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Ladies and gentlemen of the Press

Invited guests,

Dear colleagues,

To-day is African Statistics Day and tomorrow will be African

Development Information Day, and it is with great pleasure that I

welcome you to Africa Hall to commemorate these two special days

which are intended to focus attention on two important and closely

related aspects of the region's development.

To-day is the fourth anniversary of the African Statistics Day

celebration following the adoption, in May 1990, of the Addis Ababa

Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s,

by the Sixteenth meeting of African Ministers responsible for

Economic Planning and Development. African Development Information

Day is being celebrated for the second time.

These celebrations help to remind us all about the vital role

played by statistics and development information systems in all

aspects of life and particularly in planning, monitoring and

evaluation of national development activities. information

technology plays equally an important role in compilation,

processing and dissemination of statistical and other development

information. In order to accord due importance to this key service

area, this year■s celebrations are dedicated to Information



- 2 -

Technology through the following joint theme for these two special

days:

"Strengthening information systems for development planning

and policy reforms11

While recognizing the strategic role of statistics and

quantitative analysis for improving decision-making for sustainable

development, the Addis Ababa Plan of Action states, amongst its

objectives:

"to achieve national self-sufficiency in statistical

production, including the creation of a comprehensive

national statistical data base by the end of the

century".

Recent politico-economic changes in the world and realization

of important issues like environment, urbanization, youth and

children, and most importantly possibility of creation of an

Africa-wide economic grouping, make the above goal even more vital

and urgent. Through proper utilization of information technology

and development of national and regional statistical information

systems, appropriate to the African region's national and sectoral

priorities, vital information necessary for all aspects of planning

can be made available not only for the concerned decision-makers

but also for all segments of the society. At the regional and
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international levels, over the recent months, efforts are being

made towards establishment of system-wide data exchange facilities.

These tasks once accomplished will provide wide-ranging data-

exchange capabilities and consequently will lead to coordinated

statistical compilation and development, and these capabilities

will not be restricted to these international agencies but the

eventual beneficiaries will be the member States.

Dedication of this year's theme to information systems in no

way minimizes the role of the other traditional elements of

statistical compilation and processes. All these modules are

interlinked and statistical development remains incomplete if

anyone of these areas is neglected. Harmonious progress in the

same direction must be achieved in order to attain the overall

goals of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action.

Ladies and gentlemen.

Allow me to briefly point out the importance of statistics in

various spheres of every day life.

Statistics are needed by governments to set goals and monitor

progress towards these objectives, as well as in planning health,

education and other facilities. University and other researchers

need statistics in their studies of the economy, the environment,

population and, in fact, every aspect of our society. Private
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companies need data in order to decide optimum marketing

strategies, the best site for their factories and retail outlets,

and so on.

Let me not forget a very important issue, namely aendex

.tJ,tlsties. Gender disaggregated data are vital to facilitate

implementation of strategies and targets related to development of

women set by the States of the region. These disaggregated data

will serve as a major tool for decision making in areas concerning

human resource allocation and development.

Timely and reliable statistics are essential for African

development, and African Statistics Day helps to draw our attention

to this important resource.

Finally, allow me to briefly mention coordinating efforts in

which the UNECA is engaged towards statistical development through

the implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action.

Since the adoption of the Plan, significant groundwork has

been achieved by the Commission and numerous other players engaged

in the African statistical development. For instance, a

Coordinating Committee on African Statistical Development (CASD)

was established, in March 1992, with its secretariat at UNECA and

active involvement of various bilateral and multilateral donor
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agencies, nongovernmental organizations and international

organizations. Four CASD Sub-committees are also functioning with

a view to focusing efforts on concrete actions to be undertaken in

the following respective areas:

. organization and Management of National Statistical

Systems;

Training;

Research, Methods and Standards; and

. Data Processing.

on international front, the twenty-seventh session of the

United Nations statistical Commission considered it essential for

the global statistical system to focus its efforts, in a

revitalized framework of cooperation, and on overall statistical

development with an enhanced regional dimension. The statistical

Commission proposed to strengthen the statistical coordination

mandate of the regional commissions and recognized the special role

of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for statistical development and

technical cooperation in the African region.
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Ladies and gentlemen,

Dear colleagues,

Let me now turn to the second motive of our celebration to

day. It should be recalled that the eighteenth meeting of African

Ministers responsible for Economic Planning and Development held in

April 1992, proclaimed 19 November as African Development

Information Day.

One of the objectives of this Day is to make decision-makers

aware of the role of information in support of economic management

and planning for national development and policy reforms as well as

its role in fostering African economic integration by enhancing

exchange of experiences and ideas and by channelling global and

sectoral development programmes and activities for use by decision-

makers, planners and economic operators throughout the continent.

This Day is also an occasion to make scientists and

researchers as well as programme and project managers more aware of

the potential of information technology capable to supply them with

relevant information and data, thus helping them to speed up their

work and avoid duplication of efforts. Furthermore, this Day would

sensitize decision-makers, the private sector and the public at

large to the need to develop national information policies and to

establish and strengthen socio-economic, agricultural, industrial

and trade information systems and networks to boost exchange of
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programme results, products, trade opportunities and joint

ventures.

The theme for this year's celebration calls upon UNECA and its

member States as well as African regional and subregional

institutions and donor agencies to support development information

activities and adopt a more dynamic approach to information sharing

in order to contribute to a re-awakening of African development,

in doing so, it is important that member States support the

development of national information policies which should be widely

publicized for maximum impact in the region.

National information policies are required to ensure

harmonious development of information resources in member States

and in African regional institutions. Strengthening of information

resources is possible only through their planned, coordinated and

harmonized development and its acceptance by policy makers.

UNECA-s development information efforts for benefit of member

States for the coming years as reflected in the United Nations

Medium-Term Plan, 199?^1997 will concentrate on setting up and

evaluating national information policies, training, networking and

harmonization. Resources earmarked from the United Nations

Programme budget for the biennium 1994-1995 combined with enhanced

use of extrabudgetary resources will make member States benefit in

a more systematic way from UNECA-s information systems development

activity.
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Development information systems should be centred around

strong national information policies. Hence, any meaningful

information systems development activity should derive from a well

thought out national information policy. UNECA's technical advice

and support in setting up and evaluating national information

policies will be of prime importance to African countries through

embodiment of the following elements for policy development and

operation:

Promotion of the development of national information resources

and services as an integral part of the national development

plans;

Strengthening the generation of information at the national

level

Modernization of information handling technologies;

Establishment of a national coordinating mechanism which will

ensure effective coordination, implementation and operation of

the policy;

Establishment of an appropriate legislation and its

enforcement to facilitate access to information;



- 9 -

Training and re-training of personnel for the efficient

management of information resources;

Promotion of effective use of information resources and

services by the general public, policy makers, technology

users and information professionals; and

Information networking through participation in relevant

regional and international information systems.

However national information policies can operate successfully

only if policy makers at both the national and organizational level

are aware of the need for technological innovation. Hence policy

makers need sound technical knowledge, an understanding of

information technology and an awareness of the broader issues of

the impact of new technologies on society. Updating, broadening

and deepening the knowledge of policy makers in information

technology can be undertaken through workshops on case studies and

role playing or through on-the-job training and training seminars.

In this regard, e-mail, on-line information exchange and data base

searching are very attractive tools for decision makers, planners,

researchers and the general public. Workshops on government

information systems can be organized for benefit of senior

government officials in order to show them the technological

aspects of policy reforms through the strengthening of development

information systems. Furthermore, PADISnet, the on-line
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information network initiated by UNECA which in its pilot phase

linked several national and regional institutions in different

African regions, is being extended to all member States in order to

facilitate communications from government offices within a country

with UNECA and its member States. The network will also stimulate

efficiency and increase productivity.

Infrastructure development is an important factor for

successful information exchange. The current methods of

information exchange within Africa and outside the continent need

to be enhanced by use of up to date technology and widely accepted

standards. In this regard, the UNECA Standing Committee on the

Harmonization and Standardization of Documentation and Information

Systems in Africa plays a major role in promoting the

establishment, strengthening and development of information and

documentation units within appropriate government offices in member

States.

Ladies and gentlemen,

I wish to end this statement by urging UNECA and its member

States, regional and subregional organizations operating in Africa

to base their decisions and projections on accurate statistics and

other development information. Hence information resources should

be strengthened for a better service to users. Also, I urge
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information professionals to develop reliable and up to date

products and services and make them known to users.

I thank you for your attention.




