UNITED NATINNS
ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFVRICA

Joint ECA/UNTPA Industry Division

Progress "enort
(1 January to 3C June 1983)

1. (a) Project title : Chemical Industry Development Programme

(b) Project Number = ATFO0L/03

Z. Source of Fund : UWTFAD, General Fuynd

3. Total Cost @

{a) Amount Provided from UNTFAT (General Fund)
(1980) US$ 114,162.31 - =

(b) ECA contribution 26} man/months

4, Total exnenditure TINTFAD General Fund

As of 30 June 1%°3.
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5. Summary Tenort on Present Status of project imnlementation

Tollowine the oriority eiven to htas’c industries by the Pourth Conference
of African 'Hnisters of Industry in 1977, FCA oreanized a chemical wmission
to Tanzania, Zabon, Cameroon, M eeria, Upper Volta and ifgy~t to study the
chermical industry sector, from 20 May to © August 1773, These countries
covered hy the mission have laree natural resources like gas and oil, salt
nhosphates. The mission assessed the exictine situations, identified onnortuni -
ties for intesrates develonment and formulated sectoral policies, prosrammes
and targats for the development of chemical sector including fertilizers, basic
chemicals, pesticides, petrochemicals and nharmaceuticals. The report of
the mission was considered by a task force follawed by the first FCA/UNIDC
Expert Meeting on chemicals in “Tovember/Decemher 1¢77. The report on the
above identified nroject ideas provided the hasis for the chemical industry

develonment proprammes,

A consultant carried out missions to assist member States in the Fastern
and Southern ffrican subrecion in the collection of information and the
prenaration of country-napers on chemicals which were ﬁresented and discussed
at the Second Meeting of Interpovernmental Committee of Muperts on Chemicals
for Eastern and Southern Africa held in Lusaka, Zambia in Wovember 1982.
Similar papers on Vest African countries were presented to the meeting of the

Miamey MULPOC which was held in Cotonou, Fenin in ‘arch 1933,

To nromote co—oneration among themselves, memhar ftates in the Fastern and
Southern Africa undertool to identifiv chemicals nroduced in the suhregion
which have sukregional markets. Tt was also asreed that other member States
should envisare to particinate in the Tanzania ammouin and Fthionia notash
rrojects. The phosnhoric acid and rhosphate fertilizer pianté in Ueanda, the

United Renublic of Tanzania and Zimbabwe should be revitalized.

To nromote co—oneration in the llest African subregion, it was agreed
that member States lend support to the Senegalese and Tonolese phosphate
projects in respect of related equity narticipation, sunply and consumption®
and that ECA undertake a preliminary study on the »ossihility of an ammonia
vroject in the subregion, and that ECA with the supnort of UNIDO undertake a

general study on the utilisation of phosphate dennsitz in the Migzer Vallev.



G. Megults to date:

Collection of information by a consultant tc assist member States in the
nreparation of country papers on chemicals which were npresented at the second
meeting of Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on “hemicals for Dastern
and Southern Africa. Preparation of a preliminary study on the possibility
of an ammonia nroject in the "est African suhrecion ohich 7ill be nresented
at the second Intergovernmental Committee lleeting of “xmert on Chemicsl in
November 1983, Two subregional meetings were held, one Intergovernmental
Committee Meetine of FExperts on Chemicals for Tastern ~nd Southern subregion

and one 'WLPOC meetina for the Test African subresion.

7. Pesults still to be achieved:

Holdine of the Second Meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of

Txnerts on Chemical for Uest Africa.

8. Major obstacles to project imnlementation:

These include inadequate information for nreparation of studies: lcw
particination of member States in expert meetines: slow and poor cormunication
system, lack of resources. With repard to the last, unless funds are wade
available to orsanize meetings at least once a year, thersz is the danger that
the momentum cenerated so far mav be dissipated with the result that it will

nractically be impossible to revive the interest of the member States concerned.

2. Action rerquired:

Provision of adequate resources/includine fundins {or participants, and
less constraint on the number of activities to be undartaken and meetings

to he orszanized.

10. TImmediate exnected follow-up:

Prenaration of the Third ‘eeting Intergovernmental Cormittees,

11. Project budget: See Annex T,

Tstimate FCA contribution in man/months: Chief Industrial "narations
Section (7) Project Officer, Chemicals (5} SEAC (4) Secretariat assistance (104)

Total (25}).





