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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The coming into force of the Agreement on the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade

Negotiations and the establishment of the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 1 January 1995,

has provided Africa with both challenges and opportunities. Hence the recognition that for

African countries there is need to develop effective strategies for integration of their economies

in the world economy, to improve internal competitiveness, to open up markets among

themselves and globally, and to take advantage of the opportunities being generated by

globalization and liberalization of the world economy. The urgent need for the continent to play

a more active role in the international trading system and in the WTO is also recognized, as duly

reflected in the Tunis Declaration on the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations

adopted in October 1993 and the Tunis Framework for Action for Implementation of the

Uruguay Round Agreements by African Countries, adopted by the International Conference on

the Uruguay Round and African Economies held in October 1994. -

2. While there is a general consensus that the Round will result in a substantial increase in

income and will help create a more conducive world trading environment with fewer restrictions

and better market access, some preliminary studies indicate that Africa may at best gain very

little from the Round. Africa may in fact initially suffer a net loss due to the erosion of

preferences in the European market in the framework of the Lome Convention as well as due to

the higher food import bills. The European Union will cut Most Favoured Nation (MFN) duties

on imports from all countries and this will reduce the preferential margins previously enjoyed

by Africa over other suppliers. Traditionally, only a few African countries have so far

effectively utilized;these preferences. At the centre of the problem are the constraints posed by

both supply bottlenecks and lack of competitiveness.

3. _ However, despite the anticipated short-to-medium term losses, there are many reasons

why the Uruguay Round should be of strategic importance to Africa's development both in terms

of challenges to be overcome and opportunities to be exploited. Among others, the most

commonly mentioned reasons are related to the impact of agricultural liberalization; the

constraints of preferential market access arising from granting of lower preferences to all WTO

members; and removal of non-tariff barriers. There are also the future trading opportunities that

Africa could take advantage of, but for which it has to adapt to exploit them.

4. While Africa acknowledges that, in the context of a globalizing and liberalizing world

economy, its survival, increasing its trade share and eradicating poverty, depends to a large

extent on its ability to effectively integrate its economies into the world system, the challenges

to be surmounted are indeed formidable but not impossible to overcome. Furthermore, a "level

playing field" has yet to emerge in international trade and hence the need for Africa to clearly

articulate its position on a number of the issues under discussion. African countries will now

have to adapt to this new environment involving aliigher level of multilateral discipline than they

had to face before. At the same time, they have to identify and take advantage of the

opportunities that the post-Uruguay Round trading system has to offer. Already a number of

African countries are in the process of thoroughly reviewing the Uruguay Round Final Act with

a view to identifying the challenges posed and opportunities promised by the Agreement.
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II. AFRICA AND THE NEW WORLD TRADING SYSTEM

5. The Uruguay Round produced the greatest package of trade agreements ever achieved in

all GATT Rounds with regard to its scope, complexity and impact on international trading

environment and domestic policies. The WTO has, interalia. been entrusted with the task of

overseeing the implementation of all the multilateral and plurilateral agreements that have been

negotiated in the Uruguay Round and those that will be negotiated in the future. It is also

entrusted with the process of helping to create a level playing field for the promotion and

regulation of trade. The WTO is expected to ensure the security and predictability of the new

world trading system, enhance market access and provide a new scope for attracting foreign

direct investment.

6. The Uruguay Round trade liberalization programme has resulted in very low levels of

tariff protection by Africa's main trade partners. Many African products enjoy duty free access

to the main three export markets, namely the European Union, USA and Japan. In these

traditional markets, when the agreements are fully implemented, 85 percent of Africa's products

will be exported duty free or taxed at a rate below 3 percent. African countries will be therefore

accorded better access to their traditional export markets. This is true, for instance, for

gemstones, precious metals, wood products, furniture, etc. which are products of export interest

to Africa. However, this is countered by the expected erosion of preferential margins under the

Lome Convention. This erosion could be as high as 100 percent for coffee and cocoa, 50

percent for phosphoric acid, more than 30 per cent for petroleum by-products, Crustacea and

leather; and more than 20 percent for tobacco.

7. The Uruguay Round negotiations have also improved the WTO dispute settlement

mechanism. It has .hecome stronger, more transparent, automatic and speedier than ever. This

is a very important outcome, especially for Africa and other developing countries which now

have automatic access to the WTO Director General's "bons offices" for mediation, and enjoy

shorter time periods for the completion of Panel's investigations. This will reinforce confidence

of African countries in the system.

8. To take advantage of the new trading system, African countries should count much less

in future on special tariff preferences and put more emphasis on measures that will improve

competitiveness of their economies, enhance ±eir productivity and strengthen their supporting

infrastructure. This will require thorough assessments at the country, subregionai and regional

levels of the implication of the Uruguay Round. This should particularly-focus on the way

Africa could exploit present and future comparative advantages, including development of new

products and markets and building the necessary human and institutional capacities. Africa's

future trading capacity will to a large extent depend on its ability to complete a fast integration

subregionally as well as into the demanding world trading system.

9. African countries will find it necessary to enhance their productive capability and

competitiveness both domestically and externally. They should identify and keenly take

advantage of the opportunities that the new trading system offers. To this end, individual _ /

African countries as well as subregionai economic groupings should be encouraged to undertake /
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export promotion efforts in those areas where there may be promising prospects. In spite of the

loss of special trade preferences, African countries should endeavour to maintain export shares

in traditional exports of agricultural products, including tropical beverages and sugar, most

especially by improving the technology of production and ensuring that their current structural

adjustment programmes have a favourable effect on the supply situation of these products. They

should also endeavour to increase the level of exports of processed agricultural goods and raw

materials, by ensuring adequate resources for the improvement of production, and easing the

bottlenecks to domestic processing.

10. On the discussion on the future negotiations with the European Union within the context

of a successor to the Lome Convention that is compatible with the WTO Agreement, emphasis

should be placed on measures that will improve the competitiveness of African economies, such

as economic diversification, the expansion of infrastructure and the improvement of productivity.

They should pursue the issue of appropriate compensation for the "loss they will sustain on

account of the erosion of preferences, as agreed in the Framework for Action, but they could

agree that any such compensation should be devoted almost exclusively to economic restructuring

and diversification. To promote this approach, the provisions of a new Lome Convention could

give more emphasis to industrial cooperation and development finance, improvement" of

productivity and competitiveness of African exports, and trade development.

III. MAJOR AGREEMENTS OF INTEREST TO AFRICA

11. The WTjD functions in such a way that all agreements have to be considered as a "single

undertaking". Given the stage of development of African countries, some agreements are

obviously of major importance to the continent and require specific and sometimes differentiated

actions and.time frames from their trading partners. At the cost of selectivity,-the following

agreements are of crucial significance to Africa.

1. Industrial products

12. The main features of the Agreement concerning industrial products is the expansion by

developed countries of bindings to cover 99 percent of imports; the expansion of duty-free access

from 20 to 44 percent of total imports; and reduction of the trade-weighted average tariff by 40

percent. With regard to tariff reductions on individual product categories, developed countries

will reduce tariffs by substantially above-average amounts (i.e. 60 percent or more) in three

categories -wood, pulp, paper and furniture; metals; and non-electric machinery; and reduce

tariffs by less than the 40 percent average reduction in four categories -fish and fish products;

textiles and clothing; leather, rubber, footwear; and transport equipment.

13. As developed countries' tariffs on industrial products have been reduced to only 3.8

percent, developing countries need not accept reopening of negotiations in this area, unless the

aim is to further reduce these tariffs.



2. Agriculture

14. The Agreement on Agriculture calls for the gradual reform of trade in agriculture and the

adoption of new disciplines to govern the use of border measures to control imports, and the use

of export subsidies and other subsidies that governments grant to support the prices of

agricultural products. Quantitative restrictions were replaced with tariffs. Elimination of

agricultural support and protection in industrialized countries will result in higher prices for

imports of essential foodstuffs. Also, African countries will be confronted with the obligation

to reduce their domestic support to agriculture, although the special provisions for developing

and least-developed countries exempt those below a certain level of GNP from some of the

obligations while-allow others to delay implementation. In recognition of the special conditions

faced by net food-importing countries, the Marrakesh Ministerial Decision on Measures

Concerning the Possible Negative Effects of the Reform Programme on Least Developed and Net

Food Importing Developing Countries acknowledged in particular the role of food aid in grant

form in addition to other measures such as financial assistance to meet the transitional additional

financial burdens. -These provisions should be implemented.

15. Future negotiations on agriculture should aim at evaluating the implementation of the

AgreemenCespecially as to the progress made by developed countries in achieving the goals set

therein. African countries should ensure that.their preferential treatment under the Agreement is

maintained. _

3. Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS)

Measures

16. A number of imported agricultural products including fresh fruits and vegetables, meat,

meat products and other food products are subject to sanitary and phytosanitary regulations as

well as product standards. The Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary

Measures provides for specifications of sanitary and phytosanitary measures aimed at protecting

human, animal and plant life and health. The stricter measures, may be used by developed

countries as disguised non-tariff barriers to imports.

17. It is therefore necessary that African countries, individually and collectively, establish

mechanisms for the monitoring of sanitary and phytosanitary standards as they affect their exports

to developed countries, and exchange information on coping with the problem. As this is

provided for in the Agreement on SPS, African countries should seek technical assistance from

the international community to establish such national mechanisms to monitor the way sanitary

and phytosanitary standards affect their exports.

4. Textiles and Clothing

18. Through the phasing out of the Multifibre Arrangements (MFA) as spelt out in the

Agreement on textiles and clothing, the sector will be more open to international competition.

Although manufactured textiles and clothing do not at present constitute a major component of



African exports, apart from Mauritius, there is a strong possibility that several African countries,

in particular Botswana, Cote d'lvoire, Kenya, Lesotho, and Nigeria, could become major

exporters as MFA restrictions are phased out. This is an area where African countries should

endeavour to make rapid strides, since they are all heavy consumers of textiles, while several of

them produce cotton and could become even bigger producers with more attention given to

agricultural production and extension services.

19. To take full advantage of the new situation, African countries should consider taking the

following actions:

(a) Set up regional and subregional mechanisms for monitoring the implementation

of the Agreement to advise member States on the specific measures to enable them

take maximum advantage of the various provisions;

(b) Free intra-regional trade in textiles and clothing, and promote linkages between

textile producing industries in the respective subregional markets;

(c) Strengthen national industries in textiles and clothing, so that they can benefit

from the progressive liberalization under the WTO Agreement and expand

Africa's market share.-

5. Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs)

20. The TRIPs Agreement provides for higher levels of protection of intellectual property

fights. The crucial issue here is how African countries can protect their biodiversity wealth from

the powerful chemical and pharmaceutical companies of industrialized countries..

21. To this effect, African countries should amend their existing intellectual property laws and

enact new ones to conform to the TRIPs Agreement. They should also maintain databases on

their biodiversity wealth and enact laws on access to Africa's biodiversity, sources, and set out

the conditions for the conclusion of agreements with chemical and pharmaceutical companies on

access. Equally important, is the need for them to participate effectively in future negotiations.

6. Trade-Related Investment Measures (TRIMs)

22. As in the case of TRIPS, there was a good deal of argument as to whether the issue was

appropriate for negotiations by the Uruguay Round, with developed countries favouring such

negotiations while the developing countries were opposed to them. In the end, recognizing that

"certain investment measures can cause trade-restrictive and distorting effects", it was decided

that the agreement should apply-to "investment-measures related to trade in goods only", in

conformity with Articles III and XI of GATT. The aim of the Agreement is to prevent measures

which compel a local investor to purchase or use products of domestic origin in its production

process in preference to imported substitutes, or to compel the investor to export a certain

proportion of its domestic production.



23. The Agreement provides that "not later than five years after the date of entry into force

of the WTO Agreement, the Council for Trade in Goods shall review the operation of the

Agreement and, as appropriate, propose to the Ministerial Conference amendments to its text.

In the course of this review, the Council for Trade in Goods shall consider whether the

Agreement should be complemented with provisions on investment policy and competition

policy." It is essential therefore that African countries take part in the review exercise to ensure

that their concerns are taken into consideration.

7. Expanding trade in services

24. The General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) entails the acceptance of specific

but limited sectoral commitments by African countries. African countries however, are not

actively participating in the continuing negotiations in the sectors of maritime transport, financial

services and basic telecommunication services.

25. In order to derive benefits from GATS, African countries must strengthen their export

capacity in services. They can explore possibilities of collective negotiations, where appropriate,

with foreign service providers.

8. Protection against unfair trade.practices

26. The Uruguay Round Agreement authorizes importing countries to restrict imports for

temporary periods if it is established that such imports cause serious injury to the domestic

industry that produces like or directly competitive products.

27. In the light of the extensive liberalization programmes they have undertaken, African

countries will find it necessary to make use of the provisions of the Agreements on Subsidies and

Countervailing Measures and on Anti-Dumping Duties to protect themselves against unfair trade

practices. They are also likely to find it necessary to apply the provisions of the Agreement on

Safeguards to prevent their domestic industries from injury as a result of the rapid liberalization

process. On the other hand, African countries may also find their exports confronted with such

actions in export markets.

28. In this connection, African countries should take necessary steps to prepare the required

domestic legislation needed for the good use of these provisions. For countries that have bound

their tariffs at high levels in their commitments within the WTO liberalization context, they can

use this arrangement as a protection instrument since putting in place anti-dumping legislation

has proved to be a very complex and costly undertaking.

IV. THE URUGUAY ROUND AGREEMENT AND AFRICAN ECONOMIC

INTEGRATION

29. The issue of integration in the framework of multilateral trade is governed by Article

XXTV of GATT 1994. The Article acknowledges the increasing number of customs unions and
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free trade areas and their contribution to the expansion of world trade through "closer integration

between economies..." It stresses that the aim of integration should be to facilitate trade among

"integrated" entities and not to raise barriers to trade with third party territories, members of

GATT.

30. The need for regional integration in Africa is unquestionable. Reconciling this need with

exigencies of the emerging multilateral trading system is one of the issues Africa will have on

its agenda for negotiations within the WTO. Economic integration should be regarded as part

of the adjustment process through which Africa should build the necessary capacities and

competitiveness for a meaningful participation in the emerging multilateral trading system.

31. In the light of the new situation created by the Uruguay Round agreements, African

countries should accelerate the process of regional and subregionai integration to widen-their

regional markets, enhance the mutual complementarity of their economies, and encourage their

industrial, agricultural and service producers to adapt progressively to increasingly competitive

trading environments.

32. In this connection, in. the light of new pressures for more trade liberalization under the

Uruguay Round Agreement, and the extensive liberalization measures that most of African

countries have had to undertake in implementing structural adjustment programmes, one crucial

question they should consider is whether they still need to maintain any tariff and non-tariff

barriers on their intra-regional trade. There is a strong view that, with barriers on extra-regional

and intra-regional trade already substantially reduced across the board and with the further

liberalization that they have to accomplish in the implementation of the UR results, African

countries should now aim to accelerate the removal of all tariff and non-tariff barriers on goods

of regional origin entering intra-regional trade. To this effect, the OAU and ECA, in cooperation

with the regional and subregionai economic communities, should sponsor technical assistance

programmes which would be directed to assisting African countries to assess the possible impact

of such a measure-, and how to deal with any transitional problems that may arise. African

countries need to give most serious attention to this issue in view of the fact that the

achievement of regional free trade is now high on the agenda of all the major regional and

subregionai trade blocs.

33. Africa needs time to adjust to the new system; its partners within the WTO should take

into account and support the Abuja Treaty for the establishment of the African Economic

Community and its trade liberalization time frame. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article

XXIX:12(l3) regarding the responsibility of "each Member under the GATT 1994 for the
observance of all the provisions of the GATT 1994..." a mechanism for consultation between

the WTO and the OAU/AEC Secretariat monitoring the implementation of the Abuja Treaty

should be instituted to agree on any adjustments" needed for a smooth implementation of both

Agreements. The establishment of a Working Party to this effect should be considered. In their

negotiations, the two parties may be guided by the Understanding on the Interpretation of Article

XXIV of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994, especially in its provisions

contained in paragraph 12 on dispute settlement and paragraph 15 on consultations among

Members.
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34. Such negotiations should address the problems ofcompatibility between WTO and African

subregionai groupings' objectives. The following issues are among those which should be

considered: (i) conditions under which member States of the African Economic Community can

be exempted of the strict application of the MFN clause due to the integration process provided

for by the Abuja Treaty; (ii) When the African Economic Community reaches the stage of a free

trade zone, there may be incompatibilities with the WTO liberalization scheme; this should be

looked into now; (iii) some protocols adopted within the framework of the Abuja Treaty may

also conflict with provisions of the Uruguay Round; for instance, in many areas, the rules of

origin as defined within the Abuja Treaty do not necessarily correspond to the WTO definitions;

and (iv) in the light of the provisions of the Abuja Treaty, a common external tariff has to be

instituted to protect the common market; this is in contradiction with WTO's liberalization

scheme; and (v)-granting the OAU an observer status to WTO to facilitate interaction between

the two institutions and work as of now on the modalities for preventing these potential clashes

between the WTO and the African Economic Community provisions.

35. In this regard lessons from other regions should also be carefully studied to determine

whether or not new perspectives are called for and change directions. It has been established that

the envisaged African Economic Community is within the Enabling Clause of GATT which

provides for conditions for regional, economic integration schemes. The objectives or UR

agreement vis-a-vis those of Abuja Treaty are in concert as they both aim at raising the basic

incomes of people, developing and full use of resources using the instruments of trade

liberalization. In ordertor Africa's subregionai groupings to enjoy the status of custom territory

without violating the GATT rules they would have to speed up and implement their liberalization

schemes within the time frame allowed.

V. ON-GOING AND FUTURE NEGOTIATIONS

36. African countries will have to be better organized to play a more active role in future

negotiations on the pending issues within the Uruguay Round Framework as well as on new

items now being proposed for future multilateral trade negotiations.

(a) Telecommunications

37. African countries have not joined the Negotiations on Basic Telecommunications. ~A11

commitments resulting from these Negotiations will be part of the schedules annexed to the

GATS and shall be governed by the provisions of the Agreement. The interests of African

countries would be better served if they joined the negotiations and took advantage from the

special provisions for developing countries. The provisions would allow them to restrict access

to their telecommunications facilities, and/or make it conditional to provision of training, transfer

of technology, etc. needed to upgrade their national telecommunications infrastructure and

capacity.



(b) Maritime Transport Services

38. - Until the date of signature of the Final Act of the Uruguay Round, no African country

had announced its intention of participation in the negotiations to defend their interests.

Negotiations will resume not later than 1 January, 2000. This provides African countries with

the opportunity to prepare and take advantage of the special provisions for developing countries.

(c) Financial Services " ■ ■. _

39. African countries have not participated actively in the negotiations, notwithstanding that

their interests in this sector are of paramount importance. African countries should reform and

strengthen their financial sector and services so that they can be better prepared to participate in

the next round of negotiations, scheduled to take place before the end of 1997.

(d) Trade and Environment

40. Developing countries fear that the imposition of new environmental standards will impose

an additional burden on their already weak competitiveness as the developed countries may "use

them as a device to prevent access of products from developing countries to their markets.

Whereas Africa is fully supportive of the fact that countries must take measures aimed at

protecting human, animal and plant life or health, developed countries should refrain from the

temptation of using environmental standards as a form of trade protection. In addition, it is

questionable whether in Africa the implementation of the Uruguay Round Agreements will make

an important contribution to the objectives of sustainable development unless that is strongly

finked to the intensification of the transformation process. Otherwise, there are high risks of

further depletion of the continent's natural resources and vegetation cover leading to the

worsening of the environment.

(e) Trade and Competition Policy

41. Whereas the multilateral trading system has attained substantial progress in the field of

liberalization, it has not yet come up with a comprehensive framework in a coherent and global

way. Indeed, the issue of trade and competition was addressed in an isolated way under a

number of agreements of the Uruguay Round, only in the scope of eliminating Restrictive

Business Practices.

42. There is need for negotiating an Agreement within the framework of WTO. This

Agreement would emphasize the link between trade liberalization and competition policies and

bring about greater convergence of these two aspects of international trade. African countries

need more time to enhance their competition capabilities.

if) Trade and Labour Standards

43. This is a highly contentious issue on which there is not yet a consensus within WTO.

The US is pushing up the matter, notably in terms of human rights (in the Indian Sub-continent
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for example). African countries fear that the social clause will be used as a non-tariff-barrier.

They believe that this should be handled within ILO competence. African negotiators should

insist on presenting the continent's comparative advantage in terms of labour costs.

(g) Trade and Investment

44. The worry of developing countries with respect to this issue is that the harmonization of

investment policies resulting from a multilateral agreement on investment would deprive them

of the ability to frame their national investment policies in the light of their development

objectives and priorities. This is why some developing countries have been firmly opposing any

move towards establishing a multilateral agreement on investment. Africa needs to follow

closely the developments in this area and ensure its representation in the committees that may

be formed to look into the matter within the WTO as a result of the Singapore meeting.

VI. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENTS

(a) Fulfilling the obligations of membership

45. Currently,- about a third of African countries are not members of the WTO. The

modalities for accession to the WTO for non-original members are governed by Article XII of

the Agreement establishing the World Trade Organization. Unlike in many other international

organizations, accession to the WTO is subject to payment of a membership fee which varies

according to the economic importance of the country. The minimal fee for small countries

represents a percentage of total intentional trade in goods, services and intellectual property

rights. In addition; the country contributes the same percentage to the Working-Capital Fund.

(b) Technical assistance

46. African countries should vigorously pursue the concessions and special provisions granted

by the Uruguay Round Agreement to developing and least-developed countries. Most agreements

contain provisions on differentiated treatment of developing and least developed countries (LDCs)

which evolve around the provision of: (i) longer transitional periods; (ii) technical assistance; and

(iii) preferential treatment and more understanding vis-a-vis developing countries in

implementation of non-tariff barriers. Moreover, the Ministerial Decision on Measures in

Favour of Least-Developed Countries and the Decision on Measures Concerning the Possible

Negative Effects of the (agriculture) Reform. Programme on Least-Developed and Net Food-

Importing Countries are all addressing the specific needs of developing and least-developed

countries. However, for these instruments to be of help to African countries, they need to be

translated into action. To this end, the proposed Aid Donors Meeting to be convened in early

1997 should make clear commitments towards addressing the problems confronted by African

countries in implementing the Agreement.

47. A prerequisite to the effective setting up of technical assistance programmes in this area

would be for each African country to conduct an assessment of the implications of the Uruguay

Round agreements on its national economy and the policy measures and legislation required to
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effectively respond to the post-Uruguay Round situation. Priority technical assistance will be

required to assist individual African countries as they set out to assess: (i) the domestic

requirements (legal, administrative) for compliance with the agreements; (ii) the economic impact

of the various agreements and their policy implications; and (iii) new market access conditions

facing their countries' trade, including barriers to trade. African countries should call on their

trading partners to implement the provisions on technical assistance as contained in most

agreements.

(c) Mechanisms for technical assistance to African countries

48. The WTO and other United Nations organizations should set up a mechanism of technical

assistance to African countries for the implementation of the Uruguay Round Agreement. The

African Ministers of Trade have invited UNDP as well as the donor countries international

financial institutions to support this effort.

VII. WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE TO ACCELERATE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF

THE URUGUAY ROUND AGREEMENTS

(a) At the National Level

49. Most of the preliminary actions for the effective participation in the new world trading

system would have to be undertaken at the national level. The effective implementation of the

Uruguay Round-would require: (a) completion of the accession arrangements by those countries

which have not done so; (b) carrying out diagnostic studies with a view to identifying

opportunities for market access; (c) reorientation or policy and development of analytical and

negotiation capacity; (d) active involvement in the on-going and future negotiations and building

up of negotiation capabilities.

(b) Action at the regional and subregional level

50. There are, however, important actions that have to be taken at the subregional and

regional levels. For example, each subregional economic community has the responsibility of

ensuring that the notification required about customs unions and free trade areas under Article

XXIV of GATT 1994 is duly made. More important, the regional economic communities have

an important role to play in economic diversification, improvement of infrastructure etc., which

are crucial to the greater productivity of African enterprises and improved competitiveness of

African exports. Indeed, the conclusion of the Uruguay Round should encourage the regional

economic communities to accelerate their plans in these areas. In addition, as WTO members

are not at the same level of development, developed countries should exercise flexibility and

understanding regarding developing countries' limitations to implement the Agreement.

51. The regional economic communities such as ECOWAS, SADC, COMESA, ECCAS, are

better placed to encourage research at the national level on the possible national consequences

of accelerating the process of intra-regionai trade. liberalization, and how some of these

consequences can be addressed. The regional economic communities also have a major role to
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play in the establishment of subregionai and regional mechanisms for coordinating Africa's

position in future negotiations and in ensuring that African countries become more fully involved

in such negotiations.

VIII. CONCLUSION

52. African countries participated in the Uruguay Round with commitment to a more open

and fair multilateral trading system. Presently, they are confronted with the challenge of

building their capacities to become active and meaningful players in this new trading

environment, through the development of human resources, infrastructure and diversification of

production and trade. Africa should be enabled to grow, develop and compete. Hence there is

an important responsibility for the international community to see that this is achieved- Africa

expects that the Uruguay Round process will provide the required time and resources to enable

it fully implement the provisions of the Agreement. It is therefore important that the

differentiated treatment accorded to the developing and least-developed countries is translated into

concrete actions that will enable them integrate in the world trading system and transfonn their

economies. For the least-developed countries in particular, derogations should be extended until

such time that their efforts are rewarded by their graduation from this category.


