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D. RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS ADOPTED BY THE

CONFERENCE AT ITS TENTH MEETING
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487 (XIX). United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa

The Conferance of Hinisters J

Recalling its resolution 291 (XIII) 0: 26 Febr~ary 1977, Economic and Social
Council r8s01utiocc Zf;cn (Ln~I) c.::' 29 July 1971 and G01l0ral Assembly resolution 32/160
of 19 December 1977 nroclaiming the Un i ted Nations Transport and Commund cat i ons
Decade in Africa,

Recalling also its resolutions 435 (XVII) of 30 Anril 1~82, and 464 (XVIII)
of 2 Hay 19G,!,

Referring to Economic and Social Council resolution 1932/54 of 29 July 1,982
and General Assembly resolution 37/140 of 17 December 1982, and 38/150 of 19 December
'1983,

Considering that the programme of the Decade requires regular adjustment
during the entire period of the Decade,

Notin;! with satisfaction the efforts made by the Executive Secretary of "the
Commission in the preparation of the nrogram~e of the second ph~so and its approval
by the Conference 0'" ~linisters of Transnort, Commu-ri cat.Lons and Planning,

Further noting with satisfaction that the Secretary-General of the United
Nations has nrovi de d funds for the urenarati on and organization of the four technical
consultative meet ings during the second chase -::Jroeramme,

Having considered the report on the t mn lcmontat.i.on of the urogramme of the first
phase of the Decade (19~0-19B3) ap.d tho report 04 the approve~ progra~~ of the second
ph~sc (1984-1983),

ADpreci~ting the efforts m~de by the Executive Secretary of th~ Commission in
the quest for and means of mobilizing resources ~nd securi~q intern~tion~l ~ssistance

I for implementing tha second ph~se pro~r~mme,

,
<,"
'W

Appreciating further the call by the Conference of A.f.ric2.n Ministers of
Transport, C01l1l11'mic~tions and PJ.:lnning for ~. second TT'l;,\sport and Commtmications
Decade in Afric", to e'1c:\:le cmvlets i nt.egrnted .tevc Ionmerrt of' transport and
communications infrastructures, Which are closely linked with the development; objectives

·in Af'r i ca and wh i ch would ot.t.crwi se he, incol':'l1<1tc, at the end of t he cur-rent. Transport .
and Commurri cat.Lons vDc cade in Africa, ,

Considering that tho E.G." Conference of 1<'inisters has endorsed the nrogranene for
tho second phase of the United Nations T'ransnor-t and CO"'!'1u"ications Decade in Africa
with regard to the transport and co~unicntions routes accorded priority in the Lagos
Plan -of Action and Final Act of Lagos "
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1. Notes with satisfaction the level of success achieved in implementing the
programrne of the first nhase af the Decad0 ane thG efforts being made towards the full
implementation.of the programJ:1c for the second phase;'

2. Endorses the progru~me of the second phase of the Transport and COJ:1munications
Decade un~roved by the Conference of African Ministers of'Transport, Communications
and Planning at CO'1.'L1<:ry, :~uin·", on 10 Februarv 1984;

3. Further endorscs resolution ECA/U}lTACDA/Res. 34/30 0+ the Conference of
African Minister', ef Transport, :~clnmunic,ations and Ptann.ing recommending that ECA
should study the prospects of a second United Nations Transport anG Communic&tions
Decade in Africa including nn as se suorrt of tho first decade and consut t at i ons with
donors;

4. Takes note of all the ro-ic nrojects anproved by the Conference of African
Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning, recommends the opening up of
the African continent and invites each member State to sneed up implementation of the
transport and commum cat i ons routes ncco rdc d priority in the Lagos Plan of fiction
and Final Act of Lagos;

5. Requ8sts member States:

(a) to vi~orously pursue the financing of their national projects and
provide the 10cR1 cost components;

(b) to furnish the Commission and the ether agenc i es with the necessary
information on financing and phys i.ca l execution of projects;

6. l,ppen1s to donor countries and internationol ff.nanc i a I institutions to
participate fully and pos i t i vel y in the two t echn.icu l consultative meetings on
broadcas t i ng scheduled for 1 to 6 June 19!14 at HB.~:I_:r~;, Zimbabl'Je, and on air transport
scheduled for 20 to 23 Novombe r- 1984 at Li!Jreville, Gabon, and in particular to
provide technical and financial resources on lib2r~1 terms to ~fricarJ countries for
the implementation of the second phase nrogranno ;

7. Appeals once ~ore to donor cotmtries an~ international financial institutions
to lend substantial f'ir.anc i a I support to the second ohase programme and to accord
particular attention to the financi~g and imp1ementqtion of transport and communications
proj scts 0-1' the Land-d.ccked countries;

8. Further anpea1s to bi Iate ra l and multilateral technical assistance donors
and international financi~l institutions to provide the Economic Commission for Africa
with exnerts who would carry out snGcia1ize~'activities of the Decade programme;

S. Expresses its apprecistiop. to tIl" Sccre tury-Genera I of the United· Nations for
the financial saryport which he has provided for the organizatiop. of the technical
consultative meetings an'! the oreoarati on of the second nhase of the Decade programme;

I
,,

•
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10. Requests th8 Sec rct.a.ry-CcnernI of the U,1i ted Nations to make every effort
to secure and provide to the Economic Commission for Africa ahe additional resources
needed for the" implementation of act i vities mandated in orarat i ve naragraph 9 of
General Assembly resolution 38/1jO;

11". Further requests t.he Secretary-General of the" United Nations to make
available to the Economic Commission for Af'ri ca suf'f'i ci errt financial resources to
enable it to intensify contacts with bilateral and multilaLeral donors and African
cOlmtries so as to enhance proper and comolete tmo18mentation of th'3 Decade progr~~e

and to ensure the prcp,ration of relevant financins documents and prompt follow-up
on interest expressed by donors and financi"l institutions in financing Decade
projects during technical cQnsultative meetings;

12. Further exnresscs its apnreciation to the Administrator of the United
Nations Development Programme for thG financial support which he has provided for
the preparation of the second uhase of the Dec~de programme a~d for strengthening
the Decade Co-ordination Unit;

13. Apueals also to the Administrator of the United Nations Develonment Programme
to continue to provide funds to the Economic Commission for Africa during the ,next
programming cycle to enable proper monitorinq of the implementation of the second
phase programme and particularly for strengthening the Decade Co-ordination Unit;

14. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission:

(a) in collaboration with other Urri t ed Nations spec i aLi zed agencies and
African intergovernmental organizations to jointly organize co-financin& meet~ngs "
involving the appropriate number of donors for certain regional projects and '
transport corridor projects;

(b)
institutions

to intensi £y "efforts tr- contact as many donor countries and financia~

as nossi.bl e .to promote the 'Jecade pro"qramme.;

•
1
Ii

15. Further requests the Execut Lve Secretary of tho Commission to assist African
member States in ensur-ing nrornut Fol l.ow-cup of interest expressed by donors in
financing projects durinr" the Technical Cons~ltative Meetings by preparing relevant
project documents in bankab Ie ;oormat for submission to the various donors and
financing institutions;

16. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Co~nission to submit to the eleventh
meeting of the Conference a progress report on the implementation of the second phase
programme;

17. Invites the specialized agencies of Lhe United Nations to lend more s~pport.

within their respective areas of cornuetencc. ,0ECA in the discharge of its duties
as the "lead agency" responsible for co-ordinating the implementation of the" Decade
programme.
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4~.8 (XIX). Development of the il.frLc,an Remote Sensing Programme

The Conference of Minis~e~s,

Noting with ~ppreciation the steps alraady taken ~y t,he Executive Secret~

as hignlighted in his biennial repo~t for 1982-)963 towards the imp~ementation

of its resolutions 280 (XII) of F'abruary 1975 on the introduction of remote­
sensing technolcgy into Africa ~nd 3:3 (XIII) oi March 1977 concerning the
establishment of a remote sensing programme in Africa,

Reali~ing that the achiev~aents reported in the said report have been
accomplished through utilizing m<"inly extra-budgetary resources which, all along
have been inadequate for the development of the orogramme,

Further realizing that as a result of inability to provide counterpart .
financial resources to execute pilot projects in remote sensing applications
through the establishment of model r~~ote sensing centres which· wi~~clearly
demonstrate the potentiali~ies of the technology for r"source development
and rational utilization, peter-tial technical co-operation partners are unwil~ing

to make av~ilable their axoert:ise and financial aid, .'

Conscious of the benefits to be derived from the applications of remote
sensing to c~unications and natural resources developm~ntand to the.solution
of many of the nhenomena affecting Airica's social and econo~ic development,
especially those concerning de33rtification, drought, environmental monitoring
including early warninc systems and pollution, as wel: as Africa's long-term
development,

Recalling also the relevant reco~mendat~ons adopted by the United Nations
Second Conference on the r,xp\or.tior, and Peace!"Ll US"s of Outer Space (UNISPACE-82)
concerning the role of the Unit,.d Nations and particularly the allocation of
adequate resources to the reqio~al commission~ involved in the development of
spacetechnolo~ applications, !I

Mindful of resolution 37/90 adopted by the, General Assembly during its'
thirty-seventh session concernin~ the ~econd United Nations Conference on the
Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,

1. Urges all member s caies of the Economic Commission for Africa to give
moral, political, material ar,d financial support to the African Remote sensing
Programme:

2. Reauests the United Nations Economic and Social Council and the secre~ry­

C.eneral of the United Nations to provide adequate resoQ~ces, on regular basis, to
the Economic Commission for. Africa for th9lmplementation and development of the
African Remote Sensing Progr~~e.

!! Final Repert UNISPACE-82, A/CONF.lOl/IO, par-as., 433, 434 and 437.

.

~.

•



489 (XIX). African Demograohic Training.lnstitutes

The Conference of Ministers,

Rec;11ing its resolution 367, (XIV) of 28 March 1979 which, inter alia,
requested the Executive Secretary of the Commission to start negotiations with
the host governments to modify the statutes governing the Regional Institute for
Population Studies (RIPS) and the Institut de formation et de recherche aemogra­
phiques (IFORD) to make them regional in..character and to enable all the ·countries
served by the institutes to take full part in their management and financial
support,

Recalling further General Assembly decision 37/444 of 21 December 1982
which approved the.~~ended statutes of both institutes,

Taking note of the generally expressed need by the Demographers' Committee
of the Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers for
facilities for middle-level training,

Aware of the continued need of African countries for demographers and of
expertise to ensure the integration of population·variables in African develop­
ment planning,

Taking note of the precarious financial state of lFORD consequent to
regionalization which is due to the insufficiency and irregularity in the
receipt of contributions from the member States,

Taking note also of the issues raised by United Nations Fund for Population
Activities (UNFPA) Evaluation Missions and the efforts being made to resolve them,

Concerned about the reduction in UNFPA funding of the training institute
and the poor prospects for future funding of the institutes,

Conscious of the economic crisis of unprecedented proportions which the
• Af.r.ican countries are experiencing and the efforts which they are making to

overcome this crisis and the need of these countries for increased international
\ support,

1. Urges African Governments to discharge their responsibilities to the
institutes by participating fully in their management and by paying their
contributions promptly,

2. Further uraes the African representatives on the Governing Council
of the United Nations Fund for Population Activities to bring to the attention
of the Council the concern of African countries on the reduction in the funding
of the institutes and to appeal to the Council for continued support to the
institutes at least at their 1983 levels;
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3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the COl1llRission to work out in
conformity with the statutes of RIPS and IPORD an equitable system for
detemining the contributions of 'the member States to the financing of the
institutes;

4. Reouests also the Executive Secretary, in conjunction with the
training institutes I to examine ways of or~anizing ad hoc middle-level training.
courses .for the benefit of member States;

5. Dr.aws thi! attention of the-Governing Councils and Advisory Boards
on Studies of the institutes to the need for locking into the issue of harmOniz­
ing the curricula of these institutes;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to explore'pOssibilities of raising
funds from donors to support scientific research projects of the institutes •

..., .

•

..
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490 (XIX). Infrastructure Posts for the ECA Secretariat in.the Field of
Population

The ECA Conference ufMinisters,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 2211 (XXI) of 17 December 1966 Which
called upon the United Nations and the specialized agencies concerned to assist,
when requested,in further developing and strengthening national and regional
facilities for training, research, information and advisory services in the'
field of :po'pulation,

Recalling also the Economic and Social Council resolution 1763 (LIV) of
18 May 1973 in Which the Council expressed the desire that the United Nations
Fund for Population Activities, in the elaboration of its plans and programmes,
should take into account the resolutions adopted by the regional economic
commissions in dealing with the population problems of areas covered by them,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977
on restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations System
which in section IV of its annex requested that the necessary authority should be
delegated to regional commissions and adequate bUdgetary and financial provision
made for their activities,

. Further recalling the report of the second session of the Joint Conference
of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers 11 Which, inter alia,
deplored the decreasing share of assistance being made available by the United
Nations Fund for Population Activities to the regional commissions for demographic
data COllection, processing, evaluation, analysis .and dissemination,

Aware that the regular budget resources to the ECA's population programme
have now been considerably augmented thus reducing substantially the contribution
of UNFPA to the substantive activities of ECA in the area of population,

Draws attention of the United Nations Fund for Population Activities to the
priority which African nations accord to population redistribution, urbanization
and migration within their overall population programmes, and the central role
of population variables in development planning,

11 'E/ECA/CMo8/22~

_._- --- -~
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L.. _ Urges the Governing Council of UNFPA _a.~!i.t)le Executiv~.Director to
reactivate effective 1 January 1984 the two P3 and one lOC~l level posts which
were frozen effective 31 December 1980, for use by ECA in the implementation
of its work programme in the area of population estimates and projections,
population distribution and urbanization, until such-time-that regular budget
resources are made available for these activities;

2. Appeals to the Governing Council and the Executive Director of ~he

UNFPA to enhance the capacity of the Commission to implement effectively its
population programme by reactivating the two P3 and one local level posts
mentioned,in operative pa!:.agtaph I above.

•

"



491

- ,... .\

The -Conference of Mffiisters!

E/~A;cM.10/38/L.l
Page 73

a.lIIIIIe for the Industrial -Develo ment
,.

1"' ...

,_."

•
Recalling GE>,neral Assembly resclution 35/66~ of 5 Deoember 1980 by which

the GeJieral Assembly decLaz-ed the period 1980-1990 as tloe Industri,al Development
Decade fo:r:- Africa; and resolution 36/182, Section II of 17 December- 1981, -
37/212, Sect~on II, of 20 December 1982 .and.38/192, Part II of 20 Deoe~~r 1983,
all on the Ind\1.Shial Dev;elopment Decade for .Afmclloi . . . . ' •

.- .. . .
Reca.lJ.ing 8.l.so ECA resolutions 442 (XVII) of 30 April 1982 on the fo:r:-mulation

and implementation of a IWogramme for the Industrial Development Decad~J~,?r Af.rica
and 446 ~XVIII) .of' 2 May 1983 on the implementation of the Industrial Development.
Deoade for Africa, e

Welc~ni;i.ng re~olution CM/Rese 941 (XL) adopted by the OAP council rof Ministers
at its 40th session held in Addis Ababa frf"lm 27 Februa;ry to 7 Ma;roh 1984,, .

Having considered the report of thCl seventh meeting of the Confere,nce _f
African Ministers of Industry held in Addis Ababa from 26 to 28 Ma;roh 1984 and .
resoluti-"n 1 (VII) on the implementation,. "f the Programme for the Induswial
Development. Decade for 1l.frica adopted at that mMting,

Taking into oonsiderati'm the information provided by delegates on the
actions taken at the national, subregional and international :I:evels on the
implementation of the Deoade PrograJT!ffie. for the IDDA and of the vard.ous oonstraints
encounter~d,• 0

Consoious of the urgent need for some member States to intensify their
efforts in. the implementation of the activities outlined .for the Prepa;ratory
Phase of the Deoade Programme and f"r others to launoh activities for the
implementati?n phase,. .

Reiterating the need to accord priority to the development of strategio
oore industries that provide intra- and inter-seotoral linkages and essential
inputs for the produotion and prooessing of natural resources, espeoially food
and agricultural prodU()ts,

Convinoed of the neod to undertake concer-ted aotions for the mobilization
,",f financial resources, including technical assistance from the Secretariats ~f

the OAU, ECA and UNIDO and other Afr<i.can and international ..rganizations and
bilateral and mu.J,.tilateral donor' agenoies for the implementation of the Decade

.Programme,
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1. Endorses . the Iilubregi'mal. initial integrated industrial pr~motil'm

prog:L"ammes adopted at the four 'subreg£;;n:al meetings organized on the prom"ti~n
of intra.-.l.frican industrial c~perationwithin the framework of the IDDA and
requests the Secretariats ..f DAU, ECl> and UNIDO to. s;Y:n.t,hesize .and print the
programmes into a single document f'tr distribution to all Afrioan c.,untries and
intergt'vernmental organizati..ns;

2. Commends the efforts made by sevarnl member ~atas and inhr.gtIVernmental
.,r~zations in the implementat~on...f activities during the preparatory phase
of the Deoade programme as refleoted in document ID/B/313(ECA7JID/C!(I.7/wp/1);

3. Calls UP')n other.melllber Stat",s and iUrioan intergevernmental and non­
goveznmennaf organizations to intensify their efforts towards the aooomplishment
of the priority actions to be undertaken during the preparatory phase of the
Decade Programme as .,utlined in document ID/31D and to provide information on
actions taken to the DAU, ECA and UNIDO Secretariats to enable their Joint
Committee to·,more effectively monitor the implement?,tion of the Decade Programme;

4. Calls on member States and relevant intergovernmental organizations
to undeil';take urgent measuses to endorse .. the subregional integrated industr.ial
promotion pr_grammes, including the allooati.,n of the necessary--resources, as
well as other follow-up actions recommendsd for the effeotive implementation
of those pro~ammes; to this ~nd:

Cal, Stresses the need for member States to provide financial and human
resources for oarrying out pre-investment activities related to s'ubregional and
regional ~cjects which co~stitute a necessary condition for the executi-n of
those projects;

. (b) Urges mem;Per States to undertake all necessary measures for:

(L) Strengthening indigenous capabilities in consultanoy,
teohnolcgy, entrepreneurship, skilled manpower development
and negotiations;

(ii) Consultations among themselves to agree on the modalities
for oo-operation including marketing and financing
arrangements as well as on the prinoipal promoter for.
each projeot;

'.. j
i

f (iii)

(iv)

(v)

'..
The identification, pr-oduot Len and development of local
raw· materials and energy resources as inputs for the
identified projects.;

The promotion of trade in ra,l materials, energy and manufactures;

Technical consultations on jcint investment promotion of the
identified projects, including the use of TCDCjEc:oo. arrangements;
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(c) ~'urther urges member States te assist and encourage drican entre­
preneurs, industrblists and marketing and distributing' c'6ii'ipanies to intensify"
their contributicn to Lrrves'smerrb pr-ornot i.on and implementation of the national
and multination"l projeots i and

(d) Invites "he identified intergovernmental organizations in eaoh sub­
region concerned with industrial develo.pment to establish ao~rdinaiing c.,mmittees
on the IDD';' for 'each subregion end Eub-sectoral tech:"doG.1 aommittees t. assist
in the co-ordination, promotion and monitoring of the implementation of the
multinatiop~l projects;

5. Reoommends that in order ~o takea.dvantage of oconomi.e s ef seal.a,
market scope, and achieve integrated development, certain industries such as
metallurgical, petro.o:chemicals and hec.vyengineering should be classified
regional; others such as bua.Ldarig industries (including cement), spare parts,
agro-basedi agricultural ~nplements (eXCluding heavy agricultural tractors),
chemicals ,including basic ohemicals), precision engineering, pharmaCeuticals;
non-metallic mineral products, energy-saving industries and electrical and
electronic industry, should be classified sUbregi('lnali

6. \1elcomes the initiatives taken to pron,.te co-operation between, LatiiJ.
American and b.frican countries and "rganizations in the implementati.n ~f,the

Decade Programme and requests the Secretariats ef the o,m, ,ECl> and UJIllDO to,
launch similar initiatives ~lith ('ther regions to the developing couniries
within tne framework of TODC/ECOC as ~lell as >lithin the UJIlIDO System of
Consultations; ,

7. Calls up"n member- 'States and intergovernmental organizations to eJCainine
their ongoing and future industrial programmes and identify and send t'otne
Secretariats of, ,the O,W" EC.:' and UJIlIDO proposalG for inclusion in the programme'
of aotivities called for Ln paragraph 8 below. "

8. Requests th3 Secretariats of the ECA, O.l.U and UUIDO to prepare, en
• the basis of the initial integr~t~d industrial promotio~ programmes and in

oonsult:J.tion with member' Stc.tes and r-eLevarrt int8rgovornmentalorganizations,
proposals for a comprehensive programme of activities t. be undertaken at the

.. national, subre gxona.L and. internatio'lal Leve Le for -ti,e implGmentation phase
of the Decade Programme;

9. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nati"ns General Assembly for
its decision to allocate to UNIDO ,WS i m:i.llion form the regular budget of the
United Nations for aasd.atance in 1984 to /..frican ccuntries and intergovernmental
erganizations in the formulation and implementation of their pr-ogr-ammes for the
!DDA and appeals to 'the United ];lations General Assembly to aubstantially increase
this allooation to an aP_~ual minimum level of $US 5 million and for the allocation
to be put on llermanent basis. To this end, a similar arrangement should be made
for the Economic Con@ission for Africa to enable it ~~d its MULPOCsto assist member
States at subregir>nal level in their consultations, negotiations and invefttment
promotion of multi-eountry projects;
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10. Welcomes >lith appreciation the 'generous financial contribution made
by a number of oountries to· EO", UHIDO and some Afrioan regional centres for
the implementation 0", activities related to the Decade i

11. Expresses its appreciation to the African Croup at United Nations
Hea<iquarters for its commendable efforts in securing the allocation of the
$US 1 million referred 'te in par-agr-aph 9 above, and reguests the Group te
intensify its .efforts ~1'itt~~, vi·;:::~·; t o securing a Gu1Jst?~ltial increase of,
resources;

12. Reiterate,; ,.10 repoated a{lp"als made to the international corcmund.ty,
particularly the Ufu)P, Horld Ban.~, .-illB, OPEO Fu.nd, BADEA and other internati"nal
organizations, multilateral and bilateral agencies and financial institutions to
increase and intensify their technic31 and firUk~cial assistance en preferential .
conditiohs, to Afrioml countries and inter5~verrunental organizations in the
formulation and iinplementation of their progrcz,lmes for the IDD", and oalls 'On
member States to join and increase theil' eontr:i.:butions to tho African Industrial
Development Fund;

13. That1.ks the African DeveLopmcrrt Bank for earmarking "US '1 billion in
its 1982-1986 programme period for industrial projects and appeals to the Bank to
allow interestecl member Stat0s to borrow from thooe funds, an favolirable terms,
for investment, inter "lia,'for meeting their equity shares in Eubregional
projects, the preparation of pre-investment studies,' ~,d for the implementation
of subregional projects;

14. ConR'dtulcl.tes. the Socrctoxiats of the Oi'U, EOA and liUDO fer the
efforts made in 5~pport of'the actions taken by ~rican countries and inter-
governmental orgCJllizations in the implef"entation of the priority actionS •.
'identified for the preparatory phase oi' t"e lJecClAo Progr'anll1'''l weloo,""s the
actions taken to promote the IDDA not "nly \"Iithin but also outside ;Urica, and
in view of the limited .results so fttI achieved reque~ts thol...l to expand,
pUblicize' and il1tens:i.:fy their assist20nce to ,1fricG.~ countries and inter­
governmental organizations in the inplemGntation of the priority actions for
the preparatorJ p11-J.s8 of "tLe Decadc Prog.ramme and , based 011 tho comma-trnerrt of
member States. to co:rry out the follo;;-up actions for the implementation of
projects included in.the four suuregional initial integrated industrial
promotion programmes witn emphasis accorded to the:

("') r"tegra·tion of' tile pro j ec't.u oontn.ined in the four subregional
initial integrated industrial promotion programmes,

(0) Formulation of industrial si;rategies and polioies and elaboration
of ,induStrial illn.ster plans \"lith particular emph~is O~ the devel~pment of
strategic core industrie s and support areas j

•

•

•
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I

•

•

(0) Development of industrial manpower, espeoially scientific and
technol,ogi.cal capabilities, including tile mobilization of il.frican competencies,
both within and o"tside the oontinent, for the implementation of the Decade
Programme i

'Cd) Promotion of intra....A£rican co-operation within the framework of
existing or future intergovernmental organizations, especially ir. respeot of
trade inr",w-,!Jl1l,6rials and manufacture j

""":"(~)' Development of traditional and acquisition of foreign teohnologies;

"',(f)'ldobilization of financial resouroes;

(g) Dey~lopmentof energy, technology, equipment and applianoes;

. Jh) , Survey of ,African demand/supply requirements, espe?ially in t!).e
strategic .oore industries and support areas as an input into the pt'eparation
of an ':l.hduatr:i,al map of Mricaj ,

(i) Preparation of and circulation to all member States a director,y' .t
national, subregioneJ. and regional centres dealing with industrial and,
teohnological studie s; and

(j) Continued promotion of the Decade Programme not only within but
also outside Africa.

15. Direots the Follow-up Committee on Industrialization in Africa to .'. ,:,.
undertake, at its next meeting, a oareful examination of the proposals presented' , ','
by the Secretariats of OAU, ECA and UNIDO on the oomprehensive programme of
activitiesoalled for in operative paragraph 6 above taking into account the
progress achieved arid the problem encountered durint,the preparatory phase,
and tranBJilit them, along with its reoommendations to, the eighth meeting of the
Conferenoe of M:dcan Ministers of Industry, for consideration and approval.

f
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492 (XIX). African Industrial Development Fund (AIDF)

The Conference of Ministers,

- ..------ ....-

."'---'--0.-.._ .: -.- _

Recalling resolution 1 (VI) section B(b) (v) adopted by the Ministers of
Industry in November 1981 on the Industrial Development Decade for Africa, which
inter alia, called on all member States, to strengthen the African Industrial
Development Fund as one of the mechanisms designed especially to increase the
ability of member States to raise the large financial resources needed for the
implementation of the Decade Programme;

•
Reaffirming the recommendation contained in resolution 2(VI) also adopted

by the'Conference of African Ministers of Industry at its sixth session, particularly
with respect to the strict applic~tion of articles 13 and 17 of the Constitution of \
the Fund, which stipulates that the Fund should have, as its supreme authority, a
Board of· Governors comprising the Ministers of Industry, while its management is
carried out by the ADB secretariat for a period of five years, after which period
the Fund's Board of Governors would review its final and definite structure,

Recalling resolution l(I) adopted at the meeting of Plenipotentiaries on
the African Industrial Development Fund in Addis Ababa in october 1979 authorizing
the Executive Secretary of the ECA to negotiate with the ADB a management agreement
for sUbmission to the Board of Governors of the -l'.IDF for approval,

Noting with satisfaction the results of negotiations between the ADB and the
ECA which place emphasis on the principal responsibility of the Board :of Governors
consisting of Ministers of Industry in defining the aims, objectives and policies
of the Fund, -

Taking note that with 15 member States having signed or ratified the
constitution of the AIDF, ~he minim\llll n\llllber of 12 has been attained, thus
making it possible for the Fund to be operational,

1. Invites those member States, which are not yet members of the AIDF, to
accede to its constitution as soon as possible and appeals to those member States
which ratified the constitution of the Fund to pay their contributions;

•
2. Requests the ECA secretariat to disseminate information on the constitution

of the Fund to all member States with a view to enabling the Fund to expand its
membership; .,

3. Agrees that the African Development Bank should undertake the management
of the AIDF under the policy direction of the Ministers of Industry of those member
States which are members of the Fund in their capacity as members of its Board of
Governors;

4. Requests ECA, in co-operation with OAU and UNlDO, to finalize with ADB
the detailed management agreement for consideration and approval by the Board of
Governors of the ADB and of the AIDF.
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493 (XIX). Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the Caracas Declaration adopted at the Sixth United Natiqns Congress
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders and endorsed by the
General'·Assiln>.bly in its resolution 35/171 of 15. December 19BO, in which the need
for the stregthening of efforts and activities at the regional and subregional
levels in crime prevention and criminal justice was emphasized,

Having considered the report or the African Regional Preparatory Meeting for
the Seventh United Nations Congress on the PreVEntion of Crime and the Treatment
of Offenders,

Deeply concerned about the increasing criminality of different forms and
dimensions in many African countries, which is having an adverse impact on the
social, economic and other aspects of lives of the people of the region,

1. Endorses the report.of the African Regional Preparatory Meeting for the
Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
'Offenders i .

2. Urges member. States to consider cr.ime prevention and criminal justice
in the context of overall development, to encourage the exchange of data information
and experience, joint activities for training and research, demonstration projects
of a bilateral and multilateral nature, agreements on the provision of human,
financial and material resources and the conveiling of regional and subregional
seminars involving the various modalities of technical co-operation, and to involve
the scientific and professional non-governmental org&lizations that are active
in the field of crime orevention and criminal justice;

3. Appeals to the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders to support, through its decisions, the efforts
of African countries in fighting problems relating to ~he growth of criminality;

4. Requests the United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and
. the Treatment of Offenders to support the appointment of a United Nations
Regional Adviser for the African Region in the field of Crime prevention and·
criminal justice;

5. Invites the United Nations and all United Nations agencies to give all
assistance possible to African States in their efforts to achieve a concerted
'socio-economic development within the fra~ework of the Lagos Plan of Action in
order to improve the livino conditions of the people, there~y reducing crime
tendencies reSUlting from poverty, unemployment, overcrowded slums,etc.
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494. (XIX). International Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace

The Conference of Ministers,

Convinced of the importance of the full implementation of the specific
programme of measures and activities to be undertaken prior to and during the
International Youth Year (A!36/21S), as well as of the recommendations endorsed
by the General Assembly in its resolution 37/48,

Recognizing that the preparation for the observance of the International
. Youth Year will contribute to the reaffirmation of the goals of the New Inter­
. 'national Economic Order and to the implementation of the International Develop­

ment Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade,

Convinced of the imperative need to harness the energies,.enthusiasm and
creative abilities of youth to the tasks of the implementation of tjle Monrovia
Strategy and the Lagos Plan of Action for economic development of Africa
in~luding the Final Act of Lagos,

Aware that, for the International Youth Year to be successful and in ·order
to maximize its impact and practical efficiency, adequate preparation and the
widespread support of governments, all specialized agencies, international,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and the public will be
iequired, . .

.~ ,

Taking note with appreciation of the Report of the Economic caruidss¥on·for
Africa on the Situation of African Youth in the 1980s (Doc\1lllent F:CA!SilF:I,I.SD/ln/
83/WD.2 and the repOxt of the regional meeting on ~he International You~ Year
(E/ECA!CM.10/28) including the regional plan of action on youth, and congratulat­
ing the ECA for positive orientation of these documents,

Mindful of the existing co-operation arrangement between the exec\!tive.
secretariat of ECA and the general secretariat of the OAU,
,- '.

1. Endorses the conclusions and recommendations made in the two above­
mentioned doc\1lllents and requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Africa to bring them to the notice of all.African countries, with
a view to implementing the recommendations ';ontained in the Regional Plan of
Action on Youth and regional co-operation for the International Youth Year;

I

•

2.
natIonal
national

Invites all African States, which have
co-ordinating committees or other forms
Youth Year;

not already done so, to. set up
of co-ordin~tionfor~heInter-

3. Stresses the importance of inter-agency consultations as a useful
tool in planning, initiating, promoting and implementing activities in the field
of youth at the global and regional levels, in the context of the implementation
of all recommendations concerning the International Youth Year;
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4. Appeals to all states, international, governmental and non-governmental
organizations and to the public to make, in due time, generous voluntary contribu­
tions for the im~lementation of Africa Regional Plan of Action on Youth;

1 S. Requests the Economic Conunission for Africa to take all necessary
measures for the better co-ordination of efforts in the field of youth through
inter-agency consultative meetings under its aegis in the implementation of

I the Regional Plan of Action on Youth;

6. Stresses the importance of establishing a similar co-ordinating
structure_Jor regional youth organizations, including the Pan-African Youth
MOvement, as a consultative body to the Economic Commission for Africa in
carrying out youth-related activities;

7. Calls upon the Executive Secretary of ECA, in collaboration with the
Secretary-General of OAU, to ensure adequate and effective participation of
Africa in the International Youth Year;

8. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to take all
necessary measures to strengthen the secretariat of the Economic Commission
for Afric. in order to enable it to fulfill the extended mandate entrusted to
it in_the field of youth including the implementation cf the Regional Plan of
Action on Youth;

9. -- Invites the Secretary-General of the United Nations to use all me_ans
at his disposal, within the regular budget of the United Nations, to increase
the resources designed for the implementation of the International Youth Year
programme;

•
10. Calls upon the secretariat for the IYY to make all necessary arrange­

ments at the appronriate level, for the implementation of the African Regional
Plan of Action on Youth;

• 11 •
of ECA to
youth;

Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the secretariat
take specific measures to increase the dissemination of information on

- 12. Requests that such alobal plan of action on youth be considered in an
international meeting on youth in early 1985 as an integral part of the celebra­
tion of the year;

13. Expresses its full appreciation to the secretariat of the Economic
Commission for Africa and to the Secretariat for IYY for the successful
preparation and organization of the African Regional Heeting on the IYY;

14. Expresses also its appreciation to those United Nations agencies and
offices, particularly ILO, UNESCO, FAO, ~JHO, UNICEF and UNV/UNDP for their active
collaboration in and contribution to the Regional Meeting.
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495 (XIX). Utilization of existing African facilities for the development
of human resources in Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General As~~bly re~olution 32/197 in particular, section IV on
structures for regional and inter-regional co-operation which, inter alia,c~lls

on regional commissi.ons to strengthen their relations with the organizations of
the United Nations,sytem and to serve n as the main general economic and social
development centres within the united Nations system for their respective
regions",

Recalling also its resolution 444 (XVII) of April 1982 Which, among other
things, call upon African Governments to take a number of measures for accelerated
development of African human resources,

Mindful of the recommendations of the African Ministers Responsible for
Human Resources Planning, Development and Utilization, iadopted at their first
Conference in Monrovia, Liberia, in October 1981, regarding national and regional
institutional'machineries for the review and co-ordination of programmes and
policies in hlli~an resources development,

G~ided by the Lagos Plan of Action for the Economic Development of Africa
on measures fior national, subregional and regional, self-reliance in the economic
and social develooment of nfrica, which accords high priority inter alia, to the
development and utilization of human resources,

conscious of the activities undertaken by the United Nations agencies the
Organization'of African Unity and other international organizations to help member
States to develop human resources in Africa' as well as of their technical co­
operation and collaboration ~rogrammes in institution-building, education and
training,

Bearing in mind ~frica's initiative to establish and strengthen national,
subregional and regional institations for design, research and development
training and consultancy for the socio-economic development of the region,

1. Calls upon the United Nations agencies ann other international and
bilateral organizations carrying out activities in the field of human resources,
develooment in Africa to give preference to the utilization of existing national,
subregional and regional inttitutions, and the strengthenin~' and the exPanding
of such institutions;

2. Urges the United Nations agencies and international organizations to
co-ordinate closely the planning and programming of their activities in the

"

I

OJ

•
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field of human resources development with the appropriate African national,
subrl!9ional and regional machineries and- institutions with a view to ensuring
optimal utilization of resources towards Africa's achievement of the goal of
self-reliance and self-sufficiency in manpower supply,

3. Requests the_Exec~tive Secretary of the Commission to exchange
infomation with other'united Nations-agencies, international and bilateral
organizations and appropriate African institutions on programmes and activities

I in human-resources development iri order to facilitate collaboration in the
development of h~~an r~sources for Africa's socio-economic development •

•

•
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496 (XIX). E.nvironment and dev31~p..ent, in Africa

The Conference of Ministe~s,

!,c~:llling ,General M;sElilbly cesolutio~ 35/56 of December 1980 'on 'the In~mat.ipnal
De:ilelopntl!!rit Strategy f'Orthe Third United NaUons Develop~nt Dec",:e whic-h,

. inter erta ,- cal.Ls for amid-term revi"., of t'he acU"itiell of develop:l,ng cotlntries to \
deal moread~quate1ywith the environmental aspects of development activities, for
the international cOmMUnity to increase financial and technical support to
drought-stricken countriell that are under the stress of desertification, for !
consideratior. to be given by all countries to environmental aspects of industrialization
in the formulation and implementation of their industrial programmes and for the
improvement of the qu~lity of life and environment through human settlement planning
and better housing conditions, 1/

Taking note of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Governing Council
decisions 10/4 and 10/6 of May 1932 on environment and development, which calls for
assistance to developing countries to address serious environmental problems relating
to poverty and underdevel.opment , ])

Recclling ita resolution 446 (XVII) of April 1932 on the need to intensify regional
co-opel'atiol' for combating desertification in Africa; resolution 473 (XVIII) of
April 1~83 requesting for a Scientific Roundtable on the Climatic Situation and
Drought in Africa and resolution 474 (XVIII) of April 1983 calling for the strengthening
of Africa~ capabilities in environmenta1'matters especially the environment co-ordination
"~_l-'..b.ill.Lies of the Economic COlIDDission for Africa, and for encouraging development
of enyironmenta1 education and training programmes in member States,

P~ving considered the report of the second meeting of the Joint Intergovernmental
Regio~alCo~<dtteeon Human Settlements and Environment and its annexes dealing with
envirolunentul matters, 3/ namely, the recommendations and resolutions of three joint
regional wo::ks:..op s h-:ld-vn:

(a) cembating desertification in Africa, i/
,b) industrial environmental impact assessment and environmental criteria for

the Elting of industry, ~J

(c) dpveloping a programme of action for environmental education and training
in Africa, 2/

if General Ase~mbly resolution 35/56, 83rd plenary, 1980, annex, paragraphs 156-158.

2/ See report of UNEP Governing Council at its tenth session, decisions 10/4
,- a:.:~ -·-10/6 pages 90-92. Official Records of the General Assembly Thirty-seventh
sesfion~ Supplement No, 25 (A/37/25), 1982.

}../ See E!ECA!CIl.lO/13.

!!J See E/ECA/EUV/7.

i/ ,~ee E/ECA/?Nl7/11.

2./ See UNEPNG.78/4.
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Taking note of the assistance ~endered by the United Nations Sudano-Sahe1ian
O.ffice to African countries in developing national pror,rammes, and institutional
arrangements for combating drouRht ana desertification,

Recognizing that desertification control measures can be improved by the
provision of alternative S~U1ces of energy for local consumption, the modernization

• of fuel-wood atoves and kilns for charcoal production from agricultural residues, and
by providing alternative or suprlementary livelihood syste~s to local population to
prevent over-grazing in arid lands,

Noting that· additional causes of desertification in.Africa besides over-grazing
over-population, deforestation. and soil erosion, are bush fires accentuated by the
current prolonged drought in Africa and devegetation resulting from the deleterious
gases and £ume~ from industrial and mining processing plants,

Considering that most African Governments do not, as yet, have guidelines for
assessing the environmental impact of industrial activity on the physical and human
environments.

Fully realizing··~he long-term heavy costs that the neglect of the practice of
environmental imp~ assessment might entail after pollution occurred.

Aware that the primary responsibility for promoting awareness of environmental
problems and of the concept that environmental protection and development are
compatible. lies first and foremost with governments who~hould develop environmental
education and training programmes in line with their socio-economic development plans
and polkies,

NotiaR with aopreciation that in response to the Lagoa Plan of Action 71 and
t.be United Nations Environrnent Programme Governingcol\ncil decisions 9/12 of Hay 1981 8/
and 11/7 Part Eight A 91 on environmental priorities for a regiona1progrsmme for ­
Africa, the. Regional Office for Africa of th" United Nations Environment Programme has
developed a"Sub-Regional Environmental Groupings (SREGs) programme, providing a.. framework for co-operation with the ECP. ;'iultinational Programming and Operational
Centres (11ULPOCs) in Africa co identify subregional environmental problems and propose'
common measures to enable African Governments to take immediate action to solve their

• problema in the spirit of self-reliant regional co-opeT.ation.

I.' Promotion of technical co-operation. information exchange, technology and
expertise for combating desertific3tion in Africa:

1. Recomme~ds that·African Governments intensify their efforts in training
personnel for combating desertification; rromote technical co-operation among
deve10ping·countries (TCDC) for sharing experiences and expert knowledge, technology

II See A/S - 11/4. Annex 1.

~I UNEP/GC.9/15, Report of the Governing Council at its 9th session, page 132.

91 UNEP/GC.ll/18. Proceedings of the Governing Council at its 11th session,
Annex I, page 28.



and information on combating desertification; strengthen their national net~mrk

of agro-meteorological stations under the AGRHYlffiT programme; conduct an inventory
of grazing' lands for the suitability of species to maintain the carrying capacity.
of the land and to provide adequate resource allocations to carry out anti­
desertification activities;

2~ Urges the Governing Councils of the United Nations Environment Programm~

and the United Nations Develo~ent Programme, the Economic and Social Council and
the General Assembly to consider seriously: (a) the inclus~on of the United
Republic of Tanzania and Nigeria within the terms of reference of the United Nations
Sudano-Sahelian Office (UNSO) to enable them receive assistance in implementing
programmes for combating desertification; (b) expanding the scope of the United
Nations Sudano~SahelianOffice' 90 as to enable the office assist the States members
of the Southern African Development Co-ordination Conference (SADCC) in implementing
the United Nations Environment Programme on combating desertification and drought, in
the same way the ill/SO is now assisting the States members of the Permanent Inter-State
CoI'1mitt'ee on Drought Control in the Sahel region (CILSS);

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, in .
co-operation with the relevant United Nations organizations and agencies (UNSO, UNEP,
FAD, UNESCO), to organize a regional seminar/workshop on the modalities for the
exchange of information, technology and expertise on combating desertification;
between the 34 countries in the three subregions (Northern Sahara, Sudsno-Sahelian
and Kalahari Desert) so affected;

II. Industrial environmental impact assessment:

1. Strongly recommends that African Governments take immediately all precautionary
measures-for p.nvironrnental protection in industrial development by:

·(a) Adapting the U}ffir guidelines for industrial environmental imuact assessment
and environmental criteria for siting industry, into national industrial development·
programmes;

(b) Ensuring that the application of existinfl industrial codes by developers
is reviewed in terms of the' national ?uidelinas so developed. and that appropriat~

legislative instruments be established to implement the guidelines;

2. Further recommends that the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for
Africa and the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme assist
m~mber States. in training manpower for carrying out environmental impact assessment .
activities within the context of the Industrial Development Decade for Africa (IPDA);

III. Progr~me of action for environmental education and training in Africa:

1. '~ecommends that Africsn Governments formulate. integrated enviro~~ental

education and training programmes and develop specific national environmental
institutions, for the implementation of these environmental programmes in the country;

I

..
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2.:. Requests .JII!!mber States. to initiate the incorporation of environmental
components into on-~oin~ tralningprogrammes at national institutions catering for.
decision- and policy-makers, administrators, managers, educationalists and other
professionals whose daily decisions and normal work affect the quality of the
environment;

3. Invites African Governments to increase awareness of environmental issues
and concerns ~n8 politicians and in all sections of the community, particularly in
the rursl population, throu~h the mass media~ literacy pro~rammes, poiitical and
social gatherings; as well as promote the exchange of information and experience
among African countries; ,

IV• Regional co-operation on environmental matters in Africa:

1. Strongly urges the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
and the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to increase
their support to ECA:Environment SectIon. for the effective implementation of the
Environment in Africa Work Programme within the context of the System-Wide Medium-Term
Environment Pro~ramme;

2•. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa and
the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to continue their
co-operation in implementing subregional environmental programmes for solving the
specific environmental problems of'the countries within the subregions, through the
ECA Multinational Programming and Operational Centres CMULpOCs) •
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497 (XIX). Water Resources Development and Follow-up to the liar del Plata
Action Plan

The Con;erence of Ministers,

Recalling Gene~al Assembly resolution 32/158 of 19 December 1977, which adopted
the report of the United Nations Water Conference and approved the Mar del Plata
Action Plan contained thereip.,

Guided by resolution VIII of the United Nations Water Conference, ~1ar del Plata
Action Plan, which called upon the regional commissions to play a central role in the
promotion of intergovernmental co-operation in matters of integrated water resources
development and management,

Recldl1ng further Economic and Social CounCil resolution 2043 (LXI), of 5 AUgust
1976, which requests the SecretarY-General of th.. United Nations to make adequate
provisions so as to enable the regional commissions to carry out their activities
effectively, and 1~79/67, of 3 August 1979, which recommends that the secretariats
of the regional commissions should be provided with sufficient manpower and financial
resources to enable them to discharge .the expanded responsibilities assigned to them .
by the Vnited Nations Water Conference,

Recalling also the recommendation on institutional strengthening at regional level·
called for in paragraph ~2(iii) of the Lagos Plan of Action,

1. Calls upon governments which have not already done so to estllblish national
committees on >yater resources ill accordance with the recOlllDlendationa of the Mar del
Plata Action Plan;

2. Appeals to multinational, bilateral and intergovernmental technical assistance
organizations and the agencies of the United Nations system to co-ordinate their
efforts with the Economic Commission for Africa in assisting African Governments in
the development of .the region's "ater resources and to provide financial and .material
support for the implementation of regional projects in water resources planning,
development and rational utilization;

3. Urges the Administrator of the t'nited Nations Development Progrlllllllle and the
President of the World Bank to increase the amount of funds allocated to the water
sector in their natiot'3l and regiol18l programmes for Africa and, in particular, to
give more emphasis to rural water supply programmes;

4. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to strengthen the
secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa in its water resources activities
so that water experts can be deployed to the MULPOCs to assist member States in the
planning and execution of their wate~ development activities and in the follow-up
of the recommendations of the P~r del Plata Action Plan.

f

..



498 (XIX). Pan-African Documentation and Information System

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 359 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 concerning the project for
a Pan-African numerical and non-numerica1 data bank,

Recalling also resolution 377 (XV) of 12 April 1980 concerning the implementation
.of thll.·.pan-A£rican DoCUlllentationfancl, Information System project",

. ;Further .recalling resolution 413 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 regarding fiuaucial
support for the Pan-African Documentation and Information System.

Recalling the resolution on PADIS adopted by the third session of the Joint
Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demogrsphers,

Recalling the resolution sdopted by the fourth meeting afthe Conference of
Plenipotentiaries of the North African MULPOC,

Noting with concern the continuing poor situation of theaocumentation. infol'llllltion
and library infrastructure in Africa,

Aware of .the need to'strengthen PAInS,

1.. · Decides to establish a regional technical committee for PADIS with the
following 'terms of reference:

(s) to estsb1ish the overall policy of PADIS, inter alia by laying down policy.
technical ;S:nd financial guidelines; . .

(b) '~o .advise the Executive Secretary on the formulation and implementation of
the WOrk. pTogramme of the project in accordance with tbe:,a~orementionedguidelines;

,(c) to oversee the execution' of the project at all IdYels of'the system;

(d) to take·any other action that will enhance the effectiveness and eConomic
viability of the project;

(e) to meet as often as may be reqUired but not less than once a year, provided
that during the transitional, phase the committee shall meet at least twice a year;

(f) to co-opt specialists drawn from the relevant disciplines as necesssry;

(g) to report snnually on its activities to the Conference of Ministers through
the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole;
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2. Decides further that the committee shall be composed as follows:

(a) the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for '.' .-,
Africa. serving as chairman ex officio;

(b) five high-level experns who shall be elected.to represt!J;ll; their respective
subregions and who are expert in telecollllllUIlications. dOcU1llentation. library"science,
information or cqmputer science. to serve in their personal qapacity for a period of
four years; ,,'". '. r: . .. ,',

.Ic) A representative of OAU; C'

(d) A representative of UNESCO;
;:,1

(e) A representative of'UNDP;

~..

c.(f~" Mem~r'ili. co-opted in ,accordll1lce withp!iragraph l(f) above, provided that
such members shall not nU1llber more than three at any time;

3. Further decides that the five members representing member States ~hall be
elected by the Conference of Ministers on the recommendation of the Joint 'Conference
of African Planners. Statisticians a~d Demographers. prOVided that for the four years
for 'transitional phase the first members shall be elected by the· Conference of

. r 'c·... ~Ministers at its tenth meeting; ,
I).~ -.f

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to estab~ish 89 ~arly as possible'ln each
MULPOCa subregional technical committee of PAnIS whose principal function'will be
~mOnitor' the' iIIlplementation of the project within the subregions concerned;

',) " ':J r ri:.J ;" '. -'~"'l .-r: .:.

5.. Decides that the chairmen of ~he sub-regional technical committees shell .be
ipso-facto ex-officio members of the regional technical committee.
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499 (XIX). Regional Plan of .i.ction to combat the Impacts of Drought in Africa

~ne Conference of Mini3ters,

ReoiUing resolution 473 (XVIII) of 2 14ay 1983 of the Commission on the.
Scientific Round Table on the Climatic Situation and Drought in Africa in llhich
it urgently requested the Executive Secretary of the Commission to organize a
special Scientific Round Table to examine the causes, periodicity, trends and
effects of drought on 1he iJ:rican econowies and to propose measures that can be
taken in the short-, medium- and long-:.terms to dea.L with. the situation and in
wh;ioh it also requested the Executive Secretary to report on the outcome of the
Soientific Round Table to the Tenth Conference of Ministers,

Having oonsidered the Report of the Scientifio Round Table On tho Climatic
Situation and Drought in Africa including the draft Regional Plan of Aotion to
Combat·the Impacts of drought in Afrioa,

Noting with oonoern that drought is a reourrent phenomenon that is likely
to repeat itself at some unspeoified future dates and also that the current
drought period· has beoome abnormally severe, persistent .and widespread as evidenced
by the fact that the ourrent drought has, exoept for a brief period, continued
unaba.ted since 1968 and that it has spread itself beyond the boundries of the
Su.da.n.cJ..Sahelian region to forested, ooastal and other areas of Africa. that have
hitherto been unaffected by tho drought,

DeeRbY concerned about the adverse impacts Af the current drought on the
African socio-economic systems, resulting in serious food soaroity, malnutrition,
widespread diseases and deaths, depletion of animal stooks, increased poverty,
environmental degradation, imbalances and reduction in llater resouroes, human
suffering and hardship and Ln severe dislocations of the fragile economies of
African oountries, ,

1. Takes note wi,th apnrooiati6n of the Report of the Soientific Round Table
on the Clima'l1ic Situation and Drought in Africa;

2. . Deoides tc> adopt ·the Regional Plan of Aotion to Combat the Adverse
Impaots of Drought in Africa.;

30 Urges member States tOI (a) adopt appropriate measures, i.:wluding
increased aJ.looation of financial resouroes, and enhancement of manpower and
institutional oapa.bilities Hithin the fr9Iaework of the Regional Plan of Aotion, to
better prediot and oombat the adverse impacts of drnught; (b) rehabilitate their
drought~tricken eoonomies in 8. oo-ordi.ne.ted and integrated manner; and
(0) design and enforce other appropriate policies for the implementation of the
Regional Plan of Action in its entirely;

4.· CaJ.ls Ilpon the international oommunity, including the organizations of
the United Nations system, t~ assist generously the drought-stricken African
oountries -in their efforts to combat the Lmpac'bs of drought, rehabilitate their
economies and implement the Regional Plan of Aotion on drought.
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500 (XIX) e . Short-term {oJ:'aos.ztillg in th" Mri.oen· ";region

The Goniel'ence of Minist-ers,

Reoalli.'1g the Monrovia ~.;tr"'te[;y for the Afrioan region as well as the Lagos
Plan of Aotion and the Fillal Aot of Lagosp

Notillg the increasinG need fo'!' shcrt-·term adj'lStment measures ill an
increasing nwnPer of Afrioan countries as a result of , ~er alia, fluctuations
in the wcrld eooncmio s;:,uatiol', disastrous natural phenomena such as drought,
flood, eto., o-thez- factors wha.ch causo dietortion in the imple;nentation and
management of deve.Lopmcrrc and dist.r:..bution\

Aware· of the potential ~ld importanoe of short~ermforeoastingsystem in·
assisting indiVi.dUal 'African courrtz-Les to establish ear1;y warning systems and
to devise adjustment ~ld distrihution polioies ·~o cope with internal and external
economic disturbances;

T~~g note of the efforts 0" the EGA seoretariat to establish short-term
foreoasting systems in individlU.J. African oountries; and aware of the difficulties
these countries nave in oollecting and compiling oomplete national acoounts data,

1. Calls upon all ilf'rican oountries to undertake and strengthen short~erm

out.Look activities ind.ividually and collectively and prOVide EGA with their
published outlook outputs so as to ailo1'T for the drawing up of SUbregional and
regional outlocks 'oased on approaches such cs s ooi.e.L accounting matrices ..(SAl"",)·
whioh have the ·adv?ntElg<>s .-f r.m.king up for the imperfection 'If the national .
accounts and. cof sufficiently hig.'1:.ighting the distributi",. pOlicies;

2. Requests the EGA secretc~iat to~

(a) Continue to assist individuol Afrioan countries on request, to
establish short-term foreoasting 3ystems based en appr-oaches such .as S.Al<Is
inoJ.uding the creation qf national oapabilities to follo~T-up on the models,

(b) Concr-e't.Lse the oo-opcrntLon" efforts ",ith other national and pan­
Af:n'ioan institutions partioular1r the Afrioan Deve Iopmerrt Bank and the Institute
for Economic Development and PleJu-.ing (IDEP) and. other international agencies in
mobilizing the necessary :'(;""UI'O<'S so as to effectively assist indiv.i.dual
African oountries to construct S.;Ms and to implement snor-s-eerm foreoasting
systems.

•
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501 (XIX).Perspeotive st1;'d.iesin Africa

The Conferenoe of Ministers,

Reoalling resolution 410 (XVIII) adopted by the Conference of Ministers
of EGA on perspeotive stud1es in Afr:l-oan oountries,

Bearing in mind the urgent need for African oountries to adopt measures to
deal with the' structural weaknesses of their eoonomies with a view to achieving
a .olear transformation of the Afrioan economy in line with the Lagos Plan of
Aotion and the Final Act of Lagos,

.:"':....... , _.. ''':~

Taking note with oonoern of the deteriorating economic conditions in the
African region. worsened by wrsistent drought condition,s,

Taking note with interest of the seoretariat~s study entitled, EGA and
rioa's De elo nt 1 8~008: A el" e):'S otive stu whioh highlights

the al emative prospects of Afrioa in critical areas,

Aware of the usefulness of perspective studies at the national, sUbregi"nal
and regional levels especially in respeot of assessing necessary actions at all
these levels for the sucoessful implementation of the Lagos Plan of Acti'ln,

1. Appeals to member States to undertake wrswotive studie'l en their
respective economies;

2. Calls upon all research institutions, development institutions and
universities in ccllaboration '-lith EGA and OAU to continue to critically
examine the study so as to etimulate new initiatives and actions for the successful
implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action at al.L levels,

3. Requests the ECA seoretariat to strengthen and ocntinue its work em
perspective studies in close oo-operation with national planning organs and
taking into particular aooount the following basic elements:

(a) the vulnerability of the African economies to the international
economic environment i

(b) the effects cf the dreught and desertification on the eoonomic
perf'orrnanoe of African oountries i

(c) the realism and feasibility or the various targets and strategies;

(d) the need for a further disaggregation and extensi~n of the study
to oover perspectives of sub-groups cf African c..untries;
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, .

(g) the impcrtance of exa'llining, in detail additional variables
like science and technology and finanoial requirements;

(e)

(f)

the undertaking of yearly sectoral analysis and projections
especially at the subregional and regional levels so as to
cover the key sectors during the five· years between the periods
of the updates;

the usefulness of ana.1¥sing several scenarios including
sensitivity analysis on elements .such as balance of pa;yments
and, capital avai.lability constraints i

•

4. Requests the Executive Secretary cf ECA to: I

(a)

(b)

provide, on request, technical assistance to African governments
and SUbregional groupings in establishing work on perspective
studies at the natiOnal and subregional levels i

establ:i.sh..a specUiG<-eohedule of revieWs to be "LUldertaken in the
updating of the studS and ensure the involvement of MULPOCs in
the monitoring of the various critioal areas and seotors in
tMir respeotive subregions.

•

•
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502 (XIX). Pricing Policies in the African Least Developed Countries

1'he Conferenoe of Ninisters,

Considering the importance of pricing policies in

activities and, especially, in increasing productivity

agrioultural seotor,

A.lare of the ,critical food supply situation in the Afrioan least devaLoped

oountries,

Comitant of the perverse effects of various economi.c and financial

stabilization and structural adjustment programmes and the limited sucoess such

progra.wrtes have had and their cost, especially in low incomeqountries,

Reoognizing that current institutional pricing structures and price

legis:La.tion need to be brought up-to-date,

Mindful of the deart~ of statistics on production costs in sectors as vital

as agriculture,

Recalling that steps urgently need to be taken to bring about nahonal

self-sufficiency,

Further recalling the experiences gained in formulating pricing policies

and meeting the terms of the sta~d-by arran6~ments with the International Monetary

Fund and the World Balli, by many .\frican least developed countries,

1. Takes note of the study On pricing policies in African least developed

countries presented. by Eel. seoretariat in collaboration with UHCTADj

2. Requests the Afric= least developed countries to bring their institu­

tional structures for fixing, controlling wad monitorL~g prices up-to-date and into

line with the economic ,d.tuations they face, to IT.ake appr'opz-Labe price-fixing arrange­

ments for agrioultural producers so that said pr-oducer-s me$ increase their output

accordingly, and to check the ourrent trend which allows middlemen to make

exhorbitant profit and favours some urban consumers at the expense of the rural

sector;
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3. Requests the ECa secretariat to make the study more oomprehensive and

to talce into acoourrt aJ.l the paruuebr-es that oould on","le the definitio~ of- an

appropriate prioing policy;

4. Invites the InternationaJ. j~cneta.ry Fund and the World Bank to include

in thoir eoonomic and fLnanc i.a'L utO:bilization and, structur"l adjustment programmes

and undertaking to adopt adequate measures aimed at identifying the detrimental

and beneficial effects and make compenaat.or-y arr-angeucnts for o.ny adver-se effects

that the Afrioan least developed countries m~ encounter as a result of such

pz-ogr-anune ;

5. Requests UllDP, the World Bank and TIi~ to give the EGA secretariat the

necessaxy financial baoking to provide covorage for all 26 Mrican least

develcped countries and cope with the various subjects selected for investigation

to enrich the study on pricing policies in th~ African least developed countries.

•

•

•
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503 (XIX). Measures for the effeotive implementation of the substantial

new f~Ogramme of action in Afrioan least developed oountries

The Conferenoe of Ministers,

Reoalling its resolution 391 (XV) of 12 April 1980 entrusting the Conferenoe

of Ministers of Afrioan Least Developed Countries with the responsibility for

ensuring the oo-ordination of efforts, establishing priorities",nJonitoring and

evaluating progress under the Comprehensive New Programme of Aotion in African

Least Developed Countries, and its resolution 481 (XVIII) of April 1983 on measures

for'aocelerating the implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action in

African Least Developed Countries,

Recalling United Nations General ~ssembly resolution 38/195 of 20 Deoember

1983 on the implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action for the

1980s for the least developed countries,

Taking ncte of the tremendous efforts made by the lU'rican Least Developed

countries in the preparation of their respective country review meetings,

especially in devising pclicies aimed a.t ensuring the aucceasf'u.L implementation

of their national programmes,

Noting that the review meetings so far organized have not votally met the

expeotations of the least developed countries, since the commitments made h,y

donor countries and organizations ha~ not fully matched the provisions of

the Substantial New Programme of Action,

'Expressing deep concern at the disappointing results of the negotiations

on the Substantial New Programme of nction at the sixth session of the United

Nations Conference on Trade and Development held in Belgrade, June-July 1983,

Noting with great conoern the worsening economic situation of the

African least developed oountries oaused by natural calamities such as drought

and desertification,.
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Further noting with satisfaotion the initiative of the United Nations

Seoretary-General on the i~rican economio orisis and efforts to mobilize the

international oommunity to provide the neoessary finanoial and teclmioal assistanoe
_ -. 4

in favour of Mrioan countries, especially the least developed among them and

also the appointment of a Speoial Representative on the african economio crisis,

DeeplY ooncerned by the oonsiderable reduotion in offioial development

assistanoe especially on the oonoessional terms from all external souroes to

the Afrioan least developed oountries sinoe the adoption of the Substantial

New Programme of Aotion in 1981,

Bearing in mind that the intergovernmental group of experts on least

developed countries of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

will meet at a higher level in September/Ootober 1985 in order to oarry out the

Mid-term Global Review of the Substantial New Programme of Aotion and to

consider the possibilities of holding a global review of the implementation of

the Substantial New Programme of Action at the end of the deoade ,

~~ that the least developed countries should mobilize and allocate a

greater part of their domestic resources to the implementation of their develop­

ment projects and improve substantially their absorptive capaoity through

internal arrangements or with the support of donor countries and agenoies i

Noting with gratitude the spirit of those countries which have alrea,d,y

implemented the 0.15 per oent share of their GNP as Official Development assistanoe

tc the least developed oountries as provided '!br under the Substantial New

Programme of Aotion,

'1. Strong~y urgeS those Afrioanleast developed countries that have

not yet organized their meetings to take all the necessary measures to do so

in 1984 or at least before the Mid-Jrerm Global Review meetings in 1985i

2. Urges African least developed countries (i) to adequately prepare

themselves for the Mid-Jrerm Global Review meeting in 1985 in crder to make

practical proposals for the adjustment of the Substantial New 'Rrogrammeof

Aotion if need be, so as to expedite its implementation during the second half

of the decade; (ii) to provide the necessary information and statistics to the

secretariat of the Economic Commission fcr .U'rica so as tc be able to prepare

a substantive regional assessment of the implementation of the Substantial New

Programme of Action during 1981-1984i

•

•

•
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3. Further urges the Mrican least developed ccuntries to ensure the

establishment of adequate new follow-up mechanisms at· the oountry level or the
.' '.'. ,'-

strengiltening of alread;y existing meohanisms iJ;l order to maintain contacts

with donors before and after review meetings;

4. Affirms that the prinoipal objeotive of the country review meetings.

should be to secure additional resources and not to be a mere forwnfor the.

exchange of views on the countries development strategies, policies and public

investment programmes and projects and, t.o that :effect, donors should send.

high level representation from their respective aid agencies to attend the

country review meetings and make firm commitments on the programmes ~d p.rOjects;.-.' ., . . . ,

5." ·Requests the' Lead agencies, the United Nations Development Programme

and the World Bank to utilise local experts, the expertise within the. Un:i.ted

Nations system, especially :the Economic Commission for Africa for the. drawing up

of the documentation- fcr the· country review meetings in Mric~ least developed

oountries so as to reduce expenditures for the preparation and organization of

these meetings;

6. Calls upon donor countries in the context of paragraph 63 of the

Substantial New Programme of Action to substantial4r inorease the flow of

financial resources and other support measures with the aim of .achieving the 0.15

per cent target of their GNP as official development assistanoe to least developed

countries or double their official development assistance to the least developed

oountries by 1985 or as soon as possible thereafter;

7. Urges donor countries and multilateral financial institutions.to

(a) provide finanoial assistance to·the i~rican least developed countries on

very favourable terms and oonditions taking ~ltO consideration the special

peculiarities of the economies of these countries, (b) alleviate the debt

burden onthe ~rican least developed countries through retroactive adjusment

measures or equivalent actions and most desirably, the oomplete cancellation

of debts, (c) to. contribute substantially to the looal reourrent cost of the priority

projects which they are funding in the least developed countries, (d) to endeavour

to improve aid delivery procedures in order to enhance the abscrptive capacity of the

least developed countries and, wherever possible, to harmonize such prooedures so as

to create a condition for possible co-financing of projects;
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8. Welcomes the provision qy some donors of assistance to African least

developed oountries mostly in the form of grants as well as in more flexible

forms such as local recurrent cost financing, maintenance aid, rehabilitation

aid, as well as balance-<>f-pe;yments support, adapted to the special, needs of

the African least developed countries and in response to their deteriorating

economic and social situation caused qy the natural calamities;

9. Calls upcn the international corninunity to provide support for the

priority areas identified by the African least. developed countries in their

country programmes on the basis of the provisions of chapter 1 of the Substantial

New Programmes of ,~etion, particuloxly food and agriculture, manufacturing,

exploration and development of energy. ana technical resouroes, human resources

development, expansion and diversification of exports, development of transport

and communications, and improvement in planning, implementation and management

capabilities;

10. Expresses its gratitude to the United Nations Secreta.ry-General and

his Special Representative on the '..frican economic orises for the efforts.

that they are deploying in mobilizing assistance from the international.

community to alleviate the current economic crisis facing Africa and appeals

to the international community to respond positively to the efforts of the

United Nations Secretary-General;

11. Requests the Executive Secretary to report on the progress in the

implementation of thisresolu:t;.ion to the fifth meeting of the Conference of Ministers

of Afrioan least developed countries in 1985.

•

I

•
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504 (XIX). Transportation an;:;, mat1tet1.ng of natura). gas b" pipeline

The Conference uf ~~~E!.

Recalling resolution ECA/UNTACDA/Ras. 83/28 adopted by the third Conference
of African 11itiisters of Tra.nsport, Co:mnunications and Planning meeti,ng in Cairo
in March 1983 un the preparation of a study on natural gas in Africa,

Conscious of the importance of this study for the development of natural
re80urces in Africa, especially with regard to satisfying the needs of African
countries in natural gas, particularLy in the Sahel ian countries,

1. Supports the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
in his endeavour to ~ndertake a comprehensive study on the distribution of
African natural gas by pipelil'e in order to market it in Africa and possibly,
transport it to Europe; the study should include a coapar i son of ~a~ious 'm6ci;'s"
of transport;

2. 'Appeals to the inte~ational community, especially the organizitions
concerned, namely the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, the
African Developmert Bank and t'le \~or1d Bank to suppor-t; and co-operate with the
Economic Commission for Africa and the UniteG Nations Development Programme to
ensure the success ofthestu~f•

-'C'
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505 (XIX). Strengthening ECA B~ ~n Executing Agenc~.

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 33/202 of 29 January 1979 on
restructuring of the economic and social sectors ot the United Nations system,
which, inter alia, decided that the regional commissions shall have the status
of executing agencies in their own right,

Recalling the agreement signed on 1 }~rch 1977 between UNDP and ECA
designating ECA as a participating and executing 'agency for UNDP inter-countrj
projects,

Having considered.the biennial report of the Executive Secretary for the
biennium 1982-1983,

Noting with satisfaction the progress which ECA has achieved as an executing
agency of UNDP and other inter-country projects within a short space of time to
the extent that it is now one of the largest executing agency ofUNDP-financed
inter-country projects in Africa,

Also noting with concern the administrative difficulties being experienced by
ECA in the implementation of these projects due to lack of differentiation between
procedures and rules which should apply to its role as an executing agency as
distinct from its normal regular budgetary activities in the recruitment of
project personnel residing outside Africa and those above level L5 and' in the
procurement of project equipment and supplies costing above $US 26,000,

Noting further with regret that the rate of implementation by ECA of UNDP and
other inter-country projects has decreased substantially due to the above-mentioned
constraints, which create unnecessary delays,

Bearing in mind the current critical economic situation of Africa and the
expectation of member States that ECA secretariat should play an increasing role
in assisting them in expeditious execution of operation projects funded by
resources from the UN system, other than multinational and bila~eral funding
sources,

1. Re~uests the Secretary-General to relax the administrative constraints
mentioned above by realign in?, the rules of recruitment and procurement with
those of other UN executing agencies SO that the ECA would be able to promptly
execute projects thereby putting it on the same footing as the other executing
agencies in the United Nations system;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the eleventh meeting of
the Conference of Ministers and the twentieth session of the Commission the
progress in the implementation of this resolution.

·•

•
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506 (XIX). Kilimanjaro Programme of Action on Population and Self-Reliant
Development

The Conference of Minister.s,

Recallin Economic and Social Council resolutions 1981/87 of 25 November 1981
and 1982 42 of 27 July 1982 on convening of an International Conference,'on
Population in 19G4, which, inter alia, invited the regional commissions to consider
at their annual sessions in 1984, the report of the Preparatory Committee for the
Conference, with a view to formulating suggestions 'and recommendations'for the
further implementation of the World Population Plan of Action at the regional
level. and to transmit those suggestions and recommendations, to the Conference
for its consideration, ,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1983/6 of 26 ,May 1933 on
the International Conference on Population, 1984, which requested the', Secretary­
General of the United Nations to invite all Stntes, representatives of national
liber~tion movements, the United Nations Council on Namibia, government, inter­
governmental and ,non-governmental organizations to participate in the Conference,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 1983/76 'of 26 'July"
1983 on Cross-Sectorial review of population, which decided to continue to attach
high priority to popula t i on programmes and activities as contributing to the
social and economic development' of developing countries and urged that'increased
financial support for population activities be made available and that competent
entities of the Ull system take appropriate action accordingly in a co-ordinated
manner in their respective programmes of work,

Recalling further ECA resolution 366 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 on priority
population programmes of ECA, which requested the Executive Secretary to give
high priority to and initiate programmes of assistance to countries on studies
analysis and institution-building ac tivities in priority areas on population and
development interrelationships, infant and childhood mortality, levels, patterns
and future trends in 'fertility and popUlation distribution and development,

Taking note of the report of the Preparatory Committee for the Intern,tional
Conference on Population (E/1934/20 and E/1984/28/Add.l),

Re-affirming its commitments to the population programmes spelled out in the
Lagos Plan of Action and reiterated in the Addis Ababa Declaration of 1983,

Noting with satisfaction efforts undertaken jointly by ECA and UHFPA to
develop national expertise in the field of population,
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Noting also preparatory work so far undertaken at the global and regional
levels to ensure active participation by African countries at the International
Conference on· population scheduled to meet in Mexico in August 1984, .

Taking note of the report of the Second African Population Conference held
in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, from 9 to 13 January 1984,

1. Approves the Kili~njaro Programme of Action on Population and Self­
Reliant Development adopted by the second African Population Conference;

2. Requests the Statesmemhers of the Commission to ensure that their
delegations to the International Conference .on Population and to future United
Nations Population Commission. meetings use .the Kilimanjaro Prograrmne of Action
as document of reference to ensure adequate consideration of the priority
interests of Africa in population activities;

3, Further requests the UNFPA and donor countries and agencies to increase
resources given to African ·countries to speed up the implementation of this
programme;

4. Directs the Executive Secretary to take appropriate steps to ensure that
the £rinciples and objectives of this programme as well as the recommendations
contained therein be incorporated in the Work Programme of the Commission;

? Calls on all organizations in the United Nations family, the OAU,
intergovernmental, subregional, interregional and national organizations
involved ~n population work in the region to collaborate with the Economic
Commission for Africa in impl~meoting this ProgrsITmc;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Conference of Ministers·
at its .eleventh meeting the· outcome of the International Conference on Population
and progress made in integrating the recommendations of that Conference and the
Kilimanjaro Programme of Action for Population and. Self-Reliant Development.

7. Requests the ExBcuti VB S"cretary. t~ rep'.rt als' k tho next session

of the Assembly of Heads :f State and Government of OAU on the Kilimanjaro

Programmo0f Action 00 Populati0n.

••



507 (XIX). Europe-Africa Permanent Link via the

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling resolution 1982/57 adopted by the Economic and Social Coun~il of
the United Nations during its second regular session in July 1982 on the subject

1 of the proposed Europe-Africa permanent link via the Strait of Gibraltar,

Recalling also the recommendations of the Experts appointed by the Economic
'Commission for Africa and the Economic Commission for Europe following the
adoption of the above-mentioned ECOSOC resolution, contained in the report of
the Exper,ts, approved by the Economic and Social Council at its second regular"
session in 1983,

Mindful of resolution 1983/62 adopted by the Economic and Social Council
at its second regular session in July 1983 on the subject of the Europe-Africa
permanent link'via the Strait of Gibraltar which, inter alia, requests that the
Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa continue to monitor
and analyse studies 'related to this project in accordance with the recommendations
of the above-mentioned report,

Bearing in mind the resolutions adopted by the Conference of African Ministers
of Transport, CommUnications and Planning held in Conakry in February 1984,

1. Invites governments, international organizations, research institutions
and the universities in the Mediterranean ar,ea".and elsewhere to continue to
~o~operate with the Gov~rnments of Morocco and Spain arid with the Economic
COlIIlIission' for Africa and the Economic Commission for Europe, and make concerted
efforts in the pursuit of the d~velopment of the project for Europe-Africa
permanent link via the Strait of Gibraltar;

• 2. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to place at the
disposal of the Economic Commission for Africa the resources necessary for the
implementation of the recommendations on the proposed permanent link,yia the
Strait of Gibraltar.
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508 (XIX). Biennial report of the EXecutive Secretary

The Conference of Ministers,

. Recalling ECA resolution 403 (xvI) oflO April 1981 on biennial report of
the Executive Secretary,1979-1980,

Recalling also Section IV of the Annex to General Assembly resolution 32/197
of 20 December 1977 on restructuring the economic and social sectors of the United
Nations System, which, inter alia, stipulates that the regional cOlllll1issions should
be enabled fully to play their role under .the authority of the General Assembly
and the Economic and Social Council as the main general economic and social d
development centres within the United Nations System for their respective regions,

Further recalling General Assembly resolution of 20 December 1983 on
special.measures for the economic and social development of Africa in the 1980s
which, inter alia, urges donor countries to provide substantial and sustained
levels of resources 'for promoting accelerated development of African countries
and the effecti~e implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act
of Lagos and to contribute generously to the United Nations Trust Fund for
African Development, invit~s all international financial institutions, particularly
the World Bank, the International Development Association and the International
Fund .for Agricultural Development. to continue ac.tivelyto consider increasing
substantially their development assistance to Africa and to treat the matter of
making a special effort in support Of· African economic and social development
with the urgency it req~ires, requests the Secratary-G~neral to ~onvene, in
co-operation with the EXllcut!ve Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa,
the Fifth Biennial Conference for.the ..,United Nations Trust Fund for African
Development and vto take the necessary measures to ensure its success and, in this
regard, appeals to donor countries, relevant United Nations organs, international
and regional financial institutions and other interested public and private
bodies to participate fully and contribute generously to the Fun~•

.
Having examined Biennial Report of the Executive Secretary, 1982~1983.which J

included an update of the implementation of the work programme of the Commissi~ ,
1982-1983,

Convinced that a strengthened secretariat of the Economic Commission for
Africa is an imperative necessity for the member States of the Commission both
individually and collectively, particularly in view of the current economic and
social crisis facing Africa,

Taking note with gratitude the resources allocated by the United Nations
Development Programme to the Economic Commission for Africa, during its second
programming cycle in its capacity as a UNDP executing agency,
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Takes note of the Biennial Report of the Executive Secretary, 1982-1983,
an update of programme performance;

•

2. Views with concern the fact that the Ci>mmi.ssion does not have the
necessary resources for carrying out evaluation of programmes and projects;

3. Appeals to those member States which have not yet paid the contributions
pledged by them to the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development to do so
urgently;

4. Further appeals to all member States to be prepared to pledge substantial
funds to the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development when the Fifth
Pledging Conference takes place during the 11th meeting of,the Conference,of
Ministers and 21st session of the Commission in April 1985;

5. Congratulates the Executive Secretary and his staff on the scope and the
high quality of the Biennial Report, 1982-1983;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary in collaboration 'with the Programme
Planning and Budgeting Board and the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination:
to COntinue to improve the methods of evaluating programme performance so that
information on effectiveness and the physical implementation of projects 'can be
provided to member States;

7. Appeals. to the international community particularly the developed,
countries of Western and Eastern Europe, North America, Japan and members of the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting ountries and other developing countries in a
position to do so, international and regional fin:;.ndal instirutions to contribute
generously to the Fifth Pledging Conference for the United Nations Trust :Fund '
for African Development; ,

8. Thanks the United Nations Development Programme for its past support
to the operational' activities of the Commission and urges it to increase its
allocations so, as co..enable the Commission to continue its good ,work as an
executing agency of the Programme;

9. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to provide more
resources to the Economic Commission for Africa as the centre for general social
and economic development within the United Nations System for the African region
so as to enable it in general to assist member States more effebd"e1y and in
particular develop the required capacity and capability in the field of evaluation
of programmes and projects;

10. Decides that the Executive Secretary should continue to prepare his
biennial report in the manner in which the one for 1982-1983 has been prepared.
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509 (XIX). Strengthening African Capabilities in Science and TechnologY Matters

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the provisions of programme elements 2.5 and 5.1 of the Science
and Technology Chapter of the Lagos Plan of Action for the economic development
of Africa, which req~ire member States to mobilize the adaptive technology
potential of the metaI'-workinq branch of the 'informal sector and promote the
development of low cost rural technologies,

Further recalling the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and Technol~gy

for Development and its Operational Plan,

Bearinq in mind the measures conta;J,ed in the Operational Plan" authorizing
the conduct of Mid-decade 'Regional and Global Reviews of the implementation of
the Vienna ProgrS\llI11e of Action,

ReCognizing that for Africa such a review would not only mean essentially
the review of the implementation of the Science and Technology Chapter of the
Lagos Plan of Action for economic development of Africa but would also be
invaluable to the OAU and ECA secretariats and the member States in their
efforts to implement the said Plan,

Aware of the catalytic role the Working Groups of the Intergovernmental
Committee of Experts for Science and Technology Development established by
Commission resolution 445 (XVII) and now required to undertake their tasks on
a subregional basis, can play in the development of endogenous African scientific
and technological capabifities and of the benefits that such Groups will derive
from the res~lts of the review,

Having considered the recommendations of the Intergovernmental Committee
of Experts for Science and' Technology Development, made' at its second meeting
held in Addis Ababa froml4 to 18 November 1983.

1. Approves the recommendations of the Interqovernmental Committee:

2. Calls uPOn all mernb!llC" States to give full and active support to ECA
secretariat and its co-operating agencies in this regard;

, ,

3. Requests all member States, the organizations of the United Nations
system and OAU to take these recommendaUons of the review into account in
their efforts to implement Chapter V of the Lagos Plan of Action as well as
the Vienna Programme of Action and its Operational Plan;

'1 ,!

•
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4. Urges all member State~ the OAU secretariat, theECA secretariat
and other United Nations agencies to give active support to the activities
of the WOrking Groups;

5. 'Congratulates the ECA secretariat for the initiative taken to promote,
in co-operation with the govermnent of the Republic of India, the development,
demonstration and use of technologies suitable for, the rural llfeas in Africa and
for the efforts made in collaboration with the 'African Regional Centre for

'TechnOlogy and the German FoUndation for International Development to mobilize
the adaptive technology potential in the informs-1- sector of African economies;

6. Expresses its gratitude and appreciation to the governments of the
Republic of India and of the Federal Republic of Germany for the current
financlal support'provided and that promised for the future respectively to
promote rural technologies and mobilize the adaptive technology potential in
African economies.

......

.:1 .
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510 (XIX). Increasing Resource Allocation to Food and Agriculture in Africa
,and l?$£1.ining Perfomance of the Sector

The Conference of Ministers,

_,Recalling ECA resolution 462 (XVIII) pf 2 May 1983 on the situation of food
and Agriculture ,in Africa,

Having examined the report of the I::lCecutive Secretary on the intensive .,
study to ascertain the causes of the app~ent discrepancy between the increasing
resource ~location to food and aqdcultuZ:e and the de,clinin7pe~forDlanceof , )
that sector (E/ECA/CM.10/2l),prepared in close collaboration with the Food and I
Agriculture Organi~ation of the qnited Na~ions,

Convinced that the study is yery usef';Jl no); only at 't,!le,' re9~onal level
also at the national lev¢:J.,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Africa and the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and those who assisted them on the useful
work they have done;

2.
level and
session;

Calls upon "'ember States to undertako such studioa at the nat.ional
report thereon to the Conference of Ministers at its eleventh

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for
Africa and the Director-r~neralof the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations to orovide on request, within the limits of the resources
of their Organizations, such appropriate assistance as will enable the members
States to carry out such studies;

4. Further reQUests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission
for Africa to report tO"the Conference of Ministers at its eleventh session
the implementation of this resolution. •
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511 (XIX). Afric~rr Womsn and th0 World Conference to Review ~ld hpnraise
tbe L\.chievements of the Unit'3d Ne.tions Docade for Homen:
Ecrun.lit;r, D3velorment and Peo.cG (1976-1985)

The Conference of :.liEi;:-,tcrs,

Gons,iderinf~ th·:;; ur-gency for an effactive intergovernmental regional meeting
to prepare the ;-lorld Conf'er-ence of the Um.t od Nat Lone Decade for Nomen: Equality, _
Developmont and Peac e , to be held in Afric[1 "t Nairobi (!Ccrve) from 15 to 26
July 198~,

Reiterating the need for a common Afrioan position at the ,!orld Conference,

AtpreciBting tho efforts r.le.dl3 by tho Economic Cotnr.lis.si?n for Africa in
ost~blishing subregional oommittees ar~ the Africa Regio~l-Co-ordinating

Committee for tho Integration of Homen in Development to ensure the partioipation
of women in t he deliberative systems of tho .C.ommission,

Appr~ciative of the positive r61e (~ gUid~ncc given ~ the subregional
committees anQ the Afrioa Regional Preparato~J Co-erdinatiT.g Committee through
their various interventions 2-00 resolutions tOvrards the advancenent of African
Homen,

Ta.ki'1g note of the report of the fift), meeting of the Africi> Regional
Co-erdinat ing Co!lUTI~tt L'C,

1. Ura-Gs nler.'!"c81' ~~t2.tes of ECA to praviclo the subr eg-i.ona.L committees and
the .Africa RcgiollB.l Co-ord.Lcting Gomrdit t ce 1.~i-th th: ncc esuary f'Ln..anc i.a.I

resources and support in order to implement the relevant programmes adopted;

2. Exuresses its gratitude for the offer made by the United Republic of
Tanzo.nia. to host the llegion",l Intcrg~vernmentalPr-epar-rborv Nesting for the
World Conferenoe ,~ Review ruld Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Devel~pme~t and Peace/Thi~l Regional Conference
on the Integration of Homen in Development at ArllS!lO_ in Sept ember- 1984;

3. Reiterates its appr-ec.Lat.Lon for the efforts being made. by the
Gov3rnment of KenyA. in preparing for tne Horld Conference and ilGSUreS the
Gove rnmerrt , HOmGn and peopl e of Kenya of the full support of all African
.ramen and their governments in their efforts in hosting the Conference;
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4. Further Reiterates its c"ll to African member States to fully

suppM't-the" Regional Int~,governmelltalPreparatory l~eeting/Third Regional
Conference and ensure their most effectivc'and'high-l~elp~rticipation at
the Conference;

5. Calls upon member States to contri~~te to the Special Trust Fund
for the 1985 World Co.if'ez-ence to Revi.ew and Appraise the Achievement~ of
the United Nations Decade for Wo:non in order, inter aliQ" to fe.cilitatc
the participation of least developed member countries in the Regional
Intergovernmental Preparatory I'leeting and the World Conference;

6. Call" -:ti<:aia uooa the secretariat s of the ECA and thc OAU to redcuble
their efforts to prepare jointly the RGgional Intergovernmental Preparatory
"Meeting/Third Region~l Conferenc~;

7. Urges the Regi'J11d Intergovernmental Preparatory MGeting/Third Regional
Conf~rence to consider llild ntopt strategies for the implementati~n of measures
for the advancement of African Homen by the yeE.r 2000, especially strategies
conc~rning women under ~partheid, refugee and displaced women, women in
agr-i.cu.L-tut-e and food productLon , and. women in industrial d eveLopmerrt , which
should be submitted to th3 Confer-enc e of ~linisters at its eleve-nth meeting
tnrough the Execut Lve Secretary of the Economic Commission 1'01' lifrica;

8. Reauests the 3xecutive Secretary af the Economic Commission for Africa
to report to the 6th meeting of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee
and the lIth meeting of the; Conference of lUnist'3rs on the implementation of
this resolution.
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512 (XIX). l'lomen and Development in lSrica: Mobilization of Human and
Financial Resources for the ECA Women 's Prygramme BeyOnd the
United Nations Decade

The Conference of Ministers,

Aware that the goals and objectives of the United Nations Decade for
Women:. Equality, Development and Peace, have not yet been :f'ugy achieved
especially in Africa,

Notirw: with C0ncern that efforts made by member States and the
international community have not yet resulted in the full and equitable
p~rticipation of 1l.fric~~ women in the development process,

Considering the increasing needs of the national, ~~bregiqnal and

regional machineries for the integration of women in development, in human
and financial r-esources for the int egrat i.on of African women beyond the
United. Nations Decade,

Recalling General Lssembly resolution 33/142 of 20 December 1978 which
called on the Secreta:ry-General to increase the numbez- of women in -United
Nations subjact to geosraphical distribution, to 25 per cent over a four­
year period,

Recallin~ ~lrther Gen~ral Assembly resolution 37/235 of 21 December 1982
which requested the Secretary-General to intensify his efforts to implement
~lly the provisions of resolutions 33/143 of 20 December 1978 and 35/210 of
17 December 1980,

Deeply concerned th3.t the proportion of women in professional posts in
the secretariat of the Economic Commission for ll.£rica is one of the lowest in
the United Nations SecreiJo.riat and falls far below the expectations and targets
set by the General Assembly,

Recalling Economi~ Wli! Social Council resolution 27/1978 of 5 M~ 1978
whioh recommended that the General Assembly should take appropriate measures
to provide for the financial resources and personnel necessary ·for the
regional research and training centres for women from the regular bUdget of
the United Nations,
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ReCalHng also resolution 21'adoptedby the World Conference of the
United Nations Decade for Women: 'Equality, Development and Peace, held
at Copenhagen, from 14 to 30 July 198°1 and endorsed by General Assembly
resolution 35/136 of II December 1980, requesting the Secretar,y-General,
as an interim measuro, to explore the possibility of redeploying vac~t

posts vnthin the regiolw,l commissions to the women's programme, t

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 38/106 of 16 December 1983 (
which, inter alia, urged the Secretar,y-General, in consultation with the
Executive Secretaries of the regional commissions, to take urgently appropriate
measures to ensure that all temporar,y and permanent senior women~s p!'?gramme
officers posts were continued at the regional commissions "nthin regular budget
resources available to them,

Reiterating its calIon African Governments and national machin~ries to
ensure that their respective permanent missions to the United Nations and
delegations tc the Fifth Committee of the General Assembly dealing with
budgetar,y matters are well informed on the critical ~eeds of African women
and to advocate greater support for the ,.omen's programmes by the United Nations,

1. Appeals to member States to take the necessar,y measures to ensure that
more women are recruited or promoted particularly to senior level and decioion­
making positions in the United Nations ~Jstem;

2. Urges member States of ECA to provide the Subregio=l Committees and
the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in
Development with the necesaary financial resource and support in order to
strengthen their role QS African intergovermaontal organizations and subsidiar,y
organs of the Commission;

3. Requests member States -to ensure that middle and senior level women
are given ever,y opportunity for training Ln the techniques of project design,
management and follow-up;

4. Calls'upon African States and Govenoments with qualified persOnnel to
make available ffilOh personnel to assist other countries in the spirit of
collective self-reliance and Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries
(TCDC) oalled for in the Lagos Plan of Action;

•
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5. Requests national machineries for the integration of Women in develop­
ment and the relevant departments of nlanning to ensure that projects involving
women are integrated in national development plans and take into full account
the needs of poor urban and rural women;

6. Urges the Secretary-General and the Executive Secretary of ECA to do
all in their power to provide a core group of posts from regular budget re­
sources, through the redeployment of vacant posts.and the 1986/1987 regular
budget submission, to the African Training and Research Centre for Women and
the MULPOC WOmen's Programmes to ensure their long_term viability beyond the
United Nations Decade for Women;

7. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations Development Programme,
the Voluntary Fund f.or the United Nations Decade for Women, 'and .the international
cOmmunity· for the financial and technical assistance given. to the ECA women's
programme;

8. Calls upon the United Nations Development Programme, the Voluntary
Fund of the United Nations Decade for ~omen and all the other United Nations
agencies to increase their effor~s to provide technical assistance to African
women, including appropriate training, scholarships and DOnsultancy services,
and to ensure that this assistance is delivered in a timely and effective manner;

9. Stronaly requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission
for Africa to redouble his efforts to increase the number of African women in
the Commission, especially at tbe oolicy and decision-making levels1

10. Calls upon the Exesutive Secretary of ECA to organize 'as soon as
.possible, ~ special pledqing:conference for the, regional and subregional· women's
prograrmneso
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513 (XIX). Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair

The Conference of Ministers,

Having considered the report of the Third Meeting of the Ministerial Follow­
up Committee on Trade and Finance for the Development, Addis Ababa, E'thiopia" from
9 to 14 May 1964,

"Bearing in mind the recommendations of the Lagos Plan of Action.

Recalling previous decisions taken especially by the Conference of African {
Ministers of Trade at its seventh meeting held in Addis Ababa from 1 to 4 February
1982,

Conscious of the beneficial results yielded by previous All-Africa Trade
lairs, held in Nairobi, Algiers and Khartoum for the purpose of stimulating
intra-African trade,

Welcoming the offer made by Togo to host the Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair,

Recognizing with appreciation the financial contributions made by the OAU
Council of Ministers towards the organization of All-Africa Trade Fairs.

1. Decides to accept Togo's offer'to host the'Fourth All-Africa Trade
Fair in 1965;

2. Further decides that the following mer.lber States: Algeria, Angola, the COJigo
Egypt, Ethiopia,Gabon, Guinea-Bissau, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malawi, Nigeria,
the Sudan ,(previous host), Swaziland, Togo, Uganda and ZL~babwe shall constitute an
Organizing Committee for the Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair under the chairmanship of
Togo;

3. Calls upon the Executive Secretary to appeal to the Council of Ministers
of the OAU through the Secretary-General of the OAU to continue to subsidize AlI- •
Africa Trade Fairs particularly the Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair which is scheduled
to take place in Lome, in the Republic of Togo.
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514 (XIX).'. A~sociatioI1 .of .African Trade Pro~~tion Organizations

The Conference of Ministers,
: ~, ."; ::..

Hiving considered the report of the Third Meeting of the Ministerial .
Follow-up Committee on Trade and Finance for Development. Addis Ababa.
Ethiopia, f r 02 9 to l~ May 1984,

Noting with satisfaction the efforts exerted by the Association 'orAfrlcBn
Trade Promotion organizations to realize its objectives and raise extrabudgetary
finance for implementing its work programme, .

Conscious of the fact that the Association could make a considerable
contribution to the development of intra-African trade if given adequate
encoUragem~t and support from African countries,

St!ons!y .appeals to:
. ,",

(a) all member States of the Association that have not paid their contri­
butions to the budget of the Association to do so without fur.ther delay;

',:' .

do so

,
(b) those African countries that have not yet jot·ned: the Associatio:o ,·to, .,',
as soon as possible;

•

(c) the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Secretary-General of the OAU
to continue to assist MTPO in its attempts to rlObilize external tecJ;1l1ica1. and,
financial assistance for the inp1ementstion of its work progranme; ..... ... .-

(d) EEC. lTC, UNCTAD and other international organizations and donor
countries to consider requests for technical and financial assistance by. the
Association· favourably...... ."

\ .
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515 (XIX). Establishment orrhe African Federation of Champers of Commerce

The Conference of Ministers,

Conscious of the need for concerted and urgent action on the measures outlined
in the Lagos Plan of Action so as to attain the goals of rapid collective self­
reliance and self-sustaining development and economic growth for African countries,

, Recalling Chapter VII, paragraph 250 (ii) of the Lagos Plan of Action, urging
governmenl:sto promote and facilitate the establishment ,of national chambers of -.'> .."'." 1 .

commerce (Where 'they do not exist), to include both State and private trading
companies, with a view to establishing subregional associations (wherever they do
not yet exist) anl!.,to agree to facilitate the setting up of an African Federation
of Chambers of Commerce not later than 1985,

Convinced that national chamber s of commerce and federations, associations
or unions of chambers of commerce can playa more vital role in expanding and
promoting intra-African trade,

Taking note with satisfaction of the efforts made 50 far by the natio~al
chambers of commerce of the region, the Economic Commission for AJ;riaa .. (ECA}.',
the Association or'African Trade Promotion Organizations (MTPO) and other
organizations and individual African countries towards the creation of the
Federation,

Further taking
Follow-up Committee
9-14 May 1984,

note of th~ report of the Third Meeting of the Ministerial
on Trade an,d Finance for Development, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,

•
1. Calls upon African GC'vernments to give full support to their national

Associations of Chambers of Conmerce so as to ensure their effective participation
in the Federation of African Chambers of Commerce; •

2. Further calls upon Africen national Associations of Chambers of Commerce
to decide without further delay to designate one national representative to
participate at the inaugural meeting of the Federation of African Chambers of
Commerce as required by the constitution adopted at the meeting of African
Chambers of Commerce held in Cairo in November 1983.
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516 (XIX). Dcvelo~~.?f Intra-African Trade

The Conference of rUnisters,

Mindful of the cardinal imoortance which the Lagos Plan of P.=tion and Final
Act attach to the promotion of intra-African trade as the mainstay of the African
strategy for soc:.,,: eccuomi c deve l opment and collective self..reliance,

Conscious of'the need for the creation and strengthening of African sub­
regionar-economic groupings w1tn a view to establishing an African Common

• Market by the rear 1990, as required in the Lagos Plan of Action,

'Bearing in mind the important contribution made by the project financed by
UNDP on the development of intra-African trade and monetary and financial co­
operation in the pursuit of the above-named objectives,

Noting with satisfaction the results of that project in assisting in the
establishment of the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African
States, the Economic Community of Central African States and other supporting
institutions, and the strengthening of exi s t lng economic groupings,

Noting further the urgent need for continued assistance. in the development
of these newly created institutions and the establishment of links among the
various economic groupings with a view to facilitating the gradual establishment
of an African Common Market,

Taking note of the report of the Third Meeting ~f"the Ministerial Follow-
up Committee on Trade and Finance for Development, held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
9 to 14 May 1984.

1. Deplores the fact "i:hat HCA does not have the necessary resources to
continue the project despite the encouraging results achieVed so far in the
imPlementation of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos, parti­
cul~rly in the area of promoting intra-African trade;

2. Invites the ""'·,cer ';tates of F.CA to jrrcnote Intra-African trade and to
• facilitate such trade particularly the removal of non-physical barriers,

·3. Appeals to all African countries and African in~titutions, especially
• tJie African Development Bank (ADB) and the Arab Bank for Economic Development in

.Africa (BADEA), to provide financial support for activities in this field;

4. Expresses its gratitude to UNDP for having provided the necessary
financial rOSOllrces for the implementation of the project between 1979 and 1982;

5. Requests the Governing Council of UNDP to review the results of the
project and reconsider the possibility of continuing financial support so that
ECA may continue to assist African member States in the development of intra­
African trade and monetarv and financial co-operation.
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517 (XIX). OAU and ECA assistance of African countries in
internetional nepotiations

Th C f s: '1' ,e on erence OL ", aru s t ers ,

Recalling the resolution on Africa' 5 participation in international"
negotiations which appears as Annex III to the Lagos Plan of Action, in
particular the operative paragraph 3 of the said resolution,

"Considering the laudable efforts which the OAU and ECA secretariats have
made to apply this resolution, in particular, in providing logistical and,
technical support to the ,African countries in their preparation to participate
in international negotiations,

Taking note of the report of the Third Meeting of the ~linisterial Follow­
UP Committee on Trade and Finance for Development, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
9-14 May 1984,

1. Requests the ECA and O~U secretariats to intensify and improve their'
technical and logistic support to the' African countries not only during the'
meetings and preparatory phase preceding the international negotiations on
development issues, but aiso during the negotiations. themselves;

2. Calls upon the two secretariats to assist the African countries in
preparing for the international negotiations to define a strategy consisting
of solutions to problems to be discussed;

3. Requests further, the two secretariRts to prOVide the African Group
with all effective support in the course of international negotiations,
particularly in organizing'regular consultation meetings to review the issues
under negotiations and make the necessary changes i~ the strategy to be followed
in the light of the changing situation;

4. Once again calls upon the two secretariats to make an assessment of
the, achievements of every international conference by analyzing the issues and
problems involved and proposing appropriate measures to be undertaken by the
African countries with resnect to issues for which no solution have been found.

•

+

•
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Recalling its resolutions 316 (XIII) of 1 March 1977 on the establishment of
the,Intergovernmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements, 358 (XIV) of
27 Mal:ch 1979 on institutional arrangements for Human Settlements and 408 (XVI)
of io April 1981 on the extension of the mandates of the above Intergovernmental
,Regional Committee to include environmental matters,

Further recalling resolution 8 (IV) of the fourth meeting of the Conference
of African Ministers of Industry of 26 November 1977,

Taking note of the General Assembly resolution 37/221 of 20 December ~982

on "International Year of Shelter for the HO/Deless".

Having examined the report !I of the seCORd meeting of the Joint Inter­
governmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment, held at
Addis Ababa from 16 to 19 January 1984 and the resolutions adopted at, the •
meeting,

Appreciating the activities undertaken by the ECA for the development of
building materials and construction industries,

Convinced that Housing and Construction needs remain a major constraint to
the development efforts of all member States and that appropriate assistance
should be given continuously to them in their endeavours to remove those
constraints,

, ' 1. Endorses the report and resolutions adopted at the second meeting of the
Joint, Intergovernmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment:

2. Urges member States to take steps to implement jointly,with the ECA
secretariat the snecific actions defined in the resolutions ndoptod by the Joint
Intergovernmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment:

3. Calls upon member States in co-operatipnwith the secretariat of ECA
to, take necessary steps for a full and successful participation of the African'-"
region'in the activities of the "International Year of Shelter for the Homeless":

4. Recommends the ,strengthening of co-operation between the secretariat of
ECA, UNCHS, FAO, ILO, UNIDO and all concerned NGOs and inter-ogovemmental
organizations in order to promote human settlements activities in the African
region:

5. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to take the necessary steps to
ensure satisfactory implementation of this resolution.

y E/ECA/HUS/ENV/2 or E/ECA/CM.10/13 •

•
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519 (XIX). Evaluation, harmonization and/or merger of the activities of
African multinational institutions sponsored by ECA and OAU

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 477 (XVIII) establishing the Ad Hoc Committee on
the evaluation, harmonization and/or merger of the activities of the African
multinational institutions sponsored by ECA and OAU, which requested the t
Committee to submit its report thereon to the tenth meeting of the ECA Conference
of-Ministers, and paragraph 264(i) of the Lagos Plan of Action

, 'j,

Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Committee,

1. Congratulates the Ad Hoc Committee on its report and accepts' the
findings and the recommendations contained therein, including the desirability
of extending the life of the Ad Hoc Committee so as to enable it to complete its
work;

2. Invites all the member States of the Ad Hoc Committee to take part in
the work and intensify their efforts to implement resolution 477 (XVIII);

3. Decides that:

(i) the mandate of the 'A,dHoc Committee is hereby extended for a "
furthel"1"llriod of one year so that it shall inter alia:

(a) visit the ECA and OAU-sponsored institutions which it had
been unable to visit, if necessary;

(b) make a more comprehensive study and make positive and specific
suggestion for the co-ordination, harmonization and/or merger of the activities of
the ECA and OA~sponsored institutions including the possible dissolution of
some ot those lnst:!.t:i1tions;"

•
(li) all the Chief Executives of the ECA and OAU-sponsored institutions

shall, for the purpose of implementing resolution 477 (XVIII) present to the
Ad Hoc Committee relevant progress reports and information at a meeting to be held
between the former and the latter at the ECA'secretariat on dates in December 1984
to be notified by the Executive Secretary;

(iii) the Ad-Hoc Committee shall submit its second report to the
eleventh-meeting of the' ECA Conference of Ministers;

4. Requests the member States of the ECA and OAU-sponsored institutions as
a matter of urgency to give, as required by paragraph 264(i1) of the Lagos Plan of
Action, the necessary political' and financial support to those institutions in
order to enable them to survive and function efficiently and effectively;

5. Further requests the Executive Secretary, the secretary-General of OAU and
UNDP to give every possible technical and logi.tical support to the Ad Hoc Committee.
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520 (XIX). External Indebtedness of African Countries

The Conference of Ministers,

'ReCognizina ,the rate at which the external debt of the Afric~ cOuntries
h•• grown especially during the past four years and the difficulties whicp
many African countries are experiencing in meeting their external payments
obligations,

<.'
and

ConsciOus of
interJ1ational

the need for concrete steps ~o be taken at nationat,tegional
levels to deal with the external debt'situation,

Noti~ that a RegionalMin~~terial Meeting on External Indebtedness of
African Countries is planned'totake place in Addis Ababa from 18 to 20 Jl,II1e
1984,' "

Mindtul of the'need to ensure.that the meeting should be successful and of
the need to l118intain the o;J!igi~ldates of the Ministerial Melilting £l'om ,,18 to 20
June 1984,

1. Decides that the Ministerial Meeting should be preceded by a meeting of
experts to analyse the critical issues and prepare its recommendations to the
Ministerial Meeting;

2.· Further decides that the Meeting of Experts should be held from 14 to
l~ June 1984, and the Ministerial M~eting from 18 to 20 June 1984;

, 3. Authorizes that the rec.~,e~dafi¥s of the Regional Ministerial Meeting
on Africa's External Indebtedness should be submitted to the 1984 slllllllllr,senion
of the United Nations Economic and Social Council annexed to the ECA Special
Memorandum on African Economic Crisis.

, ;

;. '
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521 (XIX). Sessions of the Commission,

The Conference of Ministers, t

, Recalling ECA resolution 330 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 on restl"\lcturing of ~
intergovernmental machinery for development and co-operation in Africa and
in which it was'decided that the Commission shoul<i meet annually,aJ.b'eitr., on
an experimental basis,

Recalling also that some,of the reasons that led to the ,decision to
meet annually were (i) the'difficult economic conditions that were likely to
face the African region in the 19808; and (ii) the need to continue to work

,cl""ely with, .the Orge,niz"tion of African Unity which meets annually,

Having considered the request by ECOSOC to its subsidiary bodies that
currently,meet on an &,nual basis to consider adopting, on an experimental
basis, a biennial cycle of, meetings:. and to report on this in 1984,:

Observing that the economic conditions facing the African region since
1979 have actually worsened and require more than ever before closer co-

, , operation and regular consultations :among member States, ,,'

Aware that the United Nations Economic cOJlBllission for Africa'is the,only
regional economic body that has been charged with the responsibility of
sensitizing the Organizat~on Of AfricllLl Unity and the international community
through the 'Economic and Social C0u"~il and the General Assembly of the United
Nations to the general economic and social problems of the countries of the

" region and, hence need to mqni,<:or regularly t:'e implementation' ,of the Lagos
" Plan of Action and the ~inal Act of Lagos, y the current -economic and _Bodal

situation in the continent which demands ,consultations ona regular basis, and
the growing number of international negotiations calling for collective,
African positions,

Aware further that the involvement of the Commission in the United Nations
planning, prograJlBlling, monitoring and evaluation process requires that it
examines in one year or tile other proposals for medium-term plans, programme
aspects of biennium programme budgEts and performance reports on the implementa­
tion of the Commission biennium woo::: progrSJlBlles,

Decides to continue to meet on an annual basis subject to the practice
being reviewed at the twenty-third session of the Commission and fourteenth
meeting of the ConferenCe of Ministers in 1988.

!/ A/S-ll/14 Annex I and Annex II.
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522 (XIX). Strengthening subregional and regional co-operation

. ;j

R~ca11ing ECA resoi~ti~ns 335 (XIV) of 27 t1arch 1979, 418 (XVI) of
10 April 1981, and 450 (XVII) of 30 April 1983 on Multinational Programming
and OP~ra~ional C~ntres (MULPOCs) and, its reso1utiort 479 (XVIII) of 3 Kay 1983
on thetib.'engthening of MUL~()Cs 'and the United Nations, Gene'ral AsseiDbly ,
resolution 37)138 of 17 December 1982 o~the funding of the core staff of the
MULPOCs from the regular budget of the United Nations, and taking note
of the catalytic role the MULPOCs have played and continue to play in assist~

member States ,towards the fulfilment of their commit~ent to 'the promotion of
subregional and regional co-operation and integration,

Recalling further the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos
adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of' the Organization'
of African Unity, meeting at its second Extraordinary Session devoted to the
economic problems of Africa, held at Lagos, Nigeria, on 28 and 29 April 1980,
particularly the provisions concerning the strengthening or creation; as '
necessary, of subregi~al and regional economic groupings as a first step
towards the establishment of an African Economic Community by the year 2000,

Further recalling with appreciation the continuing efforts to strengthen
further Economic Community of W~st African States (ECOWAS), established on
28 May 1975, the establishment of the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and

'Southern African States" (PTA) on 21 December 19131, and' the establishmentdf
'(:he:Economic Community of Centr"l African States (ECCAS) on 18 October 1983,

Aware of the activities of the various intergovernmental and other
subregional organizations concerned with the economic and social development
of the African region,

Noting with appreciation the overall assistance that the UNDP has given
to subregional and regional co-operation and integration in the African region
over the years,

Convinced of the continuing need to strengthen subregional and regional
co-operation and integration amongst the member States as a first step towards
the establishment of the African Economic Community called for by the year
2000 under the Lagos Plan of Action and Final Act of Lagos,

1. Appeals to the member States that have ~ot yet ,done so to sign and
ratify the Treaty for the establishment of the Preferential Trade Area for
Eastern and Southern African States;

"-
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2. Urges the member States thAt .have si~ed the Treaty e!ltabliabing the
Economic Community of Central African States to ratify the Treaty as soon as
possibl;f;

3. Appeals t~member States to increase their support for the MULPOCs
by pledging generously to UNTFAD for general or specific projects, and by
seconding, if possible, ,at tbeir expense, experts to the MULPOCs on short­
term basis;

4. Urges member States and ,~ntergovernmental Organizatioas within each
subregion to use the_MULPOCs in theii respective a~eas as Executing Agencies
for tha implementation of specific projects';

5. Appeals oncE! inore ee the UNDP to provide financial support to the
operational activities of the MULPOCs in addition to the assistance currently
extended to the Women's Programme in the MULPOCs;

6. Requests the Executive secretary of the Economic Commission fbr-Africa
to intensify his efforts to secure funds for the operational activities of the"
MULPOCs;

1. Appeals to all United Nations Specialized and other Agencies to give
financial and other assistance to the African region in the implementation of
subregional and regional projects whose final objective is the establishment of
an African Economic Community by the year 2000 in accordanCe with the Lagos Plan
of Action and _Final Act of Lagos; -

,8. Calls upon all agencies of the United Nations System to collaborate more
closely with the MULPOCs in implementing their multinational subregional programmes
and projects.

t

,,
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523 (XIX). Tourism

The Conferen~e of Ministers,

Aware of the importance o~ tourism in sorial and economic development,

COB8Cibustha~ the growth of intra-African tourism requires
efforts at 'the regiooa:l;tevel in the spirit of the LagoliPlan of

." .

collective
Action,

Noting that an African re3ional
is scheduled to tAke place in lJiamey

conferenee on tourism and co-operatiott
in October 1984,

• ~.o .. ,. ,

,"':

. ,'" ". ,'~' ... ~-_.- ..
all available' studieS .:2. Reque8l:s the secretarilit"6f' leA"to submit

documentation on the subject to the conference.

1. Urges member States to participate at the highest lweI in'the
forthcoming African regional ccnference on tourism and co-operation;

i····. ".! ".•. J"

and

, ..
:;.:

:' .- -, .'. . .;~ . . .:.:'

,
.; .

•
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524 (XIX). The Meetings ~f the Po!icy Organs of the MULPOCs
Febr!!m/April,,-ill:!

The Conference of ~inisters._ .. ,,-....-.._.
~ S!£llllin&its resolution 311 (XIII) of I/olarch 1977 on the establishment

of ;~ltinaticnal P:cogrlllllilling fond Operational Cen°.res (MULPOCs) with headquarters
at i L~aka (Zambia); Gisenyi (RwilJIda); Yaounde (Cameroon); Niwney (Niger) and
Tangiers -r (Morocco),

Recalling further its resolution 296 (XIII) also of 1 March 1977 on
the importance and.necessity of economic co-operation,

\

Conscious of the vital role the MULPOCs play in promoting subregional
co-operation lind integration of the member States iT. the framework of the
Lagos Plan of Action Wid ths Final Act of Lagos, .

/\tlare of the work progrlllllll!ES adopted by the meetings of the MULPOC Council
of Ministers held at Conakry, (,cinea, 14 February 1984; Brazzaville, Congo,
27 to 29 Pebruazy 1984; Addis Ababa, 12 to ltl March 1984; Kinshasa, Zaire,
23 and 24 March 1984; and the meeting of Plenipotentiaries of the North African
MULPOC. Tangiers, Morocco, 31 March to 1 April, 1984,

10 Endorses the resolut i cns of the MULPOC Council of Ministers and of
the North African Meeting of Ple~ipotentiaTies annexed hereto as Annex 1
(Lusaka); Annex n: (Gisenyi);' Annex III (Yaounde); Annex TV (Niamey) and
Annex V (Tangiers);

2. Congratulatl!!. the Multinational Programming and Operationd Centres
(MULPOCs) on their achievements in the field of subregional economic
co-operation and integration and trges them to intensify their activities in
this field. 1
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525·' (XIX).' Implementation of the International Development St!"!tegy
for the Third United Natipns·Development Decade

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling Unhed Nations Gene~~l 'Assembly resolution 35/56 of s·.December
1980, the Annex to which contains the Internatiomll Development Strategy for
the Third United Nations Development Decade,

Recalling also United Nations General Assembly resolution 37/202 of
20 December 1982, which reaffirms the decision to carry out in 1984 the .first
overall review and appraisal of the state of implementation of the policy
measures, as well as the realization of the goals and objectives, of the
International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development
Decade,

Recalling further United Nations General Assembly resolution 38/152 of
19 December 1983, which expresses its deep regret at the lack of progress in
the launching of global negotiations which are intended to be one of the
principal instruments for facilitating the implementation of the International
Development Strategy,

Deeply concerned over the lack of real progress in the implementation of
the International Development Strategy in Africa,

Recalling that the primary objective of the strategy should be to promote
the development of developing countries in accordance with the objectives of
the new international economic order,

Convinced that coercive economic measures adversely affect the economies
of the developing countries and their efforts in the field of economic and
social development and seriously impede the implementation of the Im;ernational
Development Decade,

Noting that for the implementation of the International Development
Strategy to be successful, measures should be taken to build confidence in
international economic relations,

1. Urges the Governments of the member States of the Commission to renew
their efforts for the purpose of removing obstacles to the implementation of the
major goals and objectives of the Strategy;
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2. Invites States members of the Commission to bring to the attention
of the slllDlD8r session of the Economic and Social Council in 1984 the views
of the countries of the African region regarelin&_tbe cll1l5es ,which iDqlede tbe
achievement of- the major goals and objectives QftheStrategy;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare a progress report on the
iDqllementation of the Intemational Development Strategy in the region and to
submit it to the. Commission at its twentieth session.

'j-."!'-'

, "

'.' ,. . .. '

'F'

; ~ ,

~, .

, ,

'i~" .;. -, '.; .. I. (
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526 (XIX). African, ,Economic and Soeial Crisis

The Conferenee of >~inisters,

Gravely concerned shout th~ deepening eeonomie and social crisis in Africa
and its grave implications for the peoples and economies of the continent,

Having carefully an~lyz~d the nature, causes a~d impact of the current
, economic and social crisis as well as the measures necessary to deal with the

;U crisis as contained in EGA Special Hemorandum on Africa's Economi~ and Social
T Crisis,

Aware of the various activities and programmes already being undertakeu'by
the African peonIes ann r~vernments to deal' with the current crisis,

1. Adopts the ECA ~peeial Memorandum on Africa's Economic aud Social Crisis;

2. Strongly appeals to all African memher States to rally behind the
efforts of the UNSecretary-General and to participate at the ~,~nd 1984 ECOSOC
Bessionat Ministerial level in order to mobilize support for this Special
llemorandum;

3. Commends the decision of the 40th ordinary session of the Council of
111nisters of the Organization of A!rican Unity on the current crisis in Africa
which requested the ECA Confarence of 11inisters to consider the United Nations
Secretary-Genera1's initiative and make recommendations thereon to the 41st
ordinary session of the Coun~l of ~~nisters and to the 20th ordinary assembly of
~d8 of State and C~vernment of thQ Organization of African Unity;

4. Appreciates the efforts taken by the Secretary-Genera1 of the United
Nations and the Director-General of the Food sno Agricultural Organization of the
United Nations and implores them to continue to enlist the support of the
international community for the efforts of member States;

5. R6eognizes that "hile t~e primary responsibility for dealing with the
crisis lies with the Governments and Peoples of Africa, the ma?,nitude and severity
of the criais make the specr!y an" appropriate response by all memhers of the
international community, the U~, its relevant organs and specialized agencies and
other relevant institutions, as "ell as the significant improvement of the
international economic environment necessary conditions for the effective solutions
of the current crisis;

6. Calls upon all memhers of the international c01lltnunity, the UN, its
relevant organs and specialized agencf.as and relevant institutions, to take
urgent and appropriate measures, as contain~d in ECA Special Memorandum, to
assist African member States in dealing effectively .nth the current crisis;
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7. Notes with satisfaction the BPuointment of Dr. Adebayo Adedeji, ECA
EKecutive Secretary, BS his Special Representative on the Economic and Social
Crisis in Africa as well as the establishment of the Nairobi Office and the
useful work which this Office has already undertaken;

8. Expresses tts deep appreci~tion to th~ Executive Secretary' of the
F~onomic Commission for Africa for having helped the Conference of Ministers to
prepare the ECA Special Memorandum on Africa's Economic and Social Crisis and
commends him for the Iii~h 'quality of the document, and the depth and
comprehensiveness of the analysis and proposals therein;

9. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
to transmit the ECA Special Memorandum on Africa's Economic and Social Crisis
and its annexes to the United Nations Economic and Social Council, and appeals
to ECO~C to give this Special Memorandum the soleno and serious consideration
it deserves and to take appropriate measures to assist the African member States
in averting the impending catastrophe;

10. Further requests the Secretary-General of the OAU to transmit the
Special Memorandum and annexes to the 20th Assembly'of the Heads of State and
C<Wernment of the Organization of African Unity.

•

•

• ,



527 (XIX). Special Appeal to the London Sunmit of Seven Major 'Industrial!zed
Countries of June 1984

The Conference of Ministers.

Having reviewed once again the economic and social crisis which has
enqulfed'the whole of AfJ:1ca and the serious impact which it has on the sOcial and

"i':economic'conditions of the African people,

'Graftl)" concemed by the deterioration in the economic and social 1l~_t1on
of the "AlfIe-an countries triggered by. the unprecedented drought which nCiW' '," .
affects 34 African countries, and the devastating impact of the global economic
~.s:Lon, . . .

. R!coqnidh9 that the primary responsibility for the development of oUr '
eponomies rests with our Governments and our Peoples,

" .' Furthin' recoqnizinq that the scale and the complexity of the pioblEllll
makes it difficult for the African countries to deal with it by themselves
and that there is therefore an urgent need for massive assistance from ~
intemational COllU1lwUty,, ' . . .

Commending the initiative of the Secretary-General of the United Nation.'
in brinqing to the attention of the international cOlllll\unity the present serious
and devastating economic crisis in Africa, and noting with satisfaction the
appointment of Dr. Adebayo Medeji, Executive Secretary of tlie EcollCllllic CbIlwii8sion
for ~frica as his' special representative on the present African economic crisi8,
wlth,,~eestablishmentof a temporary office in Nairobi to assist in dealing'
with the crisis,

1. Strongly appeals to all Heads of State and GoYernment participating
at the London 5U1111l1it of Seven Major Industrial12;ed Countries to be held in, '
June 1984,.1;0 cane to the assistance of the African countries through the
mob~lization of massive resources to deal with the present economic and social

• crisis in'Africa;

,, 2. ExDresses its appreciation to those member countries of the inter­
national call1llun1ty who have taken special measures to implentent the decisi-oll8
a40pted at the. earlier meetings of the United Nations Con'ferehce on Trade and
Development to' meet the aid targets of 0.7 per centot'their Gross National
P~qc:t j,n official development assistance to developing countries, and 0.15
'per c~t to the least developed countries, of which ,African LOts constitute
the majority;

3. Further expresses its deep appreciation to those bilateral and
multilateral donors who have responded favourably to the initiative of the
Secretary-Genera1 of the United Nations on the economic crisis in Africa;

4. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to transmit this
resolution to the London Summit of Seven Major Industrialized Countries to be
held in June 1984.

•
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528 (XIX). Meteorological services to combat drought in Africa

The Conference of Minister~,

Recalling its resolution 473 (XVIII) of 2 May 1983 on the climatic situation
and drought in Africa,

Noting Economic and Social qouncll resolution 1983/68 of 29 July 1983 on the
Cltmatic Situation and Drought in Africa,

Aware that the drought in Africa 1s a terrible affliction which has caused
'suffer1ng amp~8 hundreds 0' thousands of African,peopl.e, ,

Notes with appreciation the~tatement of the Secretary-General of the World
Meteorological. Organization to the Conference of Ministera on the meteorological
and climatic aspects of drought in Africa,

Realizing that drought is a'recurring Climatic, non-periodic phenomenon which
cannot be currently predicted accurately by cycles or trends and must be studied
scientifically,'

Considering that practical and useful steps can be taken now to help African
countries make better use of existing weather and climatic data and techniques to
combat drought,

Being convinced that increased efforts on the causes, characteristics and
prediction of drought in Africs - both physical and statistical - will assist the
African Governments concerned to prepare long-term plans to mitigate the effects
of possible future drought, especially from the point of view of opt~ land use,

Recognizing that the availability of adequate meteorological and climatological
information is essential to carry out reliably these studies,

•

Noting also with satisfaction the results of the AGRHYMET Programme being
implemented by WHO in the Sahel for the Inter-State Committee for Fight against
Drought (CILSS). !

1. Urges member States to support the balanced development of their national
Meteorological Services, thereby ensuring that these Services can make their fullest
contribution to serve the socio-economic development in their respective countries
in'order to assist the African Governments on a sound scientific basis, in their
efforts to mitigate the effects of drought, arid other weather-related disasters as
well 8S in the major efforts for the rational exploitation and conservation of their
I18tura1 resources (particularly vegetation, water, marine and energy resources)
and the solution of related environmental problems;
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2. In*ites member. States. to'p_romote individually and' collectively. their
efforts in atmospheric science research, particularly to those problems of
relevance to the weather and climatic anomalies occurring in Africa and to the
application of meteorology to socio-economic activities;

3. Invites further the member States to consider fostering their co-operation
and collaboration in the field of meteorological research.

4~ . Requests the-Executive Secretary to study 'with WMO and other concerned
United Nations Organizations and specialized agencies the feasibility of eatablish­
ing an advanced centre-for meteorology in Africa or any other alternative
institutionsl mechanism and to submit the study to the twentieth session of the
Economic Commission for Africa;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to' ensure the co-operation· of ECA in
all projects which WMO is considering for all drought-stricken regions in Africa
including projects such as the AGRHYMET Programme.
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529 (XIX). A Substantial Assessment of the Roundtables and Consultative
Group l'.eetings " .

The Conference of l1inisters,
! ;;.!"

Recalling paragraphs 111 and 113 of the SNrA reco~lendinp, the setting up
of national mechanisms for regular and perioc1ic review and implementat:l6n of
the .SNPA" '

': .
Further 'recalling its resolution 482 (XVIII) on the First Round of R~1ew

meetings for African least developed countries, ' .'..,
." '."

Notinp with concern that the review meetings so far organized have not
totally met the expectations of the least developed countries, .. ""

Aware of the importance of the '·Jid-Term Global Review of the progress in .
the implementation of the S~WA to be held in September/October 1985 under the
auspices of UNCTAD

1. Reguests the Executive Secretary of ECA to urgently prepare an appropriate
framework to enable African LIlCs to assess the implementation of the SNPA and to
forward on time the individual country's assessment to the ECA secretariat;

2. Reouest the Executive Secretary of ECA in collaboration with ~IDP

and the Horld Bank to make an assessment of the Roundtables and Consultative
Group Meetings so far organized, before the next meeting of the ECA Conference
of Hinisters of P,frican LIlCs.




