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If the purpose of all. development,activities is primarily to■improve the

^^y of human life* then the iaj>ortan©e of the ■population faotor ill the

economic■and sooial development process in Africa has to be taldd

Xb an. earlier study,prepared for the benefit of,its mem'ber countries, EGA

atnalyssecL the impact that population growth^ t»jou1& have on th«':'f <itoaoinlo;'.-fti»|t-'Boioi
prospects of the continent ov»r the next decades in the absence of a oohe:r©nt;

policy that takes full account of the population factor.

. ■£%.$.&a.>uinia»tly clear from this work that vitli the ppese.nt

groyth Jpftte of around 2.5 or even 3 per cent for the continent as a:Whole^ the

i rate of investment required merely to ensure that AfricafiS'can Maintai

present standard of living for the thirty years between now and the end

of the century is 8 per cent per annum.

iSuoh prospects, stated in so general teicms, can ojbyldusly $6t! have

4;¥k$.£$e--'eiTeot".of creating at the national le-^el-^jiy peal recognitiotirpf the

nature a*4- W© magnitude^ of the, problems whioh accelerated^ popt^Lation growth
gives: rise to .in-ft; developing .country. • r ; ; . :.-.-.:;r \ ■■«.

35ius .in order to promote greater public awajpeness in Af^icaV' bf fe© level
offioials resp9risible for Governments policy and in -the .circles of African

and.specialists: involved with development planning;.work, fot:almost

two yeai^s ECA has been undertaking a new series' ojf; research throu^ico«iitry case

studies which should cover the entire region within the next few years. These

are substantive and detailed studies of special situations arising from the
impact^bf^tHe-population factor on the main indicators of economic growth and

progress, ;

v>.c ; i Above all- the programme is ^intended to:; furnish the- national planning

sy»teas- in the- region with aft'" analysis tool with which it will he i possible to

study in greater detail the overall mechanism of growth &i&tif

more precisely t:ae;.,ittt#r£ction:;3o£; .the.--naifi:;.2f•®*4>?*i**
thermos* piar-fc:ane no*.r readily visibie.

«.\7.-.!-■ -^fo doubt"iw view of. the complex variables" involved and the level of

statistics available, in the past the impact of population growth has been
neglected in the implementation of many- Afriban plans or merely dealt wieH*^ in

gfehjeral terms on the basis of sometimes contradictory approa-ches. Hence itm

■imp^)s^ible: far1 eobnomiC poliio^aftkers arid flannel's theu to fcave ran -©aatet idea
t>f :the :impGrtarice of the1' population faotor itt,the general context of national

in the region. , ■: ■ ■
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Inevitably, in view of the alow rate of progress on the economic and1

social levels in a number of countries in the region over recent years, not
to mention the failure' of nany plans "as regards' the attainment af the basic

social objectives «et following independence,1it is necessary now, mbre'H&an

ever before', to seek a new concept of developmental/ which will to' a greater
extent and in a more systematic way take into account the population factor

whicii^'so-f&r^has been-left: aside in the basic planning machinery until recent
- times" by many 'experts in; Africa, ■ ■■■ ■ ■ r' .,.■:;■■•■ ■:, ■ ; ■•.-•....;■ ■■-.{.■ .'>.: ;v.~-.•;

This■document Bet^-forthra number of conclusions reached by.the- authors
as a result of their participation in the first phase of ECA!s programme of

&ae.e'studies which boVered; 16' subjectsj" 10 6f Whltfh were; at';!bhe macro level

and•■•^ at the' itficrb1'-l'evfe-1; ■tH-ey were submitted td ;the. African Population '*
-■'.Confer^nee and'the first-Conference of African1-Demographers, both'ofL wfribh

were held-at Acb-ra in Peoembep'19T2. "■ '■ ■ : . ' '•' -:

A list of these publications is annexed hereto. Among the principal

indicators by which the'various authors attempted to identify some' of the

dire-ct afid indirect ©ffoote of a significant ohange-in population behaviour on

geTxeral- igrowth;and development, trends in Africa in th© future, those felt to

be particularly decisive are: gross domestic product, average per capita-/

income, the level of domestic savings and investments, recurrent items in the

Inational budget generated^by the general level of social demand resulting

"from 'demographib -situation, such as education, training, health arid environmental

'and'1 Sanitation-expenditure,- the level of food demand in the' towns and in the
rural" areas.and so forth. ^ :

i/ '^ee Africa's Strategy for Development in the 1Q7O&.
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II. STATUS OP THE AFRICAN ECONOMIES: IN THE .1970s AHD PROSPECTS•■ FOR TEE FUTURE

1, DEMOGRAPHIP SITUATION

Current, demographic trends, as characterized by rapid population growth,

are a relatively reoent phenomenon in African

1*1 Fertility and mortality .'

The two basic traits of the demographic situation, as in other under-
developed regions of the world, are a regular lowering of the ^mortality rate
over the last twenty years combined with a relatively stable fertility level
which results!in a natural population growth rate averaging at present around

3 per cent per annum in most countries in the region*

This trend has been analyzed in many studies, working groups and seminars
of which the more significant have been the symposium On population problems
in Africa held at Cairo in 1962, the sessions of the Conference of African
Statisticians and- the working groups on fertility studies. ,

Furthermore, in addition to the Commission's1 regular statistical
publications and those of national statistical services, there are many works

available on this.subject* ; ■

Nevertheless, a cursory evaluation .of African plans shows that the '•:
relationship between this trend and the economic and social progress registered

has not in the past been given the attention it deserves* ; . -.

Table 1 gives the estimated birth and death rates for-the .major regions
of the oont.inent and "for spme specific countries. The figures: reveal a clear
drop in mortality in the region as a whole over the last 20 years - from 28.3
in 1950 to 24-.3 in 1970 -whereas the birth rate has hardly varied from/4o.B.

The result" has been that the population growth rate on the continent hasjrisen
from 2cO5 to 2.45 in tte space of 20 years and the expectation of life at birth
from 32<,3 to'39 ,2, The following table summarizes these trends:

■ Table 2 '

Birth rate >

Death rate'1

Growth rate

Expectation of;

life at birth

1955-1960

48.8

26.8

2o20

-34.5

; 1960-1965

49.0

25.2

.2.38

36.8

1965-1970

48.8

■ 24.3

2.45

v, 39.2
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One extremely Important;fact which the figures reveal is that evert if the
$eath rate has, dropped, it is still generally very/nigh, which means tn^V the>
.is room for ah appreciable improvement:in the general demographic situation "on
the-continent in' the:forthcoming decades. ' r '"' ' ;" \1.'v:": ~; ;:

The- reasons for the "'situation are well known, The" drop in "mortality,
particularly in tropical Af-ricaV is the result of two actions cdmtiinedJ"
preventive •medicine in" the form-of- large-scale campaigns a&ains^ raaj<3r©fc*U~-.v~
pveya'perio^of some years which-have helped lit tie'" by: little to eliminate'^.orne
epidemic and oommunioable diseases such as meningitis, small po;^ '.yellow :£eWr,
sleeping sickness and tuberculosis which in the past ravaged the population of
Africa}; afc& On the other h&nd there has been some improvement in the sanit&ry
condi^i^hs; in general and" in personal hygiene in particular thanks ift i^&aiipn
through massIbommutiicatioris'media Such as the radio, and educational televiWibn
and the development of social and educational centres whioji to a large e^nt
have made, it-possible -to- disseminate simple prophylactic techniques 'and,..th6 ":"\
practice of-certain elementary rules: of personal hygiene' WitKin the '.rea^h^f-'^e
people in both the towns and the countryside, " . ' ■""', '"'•'''' ''"':■;

Recent studies have in particular dealt with the impaat .of'healih-Veducation
on child mortality (children between 1 and 4 years of age) in a rural community
in Senegal and showed what effect the elementary hygiene bourses for-patents
could have on. crude infant■ mortality rates in the absence :of ecologioaliand^
other considerations, .

Some of the" factors responsible for the continued high'fertility levels
ai?e given in the, case studies-prepared by Mr.Henin for the Sudan r:arid by •■ ^
Mr. larag and Mr^ Bl ^ayeh -for,-the Arab'Republic' 6f Egypt.:1 Ibese'two papers •
taokle^the qjuestion of ;.*he-low: marriage ag*- gdneraily-regi'sterea-iD -Hiese'^"r"':-, ,
opuntries, where-most of the women are imarried under ^twenty* o Rural-Durban : '
otigration aooOmpanled, by new. forms, of pressure rela^xng to ,ua?l>a» ■emplpjmBnt and
the^tv>nd«noy. of ^ growing .number of to^n- people to prolong 'th^ir^schobling '
generally-; raise.the marriage.'age> ^hieh has an obvious effeet o'n fertility.
In ,4h9 OTaKfel >8ector>; howevsir,. .the -traassi^tion -front thi*. traditional TSfi^1^>r to
■&i& modern :se.ctor,imay iavo.^uite. the oppasiije -effects -In 'this regardvl-lir^Henin
has-' *jGte.d- that.. the.^evfrtl«d^population engaged ;in .oomiffie3>oial agriculture ^»-1&6 <■. ■.
Sudan has. a considerably higher level, of. fertility fthan 1M&:jKwaaUff $&id. ih&■■- i<-.,
small farmers who are at the mercy of the annual rainfall £A" Although ;..,.-,
nomadism may be a factor of, secondary importance ;in many African countries: the
same cannot basaid for isolated small-«3cale- farming of a basically -subslsiieMce

naimre,, Consequently, the majority, of African .Qove3:nm.ents-: arfe. striving more and
more to. improve and. extend stable settlements geared' to commercial agriculture,
and- to reduce, the size ■" of the. sector dependent on subsisterice^ievel.

2/ fi» A. Henih, 6p» bit. ' ' ■*■•.■■•
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There is a functional relationship "between the persistence of a low

marriage age and an extension of the average duration of marriage* Aocprding

to Eenin and Farag, there are two fc'easons for 'this? The first is related to.

the ;drop in the death rate in general and in maternal.mortality in,particular,,

which inoreases life expectancy, reduces the risk of widowhood and ensures a

longer marriage for the couple; The second relates to the drop that, has, ,

occurred in. the divorce rate'in Egypt an£ the Sudan which may-in part "be.;- -.. _.

attributed'to gireate* si;atoiity of life. . For example, the divorce rate^in.,: ..
Egyjpi £ell,from'4»£ per,thousand in 1945 to 1.9;in 1965? or a jlrop of' over -
JO per oe^tt'in only 20 years 3/• . > . ■ . ... •■-,:• .-.,- ; ■ .

'\ On the other hand, statistics.for Egypt siiow ,that women continue«to .tear,
ohildr6n rfeg^la^^'^u^in^; their marriage as longf as-tliey are,,able ^» Altjiough.
the: oilier monographs; in question do. not give any information, in this regard,
it is probable that at least ampng the illiterate or little;educated sections,

of the population in,Afrioan oountries, greater stability in marriage and an ?

incre'ase in its average length .will for some years be a powerful obstacle to

any reducilon in present fertility levels. .. ■> :. ■

l«g Structure by age ■ ,. ,: . . ■ . . , .

; Table 3 gives, an idea of the.distribution of the African/population by ;

major age groups. 'The dominant feature continues to be that it is extremely ..

It will:easily be noted that a high-percentage of the population is under

15 years of age. Although this is not due solely to the rapid increase in the

population- when.the' high fertility and mortality level produces a .relatively

1 young;1 age structure, %he drop in mortality tends to aggravate the problem.

;mortality,'rates for infants and ohildren is even today ,fairly high in
most African countries; Among the ^countries for which monographs have been ;,-

prepared, Egypt is the only one where the estimated ohild, mortality rate is ..:

less than LOO per thousand live births ^.Here againt (t&er,e.;.is every reason '.'■>.
to believe that the situation will improve; with continued stability or :an .

inprease in the level of. fertility, the, population pyramid may beoome even :

wider in many countries*. . ,. • ■. . ■. - - :

Parag and El Sayehi, op. cit.

Ibid.- . ■■-

Farag and El Sayeh, op. oit.
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Table 3« E^tiiBated percentage distribution :6f the population "by. age groups

and the population Of selected African countries in 197.0 ■-

/ . _ . group ■ ■ -' ■ ■:-- ■■ . ■■■■■■

Subregion: and :oountry 0-14 ;1>44 45-59 60 and over

Worth Africa,. ..'■'','

"Algeria ■■■■ : 47^2 39-8

Sudan . 45-1 -. 41.8

Tunisia . 45-4 40-5

UAR . 42.8 42*5

8.3

8.7
8.8

9-5

8.0

9.1

5-1

. , 4*7
4,4

5.2
5.2

2.7

- 4.5 -

West Africa

Ghana ; ' 46.6 ' 42 = 7
ifoXi'; : .. 43o9. 42.5

Nigeria, :.\ "■ 43.CV ' 48.4
Senegal ... . ": 42.8 ' 42-9

Central Africa ....--,.;■ .- .

Cameroon ; r ■ ■■ 41.3 : ■ 41»4 ^ ' ! 11»9: . . . 5»4
Zaire ''-'■ ■'■■'■■ 44»3': ■'■ 41-8 - . 9+3. i, 4.6

Ethiopia ; ■ 41.6 : 43«2 ' ' " l6;o ' : 5«S
Kenya 46.6 . ; 41.6 . - 7*,9 - ;3.9

:::' ■ - -. :. 44»4 ■■.;' .1-: 4?-4 8-§. -; . "4«4

Sources s T3hited Nations> Egt^.rnatas ■ 0f crude b^rth rates«.■ qyude ,<3,eath ■

": ; : x-ates- and expectation of life a^;.hirth* regions and countries.

: lQSO-rQ^'S CESA/p/wp/^8V; February .1971 i and ECA^"Suargey of -
■ ■■ Economic Gonditiohs in Africa, 1970? table A6,5« .'. l ■.-.■=- v
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The problems implicit, in this trend will obviously;. have a decisive ^
effect"on the" eponomio:'and"'sQciar picture of't4r"eont±nent an;-thB;nex* ■ ■
decades because they*affect" such vital'maiters~as -educatiorij-trainingj-

employment and the food supplies of a country even though their gravity
may vary., according to the nature of^the society in questions a traditional one

primarily base i on a subsistence economy of a modern sbolet^-governed"mainly by"
a commercial economy where the level of social demand is of prime importance»_
Indeed, in-a traditional-society child-rearing is.relatively uncomplicated as, t

for exampXeyW conventional education-is required and. children c.an3epome ,.. .

economically active at an early age. In a more modern society, education,
improved hygiene and other costly matters assume the greatest importance* -.. .

Under these conditions,'the child is-dependent or non-productive for a_longer

time; this presupposes an increase in sooial expenditure, which in most ;

oases has to-be borne almost exclusively by the State,

1.3 Geographical distribution ■- ■-- - -

Another indisputable fact is that at the present time profound changes -" -

are taking place in the African population. They are indeed slow, but they^
are guite noticeable. 'Although a high proportion of the people still live in
rural areas,'urbanization is becoming a continental-scale phenomenon in

Africa and the roajor urban centres in Africa are' in their turn experiencing

the same problems as the other two underdeveloped regions'of theworld have
been facing for a long time. Emigration from the rural areas, particularly on
the part of young people, is in itself an extremely important phenomenon

because of the direct impact which .it,- has on the economy of the regions v
concerneds upheaval of the- labour.marke.t., marginal, productivity of some ;

categories of unskilled workers in the modern sector and the creation of
shanty towns of a highly insalubrious nature around the major urban centrea, •

Table 4 gives the distribution .of the population among rural and urban

areas in certain African countries. As can be seen, a high proportion of tb.e
population "in- Ifiost African countries still-lives-in the rural-areas.. .Among ..
the countries covered by the case studies,. Egypt was the only .one where nearly
40 .per:,centof the population lives \n" the towns.. In various other countries
such as Tanzania*," Sudan.and Etb.io.pia, according to recent estimates, the
percentage of the /urban population is still around or under; lOv ' Although the
definition of the urban sector varies considerably within Africa as in the
rest of the world, it would probably not be wrong to say that for several
years to come the distribution of the population of most Africa oountnes
will be marked by the preponderance of the rural element. In some countries
oven a sizeable proportion of the city dwellers still rely basically on

agriculture as their means of existence.



have nevertheless teen large^oale: migration, tyihe iryral
population towards the urbari centres in ^rica^pa^iouia^ly. in tie last few'
years* The" growth rate- of "the urban population," particularlyiVthat of the '..
large towns, has on average "been three times that of the ©ve>*all population '
growth rate 6/. It is difficult to give, precise reasons for this population
drift and the; question arises^ as* to1 whether it is' related to disaffection with
the poor conditions prevailing inthe rural areas or the .attraction'of the ',*
employment, possibilities and Other advantages of "urban life. As can be seen
from, some of the1 studies* one major consideration may be. the difference in
inoorae level-between-the rural areas and the:urban .Gsntres, Ofte^e aifferencee.
are BEbrmous-iii many-countries and draw the poor from: the rural sector to the
towns in search of money and a better life JJ. in view of the rapid expansion
of-industry in a good number pf African countries in recent ^ears, .th^s ".
situation is probably the outcome of a se.t of extremely complex factors. It
is quite apparent that the standard of living, in real as well as in relative

terms, of the small scale farmers and. shepherds, has stagnated-pr$ve:n fallen :
in many countries §J, " "" * ........ ■ ->■■ ~- - - . *—.

Most of the people who migrate to the towns are young. In Egypt, fox
^example, .the proportion of ■ohiXcLren {o to H years)'and young people (14 to 24
years) is appreciably higher in the urban centres than in the countryside,
whereas old people .(aged. 65 and over) acosunt for the .qia^or. portion of -the
rural population/ - ^ig' -fereM' is * of special importance in view of the fact
that in tte urban environment education and training are prerequisites of '
development ..and. too ..high., a proportion-of inexperienced ydung' people may well "
hamper rather than favour the development process. l.

^ figures in the case studies su^ort _.this &sser.tipn_,,as .ths .estimated ' -
gtowtn' rate'or the urban population varied from a little over 5 per cent ip
.Tanzani.a^o:^axound^7.54>er'--©entwa^.E^i6pi^ show an urban l

5 p

54^^ipi^ show an urban
population growls rate of 10 per cent Or over in .a number of1countries at'
^e end of the l^Os and th^ beginning of: the. 1960s. ; See in this connexion,

Dempgrapjiio H^adfcook for Africaff fegph i968, table 12. ; V "-' ^;

particularly pages 50 and..62. , ;■ . : -* •-.. -, . .-_•--. .' "'■„■'.-';..

growing income gap has been noted; in; an interesting study on income'" '

^^. i* F«arlda >e^ee.n. 19$3 and 19^8., :..lt is •sta-ied-that-in the opmmercial
economy, real per capita income fell1 by ..around 2.5 to .3 per cent" among the: '
-small-scale-farmers-in -the-trading zvcp>v but rose by 8 to 14 per cent among
African wage-earners. See in this connexion the working paper entitle^■'.
"Demand patterns^ in East Africa'" preparid:by Mr. S.i). Mehta for the Bast" '"
African Development Bank (EGA, June 19j8)j. jga&'JrSj A.si.lHiUr irendIs:..
EO-tod itrth-e-fflisnoMpE:"on Tanzania prepared by Mr, Kantner.
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In the Sudan, thanks to the implementation of large-scale;agricultural

projects, there -is also migration to the" rural areas. Migrants generaXly

come from the: traditional rural sector and to a lesser extent from the small
towns •' ' ..:"■:.-. .. . ■ ■ ■ ■ . .

.-■::r: * _ .. <- . . ■ •->? -'.^ ' " " •

- - As they develop, African countries will, however, have to take'greater,

account of'two types of population ]growth in the ipocLern sector, Ilrstly,. ..

there is obviously the natural population growth in the.sector. Secondly, '"'

there is internal*migration1 on the part of the population from the traditional

rural sector either to the stable and more modern rural.'ar^e^s. (where commercial
agriculture based on irtfigatiorr is practised) "or to expanding urban centres.'

This is.a form of migration from a sector where little demand is placed on tie
cdmmereial'economy.towards.areas where growing seeds have to be nje'^ as -regards

social services aid -the'standards of the labour-market. " ; ' , ,

Table 4. Percentage .of population ia towns of 20,000 and more inhabitants in

selected African countries : ■ . "

, , ; ■ Percentage of the population

. in towns of 20,000.and more.

Subregion and country . , Year. . inhabitants ;

North.Africa ... I960 ■ 24 .= . ■ :
"~"""' "" ' " " " """■ ■ ' «" '■" W1H—^l I I-II ■■■III I _ — |. Ml , .11.1.1,. —. || _ II ||. «ll

Algeria ' , .1966 ' 26,5 ■ ' ' (
Sudan " 1962 3.9

Tunisia 1966 22.9
Egypt J966 38,2 ■■-■■

Wes-t Africa •''

Ghana ■

Mali

Nigeria '"\

Senegal

Central Africa ■■ ' ■*

Cameroon

Zaire' : ■ - ■

East Africa^ .

; Ethiopia ■ "

Kenya ' ■ ' '

Tanzania " '■-.■'

I960

' I960

1962

1963; . _ -

- i960

1962-64
1959 '

I960 :

1965"
' 1962

1967

■ 12

12.3

4-7

'■"-""■■"■ 22.5 '.

6.6 . .

5.7

4.7

. . '5-9. , '

Source: ECAj Demographic Handbook for Africa, March 1968, pages 39-42.
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III - THE AFRICAN ECONOMY: .. ...

RECENT ..TEENDS BROUGHT OUT. BY ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL INDICATORS OP GBOWTH

It is. from the main per capita figures that the relationships, "between

" increase in population and'economic growth can "be seen most clearly* .

Al-fcn'&ugh the -y^lue; of the p^.r dapita indices drawn from national,'accounts,

which"a±'4 'the ones; normklly;used in the African context, is somewhat,

questionable"primarily "because 6f the size of the gap between the large

proportion of the population in many African countries living basically
outside the commercial economy and the proportion of the population

involved in' this sector, they a're' nevertheless the best tool available at :

the present for making international comparisons and evaluating economic

development £/„

These figures do not of course reflect the results actuall-y.xegistered-

in the various countries as they are heavily weighted by the data for the

■ most^d&nse-ly populated countries in the different regions such as Nigeria

>in West'Africa and'Zaire in Central Africa I0/» ■* ;

;,.Nevertheless}, these figures would indicate that it will be difficult^.,

for .a number of .countries to reach the growth target for the grogs domestic

product of 6 per cent that the- United Nations has set for the .Second :.

Development Decade.. (1970-19-80) 1i/. Furthermore, the many countries where
the population growth rate as around 2.5*° 3 per cent per armour-need' sueir

a level of overall economip, growth if they.want to secure an,appreciable

improvement in'tiie relatively slight increase in per capita income

registered during the 1960s« ^

^J Survey of Eooribmic Conditions in Africa. 1970. p. 21.

10/..' Ibid., page Z2* :. '.

Ibid, -p. 22c - .-■-•- ■■ - •
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Gross domestic product

Table 5 shows the changes in the average growth rates for the gross

domestic product for the four subregions of Africa during the period I96O-

1969 Ike following trends emerge in particulars

a) It is oJ.ep.r f.hp.t ^e. GDP increased at a slow rate over the decade,
since the average annual growth rate was around 4 per cent, or. lower, than the

6 per cent, that is generally taken as the minimum target for the countries of
the region in line -with the United Nations resolution on the Second ; .

Development Decade, , •>■■ ' ; „ ■ .- ■

b) In- a number of countries in the region this has been the direct cause
of an extremely weak rate of growth in the real per .capita-GDPo ■ ,

Table ■■?,' Changes in GDP (at constant 1965 prices)

Subregion

North Africa

West Africa

Central Africa

East Africa

Sources Survey

1960-196

'5*7
4*6

■ 1.5

4-5

of. Economic

5" 1965

4
1

4

Conditions

-1968

-6

-5
»9 '

=4

in Africa,

1968-1969

2.1

5*8

1970, po 21.

I960-

5
3

3

5

-1969

,2

,2

.0'

•0

Table 6. Gross per capita income

base 100-19 60

Subregions J.96O-I965 1965-1968 1968-I969 1960-1969

North Africa ja0 1O6 - - 2»4

Wsst Africa .. 2*3 - . loO - 0-4 - 0o&.

Central Africa '0=7 2OJ ' *$.€>' "'"" O08
East Africa 20C 2O9 3O3 - ■ 2«4:

Source: Survey of Economic Conditions in Africa I97O« po 21
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The effects of population are even clearer her^< The constant 4

real per' o«pi*£ i^oa*'^ of~Xfricancountries sfcows ,£n ,f&bt that
more than elsewhere there is a strong correlation between population growth and

the general level of material well-being in the region. The following t&kie

is a ifaningfui iliusiration of,this fact. \ , : '

Table 7, .ATtftfti« growth rate of gross per capita income in Nigeria ."between

* ■ ■ ■' 1959

- ■■ , ' '.i..T '.;» :'''

i'.inC.oiae""'

i inpome

■■■ ■■-.■■ '^.-

■-■■a.T'-

11.0

1961;:

7.®

2.

3,

rf.

,&

2^a

1964

'■2,7

3-0

^\? ■

1.

■f

y

1966

-■7.5-

1967 1961S

U4

1969

->A, ;.:

1.4".''-;
/ .. . J „ .

vv Soutoei ,C. OfcoB^0 - Population Dynamics and Nigerian Developmento

Moreover tl^e extreme variations in per capita income ifrom yeai* to year/

shbws how deipendent the African economies are on an agtioWltural sectbr wtipti is
basically subject to substantial fluotu&tiohs in the prices of raw maierialja on
the internationalLiftarket, This' is of fljj'eoial sighificanoe'iri viev of ■fch'i!
of. .-filie ..pojpalation direotly involvBd' in the agricultural eoonomy. '

In jfa& case of Nigeria for example, the agricultural sector'employs as
much a^:?0^p©r:^ent: of tfee, total population;of, the; country^ '; , ■

'*' Private consumption tended to

, during^tha period 196O--1970. tn fact, the growth'-jfc

fiioiQ har^y ^lirpas'fifBd the population g^dw^i'ra^* iM .the

power h£t,lw&-'iibwi$£«t6d^ befet the mk'in"
factor behind the ohanges in the level of demand for goods and services in most

case*. -Although on the -whole demand has-not increased very much outside.,

privileged olasses, there has been a speotacular^ increase in. the demand

& ;^a ^fa
-Jfhf *uxsl areas i^ere ifee-vtr^itio«al foods had! >ej&n fctomjb gj;bwn

^!^ t ^: ? p ; ^pV the
diaiurbing. the supply ad^oui^ .in.abme'

■ i ' "I
^
.'i'

'breaks in supplies iaVe^iitUB- compelled officials to resort to
rationing to cope with food shortages*
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pagt played* "by, .the main sectors in the composition "of the
domffstio product '™~T" . ; ■■:-l::\> :^y~— • - ■-■ l ■■ ■.

The part played "by the main sectors;In the composition of the GDP also "
shows that agriculture- continues to dominate the African 'economies iir&e J ;
iy^Osr This is true even for countries like Nigeria where the economy
includes;^ ¥«*»».? mining, sector,hut where^e^«ric.uJttu^e ^■J&&e;riS3 "; :- '
sector ^y^1fc^f,^

siH»re;giTOs.- The:';importarice-of agriculture "is imM^elf ■
apparent. In all oases, ^ioul-fw^o^ GDP, ...

^fg in all. the .suhregions :&s * result of rt£e-^irly^id ■> '■ "
growth ^O.ther. sectors,- such -as- the extract^re-ifldtwtry tr'ferth and*. Wai'!' :^"

in_ the. contribution, of .commerce and • the adminis-tration
table.o), ... ■'■■,■;.:.... ■.-.. . ■ ■-.- ■ .• -..

is the^loc*atfe o^-gi^wtf in this. .Beptor;.,

. of

price,of:several of the

VS*!!?^ ^^^i^ thi d,oa
, ^t^e rftsult that, -their value ^di

is nevertheless to thtis nevertheless otoar that, generally speaking^agsiQultTO*■« df
importanoe for future .devel6,pWe«ti particular!^ d^osi cou^ries^ich
SfV?.'S°aSi **d"''.*°'**^ -^ 6G^°my^i^ an agricultural Mas 12/. -ftius
th« ?nP n,;L°^many ^W^W*^d to-«uaran1ree. a h^i rate of growth i*
the GDP over .the .next ten or, twenty years wili.^oontinu^ *o depend rather on-
^o«^«!a^ i? Produo|ion and RroduotiVity in the. agricultural sector than "b
progress in the more pomplex sectors of theix economy. . ; -. .t;. -,^t

xn Africa 196-9.; <*a*t H^^, PartiOU$ar, - t
agricultureaooounte f'50'tagriculture.aooounte for'50'per cent

oe»*-and;ser.vices;!-*or. 35.pfer c#nt, i

ePowth..rate gsf^e.GDP *f- everjrthiiik else- " .
?|i?e♦; A; simi^o,* i^j-waw ia-,aiftwuxac^ur^ng. i,w^i6h::accounts',-$:

^^.^°-.'.?^ *"^ :^?).». w<>uid<ha;ve ■SBVch less-.effect* -■ >y " f-A
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Considering agricultural-production in'terms of per Capita volume,

;;expansioir seBms:#veTrmore probl'ematio'al. "Table 8 1 gives tEe" agricultural
and food production -indices and the per' capita agri'6ultuf^r and" food

production for Africa as a whole and.for three countries in particular* Prom
the ba.se..of l.Qp - X952rl95.6.j the. overall production.index for foods-tu-f£&,in,-

Africa, reached 139 in 1967 r but tie' tWcreas'e: was hardly up to that of the
population and the per capita food production index did not surpass 101.

CftrexvalXagricultural production was hardly more satisfactory. Whereas

Ethiopia and the Sudan registered a sizeable increase in the volume of

.Agr\Qultujr,a3». ajid,^ooji,,pr,c4ucJ;iQB-:Per person duting^-this-.period,-Egypt

just managed to maintain its previous level. As a*whole, although the

production of.agricultural and food exports increased considerably, in; many ..

counjr^es the per capita yolumeof food and agricultural production fot^the.

domestic market probably decreased. t, ... •■*■•■

Table 9. shows the distribution by sources and uses of available resources

in the four subregions of Africa in the 1960s". Generally speaking, in 1969
all the subregions showed a favourable trade balance, although there were

surpluses in only & few cowitrias in each subregion since in 1969 most

developing African countries still imported more than they exported 13/■
. ■. 1 ..■. ■. 1 ■ ■ ■ 1 ,.1. .. . ■. - ..

In general, the rate of Qovernment.consumption increased over the decade

and the growth rate was uniformly higher than that of private consumption.

There is no doubt that to some extent this reflects the_increase in expenditure

for the* operation of the necessary social services. It also, however, reflects

the growing magnitude and scope'of Government aerviees ^.n general which h&a

brotlght about va relatively;"rapid increase in the public administration sector,

particularly in Hor^h and East Africa. (See table Sb). :

Xj/ Survey o£ Economic Condition's in Africa. 197O,» pages.;115 .and 116-,

■■ k )
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Table 8.-Industrial, origin of GDP at current factor post in the sutregjons
- ■ . Qf:Africa, I960, 1965 and 1969 (inrpercentageg) " ' ■■' '■ ■

North Africa "

I960- ' ' i".
1965
1969
..... .;

West. Africa '•■.

I960"

1965
1969

Central Afrioa

1969

East Afrioa

I960

1965
1969

ORIGIN OF GDP

■-....■■... ".. . ' . '". ' . ■ Pub-

. ■..,-. , ■„ '■ / v... .■'. ■." : . .- ' ..- .',. : .■ lie
* ' '. Agrir . Manu- Con- . ' admin-. SbP.^...,

Subregion . " • pul- Min- fac- yatrub- Com- Trans- Ser- istra-(millioia'
and year, : ture. ing turing tion meroe,pprt: yiqes tion \, ■

.29.0 4*2 14.8 5.4

25.6 11.4 14.4 5*3
22.3 17.6 13.3 5.5

55.1 2.4 6.3 5,0
48.I 5.;1 8.2. 5.2
46.3 4.2 11.1 5.0

40.0 5.3 12.1 3.8

35.1 4.8 13.3 4.2
33i2 6i5-15.8 4'w5

44.5 8.0 7-2 4.7
43.1 6.2 8.7 4.5

37.8 7.1;iO.3... 5*1

15.0.

12.8

12.3

7.0

6.9

5.4

13.2 5.0

14.5- 5.1
14.0 4.6

13.7 6,2

15.1 5*6

15.5 5.4:

11.4 5-8

12.7 5.8

12,7 6.4

;l5'.o• 9.6

13.1 sio;5
12.6 11,0

"6,1 6.9

7.3 6.5
8.1 6.7

7-1 11.8

8*5 13.4
7.1 12.0

12.4 6.0

12.0 7*0.

.13.6- 7iO

8 '897
13 306

17 785

6 314

9 033
11 068

2 332

2 715

3'567

4 293

5 847
7 757

Sources ECA Survey of Economic Conditions in Africa, 1970, page 26 •

bJ Includes energy.
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Table 8A. Compound growth: rates of GDP (at 19.60 factor cost) by
; origin* in the . Afrioan. Bubregions XIn-.percentage^.^petr*aflnumT

Subregio.n

and year

\ ■

Agri-

tjure

Min-*;
ing

:. . ORIGIN

Manu- , Con-

turingS/ tion

OP QLP

merce

Trans

port

Others- ;:";
services administration

i. ;■

North Africa

1960-1969

1960-1965
1965-1969
1968-1969

West Africa

1960-1969
1960-1965

1965-1969
1968-1969 ,

Central Africa

1960-1969

1960-1965
1965-1969 ■
1968-1969 ,

East Africa

1960-1969 •■;
196O-I965!''
1965-1969;:
1968-1969 U

2.8 20.8

3.4 26.7
i2.0 13.8

-1.7 : 6;.5

1.6 8,9

■2.0 20-7

■li.2 l-4v2
3.4' 4.0

2.:8

3.4

24

3.9

1.4
-1.3

5*0

20.2

4-2,

5.1
3.1
3.6

8-8

9.3

8.1

5.1

!<M , 5.9 6.5h
■A. 7 -0#4 3*4
!3»0 14«3 10*6,

:7.2. 6,2 8.a

8.ST.
7.9

9.4
6.4

5.2

■5.7
4-5
5.2

2.5
4.6

-0.1

3,8

1.3

1*9
4*4

5.3

2.7
8.6

3.9

2.9

1-9
4.2

3.9

3,4
6a

0.0

-2.4';

55
5.8

5.0

2.1

5.7
-2*2

6.2

2.0

4*4

-1.0

-1.1

4»p ; 1.5
2.6 ' -1*1

8^.3 ■■■■!■■ 6.8

,5.3

3.9
7.0

.2*5

2.7
3.2

2.4

5.4
7.4

2.9

•3,1
'4.8
1.1

6.6

3.2

8.5
■6.7

[6,9

'"■eld

"2!.9
2;. 2

.-0*5

5

3J.8
2.6

4.6

6.0
6.6

5-3

• '■- ■$•- i

Sourcei- EGA, Survey-of Economic Conditions .in Africa9 1970».-

a/ Ijibludes energy... h ; !
—* >. ■. '- •■■.. ■ ■-■». ■ •". ... .-... ■
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Ta"ble 9, Sources and uses of available resources "by subregions of Africa(based

on current market prices) I960, 1965 and 1969 (in percentages)

Subregion

and year .

North Africa

I960 . .,

1965

1969

West Africa

■ i960 " """■ ;■
1965
1969- ■ -.. ■

Central Africa

I960

1965
1969

East Africa

I960

1965
1969

Source s ECA

Sources

GDP

92.3

"""99 V9"
103.3

96V7

101..7.

103.3
101.7

100.7

100.4

100.6

■101.6

Survey

Imports-

exports

.7.7 . .
Ocl

-3.3

3.3

2.5 ■' '

-1.7

-3.3

-1.7

-0.7

-0.4

-0.6

-1.6

of Economic

20.0

18,2

17.5

12.8

14.9

13.7 ~

15.3

15.4-
20.3

I4.8

15.6.

18.1-

Uses

, Private

consumption

72.J
64.6

6O.4

80.2

77.4
73.1

65.7
64.6

61.3

74-0

70.8

66.9

Conditions in Africa

Government

consumption

. 15.0

17.3

18 O8

10.3
10.2

11*5

15.7

18.3
17*7

10.8

13-0

13.4

« 1970, pases

Exports-

imports

-7-7
-Ool

3.3

-3*3

-2.5

.1.7

0.7

0,6

1-4

2A0 & 2A:

a/ Gross domestic capital formation.

It has often "been pointed out that the relationship between gross domestic
capital formation (GDCP) and economic growth differs from one developing
country to another,. The relationship is, navertheless, • a strong indicator of-
the level of savings and, therefore, of the proportion of resources that can
be allocated to investments. 'Trends in GDCF during the- decade varied from

subregion to subregion and above all among the individual countries. During

this period, -if absorbed—on average between 16" to l8'perceht of available
resources, a figure .slo-gh-tly. below the". 20 per cent envisaged for the Second
Development Decade 14/,

Ibid, page 31
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Agriculture and mining

Although the urban population in .JTrica has grown considerably in

recent years, the great majority of people in most African countries still

live in the rural areas and will continue to do so for many years to come.

In addition, a high proportion of the rural population are excluded from the

commercial economy and live above all on subsistence agriculture and small-

Table 10» Average annual growth rates of resources and uses (at constant

prices) by subregjon of Africa (in percentages) '

Resources Uses

»/ Private Government
q and period GDP Imports GDCJ®' oonsumption consumption Exports

North Africa

1960-1969 5-2 2.3 3-5 3.4 8.1 6.1
1960-1965 5-7 1.2 4-3 3*5 8.7 6.1
1965-1969 4-6 3.7 2.5 3.4 7.4 6.1
1968-1969 3-0 10.8 4.3 3.1 6.1 6.3

'rfe3t Africa

1960-1969 3-2 1.1 3.7 2.3 3.8 3.6
1960-1965 4.6 2.6 7-3 4.6 3.7 3.3
1965-1969 1.5 -0.8 -O.7" . 0,3 4-0 4.0
1968-1969 2.1 10.2 6.7 0.9 ' 1.2 12.2

Central Afr-ica ....

1960-1969 3.0 0.7 6.3 2.1 4.6 0.1
1960-1965 1.5 -2.9 1.3 1.1 4.9 -3-5
1965-19^9 4-9 5-3 12.8 3.4 4.2 4.6
1968-19:9 5.& "4-8 22,7 5-9 -0,1 -10.9

^ast Africa

1960-19^9 4.9 4.0 7.1 3-9 7.4 4-4
1960-1965 = . 4.5 3.1-: 5.3 3.6 8.2 3-6

1965-1969 5.4 5-1 9.4 4-2 6.5 5.5
1968-1969 5-8 -3.6 1.2 2.4 3*5 9.0

Source: -30A, Survey of floonomio Conditions in Africa, 197Q> page 238.

a/ Gross domestic capital formation.
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scale local trading. It would probably "be more correct to ascribe these

small-scale farmers to the traditional sector rather than the subsistence

sector since in many countries they make a substantial contribution to the

agricultural GDP. The authors of the monographs on Ethiopia and the Sudan

for example have estimated that in recent years the traditional sector

provided nearly 50 per cent of the agricultural GDP- 15/ Although there is

only limited data available on the subject, there is reason to believe that,

with the exception of a few agriculturally developed countries such as Egypt,
especially in those countries where the rural population is very large, the

traditional sector probably provides a substantial part of the total
agricultural GDP. Nevertheless, the share of agricultural production provided

"by large-scale commercial farmers is disproportionately big. In I964 in
Zambia, 700 European families accounted for 71 per cent of the sales of
agricultural products against a corresponding rate of 29 per cent for the

450,000 African families dependent on agriculture in the country. 16/ It is
clear that the contribution of the majority of African fanners, who use
primitive methods, are excluded from the best marketing systems and operate
at a low level of productivity, to agricultural sales is excessively limited
in relation to their numbers.

Whether the sector is described as traditional agriculture or subsistence
agriculture, the main point is still clear. Over most of Africa, there is a
large group of the population that does not effectively contribute to the
growth of the economy and, in addition, constitutes a group of consumers which
are at "best marginal and, in view of their present economic level, incapable
of profiting from the progress made in manufacturing and commerce, The

economic stagnation among the small-scale farmers and nomadic shepherds which
in many cases constitute a sizeable group, may well hamper sustained and
generalized development by offsetting the greater prosperity in the more

dynamic sectors of the economy and reducing the size of domestic markets for
the goods and services provided by the modern industrial and commercial
enterprises.

It is often difficult in practice to separate subsistence agriculture from
commercial agriculture.. It is a fact that a certain portion of the produce
grown in the modern farms is intended for local consumption, 21/ *br the main

According to Henin, in the Sudan the subsistence sector contributed more

than 49 per cent between I965 and I969. With regard to Ethiopia, Bekele
oonsiders that the relevant rate was in the order of 55 per cent in I968.
Henin, op. cit.; Bekele and Bondestam, op,cit.

16/ Frederick F. Clairmonte, Towards .a .Strategy of African Agriculture, a
mimeograph,

]jy In this connexion, attention may be drawn to the specific case of the
Gizeria agricultural project in the Sudan. Although it is geared to the
production of agricultural exports, principally cotton, 50 per cent of the
land is reserved for the personal use of the farmers. HiA. Henin, op.cit.
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part, subsistence farmers may sell part of their produce in order to acquire

certain essential goods which cannot "be made at homec In many regions, the

small-scale farmers in the traditional agriculture sector concentrate on

acquiring income rather than on'local'food cropso18/ Nevertheless, the
agricultural concerns which use more modern methods such as irrigation,

fertilizers and mechanization and grow a single crop or a limited number of

crops (or engage in livestock farming): whose production is intended for internal

or external markets contribute a disproportionate share of the agricultural GDP

in reDation to the proportion of the rural agricultural labour force that they

/

Vast agricultural projects geared to the export market have been carried

out in the last deoade« Some plantations, such as sisal and rubber, were set

up in Africa in some countries during the colonial era, Nevertheless, the

introduction of large-scale projects for the purpose of modernising production
techniques in the holdings operated by co-operatives or individual farmers has

been almost exclusively a postcolonial phenomenon. This is perhaps one of the

reasons for the slow"or moderate rate of growth in agricultural production in
the 1960s'o Furthermdre, some large-scale and highly capitalized enterprises

have only just come on stream or are still being established^ In areas where

commercial agriculture is at the mercy of the annual rainfall, conditions and
therefore the size of the yield have varied enormously from one year to

anothero This can be seen from table 9 which shows the production of cotton

and sorghum during the period 1962-1963 to 1968-I969 in areas of the Sudan
where rain crops are grown* Where agriculture is an important factor in the
gross national product and where there are subsidiary agriculture-based

industries9 fluctuations in production resulting from poor harvests which
generally go hand in hand with a drop in effective demand and domestic savings

may make the difference between appreciable economic growth and stagnation

18/ This comment is particularly valid in the case of a number of export

products such as groundnuts which are not covered by large-scale irrigation plans

or organized in plantations* The cultivation of groundnuts in Senegal is a good

illustration of this,, (Pc Cantrelle, Case Study! Population et ressburces dans

une sene rura..a,Senegal, prepared for the African Population Conference? Accraj

December 1971)0

i/ In the monograph on Algeria, Tabah illustrates this kind of situation,,

Under the colonial regime, most of the big commercial holdings were in the
hands of the Europeans0 When the European farmers began to leave the country

in 1963; they were taken over by Algerians,, Tabah points out that this provided

a living for 135,000 farmers on a, permanent basis and for 100,000 seasonal ^

workers*. In all, a population of around one million derives its means, of live
lihood from some*3 million hectares of land, The rest of the agricultural land,
an area of around 6 million hectares, supports almost 4 million people. As in
colonial.times, many of these are compelled to cultivate marginal land outside
the most fertile areas and thus have a low level of productivity and income,

Tabah in fact feels that the changes that have taken place in the traditional
sector between the time of colonization-and accession to independence have been

fairly limited.
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throughout the.economy..20/ As. can ba.jse.en from, table..1Q.,. which also relates

to the production of 6otton' in the Su^nV/fluctoi&Qns in world prices have
had a marked effect on the value of sales and therefore, as far as exports
are concerned, on foreign exchange earnings from year to year. In fact the
price of cotton has remained fairly stable in the long term, but that of
certain agricultural products such aS'grouiidnuts, palm oil and sugar fell
during most "cf the decade 1960-1970, vhich Jiad an adverse effect on the export
earnings of those oountVies where 'such c'r'ops are important.

Table 11: Mechanized farming in wet areas. 1962/63 - 1968/69

COTOT SORGHUM

Season Surfac

area

Production--' Average

yield

Surface^ Production*-^ Average
yieldarea

1962/63

1963/64
1964/65 ,
1965/66
1966/67. .

32.7

18.7
I8.4

12o0

1968/69 34

4.9
2.1

2.5
2.1

1.0

3,4
3.7

0.15

Ooll

oa4

0.17 '

0al4

■oai <
OaG

313-3

316,0

432.9

565.7
381.7
612.3

-■- 776.3

126.6

102,2

154.3

152a-

79a
257.3

217«3

0.40

0.24

0.13.

0.14

oa5

0.14
0.12

l/ 'inajOOO feddahs. (l fedtian = approximately $8 ares)

2/ In 1,000 tonso , ■ . ■- ' .•

Source:. R.A. Henin, Population Growth and Economic Beveloipent; the...Sudan,

A Case Studyo ■ -: ; ■ - -.■■■. ■■■:.

20/ National Academy of Science, Rapid Population Growth. Consequences

and Policy Implications,: Vol. -1 j ■ Summary and Reoommenda-tiohs, ■ Johns. Hopkins

University Press, 1971j page 25.
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Table 12:■ Quantity a pric^. and value indicators of cotton exports from

1 the Sudan between;1949 and 1961 (1949= 100)

Year :. , Quantity , Price : Value

1949
1950

1951
1952 " :

1953

1954:- , ;

1955■ ■
1956

1957

1958

1959
I960

1961

Source:

100

102

•■ : 146

-■■• 85'*"
138

93

.. .145
... 176

96
. : :120

275
161

163

R*A* Henin.

the Sudan,

100

117

163.
:v ■■ -■■• - 178

101

121

109

124

125

- ;:!... 97
76

108

100

> Po'pulation Growth
A Case Study.

100

120

■". 239 ...
:■ :■ * ^52 ■, •■■■-■

140

113

. 159 , .
219 '
120

117

211

174

. 163

and Economic Development;

Nevertheless,the over-all balance of visible trade has improved over

recent years, Developing~Africa gl/ in fact moved from a deficit of $US420

million in 1965 to a surplus of $U31j430 million in 1969a This was due to

a strong increase in exportst whose growth rate (10.1 per cent) approached
that of the developed market economies and clearly exceeded that of the rest

of the developing world? and by the fall off in imports for which the rate

of growth (4<j per cant)1:was .much low.e^.tljaji. that registered in. the developed

market economies and the developing world as a whole. 2gJ

Despite the drop in the prices of some agricultural productsf the terms

of trade for developing Africa as a whole improved in the late 1960s, The
terms of trade are basically a yardstick of the purchasing power, as far as

imports are concerned, of export earnings and are therefore an indicator of

relative prices©

21/ Developing Africa includes all African countries except South Africa,

ic Conditions in Africa. l97Pi"page 110, .
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It should however "be noted that the spectacular increase in export

earnings was unduly.influenced "by a relatively liinited number of non-^

agricultural- products first and foremost atfiong Which sire petroleum1 and

e<f|)pero ■ From only 3»8 per t?ent in 196V the share of petroleum in total

exports from developing Africa rose to 28<>3 per cent in 1969j which'represents
an average annual growth rate of over 23 per cento 2^/ This increase of course

eclipsed the less rapid riss in mariy agricultural products* The importance

of the mining in^ustr^ can also "be seen from the fact .that in. 19'69".for the

first time the value 6f exports of petroleum ahd other .mineral p.roduc-ts
: more than 50 per cei}'o of all exports from Africa'as a whole., 2.4/

1 ' '■ Two fiirther comments should be made with regard to the mining secto"re

Firstly( even though exports of petroleum and other mineral p^oduciiq are a

good way of obtaining needed foreign exchange, it sKduldnot' be forgotten

that'these'resources can be exhausi;ed0 ' Secondly^ iii general, mining ...

industries "require; a 'lot of capitai,o Altl^ou^ in many cases it may "be
easy to obtain foreign''Capital £or this kipd'of operation, it iSay noli' '

■cont^ilDU^te-n'oticeaBiy to 'a .better dis-cributibn of incbtti^ dt the domestic
level"-or* to improving the situation of a la'rge Sector of the population'_
unless the foreign exchange derived from mineral exports is used "to increase

and broaden the level of internal developments

Secondly, mineral exports and the current upswing in the price of

petroleum and copper in particular affect only a relatively small number of

countries*. In recent years the mining sector has accounted for over 20

per cent of the GDP in only 6 countries and territories in developing Africa:

Libyas Namibia, Zambiaj Liberia, Mauritania and Gabon0 2%J The Republic of
Zaire has also benefitted greatly from the boom in copper since 19^5* Thus

the decidedly positive visible trade balance for the region as a whole

conceals the fact that in most of the countries in developing Africa (27

out of the 40 for which data are available) imports continued to exceed

exports in 1969 as they had done during most of the decadeo 26/

_ Itoufacturing industries and^ commerce

Uuring the 1960s: the percentage expansion in manufacturing industries

was rather rapid throughout Africa (See table 5)« I11 all "th®. subregions with
the exception of $orth Africa, where petroleum was the main factor* the ,

contriuabion of manufacturing to the total GDP increased appreciably. In

most cases, however, this came on top' of an extremely .limited base, with

page 355

page 59

page 589«

pages 344 and 345*
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the result .that in some countries just a,few major projects have, had a striking

effect,, In addition, the growth,of the manufacturing sector was not
consistent from year to year and varied from country to country, perhaps

"because of the time at which certain plants were established and the, situation
in other sectors of some economies' in teims of favourable or unfavourable

harvests. / '..■'".

Tne expansion of manufacturing mainly related to consumer goods and in

particular to essentials and export products. The number of new industrial

enterprises established between 1957 and 196*9 reveals, a particularly rafpid
■rate of growth in some branches of activity such as food preparations and

preserves, textiles, wood products, including pulp and paper, and oe.ment« 27/

tflie processing industries still do not constitute-an important sector
In terms of employment, which is summarized in table 11 "which gives the,;

estijnated1 proportion of wage eariiers in selected African countries. The.

figures take into account the high number of employees in not .only the.
manufacturing sector but also .the raining industries and construction. They

probably also include a sizeable number of workersrin commerce, transport
and services- . " .

76 and 77*
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[Table 1.3s ■ Nage^employggnfr. related toij.p6pulation-..!in.ilatest:avaijLable^.year ■ ■

..'.:.:' Subregion and Total;-,; .■..>... .#age..-: .■ percentage of ■ Percentage of

- country .. population : i; employment . total popula- active.''; ■
,:. ;.;. 7 ,'■ , .,,;■ ,(1»OOQ): . (1,000)■ >■ - • tlon population.0/

? 1 &6rth. Africa ■,•..,.. .< ■ . .'..-.■ .., ■■ ■ -1 , :: - . ■ ... :' ■■ ■ ' ' '■' ■ ■'■ .
K■ ■ ■ ", " i ii ill i .',-,.-■■■■ .

Algeria (1968) 12,791 1*148 ?.O 22.4

Egypt 32,944 7j714 -2V4 :5§»4

West Africa

' ivory Coast(l9^) ,; v4,295 ?15 ■ -5-0 • •• 12^5 ■■■,-^.-.
Mali (1966) 4j640 52 .■■-■"-' l;l 2*8. ■■■- ,1
Nigeria (1970) 66,174 1,385 2a 5.2

Central Africa ■ ' r '. ^ ...,..'

^Cameroon (l0-^^ . -'5»37Q ■:.■•..- 94 '. .: 1*8 , ■ - . 4.4-::, ^
Republic of ... ].;. . . . :•■■ .-. . . :- .■:' ^.-.-/.-i:

Zaire (1967) ' 20,267 1,035 5a .12.3

Africa '" " ■■•■ ,' ■■ t ■ ' - ■ ■ ' ■/ j ;' _;' ■.".■"',"-■; ■ '.;

Kenya, (i^)' ... •. 10j58l , 1,072 ,;.10.1 . - 25..3 . -.<..
Tanzania (196.9) ./ -12,886.. 368. '. k- -2,9 ■, -\ ,7.1'.:.--,

Gambia .(1968); ■ 3,955 ■- ,',, ^-..- ■;■'" 9*° ^ ' 22^4A:'-'

ie.active population is estimated at 40 per cent of the.total «';')

lion*. . .= ,,.' ,„, ^ . .... .,..._...„, ..,, ; ...,;... .- - . ,,, ■ ■". 4-/:.- ■ .v:-^

SourceV Survey of Ecgmr)ffijjy f^\uiltions in Africa^ -197Q, page 341* •.;■■/■ ^* r

,At aj.1.events, as can be ^eenj only in a .few countries did wage employjaent

5, per cent of the total population'and, where there i£ an appropriate

level of .economic aotiviiiy, 15...per cent »df the active population*- /••.-;..
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In Africa in many cases the growth of the manufacturing sector has

suffered as a result of unforeseen investment expenses, weak economies of
scale and extremely high unit of production costs. Leaving aside all other

considerations* theoapitalexpenditure required,for, a given, productive

capacity varied- ©onsadefabl-y eVen:-WitHioa1 ^he'sj^e^ihdustry ithat uses 'normal
and well-known techniques.28/ ■'*'■'■■''' ' ''■:"* r" V "~; r =..■■ . ■

Consequently it has teen difficult in many African countries to stimulate

■■■ — :f-nQfr.ea.se 4lBi;*Jl®, exports of industrial goods and'p&rticularly :those: which
require a more advanced level of processing than primary exports. The share

" of primary products in total exports..fell during the 1960s but,; the drop
. .wa^.a fairly small one from a rate of 6l to 78 per: oent.22/ It is thus clear
that, even when .manufactuidng is expanding, constantly, for many years> primary
products will continue to form the basis of the foreign trade > of :the;<majority
of African countries. , > .'.■. '■•'-'} : '■'• ■-

4. Foreign trade I'M these conditions

The pattern of Africa's trade relations with the rest of the world:is
deserving of speoial consideration. The present-situation may be expressed
in terms of the following facts: * ''\.

* ■■■ ■ t,. ...

(1) 25 per cent of 'the region's Gross Domestic Production is exported to
the rest of the world, whereas Africa imports the equivalent..of: 27 p.er. cent
of its gross domestic resources for purposes of end consumption and for the
development of its economic and social infrastructure. ■'■ \ V. ,

(2) The major share of these exports is still made up of basic agricultural
commodities (which accounted for 70 per cent of Africa!s total export, .trade
in 1966) although the mining and extractive industry (various kinds of ores,,
petroleum, etc) is becoming increasingly important in this respect.,.^Moreover,
African exports comprise an exceptionally limited;range of products, being
confined to coffee, 0009a, raw palm oil, groundnuts, tea, ootton, wood and
citrus frui-fcsv • ■

(3) Africa's tradewith the,rest of the world is still heavily concentrated
on traditional imports and exports to which the oountries £n the region were,
to a greater or lesser extent, committed, prior to independence. Such trade

accounts f^r 50.5 per cei^t of, exports, a|id 43.^. per.oent of impprts,

(4) Finally, an analysis of the pattern of Africa's foreign trade during
the period.I949-19^1 shows that exports in particular rose steadily .not
because of\..the prices accorded to..African products on the international,

market but "solely, because., of the steady increase in the volume of exports.
In other words, the deterioration in the terms of trade is having a direct
impact on Africa's economy.

28/ One example is the cement industry in West Africa where the
investment required for an annual oapacity of 100,000 tons varied from I.63
million to more than 10 million US dollars. Ibid., page 79.

29/ Ibid, page 103.
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Table 14; . Volume, price and value indexes for African exports during the

period 1949-1961 - base 100 = 194? .

Yea? 1___Volume ' •' Price Value

1949■■ ' ■ -- ■ -. ■' ■ 100 . 100 .'.:." 100
1950 >■-:-■ :-■ ■ .. .... .102 11? . ■ 120

1951 146 163 . 239 .
1952 85 178 152
1953 • ■ - 138 101 . 140

1954-■-■■ :■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 93 ■- ■ ■ "121 ■ . = ' ' ■ 113
1955 - 145 109 " ■" : 159
1956- ■■":■'■ .176 124 . . ■ , pS.'
1957 :. ' . 96 125 120 ' :

1958 120 97 . ... H7

1959 : " " ■ ■ 275 76 211

1960 ■...■ 161 108 174

1961 ; ;■; 163 : 100 •■-■'■. "" 163 .

Balariqe of payments and liquidities

. Since'a number of African countries have, difficulties in mobilizing: ..

domestic savings in.reasonable amounts, foreign aid and capital have.proyen-

to "be necessary if even a. modicum of fixed capital formation is--t<> ,b9 aoiiieved.

Of the.29'developing African countries where, accurate data -was available

in-1966, positive balances were shown for 24 in public transfers, 17, in-private

transfers; 20,^ in public capital and 16 in private capital.30/ \<:

Although foreign a,id and capital relieve balance of payments problems

and,; make, funds available, for domestic development-^ they create certain problems

of th&ir.owh. In the first place; a rapid1' accumulation of "hard": loans.: (loans
whioh are repayable, in ourrenoy) results in an.immediate increase in. the-

foreign debt. Because of the low level of domestic savings, more countries,,
might find it difficult to mobilise enough funds to., cover the necessary. ....;■■■

payments; and even if the payments can be covered?-- they are likely to co-nsujne

a large amount of domestic resources set aside for investment purples*. Se.oond,

whejf the necessary investment is covered by foreign undertakings (as. for ■

example? in the.'case, of a great many 1 atroleum extraotiiig operations,)) it
may happen that the larger share of the income realized from the investment

is siphoned off to meet transfer payments outstandinge

For exampleg 'the substantial amount of financial resources'obtained. =.

in foreign loans by the Ivory Coast has more than doubled that country's

foreign debt, wiich .rose from 8*7 thousand million CFA franos in i960 to

20.5 thousand, million CFA francs in 1965« In I965 transfer payments in the

Ivo?y Coast rose to 140 thousand million OE"A franos, which'represented nearly

40 per cent of that country's GKP estimated at 350 thousand million CFA. -.

franos»3l/ I"t is not therefore surprising that in recent years many African

30/ Ibid., pp, 304-307-

3l/ So Amin, Le developpement clu capitalisme en Cote
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countries have encouraged the granting of direct assistance arid =*'so£tf> loans-
(loans which can "be repaid in exports). ' ...

In 24 of the 29 countries studied,the over-all "balance of payments was

unfavourable. In 1969, three other African countries achieved a favourable
payments position, making eight countries in all with surplus current accounts
(Libyan Arab Republic, the Ivory Coast, Zaire, Gabon, Zambia, Mauritius,

"Tanzania and Rhodesia).

The deficits shown in the majority of countries were mainly due to large
amounts of investment income paid abroad as discussed above and to defioit
merchandise accounts. In 1968 developing Africa received #1=396 thousand
million in transfers and public capital, whereas the net value of investment
income paid abroad amounted to 41.012 thousand million- Moreover, it is
possible that .his heavy influx of capital was responsible for the defioit
in certain merchandise accounts since part of the amount received was un

doubtedly used to make purchases abroad of such items as machinery and
transport equipment which cannot be manufactured looally.^2/

Countries whose foreign assets were decreasing in value or had stagnated
at a very low level were in a particular unfavourable position as far as

their balance of payments was concerned. In 1968 and 1969 only eight African
countries managed to improve their position in this respect. These countries
included Libyan Arab Republic, Higeria, Sierra Leone, Zaire and Zambia, whose
balance of trade showed a considerable surplus mainly due to exports of
mineral products, and three countries in wist Africa (Kenya, Uganda and
Tanzania), where favourable results were obtained as. a consequence of tourism

or of sizeable public investments from abroad^

■ As a general rule, those countries whose foreign assets decreased or
remained at'the same level found themselves in a similar predicament where

international liquidities were concerned. Table 12 shows the amount of the
international reserves of selected African countries during the 1960s and
compare the amount on reserve in 1969 with the value of imports effected
in the same year, ■ It will be noted that in a number of cases the amount
of liquidities on reserve in 1969 represented less than 20 per cent of the
value of imports, reflecting a situation which oould turn critical in, for
example, a bad harvest year when it night suddenly become necessary to imp.ort

large amounts of foodstuffso

The si-cuation appears even more acute when it is examined in light of
the fact that in much of Africa^ the increase in the agricultural output has
barely kept pace with the growth in the population and that a number of
African countries must import foodst^fs even though they have a broad
agricultural base. Consequently, one or two years of poor crops, which
would have an unfavourable impact on export earningE and make it necessary

to import basic food commodities to sustain a rapidly growing population,
mighVhave a severe effect on the international financial position of a large

number of African countries*

^ Survey of Economic Conditions in Afrioa, 1970? Part I (United
Uations publication, Sales ..No* EO71»H°K»9) j P" .112« ... ■■ - , ,
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Table 14A: International liquidity of selected African countries, 1960-1969

Subregion and Liquidity position at end year Imports

country International reserves in million US dollars (c.i.f«)

__ I960 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 I969

North Africa

82 246 339 385 539 918 676
Sudan 167 60 57 55 48 36 266

Tunisia 85 36 28 40 36 37 261

Et 264 193 156 196 168 145 638

West Africa

Ghana 388 132 126 100 113 87 347
Mali ... 3_ 1 ]_ ^ ^n

Nigeria , 434 246 227 122 126 138 696

Central Africa

Eqaatorial Afri

Z^" ■-■ 63 21 21 68 138 198 390

a/
Eqaatorial Africa-^. 47 75 66 39 55 55 453

Eastern Africa

Ethiopia )
Kenya )

Tanzania )

Uganda )

Malavii

Zambia

53

I84

• * *

77

143

25
200

79

239

21

211

65

206

23

180

66

246

23

199

72

305

21

369

155
1 1*7
327

199
127

74

437

Source: Survey of Economic Conditions in Africa. 1970. Part I (United

Nations publication, Sales No. E.71.II.K.9). p.. 337.

a/ Cameroon, the Central African Republic, Chadr the Congo and Gabon

Manpower

With an increase in population comes an increase in the labour force avail

able within the economy. An expanding active population not only promotes

increased production and economic growth, it also puts pressure on the economy

to create employment and on the service sector to initiate educational and train
ing programmes so that manpower resources are not wasted*

Even though the urban population is expanding rapidly and a disproportionate

share of the increase is accounted for by young adults, who are the most likely

candidates to fill available jobsr almost everywhere in Africa the large majority

of workers are still to be found in rural areas performing traditional activities

related to agriculture, forestry and fishing. Although figures vary from country
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to country and have almost certainly decreased, in recent years, it is estimated
that about two-thirds of the active population of Africa is engaged in such
activitieso 3-V

Labour force participation has dropped slightly in almost every part of
Africa during the past. 10 years* It is estimated that the crude activity rate
fell from about 41 per cent in i960 to 39c8 per cent in 1965 and 38.9 per cent
m 1970. 21/ A. though this drop was observable for all a^ groups, it was most
apparent m the youngest and the oldest groups. Data for Egypt show that during
the period 1937-1969 the activity rate for young men and boys fell from 22.4 to
12 per cent for those under 15 years of age and from 82.4 to 68,5 for those in
the I5~tp-19-year age group. The activity rate for men over 60 dropped from
92o5 per cent to 72o4 per cent during the same period, while the rates for men in
the other age groups remained-almost steady. In Egypt this pattern was clearly
related to urbanization. The economic activity rate for very young and very old
people (unaer 20 and over 60) remained very high in rural areas whereas they
dropped significantly in the cities where on-going education and training are'
required for a large number of occupations and retirement is becoming the rule in
vocational life. 35/ .

The secondary and tertiary sectors of the Egyptian econony are relatively
well developed, and it is probable that in most African developing countries the
activity rate did not decline so sharply. However, a similar pattern of economic
activity is unquestionably a concomitant of the growth of modern economic
structures. As the process of modernization and urbanization advances in the
African developing countries, members of certain age groups will cease to be
economically active and will become the responsibility of the economic sector,
making special demands on it in the realm of education, health and other social
facilities^

Of course the cause and effect relationship between population growth and an
expanded labour force takes a fairly long time to emerge.--Most of those
individuals who are now entering the active population were bom at least 15 years
ago. which means that the present trend towards a growing population will not
affect the labour force until at least 15 years have elapsed. Between 1965 and
197Or the African population between the ages of 15 and.64 grew from about 114
million to near:7 127 million, showing en annual average rate of growth of 2,1
per cent. This growth rate is markedly lower than the rate of total population
increase m Africar and will necessarily climb significantly in the years to

come, 30/ Increased unemployment and underemployment in a number of economic
sectors clearly shows that many African countries are finding it difficult to
deal with the larger numbers of persons now seeking employment,,

33/ Xt>i_d_» r P* 160.

/ IMd,, p. 159«

Farag and El Sayeh, op._. cit,

W Survey of Economic Conditions in Africa, lQ7Qf Part I (United Nations
publication, Sales No, E.71.II,K.9), ppo 158 and
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The capacity of the economy to absorb available manpower effectively may be

measured by the level of unemployment and underemployment. Unfortunately, little

data- exists in this connexion for the various subregions of Africa, and most

studies on unemployment and underemployment must therefore be based on estimates*

Neverthelessr urban unemployment and rural and urban underemployment are,'familiar

problems in the African context. The economic survey'carried out in the Sudan in

196*7 showed that unemployment had increased subst aitially in .the large cities-in

the period 1967-I968* Although this may have been in part due to the lay-off of

labourers and craftsmen from certain projects which had recently been completed*
some of the figures relating to Khartoum show that over half of the unemployed

workers on the rolls were unqualified migrants who had' come to the city in search

of permanent or temporary employment. 37/ '' ■■' ■ 'J- ' '•■ ■

Underemployment is also a serious problem. 3h traditional societies. it-;may

not-have been, important to utilize manpower efficiently, because the production of

goods over and beyond those required to meet- the:basic needd (food, shelterT
felbthing and handmade tools}1 probably served a relatively limited purpose0 Ixy a

more-highly developed economy, the situation is altogether different. The need

to ensure e surplus output of certain type's^ of exports and to expand the domestic

ffiarfcet "by raising -per capita income callg ifbr" uti Hzfing the potential offered by

the active population more and more efficiently* x ^ ■

In all rural areas except those where irrigation makes it possible to raise

a~ variety of crops, agricultural pursuits occujor workers for only a. par^ of.t.he'

year* Duringthe off-season farm workers have the-'choice of finding work.in,. .

their place: of residence or going to a city or another rural area in search of '■■:■

work* Many of these people either are unable to find any work at all or engage

in trade ventures or other activities of little importance, which occupy them ;

only marginally. : ■ '-; • ..."■■ ' ■■'

;:'..■- T]a&...problem oi" undereinployment also effectSperflianeirt. residents of urban. ^

centres, many of whom are unqualified and, often tianes illiterate as well*, ■Such-

people are usually employed in menial positions or dp small jobsd The problem

does not. lie in getting.such t^sks done bui-'in th«:large.nuftiber of people wlib
are engaged in doing them. This often results ,in -^-;extr€imely low level af ;

productivity in the perfcErmance of tasks which could be, carried out just as

effectively t^ri^wer people.. .,-...--,■ - . -_^,.w ..-...., ...-.' •. ;

Social services >- ,;-.;.y,^:.-- . -'^ ■-...-;. ■ ■ ■ ......

The development of social services; particularly in the fields of education

and health, !is closely linked W the formulation of a labour policy aimed at

bringing a viable and competent labour force 4nto being*. It was uot very long

ago that education and training,and improved health oonditions first received

recognition in a great many development plans as being essential to the growth

of a modem economy. Governments are becoming increasingly of the need for

improved social services to ensure that properly trained manpower is available»

Heninr OTir cit.
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Estimated enrolments ^..institutions of -.primary, secondary :and higher

^edtfation in t.he^yarious .^rican^bre^.on?in. 1965 and,1969 .and".'their share,..'
in the total*population are; |iye^rin,!ifa^e;';t3..; li'.wilj. be seen that .although..
thenumber of enrolmentsin all sectp^s o^ education inore.ased during the ..peui
under consideration, the prqpQrtiibn. of [eoftodirage. children.actually "attending ,,'
School remained low. During^the school y6^1967-1968, t£e .rate of primary,. r-.
school enrolments wai80 per 'cent or .higher in.only afew.countri.es. ".The,; rate-of
secondary school enrolments exceeded 20 per. cent. in. two countries only. . (" , ;
(Mauritius and Egypt).' Inmost African countries .'and in almost ..all countries in
tropical Africa, the rate, of secondary sofroql enrolments, .was lower t^an, IQi
cent1. 38/"' '\ ' ' ' ;' ;' /' ' ''' "' ' ''■' ' '

Although health services have shown some improvement r it must be acknowledged

that what progress theije h^s beenljas been.maqle frqm. a very narrow^ base- ( Two ;

factors are especially important in this' context :In the' first fllace, ■-thenumber of
individuals for each doctor, is in general very Iii^i. ,. Only a few of the .relatively

more highly advanced countries have one cLoctor for every 10,.QOO inhabitants where
as a number of countries, many of which have a low per capita inobme and are ,

highly dependent on agricultural productionf have less than one doctor for.every

20/000 inhabitants. Second!ly, those- doctorp whb.are available tend to concentrate

in tha urban agglomerations, and in some' countries medical Attention is. almost,,
totally unobtainable outside the urban centres. Progress in this connexion has

been fairly slow since the opportunities for Afri can universities to train more

doctors and to raise the standard of the medical education they offer are.still,

relatively limited. . The majority of'.:doctors are.foreigners, at least in most.

countries in tropical Africa^, and it is unlikely ihat their.number will, increase
in futureo Although there arp excellent, opportunitie.s., for training nurses and.

other paramedical personnel., "hot much.was done inthis connexion, in the past./and
progress at present is slow. •■■■■■■•■_■ - ' /. . .

^.1 The relation of school enrojLments to population by African .subregion.
196W969 (id)^ ■ ' ""

'. , . North . ' West : : Central Eastern
_. , ' Africa Africa Africa Afrjca,

.■■■... "

Population 73,989 98,901 37r229 ;7Pr8OO

Primary enrolments 7r275 5r791 3*875 4,335

Ratio(^ '■;j ;" ■ ■.;;■ ;sue:;'"':_ "; y;%Q :"..{'; ^.4 : ;■■■ " 6.4: \.

'"Secondary enrolment's ; 1;568..;.. ' 6O5 . . . 210. ]'. .378.

Ratio■{$) , ■:-■- 2«12 ' ■•:■..■ 0.66^ ,0.36 : 0653>;

Higher enrolments ■ ,^ , 217 . ■;.■.■'■; 24 ■■■'■ B ... 16 '

Ratio {%) 0.27 0.03$ 0.022 0.022

Survey of Economic Conditions in Africa, 1970. (part I, United Nations

publication, Sales No. E.71II.K,(9), pp. I64 and I65.
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Table 15 (continued); The relation of school enrolments to population by African

subregion. 1965-1969 (in thousands)
,' . - - ■ • - ■ i ■■ ■ ■ in i. i ■ ■ hi

™ — North West Central Easxem
■■>. ■-..-■■ . Africa Africa Africa Africa

1969

Population

Primary enrolments ,... .

"■■' "Ratio (%) ; ■

■Secondary enrolments

. Ratio ..(#)

..Higher-enrolments

• Ratio (%)

Source: Survey of

83f300

8,300

10.0

2;240

2.70

233

0.28

109,056

6f45O

5.9

740

0.68

- 30.

0*027

Economic Conditions in

4Of671

4r75O

11.7

370

0.99

18 ,

O.044

Africa. 1970,

78,169

5,650,

■ ,7#4
600

0.77

26

0.033

Part I

Nations publicationr ^Sales No. E.71.H»K.(9)r p. .I65.



/
Page 36

A number of conclusions can/be drawn tor analysing the results of attempts

made to fcring about the' economic-'-.and .social development- of-Africa :sin'oe-the time
when the African countries achieved independence in the 1960s*

(1) It would seem that in most African countries when planners evaluated
the factors governing the economy of xin.erdsvelopment, they were not, objective

enough in considering the impact of population on economic growth in", general,

and, probably because ihey lacked relevant'■ data, they failed to : study the way

in which population interacts with other factors related to development in

sufficient depths With a few rare exceptions, African development plans for the

periodV+960-1970 are similar intone respect; In the period immediately following
independence, economists in the r3cpective countries unhesitatingly adopted

highly, optimistic assumptions as the keystones of the development ..:plans they were

formulating It was assumed^ for instance, that the Gross Domestic Product would

grow, at r-n anrnal'rats of 6 percent even though traditional agricultural

structures 'still predominated' in.'almbct all the countries in ihe region*"" At the

same time it-was'£'elfc/thak^^^ easily "be controlled
dn the short i?eri!i so that within a relatively'Tarief perfod of time a country's

saving capacity could be raised high enough to give strong support to attempts

to induce the growth process in a second phass,, Today it is clear from the

results obtained that such assumptions must have been adopted without taking

account of the impact which demographic factors in particular were bound to

have on all the other factors affecting the continent's economic and social

growth in this stage in its development*.

This decade who therefore considered to be a period of disappointment both

by the governmental authorities in many African countries and by a large number

of experts who deal with the development problems of the region-

(2) There would seem bo be a number of lessons to be drawn from this
experience for future application,, Some of these are outlined below:

(a) The structural changes which need to be made within a developing
economy to create conditions favouring a sustained increase in production are

especially slow o come about. This is In part due tc various constraints, some

of which are imposed l»,y dtJinogra-paic pressure on such vital elements of the

economy as employmentr private consumption,, savings and investment and public

expenditures on health and education*

Except in the case cf a few countries like Nigeria, Algeria and Libyar

which have been able to exploit the vast resources in their subsoil to obtain

substantial finane:.al reserves fo::* development purposesf it cannot yet be said

that a real cumulative growth process has begun at the continental level in

such a way as to ensure that the future needs of the countries of the region can

be met in respect of investments and fixed capital in all areas of development.

(b) Moreover, the high level of government expenditures necessitated,
among other -thingsf by recurrent obligations in connexion with the many "social

investments" made in response to the population thrust is out of all proportion
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with the results achieved in such social sectors as health, education-and urban
development*.

"■;.: (c). Since at the; present titae the Ifcvel ;o,f domestic savings in Africa
as a whole; is.not high enough''-to' meet'the needs which arise, ..social.investments
are di-^ti-n-gaiehed by theTacf'thaffor the most part they derive from foreign
sources and must be repaid*

Thus, not only is the African economy beset by a certain amount of stagnation

in so far as production is ooncerned but it is showing a tendency to become

increasingly indebted to external aid sources even though the enormous volume of
resources borrowed from abroad is unable to produce the economic and social

impact expected of it0 The marginal co-efficient of capital reached in a number
of countries is rather significant in this regard (table 17).

An examination of the results obtained in one .development decade .seems-to

indicate that the: over-all growth pattern in Africa is marked by paradox. Foreign
aid has with increasing regularity come to; the rescue.,oOhfc economic apparatus
and has thus played a stabilizing rp.Ie :where the. economies of a number of
countries in the region are concerned*

©.nb dobut that the continuation: of.~th^s:-tr^nd, "by .the very'fac^t
that it may be considered to be objectively incompatlbie:"with the quest for full

sovereignty,, poses serious problems,in respect of the economic and social future
af;,.$hia: continent -in the years-■'between'now and th'e year'2'OOO."

Average annual growth rate of the gross domestic product in recent
-gears and growth..rate targets set in the ■national plans of selecied

. African countriiBS , ■ ■ ■ : , .,., ».,*.;;■. ■; ; ■ ■ . ;

Country . . -.-: ;'■ ,-A^nual jggcwtft, ,;rate of

...... In past Plan g

Kenya 3.4 5.3

Madagascar , 2.0 . 4f9

Morocco 3.7 3*7

Togo" ' 4.5 5<i6

Uganda ■ 3.2..' , - 6.3

Zambia 5.2 11.7
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Table 17: Crude investment rates and marginal coefficient... of capital in
selected African countries as indicated in initial national
development plans

Country .

'Chad'

Gabon

Ivory Coast

Kenya

Madagascar

MorGcco

Senegal .

Togo ' ;

Uganda

Zambia

Investment rate (as % of GDP)

Ixl past Plan taiget

f9
28

12

13

14

!3;
14

15
13

11

13

26

15
18

18

18

15
13

.15

24

Planned capital

coefficient

"'' < ■ 3,
2.

".■•■ ■ - -2.

3.

"■ :.4*
2,

■ 2."

5
0

5" ' ■ .
6

9 . . !
5 ■ " ' ' :
3 ■;■."

2.0

^ourcet of Economic Afr±GlL. iq7q (united Nations

)

jir Afr±GlL. iq7q (united

publication. Sales Nos. E.71.II.K.9 and E/724I.IC.5).

18: Broad trends shovm by a typical African economy at the middle of th
First Development Decade : ■ : - -.. "^~ • ". ■

Principal components

(in thousands ,pf millions of C?A francs)

.■ ■ -: ■■■. Growth recorded

1. Prpducjtion.■'by 'economic-"branchee''^- -"■■ ■'

Government services rendered1

Household services rendered

Services.rendered by finaneial-xnstitTitlonB ■

2. Gross domestic product ' ' " ■..'" ' .

Imports

3e Total resources

4<> Private end consumption

Publics consumption

Consumption by financial institutions-

Exports

Gross fixed capital formation

9« Total paid employment

10. Rate of investment (as % of GDP)

11. Foreign deficit (as % of GDp)

■1?59 , 1965
Index

(100 ~ 1959)

'63.3

5

6

7

8

0.3

oub '- O.T1

66.4

12.0

78.4

55.3

7.6

0.2

9.8

78.4

7.0

3.4

C3
o.i

73.3

15.2

■88.5

58.4

12.5

0.2

8.3

. ..9.1

88.5

10*0

8.8

162

100

100

111

127

118

105

165

100

85

174

118
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(c) Biyong Boniface- Effet de 1'aooroissement de la population sur la

oroissance e'oonomique;

(d) Farag and SI Sayeh, The Demographic and Economic Aspects of

Population Growth in the UARj

(e) Roushdi A. Henin, Population Growth and Economic Development, the

Sudan: A Case Study;

(f) Mahmoud Seklani, Incidences de la baisse de la natalite sur les

depenses de 1'education: le cas de la Tunisie;

(g) J. Boute, Population et developpement eoonomique et social en

Republique du Zaire;

(h) Y. Diakite. Essai dfetude d'un schema de croissanoe de l'economie

malienne (1965-2O0OJ, base sur differentes hypotheses devolution de la

population;

(i) Leon Tabah, Population et economie de l'Algerie;

(j) B.Kwaku Adadevoh, The Effect of Small and Large Numbers of Children

on the Welfare and Health of Individual Families - Nigeria;

(k) P. Cantrelle, Etude de cas: population et ressouroes dans une zone

rurale. du Senegal;

(l) ff-A. Hassouna, The Impact of Small and Large Numbers of Children on

the Health and Welfare of Individual "Families: A Micro Case-Study - Egypt;

(m) H. Bouterline Young, Summary of a Micro Case-Study: Tunisia;

(n) Man Thainar N'Doye, Cas du Senegal;

(o) F.T. Sai, Family Size in Relation to Family Health and Welfare, Micro

Case Study: Ghana.




