection and employment creation is achievable. While there are ongoing 

efforts to define green economy, the working definition by the United Nations Environmental Protection 

Agency (UNEP) describes it as „a system of economic activities related to the production, distribution and 

consumption of goods and services that result in improved human well-being over the long term, while not 

exposing future generations to significant environmental risks and ecological scarcities.‟  

 

Reinforcing this call for green economy to achieve sustainable development, the June 2012 UN Conference on 

Sustainable Development (Rio+20) stated in its outcome statement that green economy can achieve “the 

priorities of poverty eradication, food security, sound water management, universal access to modern energy 

services, sustainable cities, management of oceans and improving resilience and disaster preparedness, as 

well as public health, human resource development and sustained, inclusive and equitable growth that 

generates employment, including for youth.”  

 

Admittedly, the work on agreeing on the basic elements of green economy is ongoing, and identifying and 

explaining its benefits remain fraught with controversy. Nonetheless, the basic idea is a push for transition to 

renewable energy technologies (e.g. solar, biomass, hydro and wind power) and other „greener‟ modalities to 

drive economies thereby reducing the speed of global warming and mitigating its economic and social impact, 

especially on the most vulnerable groups of the society. For starters, the supportive energy policies and 

affordable renewable energy technologies are deemed pivotal to help improve the living standards in low 

income areas, particularly in those without access to energy. Macro- and microeconomic policies need to 

entrench efficiency in production and consumption, including through tax and subsidy policies. These policy 

and regulatory interventions should lead to changes in investment and business operations, and in overall 

behavioral change in society. Sustainable and decent jobs will be spawned by new sectors such as organic 

agriculture, renewable energy, building retrofits for energy efficiency, public transportation and recycling, 

among others. The contentious issue is whether the number of newly created „green jobs‟ will eclipse that of 

destroyed old „brown jobs‟, and whether there will be sufficient resources and time to re-skill labor to take 

advantage of the green jobs. 

 

Faced with mounting realities (e.g., frequent droughts and floods, and soil degradation) that the „business as 

usual‟ view to economic growth and social development is no longer an option, developing nations, including 

those in West Africa, have taken first steps to greening their economies. Some countries in West Africa, such 

as Ghana, have estimated that poor environmental management reduces GDP by some 10 per cent annually
1
. 

Therefore, pursuing economic growth in an environmentally friendly manner should help pare such growth 

losses. Accordingly, country specific socio-economic development documents such as the poverty reduction 

strategies, MDG policy frameworks and others are increasingly incorporating green economy as a strategy to 

addressing and mitigating climate change. Additional to national policies, regional and sub-regional 
                                                                 
1
 See http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy/Portals/88/documents/advisory_services/countries/Ghana%20final.pdf 
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institutions have taken lead in promoting measures to mitigate climate change, including new protocols and 

mounting campaigns to draw attention to the dangers of climate change. 

 

Stemming from the mandate of Rio+20, the SRO-WA will seek, in cooperation with other relevant 

organizations, to support West African countries in developing green economy strategies. Therefore as part of 

its current work programme the office will facilitate an expert group meeting in which the sub-region‟s 

stakeholders will recommend ways to develop and/or strengthen green economy strategies in the sub-region. 

 

Objectives of the Ad Hoc Expert Group Meeting 

 

Therefore, the overall objective of the meeting is to enable the experts to review the green economy challenges 

faced by countries in West Africa, specifically focussing on the transition challenges from conventional 

agricultural, industrial and services economies to a new version based on the „green‟ way of producing the 

same goods and services. The discussions will critically review the challenges posed by inadequate 

legal/regulatory frameworks at national and regional levels, including issues of harmonization; the low skill 

levels, partly attributed to the newness of the idea of green economy; lack of finance emanating from 

competing areas for resources; relatively undeveloped public and private sector support for the green economy 

even against existing national green economy strategies; and tepid donor support, compounded by lingering 

economic crises in developed countries. The meeting will also interrogate the preparedness of countries to 

transition towards the green economy and socio-economic implications of this transition. 

 

The sharing of country knowledge, experiences and practices will be central to the meeting‟s deliberations, 

and will focus on status of national policy implementation and challenges encountered. The relevant treaties 

and protocols on climate change and green economy of ECOWAS and other intergovernmental organizations 

will also be reviewed. 

 

The meeting will specifically:  

 

(i) Review the West African green economy potential and challenges faced by African countries in 

general and West African countries in particular; 

(ii) Assess the regulatory, skill and financial barriers to the greening of the economies; 

(iii) Discuss the impact and implications of structurally transforming the agricultural, industrial and 

services sectors to align them with the imperatives of green economies;  

(iv) Evaluate the impact on employment and poverty of moving from current modes of economic 

activities to a new green economy; and 

(v) Develop concrete and practical recommendations to address the challenges towards a green 

economy in West Africa both nationally and through sub regional mechanisms.  

 

Participation 

 

Experts in green economy, climate change, sustainable development agriculture, and natural resource 

management from government institutions, the private sector and sub-regional and regional development 

partners will be invited to participate in the meeting. SRO-WA will work closely with the relevant 

intergovernmental organizations in organizing the meeting. 

 

Documentation 
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The ECA will prepare a draft document that will elaborate on issues raised above. Member States and expert 

institutions will also submit documents on regional and country experiences. 

 

Expected Outputs and Outcomes 
 

The meeting is expected to develop specific and concrete recommendations to (i) streamline, harmonize and 

strengthen the national and sub-regional regulatory frameworks for green economy, (ii) embed green economy 

principles in economic activities and sectors of key importance to West Africa, (iii) increase employment and 

reduce the level of poverty, targeting in particular the vulnerable groups, including women and youth during 

the transition towards green economy, and (iv) mobilize resources to mitigate the costs of moving towards 

green economy. The recommendations are expected to concretely address pertinent national and sub regional 

challenges. 

 

At the closing of the meeting an outcome statement will be produced and adopted. A full report of the meeting 

will be prepared and disseminated to all participants and relevant stakeholders. 

  

Venue and Date 

 

The meeting will be held on 14 and 15 March 2013 in Abidjan, Côte d‟Ivoire. 

 

Administrative Arrangements 

SRO-WA will cover the costs of a round trip economy class air ticket and daily subsistence allowance for 

invited experts at the prevailing United Nations rate for the meeting days. 

The working languages for the meeting will be English and French. 

 

Contacts 

 

All communication on the AEGM should be addressed to: 

 

Mr. Aboubacry Lom 

Officer-in-Charge 

ECA West Africa Office 

Niamey, NIGER 

Tel: +227- 20722961 

Fax: +227-20722894 

E-mail: alom-west@uneca.org 

 

And copied to: 

 

Mr. Mzwanele Mfunwa/Ms. Selamawit Abebe 

Economic Affairs Officers 

ECA West Africa Office 

Niamey, NIGER 

Tel: +227- 20722961 

Fax: +227-20722894 

E-mail: mmfunwa@uneca.org, selamawita@uneca.org 

mailto:alom-west@uneca.org
mailto:mmfunwa@uneca.org
mailto:selamawita@uneca.org


5 

 

 

Ms. Zara Sani/Ms. Kadijiatou Amadou 

Team Assistants 

ECA West Africa Office 

Niamey, NIGER 

Tel: +227- 20722961 

Fax: +227-20722894 

E-mail: kamadou@uneca.org ; zsani@uneca.org 
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