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INTRODUCTION

1, At its second meedting in Addis Ababa, 16-19 January, 1934, the Joint Inter—
governmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment (referred to
below as the Joint_CQmmitt@e), reviewed the implementation oI the Environment

in Africa worlk programme 23 carried out through the activities of the ECA Environ-
ment Section of the Socilal Developiment, Environment nnd Humat Settlements Division
Emphasis was put or the areas of combating desertification, environmental education
and training and industrial snvironmental impoct assessments 4 swmmary of the re-
coimmendation is made velow to refresh the memory of porticipants,.

2. The Joint;Committee encorzcdl the following recomrendations and resolutions of
the Regional Workshop on Combating Desertification in safrica, held in Khartoum,
Smdan, in October, 1982; 1/

institutional arrangements for desertification contrel in the
Kaelcohari desert sub-region, requesting the extension of the
United Noticonz Sudono—3ahelian Office's mandate to that sub-

el
—

regions

b) programming activities and project formulation for desertification
control by the United dations organs ond BCA to cover assistance
to member States to develop related programme activities, the idea
being that each country's action plan took oare of environmental
protection in the dry lanis;

c) improvement of desertification control mensures by the provision
of alternatives for locgl ensrgy supply; here, governments were
supposed to prevent deforestation of natural woodlands and encourage
local inhabitants to emborl on reloted nciivitiesn;

&) manpower'training for Zesertification ceantrel, incluling workshops
and seminars for this purpose; attention here would be directed to
extension and mass education programmes, dechnical co-cperation,
particularly the exchange of experiences on desertification control.

e) financing of desertification control prejects through national budgets
and international sources; this was supposed to encourage the govern-—
ments to ensure that adeguate finencial provision ig made in their
budgete Tor onti-descertificetion programmes; this wag also done to em
phasize the need for tihe mobilizaticn of bilateral wssistonce to baok-up
netional budgetery allocations to cater for the needs of programmes to
combot desertification; '

l/ E/ECA/CB.IO/IS: Report of the Sccond Hecting of the Joint Inter—governmental
Regional Committee on Human Settlements of Enviromment, Jenunry 1984, Annex I,

11,111,
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g)

control of over—gracing and development <f alternative or
supplementory livelihood systems; this was to encourage
rational animal nusbandry practices by discouraging over—
stocking of rangelands and encouraging the growing of drought
resistant varietiles 'orf plants thot can provide feed for both
enimal and humen populaticons;

extension of the AGRHYVMET network in /frica: the aim here was
for WO and UNBO to extend, to the Kalzhari desert sub-region,
the establishment and strengthening of the agro-meteorelogical
gervices which they have been leveloping Tor the Sudano—Sahelian
ZONE @

3¢ Also arising fron the Khartoum workshop were resclutions on the following areas:

i)

ii)

iiw

Regional co—operction to combat desertification: wrging the
governing councile of UNEP an' UNDP, the Economic and Social
Council of the United Hations (ECOSOC), the Southern African
Development Co-prdination Committee (SADCC), the Comité Inter—
Etot de lutte contre la s@cheresse dans le Sahel (CILSS) and
the General Assemdbly of the United Nations, to request UNSO to
include the United Republic of Tanzznia in the scope of the
pregent UNSO mandate; it alse requested the relevant organs of
the United Botions to extend assistance to the SADCC countries
of Scuthern ifrica as for the countries that belong to CILSS in
the suhel zonc of West Africos .

Exchange of information on desertification control, uwrging
Africen Governments to increase the flow of informotion and ex—
periences on desertification control wnd further urging them to
actively participate in the information gathering process that
wins being carried out by UNEP on the implementciicn of the United

Hetions Plan of Lotion to Combat Desertification (1977).

4 The Committee g&lso endorsed the reccmmendations of the ECA/UNEP Regional Workshop

on Industrial Bnvironmental Impact and Environmentel Criteria for the siting of in~
dustries in Africa requesting that /Africun Governments should immediztely take pre-

coutionary mecsures for environmental protection in indusirial develcpment.

S5  The Joint Comnittee furiher endorsed the recommendations of the meetings of experts
from governmenie znd the scientific communiiy requesting the development of a programme
of action for environmental education and training in Africa,
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6s Apart from the endorsement of the different recommendations and resolutions of
workshops ond meetings, the Joint Committee expressed concern in the area of natural
disasters and passed a resolution to that effect. It requested for a2 regionzl pro—
gramme for the protection of the environment after earthquakes and the provision of
shelter within the context of the International Year for the Homeless, 1985.

Te The areas outlined above will form the subject of the present progress report
which will also include any other activities of environmental interest that have been
undertaken since the last meeting of the Joint Cormittee in 1984,

1I. TIMPLEMENTATION OF THE RESCLUTIONS RESULTING FROM THE SECOND MEETING OF THE
JOINT CORLITTIEE AI'D OF THE LUVIRONMIEIT WORK PROCR.IIIE. FCR 1934-19835

a) Desertification end drought:

8¢ In consonnance with the activities of the Secretariat in the framework of the
present social and economic crisis in the continent, desertification control and
drought received the greatest attention. Immediately following the second Joint
Committee meeting, & Scientific Round Table on the Climatic Situation and Drought in
Africe was held in fAddis Aboha 20-23 Februar& 1984, in response to ECA resolution

473 (XVII}, The ECA Environment Section worked in collaboration with WMO, UNEP, UNSO,
FAO, UNESCO, UNRISON and OAU to implement this resclution,

9+ To prepare for the Scientific Round Table, WMO sponsored an inter-agency mecting
in Geneva, 6=7 July 19¢3, to make a preview of the meteorological aspects of drought in
Africa. In the same light, UNEP also organized a multi-disciplinary meeting in Nairobi,
13-16 November, 1983, on the effect of drought on the social and economic systems in
Africa.

10s One of the most impeartont outcomes of the Scientific Round Table was the Plan of
Action to combat the impacts of drought on the social and economic éystems of the
continent. This Plan was endorsed by ECA resolution 499 (XIX) of the Conference of
Ministers, April,1984, on the Regional Plan of JAction to Combat the Impacts of Drought
in Africa, The resolution urged member States to:

"(a) adopt appropriate measures, including increased allocation of
financial rescurces, and enhancement of manpower and institu—
ticnal capabilities within the frameworlk of the Plan of Action,
to beiter predict and combat the adverse impacts of drought;

(b} rehabilitate their drought=stricken economies in a co-ordinated
and integrated manner;

(c) design and endorce other appropriate policies for the implement-
ation of the Hegional Plan of Action in its entirety".
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1la Tangibdle ideas ond strategies suggested in the Plan of Action provided inputs for
the preparation of the ECA's Special Memorondum on the Economic and Social Crisis in
Africa, which was also adopted by its resclution 526 (XIX) of April 1984,

112. Another impbrtant outcome of the Khartoum workshop recommendations and the sub=
sequent Scientific Round Table on the Climatic Situation and Drought in Africa, and
the Special Méwmorandwn on the Crisis in the region, was the acceptance by EC0S0C, to
support the extension of UNSQ activities to the Kalahari desert sub-region by 1ts
resolution 1984/72,

13, The other ocutcome of the Scientific Round Table was resclution 528 (XIX) on
Yeteorological Services to Combat Drought in Africa. This resclution, inter alia,
requested the Executive Secretary of ECA to "study with WMO and other concerned United
Nations organizations and specialized ggencles, the feasibility of establishing an
sdvanced centre for metcorology in Africa’ sr any other alternative institutional
mechanism snd to submit the study to the twentleth se%slon of the Economlc Commlsslon

for nfrlca".

14. WMO has played the lead role in implementing this resolution by carrying out the
feasibility study for the location of the Centre and working out the framework of the
programmes as well as indicoting the financial and material implications. The feasi~
bility report was reviewed ot an inter—cgency mesting in Geneva on 30 Hovember, 1984,
This report was the subject of another report that was submitted fo the twentieth
session of the ECA Conference of Ministers which then passed resolution'540 (XX) re-
solving to establish an African Centre for Meteorological Appllcwtlons for Development
(ACHMAD) as well as ~setting out the modalities for 1ts support.

15. Other activities in the srea of combating degertification in the region included
the extension of the study of the environmental problems of wnderground water resource
exploitation to the Hiamey besed MULPOC sub=regicn. & report on the subject was pre=
sented to a meeting of the policy corgens of that MULPOC in February, 1985. A similar
study covering the Worth African MULPOC provided input into'ECA resolution A9T (XIX)
on water resourees development and follow=up to the Mar del Plata Action Plan.

b} Envirommentsl Education:

16, To follow=up the recommendations of the Joint Comnittee a. project was developed by
the BCA Bnvironment Section to incorpeorate envircmmentel components in the progrommes
of 11 ECAwsponsored institutions. The project was funded by UNEP under No, FP/3102-84-
02(2367): Incorporation of envirounmental education components into training programmes
of 11 ECA~sponsored institutions, The implementotion of this project has already begun
ond is the subject-of another report that is presented as document E/ECA/ENV/19: Report
of ECA/UNEP project for the Incorporaticn of Environmental Components into the Training
Programmes of ECA=-sponsored Institutions,
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c) Bnvironmental Protection:

17, Following the Committee's endorsement of the recommendations of the workshop on
industrial environmentel impact assessment and environmental criteria for the siting

of indusiries in Africa, activities were initiated to cdevelop standards for environment:.
protection; an expert group meeting was held in Addis fLbaba,  10=1%4 June, 1985 to work
out guidelines for developing or strengthening national standards. This was done in
close collaboration with ARSCQ, the African Reglonal Orgenizotion for Standardization
based in Nairobi, Kenya. To prepare the background documentetion for this meeting, a
consultant visited 2o selected number of African countries, and prepared a report on
guidelines for the development of naticnal enviroumental staonderds for the proteciion

of the environment. This report was studied by a group of African experts which met in
Addis Ababa, 10-14 June, 1985 and proposed the guidelines which are presented as documer.
E/BCA/ENV/20: Report of BECA/ARSO Expert Group Meeting on_the Estsblishment. and/or
Improvement of Nationzal Standards for the Protection of the Environmente

18, Concerning activities within ECA, co-ordinction on environmental matters continued
notably with the Joint PAC/ECA Division, Natural Resources Division and the Transport
Communications ond Tourism Division with whom theve has been considerable exchange of
comments on related programme documents and joint preparation of briefs for the Executiv
Secretary. Such o brief was the one for an improved application of space science and
technology for accelerated developments in the region.

ITTLFLANNED ACTTVITIES FOR THE ENVIRONMENT IN AFRICA WORK PROGRAMME FOR THE 1986~1987
BIENNIUM

aJ Drought and deseptification:

19. In keeping with resolution 526. (XIX) on the African economic and social crisis, whic
among other matiers, expressed concern adbout™the deepening cconomic and socizl criesis in
Africa and its grave implications feor the peoples of the continent™, programme activities
of the Commission have been mobhilized to answer to the urgency of the crisis, Con-

~sequently, the Environment in Africa Programme being exccuted by the Environment Section

is placing priority in all programme arcas that touch on the issues of combating the
impacts of drought and desertification; the details of these activities are presented
under document E/ECA/ENV/22, which gives the work progremme for the 1986/1987 biennium.

20s With regard to the follow-up to resolution 499 (XIX) on the regional plan of action
to combat the impacts of drought in Africa, the Environment Sectiocn will continue %o
co-ordinate inter-divisional activitics at ECAe It will also continue to collaborate
with other agencies of the United Nations system, perticularly with WMO, UNSO, UNEP and
UNDP, as well as with the OAU, government and non-governmental organizations to monitor
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ond assist in the implementation of their plons of actione In this connexion particula
attention will be paid fto seeing that the African Centre of Heteorological Application
for Development (ﬂCHﬂD) is established ond functioning os stipulated in resolution

540 (XX) on the Cembre. |

b)  Environmentel Education:

2l. As concerns énvirommental educaticn project activities for FP/31202—84—02(2367):
Incorporation of environmental components inte training programmes of 11 BCA-sponsored
institutions will continue as outlined in document E/ECA/ENV/QE on the ECA Work Pregram
for the biennic 1984-1985 and 1986-1987; « report will be duly submitted to the ncxt
meeting of the Joint Committee,

¢)  Environmentol Protection:

22, The programme cotivity for devceloping and/or strengthening the implementation of
environmental stondards at national level will continue, but much will depend on na-
tional effort. The level of implementation of the guidelines by member 3tates is
important, This response should be demonstrated by the setting up of relevant institu—
tional arrangements for implemeniing the guidelines as recommended by the last ECA/ARSO
meeting of experts and contained in document B/ECA/ENV/20, cited above. This should
also be demonstrated by the development of such legislative structures that will provide
for the rigorous ond effective implementation of the provisions of those guidelines.

23, One of the most effective woys of handling environmentizal problems is the sub-
regional approach, porticulorly where there is o common denominator in terms of the
ecclogical environment aos well as the sccial and economic development svenarioc. In
this respect the ECA MULPOC sub—reglons have provided o sirong delimitation for corpera
action, particularly when backed by the governmental and non-governmental organizations
that fall within its sub—region. Thought should theiefore be given te the modalities
for a greater use of the MULPOC to so=ordinate sub-regional environmental activities anc
related arrangements be made with UNEP Regional Office for Africa to see how to strengtl
the MULPOCs tc fulfil this role, if thot is the concensus of the Joint Committee.

24, Over the post bienium, interagency collaboration was greatly sirengthened by con-
sultations and interagency meeting on environmental matters, particularly within the
context of the present socinl and economic crisis in the region. In this connexion,
UNEP, F40, UNSO, UNDP and the Organization of Africon Unity have increased their effort
For the forthcoming biennium an increased level of collaboration will be initiated.



