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L _I-NTRODUCTION- -

: _ 1 - The stafﬁng sxtuatlon of the ECA Statlsucs Division: durmg the 1994 1995 blenmum was

~more or less the same as in the 1992- 1993 blenmum ‘except that the post of Chief, Statistics

- 7D1v1510n became vacant on 29 December 1994 and remamed vacant throughout the second half of

© the blenmum The D1v1s1on had, on average, 95.1 per cent of the total of professional work

- originally provided for it in the Work programme budget as agalnst 90 5 per cent during the
 biennium 1992-1993. A Tist of prof_eSSronal staff of the I)1v1510n is. attached as Annex I.

2. R is propoSed that the Conference should review the ECA'Statis"tical activitics during. the
‘biennium 1994-1995 on the basis of the relevant work programme given in Annex II, and consider
the. approved 1996- 1997 work programme (Amlex III) )

m 'WORK PERFORMANCE 1994-1995 a

‘3. . The objectives of the staustlcal component of the subprogramme as stated in the Medium-
" Term Plan for 1992-1997 are: {a) to strengthen the capacmes of institutions at natlonal sub—regloﬂal
- and regmnal levels for data gathermg, processmg, analysis and dtssemmatlon -and (b) to develop
and maintain specialized macro- and micro- economlc stattsttcal data ‘bases. '

4. The utlhzatlon of the actual resources. availabie under the regular budget during the 1994-
1995 blenmum was as follows: substanttve activities 59.2 per cent; operatlonal act1v1tles 8. O per

cent; non—quantlﬁable act1v1ttes 7.8 per cent and mtermedlate activities 14.8 per cent. The balance
. of available resources- (5.3 per cent) was utﬂtzed to 1mplement addlttonal activities (3.4 per cent)

~ and activities carried over from the prevrous biennium (1 9 per cent)
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A. Measurablelguantiﬁahle activities and outputs

5. Ofthe total number of activities quantrﬁed in the narratrve of the Programme Budget for the
. | 1994~1995 biennium, 98. 5 per cent were 1mp1emented These 1nc1uded Support to the elghth session

- of the Jomt Conference of Afncan Planners, Statisticians and Demographers the preparation and. .

' drssermnatlon of various recurrent and non—recurrent publrcatlons for. example ‘Framework for *

Momtonng Stat1st1ca1 Development in Africa; Afrrcan Statistical Yearbook; African Socio-economic )
Indrcators Africa in Figures; Forelgn Trade Staustrcs for Africa - Series A: Direction of Trade;
'Forelgn Trade Statistics for Afrlca - Series C: Summary Tables; Aﬁ‘lcan Compendmm of
: En_vr_ronm_ent Statistics; etc. Also disseminated were computer printouts; drsk_ettes of data on ECA
 member- States as gross domestic _prt_)dlict,"_ intemational trade, public finance, agrieolmre; industry, |

transport and communications, tourism, the environment, .eic.
6. - The following outputs/activities were added for the reasons given:

- .Support to the Workshops on C1v11 Reg1strat10n and Vital Statlstlcs Systems Co— B
‘ sponsored by the Uruted Nat:rons Statrstlcal Division (UNSD) the United Natlons
"Populatron Fund (UNFPA), the World Health Orgamzatlon (WHO) and the
Internatronal Institute for Vital Reglstratron and Statistics (IIVRS) ‘The Workshop
for Enghsh—speakmg African countries was held in Addis Ababa Eth1op1a 59
December 1994, and that for French—speak]ng Afrrcan countrres m Rabat Morocco, :
48 December 1995. . '

7. . The purpose was 0. provrde Afncan perspectlves to the Intematronal Programme for
| Acceleratmg the Improvement of C1v11 Reglstratlon and Vital Statistics Systems '

- Support to the First Jomt Conference of the Internatronal Assocratron for Ofﬁcral
' Statistics (IAOS) and the African Statistical Assocratron (AFSA) 20-26 May 1995. |
Two workshops were orgamzed as part. of the Conference, The first on Momtormg
'Lrvmg Conditions and Poverty, _was orgamzed by Stattsttcs Norway in collaboratlon _
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‘with' the World Bank the . second Workshop on Prmc;ples of Effecnve Data
Interpretatlon and Presentation was orgamzed by Statistics Canada '

8. . The Conference was attended by 131 parﬁcrpants representrng 23 African countnes 12
countries outside Afnca and 16 agenc1es and institutions compnsmg Umted Nations agencies,
' mtergovernmental and non-governmental orgamzations The 0rgan1zat10n of Afncan Umty (OAU) ‘

'partlcipated in the Conference

9. The purpose of the Conference which had the theme "Managmg Development in the 19903 .
and Beyond: New Trends in Statlstlcs “was to. further the role of statistics in developmg countries,
in Affica i in particular, and to create a better understandmg and cooperation between statisticians

B 'working in Africa and those workmg outmde the region

- .R'egiona_l'Surveyl_of Statis,_ticaI -Organization and Training, 1994.

~10.  The action, unclertaken within the framewofk of activities of the Coordinating Committee :
on African Statlstical Development Sub-committee on Training, had as ob]ective the survey of
Directors of Natlonal Statistrcal Offices in order to-find out: (a) their opinions of the quantity,' |

: quahty and relevance of tra.mlng available to them to meet their training peeds; and (b) the
orgamzational relationships between various parts of therr Nanonal Staﬂstical Systems (NSS)

_B. Non—-guantifial)le activities "
11. About 7.8 per cent of the actual work months available dunng the 1994 1995 b1enn1um were o

-used for non- quanuﬁable actrvmes

- 12, Under this category of activities, it should be mentioned that the Statlstics D1v151on contmued

~ to manage the Secretariat of the Coordlnatmg Committee for African Statrstical Development'
(CASD), and during the 1994-1995 biennium, it prov1ded substantive support to the fourth and fifth -
* " meetings of CASD as well as' meetings of the CASD Sub—commit_tees_on Training;  Research,
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: __Methods and Standards Data Processmg, and Organlzatlon and Management of N attonal Statistical

. Systems the Third Internatlonal Conference on Populatton and Development (ICPD 94) and the first -

Joint Conference of the Intemattonal Association for Ofﬁclal Statrstrcs (IAOS) and the African =
: Statlstrcal Assoc1at:10n (AFSA) In addrtton resources were used m the coordmatton off statrsttcal
| actrvrtles at the global level through parttc1patton in the Umted Nations. Stattstrcal Commission; the |
ACC Sub-committee on Statisttcal Activities and in the 1mp1ementat10n of spectfic projects in ‘_ :

statrstrcs such as the 1993 System of Natrons Accounts (SNA) '

13. Aetiv_ities_relating. to the CASD and its Snb—eommitteesfhnve a direct impact on the overall
 subprogramme. The CASD is helping to coordinnte the. effOrts now being made to reVitniiie and
develop the Affrican statistical network within the framework of the Strategy for the Implementatlon
of the Addrs Ababa Plan of Actlon for Stattsttcal Development in Afrlca in the 1990s.

'C.  Operatiopal activities

14 Meeti.ngs_: The operational activities mostly reqneSted by member States include advisory
- services and the organization of training seminars and workshops. During the first half of the
'-‘blennnnn workshops were held on Statrstrcal _Computing and Strategres for Acceleratmg the
o Improvement of Civil Regrstratron and Vital Statistics Systems. However due to the
1n1p1ementatlon of the- specral measures related to the ﬁnanctal situation. of the United Natlons -'
Secretarlat during the later part of the second half of the brenr_num, ‘the workshops on Stz__ms_trcs on -
: _-S_e‘rvices in'_th_e Informal sector of DeVeloping'Countr*ies;__ and the Regional Wor_ki_ng Gronp on
. recommendations on the 2000 Round of Population and Housing Censuses in. Africa, -which had
‘been scheduled for that period were postponed to the first half of the 1996- 1997 brenmum Also _
B postponed to the same period was the Workshop on the Implementatton of the 1993 System of
'_ ~Natignal Accounts (SN A) (Frenchnspealqng African countries) and. the ECA/UNSD Workshop on
‘ Environmental Statistics, Indicators and Accounting (Enghsh—speakmg African countnes) The first _
workshop postponement was due to the lack of a sufficient number of pos1t_1ve__responses towards
participation in the meeting from member States by the deadline for receipt of such res_ponses; (an
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| 'apprecmble number of pos1t1ve response were recelved after the deadhne) The Workshop on

- Envuonment Stat1st1cs was postponed due to resource constraints.

'

15. Enviro'nment Statistics'* Durmg the’ biennium, activities m ‘the area of envzronment Co

' statistics were mtens1ﬁed in order to help member States. (a’ selected number for a. start because of
hmtted resources) to improve their coverage of envzronment statistics as an mtegral part of regular
statlstrcal activities. ~ The ultunate a1m is to help countrres in- estabhshmg/developmg and
_ strengthenmg national capabﬂrtles in the ﬁeld of envnonment statistics by addressing conceptual,
.methodologrcal and mstltutronal aspects of the collectlon - compilation, ana1y31s and mterpretatlon
of the natural and man- made envnonment ‘

16. Iﬁ this connettion, a consultant was recruited on: \'short—term under' 4 Dutch Government-

~ financed pro;ect on. Development and lmprovement of envnonment stahstrcs in Africa. Durmg the
- first part of the ass1gnment the consultant undertook missions to two member States in order to:
1) analyze activities undertaken so far by these countrles in the field of environment statistics,
. and ii) prepare a case study on further steps to be taken in the formulatlon/strengthemng of nat;onal
programmes on envrronmcnt statistics.

L. ‘WORK PROGRAM_ME 1996-1'997 |

' _17. > Annex 1 shows the work programme as contamed 111 the 1996~1997 Proposed Programme g

Budget It should be mentioned that as a result of reduction in cost structures a number of activities
~ in the orlgmal proposals for the programme budget have been omitted. These concern especially

- the. operatronal act1v1t1es mcludmg seminars, workshops and group training etc. for which it was

decided that no regular budget resources would be alloca,tcd, and that they . would not be included

~in the programme budget if there were no firm. 1nd1catlon of the extrabudgetary resources to fund _

thcm. . . o : . ) e ..! ,

- 18. In accordance with the revtsed Medrum—’rerm Plan for the penod 1992 1997, the title of the

. subprogramme has been changed to "Statistical and Informatlon Systems Development The new
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- 'subprogramme subsumes the acnvrtles of the former subprogramme "Stattstlcal Development and.
~ part of the subprogramme " Development Issues and Pol1c1es '

19. The subprogramme places emphaSIs on assrstmg countries in estabhshmg and/ or developmg
a durable structure for the collectron processmg, analysrs and drssemrnatron of mtegrated :

' demographlc socral E:COIIOIIIIC and environment statistics as well as other development mformatlon
'developmg the statrstlcal data reqmred for planmng, monitoring and evalnatrng social and- economic

development developmg national statistical expertise; developmg natronal data and information. :
processing: capablhtles espec1ally through estabhshment of national databases (as constituents of
subreglonal and regronal databases), national mformatton centres and, enhance the use of modern

" information technology, nnprovmg the quahty, relevance, tlmehness and mtercountry comparabrhty.
and exchangeabﬂrty of  the data being collected, through harmomzatlon of standards and -

methodologles and strengthenmg, developmg and ‘maintaining nlultlsectoral and other development ) '

information databases to be: disseminated to. all the. member States and to interested development
' planners and researchers the access to these databases will be w1dened through electronic medra and
o eventually chrect access will be made poss1b1e through the planned network lmkages

IV WORK PROGRA'MME 1998:1999

20..  Inview of the renewal programme at ECA, whrch wrll 1nd1cate the strateglc d1rect10ns for

- ECA’s future act1v1t1es no proposals for the Work programme 1998- 1999 are mcluded in this -

document .

V. CONCLUSION .

.21 The Conference is 1nv1ted to review the act1v1tres wrthm the statlstlcal component of the _

subprogramme and make comments and suggestions on their 1n1plementatlon durmg the biennium

_1994—1995 and on the: act1v1t1es planned for the penod 1996-1997.
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LIST OF PROFESSIONAL STAFF OF ECA STATISTICS DIVISION

1 REGULAR BUDGET STAFF

. Ofﬁ_ce of the-(l_hlg :
" Chief of the Division : _ . Vacant
Sta stlcal Déve_ m nt Sec ion

' Chief of Seetion

| -Chief,',Denipgraphic and
Social Statistics

Chlef Statzstlcal Data
-Base

- Er'rwiro‘r‘_lme.nt Statistician

_Demographic'S_tatistiCian _

. Associate Statistician
. (statlstlcal database)

i

ECOI]OII!IQ Statlstlcs Sectlon

~Chief of Section

. Statistician (Trade)

ALE. Cummmgs—Palmer

(Slerra Leone)

" Rene Rakotobe
(Madagascar) .

 AM. Farazi

(United Kingdom)

 Christine Kronauer :
- (Federal Repubhc of Germany)

K. K Bockor
(Togo) -

A, M. Bakyono "
(Burkina Faso)

K. Cassamaj or

- {Guyana)

A. K Amelewonou
(TogO)

| E.F. Chmg anda.
(Malawi) '

ot Replaces temporarily . Ms. Kronauer who had been seconded to

a UNDP progect in ngerla
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- Statistician (Industry) |

Statistician (national accounts)

Associate Statistician (Prices)

| V. Tankou.

(Cameroon)

- s Traoré
_ (Mah)

AP Ngwako
- (Botswana)

. UNFPA COUNTRY SUPPORT TEAMS / UNFPA-CST

. CST - Addls Ababa :

Reglonal Adviser in-

'-De-mographic Statistics

. Regional Adviser in Pata

Processmg/Database Management

_ 'Reglonal- Adviser in Samphng_ _ |

| Reglonal Adviser in Demographlc. .

CST Dakar

- Statistics

Reglonai Adv1ser in Data -'
Processing/ Database Management

Regtonai.-Adwser in Census
Cartography/Automated Mapping

‘Regional Adviser in Sampling

'CST—Harare'

Reglonal Adv1ser in Demographlc
Statistics :

E.A. Colecraft

(Ghana)

Jean-March Hié
- (Cameroon)

" 1.O. Onsembe
_(Kenya)

' .Hamady'Sow
- (Mali)

" R. De Clercg
(Belgium) -

0. -Boctnim
(Mali)

A Maj*ouya o

(Congo)

Jacob Tayo

(Cameroon)




chi'onal. Adviser in Census.
Cartography/Automated Mapping

~ RiR. Tripathi
- _(Ir_zdia) '
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ANNEX II

R ' WORK PROGRAMME FOR 1994-1995
- Activities R |

;1. Parliamentary services

_ (a) - Ten repoxts to the Conference of African Planners Statlstrmans and Populatlon and
Informatron Specrahsts on: ECA statrstlcal actlvmes (1992-1993), work programme (1994 1995) and
provisional ‘work programme (1996 1997) (1994),*/_ Selected issues on-the: 1mp1ementat10n of the
: Addls Ababa Plan of Actlon for Statistical Development in :Africa in the 19905 {1994)%;

: Methodolog;cal and technologrcal developments in the 1990 round of populatron and hOusmg
- censuses in Afrrca (1994);* The 1993 System of Natlonal Accounts: selected issues regardmg 1ts
_ 1mp1ernentat16n in the African region (1994),* Role of Statistical Information Systems (SIS) in

“planning, momtormg and evaluatlon of nahonal socio-economic ‘development (1994);* Evaluatron

'of 15 years of the Statistical Trammg Programme for Africa (STPA) (1994) ¥ C1v11 regrsu‘atlon
: systems data collectlon analysrs and uses (1994)* Importance of informal sector statistics for
' development plannmg (1994).* ' ' | |

2. Puhlished' materials

. (@) Twelve recurrentpubhcatlons Statrstlcal Newsletter ﬂar-annual), Drrectory ofAfncan '
 Statisticians (biennial, 1994); Dlrectory of electronic datd processmg centres and: experts and |
. statrstlcal data bases in Africa- (1995) African Statistical Yearbook: 1992- 1993 isste (Volume I,
| 1994; Volume 11, 1995); African Socio-gconomic Indicators (annual)™; Afnca in ﬁgnres (annual)*
‘Foreign Trade Statistics for Afrrca Series A: Direction of trade (blenmal 1994), Foreign Trade
Statistics for Afrrca Series C: Summary tables (brenmal 1995), Afrrcan Compendlurn of
Envn‘onment Statlstrcs (blenmal 1995), Directory of statlstlcal training centres and assocrate centres

 */ High priority
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participating ‘in the Stntistical Training Programnie for 'Africa' "(biennial 1994)' ‘Directory of -
 statistical trammg centres not part1c1pat1ng in -the Statlstrcal Tralmng Programme for Afrlca
(brennral 1995). - -

(b) " 14 non—recurrent pubhcatlons Rev1ew of progress in: (1) postgraduate and )
spec1ahzed statlsttcal training in the Afrrcan reglon (1994); (ii) Development of envrronment'
- statistics in the African region (1995); Research ‘at national . stat1st1cal services and ‘centres _
' _part1c1patmg in the Statrstrcal Trammg Programme for Afrrca (STPA) (1995); Guidelines for the '
. improvement . of statistics on the sﬁuatzon of chrldren in Africa (1994); Guidelines. for the
1mprovement of statistics on aglng and elderly petsons in Africa (1995); Use of mrcro-computers
and related software packages for processmg foreign trade statlstlcs in African countles (1994); | _
- 'Compﬂauon of energy balance sheets i m Afnca practlces and. methods (1994); Implementatron of -
, the Internatlonal Companson Proyect (ICP) m Africa: progress and selected issues (1994), Review
of coverage, qualrty and tlmelmess of tourrsm statistics -in Afrlca (1995); Approaches © the
* measurement of selected demographrc and soc1al mdlcators (1995 ); Statistical data bases: the rmpact
.. of new technology on. development of natlonal statrsttcal systems 1n the African region (1994),
: Estabhshment and 1mprovement of development mforznatron systems in Afrrca (1995)

: (© Tec_hnic‘al material: Computer 'printout_s of annual statistical indicators on:
 International trade (1994 and 1995); Nationat accounts (1994 and 1995); Prices (1994 and 1995);
" Sectoral deﬂators/mﬂators for natlonal accounts (1994 and 1995) Pubhc finance (1994 and 1995),
: Agnculture (1994 and 1995); Transport and commumcattons (1994 and 1995); Tourism (1994 and |
1995), lndustry, energy and constructon (1994 and 1995); Environment (1994 and 1995)
Demographic and social mdlcators (1994 and 1995), Development, mamtenance and dlssennnatlon
of COmputerized deta bases: ECA multi- sectoral statistical data base. Other techmcal matenal _
" Statistical annex to the Survey of Economic and Social Conditions in Afrlca (1994 and 1995) _
_ " Dlstrlbutlon on request, of statistical software to rnember States, under the "clearing-house”
B . azrangements of CASD (on~gomg actlvrty) '
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3. Inform_ation materials and services: :

. Statistical wall charts and graphs (1994 and 1995); Promotlonal materlal for commemoratron
| of African Statistlcs Day 18 November (1994 and 1995).

4 .Operat_ional activities

_' (a) 'AdVisory services missions in support of programmes on: Statlstical developmentand |

. training at national, subreg1ona1 and reglonal levels;*/ Development and maintenance of national

statistical data bases Improvement of mternatlonal trade statistics; Applymg the 1993 System of -
: natlonal accounts and improving the quahty of the basic econonnc statistics needed for their
~ compilation as well as development pohcy formulanon and planmng* Settmg up integrated systems_
of industrial, energy and constructlon statlstlcs and i nnprovmg the coverage and tlmelmess of these _ |

: _data Improvmg demograplnc and social StatlsthS ‘with special emphams on 1mprovement of data

on women chlldren youth and the disabled; Estabhshmg and/or 1mprovmg envnonment statlstrcs
in natlonal statlstlcal ofﬁces ' S '

(b) Four workshops on: Stat:stlcal compumlg selected issues (1994) (XB); |
.-\Implementatlon of the 1993 System of National Accounts in Afncan countries (1995);* The
blenmal meetmg of dlrectors of centres partlcrpatmg in the Statrstlcal Training Programme for
' Africa (1995) (XB) Improvement and development of envuonment statrsucs in Afnca (1994)

_ () Field.ProjectS' Statistical development programme for Afnca Reglonal adv1sory:
service in demographm statistics. : '

- # High priority.
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5 _Co—otdinati_on',_ harmonization and liaisoﬁ i

Partzczpatlon in the meetmgs of the ACC machmery on statlstlcal 1ssues part101pat10n in .
~ other techmcal co-ordination meetmgs of the UN system and other mtematlonal orgamzatlons in the
field of statlstlcs and other development information. ' '
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' ANNEX III :
PROPOSED WORK PROGRAMME 1996 1997

. Parliamentary services.

( ) Parhameﬂtary documentatron One report to the ECA Conference of Ministers on
the Implementatlon of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statlstlcal Development i in Africa i inthe
1990s (1996) Four reports to the Conference of African Planners Statisticians and Populatlon and
| Informatlon Spec1a11sts on: Statistical needs assessment and strategy development the Affican
experience (1996); Implementatlon of the 1993 System of Natlonal Accounts in the. Afrlcan reg1on
(1996); The Coordmatmg Committee on Afncan Statistical Development (CASD) and its sub-
committees: Malor achievements and selected issues (1996), ECA statisttcal acttvmes (1994-1995),
approved work programme (1996-1997) and work programme (1998- 1999) (1996) '

R '(l)) Substantwe servicing of the Conference of Afncan Planners, Statlstlcmns and :
. Populat:on and Information Spec1ahsts (1996)

2. Published matorials

- (a) Twelve recurrent pubhcat;ons Statistical newsletter (br—annual) Africa mﬁgures '
: (annuai) Intra-Afncan Trade Statistics (blenmal), (1997); “African Statistical Yearbook, 1995,

* Volume T (1996), Volume If (1997); African Compendmm of Envrronment Statistics (biennial)

(1997);. Directory of Statistical Data Processmg Capacrtres and Databases in Africa (blennral),
(1997); Promotional matenals for commemoratlon of Afncan Statistics Day - 18 November (1996
and 1997) ‘ : '

' (b) Seven non—recnrrent publlcauons Possible alternatlve approaches to populatron

- censuses in Africa (1996);. National experiences in the formulatlon of staustrcal development plans_ .
(1997),- ‘Ava1lab111ty, estimation and management of .data in Afn_can countries: Selected issues
(1997); New modes of statistical data capture, dissemination and distribution (1997).
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o (©) Techmcal materials: Integrated computer prmtouts of annual economic, social and .
- _'envu"onmental mdlcators (1996 and 1997); Statistical Annex to the Survey of Economic and Social
) _Condmons in Africa (1996 and 1997), Development, mamtenance and dlssemmatlon of ECA mulu-

" ‘sectoral statistical database (on—gomg activity). ‘

3. Operational. 'act_iﬁities
() | 'Advisory-'S_ervices, |

{

Adws()ry mlss1ons in support of programmes on. Statlstical development and trammg at

o national, subreglonal and Tegional levels {two. rmss1ons) Developrnent and maintenance of natlonal -

. statlstwal data bases (two missions). Applymg the 1993 System-of National Account and i 1mprov1ng_ ;
~ the quallty of the basn: economlc statistics needed for the compﬂatlon as well as for developmentl
pohcy formuiatlon etc. (four mlssmns) Improvmg envuonment demographlc and social statistics
- (two rmssmns) ‘ ' : '

- (b) Group training: '

Workshops on; Compllatxon of pubhc sector accounts in the framework of the 1993 System -
of Natlonal Accounts (SNA) (one for French—speakmg African countrles 1996 and one for English- -

_speakmg African counmes 1997) Enhancing statistlcal capdcity including statlstlcal mformatton e

' systems in African countries, (one for Enghsh—speakmg African countries, 1996 and ote for French- -
. speaking African countries, 1997); Environmental accountmg for selected African countries (1996)

4. Coor'diﬂati_on_', Harmoniza_tion' and -Liaison |

Coordmatlon with United Natlons agenc1es and ACC task forces workmg in the statistics

- ﬂelds in Afnca in partlcular Pamapauon 111 meetmgs of the ACC machmery on statistical lssues'

- (on-going activity); Representation of ECA at the 29th session of the United Natlons Statistical o
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. Commission (1997); Contributions to activities ‘of the Coordinating - Commitice on African
_Statlst1cal Development (CASD) and its sub-committees, and the African Statistical Assoc1atlon |
'(AFSA) (throughout the biennium); Part1c1patlon in the. coordination and nnplementatlon of the

- _phase II development of the Umted Natlons Econoxmc and Somal Informatlon System (UNESIS);

Part1c1pat10n in other technical coordmation meetmgs of the UN system and other mternatlonal_
orgamzatlons in the field of statastlcs o





