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487 (XIX). United ¥ations Transporf and Communications Decade in Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 291 (XIII) ol 26 February 1977, Economic and Social
Council resolution 2107 (LXITI) of 29 July 1977 and Gencral assembly resolution 32/160
of 19 December 1977 proclaiming the United Nations Transport and Communications
Decade in Africa, '

Recalling also its resolutions 435 (XVII) of 30 Arril 1682, and 464 (XVIII)
of 2 May 193Z%,

Referring to Economic and Social Council resolution 1582/54 of 29 July 1882
and General Assembly resolution 37/140 cof 17 December 1982, and 33/150 of 12 December

‘1983,

Considering that the programme of the Decade requires regular adjustment
during the entire period of the Decade,

Notings with satisfaction the efforts made Ly the Executive Secretary of the
Commission in the prevnaration of the nrogramme of the second phosc and its approval
by the Conference ol Ministers of Transnort, Communications and Planning,

Further noting with satisfaction that the Secrctary-General of the United
Nations has porovided funds for the vreparation znd organization of the four technical
consulitative meetings during the second vhase »rogramme,

Having considercd the report on the imlementation of the nrogramme of the first
vhase of the Decade (198041983) and the report on the aporovec programme of the second
phasc {1984-12083),

Apprecinting the efforts made by the Executive Secretary of the Commission in
the gquest for and means of mobilizing resources and securing internationnl assistance
for implementing the second nhase proaramme,

Appreciating further the call by the Conference of African Ministers of
Transport, CJomvunications and Planning for o sscond Transnort and Communications
Decade in Africa to enchle complets integrated Jevilonment of transport and
communications infrastructures, which are closely linked with the development objectives

:in Africa znd which would othorwise bo incomnistw at the end of tha current Transport

and Commumications Decade in Africa,

Considering that the ECA Conference of Ministers has endorsed the nrogramme for
the secend phase of the United Nations Transnort and Communmications Decade in Africa
with repgard to the transport =nd communications routes accorded priority in the Lagos
Plan-of Action and Final Act of Lagos,



E/ECA/CM,10/38/L.1
Page 66 °

1. Notes with satisfaction the level of success achieved in implementing the
programme of the first vhase of the Decade and the =fforts being made towards the full
implementationof the programme for the second phase;

2, Endorscs the programme of the second phase of the Transport and Communications
Decade approved by the Confersnce of African Ministers of Transport, Communications
and Planning at Conakry, Cuinen, on 10 February 1983;
' 3, Further cndorses resolution ECA/UNTACDA/Res. 24/30 of the Conference of
African Minister. of Transport, Zcmmunications and Planning recommending that ECA
should study the prospects of a second United Nations Transport ancd Commumications
Dacade in Africa inclinding an asses-sient of the first decade and consultations with
donors; '

4, Takes note of all the road nrojects apnreved by the Conference of African
Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning, recommends the opening ws of
the African continent and invites each member State to speed up implementation of the
transport and communications routes nccorded priority in the Lagos Plan of Action
and Final Act of Lapgos;

5. Requssts member States:

(a) to vigorously pursue the financing of their national projects and
provide the local cost components}

(%)} to furnish the Commission and the other azgencies with the necessary
information on financing and vhysicai execution cf projects;

6. Appecls to donor countries and intermational financizl institutions to
participate fully and positively in the two technical consultative meetings on
broadcasting scheduled for 1 to 6 June 1984 ot Hawrnro, Zimbabwe, snd on air transport
scheduled for 20 to 23 MNovember 1884 at Libreville, Gabon, and in particular to
rrovide technical ané financial resources on liberal terms to African countries for
the implementation of the second nhase prograrme; :

7. Appeals once more to donor countries ans dinternational financial institutions
to lend substantial firancial support to the second nhase programme and to accord
particular attention to the financing and implementation of transport and communications
proj:cts of the land-locked countries;

8. Further aopeals to bilateral and multiiateral technical assistance donors
and international financial institutions to provide the Economic Cormission for Africa
with exverts who would carry out svecialized activities of the Decade programme;

S, Expresses its appreciation to tha Secretary-General of the United HNations for
the financial sumvort which he has provided {or the organization of the technical
consultative meetings and the prevaration of the second nhase of the Decade programme;
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10, Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to make every effort
to secure and provide to the Economic Commission for Africs the additional resources
needed for the implementation of activities wandated in ovarative paragraph 9 of
General Assembly resolution 32/1:0;

11, Further requests thz Secretary-General of the United Hations to make
available to the Economic Commission for Africa sufficient financial resources to
enable it to intensify contacts with bilateral and multilateral donors and African
countries so as to enhance proper and coemplete fmplementation of the Decads programme
and to ensure the preparation of relevant financing documents and prompt follow-up
on interest expressed by donors and financial institutions in financing Decade
projects during technical consultative meetings;

12, Further expnresses its aporeciation to the Administrator of the United
Nations Development Programme for the financial support which he has provided for
the preparation of the second phase of the Decade programme and for strengthening
the Decade Co~ordination Unit;

13, Apvpeals also to the Administrator of the United Nations Develooment Programme
to continue to provide funds to the Economic Commission for Africa during the next
programming cycle to enable proper monitoring of the implementation of the second
phase programme and particularly for strengthening the Decade Co-ordination Unit;

14. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission:

~-(a) in cclisboration with other United Nations specialized agencies and
African intergovernmental organizations to jointly organize co-financing meetings .
involving the appropriate number of donors for certain regional prOJects and
transport corridor projects; : v

(b) to intensify effprts tc contact as many donor countries and financial
institutions as wossible to promote the Decade programme;

15, Further requests the Exncutive Secretary of the Commission to assigt African
member States in ensuring promot follow-up of interest expressed by donors in
financing projects. during, the Technical Consultative Meetings by preparing relevant
project documents in bankable “ormat for submission to the various donors and
financing institutions;

16, Requests the Executive Secretary of the Cormission to submit to the eleventh
meeting of the Conference a progress report on the implementation of the second phase
programme;

17, Invites the specialized agencxes of the United Nations to lend more support,
within their respective areas of commetence, to ECA in the discharge of its duties
as the "lead agency' responsibtle for co-ordinating the immlementation of the Decade
programme.
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488 (XIX). Development of the african Remote Sensing Programme

The Conference of M;nisue*s,

Noting with appreciation the steps alrzady taken by the Executive‘Secretéry
as highlighted in his biennial repocst for 1982-1983 itowards the implementation
of its resolutions 280 (XII) of Fakruary 1975 on the introduction of remote- '
sensing technolcgy into Africa and 313 (XTII) oi March 1977 concerning the
establishment of a remote sensing programme in Africa,

Realizing that the achievewents reported in the said report have been
accomplished through utilizing meinly ex*tra~budgetary resources which, all along
have been inadequate for the development of the orogramme,

Further realizing that as a result of inability to provide counterpart’
financial resources to execute pilot projects in remote sensing applications
through the establishment of model remote sensing centres which will clearly
demonstrate the potentialities of the technology for resource. development
and rational utilization, potertial technical co-operation partners are unw;lling
to make available their sxvertise and financial =zid, v

Conscious of the benefits to be derived from the applications of remote
sensing to communications and natural resources development and to the.solution
of many of the ohenomena affecting Africa’'s social and economic development,
especially those concerning dessrtification, drought, environmental monitoring
including early warning systems and polluulon, as well as Africa's long~term
development,

Recalling also the relevant recormendat:ions adopted by the United Nations
Second Conference on +he Ixplorition and Peacefil Us~s of Nuter Space (UNISPACE-82)
concerning the role of the United Nations and particularly the alleocation of
adequate resources to the regicnral commissions involwved in the development of
space technolooy avolicationsz, 1/

Mindful of resolution 37/90 adopted by the General Assembly during its
thirty-seventh session concerning thea Second United Nations Conference on the ‘
Exploration and Peacefui Uses of Outer Space, v

1. Urges all member Sca:es of the Economic Commission for Africa to give
moral, political, material ard financial support to the African Remote Sensing .
Programme ;

2. Requests the United Wations Economic and Social Council and the Secretary-
General of the United Nations to provide adequate resources, on regular basis, to
the Economic Cormission for Africa for the implementation and development of the
African Remote Sensing Programme.

1/ Final Report UNISPACE-82, A/CONF.101/10, paras., 433, 434 and 437.
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489 (XIX). African Demogravhic Training Institutes q;: ="fu

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 367 (XIV) of 28 March 1979 which, inter alia,
requested the Executive Secretary of the Commission to start negotiations with
the host qovernments to modify the statutes governing the Regional Institute for

Population Studies (RIPS) and the Institut de formation et de recherche démogra-
phiques (IFORD) to make them regional in character and to enable all the countries
served by the institutes to take full part in their management and financial

support,

Recalling further General Assembly decision 37/444 of 21 December 1982
which approved the amended statutes of both institutes,

Taking note of the generally expressed need by the Demographers' Committee
of the Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers for
facilities for middle-level training,

Aware of the continued need of African countries for demographers and of
expertise to ensure the integration of population variables in African develop-

ment planning,

Taking note of the precarious financial state of IFORD consequent to
regionalization which is due to the insufficiency and irregularity in the
receipt of contributions from the member States,

Taking note also of the issues raised by United Nations Fund for Population
Activities (UNFPA) Evaluation Missions and the efforts being made to resolve them,

Concerned about the reduction in UNFPA funding of the training institute
and the poor prospects for future funding of the institutes,

Conscious of the economic crisis of unprecedented proportions which the
African countries are experiencing and the efforts which they are making to
overcome this crisis and the need of these countries for increased international

support,

1. Urges African Governments to discharge their responsibilities to the
institutes by participating fully in their management and by paying their
contributions promptly;

2. Further urges the African representatives on the Governing Council
of the United Nations Fund for Population Activities to bring to the attention
of the Council the concern of African countries on the reduction in the funding
of the institutes and to appeal to the Council for continued support to the
institutes at least at their 1983 levels;
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3. Reguests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to work out in .
conformity with the statutes of RIPS and IFORD an equitable system for

determining the contributions of the member States to the financing of the
institutes; '

4. Requests also the Executive Secretary, in conjunction with the
trainlng institutes, to examine ways of organizing ad hoc middle-level training
couraes for the benefit of member States;

5. Draws the attention of the Governing Councils and Advisory Boards

on Studies of the institutes to the need for looking inte the issue of harmoniz-
ing the curricula of these institutes;

6. Reguests the Executive Secretary to explore possibilities of raising
funds from donors to support scientific research projects of the institutes.

'lf

1,
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490 (XIX),. Infrastructure Posts for the ECA Secretariat in.the Field of
Population

The ECA Confererice of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 2211 (XXI} of 17 December 1966 which
called upon the United Nations and the specialized agencies concerned to assist,
when reﬁuésted in further developing and strengthening national and regional
facilities for training, research, 1nformatlon and advisory services im the
field of population,

Recalling also the Economic and Social Council resolution 1763 (LIV) of
18 May 1973 in which the Council expressed the desire that the United Nations
Fund for Population Activities, in the elaboration of its plans and programmes,
should take into account the resolutions adopted by the regional economic
commissions in dealing with the population problems of areas covered by them,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977
on restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations System
which in section IV of its annex requested that the necessary authority should be
delegated to regional commissions and adequate budgetary and financial provision
made for their activities,

"Further recalling the report of the second session of the Joint Conference
of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers 1/ which, inter alia,
deplored the decreasing share of assistance being made available by the United

Nations Fund for Population Activities to the regional commissions for demographic

data collection, processing, evaluation, analysis and diesemination,

Aware that the regular budget resources to the ECA's population programme
have now been considerably augmented thus reducing substantially the contribution
of UNFPA to the substantive activities of ECA in the area of population,

Draws attention of the United Nations Fund for Population Activities to the
priority which African nations accord to population redistribution, urbanization
and wigration within their overall population programmes, and the central role
of population variables in development planning,

1/ E/EcA/cM.8/22,
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1. _ Urges the Governing Council of UNFPA and the Executive Director to-
reactivate effective 1 January 1984 the two P3 and one local level posts which
were frozen effective 31 December 1980, for use by ECA in the implementation
of its work programme in the area of population estimates and projections,
population distribution and urbanization, until such-time that regular budget
resources are made available for these activities;

2.  Appeals to the Governing Council and the Executive Director of the
UNFPA to enhance the capacity of the Commission to implement effectively its
population programme by reactivating the two P3 and one local level posts
mentiocned in operative paragraph 1 above.
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491 (XIX), * Implementation of the Programme for the Industrial Development

,Decade_for Africa (IDDA) _ N

[

Thé “Conference of I“I:’.n_.:i..e:‘l‘.er.."v:j R

Recalling Ceneral Assembly reselution 35/668 of 5 December 1980 by whioch
the General Assembly declared the period 1980~1990 as the Industrial Development
Decade for Africe; and resolution 36/182, Seotion II of 17 December 1981, '
37/212, Seotion II, of 20 December 1982 and 38/192, Part II of 20 December 1983,
all on the Indusirial Development Decade for Africa, o :

e e . o

Recalling 2lso ECA resolutions 442 (XVIX) of 30 April 1982 on the formulation
and implementation of a programme for the Industrial Development Decade. for Africa
and 446 YXVIII) of 2 May 1983 on the implementation of the Industrial Developmewt .-
Decads for Africa, s ‘ '

Welconiing resolution CM/Res. 941 (XL) adopted by the OAU Council ef Ministers
at its 40th session held in Addis ababa from 27 February to 7 March 1984,

Having considered the report of the seventh meeting of the Conference ef .
African Ministers of Industry held in Addis Ababa from 26 to 28 March 1984 and
resolution 1 (VII) on the implementation.of the Programme for the Industeial
Development Deocade for Africa adopted at that meeting, :

Takingz into consideraticn the information provided by delegates on the
actions taken at the national, subregional and intermational levels on the
implementation of the Decade Programme for the IDDA and of the various oenstrainis
encountergd, o :

Consoious of the urgent need for some member States 1o intensify their
efforts in the implementation of the activities outlined for the Preparatery
Phase of the Decade Programme and for others to launch activities for the
implementation phase,

Reitera.%ing the need to aocord priority to the development of strategic
oore industries that provide intra— and inter-seotoral linkages and essential
inputs for the production and processing of natural resources, especially food
and agricultural products,

Convinced of the neod %o undertake cencerted aotions for the mobilization
nf financial resources, including technical assistance from the Secretariats of
the OAU, ECA and UNIDO and other African and international arganizatiens and
bilatéral and multilateral denor agencies for the implementation of the Decade

.Programme,

.1
73
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2
Te  Endorses the-subregisnal inifial integrated industrial premotien . g
programmes adopted at the four subregisnal meetings organized on the promstien E
of intras-ifrican industrial ca~operation within the tramewerk of the ITDA and d

requests the Secretariats eof OAU, ECA and UNIDO to. synthesize and print the
programmes into a single document fer distribution to all African osuntries and
lntergnvernmental erganizatians; = . .- .

2 Gommends the efforts made by severrl member States and indergovernmental
srgenizations in the implementation ef activities during the preparatory phase
of the Deeade prsgramme as refleoted in document ID/B/313(ECA/TID/CMI.T/WP/1);

-3s  Galls upim ether member States and african intergevernmental and nenw
governmental organizations te lntenSLfy their efforts towards the aooompllshmant
of the priority actions te be undertaken during the preparatory phase of the '
Decade Programme as sutlined in document ID/310 and to provide information en
actions taken to the QAU, ECA and UNIDO Secretariats to enable their Joint
Committee to-more effectively monitor-the implementation of the Pecade Programme;

4e Calls on member States and relevant intergovernmental organizations
to undemtake urgent measures to endorse, the subregional integrated indusirial
promotion pregrammes, including the allocatian of the necessary resources, as
well as other follow-up actiens recommended for the effective implementation
of those programmes; to this ends

(a)- Stresses the need for member States to provide financial and human
resources for szrrying out pre-investment activities related to subregional and
regional projects which comstitute a necessary oondltlon for the executisn ef
those projects;

“(b) Urges member States to undertake all necessary measures fors:

(1) Strengthening indigenous capabilities in consultancy,
technology, entreprensurship, skilled manpower develepment
and negotiations;

(ii) Consultations among themselves to agree on the modalities
for co~operation including marketing and financing
arrangements as well as on the prlnclpal promoter for .
each progect,
e (iii) The identification, productien and development of local =~ ..
- raw mgterials and energy resources as inputs for the
identified projects;

(iv) 'The prometion of trade in raw materials, energy and manufactures;

(v) Technical consultations on joint investment premotion of the
identified projects, including the use of TCDC/ECDQ.arrangements-
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{c) iurther urges member States te assist and encourage african entre-
preneurs, industrislists and marketing and distridbuting céripanies to intensify
their contribution to invesiment promotion and implementation of the nqtlonal
and multinationzl projects; and

(d) Invites the identified intergoveramental organizations in each sube
region concerhed with industrial development to establish co-ordinating committees
on the IDDi for each subregion and sub=-segtoral technical sommitiezs te assist
in the co-ordination, promotion and monitoring of the implementation of the -
multinational projects;

5. " Recommends that in order %o take advantage of cconnmice ef scale,
market scope, and achieve 1ntegrated develOpment, cerdain industries such as
metallurgical, petroschemicals and heavy engineering should be cla851fled
regional; others such as building industries (including cement), spare parts,
agro-based; agricultural implements (excluding heavy agricultural tractors},
chemicals zincluding bagic ohemicals), precision engineering, pharmabeutic‘a.ls; '
non-metallic mineral products, energy-saving industries and electrlcal and
electronic industry, should be classified subreginnal;

6 Welcomes the initiatives taken 1o promste co~operation between Latifnn
American and african countries and erganizations in the implementatian of the
Decade Programme and regquests the Secretariats ef the 04U, ECiA and UNIDO %o
launch similar initiatives with ether regions {o the developlng countries
within the framework of TCDC/EuDC as well as within the UNIDO System of
Consultavions;

Te Calls ugﬂn meisber States and intergovernmental organizations to examine
their ongoing and future industrial programmes and identify and send to the
Secretariats of thé 04U,.ECa4 and UNIDO proposals for inciusion in the programme '
of activities called Tor in parazraph 8 below. :

8. Reguests tha Secretariats of the BCiy OaU and UNIDO to prepare, amn
the basis of the initial integrated industrial promotion programmes and in
consultation with member States and relevant intergovernmental organizations,
proposals for a comprehensive programme of activities te be undertaken at the
national, subregional and international levels for tie implementation phase
of the Decade Progrumme;

9. Expresscs its appreclation to the United Wetisns General issembly for
its deocision to allocate +to UNIDO $US 1 million form the regular budget of the
United Nations for assistance in 1984 to African countries and intergovernmental
srganizations in the formulation and implementation of their programmes for the
IDDi and appeals to*the United Nations General Assembly to aubstantially increase
this allocation {0 an annual minimum level of $US 5 million and for the allocation
to be put on permenent basis. To this end, a similar arrangement should be made
for the Bconomic Commission for africa to enable it and its MULPOCs to assist member
States at subregional level in their consultations, negotiations and investment
promotion of mulii~country projecis;
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10, Welcomes with appreciation the rgenerous financial contribution made
by a number of countries to ECA, UNIDO and some african regional cehtres for
the implementation ol activities related to the Decade;

11« Expresses its appreciation to the African Croup at United Natiens
Heaaquarters for its commendgble efforts in securing fthe allocation of the
$US 1 million referred %o in paragTwph 9 above, and requegts the Group ts
intensify its efforis with o vitw te securing a cubsiz stial increase of
resources;

12, Helterates the repeated anpeals made to the international community,
particularly the ﬁﬂﬁP, Horld Zank, 4DB, OPEC Fund, BADEA and other international
organizations, multilateral and bilateral agencies and financial institutbions %o
increase and intensify their %echnical and finenclal assistance en prcferentlal
conditiohs, to African couniries and intergovermacntal organizetions in the
formulation and implementation of their programues for the IDD4 and cells an
merber States to join and increase their contributions to the African Industrial
Development Fund;

13« Thanks the African Develorment Bank for earmarking wJD 7 billion in
its 1982~19 86 programme period for industrial projects and appeals to the Bank to
allow interested member States to borrow from thoge funds, en favourable terms,
for investment, inter alia, for meeting their equity shares in subregional
projects, the preparation of pre-~investment studies, and for the implementation
of subregional projects:

14e Congrutulotss the Scerctariats of the 0al, BECA and UNIDO fer the
efforts made in support of 'the actions taken by African countries and inter—
governmental orgunizations in the implenentation of the priority actions
identified for the preparatory phase of tie Decake Programme, welgomes the
actions taken to promote the IDDA not only within bubt also outside africa, and
in view of the limifed resulis so far achieved reguests thow $o sxpand,
publicize' and intensify their assistence to africzn countries and inter- )
governmenial organizations in thc ipplementation of the priority actions for
the preparatory phasz of 4l.¢ Dacode Prograume and, bascd on the commitment of
member States, to carry out the follow-up actions for the implemeniation of
projects included in.the four subregional initial integrated industrial
promotion prozrammes with emphasis accorded to thes

»

(a) Integrabion of the projects contained in the four subregional
initial integrated industrial promotion pregrammes; :

- (b) Formulation of industrial shrategies and policies and claboration
of industrizl master plans with particular emphasis on the develapment of
" strategic core industries and support arcas; S
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(o) Development of industrial manpowery especially scientific and
technological capabilities, including the mobilization of ifrican competenciss,
both within and outside the continent, for the implementation of the Decade
Programme j

(d) Promotion of intramifrican co-operation within the fyamework of
ex:Lstmg or future intergovernmental organizations, espec:l.a.l],y in respeot of
trade in raw maerials and manufa.cture,

o (e) Development of traditional and acquisition of foreign technologies;
(f) ‘Mobilization of financial resources;
B (g) 'Déyé'loiﬁmen't of energy, technology, equipment and appliances;

) (h) Survey of African d.emand./supply requirements, especially in the
str“é.te ic ‘Gore industries and support areas as an input into the pr‘epara.tlon
of ‘ant” ustnal ma.p of Africa;

(i) Preparation of and ciroulation to all member States a directory ef
national, subregional and reg:l.onal centres d.ea,l:l.ng with :Lnd.us't'.rlal and
technolo.g:.cal studies; and

(3) Continued promotion of the Decade Programme not only within but
also outside Africas

15 Directs the Follow-up Committee on Industrialization in Africa to':
undertake, at its next meeting, a careful examination of the proposals presented.
by the Secretariats of 0iAU, ECA and UNIDO on the oqmprchensive programme of -
aotivities called for in opera.t:t.ve paragraph O above taking into account the
progress achievéd and the problem encountered during the preparatory phase,
and franemit them, along with its recommendations to the eighth meeting of the
Conference of African Ministers of Industry, for consideration and approvals
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492 (XIX). BAfrican Industrial Development Fund (AIDF)

The Conference of Ministers,

3

Recalling resolut;on 1 (VI) section B(b) (v) adopted by the Ministers of
Industry in November 1981 on the Industrial Development Decade for Africa, which
inter alija, called on all member States, to strengthen the African Industrial
Development Fund as one of the mechanisms designed especially to increase the
ability of member States to raise the large financial resources needed for the
implementation of the Decade Programme;

Reaffirming the recommendation contained in resolution 2(VI) also adopted
by the-Conference of African Ministers of Industry at its sixth session, particularly
with respect to the strict applicetion of articles 13 and 17 of the Constitution of i
the Fund, which stipulates that the Fund should have, as its supreme authority, a
Board of Governors comprising the Ministers of Industry, while its management is
carried out by the ADB secretariat for a period of five years, after which period
the Fund's Board of Governors would review its final and definite structure,

Recalling resolution 1(I) adopted at the meeting of Plenipotentiaries on
the African Industrial Development Fund in Addis Ababa in October 1979 authorizing
the Executive Secretary of the ECA to negotiate with the ADE a management agreement
for sibmission to the Board of Governors of the RIDF for approval,

Noting with satisfaction the results of negotiations between the ADB and the
ECA which place emphasis on the principal responsibility of the Board :of Governors
consisting of Ministers of Industry in defining the aims, objectives and policies
of the Fund,

Taking note that with 15 member States having signed or ratified the
constitution of the AIDF, the minimum number of 12 has been attained, thus
making it possible for the Fund to be operational,

1. Invites those member States, which are not yet members of the AIDF, to
accede to its constitution as soon as possible and appeals to those member States
vhich ratified the constitution of the Fund to pay their contributions;

2. Requests the ECA secretariat to disseminate information on the constitution
of the Fund to all member States with a view to enahling the Fund to expand its
membership; v

3. Agrees that the African Development Bank should undertake the management
of the AIDF under the policy direction of the Ministers of Industry of those member .
States which are members of the Fund in their capacity as members of its Board of
Governors;

4. Requests ECA, in co-operation with OAU and UNIDO, to fipalize with ADB
the detailed management agreement for consideration and approval by the Board of
Governors of the RDB and of the AIDF.
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493 (XIX). Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice

The Conference of Ministers,

Recglllng the Caracas Declaration adopted at the Sixth United Nations Congress
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders and endorsed by the
General’ Assemhly in its resolution 35/171 of 15 December 1980, in which the need
for the stregthening of efforts and activities at the regional and subregicnal
levels in crime prevention and criminai justice was emphasized,

Having considered thé”report of the African Regional Preparatory Meeting for
the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment
of Offenders,

Deeply concerned about the increasing criminality of different forms and
dimensions in many African countrles, which is having an adverse impact on the
soc1a1, economlc and other aspects of lives of the people of the region,

1. Endorses the report of the African Regional Preparatory Meeting for the
Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders;’

2. Urges member States to consider crime prevention and criminal justice
in the context of overall development, to encourage the exchange of data information
and experience, joint activities for training and research, demonstration projects
of a bilateral and multilateral nature, agreements on the provision of human,
financial and material resources and the convening of regional and subregional
seminars involving the various modalities of technical co-operation, and to involve
the sclentific and professional non-governmental organizations that are active
‘1n the field of crime prevention and criminal justice;

3. Appeals to the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders to support, thrcugh its decisions, the efforts
of African countries in fighting problems relating to the growth of criminality;

4. Requests the United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and
- the Treatment of Offenders to support the appointment of a United Nations
Regional Adviser for the African Region in the field of Crime prevention and -
criminal justice;

5. Invites the United Nations and all United Natione agencies to give all
asgistance possible to African States in their efforts to achieve a concerted
‘socio-economic develomment within the framework of the Lagos Plan of Action in
order to improve the living conditions of the peowle, theredy reducing crime
tendencies resulting from poverty, unemployment, overcrowded slums, etc.
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494, (XIX). International Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace

The Conference of Ministers,

Convinced of the importance of the full implementation of the specific
programme of measures and activities to be undertaken prior to and during the
International Youth Year (A/36/215), as well as of the recommendations endorsed
by the General Assembly in its resolution 37/48,

Recognizing that the preparation for the observance of the International
" Youth Year will contribute to the reaffirmation of the goals of the New Inter-
“‘national Economic Oxder and to the implementation of the International Develop-
ment Strateqgy for the Third United Wations Development Decade,

Convinced of the imperative need to harnegs the energles, ‘enthnsiasm and
creative abilities of youth to the tasks of the implementation of the Monrovia
Strategy and the Lagos Plan of Action for economic development of Africa
inp}uding the Final Act of Lagos,

Aware that, for the International Youth Year to be successful and in:érder
to maximize its impact and practical efficiency, adequate preparation and the
widespread support of governments, all specialized agencles, international,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and the public will be

lfrequired,

Taking note with appreciation of the Report of the Economic Commlss;on for
Africa on the Situation of African Youth in the 1980s (Document ECA/SDEHSD/IYY/
83/WD.2 and the report of the regional meeting on the International Youth Year
(E/ECA/CM.107/28) including the regional plan of action on youth, and congratulat-
ing the ECA for positive orientatlon of these documents,

Mindful of the existing co-operation arrangement between the executive
) Secretariat of ECA and the general secretariat of the OAU, .
1. Endorses the conclusions and recommendations made in the two above-
meritioned documents and requests the Executive 3ecretary of the Economic
Commission for Africa to bring them to the notice of all African countries, with
a view to implementing the recommendations contained in the Regional Plan of
Action on Youth and regional co-operation for the International Youth Year:

2, Invites all African States, which have not already done so, to set up
national co-ordinating commlttees or other forms of co-ordination for the Inter~
national Youth Year; .

3. Stresses the ihportance of inter-agency consultations as a useful
tool in planning, initiating, promoting and implementing activities in the field
of youth at the global and regional levels, in the context of the implementation
of all recommendations concerning the Internmational Youth Year;
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4. Appeals to all States, international, governmental and non-governmental
organizations and tc the public to make, in due time, generous voluntary contribu-
tions for the implementation of Africa Regional Plan of Action on Youth:;

5. _ Requests the Economic Commission for Africa to take all necessary
measures for the better co-ordination of efforts in the field of youth through
inter~agency consultative meetings under its aegis in the implementation of
the Regional Plan of Action on Youth;

6. Stresses the importance of establishing a similar co-ordinating
structure for regional vouth organizations, including the Pan-African Yeouth
Movement, as a consultative body to the Economic Commission for Africa in
carrying out vouth-related activities;

7. Calls upon the Executive sécretary of EZCA, in collaboration with the
Secretary-General of OPU, to ensure adeguate and effective participation of
Africa in the International Youth Year;

8. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to take all
necessary measures to strengthen the secretariat of the Economic Commission
for Africa in order to enable it to fulfill the extended mandate entrusted to
it in .the field of youth including the implementation c¢f the Regional Plan of
Action on Youth;

9, . Invites the Secretary-General of the United Nations to use all means
at his disposal, within the regular budget of the United Nations, to increase
the resources designed for the implementation of the International Youth Year
programme;

10. Calls upon the secretariat for the IYY to make all necessary arrange-
ments at the approrriate level, for the implementation of the African Regional
Plan of Action on Youth;

11. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the secretariat
of ECA to take specific measures to increase the dissemination of information on
youth;

12, Requests that such clobal plan of action on youth be considered in an
international meeting on youth in early 1985 as an integral part of the celebra-
tion of the year;

13. Expresses its full appreciation to the secretariat of the Economic
Commission for Africa and to the Secretariat for IYY for the successful
preparation and orcanization of the African Regional !Meeting on the IYY;

14. Expresses also its appreciation to those United Nations agencies and
offices, particularly ILO, UNESCO, FAO, VHO, UNICEF and UNV/UNDP for their active
collaboration in and contribution to the Regional Meeting.
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495 (XIX). Utilization of existing African facilities for the develcoment
of human resources in Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Asserbhly resolution 32/197 in particular, section IV on
structures for regional and inter-regional co-operation which, inter alia,calls
on regional commissions to strengthen their relations with the orcanizations of
the United Nations sytem and to serve "as the main general economic and social
develonment centres within the United Nations system for their respectlve
regions",

Recalling also its resolution 444 (XVII) of April 1982 which, among other
things, call upon African Governments to take a number of measures for accelerated
develooment of African human resources,

Mindful of the recommendations of the African Ministers Responsible for
Human Re'sources Planning, Development and Utilization, ‘adopted at their first
Conference in Monrovia, Liberia, in October 1981, regarding national and regional
institutional machineries for the review and co-ordination of programmes and
policies in human resources development, '

Guided by the lLages Plan of Action for the Economic Develorment of Africa
on measures for national, subregional and regional. self-reliance in the economic
and social develovment of Mfrica, which accords high oriority inter alia, to the
development and utilization of human resources,

Conscioug of the activities undertaken by the United Nations agencies the
Organization of African Unity and other international organizations to help member
States to develon human resources in Africa as well as of their technical co-
operation and colleboration vrogrammes in institution-building, education and
training,

Bearing in mind Africa’s initiative to establish and strengthen national,
subregional and regional institutions for design, research and development
trainznq and consultancy for the soclo-economic development of the region,

1.. .Calls uron the United Wations agencies and other international and
kilateral organizations carrving out activities in the field of human resources
develovment in Africa to give preference to the utilization of existing national,
subregional and regional inttitutions, and the strengtheninc and the expanding
of such institutions; :

2. Urges the United Nations agencles and international organizations to
co~ordinate closely the planning and programming of their activities in the

o
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field of human resources development with the appropriate African national,
subregional and regional machineries and institutions with a view to ensuring
optimal utilization of resources towards Africa's achievement of the goal of
self-reliance and self-sufficiency in manpower supply;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commisslon to exchange
information with other’ United Nations agencies, international and bilateral
organizations and aopropriate African institutions on programmes and activities
in human resources development in order to facilitate collaboration in the
~ development of hrman resources for Africa's socio-economic development.
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496 (XIX), Environment and devaigpeent in Africa R

The Conference of Minisceis,

Recalling Getieral Assembly cesolution 35/56 of December 1980 “on the Internatioﬂal

DEJ810pMEnt Strategy fox’ ‘the Third United Nations Development Decs e which,.agw
" intdr 21is, calls for a mid-term review of the activities of developing countries to

deal more adaquately with the environmental aspects of development activities, for
the international community to increase financlal and technical support to
drought~-stricken countries that are under the stress of desertification, for
conaideration to be given by all countries to environmental aspects of industrialization
in the formulation and implementation of their industrial programmes and for the
improvement of the juality of life and emviromment through human settlement planning
and better housing conditioms, 1/

Taking note of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Governing Council
. decisions 10/4 and 10/6 of May 1982 on environment and development, which calls for
assistance to developing countries to address serious enviromnmental problems relating
to poverty and underdevelopment, 2/

. - Recalliny its resolution 446 (XVIT) of April 1982 on the need to intensify regional
co~operatior for combating desertification in Africa; resolution 473 (XVIII) of
April 1983 requesting for a Sclentific Roundtable on the Climatic Situation and
Drought in Africz and resolution 474 (RVIII) of April 1983 calling for the strengthening
of African capabilities in environmental matters especially the environment co-ordinatica
copabilities of the Economic Commission for Africa, and for encouraging development
ci envirommental education and training prcgrammes in member States,

Baving considered the report of the second mceting of the Joint Intergovernmental
Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Enviromment and its annexes dealing with
environmentol matters, 3/ namely, the recommendations and resolutions of three joint
regilonal worksuops held on:

(8) combating desertification in Africa, 4/

wb) industrial envirommental impact assessment and environmental criteria for
tha eiting of industry, 5/

(c) developing a programme of action for envirommental education and training
in Africa, 6/

1/ General Assombly resolution 35/36, 83rd plenary, 1980, annex, paragraphs 156~158,

2/ See report of UNEP Governing Council at its tenth session, decisions 10/4
~azi 10/6 pages 90~92, Official Records of the General Assembly Thirty-seventh
ses¢ion, Supplement No, 25 (A/37/25), 1982,

3/ See E/ECA/CM,10/13,
&4/ See E/CCA/ENV/T,
5/ BSea E/ECA/ENV/iL,
6/ See UNIP/WG.78/4,
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Taking note of the assistancé rendered By the United Nations Sudano-Sahelian
Office to African countyies in developing national programmes, and institutional
arrangements for combating drought and desertification,

Recognizing that desertification control measures can be improved by the
provision of alternative scurces of energy for local consumption, the modermization
of fuel~wood stoves and kilns for charcoal production from agricultural residues, and
by providing alternative or suprlementary livelihood systems to local population to
prevent over-grazing in arid lands,

Noting that additional causes of desertification in‘Africa hesides over=grazing
over-population, deforestation and soil erosion, are bush fires accentuated by the
current prolonged drought. in Africa and devegetation resulting from the deleterious
gases and fumes from industrial and mining processing plants,

Considering that most African Govermments do not, as yet, have guidelines for
aggessing the envirommemtal impact of industrial activity on the physical and human
environments, :

Fullx_realizing}:he long~-term heavy costs that the neglect of the practice of
environmental impact assessment might entall after pollution occurred,

Avare that the primary responsibility for promoting awareness of environmental
problems and of the concept that envirommental protection and development are
compatible, lies first and foremecst with govermments who -should develop envirommental
education and training programmes in line with thelr socio~economic development plans
- and policies,

Noting with aopreciation that in response to the Lagos Plan of Action 7/ and
the United Nations Faviromment Programme Soverning Council decisions $/12 of May 1981 8/
and 11/7 Part Eight A 9/ on envirommental priorities for a regional programme for
Africa, the:.Regional Office for Africa of the United Nations Environment Programme has
developed a: Sub-Regional Environmental Groupings (SREGs) programme, providing a
framework for co-operation with the ECA “uitinational Programming and Operational
Centres (MULPOCs) in ifrica to identily subregional envirommental problems and propose
common measures to enable African Governments to take immediate action to solve their
problems in the spirit of self-reliant rsglonal co-cperation,

I.. Promotion of technical co—bperation, information exchange, technology and
expertigse for combating desertification in Africa:

1, Reccmﬁe&ds that African Covernments intensify their efforts in training
personnel for combating desertification; nromote technical co-operation among
developing countries (TCDC) for sharing experiences and expert knowledge, technology

7/ See A/S - 11/4, Ammex 1,
&/ UNEP/GC,9/15, Report of the Governing Council at its 9th session, page 132,

9/ UNEP/GC.11/18, Proceedings of the Governing Council at its 1lth session,
Annex I, page 28,
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and information on combating desertification; strengthen their national network

of agro-meteorological stations under the AGREYMET programme; conduct an inventory
of grazing lands for the suitabllity of species to maintain the carrying capacity .
of the land and to provide adequate resource aliocations to carry out anti-
desertification activities; '

2, Urges the vaerniﬁQ’Couﬂcils of the United Nations Envirorment Programne
and the United Nations Development Programme, the Economic and Social Council and
the General Assembly to consider seriously: (a) the inclusion of the United
Republic of Tanzania and Migeria within the terms of reference of the United Matione
Sudano-Sahelian Office {UNSO) to enable them receive assistance in implementing
programmes for combating desertification; (b) expanding the scope of the United
Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office 80 as to enable the office assist the States members
of the Southern African Development Co-ordination Conference (SADCC) in implementing
the United Nationg Enviromment Programme on combating desertification and drought, in
the same wav the UNS0 is now assisting the States members of the Permanent Inter-State
Cormittee on DrOught Control in the Sahel region (CILSS);

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, 1n
co-operation with the relevant United Nations organizations and agencies (UNSO, UNEP,
FAD, UNESCO), to organize a regional seminar/workshop on the modalities for the
exchange of information, technology and expertise on combating desertification -
between the 34 countries in the three subregions {(Northern Sahara, Sudano-Sshelian
and Kalaharil Desert) so affected;

I1. Industrial environment2]l impact assessment:

1. §trongly recommends that African Covernments take immediately all precautionary
measures for environmental protection in industrial development by:

€a) Adapting the UNEP puidelines for industrial envirommental impact assessment
and eavirommental criteria for siting industry, into 1 national industrial development
PTORranmes;

(b) Ensuring that the application of existing 1ndustria1 codes by developers
is reviewed in terme of the natioral puidelines so developed. and that appropriate
legislative ingtruments be establiched to implement the guidelines;

2. Further recommends that the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for
Africa and the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme assist
member States. in training manpower for carrying out envircnmental imvact assessment
activities within the context of the Industrial Development Decade for Africa (IDDA);

-

I11. Prbéraﬁme of actjon for envirbnmental educatiph and training in Africa: ,

1, Recommends that African Governments formulate integrated ervironnental
education and training programmes and develop specific national environmental
institutlions, for the implementation of these environmental programmes in the country.
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2, Requests member States to initiate the incorporation of environmental
components into on-going training programmes at national institutions catering for.
decision- and policy-makere, administrators, managers, educationalists and other
professionals whose daily decisions and normal work affect the quality of the
environment;

3. Invites African Governments to increase awareness of environmental issues
and conterns among politicians and in all sections of the community, particularly in
the rural population, through the mass media, literacy programmes, political and
social gatherings; as well as promote the exchange of information and experience
among African countries; '

IV, Regional co-operation on enviromnmental matters in Africa:

1. Strongly urges the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
and the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to increase
their support to ECA Enviromment Secétion for the effective implgmentation of the
Enviromment in Africa Work Programme within the context of the System-Wide Medium-Term
Environment Programme;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa and
the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to continue their
co-operation in implementing subregional environmental programmes for solving the
specific environmental problems of: the countries within the subregions, through the
ECA Multinational Programming and Operational Centres (MULPOCs).
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497 (XIX)., WVater Resources Development and Follow-up to the Mar del Plata
Action Plan . -

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 32/158 of 19 December 1977, which adopted
the report of the United Nations Water Conference and approved the Mar del Plata
Action Plan contained therein, .

Guided by resolution VIII of the United Mations Water Conference, Mar del Plata
Action Plan, which called upon the regional commissions to play a central role in the
promotion of intergovernmental co-operation in matters of integrated water resources
development and management,

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolution 2043 (LXI), of 5 August
1976, which requests the Secretary-General of the Uniteéed Nations to make adequate
provieions so as to enable the regional commissions to carry out their activities
effectively, and 1979/67, of 3 August 1979, which recommends that the secretariats .
of the regional commissions should be provided with sufficient manpower and financial
resources to enable them to discharge the expanded responsibilitlies assigned to them '~
by the United Natlons Water Conference,

Recallinz also the recommendation on institutional strengthening at regional level .
called for in paragraph 82(i1i) of the Lagos Plan of Action,

1, Calls upon governments which have not already dome so to establish national
comuittees on vater resources in accordance with the recommendations of the Mar del
Plata Action Plan;

2, Appeals to multinational, bilateral and intergovermmental technical assistance
organizations and the agencies of the United Nations system to co-ordinate their
efforts with the Economic Commission for Africa in assisting African Governments in
the development of the region's water rescurces and to provide financial and material
support for the implementation of regional projects in water resources planning,
development and rational utilization;

3. Urpes the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme and the
President of the World Bank to increase the amount of funds allocated to the water
sector in their natioral and regional programmes for Africa and, in particular, to
glve more emphasis to rural water supply programmes;

4. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to strengthen the
secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa in its water resources activities
g0 that water experts can be deployed to the MULPOCs to assist member States in the
planning and execution of their water development activities and in the follow-up
of the recommendations of the Mar del Plata Action Plan.
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498 (XIX). Pan-African Documentation and Information System

The Conference of Ministers,

lligg its resolution 359 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 concerning the project for
a PanrAfrican numerical and non-numerical data bank, .

Recalling also resolution 377 (XV) of 12 April 1980 concerning the implementation '

. of the - Pan-African Documentation.and Information System ptoject,

Further recalligg resolution 413 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 regarding financ{al
support for the Pan-African Documentation and Information System, :

Recalling the resolution on PADIS adopted by the third sessicn of the Joint
Conference of African Plamners, Statisticlans and Demographers,

Recalling the resolution adopted by the fourth meeting of the Conference of
Plenipotentiaries of the North African MULPOC,

Noting with concern the continuing poor situation of the- uocumentation. infornation
and library infrastructure in Africa,

Auare of the need to atrengthen PADIS

1, Decidea to establish a regional technical committee for PADIS with the

. following ‘terms of reference!

(a) to establish the overall pelicy of" PADIS, inter alia by 1azing down policy,
technical ‘and financial guidelines;

() to advise the Executive Secretary on the fotmulation ‘and implementation of
the wotk_programme of the project in accordance with the aforementioned guidelines;

{c) to oversee the execution of the project at all leveéls of the system;

(d) to take any other action that will enhance the effectiveness and economic
viability of the project;

(e) to meet as often as may be required but not less than once a year, provided
that during the transitional phase the committee shall meet at least twice a year;

(f) to co-opt specialists drawn from the relevant disciplines as necessary;

(g) to report annually on its activities to the Conference of Ministers through
the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole;
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2. Decides further that the committee shall be composed as follows:

(a) the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Africa, serving as chairman ex officio; -

(b) five high-level experts who shall be elected to represepc their respective
subregions and who are expert in telecommunications, documentation, library science,
information or computer science, to serve in their personal capacity for a period of
four years; .

.{e) A representative of OAU; .

(d) A representative of UNESCO;

Ly

(e) A representative of UNDP;

-, (£),. Members co-opted in accordance with paragraph 1(f) above, provided that
such members shall not rumber more than three. at any time; ; .

3. Further decides that the five members representing member States shall be
elected by the Conference of Ministers on the recommendation of the Joint ‘Conference
of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers, provided that for the four years
for transitional phase the first members shall be elected by the Conference of
Ministers at its tenth meeting;

DR

a; Reguests the Executive Secretary to establish as parly as possihle in each
MULPOC a subregional technical committee of PADIS whose principal function will be
e té mon:ltor th’e imPIementstion of t.he project w:l.thin the subregions concemed,
5. Decides that the chairmen of. the sub-regional technical committees shall be
ipso-facto ex-officio members of the regional technical committee.
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499 (XIX), Regionsl Plan of action o combat_the Impacts of Drought in Africa

Tne Gonference of Ministers,

Recalling resolution 473 (XVIII) of 2 May 1983 of the Commission on the . .
Scientific Round Table on the Climatic Situetion and Drought in Africa in which
it urgently requested the Executive Secretary of the Commission to organize a
special Scientific Round Table to examine the causes, periocdicity, trends and
effects of drought on the ifrican economies and to propose measures that can be
taken in the shortw, medium- and long-terms to déal with the situation and in
whioh it also requested the Executive Secretary to report on the ouﬁcome of the
Solentific Round Table to the Tenth Conference of Ministers,

Having oonsidered the Report of the Scientific Round Table on the Climgtic
Situation and Drought in Africa including the draft Regional Plan ef Actlon to
Combat "the Impacts of drought in Africa,

Noting with concern that drought is a reourrent phenomenon that is likely
to repeat itself at some unspecified future dates and also that the current .- .
drought period has become abnormally severe, persistent and widespread as evidenced
by the fact that the ourrent drought has, except for a brief period, continued
unabated since 1968 and that it haz spread itself beyond the boundries of the
Sudano-Sahelian region to forested, coastel and other areas of Africa that have
hitherto been unaffected Ly the drought,

Deeglx concerned about the adverse impacts of the current drought on the
African socio-economic systems, resulting in serious food scarcity, malnutrition,
widespread discases and deaths, depletion of animal stocks, increased poverty,
environmental degradation, imbalances and reduction in water resources, human
suffering and hardship and in severc dislocations of the fragile economles of
African oountrles,

1s  Takesnoto with appreciation of the Report of the Scientific Round Table
on the Climabic Situation and Drought in Africaj

2o ° Deoides to adopt the Regional Plan of Action t6 Combat the Adverse
Impacts of Drought in Africas

3o Urges member States to: (a) adopt appropriate measures, including
lncreased allocation of financial resouroes, and enhanoement of manpower and
institutional capabilities within the framework of the Regional Plen of Action, teo
better prediot and combat the adverse impacts of dreught; (b) rehabilitate their
drought-stricken economies in o co~ordinsted end integrated manner; and
(o) deeign and enforce other appropriate policies for the 1mplementa$lon of the
Regional Plan of Action in ite entirely;

4o Calls upon the international community, including the orgenizations of
the United Nations system, t» assist generously the drought-etricken African
countries "in their efforts to combat the impacts of drought, rehabilitate their
economies and implement the Regional Plan of Action on drought,
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500 (XIX)»  -Short«term forecssting in the Africen region

The Conference of Minigiers,

Recalang the Monrovia Strutegy for the African region as well as the Lagos
Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos,

Noting the increasing need for sheri-term adjustment measures in an
inoreasing number of African countries az a resuli of, inter alia, fluctustions
in the werld econecmic sivuatiorn; disastrous natural phenomena such ag drought,
flood, etce, other Tactors which cause distortion in the implementation and
management of developmeni and distribution,

Aware of the potential and importance of shori~term forecasting system in -
assisting individual African countries to establish early warning systems and
to devise adjustment and distribution polioies to cope with internal and external
economic disturbances,

Talding note of the efforts of the ECA seoretariat to establish short~term
forecasting systems in individusl African countries; and aware of the difficulties
these countries have in collecting and compiling conple'be national accounts data,

le  Calls upon ald African couniries to undertake and strengthen short-term
outlook activities individually and collectively and provide BECA with their
publisned outlook outputs s0 as to allow for the drawing up of subregional and
regional outlocks based on approaches suchae sooizl accounting natrices . (Sils)
which have the adventeges ~f malting up for the imperfection »f the nat:.onal
accounts and of sufficiently khighlighting the dn.s‘tr:.bu'b:l.cr. pol:.oz.es'

2¢ Requests the ECA secretiriat to:

(a) Continue to assist individual African countries en reguest, %o
establish short=term forecasting systems based cn approaches guch .as SAMs
including the creation =f national capabilities to follow-up on the models,

(b) Concretise the co-operation” efforts with other national and pan-
African institutions particularly the African Developuent Bank and the Institute
for Economic Development and Pleyming (IDEP) and other international agencies in
mobilizing the necessary regourses seo as to effectively assist individual
African counbries to oonstruct SilMs and to implement uhor'b-fberm forecasting
gsystems, i :

R
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501 (XIX)e ‘Perspective studies in Africa,

The Conference of ﬁinisﬁers,

Recalling resolutloh 470 (XVIII) adopted by the Conference of Ministers
of ECA on perspective studiés in African oountrles,

Bearing in mind the urgent need for African countries to adopt measures to
deal with the structural weaknesses of their eoonomies with a view to achieving
a olear transformation of the African gconomy in line with the Lagos Plan of

Aotlon end the Final Aot of Lagos,

Taking note with concern of the deteriorating economic condltlons 1n the
African region worsened by persistent drought oconditions, -

TEE&EE note with interest of the secretariai's study entitled, ECA and

é;rlca's Degelogmgnt1_1983-2008 4 prellm;gggx Bersggctlve stugx'whloh hlghllghts

the al erna$1ve prospects of Afrlca in oritical areas)

Aware of the usefulness of perspective studies at the natisnal, subregimnal
and regional levels espesially in respect of assessing necessary actions at all
these levels for the succesaful implementation of the Lagos Plan eof Actien,

1e  Appeals to member States to undertake perspective studies en their
respective economiesy

2¢ Calls upon all rescarch institutions, development institutions and
universities in collaboration with ECA and OAU to continue 4o critically
examine the study so as {o gtimulate new initiatives and actions for the sucoessful
implementation of the Lagos Plar of Action at all levels,

3e  Requests the ECA secretariat to strengthen and continue its work on
rerspeotive studies in close co—operation with national plamning organs and
taking into particular account the following basic elementss

(a) the vulnerablllty of the African economies to the international
economic environment;

(b) the effects of the dreught and desertification on the economic
performance of African countries;

(¢) the realism and feasibility of the various targets and strategies;

(d) +the need for a further disaggregation and extensian of the study
to ocover perspectives of subegroups of African osuntries;
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(e) the undertaking of yearly sectoral analysis and projections
especially at the subregional and regional levels =0 as to
cover the key sectors during the fiveé-years between the periods

of the updates;

(f) the usefulness of analysing several scenaries including
sensitivity analysis on elements such as balance of payments
and, capital availability constraints;

(g) the importance of examining, in detail additienal variables
like socience and technology and financial reguirements;

Bequests the Executive Secretary of ECA to:

(a) provide, on request, technical assistance to African governments
and subregional groupings in cetablishing work on perspective
studies at the national and subregional levels;

L

(b) establish-a specifié-‘}aohedule of reviews to be undertaken in the

updating of the study and ensure the involvement of MULPOCs in
the monitoring of the various orifical areas and sectors in
their respective subregions, :

F
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502 (XIX)e. Pricing Policies in the African Least Developed Couniries - -

The Conference of linisters,

Considering the 1mportance of pricing pOllcleS in enoouraging productlve
act1v1t1es and, egpecially, in increasing product1v1ty and output in thé"

agrlcultural sector,

Aware of the critical food supply situation in the African least developed

countries,

Cognitant of the perverse effects of various economic and financial

gtabilization and structural adjustment programmes and the limited success such

programmes have had and their costy especially in low income countries,

Recognizing that current lnstitutional pricing structures and price
legislation need to be brought up-to-date, '

iiindful of the deartsz of statistics on production costs in sectors as vital

a8 agriculture,

Hecalling that steps urgently need to be tzken to bring about naiional

self-sufficiency,

Further recglling the experiences gained in formulating pricing policies

and meeting the terms of the stand-by arrangements with the Iniernational Monetary
Fund and the World Bank by many African least developed countries,

1s Takes note of the sfudy on pricing polioies in African least developed

countries presented by ECi secretariat in collaboration with UHCTAD;

2s  Requests the african least developed countries to bring their institu~
. tional structures for fixing, controlling und monitoring prices up-to-date and into
line with the economic sltuations they face, to make appropriate price~fixing arrange—
. mente for agricultural producers so that said producers may increase their output
accordingly, and to check the current trend which allows middlemen to make
exhorbitant profit and favours some urban consumers at the expense of the rural

gector;
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3e  Requests the BCA secretariat to make the study more oomprehensive and
$0 take into accouat all the parametres that could cnable the Gefinition of an

appropriate pricing poliby;

A« Invites the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank to include
in thoir economic and financial otabilization and siructural adjustment programmes
and undertaking to adopt adequate measures aimed at identifying the detrimental
and bereficial effects and make compensatory arrangencuis for any adverse effects
that the African least developed countries may encounter as a result of such

Progranne ;

5s Requests UNDP, the World Bank and INF to give the ECA secretariat the
necessary Tinancial backing to provide coverage for all 26 african least
developed countries and cope with the various subjects selected for investigation

to enrich the study on pricing policies in the African least developed countries.
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503 (XIX)e Measures for the effective implementation of the substantial
new_geogramme of action in African least dsveloped couniries

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 397 (XV) of 12 April 1980 entrusting the Conference
of Ministers of African Least Developed Couﬁtries with the responsibility for
ensuring the co-ordinstion of efforts, establishing priorities,ﬁﬁbnitoring and
evaluating progress under the Comprehensive New Programme of Action in african
Least Developed Countries, and its resolution 481 (XVIII) of April 1983 on measures
for- aocelerating the implementation of the Substantial New Programme of dction in

aAfrican Least Developed Gountrieé,

Recalling United Nations General issembly resolution 38/195 of 20 December
1983 on the implementation of the Substantial New Programme of iotion for the
1980s for the least developed countries,

Taking note of the tremendous efforts made by the African Least Developed
countries in the preparation of their respective country review meetings,
especially in devising policies aimed at ensuring the successful implementation

of their national programmes,

Noting that the review meetings so far organized have not 4$otally met the
‘expeotations of the least developed countries, since the commitments made by
donor countries and organizations hawe not fully matched the provigsions of

the Substantial New Programme of Action,

‘Expressing deep concern atb the'disappointing resulie of the negotiations
on the Substantlal New Programme of dotion at the sixth session of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development held in Belgrade, June-~July 1983,

Noting with great concern the worsening economic situation of the
African least developed countries caused by natural calamities such as drought

and desertificationy.
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Further noting with satisfaction the initiative of the United Nations

Secretary-General on the African economic crisis and efforts to mobilize the
international community to provide the necessa%y financial and téqpnical assistance
in favour of African countries, especially the least developed‘améhg them and

also the appointment of a Special Representative on the african cconomic crisis,

Deeply comcerned by the considerable reduction in official development

assistance especially on the concessional terms from all external sources 10

o i

the African least developed countries since the adeption of the Substantial

KNew Programme of Action in 1981,

Bearing in mind that the intergovernmental group of experts on least
developed countries of {he United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
will meet at a higher level in September/Ootober 1985 in order to carry out the
Mid~term Global Review of the Substantial New Programme of Action and to
consider the possibilities of holding a global review of the implementation of
the Substantial New Programme of Action at the end of the decade,

aware that the least developed countries should mobilize and allocate a
greater part of their domestic resources to the implementation of their develop—
ment projects and improve substantially theilr absorptive capacity through

internal arrangements or with thelsupport of donor countries and agencies;

Noting with gratitude the spirit of those countries which have already
implemented the 0415 per cent share of their GNP as Official Development issistance

to the least developed countries as provided Tor under the Substantial New

Programme of Action,

e Strongly urges those african least developed countries {hat have

not yet organized their meetingg to take all the necessary measures to do so
in 1984 or at least before the Mid-Term Global Review meetings in 1985; "

' 2o Urges ifrican least developed countries (i) to adequately prepare
themselves for the Mid-Term Global Review meeting in 1985 in order to make
prachical proposals for the adjustment of the Substantial Hew -Brogramme of
aotion if need be, so as to expedite its implementation during the second half
of the decade; (ii) to provide the necessary information and statistios to the
secretariat of the Economic Commission for .ifrica so as to be able to prepare
a substantive regional assessment of the implementation of the Substantial New
Programme of Action during 1981-1984;
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3¢ Purther urges the african least developed couniries to ensure the
establishment of adequate new follow-up mechanisms at the country level or the
strenghtening of already existing mechanisms in order to maintain contacts

with donore before and after review meetings;

4e Affirms that the principal objective of the country review meetings.
should be to secure additional resources and not to. be a mere forum for the ..
exchange of views on the countries development strategies, policies and publioc
investment programmes and projects and, to that effecty donors should send
high level representation from their respective aid agencies to aitend the
country review meetings and make firm commitments on the programmes_ggd projects;

Se -Regggsts the- lead- agencies, the United Nations Development Programme
and the World Bank to utilise local experts, the expertise within the United
Nations system, especially the Economic Commission for Africa. for the. drawing up
of the documentation- for the country review meetings in African least developed
couniries o as 10 reduce expenditures for the preparation and organization of

these meetings;

-

6e Calls upon donor countries in the context of paragraph 63 of the
Substantial New Programme of Action to substantially inorease the flow of
financial. rescurces and other-suppqrt measures with the aim of achieving the 0415
per cent target of their GNP as official development assistance o least developed
countries or double their official development assistance to the least developed

countries by 1985 or as soon as possible thereafter;

Te Urges donor countries and multilateral financial institutions. to
(a) provide financial assistance to-the african least developed countries on
very favourable terms and conditions jaking into consideration the special
peculiarities of the cconomies of these countries, (b} alleviate the debt
burden onthe african least developed countries through retroactive adjusment
measures or equivalent actions and most desirably, the compleie cancellation
of debts, (c) to. contribute substantially to the local recurrent cost of the priority
projects which they are funding in the least developed countries, (d) to endeavour
to improve aid delivery procedures in order to enhance the absorptive capacity of the
least developed countries and, wherever possible, to harmonize such proocedures so as

to create a condition for possible co~financing of projectsj
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8. Welcomes the provision by some donors of assistance to African least
developed ocountries mostly in the form of grants as well as in more flexible
forms such as local recurrent cost financing, maintenance aid, rehabilitation
aid, as well as balance~of-payments suppori, adapted to the special needs of
the African least developed couniries and in response to their deferiorating

economic and social situation caused by the natural calamities;

9« Calls upcn the international community to provide support for the
priority areas identified by the African'least,develOped countries in their
country programmes on the basis of the provisions of chapter |1 of the Subsiantial
New Programmes of .iction, particularly food and agriculture, manufacturing,
exploration and development of energy and technical resourcesy; human resources
development, expansion and diversification of exports, development of transport
and communications, and improvement in planning, implementation and management

capabilities;

10+ Expresses its gratitude to the United Nations Secretary-Genersl and
his Special Representative on the sfrican economic orises for the efforts.
that they are deploying in mobilizing assistance from the international.
community to alleviate the current economic crisis facing ifrice and appeals =
to. the international commwity to respond positively to the efforts of the
United Nations Secretary-General;

11e Requests the Executive Secretary to report on the progress in the
implementation of this resolution to the fifth meeting of the Conference of Ministers

of African least developed countries. in 1985,
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504 (XIX), Transportation an:, marketing of natural gas bv pipeiine

The Couference of Ministers,

Recalling resolution ECA/UNTACDA/R2s, 83/28 adopLéd by the third Conference
of African Ministers of Transport, Communications and Plannxng meeting in Cairo
in March 1983 on the preparation of a study on natural gas in Africa,

Conscious of the importance of this study for the development of natutal -
resources in Africa, especially with regard to satrisfying the needs of African
countries in natural gas, particulariy in the Sahelian countties, -

l. Supporte the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
in his endeavour to undertake a coumprehensive study on the distribution of
African natural gas by pipelire in order to market it in Africa and possibly
transport it to Europe; the study should include a comparison of various médes. ... .
of transport;

2. Appeals to the international commnity, especially the organizations
concerned, namely the Organizarion of Petroleum Exporting Countries, the.
African Developmert Bank and :the World Bank to support and co-operate with the
Economlc Commission for Africa and the United Nations Development Programma to
ensure the success of the study. ‘
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505 (XIX). Strengthening ECA as n Executing Agency .. .

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalllng General Assembly resolution 33/202 of 29 January 1979 on
restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Natioms system,
which, inter alia, decided that the regional commissions shall have the status
of executing agencies in their own right,

oA

el

Recalllng the agreement signed on 1 March 1977 between UNDP and ECA
designating ECA as a partxclpatlng and executing agency for UNDP inter-=country
projects,

*

Having con51dered _the blonnlal report of the Executlve Secretary for the
biennium 1°82-1983 -

Noting with satisfaction the progress which ECA has achieved as an executing
agency of UNDP and other inter-country projects within a short space of time to
the extent that it is now ome of the largest executing agency of UNDPHﬁlHﬂﬁced
inter-country projects 1n Africa,

Also notiqg with concern the ddministrative difficulties being experienced by
ECA in the implementation of these projects due to lack of differentiation between
procedures and rules which should apply to its role as an executing agency as
distinct from its normal repular budgetary activities in the recruitment of
project personnel residing outside Africa and those above level L5 and in the
procurement of project equipment and supplies costing above $US 20,000,

Noting further with regret that the rate of implementation by ECA of UNDP and
other inter-country projects has decreased substantially due to the above-mentioned
constraints, which create unnecessary delays,

Bearing in mind the current critical economic situation of Africa and the -
expectation of member States that ECA secretariat should play an increasing role
in agsisting them in expeditious execution of operation projects funded by
resources from the UN system, other than multinational and bilateral funding
sources,

1, Reguests the Secretary-General to relax the administrative constraints
mentioned above bY realigning the rules of recruitment and procurement with
those of other UN executing agencies so that the ECA would be able to promptly
execute projects thereby putting it on the same footing as the other executing
agencies in the United Nations system;

2, Kequests the Executive Secretary to report to the eleventi meeting of
the Conference of Ministers and the twentieth session of the Commission the
progress in the implementation of this resolution.
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506 (XIX). Kilimanjaro Programme of Action on Population and Self-Reliant

Developuent

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling Economic.and Social Council resolutions 1981/87 of 25 November 1981
and 1982742 of 27 July 1982 on convening of an International Conference, on
Population in 1904, which, inter alia, invited the regional commissions to consider
at their annual sessions in 1984, the report of the Preparatory Committee for the
Conference, with a view to formulating suggestions and recommendations for the
further implementation of the World Population Plan of Action at the regional
level, and to transmit those suggestions and recommendations. to the Conference

for its consideration, ' :

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1983/6 of 26 May 1983 on
the International Conference on Population, 1984, which requested the Setretary-
General of the United Mations to invite all States, representatives of national
libezration movements, the United Nations Council on Namibia, government, inter-
governmental and non-governmental organizations to participate in the Conference,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 1983/76 of 26 July--
1983 on Cross-Sectorial review of population, which decided to continue to attach
high priority to population programmes and activities as contributing to the
social and economic development of developing countries and urged that increased
financial support for population activities be made available and that competent
entities of the Ul system take appropriate action accordingly in a co-ordinated
manner in their respective programmes of work,

Recalling further ECA resolution 366 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 on priority
population programmes of ECA, which requested the Executive Secretary .to give
high priority to and initiste programmes of assistance to countries on studies
analysis snd institution-building activities in priority areas on population and
development interrelationships, infant and childhood mortality, levels, patterns
and future trends in fertility and population distribution and development,

Taking note of the report of the Preparatory Committee for the Intermational
Conference on Population (E/1934/20 and E/1984/28/Add.1),

Re~affirming its commitments to the population programmes spelled out in the
Lagos Plan of Action and reiterated in the Addis Ababa Declaration of 1983,

Noting with satisfaction efforts undertaken jointly by ECA and UNFPA to
develop national expertise in the field of population,
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Noting also preparatory work so far undertaken at the global and regional
levels to ensure active participation by African countries at the Intermational
Conference on-population scheduled to meet in Mexico in August 1984,

Taking note of the report of the Second African Populatioﬁ Conference héld
in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, from 9 to 13 Januarvy 1984,

1, Approves the Kilimanjaro Programme of Actien on Population and Self-"
Reliant Development adopted by the second African Population Conference;

2. Requests the Statesumembers of the Commission to ensure that their
delegations to the International Conference on Population and to future United
Nations Population Commission meetings use the Xilimanjaro Programme of Action
as document of reference to ensure adequate consideration of the prlorlty
interests of Africa in population activities;

3. Further pequests the UNFPA and donor countries and agencies to increase
resources given to African countries to sgeed up the implementation of this
programme; -

4, Directs the Executive Secretary to take appropriate steps to ensure that
the principles and objectives of this programme as well as the recommendations
contained therein be incorporated in the Work Programme of the Commission;

3. Calls on all organizations in the United Nations family, the OAU,
1ntergovernmental, subtegional, interregional and national organizations
involved 1n population work in the region to collaborate with the Economic
Commission for Africa in implementing this Programme;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Conference of Hinisters .

at its eleventh meeting the outcome of the International Conference on Population
and progress made in integrating the recommendations of that Conference and the
Kilimanjaro Programme of Action for Population and Self-Reliant Development.

’ 7. Requeste the Executive Sncretafy_tr raperrt 8les 4 tho next session
of the Assembly cf Heads ¢f State and Government of OAU on the Eilimanjare

Programme ~f Action on Populatinn.

-
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507 (XIX). Europe-Africa Permanent Link via the

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling resolution 1982/57 adopted by the Economic and Social Council of
the United Nations during its second regular session in July 1982 on the subject
of the proposed Europe-Africa permanent link via the Strait of Gibraltar,

Becalling alsc the recommendations of the Experts appoinfed'by the Economic

‘Comnmission for Africa and the Economic Commission for Europe following the: -

adoption of the above-mentioned ECOS0C resolution, contained in the report of
the Experts, approved by the Economic and Social Council at 1ts second regular
session in 1983,

Mindful of resolution 1983/62 adopted by the Economic and Social Council
at its second regular session in July 1983 on the subject of the Europe-Africa
permanenf'link’via the Strait of Gibraltar which, inter alia, requests that the
Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa continue to monitor
and analyse studies related to this project in accordance w1th the recommendations
of the above-mentloned report,

Bearing in mind the resolutions adopted by the Conference of African Ministers
of Transport, Communications and Planning held in Conakry in February 1984,

1. Invites governments, international organizations, research institutions
and the universities in the Mediterranean area and elsewhere to continue to

co~operate with the Covernments of Morocco and Spain and with the Economic

Commission for Africa and the Economic Commission for Europe, and mske concerted

" efforts in the pursuit of the ddvelopment of the project for Furope-Africa

permanient link via the Strait of Gibraltar;

2. Requests the Secretary-Generazl of the United Nations to place at the
disposal of the Economic Commission for Africa the resources necessary for the
implementation of the recommendations on the proposed permanent 11nk via the
Strait of Gibraltar.
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508 (XIX). Biennial report of the Executive Secrethiy

The Conference of Ministers,

‘Recalling ECA resolution 403 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 on bienniel report of
the Executive Secretary, -1979-1980, ’

Recalling also Section IV of the Annex to General Assembly resclution 32/197
of 20 December 1977 on restructuring the economic and social sectors of the United
Nations System, which,- inter alia, stipulates that the regional comnissions should
be enabled fully to play their role under the authority of the General Assembly
and the Economic and Social Council as the main general economic and social
development centres within the United Nations System for their respective regions,

Further recalling General Assembly resolution of 20 December 1983 on
special measures for the economic and social development of Africa in the 1980s
which, inter alia, urges donor countries to provide substantial and sustained
levels of resources for promoting accelerated development of Africac countries
and the effective implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act
of Lagos and to contribute generously to the United Nations Trust Fund for
African Development, invitzs all international financial institutions, particularly
the World Bank, the International Development Association and the International
Fund for Agricultural Development, to continue actively to consider increasing
substantially their development assistance to Africa and to treat the matter of
making a special effort in support of African economic and social development
with the urgency it requires, requests the Secretary-General to convene, in
co-operation with the Expcutive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa,
the Fifth Biennial Conference for .the United Nations Trust Fund for African
Development and-to take the necessary measures to ensure its success and, in this
regard, appeals to donor countries, relevant United Nations organs, international
and regional financial institutions and other interested public and private
bodies to participate fully and contribute generously to the Fund, .

Having examined Biennial Reporf-of the,Exécutive Secretary, 1982-~1983. which
included an update of the implementation of the work programme of the Commission,
1982-1983,

Convinced that a strengthened secretariat of the Economic Commission for
Africa is an imperative necessity for the member States of the Commission both
individually and collectively, particularly in view of the current economic and
social crisis facing Africa,

Taking note with gratitude the resources allocated by the United Nations
Development Programme to the Economic Commission for Africa, during its second
programming cycle in its capacity as a UNDP executing agency,

"

O
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1. Takes note of the Biennial Report of the Executive Secretary, 1982-1983,
including an update of programme performance;

2. Views with concern the fact that the Commission does not have the
necessary resources for carrying out evaluation of programmes and projects;

3. Appeals to those member States which have not yet paid the contributions
pledged by them to the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development to do so
urgently;

4. Further appeals to all member States to be prepared to pledge substantial
funds to the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development when the Fifth
Pledging Conference takes place during the 11th meeting of the Confefence of
Ministers and 21st session of the Commission in April 1985,

5. Congratulates the Executive Secretary and his staff on the scope and the‘
high quality of the Biennial Report, 1982-1983;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary in collaboration with the Programme.
Planning and Budgeting Board and the Commit:tee for Programme and Co-ordination:
to continue to improve the methods of evaluating programme performance so that
information on effectiveness and the physical implementation of projects can be
provided to member States,

7, Appeals to the 1nternat10na1 commnity partzcularly the developed
countries of Western and Eastern Europe, North America, Japan and members of the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting ountries and other developing countries in a
position to do so, international and regional finannial institutions to contribute
generously to the Fifth Pledglng Conference for the United Nations Trust ‘Fund
for African Development;

8. Thanks the United Nations Development Programme for 1ts past support
to the operational activities of the Commission and urges it to increase its
allocations so as to enable the Commission to continue its good*work as an
executing agency of the Programme;

9. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to provide more
resources to the Economic Commission for Africa as the centre for general social
and economic development within the United Mations System for the African reglon
80 as to enable it in general to assist member States more effectively and in
particular develop the required capacity and capability in the field of evaluation
of programmes and projects;

10. Decides that the Executive Secretary should continue to prepare his
biennial report in the manner in which the one for 1982~1983 has been prepared.
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509 (XIX). Strengthening African Capabilities in Science and Technology Matters

The Conference of Ministers,

¢

Recalling the provisions of programme elements 2.5 and 5.1 of the Science
and Technelogy Chapter of the Lagos Plan of Action for the economic development
of Africa, which require member States to moblllze the adaptive technology
potential of the metal-working branch of the informal sector and promote the
deve;opment of low cost rural technologies,

Further recalling the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and Technology
for Development and its Operational Plan, . J

‘Bearing in mind the measures contained in the Operational Plan, authorizing
the conduct of Mid-decade -Regional and Global Reviews of the implementaticn of
the Vienna Programme of Action,

Recognizing that for Africa such a review would not only mean essentially
the review of the implementation of the Science and Technology Chapter of the
Lagos Plan of Action for economic development of Africa but would also be
invaluable to the ORU and ECA secretariats and the member States in their
efforts to implement the said Plan,

Aware of the catalytic role the Working Groups of the Intergovernmental
Committee of Experts for Science and Technology Development established by
Commission resolution 445 (XVII) and now required to undertake their tasks on
a subregional basis, can play in the development of endogenous African scientific
and technological capabilities and of the benefits that such Groups will derive
from the results of the review,

Having considered the fecommendations of the Intergovernmental Committee
of Experts for Science and Technology Development, made at its second meeting
held in Addig Ababa from 14 to 18 November 1983,

1. Approves the recommendations of the Intergovernmental Committee:

2. Calls upon all member St&teslto give full and active support to ECA
secretariat'ahd its co-operating agencies in this regard;

3. Requests all member States, the organizations of the United Nations
system and OAU to take these recommendations of the review into account in
their efforts to implement Chapter V of the Lagos Plan of Action as well as
‘the Vienna Proqramme of Action and its Oneratlonal Plan;
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4. Urges all member Statee, the OAU secretariat, the ECA secretariat
and other United Nations agencies to give active support to the activities
of the Working Groups;

" 5. ' Congratulates the ECA secretariat for the initiative taken to promote,
in co-operation with the govermment of the Republic of India, the development,
demonstration and use of technologies suitable for the rural areas in. Africa and
for the efforts made in collaboration with the African Regional Centre for -
‘Technology and the German Foundation for International Development to mobilize
the adaptive technology potential in the informal sector of African economies;

6. Expresses its gratitude and appreciation to the govermments of the
Republic of India and of the Federal Republic of Germany for the current
financial support provided and that prbmlSéd for the future respectively to
promote rural technologies and mobilize the adaptive technology potentzal in
African economies. )

e
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510 (XIX). Increasing Resource Allocation to Food and Agriculture in Africa
. .and ggglinigg Performance of the Sector o

Thé'Confetence of Ministers,

Recalling ECA resolution 462 (XVIII) of 2 May 1983 on the situation of food
and agriculture in Africa,

Having examined the report of the Lxecutive Secretary. on the intensive 3
study to ascertain the causes of the apparent discrepancy. hetween ‘the increasing
resource allocation to food and agriculture and the declining performance of d
that sector (E/ECA/CM.10/21), prepared in close collaboration with the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, .

Convinced that the study ig verv useful not only at the regional level
but aiso at the national level,

l. Expresses its appreciation to the Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Africa and the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and those who assisted them on the useful
work they have done;

2. Calls ypon member States to undertake such studies at the national
level and report thereon to the Conference of Ministers at its eleventh
gession:;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for
Africa and the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations to vrovide on reouest, within the limits of the resources
of their Organizations, such aporopriate assistance as will enable the members
States to carry out such studies;

4. Further reguests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission
for Africa to report to the Conference of Ministers at its eleventh session
the implementation of this resolution.
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511 (XIX). Africon Womsn and the World Conference to Review and fporaicse
the Achievemenis of the United Netions Docade for Womens
Teuwality, Development and Peace {1976-1985)

-

The Conference of Tinistcrs,
v

Congiderinx thz urgency for an effsctive intergovernmenial regional meeting

;! 4o prepare the WYorld Coaference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Eaquality,.
Developmont and Peace, o be held in Africa ot Nalrobi (Kenya) from 15 to 26
July 1384,

- Reiterating the need for a common African position at the World Conference,

Arpreciating the offorts mede by the Economic Commission for Africa in
ceteblishing subregional committees and the Africa Regional Co-ordinating
Cormitteze for the Integration of Women in Development to ensure the participation
of women in the deliberative systems of tho Commission,

Appreciative of the positive mile and guidence given by the subregional
committees and the Africa Regional Preperatory Co~ordinatizg Committce through
their various interventions znd resolutions towards the advancement of African
Women,

Taking notz of the report of the Tifth meeting of the Africe Regional
Co-ordinating Committee,

1. Urgeg member Stetes of ECAL to provido the subregional committees and
- the Africa Regional Co-ordingting Comnitice with th2 necessary financial
resources and support in order to implement the relevant programmes adophed;

* 2. Ixpresses ite gratitude for the offer made by tho United Republic of
' Tanzonia t9 host the Negiocnal Intcrgoveramental Preparatory Mesting for the
World Comnference to Review and Appraisc the Achievements of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Bguality, Development and Peuoe/Thlrﬂ Regional Conference
on the Integration of Wemen in Development at Arushe in September 1984;

3. [Reiterates its appreciation for the efforts being made by the
Goviermment of ¥znya in preparing for the World Conference and assures the
Government, women and people of Kenya of the full support of all African
women and their governmente in their efforts in hosting the Conference;
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4. TFurther R;iteLateg its call to African member States to fully
suppert-the Regional Intergovernmental Prenaratoxy Meetlng/Thlrd Regional
Conference and ensure their most effectlvc ‘and high~level pzrticipation at
the Conference;

5« Calls upon member States to contribute to the Special Trust Fund
for the 1985 World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of
the United Nations Decade for Women in order, inter alig, to facilitate
the participation of least developed member countries in the Regional
Intergovernmen al Preparatory Meeting and the World Conferences

6. Calls again upcn the secretariats of the ECA and the 0AU to redouble
their efforts to prepare jointly the Regional Intergovernmental Preparatory
'Meeting/Third Regionzl Coaference;

T. Drges the Regionel Intergovernmentol Preparatory Meeting/Third Regional
Conference to consider and odopt strategies for the implementation of measures
for the advancement of African women by the year 2000, espesially strategies'
concerning women under gpegriheid, refugese and displaced women, women in
agriculture znd food production, and women in industrial development, which
should bz submitted to thie Conference of Ministers at its eleventh meseting

~tnrough the Executive Secretary of the Bconomic Commission for Africa;

8. Reguests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
to report to the 6th meeting of the Africa Regional Co=ordinating Committes
nd the 11th meeting of the Conference of Miniszters on the implementation of
this resolution.

B
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512 (XIX). Women ond Development in 4frica: Mobilization of Human and
Financial Resources for the ECA Women's Programme Beyond the
United Nations Decade '

The Conference of Hinisters,

Aware that theAgoals and objectives of the Unifted Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace, have not yet been fully achieved
especially in Africa,

Noting with cencern that efforts made by member States and the
international community have not yet resulted in the full and equitable
participation of Africen women in the development process,

Considering the increasing needs of the national, subregional and
regional machineries for the integration of women in development, in human
and financial resources for the integration of African women beyond the
United Nations Decade,

Recalling General Lssembly resolution 33/142 of 20 December 1978 which
called on the Secretary-(eneral to increase the nmumber of women in United
Nations subject to geographical distribution, to 25 per cent over a four-
year period,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 37/235 of 21 December 1982
which requested the Secretary-General to intensify his efforts to implement
fully the provisions of resolutions 33/143 of 20 December 1978 and 35/210 of
17 December 1980,

Deeply concerned thzt the proportion of women in professional posts in
the secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa is ons of the lowest in
the United Nations Secretariat and falls far below the expectations and targets
set by the General Assembly,

Recalling Fconomis znd Sccial Council resolution 27/1978 of 5 May 1978
which recommended that the (eneral Assembly should tzke appropriate measures
to provids for the finsncial resources and personnel necessary for the
regional research and treining centres for women from the regular budget of
the United Nations,
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Recalling also resolution 21 adopted by the World Conference of the
United NMations Decade for Women: -Equality, Development and Peace, held
at Copenhagen, from 14 to 30 July 1980, and endorsed by General Assembly
resolution 35/136 of 11 December 1980, requesting the Secretary-Ceneral,
28 an interim meéasurc, to explore the possibility of redeploying vacant .
posts within the regional commissions to the women's programme, '

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 38/106 of 16 December 1983
which, inter glia, urged the Secretary-General, in consultation with the
Executive Secretaries of the regional commissions, to take urgently appropriate
measures to ensure that all temporary and permanent senior women's programme
officers posts were contimmed at the regional commissions within regular hudget
resources available to them,

Reiterating its call on African Govermmenis and national machineries to
ensure that their respective permanent missions to the United Nations and
delegations tc the Fifth Committee of the General Assembly dealing with
budgetary matters are well informed on the critical needs of African women
and to advocate greater support for the women's programmes by the United Nations,

1. Appeals to member States to take the necessary measures to ensure that
more women are recruited or promoted particularly fto senior level and decision-
making positions in the United Nations system;

2. Urges member States of ECA to provide the Subregional Committees and
the Africa Regional Co—ordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in -
Development with the necessary financial resource and support in order to
gstrengthen their reole os African intergovermmental organizations and subsidiary
organs of the Commiesion;

3. -Regquests member States -t0 ensure that middle and senior level women
are given every opportunity for training in the techniques of project design,
management and follow-up;

4. Calls upon African States and Govermments with qualified personnel to
make available such personnel to assist other countries in the spirit of
collective eelf-relionce and Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries
(TCDC) called for in the Lagos Plan of Actiom;

(
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5. Requests naticnal machineries for the integration of women in develop-
ment and the relevant departments of nlanning to ensure that projects involving
women are integrated in national development plans and take into full account

. the needs of poor urban and rural women;

. 6. Urages the Secretary-General and the Executive Secretary of ECA to do
all in their power to provide a coxe group of pests from reqular budget re-
sources, through the redeployment of vacant posts and the 1986/1987 regular
budget submission, to the African Training and Research Centre for Women and
the MULPOC Women's Programmes to ensure their long-term viability beyond the
United Nations Decade for Women;

7. Expresses its apbreciation to the United Nations Development Programme,
the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women, and the international
community for the financial and technical assistance given to the ECA women's
programme; ' .

. B. Calls upon the United Wations Development Programme, the Voluntary
Fund of the United Nations Decade for Vomen and all the other United Nations
agencies to increase their efforts to orovide technical assistance to African
women, including. appropriate training, scholarships and consultancy services,
and to ensure that this assistance is delivered in a timely and effective manner;

9. Stronaly requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission
for Africa to redouble his efforts to increase the number of African women in
the Commission, especially at the oolicy and decision-making levels;

10; Calls upon the Executive Secretary of ECA tc organize as soon as

.-possible a special pledging.conference for the regional and subregional women’s
- programmess
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513 (X1X). Pourth All-Africa Trade Fsir

The Conference of Ministérs,

Having considered the report of the Third Meeting of the Ministerial Follow-
up Committee on on Trade and Finance for the Development, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from
9 to 14 May 1984,

Bearing in mind the recommendations of the Lagos Plan of Action,

Recalling previous decisions taken especilally by the Conference of African
Ministers of Trade at its seventh meeting held in Addis Ababa from 1 to 4 February
1982, -

Conscious of the beneficial results yielded by previous All-Africa Trade
Fairs, held in Nairobi, Algiers and Khartoum for the purpose of stimulating
intra-African trade,

Weléoming the offer made by Togo to host the Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair,

. Recognizing with appreciation the financial contributions made by the OAU
Council of Ministers towards the organization of All-Africa Trade Fairs,

1. Decides to accept Togo's offet to host the Fourth All-Africa Trade
Fair in 1985;

2. Further decides that the following mermber States: Algeria, Angola, the Coxmgo
Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Guinea-Bissau, the Libyar Arab Jamahiriya, Malawi, Nigeria,
the Sudan {(previous host), Swaziland, Togo, Uganda and Zimbabwe shall constitute an
Organizing Committee for the Fourth All—Africa Trade Fair under the chairmanship of
Togo; )

3. (Calls upon the Executive Secretary to appeal to the Couneil of Ministers
of the DAU through the Secretary-General of the 0AU to continue to subsidize All-
Africa Trade Fairs particularly the Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair which is scheduled
to take place in Lome, in the Republic of Togo.
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514 (XIX). Association of African Trade Proﬁgtion Ogganiz&tions

The Conference of Ministers,

Having coﬁaidéred tﬁé;féport of the Third Meeting of the Ministerial ?E;
Follow-up Committee on Trade and Finance for Development, Addis Ababa,
Ethidpia, fror 9 to 14 May 1984,

, Noting with satigfaction the efforts exerted by the Asscciation of‘Africaa
Trade Promotion Otpanizations to realize its objectives and rdise extrabudgetary
finance for implementing its work programme,

. - Caonscious of the fact that the Association could make a considerable
contribution to the development of intra-African trade if givea adequate
encouragement and support from African countries,

Stroggij.agpeals to:

(a) all member States of the Association that have not paid their contri-
butions to the budget of the Association to do so without further delay;_riﬂ

(b) those African countries that have not yet joined the Association L0
do so as soon as possible. -

(¢) the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Secretary-General of the OAU
to continue to assist AATPO in its attempts to rwbilize external technical and

| financial absistance for the inplementation of its work progranme, LT

(d) EEC ITC, UNCTAD and other intermational organizations and doﬁbr '
countries to consider requests for technical and financial assistance by the
Assgsoclation faveourably.
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515 (XIX)., Establishment of the African Federation of Champers of Commerce

The Conference of Ministers,

Conbcious of the need for concerted and urpgent action on the measures outlined
in the Lagos Plan of Action 30 as to attain the goals of rapid collective gelf-
reliance and self-sustaining development and economic growth for African countries,

Recalllng Chapter VII, paragraph 250 (ii) of the Lagos Plan of Action, urging
governments tQ promote and facilitate the establishment .of national chambers of
commerce (where they do not exist), to include both State and private trading
companies, with a view to establishing subregional associations (wherever they do
not yet exist) and.to agree to facilitate the setting up of an African Federation
of Chambers of Commerce not later than 1985,

Convinced that nsational chambers of commerce and federations, associations
or unions of chambers of commerce can play a more vital role in expanding and
promoting intra-African trade,

Taking note with satisfaction of the efforts made so far by the national
chambers of commerce of the region, the Economic Commission for Africa .(ECA);:
the Association of® African Trade Promotion Organizations (AATPO) and. other. -
organizations and individual African countries towards the creation of the
Federation,

Further taking note of the report of the Third Meeting of the Ministerial
Follow-up Committee on Trade and Finance for Development, Add1s Ababa, Eth1op1a,
9~-14 May 1984, .

1. Calls upon African Gevernments to give full support to their national
Associations of Chambers of Conmerce so as to eunsure their effective participation
in the Federation of African Chambers of Commerce;

2. Further calls upon African national Associations of Chambers of Commerce
to decide without further delay to designate one national representative to
participate at the inaugural meeting of the Federation of African Chambers of
Commerce as required by the constitution adopted at the meeting of African
Chambers of Commerce held in Cairo in November 1983,

[}
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516 (XIX), Develogment_of Intra~African Trade

The Conference of Ministers,

Mindful of the cardinatl importance which the Lagos Plan of t.:tion and Final
Act attach to the promotion of intra-African trade as the mainstay of the African
strategy for sociu eccuumic development and collective self.reliance,

Conscious of the nzed for the creation and strengthening of African sub-
regional economic groupings with a view to establishing an African Common
Market by the year 1990, as required in the Lagos Plan of Action,

‘Bearing in mind the important contribution.made by the project financed by
UNDP on the development of intra-African trade and monetary and financial co-
operatlon in the pursuit of the above-named obJectlves,

Noting with satisfaction the results of that project in assisting in the
establishment of the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African
States, the Economic Commumity of Central African States and other supporting
institutions, and the strengthening of existing economic groupings,

Noting further the urgent need for continued assistance in the development
of these newly created institutions and the establishment of links among the
various economic groupings with a view to facilitating the gradual establishment
of an African Common Market,

Taking note of the report of the Third Meeting of .the Ministerial Follow-
up Commnittee on Trade and Finance for Development, held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
9 to 14 May 1984,

1. Deplores the fact that ECA does not have the necessary resources to
continue the project despite the encouraging results achieved so far in the
implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of lagos, parti-
cularly in the area of promoting intra-African trade;

2, Invites the me=er states of ECA to promote intra-African trade and to
fhc111tate such trade particularly the removal of non-phvs1ca1 barr1ers,

~3. Appeals to all African countries and African institutionms, especially
the African Development Bank (ADB) and the Arab Bank for Economic Development in
_Africa (BADER), to provide financial suppmort for activities in this field;

4., Expresses its gratitude to UNDP for having provided the necessary
financial resources for the implemelitation of the project between 1979 and 1982;

5. Requests the Governing Council of UNDP to review the results of the
project and reconsider the possibility of cont1nu1ng financial support so that
ECA may continue to assist African member States in the development of intra-
African trade and monetary and financial co-operation.
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517 (XIX). OAU and ECA assistance of African countries in
internztional negotiations

The Conference of Ministers,

'fﬁecalling the resolution on Africa's participation in international
negotiations which appears as Amnnex III to the Lagos Plan of Action;, in
particular the operative paragraph 3 of the said resolution,

’ "Considering the laudable efforts which the OAU and ECA secretariats have
made to apply this resolution, in particular, in providing logistical and-

technical support to the African countries in their preparation to participate

in international negotiations,

Taking note of the report of the Third Meeting of the Ministerial Follow-
up Committee on Trade and Finance for Development, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
9-14 May 1984,

1., Requests the ECA and QAU secretariats to 1nten51fy and improve their
technical and logistic support to the African countries not only during the
meetings and prepatatory phase preceding the: 1nternat1ona1 negotiations on
development issues, but also during the negotiations:themselves;

2. Calls upon the two secretariats to assist the African countries in
preparing for the international negotiations to define a stratepy consisting
of solutions to problems to be discussed;

3. Requests further, the two secretariats to provide the African Group
with all effective support in the course of international negotiations,
particularly in organizing regular consultation meetings to review the issues -

under negotiations and make the necessary changes in the strategy to be followed

in the light of the changing situation;

4., Once agéin calls upon the two secretariats to make an assessment of
the achievements of every international conference by analyzing the issues and
problems involved and pronosing appropriate measures te be undertaken by the

African countries with resmect to issues for which no solution have been found.

-
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518 (XIX), Hyman Settlements

The Cbﬁférence of Ministers,

Recalling its resolutions 316 (XIiI) of 1 March 1977 on the establishment of
the Intergovernmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements, 358 (X1v) of
27 March 1979 on institutional arrangements for Human Settlements and 408 (XVI)
of 10 April 1981 on the extension of the mandates of the above Intergovernmental

Regional Committee to include environmental matters,.

Further recalling resolution 8 (IV) of the fourth meeting of the Conference
of African Ministers of Industry of 26 November 1977,

Taking note of the General Assembly resolution 37/221 of 20 December 1982
on "International Year of Shelter for the Homeless", N

Having examined the report 1/ of the second meeting of the Joint Inter-
governmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment, held at
Addis Ababa from 16 to 19 January 1984 and the resolutions adopted at the
meeting, :

Appreciating the activities undertaken by the ECA for the development of
building materials and construction industries, ‘

Convinced that Housing and Construction needs remain a major constraint to
the development efforts of -all member States and that appropriate assistance
should be given continuously to them in their endeavours to remove those

‘constraints,

. 1. Endorses the report and resolutions adopted at the second meeting of the
Joint Intergovernmental Regional Committee on Humen Settlements and Environment;

2, Urges member States to take steps to implement jointly with the ECA
secretariat the svecific actions defined in the resolutions adopted by the Joint
Intergovernmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment;

3. Calls upon member States in co—operatibn_with the secretariat of ECA
to take necessary steps for a full and successful participation of the African
region in the activities of the "International Year of Shelter for the Homeless";

4. Recommends the strengthening of co-operation between the secretariat of
ECA, UNCHS, FAO, 1LO, UNIDO and all concerned NGOs and inter~-governmental .
organizations in order to promote human settlements activities in the African
region;

5., Requests the Executive“Secretary of ECA to take the necessary steps to
ensure satisfactory implementation of this resolution.

1/ E/ECA/HUS/ENV/2 or E/ECA/CM.10/13.
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519 (XIX). Evaluation, harmonization and/or merger of the act1v1tles of
African multinational institutions sponsored by ECA and OAU

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 4?7 (XVIII) establishing the Ad Hoc Committee on.
the evaluation, harmonization and/or merger of the activities of the African
multinational institutions sponsored by ECA and 0AU, which requested the
Committee to submit its report thereon to the tenth meeting of the ECA Conférence
of Ministers, and paragraph 264(1} of the Lagos Plan of Action,

Hav1ng considered the report of the Ad Hoc Comm1ttee,

1, Congratulates the Ad Hoc Cowm;ttee on its report and accepts the
findings and the recommendations contained therein, including the desirability.
of extending the life of the Ad Hoc Committee so as to enable it to complete its
work: ‘ - -

2, Invites all the member States of the Ad Hoc Committee to take part in
the work and 1nten51fy the1r efforts to 1mp1ement resolution 477 (XVIII);

3. Dec1des that:

(i) the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee is hereby extended for a .
further period of one - year so that it shall inter alia: :

{(a) visit the ECA and OAU-sponsored institutions which it had
been unable to visit, if necessary,

(b) make a more comprehensive study and make pos1t1ve and spec1£1c
suggestion for the co-ordination, harmonization and/or merger of the activities of
the ECA and QAU-sponsored institutions 1nc1ud1ng the p0551b1e d1ssulut10n of
some: ot those 1netitutions-' . L e

{ii) all the Ch1ef Executives of the ECA and OAU-sponsored institutions
shall, for the purpose of implementing resolution 477 (XVIII) present to the
Ad Hoc Committee relevant progress reports and information at a meeting to be held
between the former and the latter at the ECA'secretariat on dates in December 1984
to be notified by the Executive Secretary;

(iii) the Ad Hoc Committee shall submit its second report to the
eleventh meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers;

4, Requests the member States of the ECA and OAU-sponsored institutions as
a matter of urgency to give, as required by paragraph 264(ii) of the Lagos Plan of
Action, the necessary political and financial support to those institutions in
order to enable them to survive and function efficiently and effectively;

5. Further requests the Executive Secretary, the Secretary-General of OAU and
UNDP to give every possible technical and logistical support to the Ad Hoc Committee,

L
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520 (XIX). External Indebtedness of African Countries

The Conference of Ministers,

Recoggxzxng the rate at which the external debt of the Afrxcan countries
 has - ‘grown especially during the past four years and the difficulties which |
many African countries are experiencing in meeting their external payments
obligations,

_ Consclous of the need for concrete steps to be taken at natxonal reg;onal
and 1nternat10na1 levels to deal w1th the external debt sxcuatzoﬁ,

Hoti_& that a Regional Ministerial Meet1ng on External Indebtedness of
African Countries is planned to. take place in Addis Ababa from 18 to- 20 June
198& :

Mxndful of the need to ensure .that the meeting should be successful and of
the need to maintain the orxgxnal dates of the Ministerial Meeting from. 18 to 20
‘June 1984,

1. Decides that the Ministerial Meeting should be preceded by a meeting of
experts to analyse the critical issues and prepare its recommendations to the
Ministerial Meeting;

. 2. Further decides that the Méetlng of Experts should be held from 14 to
17 June 1984 and the Ministerial Meetlng from 18 to 20 June 1984;

. 3. Authorizes that the recommendat;ons of the Regional Ministerial Meeting
on Africa's External Indebtedneas should be submitted to the 1984 sugmer session
of the United Nations Economic and Social Council annexed to the ECA Spec1a1
Memorandum on African Economic Crisis.
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521 (XIX). Sessions of the Commission.

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling ECA resolution 330 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 on reatructurxng of
1ntergovernmenta1 machinery for development and co-operation in Africa and
in which it was decided that the Commission should. meet annually,. albelty on
an experxmental basis, R

N Recalling also that some of the reasons that led to the decxslon to
meet annually were (i) the-difficult ecomomic¢ conditions that were likely to
face the African region irn the 1980s; and (ii) the need to continue to work

aclosely wlthlthe Orgenlzatlon of African Unxty which meets annually,

Having considered the request by ECOSOC to its |ub31d1aty bod1es tﬁat
currently meet on an annual basis to consider adopting, on an experimental
basis, a biennial cycle of. meetingsy and to report on this in 1984,

i

Observing that the econcmic conditions facing the African region since
1979 have actually worsened and require more tham ever before closer co-
‘?operatlon -and regular consultatxons among member States, ...

Aware that the Un1ted Nations Economlc Commission for Afrzca is the only
regional economic body that has been charged with the responsibility of
sensitizing the Organization of African Umity and the international community
through the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly of the United
Nations to the general economic and social problems of the countries of the
region and hence need to monizor regularly the implementation:of the Lagos

. Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos, 1/ the current economic and social
- situation in the continent which demands consultations on a regular basis, and
the growing number of international mnegotiations calling for collective
African positions,

Aware further that the involvement of the Commission in the United Nations
planning, programming, monitoring and evaluation process requires that it
examines in one year or tihe other proposals for medium-term plans, programme
aspects of biennium programre budgets and performance reports on the implementa-
tion of the Commission biennium wo:l: programmes,

Decides to continue to meet on an annual basis subject to the practice
being reviewed at the twenty-third session of the Commission and fourteenth
meeting of the Conference of Ministers in 1988.

1/ A/S-11/14 Annex I and Annex II.

r
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522 (XIX). Strengthening subregional and regionmal co-operation

Theé Conference of Mlnxsters.

Recalllug ECA resolutlons 335 (XIV) of 27 March 1979, 418 (XVI) of
10 April 1981, and 450 (XVII) of 30 April 1983 on Multinational Programming
and Operational Centres (MULPOCs) and. its resolutiorn 479 (XVIII) of 3 May 1983
on the strengthenlng of MULROCs and the United Nations General Assembly -
resolution 37/138 of 17 December 1982 on the funding of the core staff of the
MULPOCs from the regular budget of the United Natioms, and taking note .°
of the catalytic role the MULPOCs have played and continue to play in assisting
member States towards the fulfilment of their commitment to the promotion of
subregional and regional co-operation and integration,

Recalling further the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos
adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization
of African Unity, meeting at its second Extraordinary Session devoted to the
economic problems of Afrlca, held at Lagos, Nigeria, on 28 and 29 April 1980,
particularly the provisions concerning the strengthenlng or creat1an, as -
necessary, of subregiomal and regional economic groupings as a first step
towardé the egtablishment of an African Economic Community by the year 2000,

" Further Tecalling with appreciation the contlnulng efforts to strengthen
further Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), established on
28 May 1975, the establishment of the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and

""Southern African States (PTA) on 21 December 1981, and the establishment of
"the: ‘Economic Commnity of Centrzl African States (ECCAS) on 18 October 1983,

Aware of the activities of thec various 1ntergovernmenta1 and other
subreg1onal organlzatlons concerned with the economic and social development
of the African region,

Noting with appreciation the overall assistance that the UNDP has given
to subregional and regional co-operation and integration in the African region
over the years,

Convinced of the continuing need to strengthen subregional and regional
co-operation and integration amongst the member States as a first step towards
the establishment of the African Economic Community called for by the year

-2000 under the Lagos Plan of Action and Final Act of Lagos,

1. Appeals to the member States that have mot yet done so to sign and
ratify the Treaty for the establishment of the Preferential Trade Area for
Eastern and Southern African States;
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2. Urges the member States that have signed the Treaty establishing the
Economic Community of Central African States to ratify the Treaty as soon as

possiblj

3. Appeals to member States to increage their support for the MULPOCs
by pledging generously to UNTFAD for general or specific projects and by
seconding, if possible, at their expense, experhs to the MULPOCs on short-
term basis;

4. Urge member States and Intergovernmental Organizations within each
subregion to use the MULPOCs in their respectlve areas as Executxng Agencies
for the implementation of specific projects,

5. Appeals oncé iore tdé the UNDP to provide financial support to the
operational activities of the MULPOCs in addition to the assistance currently -
extended to the Women's Programme in the MULPOCs;

6. Reguests the Executxve Secretary of the Economlc Cqmm1ss1on for- Afrlcg
to intensify his efforts to secure funds for the operational act1v1t1es of the’
HULPOCs,

7. Appeals to all United Natlons Spec1a11zed and other Agencies to give
f1nanc1al and other assistance to the African region in the implementation of -
subregional and regional projects whose final obgect;ve is the establishment of
an African Economic Community by the year 2000 in accordance with the Lagos Plan
of Action  and Fﬁnal Act of Lagos,

8. Calls qun all agencies of the United Nations System to collaborate more
closely with the MULPOCs in implementing theitr multinational subregional programmes
and projects,

A\ ~,!

-
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523 (XIX). Tourism

The Conference of Ministers,

Aware of the importance of tourism in social and economic development,

Conac¢ious that the growth of incra-African tourism requires collective .
s T - "
efforts at-the reg1ona1 Level 1n the spirit: of tne Lagos Plan of Actxon,

Notlng that an Afr1cau rezional conference on tourism and co-operation
is scheduled to take pldce in iliamey in October 1984

1. Urges member States to participate at the hlghest level in the :

forthcomlng African reg*oual ccnferencp on tourlsm and co-operatlon,
e L

2. Reguests the secretarxaf of ECA tc submit all ava11able studleé -

and documentation on the subject to the tonference.
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524 (XIX). ‘The Meetings of the Policy Organs of the MULPOCs
February/Aprii 1984

The Confarence of Ministers,

Recalling ‘its. resolution 511 (XI11) of 1 March 1977 on the establishment
of Myltinaticnal P-ogramaing &nd Operational Cenires {MULPOCs) with headquarters
at; Luqaka (Zambia); Gisenyi (Rwanda}; Yaoumde (CamerOOL), Niamey (Niger) and
Tangxers ~{Moroccoj,

Recalling further its resolution 296 (XIII) also of 1 March 1977 on
the iwmportance and necess1ty of economic co-operation,

\ e
Conscious of the vital role the MULPOCs play in promoting subreglonal

co-operation and integration of the member States in the framework of the
Lagos Plan of Action and ths Final Act of Lagos,

Avare of the work programmes adopted by the meetings of the MULPOC Council
of Ministers held at Conakry, Gurinea, 14 February 1984; Brazzaville, Congo,
27 to 29 Februacy 1984; Addis Abeba, 12 to 14 March 1984; Kinshasa, Zaire,
23 and 24 March 1984; and the meeting of Plenipotentiaries of the North African
MULPOC, Tangiers, Morocco, 31 March to 1 April, 1984,

1, Endorses the resoluticns of the MULPOC Council of Ministers and of
the North African Meering of Plenipotentiavies annexed hereto as Annex 1
(Lusaka); Annex Ii (Gisenyi); Annex III (Yaounde); Annex TV (Niamey) and
Annex V {Tangiers);

gratulates the Multinational Programming and Operatlonal Centres
(MULPDCs) on their achievements in the field of subregional economic
co-operation and integration and 1irges them to intensify their activities in
this field,

T
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525 (XIX).  Implementation of the International Deve lopment Strategy
‘ for the Third United Nations Development Decade

The Conference of Ministers,

-

Récalling United Nations General ‘Assembly resolution 35/56 of 5 December
1980, the Annex to which contains the International Development Strategy for
the Third United Nations Development Decade,

Recalling also United Nations General Assembly resolution 37/202 of
20 December 1982, which reaffirms the decision to carry out in 1984 the first
overall review and appraisal of the state of implementation of the policy
measures, as well as the realization of the goals and objectives, of the
International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development
Decade,

Recalling further United Nations General Assembly resolution 38/152 of
19 December 1983, which expresses its deep regret at the lack of progress in
the launching of global negotiations which are intended to be omne of the
principal instruments for facilitating the implementation of the International
Development Strategy,

Deeply concerned over the lack of real progress in the implementation of
the International Development Strategy in Africa,

Recalling that the primary objective of the strategy should be to promote
the development of developing countries in accordance with the objectives of
the new international economic order,

Convinced that coercive economic measures adversely affect the economies
of the developing countries and their efforts in the field of economic and
social development and seriously impede the implementation of the International
Development Decade,

Noting that for the implementation of the International Development
Strategy to be successful, measures should be taken to build confidence in
international economic relations,

1. Uxges the Governments of the member States of the Commission to renew
their efforts for the purpose of removing obstacles to the implementation of the
major goals and objectives of the Strategy;
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2, Invites States members of the Commission to bring to the attention
of the summer session of the Economic and Social Council in 1984 the views
of the countries of the African region regarding the causes which. impede the
achievement of the major goals and objectives of ‘the Strategy;

' 3. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare a progress report on the
implementation of the International Development Strategy in the region and to
submdt it to the Commission at 1ts twent1eth session.

SAE
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526 (XIX), African Economic and Social Crisis

The Conference of *tinisters,

Gravely concerned ahout the deepening econoric and soclal crisis in Africa
and its grave implications for the peoples and economies of the continent,

Having carefully ansiyzad the nature, causes and impact of the current

- economic and social crisis as well as the measures necessary to deal with the

crisis as contained in FCA Snecial HMemorandum on Africa’s Economi: and Social
Crisis,

Aware of the vatrious sctivities and pfqgrammes already being undeftaken by
the African peconles and Governments to deal with the current crisis,

1. Adopts the ECA fpecial Memorandum on Africa's Economic aud Social Crisis;

2, Strongly appeals to all African memher States to rally behind the
efforts of the UM Sccretary-General and to participate at the Second 1984 ECOS50C
segsion at Ministerial level in order to mobilize support for this Special
HMemorandum;

3. Commends the decision of the 40th ordinary session of the Council of
Winisters of the Organization of African Unity on the current crisis in Africa
vhich requested the ECA Conference of Minilsters to consider the United Nations
Secretary-Ceneral's initiative and make recommendations thereon to the 4lst
ordinary session of the Council of Ministers and to the 20th ordinary assembly of
Heads of State and Govermment of tha Organization of African Unity;

4, Appreciates the efforts taken by the Secretary-Gemeral of the United
Kations and the Director-—General of the Feod and Agricultural Organization of the
United Nations and implores them to continue to enlist the support of the
international community for the cfforts of member States;

5. Recognizes that vhile tie primary responsibility for dealing with the
criasls lies with the Governments and Peoples of Africa, the magnitude and severity
of the crisis make the specdy an? appropriate response by all members of the
international community, the V¥, its relevant organs and specialized agencies and
other relevant institutions, as well as the significant improvement of the
International cconomic environment necessary conditions for the effective solutions
of the current crisis; .

6. Calls upon all memhers of the international community, the UN, its
relevant organs and speclalized agencles and relevant institutions, to take
urgent and approprilate measures, as contained in ECA Special Memorandum, to
assist African member States in dealing cffectively with the current crisis;
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7. Notes with satisfaction the apnointment of Dr, Adebayo Adedeji, ECA
Executive Secretary, as his Speclal Representative on the Economic and Social =
Crisis in Africa as well as the establishment of the Mairobl Office and the
useful work which this Office has already undertaken;

- 8. Expresses its deep appreciation tec the Executive Secretary of the _
Fconomic Commission for Africa for having helped the Conference of Ministers to
prepare the ECA Special Memorandum on Africa's Fconomic and Social Crisis and
commends him for the high quality of the document and the depth and
comprehensiveness of thc analysis and proposals therein;

9. Requests the Executilve Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
to transmit the ECA Specilal Memorandum on Africa's Economic and Social Crisis
and its annexes to the United Nations Economic and Secial Council, and appeals
to ECOSOC to givc this Special Memorandum the solerm and serious consideration
it deserves and to take appropriate measures to assist the African member States
in averting the impending catastrovhe: :

10, F¥urther requeats the Secretary-General of the OAU to transmit the
Special Hemorandum and annexes to the 20th Assembly of the Heads of State and
Govermment of the Organization of African Unity,

o

-
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527 (XIX). §pecial Appeal to the London Summit of Seven Major Industria;;;ed
Countries of June 1984

The Conference of Ministers,

Having reviewed once again the economic and social crisis which has
_engulfed the whole of Africaand the serious impact which it has on the social and
' economic ‘conditions of the African people,

. Gravely concerned by the deterioration in the economic and social l*!uation
of the Afr{can countries triggered by. the unprecedented drought which now
affects 34 African countries, and the devastating impact of the global economic
recp-aion. _

EESEEBEEEEE.that the primary responsibility for the development of our .
econcnies rests with our Governments and our Peoples,

o Further recognizing that the scale and the complexity of the pfbblem.
‘makes it Aifficult for the African countries to deal with it by themselves
and that there is therefore an urgent need for massive assistance from the
'international ccmmunity,

Commending the initiative of the Secretary-General of the Unlted Nations
in bringing to the attention of the international community the present sexious
and devastating economic crisis in Africa, and noting with satisfaction the
appointment of Dr. Adebayo Adedeji, Executive Secretary of the Economic Cimmission
for Africa as his special representative on the present African economic crisis
with the establishment of a temporary office in Nairobi to assist in dealing
" with the crisis,

1. Strongly appeals to all Heads of State and Government Participating
at the London Sunmit of Seven Major Industrialized Countries to be held in .~
June 1984 .fo come to the assistance of the African countries through the
mnbilization of massive resources to deal with the present economic and social
crisis in Africa;

_ ‘2. ' Expresses its appreciation to those member countries of the inter-

national community who have taken special measures to implement the decisjons
‘ adopted at the earlier meetings of the United Nations Confereéhce on Trade and
Development to meet the aid targets of 0.7 per cent of their’ Gross National .
Prodqct in official development assistance to developing countries, and 0.15
'per cent to the least developed countries, of which African LDCs constitute
the majority.

3. Further expresses its deep appreciation to those bilateral and
multilateral donors who have responded favourably to the initiative of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations on the economic crisis in Africa;

4. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to transmit this
resolution to the London Summit of Seven Major Industrialized Countries to be
held in June 1984. -
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528 (XIX). Meteorological services to combat drought in Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 473 (XVIII) of 2 May 1983 on the climatic situation
and drought in Africa, '

Noting Ecomomic and Social Council resolution 1983/68 of 29 July 1983 on the
Climatic Situation and Drought in Africa,

) Aware that the drought in Africa is a terrible affliction which has caused
“suffering among hundreds of thousands of African people, -

_" E Y

Notes with appreciation the statement of the Secretary-General of the World
Meteorological Organization to the Conference of Ministers om the meteorological
and climatic aspects of drought in Africa,

ealizing that drought is a recurring climatic, non~-periodic phenomenon which
cannot be currently predicted accurately by cycles or trends and must be studied
acientifically, .

Cousidering that practical and useful steps can be taken now to help African
countries make better use of existing weather and climatic data and techniques to

combat drought,

Being convinced that increased efforts on the causes, characteristics and
prediction of drought in Africa - both physical and statistical - will assist the
Aftrican Govermments concerned to prepare long-term plans to mitigate the effects
of possible future drought, especially from the point of view of optimum land use,

Recognizing that the avallability of adequate meteorological and climatological
information is essential to carry out reliably these gtudies,

Noting also with satisfaction the results of the AGRHYMET Programme being
implemented by WMD in the Sahel for the Inter-State Committee for Fight againnt
Drought (CILSS), ' d

1. Urges member States to support the balanced development of their national ,
Meteorological Services, thereby ensuring that these Services can make their fullest &
contribution to serve the socio-economic development in their respective countries
in order to assist the African Governments on & Sound sclentific basis, in their
efforts to mitigate the effects of drought, and other weather-related disasters as .
well as in the major efforts for the raticnal exploitation and conservation of their
natural resources (particularly vegetation, water, marine and energy resources)
and the solution of related environmental problems;
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2. Invites memher States to:promote individually and collectively.their
efforts in atmospheric science research, particularly to those problems of
relevance to the weather and climatic anomalles cccurring in Africa and to the
application of meteorclogy to socio-economic activities;

3. Invites further the member States to consider fostering their co-operation
and collaboration in the field of meteorological research,.

4. Requeésts the Exécutive Sectétary to study ‘with WMO and other concerned:
United Nations Organizations and specialized agencies the feasibility of eéstablish-
ing an advanced centre for meteorology in Africa or any other alternative
institutional mechanism and to submit the study to the twentieth session of the
Econcmic Commission for Africa; :

5. "Requests the Executive Secretary to ensure the co-pperation of ECA in
all projects which WMO 1is considering for all drought-stricken regions in Africa
including projects such as the AGRHYMET Programme.
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529 (XIX). A Substantial Assessment of the Roundtables and Consultative
" Group Heetingﬁ

The Confefence of Hinisters,

Recalling paragraphs 111 and 113 of the SNPA recommending the setting up

of national mechanisms for regular and periodic review and imnlementation of
the SNPA :

Further recalling ite resolution 482 (XVIYI) on the First Round uf Review ?;fi
meetings for African least developed countries, too,

Noting with concern that the review meetings so far organized have not
totally met the expectations of the least developed countries,

Aware of the 1mportance of the Mfid=-Term Global Review of the progress in e
the implementation of the SNPA to he held in September/October 1985 under the
ausplices of UNCTAD

1. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to urgently prepare an appropriate
framework to enable African LDCs to assess the Implementation of the SNPA and to
forward on time the individual country's assessment to the ECA secretariat;

2. Reauest the Executive Secretary of ECA in collaboration with UNDP
and the World Bank to make an assessment of the Roundtables and Consultative
Group Meetings so far organized, before the next meeting of the ECA Conference
of Ministers of African 1LDCs,





