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BcoNGhC Comaision moR ARICA

~terms of reference of those three ‘sub- comm:ttees ‘the n

SUMMARY OF UNECA MEETINGS COVERING THE PERIOD DF
o JULY TO DECEMBER 1993

"Staa]tis.tic_all Déveld‘bnient L

Dunng the penod under revsew the secretarlat orgamzed the meehng '
- of the Coordlnatmg Committee on African Statistical Development (CASD), -
. from 6-7 July 1993in Addis Ababa _Ethiopia. The objectives of the meeting:
- were as follows: prowde a forum for the secretariat of CASD as Well asits
- suh-camm:ttees to report on actwntues undertaken since the Iast meeting in
: November 1992: dlscuss “the draft gwdelmes for monltormg statistlcal_
f development and some proposa!s concermng the celebratson of the 1993'_‘
Afncan Statlstacs Day ‘ : o

B The maln decrsuons/actlons Were as toliows the secretanat of CASD
_was requested to draw- -up, for the next meetang of CASD concrete pmposals
as to how.to moblhze fmanmal support from fundmg agencaes for statsstlcal.-

'development the 'CASD meeting adopted the various reperts of n:s sub-

committees on tranmng, on organization and . management of nataonal |
statlst;cal systems and on data proqessmg, the meetmg al 0-accepted the"

‘ ting requested"
| UNSTAT convener of the fourth sub -committee on research, methods and
" standards 1o rewse/fmahze the - draft “terms of referenc'e of the ' sub-
commlttee to enab!e the secretanat of CASD produce a brochure compraslng '
the Terms of Reference of aII the sub commﬁtees the met.tlng requestedi |




the Terms of Reference of aII 'the sub ccmmtttees the meetlng requeste" sy _
- that the activities of the secretariat of CASD located within the: ECA‘U_-v-c
Statistics Division, form and integral part of UNECA regular programme of ~

work. [t was proposed that the next meetmg of CASD will take place in
March 1994, in Addis Ababa, in connexion with the Eighth Session-of the
- Joint Conference of Afrrcan Planners, Statrstlcrans and Demographers

Wnrkc;hop on the lmplementatlon of the 1993 System of Netlonai Accounts | R

(SNA) for Enghsh -speaking Afrlcan countr:es ;

, The WOFkShOp, which was held at ECA headquarters Addne Abeba
Ethiopia, from 13-17 December 1993 ‘was organized in cooperation with

‘the Statistical Division of the United’ Natlons Depertment for Economic and
_ Souai Information and Polscy Analyers ' ‘ -

The main objectuves of the wcrkshcp were: (i) to train :l;ramere for the N
mplementation of the 1993 SNA in African countries; and (i) to’ «fermu%ete'_ _
- strategies and priorities at the regmnal level for the compllatlcn of eccounts ;

f‘-:and tables cf the 1993 SNA

!

o “The' Workshop rdentlfled a number of measures to be ‘taken at'the
‘ ‘naluenal and international levels, including résource mobilization; 1o ensure

‘the smooth’ rmplementatlon of the 1993 SNA in the-Africari- reglcn 1t also
"werked out detailed recommendatlons on pracucat steps in the comprlatlen
‘of the main national’ acccuntmg aggregates the summary accounts for the

‘nation and the integrated economic accounts of the revised SNA,/as'wellas

_on the sub-sectoring of institutional sectors, the treatment of selected
' -“-transectlons ‘data collection” pregrammes and the. preparatacm of handbeeks
f"'and other tratnmg materlals co e - S

-_"Development' infbrma'::_'c'in* R

; In 'the field of development mformatuen the secretarrat orgarnzed the
_”feliowmg workshcps~"-- TR LT et h [

R spemfrc reference to mfcrmatlon technelogy managemen‘t in Afnf:,

A reglonal workshop om "Infcrmatrcn Management Strategree w;th , |
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“@rganize more such’ workshops to sensitize-African member Sm‘te&; 1o
utnllze |nformat|on technology in development el e g

2<;?ff?"i IEléctromc commumCatuon workshop for. Add*s Ababaf University staff,
© 15-17'October: 1993, The ob;ectwe of the workshop was to mtroduce_

the partimpants to eiectronlc communlcatrons

‘infofimation ~exchange, ‘Niamey, - Niger, - 4-8 -October- 1993.. .« The

deveiopment information among the West Afrlcan countrles covered
by the ECA Nlamey -based MULPOC CIR TR S

g’overnmen’t instltutlons in Ethiopia, one electronic network usage, 19-

-~

partlcspants in the usage of. electronlc networks '

_ "-_govemmental organizations and United Nations agencies in’ Ethlopla

"23-25°'November 1993. The objective. of this Workshop was: to tram-'

the part:mpants in electronlc commumcatsons

i ;; T -

-'56;?\‘ Eleotronlc commumcatlons workshop for Ethlopian Scnence and' o

Technology member ‘institutions, “Addis - Ababa, . Ethlopua‘lg =23

November 1993." "The: objective of the workshop was 1:0 ‘trcnn the

pammpants in the, usage of eiectronlc networks

Advancemeint of Wom‘en o
o n the area of advancement of women the secretar:at organwed -an
‘in‘t:er-Agency Task Force -for the preparatlon of the Regnonal .and World

Cénferences on Women, which took placesin Addis’ ‘Ababa, Ethiopia, from
28- 29= Sep_tember 19__93_ I_ts major -objectives were- to‘dehbejrexte on the -

“:in Nairobi, Kenya, 5-19-July 1993. The: objective of this workshop.was:
o rewew ‘modules ‘prepared by PADIS -on information ‘technelogy:
' management inAfrica.. Recommendation was: made. to have.: PADIS

-'?PADIS suhreglonaf workshop on. mformatzon processmg too!e and :

"'objec'uve of the workshop was to discuss the modalities of exehangung o

Wo%kshop on electromc communlcat:on technlques for seleoted .

20 November 1993. The objective of the workshop was to train the'

"‘:'.Workshop on electromc commumca’oon techmques for non—'
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jrecsponsﬂcaalmes; for the preparatzon of the Regsonal Conference Dc:ae..uments
mabilization of resources for the: preparatory actwutles and to address the
question-of support gtaff to ATRCW - At the end of the meeting, the Task
Forge agreed upon ‘who ‘would prepare what Conference documents and
strategses for resource mobnllzatlon both fsnancnal and for- suppo,rt S
""" A ‘T’ralmng of Trainers Workshop - for. women - entrepreneurshlp :
promotlon and access to credit was organized in Kabwe, Zambia; from 1-30
November - 1993, in collaboration: with. the. Pan African . Institute for
Development The objective of the workshop was to develop a cntscal corps

- of - trainers. 'in Sub-Saharan Africa who would e»ffectwew ‘transfer

emrepreneurlal and technological skills to-women entrepreneurs thereby' -

- enhancmg and strengthening their capabilities, resulting in improved business

practices and performance in selected countries. of the region.. By the end
-of the workshop, tracer studies were recommended as well as the creation
of a network among. the participants. - A course on project preparation and
.'pmpﬁsal writing was: also strongly- recommended. Each. participant came up
with an action plan for the application -of the skills: learnt at the workshop.

From 22 25 November 1993 the secretanat partampa'ted in the

o orgamzatton of the Regional Conference on Women, Peace and Development |
alorig ‘with OAU and .the Government. of Uganda. ‘The objective .of the

'-Coriference was to examine the situation of ‘women -in the pruces of .
polhtlcal changes and the role they can plan in conflict resolution and, peace |
building. ~ The four major areas of focus were the nature ‘and e‘l‘fect‘ of
conflict - and underdevelopment; -women in the struggle for peace; ‘the
empowerment of women in.the peace process; and peace education. The
-outcome of the Conference was the adoption of-a Plan of Action in the areas
of social justice, empowerment, educatlon peace education, mstltutmn and :
'capacnty buuldmg, and peace -

An maugural meetlng of the Federatlon of A‘Frlc‘an Women

_'-e'Entrepreneurs {FAWE) was orgamzed in Accra;: Ghana 1-3 June 11993,

under the auspices of the UNECA pursuant to Resolution 736 (XXVID of the.

- ECA Conference.of Mlmsters on Women and’ their access to resources iy ;;he

1990s, which requested the UNECA to facilitate the:creation of a Federation
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. of_.Afrricen _Women Entrepreneurs with a vieW-to%-strengthen the .overall
efforts towards the economic empowerment of African women. This .
‘resolution was adopted in respanse to: recommendations of both the: l\learob: '
Forward-Looking strategles and the Abuja- Declaration on. Participatory
Development the role of Afruca in the. 1990s, which emphesmed the need
to .create: an enabllng env:ronment for: the enhancement of women’s

_."eccnomlc capabllltles ' l = T

i
H

| | o : |
‘ ed'hgg‘ Expert Group Meetlng to conssder strateg:es for

enhancement of women's: skllls in maln-streammg and. decueaon-mekmg was

" organized in. Addis Abebg from 6-10 December 1993 in order to adopt
strategies for enhancement of women'’s skills ‘in main-streaming ‘and
decision- mel(mg and to lexplore the role the media can play in. the-
: preparetaons -of the regional/wer!d cona‘erences ‘and _main- streammg of .
wormmen’s concerns. The ;meet;ng recommended the establishment of an -

African Commumcatlon Centre for effective communtcetlons and flow of' - |

lnformatlon on women and development
A : : ; - :

Science and‘Technologv f;or l}eVelopment |
_ } . , L |

. Durmg the period under review, the secretanat orgamzed the l‘ollowmg |

. confe:ences meetlngs and semlnars

= The fn‘th session ofi the Reglonel Conference on mlnerel resources

development and utllizatlon in Afrlca (HCDUMRA) took place in Addis Abebe '

- from 10- 17 November 1993 "The. objectlve of the Conference was to
. promgote - cooperatlon among Afrlcan countr;es in the fleld of- mlneral -

-‘:re.ources _- R l S |

| The fifth session discussed: a paper reviewing the progress in the
nmplernentetlon of the recommendatlons of the fourth regional conference

~and developments affectlng the:mining sector during 1990-1992 and future

prospects. The theme of the fifth session of the: Conference was "Mineral

- Resources. Development and Environment in Africa’. \Under th:s main theme o

: 3
pertimpants dlscussed pepers on three sub- themes, namely

{a) The development of *mmeral resources in: Afrlca end proteotion of the

1
1
l
)
!
|
L
|
l
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'Establlshment of data banks tor mlneral resources: development

s phySEGal en\ﬂronment :-' N SRV B e gy . R L

{b} 'r:The development of mmeral resources in- Afnca and the polutaoal and_ '-

economlc envrronment and

(ol.-;af:The development of mmeral resources and the Afncan socnal

-envuronment

The conolussons and recommendatlons of thé Flfth Sessaon -of
RCDUMRA could be summanzed as. follows o

) Msnersl development pollmes

]

< '-Compulatlon by ECA in collaboratlon wuth the World Benlf of a‘.'
IV oompendlum of member States m;mng laws taxatlon end fis ca;l

‘regimes.
S : “Review by member States of ‘thelr.mm.iogi Iaws . tasetlon. ancl t‘ascal
.. regimes, e L :
: National- .leoislation.-..:‘oh.--e'n.vi'roh'mental in"ap_actl'assess"ment : E‘
- lnsemon by member States ofmternat—i.ooally. accept‘eble.enwtonmental-'"

. standards in- thelr mining. leg:slat;on

. '~Development of natlonal capac;tles and capabilltles for enwronmentel :
AR "tmpact assessment : - - Pennc o )

R -Establishment of mechanisms of cooperation for sharing experience in’

i the 'mitigation- of h-a-rmfuleftects frbm m_i_n'ifn'g on-the enVironntent, gtc.

g s

b Preparatson by ECA of gu:delmes WhiCh W|ll enable member States to
establish standard;zecl data, banks S T :

+E Smallri,s'cale-..'mini-ng:-:-and: eovi:r-;o-nment;;-,su.-t ORI
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Assrstance to small scale mzners to enab!e them address rssnuee of
"adverse effects of mlnlng on envrronment ' :

_ WeS‘tes from mineral resourCes deve|opment.

Exploratlon of possrbllltles for usm. wastes from mmera! resources
development wrth a view, to establlshang downstream prOjects

! ;:rut.ure;Af.ri;can_ Int_}ergo\ger;nmenjcalz__,_Mech.i‘n‘,ery: on minera;_l re’sgurce_si

| Improvement of the current machinery to include the energy sector.
This decjsion which was adopted by the ECA Conference or Ministers had
besn, welcomed by the African. Conference on mmeral resources The new,
) mcichmery is entitled: " Conference of Afncan Mmlsters Responsnble 1for the '
: Deveiopment and Utrirzatlon of M:neral Resources and Energy

‘ .Intra Afracan cooperatlon in the fleid of mlneral resources and energy' o

de\relopment and utllrzatron .
Bdentlfrcation of multmatlonal pro;ects by ECA in coH!aborerion wsth :
OAU subreglonai and regronal economic groupmgs and specaalrzed
ms*_t_rtutions :

| ggrninar on.”.,‘fEn_ergy 'Pc?icy,‘and _Piann_ing and the"-Envi{r,onn'nerit"'
A semmar on "Energy Pohcy and Planmng and the Erwrronment co~ .
~ sponsored by the Economic Development lnstztute (ED%/World Benk) the
. United. Nations Economic Commission for. Afr:ca {UNECA), the -African
Development. Bank: (ADB) and the Government of Cote d'ivorre (EEU and
- CIE) was held in Abrdjan from 20 29 Ootober 1993 for French epeaic:ng
partrcrpants . . R

- The semlnar was the second one to deal Wrth energy and the
*envrronment rssues that was co-organized by ED!/World, Bank and the ECA.

1 was -attended by approxrmately 30 senior. offncrals from 12: French-

'_'speakrng countrles and 2 Portuguese speaklng countrres
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| ~ The seminar was composed of lectures round tables case .:tudres and .
: 'dlscuasrons in workrng groups.

Conolusions and recommendations

v

lDurmg the semunar emphasrs was placed on the deregulatron of publrc

- -enterprrses of the energy sector, the rnetrtutronal reforme rncludlng ‘the
. prlvatlzatlon arad pricing polrcrea of energy; a whole day was devoted to the;g
institutional frar’nework the organrzatlon and the prrvatrzatron ‘of the

electncrty sector

N

The partlclpants came to the conclusron that the prrvatrzatron of publrc
-enterprrses of the energy sector was not a panacea and that Electnclte de

France (EdF), for example performs well because it is organrzed as ‘an

© "industrial model" (i.e., like an mdustnal corporatlon) under a gerformance-
: -baaed regulatory svstem ' C

it was recognized that policies and strategies aimed 'at engrgy

efflcrencv and conservation could result in investment savangs by reducing

generatmg capacrty marglns in’ the ‘electric energy sector, in’ dellayrng the

. afforestatlon programmes and in contnbutsng 10 the envrronrnent protectron

The seminar has requrred a substantral coordmatron among ‘the
- different partrcrpatmg mstrtutrons and has strengthened the working

'relatlonshlp between the EDI/World Bank and the ECA in orgamzrng ;orntly
tralnmg semrnars and workshops : .

) A Trarnrng Semlnar on Sk;lls and Methodoiogres for Asseeemenl of
Envrronmentally Sound Technology in Afrrca which was jomtly organlzed
with “the Islamic Foundation for Scrence Technology and Development
{IFSTAD) and was hosted by the Uganda National Council for Science and

o T’echnology took place m Kampala Uganda from 20 24 September 1993

'Addis Ababa, ‘Ethiapia, from" '22:25. November 1993, Was attended by

representatlves of Alger:a Benrn Botswana Cape Verde Egypt, Ethropra ’

The Erghth Meetlng of the lnterg_ ) ernm'enta! Commlttee o‘l Experts -
for Science and Technology Development llGCESTD) whlch took’ place in



Entrea, Ghana Kenya leya, Madagasoar,‘ Morocco Namlbpa N:gerj '
. Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda Zambia and Zimbabwe, and by the followmg;
- international and regional organizations: UNICEF ILO FAO, UNESCO,
UNIDO, WHO, World Bank, OAU ARCT, PTA, IGADD; and ILCA.. The
'rneetung focused on’ methodologles for the planmng and management of -
science and technology, the role of subregional and regaonal assocsatsons and
" professional institutions in the management of science and technoloqy, the
acquisitian, and transfer of nuclear science ‘and technology for agriculturai

production and food preservatlon mstztutional capamty bu:ldlng if. smence}' -

and technology policy, the. integration of scnence and technology, economic
-and development policies and technology assessment for better technology |
-prlontues and chozces : S : - : '

The meetlng of the North Afncan worksng Group of the'—
Intergovernmental Commlttee of Experts. for Scuence and Technology
Development - Tunis, ..13-16 december. 1993 was - attended by
representatwes from Egypt Lnbya, Tunisia, Morocco and Algena as well as -

~from the following - organizations: ECA, OAU, IFSTAD, UNDP, FAO and

ALEC‘:O The participants reviewed the situation of smenoe and technology
in. North Afnca and suggested pohcy measures to :mprove the s:tuatron =

The second annual meetmg ol the lnter-Agency Group fol Weter in

g - Africa (lGWA) was held at the Headquarters of the United Natsons Economlc -

Commlssuon for Africa, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 10-11 June. 1993 This

- was a follow-up of the first meetmg which took place in July 1992 and

“established lGWA as a standlng body for lnter agency cooperatlon and "

- coordinatlon

The objectwe of the meetmg was to dISCLlSS on posn ton papers that_ :
were 1o be prepared and presented at the second meetlng by each agency

. participant making proposals on.how the activities of mtergoyernmontal and o
" international orgamzatlons in. Afnca could be better ooordlnated and

_ 'harmomzed" ‘However, only ECA prepared and presented a.paper. on this
' sutljeot at the meetsng In d|scuss|ng the ECA paper it was emphasazed that

coordxnatnon and. harmomzatlon should be done at the denors Ieyel as well_ o

-~ asin thelr ass:stance to subreguonal and reg:onal orgamzatrons Slmzlarly -
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coordmated approach and- commatment by member States to 1heu I("Osr
- were PonSIdered sine’ qua non.- . e o
, Other agencres presented thesr current and planned water resources
" -development actl\ntles in Africa. - ... ..

The meeting arnved at the followmg conclusrons and udentiﬁed future?
aetrvrtles by the Group in_specific areas. : :

Gegnclmsions-:--.- S

_ ‘There is a need for coordmatlon and harmomzatlon of actlvmes in the
. water: sector.-in Africa, espemally in water data. colleetron and
'-'.-mformatlon dzssemlnetlon R AR SEa : ;

o "_;'-f-iThere isa. need for an- orgamzatton to act as. a ciearmg house on. a
+ ., limited scale for collection, compllatlon and. dissemination of such
wooininformation.  Initially - ECA may prepare a Irst of activities by.all
"= -member: agencies of the Group as a first step in setting up theclearing
house system. In this regard, all member agencies were requested to

~ provide the catalogue of their present and future actswtlee to ECA

- . gecretariat before the end of. 1993 SRR ‘

Ee!l‘ow-u-p- -Actwutles |

Organlzatlon of an ad hoc lnter agency meetmg on tlherr aetlvutles in

" the Nile basin area. This meeting is to be convened and organized by
| UNEP with support from: the ECA secretariat and other IGWA member
f;agencres The meetlng |s to be, heid as soon as posalbie

;Based on rnformatlon on thelr actlvrtles (current and future) the Group _
- {IGWA) should. endeavour to establish a set of- pnorlt;ee for
-coordination of theur act:vrtres in various water sub-seetors. This is o
.._be finalized by.the next meetlng on: the basis of a, draft framework on
HERES _those priorities. to be developed by the ECA secretariat. wuth mputs
el -,from other member agencies. | : : 3




- [ The . meetmg requested UNEP 210 prepare S paper

R mechamsms/modahtleslapproaches and- other concrete  ways- fora
- goordinating: and harmomzmg water activities ‘in-Africa by the: IGWA
member agenc:es “In-this connection, the meeting requested the
 ‘member’ agencies to prowde ‘detailed: information. on their sector

: phrlosophy/stretegy or policy and on thesr planned actwntles to- the_'-

‘UNEF” secretanat wrth copies to. UNECA G e

'- Transport and Commumcatson
Durang the pened under ‘review,. the secretariat organized the"'.'ﬁ

Fourteenth meeting of -the Resource" Moblluzatuon Committee (RMC) of
UNTACDA 11, in- Abldjan from 23-24 November 1993 to consider reports. of

- actlwtres carried out'since the last meetmg of the Committee; include a civil -

aviation diagnostic study in the list of projects’ for selection: consider revised: -
”ercnect selection. criteria; first Afrrcan Transport Forum end RMC work-,
”programme 1994/1 995 ' SRR R

Nine’tv nine new pro;ects were admltted into'the decade pregrammes _ |
\ _"based on recommendatlons of RMC Technlca! Commuttee HMC eeTopted '
lts 1994/1995 work programme B |

rhe secretanat a!so orgamzed the meetmg of Plempotentuarles on thef_
stetutes of the Trans-African’ nghway Bureau,.in Morocco, on 14 September-

1993 ‘This-meeting ‘was requested by the Conference of African Manrs‘rers- S

] of Transport Communications and ‘Planning during its ninth meeting held in
Addis Ababa, in March 1993. The objective of the meeting was to- consider,
adopt and sign the statutes of the Bureau of: the Trans-African Hnghways
The statutes were:’ adopted and eleven. out ef the fourteen coum:rres that '
' at‘tended the meetsng S|gned the sta‘tutes ' % CemioE

' Human Resources Development

‘in the fleld of Human Hesources deve!opment the s'eeretariat :
' orgamzed a: serles of workshops, trammg, symposaum and expert meetmgs

A nattenal trammg workshop on reformlng of taxatlon pehcies systems R
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and i mprovement in-tax. admmlstratlon was: orgamzed in Eth!opaa, frc)m 29

- November to-3-December: 1993. The workshop focused on.tax reform

_ 'coneepts and strategac measures for improvement of tax edmlmstl ation, tax
office management techn:ques and practical situations affecting tax officials
of"the Transitional Government of. Ethiopia .in. their routine. handlmg of
“administrative problems as well as their familiarization with experiences of -
other African countries. ~The key conclusion of the workshop was that
without a strong and efficient tax administration, any endeavour to reform
‘the tax administration within the framework of the on-going economic
“reform programmes were likely to be futile. The workshop then
recomimended greater -emphasis on-human resource development in tax .
.admamstratlen as” well as on’ enhancing institutional and other support
services. With respect to taxpayer compliance, .the workshop emphas:zed
_.the need for taxpayer education through use of bulletins written in simple
'communicable language. In.addition, the workshop- recommended that field
auditors should assist tax payers on how to keep proper records as well as
on how to declare income in their tax returns. That view was expreesed -
'.agalnst the observed high level of illiteracy in the country. The detailed
deliberations of the workshop are contained in. Development Workehep No. -

. - 7 of December 1993 (ECA/PHSD/ PAM. 93. 6[2 2(1)]

The secretarlat also organlzed an ad ho experts gmup meetmg on
Curr:culum Reformi: and Development and Self-confidence Building in ‘Africa

in coeperataon with UNESCO/BREDA in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, during 18-21

~ October 1993, [ECA/PHSD/93/6/(3)]. The mee_,tlng was attended by twenty-
~ eight participants from African countries. The objectives of the meeting
- were to evaluate past attempts at curriculum reform .in Africa and .the
effectiveness of these attempts in fostering the qualities of self-cenfﬁdence :
. andin ‘meeting the requirements of socio- economic development.in Africa;
~and to formulate an action plan for.reforming education curriculum so as to
make it more responsive to deveiopment needs, as well as identify practical
modalities for fo!ﬁow up act:on to ensure the effectlve nmplementatlon of the -
- piam _ . :

. A ma;or outcome of the g-hoc experts group meetmg was the _
" elaboratlon and adoption of a "Joint UNECA/UNESCO Plan of Action for
Effective Curricula Reform for Development, Economic Transformation and
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- Self- cbhﬁdence -Building. in. Africa".. -The . Plan -of. _Action spelt' out .the,

measures and strategres for. developing curriculum partleularly at the grass- .

- rootslevels so that teachers and other stake-holders should be fully mvolved'

in the process of curriculum development; as weli as the follow-up. measures :
for monltorrng, coordmatmg and network:ng currlculum development and
evaluetren EEEE T : - I :

-.‘Regrenal Cooperation

The secretarrat in collaboratron wath the - Unlted States lnstltute of:
Peace held a symposium . on "From’ Conflrct to .Concord: Regional Co-
- operation in the Horn of Afrlca in: Addis. Ababa, Ethiopia, from 8-12 July
1993 The symposium took the form of. both an academic conference and
.pollcy forumat which the one hundred flft\/ delegates who attended the
syrnposrum deliberated on four central themes ‘the eocral and cultural
- content of the conflict.in the Horn of Africa; lessons of polmcal hlstery, the
'economrc and human dimensions of reconstruction and development; and
mternatlonal support for reglonal co operatron in the Horn, of Africa.

: In the Fmal Commumqué rssued at the end ol‘ the sympesrum the'
';recorrrmendat;ons included, among others, the malntenance of open: borders o
across ‘the: countrres of .the Hom as well as easing visa requirements,

establlshmg a customs .union; and the conservation of the environment,

‘interstate - transport and . ccmmunrcatron as  well as energy use ancl.'
development. ‘Al these: requrre collectlve actlon by politrcal communltres in
the. Horn TR SN :

Pepular partlclpatuon o

7 The secretarrat aleo orgamzed wrthrn the framework of the Pepular
: .Partlclpatlon in Development Project, a natronal workshop on.the theme.
. "Enhancing: Dialogue, Co~0peratlen and Interface between the Government -
. and Popular Development . Orgamzatlens in Namibia. dunng 11-13 August
1993 in Windhoek, Namibia. ‘The objectives of the workshop were to
‘collectively reflect on the:existing. relatronshrp between the government and
NGOs:in Namibia; examine the. different ‘ways in.which, NGOs interact with
igovernment elaberate on- ways to enhance dlalogue and co- eperatlon
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between policy makers and- rmplementore on the one hand .and -NGOs on.

- the other and: ldentrfy measures needed. te create a clrmcrte of trust and

openness and increased opportunrtres for interaction. and drelogue between" o

the Government of Namibia and, NGOs :

The w‘orkshop came up , with a nUmber of recommendations clustered.
- around three major themes: {i) popular partrcrpatron in the formulation and -
implementation of development policies and programmes; ,{ii). modeht;es for,
enhancing mterface between the government and NGOs; and (i} interface
. between NGOs and the National Planning Commission. . Amongst the many
recommendations . adopted -was: that the .National Planning . Commission
should be the focal point for NGO- Government. liasison; that NGOs should be_

. involved  in-the formulation. of. the National Development Plan fron'r its

rnceptron through its implementation; and the,Government shouid create a
more:enabling: environment for. NGQOs to allow for effectrve co!iaboretlon

The -deliberations of the: Workshop were presented rn the P‘op\uiar,
Partrcrpatron Workshep Senee No. 3 ‘, ENNE

lnformai Sector

A natrona! workshop on Creatrng an- Enabhng Envrronment of the'

'Eniormaﬂ Sector:in Ethiopia. was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 12- 14 o

October 1993 [ECA/PHSD/HRP/93/14/4/(b)l. The main objective of the
workshop was to recommend. policy.. measures and programmes aimed’ at
| lmprovmg the produotrvrty of the informal sector and to assist it graduate
into micro- and small-scale enterprrses capable of contributtng subetantlaliy
to the generation of income and employment. A related objective was to
sensitize the policy makers and lmplementators ~financial. rnstatu’trons the
~ private sector, NGOs, and other support institutions about the new emerging
roles and needs of micro- and small-scale enterprises in Ethiopia; as well as
propose- policy measures and_strategies -for promoting productive self-
_iemoﬂoyment and rnv:goratrng the sector. by enhancing. its productnn‘tv and
':mtegratrng it wrth other sectors. of the. economy L

The workshop recommended among others that (r) there was need_
ffo;r a.comprehensive :survey of. the mformal sector . in Ethropre (i} the .
‘Goverament should -give: formal _,.r_.,eoog_mtr_ro,_n. to the, _mformal sector @s a |
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' .ivaable product:ve and semallv valuable sector of the economy, and (iii}- an.

enablmg environment of the. promotion of the informal sector must be

created to-remove the constraints affecting its. development In this regard,

prov:smn must: be made for. :mproved access to:. {i})- credit-and financial

__resources; (i) tra:mng and skills. 1mprovements and {iii) basu: business.
lnputs . e e | ,

Soe:al Development

An g-hgg Experts Greup Meet;ng on the lmpact of Econem&c end
Sucual Changes on the African Family was jointly organized by the United
. Nations Economic Comm:ssnon for Africa and the Orgamzatlon of Afrncan :
Unity (OAU) in Addis. Ababa Ethiopla from 13-17 December 1993. It was
' convened pursuant to Resolution 44/82 of 8 December 1989 of. the United
Natlons General Assemb[y, proclalmung 1994 as Internatlonal Yeer of the
Family {IYF). . It was also part-of ECA’s.and QAU’s activities in response to
Resolutions: 713(XXVD) of 12 May 1991 and. 9(XIV) of 2 Mav 1993 of the
. ECA Conference of Ministers, urging all concerned to prepare and. et}serve
the International Year. of the Family and to develop !ong -term strateg:es and

programmes in support of Afrlcan families.

The ad hoc expert meetmg, on the basns of |ts examlnatlon of varneus
issues. concerning African families, adopted.a number of eonclusaons and
recommendations, for. the consideration and implementation of - Afrucan'
govemments non- governmentel and: mtergovernmental orgamzatlons the
Organization .of African_Unity, United Nations bodies, as well as private
4agencles and mduvnduals concerned. These include among others: . review
and revision . .of. existing :policies, famtly laws and legiglation in. African -
countries 'in order to brmg them in_line with changing- cwcums;ances
- promoting and encouraging appropriate programmes and policies in support
of-the famdv, developing mechanisms.to anticipate and mitigate the negative
 cansequences of structural ad;ustment programmes and political, cenf!;cts an
- the families; -launching educational and information campaigns. to enhance '
awareness. of the AIDS pandemlc provision: of family planning. ser\nces as
.an important component. of health services; assisting dlsplaced and.ref ugees -
families; ‘strengthening social security .policies: and programmes in support\

and protectuen of the family; and. promotmg exchange -of: mfermetten and
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'experienoe;on 'famil'y isSues '.among. Eriember States.. =

.l In order to promote the Internat:onal Yea_rd_ of the Famr[y, rt W8S
recommended that national institutions; the: pubhc and individuals, with the
.active support of -the United- Nations - -agencies, non-governmentei and
ln;ergovernmental organlzatsons ‘should actavely participate._.in the .
preparation  for and  celebration of the Year. Focal paints should. be
established; national and community leaders, family groups, wornen
organizations, and youth should be mobilized; educational and. information
. campaigns on family issues should be launched; and periodic review on
progress  made and- the lmpact of.. the . recommendatuons should be
- .conducted. o ' :

Investment and. -De\re_lopment.

' During the period under.consideration, the secretariat organized an.ad-
hoc -experts meeting on the revitalization of investment for. Africa’s -
development: prospects in the 1990s and beyond, which was held in Addis
Ababﬂ Ethlopla from 29 November to 1 December 1993

p
i 1

The maun purpose of the meetlng was to examlne the factors affectrng _
the investment climate in Africa - the constraints, the impediments and the -
prospects for increased investraent, _revamped productivity and economic.

.growth. . Specific. issues. thus considered by the experts group meeting '

- Ainclude: - (i) Patterns of Resource. Mobilization and the Overali Investment

- Climate in Africa; {ii). Rationalization of Investment Strategies and Policies
with.a view to mvestlgatmg consequences; ({iii) Foreign Direct !nvestment '

.Trends and Prospects and {iv} The quality of investment and the role of the

' Government in.the planmng structures. :

Major conctusuons mclude’d polucy reforms and the policy, changes
needed to stem capital flight: of both financial. and human -capital, create
competent cm! service, provrde business . support servur‘es,, encourage.
'transparenoy and good governance, and reorient aid ‘policies and-modalities

support natlona! development priorities.. It was decrded that each African
vcountry should seek the right fiscal, monetary. and exchange rate policies to
promote mvestment take fu%l and proper conmderatuon of the trade offs
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-between efficiency and effectlveness of :nvestment and seek measures to

_ refocus and attract investment as a means to economic integration within
- the region. it was equally agreed that an end to conflicts and civil wars
“would create optimal conditions for investment and. development and that

resources released from military expenditures could be used as mpuortant_ '
resource for socio-economic growth and development in Africa. |




