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INTRODUCTION 

1. A t  i t s  secontL x e t i n g  i n  hadis  Xbzba, 16-19 .Jcmuarry, 1534, the  J o i n t  In t e r -  
-? 

governmental Regioncl C.;mittee .m Hmm Sett lements  mil Envirannent ( r e f e r r e d  t o  
bolow zs the  J.ji?t C ~ m i t - t e e ) ,  ?eviewei! the  i r J p l e ~ ~ f i t ~ l t i o i i i  ~f the  Environnent 

i i n  Afr ica  wor'.. ,?rogrrr.ime 2s c a r r i e d  oui  through t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of the  ECA Environ- 
ment Sec t ion  isf -the S ? c i A  De~wlopinmt, %nvimn:lmt, r~n& Hrmn Set t lcments  Divis ion  
Emphasis was put  -n  t h e  a reas  of coinbcting; : ?e se r t i f i ca t ion ,  environmental educat ion 
ant, t r a i n i n g  mL i d u s t r i a l  environmental i m p x t  assessment. Ti surnmery of t h e  re- 
commendation i s  mzLe below t,> r e f r e s h  thc  memcry of p?xticipzrxts. 

2. Tae J o i n t  Coinnittee e n c o r a d  t'ne i s l l o w i w  recommendztions a d  r e s o l u t i o n s  of 
the  Regional Workshop on Co-bating D e s e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  i ,frica,  helC i n  Kh'.ortoum, 
Sudan, i n  October, 19%: 

3 

n) i n s - t i t u t i  oncl nrrmgements f o r  d e s c r t i f  i c a t  ion  con t ro l  i n  t i e  
Xzlzhari d e s e r t  sub-region, r eques t ing  the  ex tens ion  of the  
United N?.tions S d ~ a o - S & e l i m  O f f i c e ' s  m a d a t e  t o  t h c t  sub- 
r e g k n .  

b )  poq~am!ning a c t i v i t i e s  ax: pro.jact formul-tian f o r  d -e se r t i f i ca t ion  
con t ro l  'sy t h e  liaited da t ions  o r g m e  ::d ECi t o  cover a s s i s t ance  
t o  member S t a t e s  t o  &evelc~$ re la t i :?  programme z c t i v i t i e s ,  the  i d e a  
being t h z t  each country '?  ?stion p lzn  took care of enviror,mental 
p ro tec t ion  i n  the  Lry lanrl.s; 

c )  improvement of C e s e r t i f i c z t i o n  con t ro l  measures by t h e  ~ r o v i s i o n  
of ~ l t e r n a t i v e s  fo r  l o c z l  ener,?jl supply; here,  p v e r n n e n t s  were 
suppose2 t o  prevent :.eforesti>,tian ?f n a t u r z l  w o o J l n d s  an[? encourage 
locd inhab i t an t s  to e.nh:.s:; :>..I r c  ltAer.:. ~ c i i v i t i e ; :  

6) :!~mpmer t r a i n i n g  f o r  :?eseri;ificz.ticn c o z t r o l ,  i n c l d i n g  workshops 
an? selainars f ~ r  t h i s  purpose; c t t e n t i o n  here  would be directeCL t o  
ex tens ion  zni m z s  edusa t ion  propa;:men, t,echnici~.l co-opera t ion ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  exchmge sf experisnccs on i e s e r t i f i c ? - t i o n  control .  

e )  f i n m c i n g  of d e s e r t i f i c a t i o n  con t ro l  p r o j e c t s  throu& nn t ions l  budgets 
a d  i n t e r n a t i o n a i  s g w c e s ;  t h i s  w 3 s  supposed t o  oncourage the govern- 
ments t c  ensure th2.t s:-equate f i n r a c i a l  provis ion  i s  nade i n  t h e i r  
b d g e t s  f i r  a n t i - l o s e r t i f i c z t i ~  $ ropmmcs ;  t h i s  ~ x s  a l s o  &one t o  en-  
phnsize the  n e d  f a r  tile mobi l iza t ion  oi' b i l a t e r a l  c-~ssistznce t o  bcok-up 
nz t i cna l  budgetmy e l l o c a t i o n s  t o  cn te r  f o r  the  needs of programmes t o  
combat d e s e r t i f i c c t i ~ n ;  

I/ E / E C I ~ / C X . ~ O / ~ ~ :  Report ,af the Sccon? Ilecting of the  J o i n t  Inter-governmentd 

Regional Coninittee ijr H u n m  Set t lements  of Environment, Jmmnj 1984, Annex I, II,III/ 



f )  con t ro l  oi. .-~jer-b~.;-in. .  -d , L-'1- -- r' &vei,~p:ilent 21 altcrrw;t ive  or 
supplcrnentxy l i v e l i h s o d  syster ;!~;  t h i s  ?was t o  e n c o u r g e  
r a t i o n a l  anim,?l ilusbmdrj- y s c t i c o s  by 2iscolrraging: over- 
s tock ing  of rangelm's ac'; encollrr~ging the  growing of drought 
r e s i s t a r l t  v n i c t i e s  ?f 2 1 m t s  th:t cnn prroviLie f e d  i3r h t h  
cnirnal mc: hunm pupulat ions ; 

6 )  extens ion  of the  A W K E T  network. i n  i f r i c a :  the  nirn here was 
f o r  VXIO anc? UNSO t o  e x t e n t ,  t o  the Kalcinari d e s e r t  sub-region, 
the  establishment an+. s t r e ~ d h e n i n g  of t h e  ag rc -mtooro log ica l  
s e r v i c e s  which they havc been Leveloping f o r  the  Sudmo-Sabelian 
zone. 

3. Also m i s i n g  frori t h e  Khcrtoum wori~shop were r e s o l u t i o n s  on t h e  fol lowing crcas :  

i) Region21 co+perc.tion t o  commt d e s e r t i f i c z t i o n :  urg ing  t h e  
governing counci l s  iif U?IEP 1n1 IINDP, the  Economic mcl Socia l  
Council '3f t h e  United Nations (ECOSOC), t h e  Southern A f r i c m  
Develapment Co-ordination Coininittee (sADcc), the  Conit4 In ter -  
E t c t  de Lutte  contre  l a  sscheresse  k n s  l e  Sahel (CILSS) mc 
t h e  General iissem3l;r ?f the  Unite11 Nations, t o  reques t  W E 0  t o  
include the UniteC Republic of Tanzmia  i n  the  scope o r  the  
present  Ur.JSG ~im%cte; it z1.s~ requested tilo r o l e v a t  organs qf 

the  LJ??ittd k t i c i n s  t r ;  exten:' : .ssistmce t o  t h e  SADCC coun t r i e s  
of Southern .;frica 2.s f r x  the coun t r i e s  t h a t  balong t o  CILSS i n  
the  s A a l  zonc 3f i e s t  X r i c a ;  

ii) Exchange of i i~f , :>rna t ion  on 'Lesertif 'ication con t ro l ,  u rg ing  
A f r i c m  Governments t o  inc rezse  the  f l o w  of i n f o r n ~ ~ t i o n  md ex- 
p r i e n c e s  an ?essr t i f ic r : t i .n  c:ntr:?l  ,:>!< fur?,hor w g i w  them t o  
c c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  inforination ga the r ing  process  t h a t  
w;ls being c c r r i e  '! out by UXSP :m tho implcinentction nf t h e  United 
Xztions P l m  of Action t o  Cornb?A Dese r t i f i ca t io i l  (1977). 

4.. The Committee a l so  encorseil t h e  r e c c i m e n h t i o n s  of the  ECA/UJJEP Regional Workshop 
on I d u s t r i a l  Enviroili;ieiltzl 1 , l p c t  mti Envirommental C r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  s i t i n g  of in- 
.'ustries i n  Afr ica  r eques t ing  t h a t  Lfr ican Government s should i m e d i a t e l y  take  pre- 
caut ionary rnezsures fo r  environment:'.l p r o t e c t i o n  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  Cevelopment. 

5. The J o i n t  Gorlmittee f u r t h e r  enmrss2. the rec~nunendations of t h e  meetings of expe r t s  
from pvernment:: ,zml tne s c i e n t i f i c  coinmunity r eques t ing  t h e  development o f  a prograinme 
of  x t i o n  f ' s r  environmental e d u m t i o n  r?n5 t r l i n i n g  i n  Africa; 



6. Apart from the encorsement of the  d i f f e r e n t  recommenclations and r e so lu t ions  of 
workshops and meetings, t h e  J o i n t  Committee expressed concern i n  the a rea  of na tu rz l  

A 

d i s a s t e r s  and passed a r e s o l u t i o n  t o  t h a t  e f fec t .  It requesteC f o r  s regioncl  pro- 
gramme for  the  protec t ion  of the  environment a f t e r  earthquckes @ the provision of 
s h e l t e r  wi th in  the context of  the  In te rna t iona l  Yeas f o r  the  Homeless, 1985. 

7. The m e a s  out l ined above w i l l  form the subject  of the present progress r epor t  
which w i l l  a l so  include any other a c t i v i t i e s  of environmental i n t e r e s t  t h a t  have been 
unolertaken since the l a s t  meeting of the Jo in t  Committee i n  1984. 

11. IE?LEMENTATION OF T I E  RESOLUTIONS RESULTING FRO14 THE SECOND MEETING OF THE 
JOIX COI",;ITEE :.ID OF TiB EI?IIROK.I;;Eil'I I IORX PROGR;i!iIE PGR 1984-lyaf, 

a) Dese r t i f i ca t ion  a d  drought: 

8. I n  consonnmce wi th  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of the  Sec re ta r i a t  i n  the framework of t h e  
present soc ia l  aml economic c r i s i s  i n  the continent ,  d e s e r t i f i c a t i o n  con t ro l  8nd 
b o u g h t  received the greatest a t tent ion .  Immediztely following the  second' j o i n t  
Committee meeting, 2 S c i e n t i f i c  Round Table on the  Climatic S i tua t ion  and Drought i n  
Africa w a s  held i n  Addis Ababa 20-23 February 1984, i n  response t o  ECA reso lu t ion  

473 (XVII). The EC6 Enviroment Section worked i n  col labora t ion  with !dMO, UNEP, UNSO, 
FAO, UNESCO, UNFLISOIT and OW t o  implement t h i s  resolu t ion .  

9. To prepare f o r  the S c i e n t i f i c  Round Table, \&lo sponsored an inter-agency meeting 
i n  Geneva, 6-7 Ju ly  19(3, t o  make a preview of the  meteorological aspects  of drought i n  
Africa. I n  the same l i g h t ,  UNEP a l so  organized a mul t i -c? isc ip l inn~y meeting i n  Nairobi, 

13-16 November, 1983, on the e f f e c t  of b o u g h t  on the  s o c i a l  and economic systems i n  
Africa. 

10. One of  the  most impxtnn t  outcomes of the S c i e n t i f i c  Round Table. w a s  the  Plan of 
kctiofi t o  combat the ii;?pacts of drought o n  the s o c i a l  nncl economic &stems of t h e  
continent.  This Plan w 2 s  endorsed. by ECA reso lu t ion  $99 (XM) of the  Conference of 
Ministers ,  Apri1,1984, on the Regiond P l m  of Action t o  combat t h e  I m p c t s .  of Drought 
i n  Africa. The reso lu t ion  urged member S t c t e s  to :  

" (a )  adopt appropriate neasures, including increcsed a l l o c a t i o n  of 
f i n a n c i a l  resources,  and enhacement of manpower anC i n s t i t u -  
t i o n a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s  wi th in  the  framewsrl: of t h e  P l m  of hc t inn ,  
t o  b e t t e r  predic t  and combat the adverse impacts of drought; 

(5) r e h a b i l i t a t e  t h e i r  bought-s t r icken economies i n  a  co-ordinated 
an& in tegra ted  manner; 

( c )  design and eneorce other appropriate p o l i c i e s  f o r  the  implement- 
e t i o n  of the  Regional Plan of Action i n  i t s  entirety". 



11. Tangible ideas  2nd s t r z t e g i e s  suggested i n  thc Plan of Action provided inpu t s  f o r  
the prepara t ion  of the ECL'S Special  14emorznCum 011 the  Econoinic m d  Social  Crisis i n  
Africa,  which was a l s o  adopted by i t s  reso lu t ion  526 (XM) of Apr i l  1984. 

. . 

12. Another important outcome of the i%a.rtoun workshop recommendations and t h e  sub- 
sequent S c i e n t i f i c  Round Table on the Climatic S i tua t ion  m d  Drought i n  Africa,  and b 
t h e  Special  ~ h o r m d u n  on the Crisis i n  the  region,  was the acceptance by ECOSOC, t o  
support the extension of UXSO a c t i v i t i e s  t o  the Kalahari dese r t  sub-region by its 
r e s o l u t i o n  1984/72. 

13. The o ther  outcome of thc  S c i e n t i f i c  Round Table was reso lu f~ ion  526 (XIX) on 
Neteorological Services t o  Cmbat %-ought i n  Africa. This r e so lu t ion ,  i n t e r  a l i a ,  
requested the  Executive S e c r e t x y  of ECA t o  "study with WO a d  other concerned United 
Nations o rgmiza t ions  33u.I spec ia l i zed  agencies, t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  an 

, 
advanced cent're fo r  meteorology i n  Afr ica  o r  any other  a l t e r n a t i v e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
mechanism ,and t o  submit the  study t o  the twent ie th  sess ion  of the  Economic Commission 

~ -. .. . .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . . .- , . ~ .  
fo r  i ~ f r i c a "  . . 

l hTdO has played the lead  r o l e  i n  ir!~plementing t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  by carry ing out the  
f e a s i b i l i t y  study f o r  t h e  locz t ion  of tho Centre an2 worlciq out the  framework of t h e  
programnes as well  a s  ind ica t ing  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  a d  rnaterizl implications. The feas i -  
b i l i t y  r epor t  w a s  reviewed a t  an inter-agency meeting i n  Geneva on 30 Wovember, 1984. 
Thib repo&t was the subject  of canother repor t  t h a t  wns submitted t o  the  twent ie th  
sess ion  of the  ECA Confegnce of Ministers  which then passed reso lu t ion '5$0  ( X X ~  re- 
so lv ing t o  e s t a b l i s h  an African Centre f o r  ~ l e t e o r o l o g i c a l  Bpplicat ions f o r  Development 
(AcMD) as wel l  a s  s e t t i n g  out the  rn jdal i t ies  f o r  i t s  support. 

. . 

15. Other a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the area  of combating d e s e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  region included 
the  extension of the  stuiiy of the  environmental problems of undergrotnd water r i source  
exp lo i t a t ion  t o  the iJianey bise?. WLPOC sub-reg%on. A r epor t  on the  subjec t 'was  pre- 
sented t o  a meeting of the  policy organs of t h a t  ifULPOC i n  Februwy, 1985. k similar 
s tucy  covering the North African NULPOC proviced input  i n t o  ECIL reso lu t ion  497 (XIX) 
on water i-esouraes development mc? fellow-up t o  the  l!Lw de l  P l a t a  Action Plan. 

16. To follow-up the recormendations of the  J? in t  Cornnittee a projec t  was developed by 
thc ECIi Environment Section t o  incorporate envi r r ;ment? l  csr.~ponents i n  t h e  progr?.mes 
of 11 ECA-sponsored i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The p ro jec t  wzs funded by UinP d e r  No. ~~/3102-84-  

02(2367): Incorporat ion of environmental e h c e t i o n  components i n t o  t r a i n i n g  programmes 
of 11 ECA-sponsoreC i n s t i t u t i s n s .  The implementation of t h i s  projec t  has al ready begun 
m d  i s  the subject .  or̂  another r epor t  t h a t  i s  presented as document E/ECIZ/EW/~~: Report 
of ECL/UNEP projec t  f o r  the Inciirporntion of Environmental Components i n t o  the  Training 
Programmes of ECA-sponsored I n s t i t u t i o n s .  



c )  Environmental Protect ion:  

17. Following the Committee's endorsement of the  recommendations of t h e  workshop on 
i n d u s t r i a l  environmental impact assessment and environmental c r i t e r i a  f o r  the  s i t i n g  
of i n d u s t r i e s  i n  Africa, a c t i v i t i e s  were i n i t i a t e &  t o  Cevelop standards f o r  environmentr.. 
pro tec t ion;  an expert  group meeting was held i n  hddis I~babn;-It?4l'; June, 1985 t o  work 
out  guidel ines fo r  developing or s trengthening nat ional  s tmdards .  This was done i n  
close col labora t ion  b!ith iL3S0, t h e  A f r i c m  Regional Organization fo r  Standardiza t ion  
based i n  Nairobi, Kenya. To prepare the b a c k p o d  documentation fo r  t h i s  meeting, a 
consultant  v i s i t e d  2 selectee number of A f r i c m  countr ies ,  m6. prepared a repor t  on 
guidel ines  fo r  the development of na t iona l  environmental s t m d w d s  f o r  t h e  p ro tec t ion  
of the environment. This repor t  was stuCiec! by n group of Africa experts  which met i n  
Addis Ababa, 10-14 June, 1985 and. proposed the  guidel ines  which m e  presented as documer 
E/ECA/ENV/~O: Report of ECA/ARSO Expert Group Meeting on .the Es t~b l i shment .  a d / o r  
Improvement of National Standards fo r  the Protec t ion  of the Environment. 

18. Concerning a c t i v i t i e s  wi th in  EC3, co-ordination on environmental matters  continued 
notably with the Jo in t  FAO/ECA Division, Natural Resources Division and the  Transport 
Gommunicat ions m d  Tourism Division with whom the re  has been considerable exchange of 
comments on r e l a t e d  p r o p a m e  documents m d  jo in t  preparat ion of b r i e f s  f o r  t h e  Executiv 
Secretary. Such a b r i e f  was the one fo r  a n  improved app l i ca t ion  of space science and 
technology f o r  accelera ted  developments i n  the  region. 

IIIeFLLNNED ACTIVITIES FOR THE' ENVIRO~IIENT IT3 !PRIC"l kIORK FROGRANME FOR TIiE 1986-1987 
BIENlJ IU!4 

19. I n  keeping with r e so lu t ion  526- (XIX) on the Afr icm economic and s o c i a l  c r i s i s ,  whici 
among other mztters ,  expresserl concern about"the deepening economic and s o c i a l  c r i s i s  i n  
Africz and i t s  grave implicat ions f c r  the peoples of the continent", programme a c t i v i t i e s  
of the  Commission have been mobilized t o  answer t o  the urgency of the  c r i s i s .  Con- 
sequently, the Environment i n  1Lfricc Programme being executed by the  Environment Section 
is plac ing p r i o r i t y  i n  a l l  programe m e m  thz t  touch on the  i s s u e s  of combating t h e  
impacts of clrought and d e s e r t i f  i c a t i o n ;  the c l e t ~ l s  of these  a c t i v i t i e s  are  presented 
under clocurnent E/EC,I/EIJV/~~, which gives the work progranme f o r  the  1986/1987 biennium. 

20. With regard to t h e  follow-up t o r e s o l u t i o n  499 (xIX) on the  regional  plan of ac t ion  
t o  combat the impacts of Lrought i n  Africa,  the Environment Sect ion  w i l l  continue t o  
co-ordinate i n t e r 4 i v i s i o n z l  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  ECA. It w i l l  a l s o  continue t o  col labora te  
with other  agencies of the United Nations system, p m t i c u l m l y  with VXO, UNSO, UNEP and 
UNDP, ns well  as with the OAU, government mr? non-governmental o r g m i z z t i o n s  t o  monitor 
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and a s s i s t  i n  the implementation of t h e i r  p l m s  of zct ion.  I n  t h i s  connexion p a r t i c u l a  
~ t t e n t i o n  w i l l  be pc id  t o  see ing  t h a t  the  African Cen t rex ;  1:Ieteorological Appliczt ion 
f o r  Development (LcWLI) i s  e s t a b l i  she& m d  h n c t i o n i n g  zs s t i p u l a t e d  i n  re s o l u t i o n  
54.0 (XX) on t h e  Centre. 

21. A s  concerns environmentnl eLucation p ro jec t  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  ~~/31202-84-02(2367): 
Incorpora t ion  of environrnentd components i n t o  t r a i n i n g  progrzmmes of 11 EC,I--sponsored 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  continue a s  riutlinrri i n  document E/ECA/EG/~Z on t h e  ECi, Work Program 
f o r  t h e  b i enn ic  198f-1985 mci 1986-1387; L r c p o r t  w i l l  be  duly submitted t o  t h e  ncxt  
m e t i n g  of the  J o i n t  Committee. 

c )  Environmental Pro tec t ion:  

22. The progrmme z c t i v i t y  f o r  developing md/or s t rengthening  t h e  implementation of  
environmental st?s;w?.s a t  na t iona l  l e v e l  w i l l  cont inue,  'sut much w i l l  depent! on na- 
t i o n a l  e f f o r t .  The l e v e l  of implementation of the  gv ide l ines  by nedaer S t a t e s  i s  
important.  This  response should be Cemonstrated by the  s e t t i n g  up of  r e l evan t  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n a l  arrangements f o r  implementing the @Lel ines  as  recommended by t h e  last ECL/ARSO 
meeting of expe r t s  'and contzined i n  docmient E/EC!L/ENV/~O, c i t e d  above. This  should 
a l s o  be demonstrated. by the  development of such l e g i s l a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  w i l l  provide 
f o r  the  r igorous  m d  e f f e c t i v e  implexmtn t ion  of the  provis ions  of those  g l i d e l i n e s .  

23. One of the  most e f f e c t i v e  w ~ ~ y s  of haxlliLng environmenl21 problems i s  tine sub- 
r eg iona l  approach, p a r t i c u l m l y  where t h e r e  i s  z comxon denominator i n  terms of  t h e  
eco log ica l  env i romen t  cs wel l  as  the  s o c i a l  am1 economic :.evelopment soanario. I n  
t h i s  r e spec t  t h e  ECA bIULPOC sub-regions hzve proviCec! a s t r o n g  d e l i m i t a t i o n  f o r  corperc- 
a c t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l m l y  when backed by the gsvernmentcl and non-governmental organiza t ions  
t h a t  f a l l  w i t h i n  i t s  sub-region. Thought should t h e i e f o r e  be given t o  t h e  modal i t ies  
for a g rea t e r  use of t h c  i.IULPOC t o  00-ordinate sub-regional environmental a c t i v i t i e s  an( 
r e l a t e d  zrrangernents be n d e  w i t h  'mP Regional Office f o r  Afr icz  t o  see how t o  s t r eng t l  
t h e  TtULPOCs t o  f u l f i l  t h i s  r a l e ,  if t h s t  i s  t h e  concensus of t h e  J o i n t  Committee. 

24. Over t h e  pas t  b i en ium,  interagency co l l abora t ion  was g r e d l y  strengthenec? by con- 
s u l t a t i o n s  :mC i n t e r ~ g e n c y  meeting cn environmental mat te rs ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  wi th in  t h e  
context  of the  ?resent s o c i z l  2nd. economic c r i s i s  i n  t h e  rc@on. I n  t h i s  connenon,  
UX'EP, FAO, Un'SO, LINDP and the  Orgmiza t ion  of African Unity have increased  t h e i r  e f f o r t  
For t h e  forthcoming biennium an increase?. l e v e l  of co l l&bora t ion  w i l l  be i n i t i a t e d .  


