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I. INTRODUCTION 

The mission had the following objectives: 
I 

(i) to represent ECA at the 24th session of the Statistical Commission 
which was held at the United Nations Headquarters from 23 February 
to 4 March 1987; I 

I 

(ii) to participate in the pre-session consultations between the UN 
Statistical Office, the Regional Comissim~ UN Specialized Agencies 
and other international bodies in preparation for the Statistical 
Cormnission; 

(iii) to discuss with the Institute of Statisticians (10s) in London, on 
the way to New York, the implementation of the part of the project 
entitled "EEC Assistance to the Statistical Training Programme for 
Africa" which has been subcontracted to IOS and to enquire about the 
statistical training activities of the Institute which are of interest 
to the African region; 

(iv) to discuss rdth the United Nations Fund for Population Activities 
(UNFPA) and the UN Statistical Office the project entitled "Census 
Training Programme in Sub-Saharan Africa" ; 

(v) to discuss with the UNDP Headquarters the project entitled "Statistical 1 
Development Programme for Africa (SDPA)" . i 

The mission took also the opportunity, on the way back from New York, to 
discuss in Paris with the Director of CESD and a representative of the 
Statistical Office of the European Communities (SOEC) the project EEC assistance 
to the Statistical Training Programme for Africa (STPA) and other related matters. 

The present mission report will be divided into two parts: The first part 
will deal with the 24th session of the Statistical Commission and the pre- 

I session meetings between the Statistical Office, the regional commissions, the 
UN specialized agencies and other international bodies. The second part of the 
report will include the statistical training issues discussed in London, New 
York, and Paris. 

11. STATISTICAL COMMISSION AND PRE-SESSION MEETINGS \ 
11.1 Pre-session meetings 

As in the past, pre-session meetings were held on 19 and 20 February 1987 
between the UN Statistical Office, the regional commissions, the UN specialized 
agencies and other international bodies for the purpose of ensuring a better 
co-ordination of activities. A special meeting was also arranged to review the 
progress of the National Household Survey Capability Programme (NHSCP) activities 
and future plans. 
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It was noted that a very close working relationship exists between the UN 
Statistical Office an6 the statistics divisions of the regional cornmissions which 
altogether form an integrated statistical service of the UN. The Statistical 
Office and the statistics divisions of the regional commissions work closely on 
all important aspects of their programmes which are of mutual concern and useand 
consult each other on a number of substantive and administrative issues, taking 
into account the complementary and interdependent nature of their work. 

In the area of data collection, compilation and dissemination, the 
Statistical Office has responsibility for global publications while the regional 
commissions are in charge of regional publications such as the African Statistical 
Yearbook, Foreign Trade Statistics for Africa, etc. The Statistical Office also 
collects and processes country data mainly from national statistical offices. 
As required, the regional commissions assist in the collection process such as 
follow-up with countries that have returned requests for statistics and 
obtaining clarification from countries concerning some o'f the data supplied by 
them. In some cases, the regional commissions play a more direct role in the 
data collection process. For example, in international trade, most countries 
supply their data on tapes to the UN Statistical Office. But in a number of 
cases, the regional commissions collect such data for the Statistical Office. 

It was agreed thar the Statistical Office should continue to send to the 
regional cornmissions photocopies of completed questionnaires in statistics of 
relevance to their respective regions. This will reduce the burden put on the 
national statistical offices in filling questionnaires in statistics from various 
international agencies. It was appreciated that the Statistical Office supplies 
to the respective regions, on request, print-outs and/or magnetic tapes containing 
processed data. 

It was recalled that the Statistical Office was responsible for development 
of standards, recommendations and classifications at the global level. The 
regional commissions contribute to this exercise by ensuring that individual 
regional considerations and needs are taken into account. In a number of cases ~ the regional commissions promote development of regional variants to meet the 
specific needs of their regions within the framework of the existing international 
recommendations. For example, supplementary recommendations on African Population 
and Housing Censuses have been adopted for the African region for the 1970,'1980 
and 1990 rounds of population and housing censuses. In the f+eld of technical 
co-operation, it was noted that the Statistical Office was responsible for back- 
stopping inter-regional and country projects executed by the Department of Technical 
Co-operation for Development (DTCD) in statistics and statistical computing. The 
regional cornmissions perform similar functions as regards the regional projects. 
They also provide technical backstopping to country projects on request. 

At the pre-session consultation on NHSCP, the following issues were discussed: 

1. Long-term plan of NHSCP,1987-1991 

a. new countries to be taken up; timetable; additional resource 
implications; 

b. transfer of countries to maintenance phase and implications; 

c. future funding of the central and regional components of NHSCP. 



2. Work programme for 1987 

3. Co-operation with LSMS and DHS (Westing House) 

It should be recalled that NHSCP is jointly implemented by the Statistical 
Office through its Central Co-ordinating Unit (CCU) and the regional cornmissions. 
There are at present 27 developing countries, of which 13 from Africa, where the 
NHSCP is active. Joint missions including representatives of the Statistical 
Office, the regional commissions concerned and interested UN specialized 
agencies are usually organized to assist in the formulation of country project 
proposals. In additlec, the Statistical Office ensures the overall co-ordination 
of programme activities and assist countries in the mobilization of the resources 
required while the regional emissions assist the countries by providing technical 
and other support services. 

It is likely that 21 new countries could be covered by NHSCP in the next 
5 years. For the African region the following countries could be tentatively 
considered: Rwanda, CSte d'Ivoire, Zaire, Burundi, Tanzania, Sudan and Congo. 
On the question of transfer of countries to maintenance phase, it was pointed 
out that some countries participating in NHSCP may need more time to develop their 
national infrastructures. Therefore, there should be flexibility in the imple- 
mentation of the proposal relating to the transfer to maintenance phase. 
Concerning the future funding of the regional components of NHSCP the regional 
commissions were advised to pursue their negotiations with UNDP to ensure the 
continuation of the programme activities. 

Finally, at the meeting which also involved representatives of UN specialized 
agencies and other international bodies, the implications and modalities of the 
vacancy management scheme being implemented within the UN system were considered. 
The participants described briefly the situation in their respective organiza- 
tion as regards the staff resources, the travel budget and other facilities. The 
general feeling was that almost all the organizations concerned were facing 
problems in these areas. 

11.2 Statistical Comission 

All members States of the Statistical Comission were ljepresented at its 
24th session. The representatives of the following countries came from the 
African region: Egypt, Ghana, Kenya and Togo. Representatives from two member 
States (Canada and Morocco) and representatives of the Secretariat, UN bodies, 
specialized agencies, other intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental 
organizations also attended the session. The list of participants is given in 
Annex I to this report. ? 

? 

The Commission eiected Mr. E.O. Boateng (Ghana) as Chairman, with M. Luis 
Alberto Baccaria (Argentina1,Mr. Mukhtar Hallouda (Egypt) and Mr. Vladimir Micka 
(Czechoslovakia) as Vice Chairmen, and Mr. Stephen Kuzmicich (New Zealand) as 
Rapporteur. It sho~ld be pointed out that it was the first time that an African 
was elected Chairmalt of the Statistical Commission, without counting Egypt which 
belongs to the Middle-East area according to the classification used in New York 
for this purpose. 



The agenda of the meeting is attached as Annex I1 to this report. The 
report of the Commission will be finalised and dispatched by the UN Statistical 
Office. Meanwhile, a few issues will be raised in the present report in view 
of their implications to the African region. 

On the question of comunications between national and international 
statistical agencies and development of data bases, the Commission requested 
international organizations to pursue their efforts towards the improvement 
of the co-ordinatio~ of their data collection activities in order to eliminate 
duplication and minimise the reporting burden put on member States. It also 
expressed its support for improving the timeliness and cost effectiveness of 
data collection and dissemination through the adoption of couimunication and 
computer technology. 

The Commission also discussed special problems in the statistically least 
developed among the Geveloping countries, including the small island countries. 
It requested the Statistical Office to pay due attention to the needs of the 
countries of this grcrtp in its on-going work of preparing methodological 
manuals and draft recommendations. It also expressed its strong support for 
the provision of assistance to the countries of the group to enable them to 
improve their statistical services. 

Concerning the system of national accounts (SNA), the Commission requested 
that the needs of dcvsloping countries be given full attention in the concepts, 
classifications and tabulations in the future Blue Book and handbooks through 
adequate representation of experts from developing countries and regional 
commissions in the SNA review process. It was recommended that the timetable 
established for the review should be strictly adhered to and that French and 
Spanish versions of the English drafts should be made available simultaneously 
with the English version to avoid terminological and substantive differences. 

In considering the first complete draft of the revised International 
Standard Industrial Classification of all economic activities (ISIC) a number 
of participants expressed considerable opposition to the proposal to introduce 
an alpha-numerical coding system at the primary level of classification in ISIC. 
They felt that the introduction of such a system would disrupt historical time 
series and would irn,olve important retraining cost for personnel in national 
statistical off ices and of users, particularly in developinb countries. 
However, other representatives were of the view that an alpha-numeric system 
would be useful for analytical purpose and policy needs. Such a system could 
also provide for classification categories at the secondary and tertiary levels 
of the classificati?n. 

The Commission reaffirmed the importance of the environment statistics 
programme and regretted the lack of progress achieved in the implementation of 
the programme in the recent biennium due to lack of resources. It recommended 
that the manual of ewironment statistics should be completed as soon as 
possible and should be widely circulated before publication. 



In respect of population and housing censuses, the Commission approved 
the draft supplementary principles and recommendations for the World Population 
and Housing Censuses Programme and requested the publication as a single 
integrated volume with the existing principles and recommendations for 
population and housing censuses or, if not possible, as a separate publication. 
The Commission emphasised the need for additional technical documentation, 
particularly the study of sampling methods employed in censuses, electronic 
data processing and dissemination, census planning packages, evaluation and 
analysis and integration of census data with other sources of information 
including administrative records and registers. It strongly supported the 
proposed census training in Sub-Saharan Africa and other technical co-operation 
activities and urged their implementation in co-operation with the regional 
commission and interested national statistical offices in developed and develop- 
ing countries. The Commission stressed the importance of the work on the 
development of statistics and indicators on the situation of women and disabled 
persons and recommended wide distribution and use of the United Nations Hand- 
book of Social Indicators among national and international statistical services 
and other interested institutions. 

As regards the National Household Survey Capability Programme (NHSCP), the 
Commission noted the strong support for the programme by the representatives of 
participating countries. It emphasised the need for continued support to 
relevant country projects and urged all interested donor agencies to accord 
high priority to NHSCP in their technical co-operation programmes in statistics. 
The importance of technical co-operation among developing countries in the 
promotion of NHSCP was also stressed. 

The Commission noted that the proto-type surveys of the Living Standards 
Measurement Study (LSMS) supported by the World Bank had been completed in 
two countries and were being planned in two additional countries. The 
Commission welcomed the work of the World Bank on LSMS. However, it expressed 
some technical reservations on the organization and design of the LSMS proto- 
type surveys. In particular, it was considered that the sample size selected 
in LSMS surveys was too small to measure short-term socio-economic changes 
accurately or to allow for sub-national disaggregation. In addition, the size 
and complexity of the questionnaire might make it difficult to implement the 
survey in some countries. The Commission was of the view that closer 
co-operation between LSMS and NHSCP was both desirable and possible. 

\ 

111. STATISTICAL TRAINING ISSUES 

111.1 Meeting in London with the Institute of Statisticians (10s) 

As already indicated in the introduction, the mission had a $top over 
in London on the way to New York to discuss with the IOS the implementation 
of the project "EEC Assistance to the Statistical Training Programme Eor Africa", 
particularly as regards the part of the project subcontracted to IOS, and to 
enquire about the statistical training activities of the Institute which are of 
relevance to the African region. Mr. Parmeet Singh, Special Adviser in 
Statistics, Commonwealth Fund for Technical Co-operation (CFTC), also attended 
the meeting. The report of the meeting, which was held at the Royal Astronomical 
Society on 17 February 1987, is attached as Annex I11 to this report. 



The mission noted that significant progress was made on the implementation 
of the STPA contract despite some delays encountered at the beginning due to the 
late signature of the contract by the parties concerned. The equipment 
requested by the Inctitute of Statistics and Applied Economics (ISM), 
Makerere University, have already been delivered. A stencil duplicator and 
a photocopier with assorted equipment are being purchased for the Department of 
Statistics, University of Botswana andwereto be dispatched shortly. 75 desk- 
top solar-powered calculators remained to be purchased for the Departments of 
Statistics of the Sniversity of Ghana and the University of Lesotho. Books 
requested by the University of Ibadan were in the process of being purchased. 
Assessment visits were carried out to some European institutions with a view 
to making arrangements for their twinning with ISAE (Makerere University), the 
Department of Statistics of the University of Ghana and the Eastern Africa 
Statistical Training Centre (EASTC) , Dar-es-Salaam. Three teaching missions 
were envisaged for EASTC and 15 for ISAE. The IOS was also to bring the 
EASTC syllabus to craduate level qualification and harmonize between the 
Departments of Statistics of the University of Botswana, the University of 
Lesotho and the University of Swaziland. The main emphasis on the standardiza- 
tion of existing qualificHtions would be to shorten the time spent on service 
training. 

The IOS also reported about the distance learning scheme which was used 
both in the United Kingdom and Overseas and which was being dealt with by a 
newly formed steering group for the 10s' training and development centre. 
The future possibilities of co-operation between IOS and STPA were also 
discussed at the meeting. The relevant details are included in the Annex 111. 

111.2 UNFPA and UN Statistical Office 

The mission discussed with Mr. Lamine N'Diaye, Chief, Africa Branch, and 
Mr. W. Musoke, Propamme Officer, UNFPA, Mr. G. Carissimo, Chief, Technical 
Assistance Group, Ms. K. Gnanasekaran, Chief, Demographic Statistics Section, 
and a number of techical advisers of the UN Statistical Office, the project 
relating to the ceasus training programe in Sub-Saharan Africa. A first 
draft of the project document was handed over to the mission for consideration 
before a meeting was arranged to discuss the project. The training programe 
in census related activities for the national personnel ofi the countries in the 
Sub-Saharan African region has been arranged by UNFPA. It was pointed out that 
this was only part of the training programme required in the region for training 
of national personnel that will participate in the 1990 round of population and 
housing censuses. The training programe will cover international fellowships 
in universities and other institutions, national training courses in census 
taking and data processing, subregional training workshops in data processing 
and analysis and census cartography and preparation of training dbcuments. The 
programme, which will last for 5 years (1987-1992), is expected to ensure the 
training of national personnel from about 35 countries of the region. The 
estimated cost of the programme for the 5 years period is US$1.9 million, i.e. 
approximately US$380,000 per year. 



The mission toted that more than 50 per cent of the estimated cost of the 
training programe has been allocated to international fellowships. It 
pointed out that not only a few countries of the African region could afford 
to spare their high level manpower for a long period of training, but also 
mentioned that larger numbers cmla be traimed at the national or subregional 
levels icith the sane amount earmarked for fellowships. The mission also 
stressed that councry-specific training may be more relevant to local . 
conditions than gaeral training abroad. 

The mission consideied that the national training courses in population 
censuses, data processing, data entry, data editing and collection, data 
tabulation and data base development and uses are very important in view of 
the bottleneck which has been encountered in the past by many countries of the 
region at the data processing stage. Also the subregional training workshops 
in census cartography included in the draft project document will help the 
countries of the region in implementing smoothly this important phase of the 
pre-enumeration activities. The mission also suggested that the proposed sub- 
regional training workshops OF the use of software,packages for data analysis 
should rather be covered in the country level training courses in census data 
processing. The mission recalled that a regional workshop in census taking 
was organized in Yaounde in 1984 for the French-speaking P*frican countries and 
proposed that a similar workshop be included in the present trzining programme 
for the English-speaking African countries. The mission pointed out that the 
implementation of the training programme at the national, subregional and 
regional levels will involve a lot of work, In order to ensure a good co- 
ordination of activities, the responsibilities should be clearly defined among 
all the agencies concenred. For example, the UN Statistical Office/UNDTCD 
could be responsible for the awards of fellowships and for the organization of 
national training courses. ECA would be responsible for the regional and suh- 
regional workshops and would also provide assistance in the organization of 
national training courses to the extent possible. The mission also stressed 
the fact that appropriate arrangements should be worked out to enable ECA to 
receive at an early stage the necessary budget for the implementation of the 
activities assigncd to it. 

The mission also discussed issues relating to the development of social 
indicators and environment statistics with the relevant staff of the UN 
Statistical Office. 

1, 

111.3 UNDP Headquarters 

The mission had the opportunity to discuss the project entitled "statistical 
Development Programme for Africa (sDPA)" with Mr. Otto 0. Essien, Chief, 
Division for the Regional Programme. Regional Bureau for Africa, UNDP, and 
Mr. A. Sallah, Deputy Chief of the same office. It should be recalled that the 
projects to be included in the Fouth cycle UNDP Regional Programme for Africa 
were still under negotiations at the time of the mission. The project envisages 
the integration of activities in the fields of statistical training, basic 
economic statistics and household surveys in order to achieve greater impact and 
co-ordination. 



The UNDP officials pointed out that due attention should be paid to the 
development of statistical training programmes both at the national and 
regional levels for the Portuguese-speaking African countries. They also 
emphasised the need to increase the participation of women at the STPA 
centres. They also indicated that the relationship of the project with the 
private sector should be spelt out clearly. Finally, they informed the 
mission that there would be no problem in the financing of the project but 
the final version of the relevant project document should be forwarded to 
New York as soon as possible. The various project requests will be considered 
by UNDP on the first come first serve basis. 

111.4 CESD r.~d SOEC 

On the way back from New York the mission held discussions in Paris on 
6 March 1987 with Mr. L. Diop, Director of CESD, and Mrs. Elizabeth Herz from 
SOEC, about the project EEC assistance to STPA and the arrangements on the 
organization of a joint meeting of directors of national statistical offices 
of the Portuguese-speaking African countries scheduled to be held in 
Brussels. 

Concerning ti-? project EEC assistance to STPA, the Director of CESD I 
I 

indicated that his centre had implemented all the activities expected from 
it under the EEC contract. 

The following papers used for competitive examinations for admission to 
CESD and French-spoaking STPA centres had been published: - 

(i) papers for the recruitment at the Ing6nieur des travaux statistiques 
(ITS) level, 1983-1985; 

I (ii) papers for the recruitment at the Ingknieur statisticien 6conomiste 
(ISE) level, 1980-1986, mathematics option; 

(iii) papers for the recruitment at the ISE level, 1980-1986, economics 
option. 

i 

CESD also continued to be responsible for organizing the common competitive 
examinations for admission at the Abidjan, Kigali and Yaounde centres at the 
ITS level, Starting from 1987 the entrance competitive examinations at the 
ISE level will also be common between CESD and the Abidjan centre. CESD also 
assisted some countries such as Burundi and the Central African Republic in 
preparing candidates for the competitive examinations a t  the ITS and ISE 
levels. 



The representative of SOEC indicated that the provision of data processing 
equipment for STPA centres is being taken care of. It is envisaged that each 
centre would receive 4 micro-cmputers. However, it was felt necessary to 
reassess the situation in each centre. Therefore SOEC sent missions to a 
number of STPA centres to update their needs. The European Development Fund 
(EDF) approved an a::rrunt of 400,000 ECU for assistance to STPA centres in the 
field of data processing. This is in addition to the 90,000 ECU which had been 
approved initiaIly. 

As regards the arrangements for the organization of the joint meeting of 
directors of natioaal statistical offices of the Portuguese-speaking African 
ountries, it was proposed that this meeting could take place either from 
7-30 April 1987 or from 18-21May 1987. One day would be devoted to the 
eeting of the steering comittee of the project "EEC assistance to STPA" 
nd three days would be for the meeting of the Portuguese-speaking African 
ountries on statistical training. It was agreed that the background documents 
for the latter should be made available in Portuguese, French and English. It 
was suggested that ECA would pay for the per diem of participants at the UN 
rate for Brussels and that the Commission of the European Communities/SOEC 
would meet the travel costs for the participants. In addition, the Comission 
of the European Cornunities will make available a suitable conference room and 
will provide interpretation in the three languages indicated above. 

I 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 4-ND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The mission felt that it was very useful to discuss with colleagues from 
the UN Statistical Office, the other regional commissions, UN specialized 
agencies and other international bodies in order to ensure a better co: 
ordination of statistical activities, especially in the context of the current 
economic and financial crisis. 

The mission was also of the view that the Twenty-fourth session of the 
Statistical Commission performed well its work under the leadership of 
its Chairman, Mr. 0. Boateng from Ghana. The representatives of-the 24 States 
that were currently members of the Commission were unanimously of the view that 
the Commission was performing an invaluable service to the United Nations and 
to member States in an overall cost-effective way. \ 

The arrangements for the organization of the joint EECIECA meeting of 
Directors of national statistical offices of the Portuguese-speaking African 
countries should be finalized as soon as possible. 

The issue relating to the project EEC assistance to STPA should be 
included in the agenda of the Fifth meeting of Directors of Centres participating 
in STPA to enable all concerned to be fully aware of the progress so far made 
and to undertake any necessary follow-up action. 

I 

I 
I 



The proposed census training programme for Sub-Saharan Africa involves 
considerable preparatory work. The administrative, financial and technical 
arrangements for the implementation of the programme should also be finalized 
at the earliest possible. 

Finally, special consideration should be given to issues relating to women, 
the private sector, and the statistical training needs of the Portuguese- 
speaking African countries in the Statistical Development Programme for Africa 
(SDPA) . 



I ANNEX I 
STATISTICAL CONMISSION 24TH SESSION 

PROVISIONAL -- LIST OF PARTICIPmS 
\ COUNTRY I I 

I 
i - .  I ur. Luis Alberto B e c ~ .  I 
i 

ARGENTINA 1 Us. Lelia Boeri de Cervetto I I I I 
I . Edaon de oliveira !&!Si I 

1 Mr. Eduardo August0 I 
de AUneida GuimataeS I 

Wr. Uasayaki Takashima . 
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COUNTRY I I 
i I 

I I 
! 

1 

~ 
KENYA I Hr. P. &J&!l I 

I I 
UEXICO I Hr. Rogelio Hontemavot Seruy I 

I Hr. Edmundo Berunen Torres I 
I ns. Clarisa Torres Hendez I 
) nr. Victor Lichtinzet WaiSman I 
I I 
I I 

NEW Z W D  I Mr. S. Kuzmicich I 
( Mr. R. Levinrton I 
I .  I 
I I 

PAKI'STAN I Hr. Akhtar Hahmood I 
I I 

, , I I . 
'.. S P N N  -. I.*. Javier Ruiz-Castillo I 

I Ms. Carmen Arribas I 
I I 
I I 
I m. Dzigbodi Bauaka - 1 TOGO 
I I 

,UKPAINIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST I nr. Aleksandr Manasyevich 
Zhuk. 

I 
REPUBLIC I - I 

I . Boris Nikolayerich Goudima I 
I 

UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST I Hr. Nicolai Gregorievich &&X 1 
REPUBLICS I Hr. A.A. Konevskir I . 1.n. V O I ~ O V  I I nr. v;~. Rumiantsev I 

I nr. S.G. Jakovlev 1 I.. . S.A. Sukcharev I I Hr. A.L. Panshin I 
I I 

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT Ur. 3. Hibbert I 
BBITNN AND N O R ~ K B N  IREWD I ~ r .  'I. Griffin I 

I Hr. R. Allen I 
I I 
I I 

. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA I ns. ~ 0 ~ 0 t h ~  n.   el la I 
I \ I 
I I 

W I A  1 Us. Celestina Lumba Chenjelani I 
. ! Ssewankambo I 

I 
* 

B. States Members' of the United Nations revresented bv observers 

! 
Canada Ur. Ivan P. Felle~i 

I 
! nr. Jacob m n  

. Bila Pri~ly 
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C. United Nations S e c r e t w  

Department of Technics1 Co-operation ~ r .  X> Qimei 
for Development (DTCD) Mr. Charles Eiio~u 

nr. R.K.  om 

Department of International Economic and Ht. Rafeeuddin &b!!& 
Social Affairs (DIESA) 

Population Division m. Shunichi Inoue I 

Centre,for Social Development and Ms. Kristen Timothv-Lankester 
Humanitarian Affzies (CSDm) ~ 

Projections and Perspective . I. Kawamura 
Studies Branch . D. Walker 

Us. If. Cerami' 

I ~evelbpment Ahalysis Branch Us. L. Hassan 
Us. A. D'Lima 

. \ 

Ratistical-Off ice 
I - -  

I Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) 

Economic and Social  omm mission 
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) 

nr. William Seltzer 
Hr. Adel Al-hkel 
Mr. Peter Partelmus 
Hc. Hichael Beekman ' 

Ms. Uargaret earlin . 
nr, Giovanni Carissino 
Zlr. John Casimir 
nr. Wi1lia.i 
Hc. Lazlo Drechsler 
nc. Vladimir Driuchin 
ns. Amy Fetrara 
Ns. Annawna Geotze 
Hs. Judih . Kottai Gnanasekaran 
nr. ~ a w r e n c e ~ e r d i n ~  
Hr. Robert Johnston 
nr. Hohan Peclc 
Mr. V.R. &= 
, Richard Roberts 
Mr. Toshio Shirematsu 
Ms. Irene Tseo 
Hc. Jan Van Tonzeren 
Ur. Halit Turzut 

Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (ECMC) Mr. Pedro ;a& 

Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) W. Robin Arldrianasolo 

Economic and Social commission Nr. Labeeb hbdunnur 
I 

for Western Asia (ESCVA) 

United Nationa Reaearch Institute for Mr. Claude '?ichard ' 

Social Development (UIJRISD) 
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D. United Nations bodies 

United Nations Development Programe Mr. Timothy Rothemel 
(UNDP) nr. Philip Revnolds 

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) Hr. Leo Goldstone 

United ~ations Fund for Population nr. Habib Siddiaui 
Activities (UNFPA) Mr. Abdul-nuneim Abu-Nuwar 

United Nations Centre for Human Hr. Bhazwat-Sinrh 
Settlements (Habitat) 

\ 
E. Specialized a~encies. IAEA and GATT 

-.. 
Food and Ag-riculture Organization (FAO) Hr. Gabriel S. a 

nr. D.C. ~lonzo . Koichi Hachidera 

ited Nations Educational. Scientific Hr. Gabriel Careoles 

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) - 
rld Health Organization ( W O )  r .  K. 

Mr. Ramesh Chander . 

nal Monetary Fund (IW) Mr. Werner Dannenann 
Mr. HeLenaahan 

United Nations Industrial Development Hr. Robert Ballanee 
Organization (UNIDO) 

* * * 

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade Hr. Franfoh Raynal 
(GATT) 

I \ 
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i z a t i o n  for Economic co-operation 
m. T. peter Hill 

and ~evelopment (OECD) 
\ Mr. Enzo 

World Tourism Organisatioll 



STATISTICAL COMMISSION 24TH SESSION - 
PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

Monday, 23 February  

! dQ , Morning 
- 

Opening o f  the s e s s i o n .  

I tem 1. E l a c  t i o n  of o f f i c e r s .  

I tem 2. Adoption o f  t h e  agenda and o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

\ 
m a t t e r s  (E/CN.3/1987/1, E/CN.3/1987/L.l and 
E/CN. 3/1987/L. 3) . 

- Item 3. S p e c i a l  i s s u e s .  I 
- 

. -- -, Item 3 (a) .  Caamunications between n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s t a t i s t i c a l  a g e n c i e s  and t h e  development o f  d a t a  bases  
(E/CN.3/1987/2). 

n m n  Item 3 ( a ) .  (Continued) . 
'? - 

Item 4. Disseminat ion o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  statistics 
(E/CN.3/1987/4). 

Item 4. (Continued) 

Item 5. Nat iona l  accounts  and balances .  

Itan 5 (a) .  System o f  Na t iona l  Accounts (SNA) (E/CN.3/1987/5, 
E/CX.V1987/6. E/CN.W1987/7 and E/CN.3/1987/23). 

Xten 5 (b). System o f  8a lan&s  of t h e  National Economy (UPS) 
(E/R~. 3/l987/d and PROVXS IONAL 
ST/ESA/STAT/SER. F/l7/Rev. 1, vols .  I and 11) . 

. 'dedneaday, 25 FcbtUaCz 

Morning Item 5 ; > I .  (Continued) 
< 

f t 8 m  5 (e l .  Llnks becveen t h e  System o f  Na t iona l  Accounts and th.? 
System o f  Balances of t h e  Na t icna l  Economy - 
(%'a. 3/1987/9) . 

I 
i 
I 
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Afternoon Item 6. I n t e r n a t i o n a l  economic c l a s s i f i c a t i o ~ s  
( E / a .  3/1987/10, E/CN. 3/1987/23, PROVISIONAL 
ST/ESA/STAT/SER. ~/4/Rev. 3 and PROVISIONAL 
ST&SA/STAT/SER.M/~Y) . 

Thursday,  2 6 Z e b r u a r y  

Morning I tem 7. P r i c e  s t a f f  stics (=/a. 3/1987/11 and E/CN. 3/1987/23] . 
I tem 8. I n d u s t r y ,  energy and environment s t a t i s t i c s .  

. It*"\: ((a) .  I n d u s t r i a l  s t a t i s t i c s  (E/CN.3/1987/12, E/R1.3/1989/23 
and PROVISIONAL sT/EsA/sTAT/SER.M/~O 

& d a o ( d l  

.- . Item 8 (c). Environment s t a t i s t i c s  (E/CN.3/1987/14 and 
E/CN.3/1989/23). 

Item 9. Deraographic and s o c i a l  s t a t i s t i c s .  

31 I tem 9 (a) . Populat ion and housing c e n s u s e s  (E/CN. 3/1987/1S and 
PROVISIONAL ST/ESA/STAT/SER.M/~~/A~~.LI. 

F r i d a y ,  27 Fcbruary 

Morning ftem 9 (bl. S o c i a l  s t a t i s t i c s  and i n d i c a t o r s  (E/CN.3/1987/16 and 
E/CN. 3/198Y/23) 

Item 3. S p e c i a l  i s sues .  

Item 3 (b). S p e c i a l  problems i n  t h e  s t a t i e" , ca l ly  least  deve loped '  
anung t h e  deve lop ing  c o u n t r i e s  (E/CN. 3/L987/3l . 

Item 10. Techn ica l  co-operat ion ( E / a .  3/1987/LY, 
E/CN.3/1987/18, E/CN.3/1987/19 and E/CN. 3/1987/20) . 

A f  t s rnoon Item 10. (Con t inued l  

Honday, 2 March 
,I 

Homing Item 11. Co-ordinat ion and i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s t a t i s t i c a l  programmes (Z/CN.3/L987/211. 

Item 12. Proqramme implementation (E/m.3/1987/22, 
E/CS. 3/l98'l/t3 and E/CN. 3/1987/CRP. 11 . 

A t  t e  cnwn Item 13. Proqramme o b j e c t i v e s  and p i m n i n q  (E/Cp1.3/1987/24, 
E/CN.3/1987/25, E/Cf.3/19S/'4P.l and 
%/a. 3/1981/CtP. 2 )  . . L 



Wdnesdav, 4 March 
1 

Morning Item 15- Repoct o f  the Commissian on its twenty-foucth session 
t 
i '  

(E/CN.3/1987/L.4 and addenda1 . i .  

Tuesday, 3 March 

.' Morning Item 14. provisional agenda foe the twenty-fifth session . . Of the . .  . . 

! .  

. . ,  Conmission (E/CN.3/1987/L.21) Izf . . . . 
. . 

. . . . 

, Ccasideration o f  draft proposals submitted under: . . 
. . . . .  ' . , 

. . . .  . . . . .  items. 3 'to 13. . . .  . . . . , . : .  . : . . . :  
. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  . :.:: . . .  . . . . . . .  s . . 

. . .  . . .  . . . . . . . .  . . : . . . .  ..- ,.<?? ::,, . . 
pree .. , .: : . . I . . , . . . . . . 1: : . . .  



ANNEX 111 

REPORT OF SPECIAL MEETING WITH 10s 

ON TUESDAY, 17TH FEBRUARY 1987 AT 10.30 A.M. 

AT THE ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY 

present: Mr. R.Andrianasol0 
Chief. Censuses br Surveys Advisory Service 
Economic Commission for Africa 

Mrs. G.A.S. Blackman 
Education Secretary, Institute of Statisticians 

- Mr. K.T. Boyd 
Chairman of Overseas Committee, Institute of Statisticians 
Chairman of Project Management Team (EEC Contract) 

Mr. G.M. Clarke 
Chairman of IOS Examinations Board and IOS External Examiner 
for EASTC 
Chzt$rman of Project Assessment Team (EEC Contract) 

Mr. P.S. Cieary 
'b. Secretary General of the Institute of Statisticians 

Mr. P. Singh 
Technical Adviser on Statistical Matters, Commonwealth Secretariat 

INTRODUCTION: 133 ROLE IN EDUCATION AND TRAINING IN AFRICA 
I t '  

Mr. G.M. Clarke gave a brief resume of the IOS's historical involvement 
in educa.tion and training to date, stating the following: 

- The IOS had become involved in 1969 when the need had arisen 
to match statistical syllabuses being taught in Harare to 
those in force in Dar-es-Salaam. 

- The IDS then started to offer its own examinations in English- 
speaking African countries such as Sierra Leone. Cameroon, 
Ghana, Nigeria (where, incidentally, the IOS had been trying 
to encourage moderation and validation rather than direct 
examining, but had received very poor response frorh the Nigeriars 
to date) Sudan, Kenya, Malawi, Zimbabwe (where a very good 
course had been offered for a long time to C.S.O. students) 
and Zambia. 

Mr. P. SFngh reminded all present that the meeting was taking 
place at the request of Dr. de Graft-Johnson. Mr.Andrianaso10 
thanked the IOS for organizing a meeting at such short notice 
and expressed Dr. de Graft-Johnson's regret at not being 
able to attend personally. Mr. Andriar.asolo then explained 
the following: 

- The ElPA (Statistical Training Programme for Africa) had been 
adopted by the ECA Conference of l,!inisters in 1978. One of 
its purposes was to provide a link between ~frican governments 
and international or bilateral agencies such as EEC, CFTC. IOS, 
the X-itish and French Governments. STPA was, therefofe, a 
co-ordinating force between all those involved. 

- STPA first knew of the IOS's involvement in EEC assistance 
to STPA when taking part in the STPA Steering Committee 
meeting which took place in Brussels in December 1984. 
The Contract between EEC and IOS was mentioned at the 
1985 meeting of Directors in Addis Ababa; however, 
Mr. Adrianasolo felt that STPA knew little of the exact 
nature of the work the IOS was to tindertake within the 
framework of the EEC Contract and, therefore, welcomed 



- Mr. Andrianosolo had spoken to Mr. D. Byk of the SOEC 
(Statistical Office of the European Communities) and 
Mr. Byk had been very supportive of this initiative. 

All 10s representatives expressed their satisfaction 
at meeting with a representative of STPA, especially 
since Mr. Clarke had found his attendance at the 1986 
meeting of Directors of the STPA Centres in Addis Ababa 
so very useful. Mr. Cleary then emphasised the IOS's 
beljef that African countries should eventually be able 
to weet all their training requirements without outside 
intervention. 

2. IOS/EEC/STPA PROJECT POLICY 

Mr. Cleary explained what the IOS was required to achieve within 
the framework of the Contract it had recently signed with the EEC: 

- TWINNING 

Twinnings are the method whereby certain African centres 
a& linked with selected European institutions. The purpose 
of these twimings is to help to develop the teaching, training 
and applied research capabilities of African centres by 
establishing long-term contacts with Curopean centres of 
excellence. Three European twins had to be selected for 
the fo1;owing three African institutions: 

(a) ISAE (Institute of Statistics and Applied Economics) 
Makerere, Uganda - 

(b) EAS'I'C (Eastern Africa Statistical Training Centre) - Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania 

(c) Depcrtment of Statistics, University of Legon. Ghana 

The IOS had carried out a total of twelve assessing visits 
to various European establishments in order to find suitable 
Twins. The rules and regulations of the EEC stipulated 
that the three chosen European Twins must be located in three 
different EEC Member States and all must be able to teach 
in English. 

- TRAINING/TEACHING MISSIONS 

Within the teaching programmes of the STPA centres are 
specialised courses (National Accounts, Computing. Statistics 
of Trade, Medical Statistics, Agricultural Statistics etc.) 
which require the presence of specialists. If such experts 
are not available locally, the centres are obliged to call 
on exterqal assistance. In relation to this need, it will 
be the task of the IOS to select appropriate specialist 
institutions, or indeed individuals, who are able to make 
either iong or short teaching visits to African centres to 
deliver specific specialised courses and instruction. The 
IOS was required to organi_s-e. fifteen_-missi_ogstoJSAE and 
t,hr_e_e to Dar-es-Salaam. The Training/Teaching Missions 
were mean >tto----'--‘ 'tram trainers' as well as give teaching iupport 
to African centres. Missions to an African institution would, 
whenev: . possible, be carried out by its European Twin but 
total elasticity was built into the project so the IOS may 
be able to use its expertise to: 

(a) select the best European experts in any given field of 
statistical application 

(b) avoid overlap with Twinning and Study Tours activities 

(c) co-Ordinate overall Training/Teaching Mission programmes 
for each African institution involved. 



- STANDARDZSATION OF QUALIFICATIONS 

The IOS would work on: 

(a) bringing the EASTC to Graduate level qualification 

(b) the standardisation of existing qualifications over Botswana. 
~esotho and Swaziland, as well as shortening the overall 
length of training. 

- SUPPLY OF EQUIPMENT 

Mrs. Blackman reported that: 

(a) with the Contract funding allocation to purchase fifty desk- 
top solar-powered calculators, the IOS had actually purchased 
the rollowing equipment: sixty desk-top solar-powered 
calculators, a stencil duplicator with associate& equipment 
such as tubes of ink and stencils, a typewriter with two 
golf-balls (one for standard typing and one showing a 

. 7. mathematical face), assorted office equipment such as a giant . slapler and staples, a giant hole-puncher and box files. 
These were purchased because of the dire need Professor Sam 
Tulya-Muhika had expressed for the above equipment. The 
IOS had already sent assorted graph papers, statistical tables 
and two boxes of books as a gift to ISAE. All had arrived 
safely snd had been collected by Professor Tulya-Muhika. 

(b) Another 75 desk-top solar-powered calculators remained to 
be purchased: 50 for Ghana and 25 for Lesotho. The IOS 
was confidant that it would be able to obtain the same 
competitive prices as it had obtained for the Ugandan equipment. 
A Stencil Duplicator with assorted equlpmenr and a photo- 

(') copier, assorted equipment and spares (which the IOS was 
careful to match with similar equipment already on site) h a d k n  
purchased, crated and was to be despatched shortly to notswana, 
as required by the Con--3. 

(d) Books requested by Nigeria were in the process of being 
purchased and would be despatched in a way which ensured 
maximum cost-efficiency and security. 

Mr. Cleary pointed out that the funding allocation for the 
above equipment did not include the EDF computer progl'am 
funds. 

Mr. Boyd stressed that the most important aspect of the work 
undertaken by the IOS under the terms of the present contract 
was to promote staff development. In doing so, the IOS, 
would be true to its philosophy of 'training trainers', all 
the while ensuring that overlap was avoided in all areas 
and that African institutions would benefit as much as possible 
from all the 'side-effects' of the contractual work seetheir 

teaching up-dated, as well as being given access to books and 
equipment they do not have on site. Africans on Study Tours 
would be strongly encouraged to write material which they 
could subsequently take back to their own institutions in 
Africa. 

IOS rep~esentatives all felt there was a dire need for overall 
co-ordination since the picture of statistical training in 
Africa was somewhat confused. Mr. Andrianasolo agreed that 
closer collaboration between IOS and STPA was essential. 
STPA pcovided scholarships and I?S provided an extension 
of skills. Mr. Singh gave a resume of the discussions which 
ensued and concluded that: 

(a) The IOS would liaise with STPA on a six-monthly basis 
concerning the IOS involvement in training in Africa. 



(b) The IOS would write an article for the STPA News explaining 
the exact nature of the contractual work it was undertaking. 
stating that the 10s had no involvemmt in the supply of 
micro-computers, naFing, the African countries involved and 
giving a brief resume on what . the historical involvement 
of the 10s in Africa had been to date. 

STPA PROJECTS - IOS ACTIVITY TO DATE 
(a) EASTC 

The requirements were: Twinning, supply of equipment, three 
Training/Teaching Missions and being taken up to B.Sc. level. - A formal request had been received from EASTC mentioning four 
or five possible Twins. The IOS had sent its assessment report 
on EASTC to SOEC. The SOEC would then issue directives on the 
IOS's recommendations with regard to equipment (books, calculators 
etc. 1. The equipment would be bought and supplied to EASTC 

% ,  as soon as the SOEC directives were received. The Twinning 
arrartgements would be finalised during the first half of 1987 
and the first Training/Teaching Mission would take place during 
the next academic year and would probably relate to surveys. 
Mr.  P. Singh stressed the immediate problem, faced by EASTC. 
of staff demoralisation due to its uncertain status as Regional .- - - -  
Centre. All should work to remedy this situation .and-study 
Tours, as well as the supply of adequate equipment, would contribute 
to improving staff morale. Mr. P. Singhalso stressed that any 
expert carrying out Training/Teaching Missions at EASTC should 
take' into account the student reports of field exercises, as well 

-.as the staff reports, and their attitude to research. Mr. Cleary 
ami m. Clarke both stated that the IOS was very committed to the 
EASTC, apart from the EEC Project work, and would definitely 
take heed of Mr. Singh's remarks, since all should be very aware 
of local canditions. 

(b) ISAE , 

There was a requirement for Twinning, fifteen Training/Teaching 
Missions. Study Tours and the.supply of equipment. .. 
The IOS had met with Professor Tulya-Muhika twice and had enjoyed 
a long-term relationship with ISAE, since EASTC students went 
to ISAE to finish their studies up to 0.52. level. An assessment 
report had been produced, not by an official team, but taking 
into account Professor Barry Wetherill's examiner's report (Prof. 
Wetherill is a Fellow of the 10s) and Prof. Tulya-Muhika's awn 
detailed reaort on ISAE. 

Mr.  Clarke expressed concern about the staff situation at ISAE. 
There wer9, at present, sevedeight staff in place to teach four 
years' worth of statistics and carry out Prof. Tulya-Muhika's 
ambitious programme. As well as the E.Sc. and B.A. courses 
currently being taught at ISAE, Prof. Tulya-Muhika also wished 
to set up an M.Sc. course in statistics end an M.A. course in 
demography. This, however, was impossible with the number of 
staff in place. Mr.  Clarke stated the priorities for-ISAE as 
being the following: 

- staff problems had badly affected the teaching of basic 
statistics; it was difficult to build en no base when teaching 
the third year of a B.Sc. course and this area was, therefore. 
the first priority. 

- the present Agricultural Course could not be taught without 
exterm1 help. This was the second priority. 



- Mr. Clarke identified the third priority as being the teaching 
of basic computing. 

The priorities as listed above would, of course, be taken into 
account when organising the fifteen Training/Teaching Missions 
allocated to ISAE under the terns of the present Contract. Prof. 
Tulya-Muhik?. had told the IOS that he could not cope with any 
Training/Tear;hing Mission before September 1987. An assessing 
team from Trinity College, Dublin would visit ISAE in the spring 
of 1987 and the final decision for Twinning would be taken 
subsequently. Prof. Tulya-Muhika had so far requested two Study 
Tours. There again, the staff shortage at ISAE made it extremely 
difficult to take staff away. 

Mr. PnirianasOlo informed the meeting that ISAE had been identified 
as one of the two STPA Centres which could possibly offer post- 
graduate level courses. Prof. Tulya-Muhika had the ministerial 
agreement of the countries involved and in 1978-79 STPA had financed 
two permanent members of staff for two years. Occasionally, part- 
time dembers of staff were also sent to ISAE by STPA. 

Mr. Singh expressed his'satisfaction at Prof. Tulya-Muhika's having 
met with the IOS because of the problems Prof. Tulya-Muhika was 
currently experiencing staff-wise and also with regard 
to ISAE's status as a Regional Centre. Although this status was 
strong in theory,it was not working in practice because, in spite 
of the delrand, no funding support was given to students wishing 
to study at ISAE. Mr. Singh concluded by stating his belief 
that only the E.E.C., not CFTC or ODA, could offer the kind of 
support which was needed by both EASTC and ISAE. There was, 
therefore, a great need during the next three years to: 

- convince EEC that EASTC and ISAE were worth preserving 

- convince EEC that both WILL survive 

(c) BOTSWANA. LESOTHO AND SWAZILAND 

The requirements were to standardise qualifications, shorten the 
overall training time and supply some desk-top solar-powered 
calculators. The IOS was currently undertaking a world-wide 
assessment of qualifications and this would be taken into account 
when deali::: with this particular area of the Contract work. 

The first priority would be to organize an Assessing .Mission. 
Three atteqpts had already been made by the IOS but no response 
had been received from Botswana. It was, however, hoped that 
Dr. Mark Woodward would be carrying out the first Assessing Mission 
in March 1987. 

(d) GHANA \ 

The IOS had experienced serious communication problems with Ghana. 
A document had only just been received from the University of 
Legon and it was hoped that the first Mission would be carried 
out in the summer of 1987. There was a requirement for Twinning 
and Study Tours, but little could be achieved before the Keginning 
of 1988. . 

(e) NIGERIA 

The only requirement under the present Contract was to supply 
the University of Abadan with the list of books it had requested. 
The books had been ordered. 

(f) EUROPEAN ASSESSMENTS 

Mr. Boyd described the situation to date as follows: 

The IOS had not yet visited the Training Centre in Munich and 
t h ~  Institute of Social Studies at The Hague. There was no need 



/ 
to carry cut an asseyment of the CESD (Cewcre Europeen dy formation 
des Statisticiena economistas des pays en voie de Development) 
in Paris since the IOS and the CESD knew each other well: both 
had official representatives on each other's relevant committees. 
Mr. Boyd himself sat on the Administrative Council and the General 
Assembly of the CESD. 

The IOS had, to date, visited the following European Institutions: 

Trinity College Dublin University of Newcastle 
Universitv of Edinbureh Universitv of Readinn - 
University of Kent university of ~outha&ton 

Centre for Statistical Education, Sheffield - 
This had been an excellent information-gathering exercise. *.Boyd 
also informed the meeting of the very recent creation of the IOS's 
first Statistical Training and Development Centre. The Centre 
was located on the campus of the Lancashire Polytechnic and would 
become the focal point for a number of Institute activities. 

uch activity, which was particularly relevant to STPA, was 
'.' One the c 5. eatlon . of a Distance Learning Scheme. 

Mr. Andrianozolo asked the IOS to prepare a document on its Distance 
Learning Scheme to be presented at the next meeting of Directors. 

4. STPA GUIDE SYLLABUS 

Mr. Cleary asked Mr. Ardrianasolo what impact the STPA Guide Syllabus 
had had to date in the teaching of statistics in Africa and Mr. 
.Rdrianosolo replied as follows: there was indeed a guide syllabus 
in existance for the teaching of statistics, both in English and French- 

\ speaking African centres and, during the next meeting of STPA Directors, 
to take place in Addis Ahaba later in the year, an agenda item would 
be dedicated to exexamining how closely followed the syllabuses had 
been to date. The syllabus for middle-level training owed a lot to 
the IOS syllabus and there was, in Mr. Andrianasolo's view, a need 
to review, monitor and update the situation on a regular basis. 

5. STPA SURVEY ON DEMANU FOR MIDDLE-LEVEL TRAINING 

Mr. Singh reminded those present that two studies had been carried 
out: the ECA study in 1976 and subsequently the EEC survey which 
was organized jointly with the ECA and the ACP. There was a need 

'to review the .studies since the situation had changed considerably 
in the various countries concerned. The EASTC, in particular, needed 
to know how to restructure itself in view of in-service training courses. 
There was also a need to ascertain the demand for graduate level training. 
The questionnaire was, in Mr. Singh's view. very relevant. It had 
been sent to thirteen different countries - so far <two replies had 
been received. Mr. Cleary stressed the vital importance of including, 
not only the government sector, but all those involved in in-service 
training and expressed the hope that the survey would help remedy 
this very, situation. Mr. Andrianasolo informed the meeting that the 
report on the survey would be submitted to the Board meeting in September. 
However, some elements of it would go to the meeting of Directors 
in Addis Ababa. The results of the survey should be ready in May or 
June 1987. ' 

6. IOS/CESD LIAISON 

Mr. Boyd reported that eighteen months of formal liaison between the 
IOS and the CESD had now taken place. The.Director of CESD. Mr. Lamine 
Diop, sat on the IOS Overseas Committee, Profess~r Ray Harris. Chairman 
of the Statistical Training Committee, sat on the Scientific Committee 
of the CESD and Mr. Boyd himself sat on the CESD Administrative Council 
and General Assembly. The CESD Syllabus was more mathematically 



and economically oriented, (the last point being of particular interest 
to the 10s). Mr. Cleary reported that a syllabus comparison between 
the IOS and the CESD was in progress. The IOS very much admired 
CESD's system whilst the CESD was impressed with the IOS's knowledge 
of middle-level training. This mutual appreciation had pushed both 
institutions to working towards the future establishment of a common-core 
syllabus for bo;h Fr/ench and English-speaking African centres. The IOS 
would add a resume on the relationship between itself and the CESD, 
to be included in the article it would prepare for the STPA News. 
Mr. Singh reminded all present that the Board had agreed to allow 
examination scripts to be seen by the CESD and Mr. Cleary concluded 
by- stating that proposals were being considered for the CESD and the 
IOS to organize summer schools in both Freneh and English. 

7. DIRECTORS OF STPA CENTRES - CONFERENCE 1987 
Mr.Andrianaso10 reminded the meeting that the fifth meeting of Directors 
of STPA Centres would take place in Addis-Ababa from 26th to 30th 
October 2987. A provisional agenda had been drafted which included 
an item on the need for graduate-level training as previously mentioned 
when discussing the Survey. 

8. IOS TRAINING CEiiTRE - 
Mr. Cleary reported that the first meeting of the Steering Group for 
the IOS's Training and Development Centre had recently taken place. 
The Centre gave the IOS the long-awaited opportunity of doing things 
'its way'. It was funded totally by the Lancashire Polytechnic for 

. eighteen months, including staff. Up to three people would be seconded 
full-time to the Centre. including both statisticians and educationalists. 
The first priority of the Centre would be to develop full-time courses 
for the IOS examinations. Such courses would be available from September 
1987 for the Ordinary Certificate and the Higher Certificate. Hopefully, 
in September 1988, full-time courses for the Graduate Diploma would 
also be on offer. The Centre would act as a focal point for Distance 
Learning and would also, hopefully, attract funding for educational 
projects. It would possibly co-ordinate the activities of the various 
ASRUs (Applied Statistics Research Units situated on various University 
campuses) in relation to developing countries' requirements and would 
make every effort to attract funding to support the activities of 
the ASRUs. Itwould offer placements for students and would encourage 
the rest of Europe in developing the interest it had shown in statistical 
professionalism. The Centre would offer long-term possibilities for 
the IOS examinations in, for example. bringing African students over 
to study. A first section could be concerned with Hong Kong, the 
Caribbean etc., and a second section would concern itself with the 
interest and the need STPA had expressed in middle-level training. 

I Lastly, the Centre could offer long-term and short-term visits as 
well as Teaching Administration. 

9. IOS/STPA - FUTURE POSSIBILITIES 
Mr. Ardrianasolo emphasised the importance of constant co-ordination, 
as well as the maximum use of resources, in existing infrastructures. 
Mr. Cleary'stated the unequivocal agreement of the IOS on these points. 
Mr. Cleary then wished to discuss various points with Mr.Andrianaso10 
as follows: 

Kay - Meeting of STPA Representatives organized by SOEC 

. Andrianasolo indicated that a meeting of the Steering Cornittee would 
take place in Brussels in Kay 1937 in order to assess progress of the 
project EEC assistance to STPA. The problems currently encountered by 
EASTC vouli also be discussed. This m~eting of the Steering Cowittee 
woula be followed by a meeting of the Portuguese-speaking African countries -- - 2 -  L . . . 



Medical Statistics School in Africa , . 
Mr. Andriannsolo informed Mr. Cleary that a firs* .Regional Workshop 
had taken place on this matter, near Harare, in November 1986 with 
the WHO (World Health Organization). This was a field where there 
was a need for further developments as there was, indeed, interest 
shown in that area. However, Mr. Andrianasolo found it difficult to 
give the IOS advice on how to approach the problem since the topic 
under discussion at the Workshop was not Mel'ical Statistics as the 
IOS understood it. Mr. Cleary enquired whether WHO was the best 
organization to contact in order to discuss the possibility of common 
Medical Statistics teaching in French and English - Mr-Andrianosolo 
would send the IOS a copy of the Harare report. 

Specialised African Centres 

Mr. Singh expressed great doubt about the merits of such specialisation 
since experience had proved that it tended to encourage a very 
unsatisfactory use of funds. Mr. Singh cited the example of Kenya 
where too much specialisation had had the effect of 'sucking in' funds 

\' on very narrow projects, sometimes (and regrettab1y)'just for personal 
reasons. Agricrrltural Statistics presented an even bigger issue and 
it was, therefwe, essential to identify exact demand FIRST. Mr. 
Cleary agreed with Mr. Singh and stressed the importance of increased 
co-ordination of all involved over the next ten years. 

Statistics Teaching in Schools - did STPA have an:r views? 

M r .  Adrianasolo replied that discussions had taken place on this matter 
I 

~involving.IJNESC0 but nothing had been achieved to date. It was, however, 
a very interesting idea which should be pursued. Mr. Clarke stressed ' that a reasonable level of mathematics was required in schools in 
order to teach statistics effectively; however, if this could be 
achieved, it would most certainly increase the demand for statisticians. 
Mr. Cleary reminded all present that the IOS had created its own Diploma 
in Teaching Statistics which could, in Dista~ce Learning form, help 
change mathematics teachers into statistics teachers. Mr. Cleary 
regretted the fact that numerous conferences on subjects relating 
to developing countries were taking place in the developed world but 

I 
little was done on the ground. The IOS believed that STPA was ideally 
placed to DO something about it and the IOS was v:ry willing to help. 

Mr. Cleary asked the meeting whether they were aware of an organization 
called 'Books for Development' but all present gave a negative reply. 
Mr. Singh wishcd to see the IOS collect books for developing countries 
but Mr. Clarke stressed the problem of transport fundiAg this inevitably 
raised. The ICS had very little working capital at its disposal and 
any suggestions on how to remedy this situation would indeed be welcome. 
Mr.+Jrianosolo answered this last point, made by Mr. Boyd, in reminding 
the IOS that the EEC had support capital within its budgetary framework 
to support European institutions. < 

Institutional Affiliation 

Mr. Cleary asked Mr. Adrianasolo whether STPA would be interested 
in joining, the IOS as an Affiliated Organization, the grade of Institu- 
tional Affiliation having recently been introdwed by the IOS. Full 
details would be sent to STPA. 

There being no fwther business, the meeting closed a t  3.45 p.m. 


