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I. INTRODUCTION

This report of the activities undertaken by ECA from April 1995 to April 1996 to

promote the advancement ofwomen in Africa is prepared to be reviewed by the Seventeenth

meeting of the Africa Regional Coordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in

Development (ARCC). The organization of the report will consist of three parts. The first

part will review the implementation of the resolutions emanating from ARCC that were

adopted by the ECA Conference of Ministers responsible for Economic and Social

Development at its twenty-first meeting in May 1995. The second part will cover an

analytical account of the rest of the activities while the third part will address the orientation

of the activities of 1996.

II. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE TWENTY-

FIRST MEETING OF THE ECA MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR ECONOMIC

AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Upon the recommendation of ARCC, the ECA Conference of Ministers responsible

for Economic and Social Development at its twenty-first meeting, adopted Resolution 802

(XXX) entitled "African Platform for ActiomAfrican common position for the advancement

of women" (APA). The resolution recognized the Platform as "the blue print to further

accelerate the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies" and urged the

Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity to

endorse it at its next meeting. Member States were also urged to give full support to the

implementation of the Platform while the subregional economic communities were requested

to sensitize their member countries and development partners to the importance of its

implementation.

In response to the resolution, the OAU Assembly of Heads of State and Government

at its Thirty-first Ordinary Session in June 1995 in Addis Ababa endorsed the African

Platform for Action. In the meantime, various countries such as Ethiopia, Senegal,

Cameroon etc are drawing up national plans for the implementation of the Platform which

should clearly delineate responsibilities and suggest where resources for implementation will

come from. In addition, the SADCC countries have created a Task Force within the

Community to promote and monitor the implementation of the Platform.
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There is need, however, to ensure that all African countries formulate concrete plans

for the implementation of the Platform and ensure that appropriate resources are allocated

accordingly. Mainstreaming the implementation process of APA into all the sectors of

government ministries and NGO and private sector activities would appear to be the best

strategy to ensure the sustainability of the process. In this connection, ACW intends to work

closely with ARCC in promoting and monitoring this process as requested in the APA as

recommended by the meeting of the Bureau of the Fifth African Regional Conference on

Women which was held in Addis Ababa in March 1996. The outcome of the meeting will

be discussed in detail under a separate agenda item.

The second resolution that was adopted by the twenty-first meeting of the ECA

Conference of Ministers was Resolution 803 (XXX) entitled "Resource mobilization for the

implementation of the African Platform for Action". The resolution urges the commitment

of funds for the implementation of the APA by all actors including governments, NGOs,

IGOs, the private sector, the United Nations, the international community etc. It also calls

on ECA, OAU and ADB to mobilize resources for implementation purposes and for the

ECA secretariat to strengthen the operational capacities of the African Centre for Women

for the implementation of the APA.

In this regard, ACW has embarked on massive resource mobilization for the

implementation of the various aspects of the APA. To date, a one million dollars Leadership

Fund was committed by the World Bank over a three year period to implement activities

related to leadership promotion in public decision making; economic empowerment; and in

the promotion of women's legal and human rights. The Netherlands has also committed US$

60,000 for the training of trainers in entrepreneurial skills including management for the year

1996. At the initiative of the ECA Executive Secretary, a 3-day meeting with financial

institutions was planned for 15, 16 and 17 April to mobilize funds for the implementation

of ECA activities including the monitoring of the implementation of the APA. This report

was prepared before the meeting, however, and so the outcome would have to be related as

an update during the ARCC meeting. As for what is happening at the level of the member

States towards commitments of resources for the implementation of the APA, it is expected

that comprehensive reports as received from the member States will be compiled before the

end of 1996.

With reference to strengthening the African Centre for Women, the Executive

Secretary within his new strategic directions for ECA has decided to place ACW under his

direct supervision in the cabinet for visibility. He has also committed himself to
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strengthening its capacity by increasing its staff and intensifying the skills of those already

there through training. These welcome actions are predicated on the role that ACW is

poised to play in the next five years of promoting the mainstreaming of gender in the

programme of ECA as well as promoting and monitoring the implementation of APA in the

member States.

III. OTHER ACTIVITIES

This part will be divided into 4 sections namely meetings organized by ECA/ACW;

the major publications and reports prepared; missions undertaken; and other activities.

A. Meetings organized bv ECA/ACW

During the period under review, ACW organized 3 meetings on which reports

have been prepared and distributed. The first was the sixteenth meeting of ARCC from 20

to 22 April 1995. The meeting focused mostly on Africa's preparations for participation at

the Fourth World Conference on Women and passed 2 resolutions referred to above on the

endorsement of the APA by the ECA Conference of Ministers and the mobilization of

resources for its implementation. The report of the meeting was disseminated to all ARCC

members and to all member States. In an attempt to maximize the effectiveness of the

participation of the African women at the Fourth World Conference in Beijing, the African

Centre for Women organized a Regional Forum ofWomen Leaders from 24 to 28 July 1995

in Addis Ababa. It was a strategic meeting during which the participants who represented

governments and NGOs discussed and took a common position on most of the areas that

were still bracketed in the draft Global Platform for Action. In this connection, strategies

were outlined on how the African Group would lobby for their common position in Beijing

to ensure that African's interests were fully incorporated in the Global Platform for Action.

At this meeting, agreement was reached that the Bureau of the Fifth African Conference on

Women would coordinate the African Group in Beijing. The report of the meeting became

a reference document for African women as they negotiated their position in Beijing.

Although ECA/ACW was not directly responsible for organizing the Fourth

World Conference on Women, that the team that went to Beijing under the leadership of

the Executive Secretary organized a number of activities to enrich the experience of the

African women at the Conference. The team serviced the regular strategic planning meetings
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of the Bureau and covered the different activities organized by the African Group such as

the press conferences, individual meetings of various groups with the Executive Secretary,

and the meeting with the African First Ladies. The meetings of the Group of 77 were also

covered by the team. In addition, the ECA team organized 3 special events. The first which

was co-organized with UNDP, was a panel discussion of African women leaders in which 4

African women panellists participated.The ECA publication, African Women in Leadership,

was launched at this meeting which was moderated by Ms Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, the UNDP

Assistant Administrator and Director of Regional Bureau for Africa. The second meeting

was the round table meeting with development partners on forging partnerships in the

implementation of the African Platform for Action. Several donors attended the meeting and

their areas of interest were widely discussed. The meeting was chaired by the Executive

Secretary and other UN agencies were invited. The ECA team also distributed a number of

the ECA/ACW publications as stated elsewhere and used their presence to broaden and

solidify their networks.

The third special event was co-organized by the Women's Units of all the 5

UN Regional Commissions. Five panellists comprising either the past Secretary Generals of

the past world conferences on women or those who were actually involved in the

preparations were invited. The discussion centred around the evolution of the women's

movement and progress made towards the advancement of women and was moderated by

Dunja Pastizzi Ferencic, the Deputy Executive Secretary of the European Economic

Commission. The ECA team also attended the NGO Forum and distributed documents that

had been prepared for the conference as referred elsewhere. The ECA Executive Secretary

addressed the African women in the Africa Tent on ECA's commitment to mainstream

gender issues in the ECA programme and to work with the NGOs especially around the

implementation of APA.

The Bureau of the Fifth African Regional Conference on Women in

consultation with ECA decided to hold a follow-up meeting to the Fourth World Conference

on Women in Addis Ababa. This meeting was organized by ECA/ACW from 3 to 5 March

1996 and was preceded by a Meeting of Experts from 1 to 3 March who came from both

government ministries and NGOs. The main objective of this meeting was to formulate a

framework for the implementation of the Global and Regional Platforms for Action in

Africa. The outcome will be discussed in detail under another agenda item.
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B. Publications and other reports

After the Fifth African Regional Conference on Women in Dakar, ECA/ACW

prepared a publication that highlighted the outcome of the conference as well as the

important events that were organized in relation to the conference. The publication entitled

"Consolidated Proceedings for the Fifth African Regional Conference on Women * will be

distributed widely for use as a reminder of these historic events and for easy reference with

regard to the important outcomes of the time.

In preparation for the Beijing Conference, a pocket reference publication was

prepared to provide African women with statistics and other information on issues that were

discussed at the conference. The publication entitled "Gender in Africa: Hie Issues and

Facts" was widely distributed in Beijing and thereafter. A background document entitled "

An Aide Memoire for a round table discussion with development partners on the

implementation of the Africa Platform for Action:the African common position for the

advancement of women" was prepared for use at the meeting referred to above, which

outlined Africa's priorities in the implementation of the APA for the next 5 years. Yet

another publication that was prepared by ACW for distribution in Beijing was the "African

Women Leaders". It reviews the state of women in decision-making in Africa and focuses on

a number of women who have already attained these positions in various sectors. Yet

another document that was prepared for the conference was the "International Legal

Instruments relevant to Women". This document reproduces a number of United Nations

conventions, declarations and other instruments that have been passed by the General

Assembly on gender equity. Most of the instruments are simply cited for easy reference,

however, with an indication of the areas they cover. The publication was distributed under

the UN publication series for a price.

Other publications written since the Beijing Conference include the "The

African Women Report: participation of women in the economic sector". The publication

reviews from a gender perspective the status of women in paid and unpaid labour including

the formal and informal sectors, agriculture and the domestic arena." The Role ofthe women

in the Peace process: An AfHcan Perspective", was prepared as a background document to

the upcoming Leadership forum/expert group meeting on peace education and the

participation of women in the peace process. This will be organized in follow-up to the

Kampala Conference on Peace and Development. A document entitled a " Framework for

the implementation of the Global and Regional Platforms for Action" was prepared as a

working document for the meeting of the Bureau referred to above and you will review it

in its final form.
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A number of papers were prepared for presentation at various meetings

attended by ECA/ACW staff. "African Women NGOs working with the African Centre for

Women particularly in the implementation ofthe African Platform for Action" was presented

at a regional seminar/workshop to discuss how to strengthen African women's organizations

and NGOs. It was organized by ABANTU for Development in Cape Town, South Africa in

November 1995.1n addition, "Framework and outline for gender training programme for

national women's machineries and WID/gender Focal Points"; and" Food security and food

processing activities:opportunities and constraints for women's participation in the

COMESA countries" were both prepared for use in technical advisory missions. Another

document that was the outcome of a joint effort with the Commonwealth Secretariat in a

recent meeting was " Handbook on Gender Management Systems". In preparation for

training of ECA staff in gender mainstreaming, a paper is being finalized entitled "ECA

policy position paper on gender mainstreaming". The paper "Using information technology

to strengthen African women's organizations" was prepared as a background document to

the discussion on how information technology should be used to meet women's needs which

will be addressed under a separate agenda item. And in one of the workshops to be run at

the International Trade Fair, the document "Enhancing the role of African women

entrepreneurs in regional economic integration" currently being finalized, will be presented.

Finally, two recurrent publications are in their final leg namely "The roster of

African Women Experts" which is being revised, and the " ACW Update 1996" which covers

recent past events, opportunities for studies and training and upcoming events that are of

interest to women.

C. Missions

During the period under review, ECA/ACW undertook 2 different types of

missions: missions that fostered international cooperation and technical advisory missions.

The missions to foster international cooperation provided opportunities to explore and forge

relationships of collaboration and cooperation in specific areas of mutual interest as well as

to expand and solidify networking among women's and other organizations at the

international level. Such missions included participation at: INSTRAWs Board of Trustee

in April 1995; Pan African Association of Anthropologists1 workshop on African women in

a fast changing Africa in May 1995; Planning Committee meetings of the First All African

and American Trade Fair in Accra, Ghana in June 1995 and February 1996; first

international NGO conference on the role of women in the family and human development

in June 1995; Forum ofwomen ministers and parliamentarians in Ouagadogou, Burkina Faso
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in July 1995; the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing in September 1995;

seminar/workshop on strengthening African women's organizations and civil society in

November 1995; public meeting to launch the African Platform for Action at the House of

Commons in London in March 1996; and the fortieth session of the Commission on the

Status of Women in New York, March 1996.

Technical advisory services, on the other hand focused on 4 different

objectives: strategies for mainstreaming gender for the implementation of the Global and

the African Platforms for Action; running training seminars and workshops for national

machineries, gender focal points, research and academic institutions and subregional bodies

on the integration of the gender perspective in research, development policies, plans and

projects; the formulation of strategies, and development of terms of reference for enhancing

food security, initiating food processing projects to promote women's entrepreneurship; and

initiating and revitalizing networking activities. Towards this end, 7 missions were undertaken

to Nairobi, Kenya; Abidjan, Cote D'lvoire; Enugu, Nigeria; Blantyre, Malawi; Harare,

Zimbabwe; the Commonwealth Secretariat in London, UK; and COMESA/Lusaka

MULPOC in Lusaka, Zambia.

D. Other related activities

A number of other activities were carried out in ECA that were of relevance

to the advancement of women. In the areas of poverty alleviation, an in-depth study was

undertaken on the magnitude, measurement and monitoring of poverty and the role of the

poor in natural resource conservation and development. Another study was done on natural

resource conservation for the purpose of promoting non-conventional food as a basis for

food security. A technical publication surveyed the food situation in the Kagera Basin

member States while another report prepared on food trade among the Niamey MULPOC

countries (West Africa) including infrastructure bottlenecks, the policy environment, supply

and demand conditions, the role of the private sector, the activities of the parastatals and

payment clearance practices. A field project is currently in progress in the Tigray and

Amhara Regions aimed at rural development by promoting such practices as effective water

harvesting, food production by means of light weight wheel barrow, food processing and food

gathering. A parallel publication addresses problems associated with mobilization of rural

savings, and provision of agricultural credits without collateral.
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IV. ORIENTATIONS FOR 1996

The orientation of the activities of ECA/ACW in 1996 will be guided by its catalytic

role of promoting and ensuring gender mainstreaming in ECA work programme and its role

as implementor of the Global and the African Platforms for Action through promotion of

and advocacy for an accelerated pace.

Gender mainstreaming at ECA will be promoted through training programmes,

preparation of guidelines and/or other materials that will be of assistance in this process,

and ongoing interaction with the various divisions of the Commission. The implementation

process of the Platforms will be guided by the priority areas that were retained by African

women in Beijing for the next five years namely poverty eradication and economic

empowerment; education and training for empowerment; improving the health of women

and girls; women's legal and human rights; and participation of women in the peace process.

ACW will also advocate that the implementation of the Platforms is mainstreamed in the

ECA programme of work as in all sectors at the country level for a more comprehensive

approach and sustainable outcome.

V. CONCLUSION

The main thrust of the ECA/ACW activities during the period in question was to

contribute towards the realization of two main objectives: the consolidation of the APA; and

groundwork preparation for its implementation. The legitimizing of the APA at the highest

level in Africa through the endorsement of the African Heads of State and Governments,

and at the international level by ensuring the inclusion of the 11 critical areas of concern

into the Global Platform for Action achieved the desired consolidation. Strategies to prepare

the groundwork for the implementation of the APA included priority setting, clarification

of allocated responsibilities, planning of specific activities, forging partnerships and

mobilizing the necessary resources. With the 2 objectives in mind, all the meetings organized,

missions undertaken and publications prepared by ECA/ACW were centred around their

achievement. While the first objective has been achieved in its entirety and progress made

towards the second one, a monumental challenge lies ahead in the effective implementation

of the APA. ECA/ACW looks forward to continuing playing its catalytic role in meeting this

challenge and to its forth coming strengthened structure.


