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Le  ATTEIMAICE AND CRGAHNIZATION (OF TIORK

1, he Fourth leeting of the Jeint Interzovernmental Regional Committee on
iuman Settlerents sad Environment was held at ECA, AdJis Absba from ¢ to

.
13 Fetruary-1987i

2. The meeting was attended by representative of the following member States
of the Economic Commission for Africa: Alceria, Potswana, Yurundi, Cameroon,
Chad, Congo, Cote d'Ivoire, Egypt, “quatorial Guinco, Ethiopia, Gobon, Chane,
Suinea, Kenyeo, Malawi, Umuritius, lloz'mbique, “igeria, Rwandz, Senegel, Sierra~
Leone, Tunisiz, Ugcnda, United Republic of Tznzania, Zaire, Zambie =nd

Zimb f,‘.bWCo

3. The following countries were represented at the meetin~ by observers:
Cuba, Trance, Loly See, fungary, Italy, Jamaica, Sweden, Switzerland, Union

Socialist Soviet Republic, Venezuela and Vietnam,

4, The following United l'ations Organs, organizztions and bodies were
represented at the meeting: Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), International
Latour COrganization (ILO), Internztional Telecamﬁunication Union (ITU),

United llations Centre for "uman Settlements (UNCRS) (Habitat), United Nations
Development Programme (UUDP), United Nations Fnvironment Programme (UNEP),

United ﬁétions Fducational, scientific and Cultural Crganization (UNESCO),
WMMFmdﬁQmmeWﬁhﬂmhﬁ%hhﬁmﬂudm(mmaMWwM

Meteorological Organiz tion (1110).

5. The following interpovermmental and non~governmental orcanizations attended
as observers: Africa Union of Architects (AUA), International Council for
Puildinz Research, Studies and NDocumentation (CIT) and United States Agency for
International Development (USAID).

Blection of officers

6.,. The following officers were elected to the bureau:

Chairman o : Yon. Fenri DUVAL, Minister of Housing,
Lands and ZEnvironment, Nauritius
First Vice-Chairman Fon. Guy HZCUBA-MDAIIA, lMinistre de

1'habitat et du logement, Gabon
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Second Vice-Chairman ilon. Dr. P,Y, NGUAINDU, Minister of Lands
and Urban Tevelopment, Tanzania
Third Vice-Chairman ir. El-Kady MENHAT, Second Secretary,
Eoyptian Tmbassy, Addils Ababa
Repporteur Yr. Emmanuel OFOPI-ANYINAM  Special
Assistant of the l'inister, Ghana
F.  AGENDA

Adoption of the Acenda and Otganization of Work

7. The Joint Committee adopted the following as contzined in document
L/ECA/IGRC/ES/TV/ET/IV/INF,l with emendment in the item 7 Envirommental
Hatters.
1. Orening of the meeting
2, Plection of officers
3. Adoption of the rzenda and organization of work
4, Plenary sescslon for rreseantation of workins documents on:
(&) Tuman Settlements matters:
(k) Environmental matters
5. Plenary session for the presentation of country reports on the
national state of human settlcements and on the enviromment
6. Vorliing group A on I'uman Settlements matters:
(a) TProgress Report on lluman Settlements Activities since last
Yeetine (F/FCA/iTI5/22);
{(b) Intesratins Muman Settlements Policins and Programmes into
National Socic-economic Develonment Planning: Framework and
itethcdologies (/ECA/HUS/24);
(¢) An Integrated Approach to the Fvaluation of Building Construction
Ueeds of the African Region (F/DCASHUS/28): '
(d) Troprammes for Tromotir~ Institutionalized Public Participation
Svstems in Human Settlements {(E/ZCA/IUS/25);
"{e) Programmes for Estalblishing or Strengthening Training Facilities
for Puman Settlements Personnel at all levels of Africa
(R/ECAJETTS /23) ;

(f) Tuman Settlements Tork Prosramme 1987-1€39




B/FCA/IGRC/ES/ENW/87/1V /L.

Pace 3

7. VWorling Group ” on Environmental Matters:

(a) Prorress Neport on 1976-1937 FZoviromment in Africa Programe
Activities since the last Meeting, including Consideration of
Enviromment in Africa Yorl Trogramme for 1238-193¢9 tiennium
(E/ECA/TIV/35) ;

(b) Progress Report on the Development of Envirommental Capaktilities
to Combat Desertification and the Impacts of Drought in the
African Region (E/ECA/FEV/31);

{e) Prevention of Encroachment on Arable Land in Africa (E/ECA/HiWV/
24/Rev.l}; ‘

(d) Developing Hational Fuvironmental Standards in Africa (E/RCA/ENV/17);

(e} Developrent of Enviromnental Training for Techniciéns on larine
Pollution, Coastal Nrosion and Depletion of lMarine Resources in
the EFZ (E/ECA/ENV/32);

(f) Cailro linisterial Conference and Progress Repotf on ECA Pesolution
578 {XXI) (E/ECA/ELV/33); '

(g) Report of ECA/IMC Inter-Asency Ixpert Consultations on Estéblishing
an African Centre of Ifeteorological Applications €or De&elo?ment
(ACMAD), Bujumbura, 3-10 Cctober 1986 (T/ECA/TIV/34);

(h) Study of the impacts on the marine and inland enviromment brought
about the Exploitation of llarine Resources, namely land, corals

-

an< trachyte,

Opening Addresses

8. In his opening stztement, Professor Adebayo Adedeji, the United ilations

Under—SecretaFy-General and Executive Secretary of the Pconomic Cammission for
Africa, highlighted the following. |

9. Hez noted that wher the Joint Intergovermmental Recional Comittee on Humarn
Settlements and Fnviromment met last 22-2%5 July 1935, the Africar continent

was going through one of the worst crisis of its history. e said of particular
concern was the droucht which ravaced t'e continent, with all its attendant
problems such 25 famine, malnutrition and homelessness. Ye noted that because
of the severity of the unprecedented drought was, it is encumbent upon all of us
to carefully ossess the experience and see vhzt lessons can be drarm from it.

He notad that the drought demonstrated very clearly the unpreparedness of many
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affected member States for dealing with such calamities even though they are
recurrent in some parts of the African Continernt. It hes revealed the fragility

of our or;anizational and plysical infrastructure he noted.

1C, ile observed that it is not surprisinc thrat the Assembly of Teads of
State and Covernments of the OAU emphasized in their Priority Programme for
Bconocmic Recovery (APPEL) the need fcr a scenario of developﬁeﬁt based on the
rural sector, vhen it is considered that 80 percent of the population of most
African countries do, ard will for sometime continue to, live ir rural areas.
Matural resources, rav materials and agricultural potential as yet unexploited
are to be found in abundance in rural Africa, It is obvious that development
should srring from svch ratursl endowments and porulation resocurces he

pointed out,

11, Me observed that four years ago,'the General Assembly-of the United
Mations designated 1937 as Interunational Year of Shelter for the Homeless, thisg
theme he said is very close to our hearts since we, in Africa, have to live
with the problem of shelter for the homeless daily, ¥Te exterded gratitude

to UIICHS (Tabitat) and the many donor countrles vlo vere implementiny shelter

projects to alleviate the plight of the homeless in developirg countries.

12. On the role of human settlerents in the development procesc, he observed

that problems exist because of the discontinuities between primary cilties,

towns and villages ag shovm by the pattern of scattered human settlements
characteristic of the African rural hinterland. #H=z therefcre surcested that

a2 deliberate prograrme aimed at promoting networks of rural townships should

be conceived to divert the flow of migrants to large cities and to reducc

the cost of'infrastructure for rﬁral transformation. To remove the snatial
imbalances therefore there is need for massive investment in social iInfrastructure
and services with a vier to reducing over dependence on industrialized

countries.

13, He stated the TCA secretariat is focusing its effort on giving Africans
the means to provide themselves with adequate shalter. Accordingly, we have
rrepared a recional project propossl on the development of Indirenous building
material industries in Africa for consideration by UNDP under its fourth
Repional Propramming Cycle. Tor some years, ECA has concentrated on various

aspects of the Luilding materials sector rvarticularly on imstitutional framework,
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promotin; research activities and senerally sensitizing member Covernments te
the needs for production of local building materials as a means of accelerating

housing prosramees for the poor and the needy, ke observed.

14, Ye pointed out that becausc of the severe physical damape caused by the
last prolonged drouzkt and its devastating impact on the social and econcmic
conditions of more tian two-thirds of the African countries, member States
were éompelled to adopt, (with the assistance of FCA and tle OAU), the African
Priority Progrémmé for Feonomic Recovery (APPER), 1986-1990, Envirphmental
components iu APTER and in the relsted United Mations Programne'of Actiaﬂ for
Africa'’s Yconcmic Recovery and Development, 19C6-1290 (UN—PAAE?D) are based on
the Regional Plan of Action to Combat tle Impacts of Dreupht in Africa which
resulted from the deliberations of the Scientific Round Table on the Climatic
Situation and Drought i~ Africa. The Priority "ropramme incorporates mediuvm-
to long-term measures to promote envirommentally-sound management of wvater,
energy and soil resources for the rehabilitation of agriculture, and to
promote self-sufficiency in food producticn in the continent. I hope that the
country reports prepared for this meeting will adequately reflect your
Governmeut's plans, policies and projrammes for combating desertification and
ttie dmpacts of droupght within the context of the African Triority Prograrme and

the UN Programme of Actien,

15. Another outcome of the Scientific Tound Table on the Climatic Situation
(and he noted that Drought in Africa), ves the recommendation in FCA resolution
528 (3 IX) and decicions talen in resolution 540(XX) of April 1935 to establisk
an advanced African Centre of lieteocrological Apu1icatioqs for nevelopment (ACHAD).
'M51nce the last renort on ACMA™ to you, TCA and MO, with strong inter-agency
support, have been looking irto the technical facilities availalbe and in use
at five potential host countries for the Centre, and have been implementing a
pre-aratory assistance phase of the project. In your capacity as advisers on
envirommental ﬂatters, you vill be examining the draft coastitution for the
Centre, the host country acreemcnt and technical criteria for determining the
location of the Centre, the proposed structure and {unctions of the Centre, and,

most crucial of all, the firancial arransements “or the runnins of the Centre,
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15, The Executive Diractor of UICH3 (iabitat) noted that the most significant
_trends affecting human settlements development in the last two decades vere the
‘rapid rate of urbanization and the rural decline ard lov productivity of
agriculture. These end other iscues relating to the nlanning, development

and management of human settlements should, he scid, constitute a vital part

of the agenda for African economic and social recovery.

17. Ee said that given the scale of the urban challenge end the limited public
financial and institutional resources, comnunity pafticigation and private
sector involvement should be encouraced in human settlecents development and
service delivery. "e called attention to the INICHS and DANIDA collaboration

in the field of public/communify:participation and training. He stzted that

45 vercent of Labitat's on-zolng projects are in the Africa Region and that

as at the beginning of 1937 UHCHD {Jabitat) was implementing 72 human
s=2ttlements projects in African countries end there were 57 other projects in

the pipeline.

13, ¥Ye called for an integrated approach to rezional planning and for the level
development . of secondary urban centres as toels for stimulating rural developunent,
On the question of building materizls and construction industry, he supzested

the removal of the constraints on it in order to stimulate economic development

on the continent. lle suggested several poliey shiits to achieve this objective
including ajproved use of local materials and labour, revision of building codes
and standards, removinglof 1nsti£utionél constraints on the private building
sector and promotion of the infbrmal sector, etc. 'le outlined writh Specific
‘examples, the wvay in which UICES (Labitat) has assisted African countpieé in some
of thesc tgsks and inforﬁed delepates that UIICHE (Zabitat) and HCA weré consulting
on the implgmentation of a regional project to assist Afriéan countries in the
develo#ment and production of indicenous buildirp materials to meet the

immediate needs of low-cost shelter and infrastructure construction. Ue took the
oprortunity to announce a Horksﬁop on the formulaticn of ctandards and specifi-
cations for local building materials which is scheduled to take place in Hairobd

from 16 to 20 ™Mareh 1877,

19. e reminded participants of the. International Year of Zhelter for the
Bomeless (IYSH) this year 1987 and that INCUS (labitat) is the Secretariat and

head Agency. T2 pointed out that in Africa, 45 countries have desiznated national
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focal points for co-ordimating their MMatignal IYEH programmes and that

120 rrojects have been desirnated as IYSE demonstration crojects in . ghese
countries., ile also outlined the role of UNCHS (labitat) in Human Settlgments
Training activities and in those of the Hational Liberation movements in

Africa, especially populaticns oppressed by apartheid.

20, 1In conclusion, he emphasized thpat in order to enhance the opportunities for
African economic and social recovery, it was extpemely Important that human
settlements pclicles znd strategies und physical planning should be integrated
into national develoiment plannin;, and that local small=scale construction
industries and increased iuvestments in human resources development should be

prmot ed.
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21. The renresentative of the Ixecutive birector UNEF expressed the fact
that the nature and causes of the African crisis have been discussed and
analysed at length in wany fora and few would disa_ree that what was now
mostly required was action rather than words effective problem solvin,
must be based on sound dia-nostic anproaches. idven as remedies wererbeing
applied the search For causes must continue wusing increasincsly refined

.and sophisticated tocls and anproaches.

22. He sald that UIEP as the world body char ed with the protection and care
of the «~lobal snvironment was Harticularly auxious that due attention

should be ~iven to the environmental dimensions of the African problem.
Undoub{edly, many external factors, such as world economic and political )
forces trade imbalances wnpredictable chanres in consumption habits as well
as the vagaries of climate and weather, had all been at play. However, the
factors which really stroke at the root of the problem were environmental in
nature and larpely internal in origin. Looking at the situation closely

and objectively UMNEP was of the view that Africa was moving towards environ-
mental bankruptcy. As a result of mismanagement, indifference and misguided
economic and social policies, Africa’s once rich natural resource base and
natural ecosystems had been over-taxed and over-exploited to the point where
valuable life-support systems that had been build up over many centuries, had

now been seriously damaped.

23. In large parts of Africa, the removal of natural vegetation cover by man
and livestock lead to rapid impoverishment of the soil. The last 100 years

had seen a 150 kilometer-wide belt on the southern edze of the Saharan zone turn
into non-productive desert. due to the destruction of the fertility of its

soil.

24, He pointed out that the first African MHinisterial Conference on the
environment held in Cairo in December 1385 under the sponsorship of UNEP
in collaboration with the OAU and the ECA focused on these problems: the

Conference adopted a Programme of Action aimed at wmobilizing the scientific
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and technical resources available in Africa to give support to the
sustainable development of natural resources and the protection of the
environment in all countries of the continent, with the basic priority
objective of achieving self-sufficiency in food and energy. On the local
involvement in the planning and execution of development programmes.

The abscence of participation by the local communities have caused such

activities fail.

25. He concluded that the underlying philosophy of the Cairo Programme of
Action was that African governments and African peoples must now take the
continent's development into their own hands. relying first and foremost on
their own material and human resources and directing their energies to goals

which they themselves had identified.

26, UNEP in cooperation with ECA and OAU is acting as the Secretariat for

the Conference to assist with the implementation of the Cairo Plan of Action
which would make a valuable contribution to APPER and to the United Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990

by the General Assembly earlier this year.

27. The Managing Director of Shelter-Afrique drew attention to the high urban
population growth rate in Africa and the demands this phenomenon makes on
housing and other human settlements aspects. He said this was the focus of
attention of his Organisations and that Shelter-Afrique was the answer

to the continent's housing problems. This, he said, meant that Shelter-
Afrique. with a current membership of 24 African countries, should have
capacities for enhancing the mobilization of domestic resources. providing
funds technical services and advice on low-cost construction as well as
exploring other avenues of favourable external financing for viable and
appropriate housing construction projects including those for the poor. He
lamented the low priority given to Human Settlements development in the African
Priority Programme for Economic Recovery. He assured participants that
Shelter~-Afrique possess the will and the determination to assist African
countries in their strive towards socio-economic development, particularly in

the shelter sector.
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28. He then called on African countries who are not yet members of
Shelter-Afrique, to assist in Shelter-Afrique's efforts by acceding to and
taking equity subscription in the Organisation. He hoped that by the time
of the next meeting of the Joint Inter-Governmental Regional Committee on
Human Settlements and Environment, that Sheltzr Afriques paid-up membership
would have included all member countries of the ECA or OQAU.

29. He outlined his organisations collaborative efforts with other organisa-
tions including UNCHS(Habitat) ADB3, ECA, UNDP, USAID and the World Bank.

He informed that Shelter-Afrique is working on a programme to set up new -
finance institutions and strengtheningz existing ones as a major means of
mobilizing domestic resources. A proposal has already been made to a. -
member rovernment to establish jointly with Shelter-Afrique and a private bank,

a housinz finance institution that will respond to this requirement.

Shelter Afrique is also focussing attention and supporting the promotion of

viable buildin- materials industry in Africa_ with a current study involving

six countries in the continent.

30. Concluding he reiterated the importance of Shelter in over all socio-
economic development and called on African countries to support and strengthen
their human settlements policies and programmes so that the shelter situation

in the continent could be improved for all segments of the population.

C. ACCOUNT OF PROCEDINGS

Opening Addresses

Plenary Session

Human Settlements

31. The ECA representative introduced document E/ECA/HUS/22 which gave an
overview of the main activities undertaken by the secretariat of the Commission

during the period Aupust 1985 to January 1987 with regard to the human settlements,
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These activities are:

(i)

(i1)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

study on mechanisms for integrating human settlements
programmes in the socio-economic development process.
study on the development of training facilities for human

settlements personnel

study on an inteprated approach to the evolution of needs

with respect to construction in Africa,

study on means of establishing programmes for institutionalizing

popular participation in housing for lew-income zroup .,

study on institutional mechanisms for the formulation and

implementation of human settlements policies in Africa,

activities for the promotion of research on building and

building materials had been undertaken .

Expert group meeting on human settlements and its inclusion

in socio-economic planning had been orsanized,

and a workshop and study tour on human settlements planning
was oreanized in co-operation with the USSR government ,
with experts from 24 African countries attending the workshop

and study tour.

32. In addition to substantive activities programmed for 1986-1987, the

secretariat has contributed to the work on the Internmational Year of Shelter

for the Homeless. Accordinsly, a paper has been prepared entitled "Con-

tribution of the ECA to the International Year of Shelter and the Homeless':.

This paper will be tabled for discussion at the Fourth Joint Meeting. The

revised document incorporating comments of the Joint Committee will be

presented to the Tenth Session of the Commission on Human Settlements scheduled

for April 1987 in Nairobi.
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33. In sursuance of the recommendations of the third meeting of the Joint
Intergovernmental Regional Committee, ECA has maintained contact with the
United Mations Centre for Human Settlements (UNCHS - HABITAT). A co-operation
agreement between the two organizations is being finalized and their respective

work programme will be harmonized.

34. ECA participated actively in the preparation and the deliberations of the
regional seminar on Squatter Settlements and Low-cost Housing which it
orcanized jointly with UNESCO_ the Experimental Centre for Research and Study
for Building and Public Works (CEBTP) in Paris and the Ministry of Urban
Development and Housing of Socialist Ethiornia from 18 to 21 November 1985

in Addis Ababa.

35. At the request of Environment and Development in the Third World (ENDA)
and the United Mations University (UNU), ECA participated in the organization
of a seminar on Food and Enersy for the Urban Deprived Population in Africa
from 9 to 13 Lecember 1985 in Addis Ababa.

36. At the invitation of the German Foundation for International Development
(DSE) and the Internmational Savings dank Institute (ISBI) of Geneva and the
German Savings Panks and Giro Association (DSGB), ECA participated in a

seminar organized in West [erlin, the Federal Republic of Germany, from 15

to 23 January 1986 to which 11 African countries had heen invited. The African
countries were mostly represented by Directors of National Banks. The main

topic of the seminar was on financing housing for low-income earners in Africa.

37. ECA also maintained contact with several organizations including FAO,
ILO and the International Union of Testing and Research Laboratories for

Materials and Structures (RILEM} in order to implement Joint activities.

38, The problems encountered in implementing activities are that the
contribution of human settlements to overall development is rarely appreciated
to its full extent. Hence the resources allocated to human settlements
programme are not commensurate with its pivotal role in the overall development
process. In view of the budpetary constraints under which the United Nations
system is operatinmg the operational budget of the Human Settlements has been
severely reduced. Consequently., staff members of the Section were unable to
render advisory services to member States and mobilize extrabudgetary resources

for the implementation of the human settlements propramme.
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Environment

39. Under the agenda item 4(bL), the FCA rerresentative presented the seven
working documents on enviromment:l matters at the plenary session. Ile started
with document E/ECA/EVV/35 on Progress Report on the 1936-1987 EZanvironment in
Africé Tork Programme activities since the third meetinz of the Joint Committee
in July‘1985, including consideration of the future wor® prosramme for the 1938-
1989 biennium., Ile stated that fhe Procress Beport was in three ﬁarts dealing
with first, the ﬁnplemantétion of reéolutibnsiarising from the recommendationg
made at the Third meeting”of the Joint Committee; secondly, a survey of the
environnmeuatal matters Laing; considered at this Fourth meesting, and thirdly a

brief omn future worl: programme activities for the next biennium,

40, As a result of the discussion of the report of the Third Meoting of the
Joint Committee (document EFECA/T,12/%) at the Twelft™ ECL Conference of
tiinisters meeting in Yaourde,; Cameroon in April 19356, two ECA resolutions vere
adaopted, namely 585(KXI) on the "Establistment of an African Centre of
ifeteorological Applications for Develoyment (ACHAD)" and 57C(XXI) on "Development
of environmental capabilities ix Africa". this lotter resolution (573) is in three
parts reflecting the envi;oﬁmental torics discussad at the Third meeting, namely
Part I: DNevelopment of national environmental sztandards for tﬁe'protecgion of
the African environment, as an FCA joint activity with the African Regibgél
Organizat;on for Standardization (ARSO);: “art II: Implementaﬁion'of cenventions
. and protocols on tlie environment, as another ZCA joint actiﬁit§ with the OAU

anﬂ Fart III: on Irstituticnalization of the African 'inisterial Conference

on the Fnwviromment (AIZCEDT) .,

41, The ECA representative then pointed out that the agen’a as adopted for this
Fourth meeting will continue to deal with both the ACMAD topic on the establish-
ment of the Centre (sce document T/FCA/EMV/34) and on the African Ministerial
Conference on the Environnent {(AICEN) activities in document R/ECA/EUV/33., Also
a technical publication (E/RCA/TIV/17) (for information only) has been produced

on'"Developing Nationsl “nvirommental Standards in Africa” to provide gsuidelines

to menber States involved in developing physical envirommental standesrds as well
as social standards as codes of conduct to halt environmental degradation throug::

deforestation and soil erosiomn, drought and desertification; human waste disposal
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and industrial pollution, ¥e¢ further pointed out that besides the recurrent

arnd severe problems cf the imracts of drcught and coubating desertifiéétion

in Africa, tvo new areas of environmental concern were: one on the "rrevention
of encroachment on aravle la.ds in Africa" ae indicated ir document E/FCA/FANV/
24/Pev.l, nd the other on "Development of envirommental training for techniciars
oa marine jpollution, coastal erosicn and deplotion of marine resaurces in the

exclusive economic zone (EEZ}" (see Jocument E/ECA/TIV/32).

42. The ECA representative said that in the area of envirommental training,

ECA has bLeen involved in joint project activitiss with UNE? on the "Incorporation
of environmental components into the training -~rogrimmes of eleven HCA-.
sponsored subrecional and regional institutions" under the project FP/3102~
B4-02(2367), This progress revort ir’fcates that ECA has undertaken two
preliminary joint zctivities, namely: an FCA/UUEP/ADE Trainers workshop at the
African Developnent Penli, Abidjan, Cote d'Iveire in lovember 1985 and a similar

ECA/UUEP/ESAMI workshop at UNEP, .lairobi in Pecember 1836, The two workshops

brousht lecturers together for ten days eack to develop an Interdisciplinary

Fnvironmental Core Curriculum for:

(1) envirommentzl manajemert and Jdevelopment;
(i%)grgnvironmental agsessment snd standardization;
(iié) 'érought end desertification control;
A_(iv)i_ghvironmental health and sanitation; and
(v) environmeatal aspects of populztior trende and resocurces use.
The core curriculum will be published shotly by UIIP for use by the ECA-sponsored
inétitutions yhich train upto 2 50C govermment plarners, business managers,
techniclans, adainistrators, Lenlkere anl so on, every year, TFinally the
progress report calls for comments from the erperts of the Joint Committee on
the proposed Pnviromment in Africa vork prosramme for 1900-1999 as submitted”

in the document E/ECA/EIV/34,

43. The T7CA rerresentative pointed out that the document Z/TCA/ENV/31 on the

Development of Envircommental Carabilities to Combat Desertification and the

Inracts of Drought in Africa under acenda item 7(b), was the central theme of

the enviromnertal activities t be Aiscussed at this Joint Committee mecting.
The impacts of droucht and the process cf desertification which have apgravated

the econony of about two-thirds of the African countries frr the last two decales,
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are contributing factors to the current African economic and social crisis.
Hence, they‘form the focal points for the environmenial zspects of the African
Priority Prosramme for Fconomic Necovery{(APPT") awnd its related United llations
Prosrame of Action (UNPALERD). The envircnnental issues examined in tie other
documents bein; presented here, such as the Impacts of urban encroachment and
501l fdegradation on arable land uvs=, the role of tlie African Centre of
leteorological Applications for Develorment (ACHAD), the need for promoting
manpover develorment in envir-mmental traiuins, and the activities involved

in the Cairo Programme of the African ''inisterial Conference on the “nviromment
(AICEY), are all surporting efforts tovards combatins the impeacts of draught

and desertification within t!'e context of tle APPIR.

44, The LECA representative emphasized that the subrepional approach on the
developuent of envircrmen al capabilities to combet dasertification and the
impacts of drought ir the vegion, has Leen alopted. latioral activities of
selected countries and of subresionzl interpovermmental or~anizations such as
SADCC, CILSS and ICADD, within each of the TIUL?QCs (lultinational Proprammin;
and Operationa’ Centres) fnvolved bazed at Tanpier, Tiamey an? Iugal:a, have been
examined., Also tie efforts of the United Matiens (UNEP, UNSD, FAD, W0, UNRESCC)
and the Orcanization of African Unity liave been summarized, includinn the
future plans- of ECA in combatine desertification and the impacts of drought.,

He then appealed tc the experts to updatz or to submit a sumery of their
country activities in this ares vis-a-vis the impleamentation of the APPFR and

the United Hations Prograsme of Action.

45, On agenda item 7(c), Prevention of neroacment cn Arable Lande in Africa,

the ICA representative pointed out that document E/RCA/TMV/24/%ev,]l was the

result of inter-ajency consultations on the problem with JHET, UDESCO and FLC,

as well as from discussions with African experts on the subject for treir

country experiences durinz on EQZEEE_Expert Group meeting in September 1985,

lie said that the load use situation in Africa has been examined un'er azricultural
practices that maintain the ecclorgical balance for promoting soil regeneration

as against those farmine- sractices t*at lead to soil depradation in soil erosion
and its loss from arable land, Another aspect of the problem examined in the
report was the actual encrocchment on arable lands situated around cities, towns

and villares, by the rapid processes of urbanization an?! rural-urban population
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migration. Urbenization in tie construction of dwellings, transrortation and
camunications infrastructure, inlustrial develorment activities, aifports,
recreation and tourist facilities, has ‘eenr a sericus comstrzint on arable
land zvailability and use in Africa as population rrowth rate and that of

main cities and towns escalate above world averages.

46. The ECA representative pointed out to the Joint Coumittee that the probies
wi3 most serious in small African countries with high nopulation demnsity
(Burundi, Rwandz, the Indian Ocean Islands) as well as in drought-.rone African
countries with over 70 percent aridlands, such as the North African countriee,
Mauritania, ilali, iliger, Chad and the Judan around t*~ Gahara Tesert, Somalia
in the Chalbl Desert and Botswena In the Halabari Desert zreas. lle stated

that the rerort also reviews the om--oiny activities of tte nain United

lfations bodies icvestigating tlie problem., He concluled by ur:ing member
States to examine the problem as indicated Dy the cuuntry reports from Mireria,
the Sudan and Cote d'Ivoire i the rerort and to make recormendations on land
use nlanning, national soils end land use policies, and or the conservation of

natural resources for soils znd water manncement.

47. The FCA representative then presented document E/ECA/EM/32 under

agenda item 7(e): Development of Znwvironmental Trainin~ for Tecknicians on

"r *

larine "ollution, Coastal Erosion and Depletion of farine Nesources in the

Txclugive Deconomic Zone (T3Z). e said that ECA co-operates mainlu with UNEP

and IMCQ, UITESCC to implement United Yations Prostrammes to assist African
countries in the protection of their marine enviromment, These are:
(i) the UNE? Rericnal Seas and Coastal Areas Programmes, four of which
namely: tlhe lediterranean, the Zed Sea and Gulf, the West and
Central African, and the East ffrican, cover the African continent;
(ii) thte UUESCO/ECA co-operation on the develorment of marine science
and technolory in Africa:; and

(iii) the FCA rrojects relatins to the Convention on the Law of the Cea.

Ze noted that within this context, the TCA paper isc stressiny the need for
middle~level techriciang nanpowver trainin: to monitor varicus “inds of marine
rollution thet can destroy or reduce the potentizl marine resources such s

shell-fish and fist stock in the WEZ, which should be rationally exploited

for economic development.
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48, The ECA representative also pointed out that the Jocument examines the three
probleams relating to the development and protection of the African marine environ-
ment, namely: marine pollution; coastal erosion; and depletion of living
resources. He said that emﬁhasis vac put on the sources of marine pollutants
namely from sewape discharge, domestic, industrial and ag:icultural chemicals
vaste discharges through river run-offz, mining activities, oil and dangerous
chemical pollution from stips at sea and radio-active nuclear discharges. He
noted that coastsl erosion was causin; untold damage to seaside tovms and
villages alongz the Uest African and Tast African coasts as development activities
in the construction of jetties and quays and in beac™ sand harvestingsélten-the
wave patterns. He concluded by requesting the exjerts to examine the problems

of training marine techriciaie in Africa, and the need for developing natiomal
environmental pollution control policizs, The exrerts were requested to update
the information on marine institutions listed country by covntry in the annex

to the report.

49, Under agenda item 7(f) on the Implementation of WCA resolution 578 (X¥I)

on the Cairo Progpramme of Action of the African !linisterial Conference on the

Zavironnent (AMCEH), the ECA representative sa’d that the progress report in

document E/TCA/TIV/33 brought to tlhe attention of the meeting the activities
of the joint secretariat of te Conference, consistinz of UIEP, ECA and the
CAU. Since ECA has endorsed the institutionalization of the AMCEN Confereuce
to meet every vear, the naper reports on ECA's activities at the First Inter-
Angencéy "orling Croup meeting ir July 1935 and at the Conference Secretariat
to implement the Cairo Propramme of Action. TFurthermore, he said that the
paper hrings to the attention of the meeting the deliberations of the First
Bureau meeting of the AICE Conference held in GOcteober 1986 at which it was
reported that the Zour Conference Committees on deserts and aridlands, on
forests and woodlands, on rivers ond lale basins snd on seas respectively,
wvare holding their first meetinzs to preypare drzft terms of reference on their
structure, vor’ rro-ramne and financizl requirements. Also, five of the eight
technical co-operation networlks were being established with the regional
co-ordinating units (RCUs) located at selected Africar host countries namely

the DCU for soils and fertilizers at the Soil Research Institute of the Council

for Scientific and Industrial Pesearch, umasi, Slana; the RCU for enerpgy at
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the Centre for the Study and Research on Renewable Sources of Fnerpv in Dakar,
Senegal; and the RCU for water at the "ater Resources Institute, Cairo, Egypt.
The RCU for envirommental monitoring was located at the Global Havironmental
i‘onitoring (GEMs) Unit at UNEP, Hairobi while that on climatology was temporarily
located at ti.e ¥WMO Regional Cffice fer Africa in Pujumbura, Turundi until tle
ACI'AD Ceritre was located in a host country. Ie concluded by requesting the
experts to male recommendations on the modalities for this Joint Committee to
serve as an advisory group of African experts to the African linisterial

Conference on the Znviromment wvhose le;jal status was being studied.

50. On agenda item 7(g): Rerort of the ECA/'MO Inter-Arency Consultations

on establishing an African Centre of lieteorolosical Applications for Nevelopment

(ACAD), as document E/ECA/I'W/34, the TCA representative stated tlat the

expert group meeting was held in response to ECA resolution 535(XXI) to prepare
aidréft constitution for the Centre ACHAD, which is attached as on annex to

the Report. In addition to the draft comstitution, the exrert group deliberated
on related matters such 2s the host country agreement; revised criteria for the
location of the Centre and the financinpg of the Centre by member States and

donors.,

51. Turthermcre, the FCA rerresentative rointed out that since the seme ECA
resolution requested a report on the implementation of the preparaﬁory assistance
phase on the project or. ACHAD which was funded by UHDT this year as TAF/86/02¢,
twe W0 consultants present at the expert sroup meetiny provided technical
details for a fullscale ;rcject on ACIIAD. Hence, the Report deals with more
focussed objectives of tte Centre tied up to the gain functional areas proposed
for ACMAD, namely:

(i) Arplications levelopment;

{ii) 1leteorological/climatelogical vatch gperations;

(ii1} ‘umerical analysis and prediction devzalopmant; and

{iv} Informatics and setellite meteorolozy technelosy suprort.
The 10 consultante have alse provided details on the orcanizational structure,
the work programme, tre ctaff requirements for rrofecssionals and technicians,
and the materials, equipment and financial requirements for running the ACI’AD
Centre during its first five year development phese. @e concluded by requesting
the Joint Committee to study the details invelved in the implementetion of the
resolution 385(N1) on the establisimernt of the Centre ACMAD and to make tangible
recommendations to the thirteenth meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers in

April 1987,
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Country reports

2. On human setﬁ1eménts davelaonment in Ghana, the Zcleaate of Fhana stated
that hausing problem was one of the coustry's developmental crisis, with an
accumulated current housinc deficit of 256,000 units. Chana requires an
averace annual output of 133,003 uinits to give shelter to the hormeless within
the next 20 years. The deficit was attributed te past Government pelicy of
trying to tackle the shelter rroblen by direct construction of housing with
public funds. which is too limited to make a dent on the nroblam.

53. He noted that the private sector accounts for over £ per cent of all
housing outrut. Recoanizira this, the present Fovernment has initiated shifis in
policy aimed at encouragine more private sector involveoiment such as encouraginc
sites and services scheres insteac of building complete houses for ine poor,
encouracement of the informal sector, modification of codes anc renulations,
deveTépment and use of local buil.ing materials and other institutional reforms.
Chana has planned an anrual houvsing unit nroduction of between 20,007 and 40,000
units between 19277 and 2070, The total ouvtput of 115,000 over this neriod is
excected to be made up of 2 per cent public sector contribution and 98 per cent
private sector contribution.

58, Other policy shifts to encourage shelter production is the decentralization of
the former £2 -listricis into 130 districts. & liberalized ilational Investment
Cocde, reform of inheritance and marriace laws and enactment of rent control leouws.

55. The fovermment has embarkéd unon a number of urban develonmert projects

to encourane the upgrading of slum settlements. One of such projects is the Pima-
haamobi infrastructural upgradine preject. This prodect is alse bheing usad as

an I1YSH demonstration project. FRurnt and Jaterile brick rnrojects have also benn

set up to reduce the depsndence on cement. A model village is beinc built with burnt
and laterite bricks procuced on the nproject site. He concluded by statinc that

his government would welcome any assistance from the internaticonal community in

its attempt tc improve shattar and neichbourhood conditions Tor the poor by the

vear 2000,

5€. On environmental management, the participant from Chana pointed out that the
main environmental probloms facing his country were coastal srosion, waste dispesal,
air and water rollution, neneral land degracation, bushfire, desertification 2s
well as water-borne and water-related discases. It rasponse to these problems.

he informed the meeting that his sovernment. throunh its Ervironmental Protection
Council (EPC) is carrying out a number of eavironrental protection activities.
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Tirese ircluce arine and Coastal nrotection under th: framework of the convention

for the procection and development of the Marine Environment and toastal Areas

of Yest and Central Africs Rocion (FACAF 2 and 3). In the area of land decracation,
he added that his government was making all efforts to alleviate the serjes of
problems related to lanu dearsdation and kas receives some assistance from
internacional orcanizations 1ike U'ESCN through the Nan and Ziosphere (MAR) procraro,
UBEP and YUSL as well as bilateral agencies like the Tarish International

Develonment Acency (DAINITDA). These areas include studies on the effects of huyman
imparts on the Savanna ecosystems of the country, bushfire drousht and desertificatinm_
control, environmental ecucation proarammes including rural consultation and air
quality and plluticn control proarammes.

L7. Yithin the context of planned rrogramme activities his covermment would need
external assistance tc backup naticna® efferts in the areas of drought and
desertification control within the framework of (NSO activities, the development
of an Envircnmental Information and Pesources Centre, rural outreach programmes
and a Pilot Push Firc Control Project.

58. He concluded by expressing the hope of his aovernment that countries
nejohbouring Ghana. Purkina Fase, Céte ¢'lvoire and Toce weuld develop joint
proorammes in these. priority areas of environmental conservation.
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Zambia
59, The Loader of the Zarbhisn Jolesation. the vinistor of State for

Jecontralization statod that Zanhia's human setilemaris probloms are arave with
an anpual growth rate of 3.1 por cont n.a, IR is cxnectad that Lor oopulation
i1l roach the 12 nillien rark Ly the yoar 2000, This w111 depapd an addition
of 1.5 millicon housine units te the axistins housing stock.

60. On the Intornational Yerr of Sholter for the Fomeless, sho informed the
committee that Zambia had desirmated a focal poirt for the pro~ramme and had set ur

2 Mational Stecrira Committos o co-ordinate the activities of the voar (IYSH) at
national, rrovincial and district lovels. The fovernrment of Zambia has also
identificd scveral major IYSH prejccis bheira imploment~d fhrouch both Hational

and Bilater~l efforts with denor anorgizs and other Tricndly sovernments.  Sore

of those projects nclude (1) the Lusaka Squatter incra Cinn and Site and Service
Housinn Projoct 10 collaboration with the “or]ﬂ cenk, (11) the ¥2limnalinea

Intecrated Uparadine Proiect with the Fedoral Benublic of Fermany throuch the

ferman Acency for Technical fssistance {4To), (ii1) site and sorvice schomes in
varicus rural centres, all suprortad by the Zuropear Dovelorment Fund (FTF).
Extensions ¢f h1s schere te 12 othor towns bave boon rlanncd.  Thosa projects invelv:
several thousands of serviced riots ard howsing units. o

6l. The Zambian Tovernmort is co-orarating ip the Hamanna ﬂovnnSLrat1op Proaert
with URCHS (HARITAT) undor the aeais of tho IVSU prearamme. as well as DU!IDA/NECHS
in 2 Trainina Prograrmce for Community Particinat1oﬂ in the Improvumﬁnt of Humen
Settlemonts. Othor co-cPerative prdjocts_inciude the FIIEIIDE acsistﬂ? Rescarch
Prograrme on Luilt-up Envjronment, anst a Tow-cost smnitation - onerat1ﬂn project.
The ifinister referred particinants to the rosolutions adantec bv the 1995 Comvention
of Zambia's Ru]inﬁ‘Party on Housinn which callad for a simpl1f1ed hous1ng lanc
delivery 9rntess; meaification of housing standards to reflect income levels of
citizens and the need for improved credit facilities to cater for the low-income
 people. '

. 620 Sne announced that a Jatiopal IVSE Yiorkshon on Sheltor Stratecies and

Proararmes was scl 2dulcd for carly this vear (1927) and that this would mark

tha official culminatior of IYSH activitics. and Zarbkia's commitment to the objectives
of the prorramme for effoctive implementation by her owr efforts and tho assistance
of friendly countries. 1o conclusior, the Hon. 'inister appealed for assistarce
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in establishine a MATIOUAL HOUSING RAY in Zambia which would chiaree Tow interest
rates to low income borrowars,

63. The deleasic from: Zarbia informod the meetine that since the Tast meeting

of the cormittee. a national conservation strateny for Zarbiz had been prerared
with the help of the International Unick for tha COHS@FV’tiOﬂ of Mature and
Hatural Hesources (IUCH). The document was approved and adonted by the Fovernmert
in July 1983, She acded that the strategy was & comprobensive approach to
combatina envirdnmental problems that offect Zambia's deovelamment such as .
defforestation, drought soil erosion. rollution apd noachine. It stressed ways

of makinec better use of 7ambia's natural resources. It outlined conservetion
activities which must beain in many sectors namely: : Aariculture, Ferestry, lirban
development, Mildlife, Tourism, trerav, Finina. Irdustry and l'ater use and i%
dgefines some basic measurss neeced in order to achicve consarvation.

g4, With respect to i t1nﬂa1 Consarvation Committee, sie 0ut11ncc soma activitics
being carricd out with the sunpert of a socretardiet set wp in the "inistry of
Lands and datural Resources, as foiious:

(a) Afforestation: Where in spite of the existing reoulations. defforestation,

dug to charceal production and shiftine cultivation was a major anvironmertal
problem. FHowoever, in addition to tho current afforestation procramma under which
52,007 ha. of olantation had bezn nlanted, the cormittes had initiated a trec
planting nroicct to supplv fual weod te major urban ars asa and it planned to
introduce inproved fuel-eff icient ch"r¢0a1 stovas soon.

(b) orounht, overgrazing and seil ernsion: Acain, in spita of the generaliy

sub-humid climatc, Zambia has cxperienced drousht since 1028, especially in the
southern helf of the country which had Loon badly affectec by the rrolenaoed drouaht.
As a result, cron nroduction had in some areas rroppnd by about 5 per cent with
chrenic water shertaans in piaces, and worsening of overerazing and soil erosicn
problems duc to lack of s0il conscrvation {n the dry lands. To combat tiese
envirormental rroblems ., a numbzr of doms has been constructed in the areas badly
affected hy drounht since 1927 and the aticnal Conservation Cormitice has carried
out research on soil corservation measurss which cnabled Zarbia to nraduce a draft
soil conscrvation stratcay, thanks to the support of the IVCH.
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GABON

65. The redresentative of Gabon said that the fourth meeting of the Joint

Intergovernmental Regional Committee on iluman Settlements and the Environment

was of particular importance.

66. It coincided with the celebraticn of the International Year of'ﬂousing
for the Homeless and the forthcoming meeting of the second Conference of
African Ministers of the Invironment. Those facts indicated that African
Governments were becomin© increasingly aware that African solutions based on

African experience and eiforts should be used to solve Africa’s probiems.

67. Indeed, the inbalance in the distribution of people in the rural areas,

. . _in : - . .
the deterloratlonjhuman settlements standards and the overcrowding of towns
went hand-in-hand with a deterioration in the environment which was a

congtant concern of ;overnments.

68, The fourth meeting of the Joint Intergovernmental Re~ional Committee on
Human Settlements and Invironment offered the best opportunity for African
governments. not only to pool their knowladge but also to share their.
_experiences and vo recommend concerted efforts for the implementation of

. joint national and regional programmes.

6g. The attention accorded by his country to the development of towns and to
the housing situation had led to the draftine of a national hcusing plan which

was a basic policy instrument.

70. The acute shortage of developed land and housing Lad led . in alwost all
the towns. to a very striking contrast between well-developed and equined city
“centres and suburbs where rural folk settled without any reference whatsover
to development nlans or reristers. In view of that =situation the Gabonese
Government had been obliged to carry out a number of activities. Thus, the
Natiopal Institute of Cartography had provided most of the main towns with
useable maps and urbanization studies had been undertaken in a number of touns
and land had been develoned in order to restructure the insanitary areas and

control the land situation.



E/ECA/IGRC/HS/ENV/87/IV/L
Page 24

7i. The national self-construction policy was addressed to the poorest
families, i.e., those whose monthly income was between 40,00C and 120,600

CFA francs.

72. The national self-construction poliecy had two objectives. The first
comprised requesting community warticination in order to have ar impact on a
greater number of needy people- it provided support for 1he efforts and
investments made by the poorest people by supplying them with developed plots.
cheap building materials technical assistance and giving them access to

¢redits commensurate with their construction costs and financial standing.

73. The second objective consisted of building on for the very poor

the hasic structures and leaving them to bear the rest of the building costs.

74. The Nabonese Covernment was trying to implement a :wultiannual social
housing policy with financines channels adopted to that specific problem

which would supplement the financing »f the national housing fund(F.¥.H).

75. 8till with the aim of reducing building costs even further, research
focusing particularly on the utilization of local materials had been undertaken
in 1385 and had led, in 1986, tc the murchase by the linistry of Housing and
urbanism of a machine for manufacturing blocks or raw earth mixed with a small
percentage of cement. It had 2 production capacity of between 2,000 to 3 000
bricks a day and could be moved from one zite to the other. It would make

it possible to save azbout 17 per cent on the overall costs of housing units.

76. With respect tc environment, a sketch of a national plan of action on the
environment was under study and should produce a series of specific objectives
and areas of intervention for government action on the environment, specify the

various areas of intervention as well as the main resources required.

77. Several major on-;oing industrial and agricultural projects had required
the services of the department of the environment and wildlife nrotection.
Thus, the Centre national anti-pollution which had & logistiecs unit, had
carried out several impact studies mainly on breweries and certain public works

and buildings.
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7g. A vast project to provide Cabon with a national pollution map had
been undertaken in 1984, The project which comprised two programmes of

activities, was aimed particularly at:

(a) Carrying out an inventory of polluted areas in Gabon - carrying
out a field inspection of tlhe main industrial areas of the country

to locate the polluted areas,

(b) Assessing the extent of pollution by using laboratory equipment to

measure the pollution of the areas identified.

79. .The two activities would be used to establish a national pollution map

which would demarcate the sensitive areas of the country.

80. Despite the adoption of a series of texts, particularly the law on
industrial pollution control which made it mandatory to carry out an
environmental impact study before any project could be set up, and the

law on the elimination of solid wastes and the reduction of public pollution
Gabon still did not have a coherent body of law and regulations well suited

to the protection of the environment and living conditions. Thus, ardfaft law
on the. .environment reflecting local conditions was being preparéd witi UNEP

assistance.
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81. The representative from llalawi said that his country being a small,
hilly and over populated country had a land use problem. The size of
Malawi was 118.484 Km2 and her population was 6.7 million with a density
of 55.92 per sz. The population was basically rural and engaged in
crop~-production. There was an apparent conflict between agriculture and
environmental protection. In certain parts of the country, the main
problem beiny experienced was land degradation caused by soil erosion
resulting from severe land pressure. There was very little land for

the increasing human and livestock populations since most areas were steep,
and others non-arable. The hish soil erosion rates in these areas were
causing damage to roads and bridres along the lake shors and valley areas.
Crop vields in the affected areas were fallin; too and thé people in

these areas who depended mainly on agriculture were likely to suffer con-
siderably if this trend is not reversed, Cultivation of the marginal areas
which could not support crops satisfactorily for more than two years
without soil censervation measures was becoming prevalent. Therefore, there
was urgent need to rehabilitate and improve such areas by intensifying

conservation activities.

g2, He continued that the other apparent probleﬁ is that between crop-production
or agriculture and wild~life development. This was puﬁely a land use problem.
As land became intensively farmed or urbanised, wild-life became increasingly
exposed to the "edge-effect’. The agricultural land adjacent to protected

areas became a tension zone as the two forms of land use interacted, leading

to crop damage., human deaths and poaching. The government had, therefore

resolved in establishing three ecological principles of special relevance:

(1) The need to keep a range of resources use option available to
future penerations;

(2) A nolicy of more intensive a-ricultural and pastoral development
of lands proven productivity in order to give a better return
than attermts to develop marrinal areas, and

(3) The realisation of the fact that the conservation of species

and natural commuties is a logical step in development.
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g3, Although ¥alawi was not actually threatened by desertification, he
said. deforestation which as & step towards desertification, was rampant.
This process of deforestation nad dire consequences on the social and
economic well-beinec of the human nopulation. It vas bringing about
environmental degradation and decline in agricultural productivity,
-destiiction of natural riches for wild-life and fish habitats, destruction
ofxphysical infrastructure like voads, hydro-electric and water pump
installations through floods and the prchés of siltation. The most
noticeable of these effects was thé'gfbﬂiné;&ispaf{ty'bétween fuel wood
supplies that peonle require to perform their day-to-day domestic as well
as ihdﬁstfial tasks. Through the assistance of the World Bank and the
tofal cooperétion of the masses, a well manaced and nopular Yational Tree
Planting Programme might in the foreseeable future eradict this environ-
mental éviib ca’ll_ed‘:’Deforestation”2 and thereby totally restore Maléwi's

green environment.

gy, The National Committee for the Lnvironment. under the administrative
control of the Ministry of Forestry and Natural Rescurces, be concluded.
was an extra-’inisterial orran of government which advises government
on environmental -policy, and also advises both the public and private

sector on the environmental consequences of any development project.
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CAMEROON

85. The delegate of Camercon reported that the creation of the lMinistry
of Town Planning and Housing in 1979 saw the full launching of a National
Housing Policy. He stated that the Government in addition to this create
a number of relevant orqanizations to carry out specific functions in the

field of human settlements. These included:

1. The Urban and _‘ural Land Development and Equipment Authority(MA£TUR)

tc plan and implement land planning and development asctivities and the .
promotion of housing in the country. '

2. Industrial Zones Development Authority (MAZI) which develops and

manages industrial property.

3. The HWational Housing Cornoration (SIC) to construct, buy and manage

buildings for rent or for sale. As of 1386, it had constructed 6,000
housing units.

4. The Camercon MNational Housing-Fund (CNC} for financingz individual and

national housing projects. This agency has been very instrumental in
the development of the housing sector. It Bas financed 70 per cent

of the total work carried out by SIC and MAETUR. This agency is
financed by contributions form: Cameroon Government 70 per cent (1 per
cent taxed contribution of workers)  National Social Insurance Fund

20 per cent:. Postal Savings Fund 5 per cent; National Reinsurance Fund

5 per cent.

g6, Yhile the Ministry develops the policies, these Parastatals serve as
channels for their implementatiocn. Their furctions are highly specialized in
residential, commercial and industrial land development, finance and social
housing programmes.

87. It was also reported that Municipal Councils especially Yaounde, the
capital, undertake renovation, rehabilitation and sites and services schemes
aimed at improving the spontaneous unplanned development of towns. Government
efforts alsc involve the training of professional staff and the development and
promotion of the use of local materials, physical planning and facilitation of
land access processes,

g8, The delevate drew attention to the recent Lake Nyos gas disaster in the
country which claimed over 1746 lives and displaced close to 5000 people. An
International Conference has been planned for April 1937 to geek the causes of
this disaster. Meanwhile, Government has embarked on a resettlement schemes
for the displaced. This scheme aims at providing permanent homes with modern
public facilities and services for the displaced, while maintaining the traditional

and social identity of the people. It is envisaged to construct 750 compounds

for the displaced populatien.
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Tanzania

go. The delegation of Tanzania tolc the cormittec her experiences in auestions
of human settlements an< environmert,

90. Regarding intersectoral intearation, Tanzamia is in the process of

formulatino a ilational Jrban Jevaloprent Policy which will cuide the development of
human settlements. A Tatignal Land Use Cormissiorn has been ostablished to co-
ordinate land-use in a oid to ninimize land use aonflicis.

g1. Tanzania is in full support of the objoctives of the International Year of
Shelter for the Homeless {IYSH). [Lffcris ars heinqadirﬁcteﬁ at expanding the
pational sites and services and saquavier uporadinn proarammes. The Buildina
Research Institute is beinn strengthened to enhance the dissemination of research
findin~s. PRuilding renulatiors have been reviewed to oncouraac the low income
earners to builld affordabie housing units, and expand the trainins of personnel
required in the field of human setilement developrent. iatienal housing finmancial
operations is being reviewod to -ake thom more responsible to the nezds of the low
income earners.

82. In respect of constructics activitizs, the delenmatior reparted that Tanzania has
established a Hational Construction Council - 2 body to act as a facal noint to
co-ordinate all activitios of the construction industry. Some of the priority
programres currcntly beina vngartaker by the council ipclude:

{i) Develomment of small scale contractors through the provision of
canital, piant and equioment #z well as Zrairing in arcas of project
mananement:

(ii1) Development of local contractors capeble of executinnm larme projects
Tarouor debiboerale proararmes of providing traianing and advisary
sarvices to local firms while takine part in the cxecution of projects;

(iii) Institvition of nroductivity suudics with a view to establish
schedule of rates for the construction incustry;

(iv) FEstablish of Technical Audit System to vet project desions for
econaimy and aperopriatencss.
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93. As rocommended in the Leaos Plarn of Action. Tanzania has been concerned with.
inter-aliz, the promotion of environmentally sound socip-economic davelonment
procrarre.  The formation of the lational Eavivonrent Panacement Council in 1486
was an endeavour to fuifil this objeciive.

gy. In the fi2lc of corbating cesertification. Tanzania has formulated
afforestation procrarmes with techrical support from LIEP,

95, The Councii is at the moment preparing a Haticral Penister of Potentially .
Toxic Chemicals.
gs. The conservatior of marine rescurces is another area where Tanzania has started

implementing some aspects of the UWEP pronrammes of the Recional Saas Programme of the
Eastern African Reacion, additionally three villages have been selected for the

implementation of the Caire Plan of Action.
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Zimbabwe
a7, The human scttlemernt situation in 7imbabwe is characterized by:
(a) huge housinc backloo in beth urban and rural areas:

(t) very poor quality housing in commercial farming areas. mining
settlements and in the communal lands:

(c) unequitable distribution of quality aariculiural land between tribal
comrunal land and commercial farming aress with the former beine on marginal
jand and beire over crowded and therafere over utilized resulting in gradual
degradation and deforestation.

98, These probleris are a direct result of the racist land and settlement nolicics

of previous colonial renimes. To redrass this situation, the Iimbabwe Government
has since independence formulatec specific humad settlement and housinc nolicy
strategies and procrammes, and has further established instituticns for the
implementation of these procrammes.

Procrass

99. The Covernment has uncartaken the preparatory planning phase, invelving
the preparation of the national and reaional development 2lan i.e. the identification
of growth points. rural service centress and the nreparation of plars for each of
these.

100. The United Hations Centra for Human Settlemorts is assistin~ in this exercise
being carried out bv the Physica? Flanning Oespartrent.

101. The Coverrment has alsce comploted the housing needs assessmernt study which
has been utilized to prepare the housinn and human settlement policy strategies and
proorammes until the vear Z000.

102. Owr the basis of the above a number of nrojécts have already been identified
and some undertaken. | '

- Urben areas

{a) The Hational Housing Fund allccates annually substantial sums as loans to
lecal authorities for the construction by huiidine brigades of low cost housing;

(b} The Government tocether with a number of ipternational Donors and other
fundine acencies has undertaken a number of irnovative low cost housing schemes.
USARIG, torld Dank, CIDA and Uniten Hations Centre for Human Settlements and others,
have zach been involved in low-cost housine development in several cities and towns.
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- Erowth points

103. The provision ¢f services, i.e.. water sewerace and roads, has been
completed in more than twenty arowth points and work continues on tha remainder.

104, In Jdanuary 13%7 the Ministry of Public Construction ard llational Housing
commencace the constructior of 20 low-cost houses in each growth noint to Jive
irmetus tc the policy of decentralization.

- Rural Housing Develcpment

105. Through its rural housing proaramme which is part of a broader rural resettle~
ment and development pronrarme, the Covernment throuah the Mirnistrias of Fublic
Construction and Mational Housino,Local Government !rban and Pural Develorment and
Pariculture, Lands and Pesettlement is undertakine a massive rural low-cost housin:
constryction in the followin: forms:

(a) TPural resetticment areas

Preparation of land use and settlemant plans and extension of loans in the form
of building materials and a residert artisan to assist and sunervise about 100
houses with the villacers providinr ail the labour content, loans are repayable over
30 vears. Scatters are drawn from the overcrowdecd tribal lands;

(t) Planned villaces

' Hithin the tribal lands. rural folk are also ancouraced to imorove their
housing and move into planred viilaces where proper land use plans are provided
for imnroved productivity and better resources use, and housino loans in the form

of building materials for better housing are provided.

106, TJo further encourage house construction, the Government has undertaken & number
of measurss - Proclamatior of the Home Cwmarshin Policy - Eroucht in the private
sector to participate in low-cost housing. em:loyer--assisted housing. - Persuaded
buildine sccieties to make available credit faciiities for low-income families.

- Granted 9 per cent tax free paid up permanent shares (Puns) in building societies.
Part of funds mokilized to be set aside for low-cost housirg. - The Zimbahve
Government has adonted a policy to integrate human settlement nmolicins and
proarammes into the national soci¢-economic development plan.
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SENEGAL

107. The delezation of Senegal stated that like most other developing
countries, the urban structurc in Senegal was characterized by @ profound
inbalance between Dakar and the rest of the urban system. In an attempt

to correct that inbalance, the Covernment of Senegal had embarked on a
programme of planning and management of urban space that included operational
plans for land development and rehabilitation in the various urben districts.
In the absence of external financing, the prozrammes had to rely cn scarce
resources from the regular budget while spontaneous urbanization had reached
alarming nroportions. At the same time land registration procedures were

cumbersome.

10g. The seventh Economic and Sccial Development Plan included regional strategies
aimed at encouraging rural development and at reducing the inbalances between

the urban and the rural areas. These included 21 »riority programmes intenaed to
improve the integration of human settlements policies and programmes into

national socio-economic planning.

109, In view of the ever-increasing needs for housing and because of the
limited possibilities of planned settlements, the CGCovernment had adopted a
new strategy which consisted in encouraging self-help construction, the

development of co-operatives and investment in real estate.

110. A Housing Bank had been established in 1979 and an Urban Land
development company was to be set un to help developers and the population

secure adequate land for construction.

111, UVDP would also provide assistance to housing co-operatives. At the sane
time, the government was embarkine on a vast rehabilitation programme in the
unplanned areas so as tc improve the living conditions of the population
concerned. loreover, the establishment of a computerized urban data

bank would provide a better picture of urban laﬁd and housin- requirements,

making it possible teo achieve rational programming for housing construction,
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112. Efforts in research and dissemination of local construction materials
would be continued. A current project for the standardization of technical

norms for housing would he finalized.

113. The decision to establish AFRICABAT in Senegal was an encouragement

and the Government was deeply involved in the preparation of this important

event.

114; With rezard to traininr in the [ield of human settlements, the
Covernment had established several training institutions intended to provide
the necessary manpower at the various levels of the administration. Six

training institutions were now operational in Seneral.

115. The following were amony the obstacles to the attainment of the training

objectives of Senenal:

(a) TFinancial constraints.

{(b) Problems with respect to the contents of the training programmes,
in view of the multi~disciplinary nature of planning and
management of human settlements;

(e¢) Difficulties due to the shortave and to the cualifications of local
teachers:

{(d) Problems in identifyiny training reguirements consistent with the

local conditions
(e) Difficulties with respect to the leral status of the training
institutions (financial autonomy),
116. The fourth meeting was being held at the richt time and it provided

an opportunity to the various delegations to evaluate their experience in the

areas concerned. Senepal was happy to be participants in the work of the

meeting and would take full advantame of all the information and recommendations

that would emerge from the discussiorns.
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RWAITDA

117. The representative of Xwanda said that his countyy's five-year
development plan included a strategy on human settlements and another

on the enviromment both strategies were expected to bLring about self-
sufficiency in “ood. The salient points of the housing and human settlement

policy were.

A “icie in iand us tream-
(a) Bringing about Zreater efficiency in land use by s 7

lining the consumption of space and consolidating facilivies:
(b) Establishing a town and country planning policy.

(c) Increasing the supply of housing units by involving other land

development operators:
{c) Developing appronriate land and institutional preccedures;

(¢) Strengthening the role and involvement of local communities in

planning, regulation and management of human settlement;

[ )

(f) Organizins the funding of housing and systematically applying

expenses recovery procedures.

(g) Fostering the production of building materials to help revive the

Rwandese economy.

118. His Government was determined not to Ifinance urbanization at the expense
of the rural areas and intended to institutionalize popular participation
schemes in housing.

119. It was beccmine increasingly urpent to adopt new approaches to human
settlements since current policies such as housing units built by the public
authorities or authorized agencies and the financing of housing by the

urual networks had feiled to achieve the expected results.

120, The two main environmental problems that Rwanda was facing were the loss of
arable land and deforestation. Rwanda was currently using popular participation
to wage an anti-erosion and soil conservation and afforestation campaizn. It
was also carrying out other activities such as water supply progrrammes for
rural -households and the development of marshland to destroy malaria~breeding
grounds in particular. The aim was to properly manage all aspects of the

environment in the light of the country's development activities.
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Kenya

121, The delesate of [enya raportad that since indencendenca Kenya has racocnized
the importance of humar settlement in the preparation of its Hational Development
Plans. The Tast five lational Development Plans have aired at provision of Lasic
necas that improve its human welfare nomeiv, health, ediscation, water, decent dielline
siouses and food. The bigoest huner sottiement movemen® occurred impeadiafoly in
the early years of independence wher Kenya African families were sottled on the
one million acre former1y‘reserved for white settlers. That resetiiorent has

nov hzen completed and ir tho Tast three Development Plans renva has concentrated
on provision of dwallinc houses to the ever increasina erban populatien.

122, To co-ordinate all activitias conncecied with the provisior of chelter, the
Kenva Covernment has created the linistry of lorks, Fousirn and Physical Pleanine,
This ifinistry is rosponsible for desionine hovsine wnits for the Fovarnment of
Kenya and the suparvision of thelir construction and maintonance.

123, Private individuals hove been encouracad o build or buy already built houses.
This has been done through owner-occupnied scheres where lona term mortoage has becn
rmade available at a low rate of interest. The availability of lone term morteaae has
now been extended te include the building and purchase of rermanent houses in the
rural arco,

125, In the field of housinn, the Povernment has adontes the policy of aided sclf-
help schemes in order to stimulate vigorous community involvement ans participatior,
e.g. the Dandora Comrwmnity Develonmoent Preiect within this oroject desigrn and
implementation nrocesses have generated salf-help huiidinn activity and created

a sound base for the proVision of socio-economic cormuniiy services and

infrastructure.

125. Tre Department of Urban and Rerional Plannine in the University of Wairobi
is the main training and research institution and plans arc at hand to start
'tfaining proovarmmes for sub-professionals at the Kenva Polvtechric.
126. Xenya since the Stockhelr Conforencz, has talan some concraio steps in the
establishment of anprepriate institutions to ensure an effactive overall managcement
of the environment. Arorc thase institutions are:

(i) the Hational Environment Sccretaria® vhich co-ordinaics all

environfment prooranres:
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(ii) the Permanent Presidentizl Commission on Soil Conservation
end Recfforestation and

(ii1) the Kenye Rangcland Environmental Henitorins Unit. Through the
Mational Invironment Secretariat, a state of Environment ilepor:
hos heen published, and the ilational Conservation Strategy is
under pronzrztion.  The Secretariat has initiated an Environment
Education Procramm: for Primary and Secondary Schools. Faculty
of Envirormant and “ildlife studins has been established in lloi
University and Kenva Institute of Education is developina
environmental teachiro curriculum for Secondary Schools.

127, With & ropuiation growth rate of 4 per cent p. a. there is an apparent over
exploitation of arable land for the production of food aud cash crops. The over-
exploitation has led to serious snil denrcdation., Lack of arable iand has forced
people to rove into mareinal lands vhich are unsuitable for crop farming resultino
in soil loss throuch win< erosion during the dry season. Experience has taught us
that no conscrvation measures c2n succeed in thase critical areas unless there is
an active participation by the pcople down to the village lavel.

10g. Kenya supports the CAIRY PLAN OF ACTIOH. Kenya has identified institutions

and incividuals vho will ba the focal points for tho Tour Techrical Committees.
Kenya has further identificd three villages and one semi-arid stock raising '
zone to form the pilot prodects within the Cairo Plan of Action.

129, Kenya is ready anc villinn to exchance exparience and research findings in
matters of environment with other countries ang particularly those in our region.

e Yook forward te collaberation between us. Burundi, Uranda and the United Ropublic
of Tanzania in the study and implemontation of an integrated multi-purpose development
nlan for the Lake Yictoria Basin in view of the importance of Lake Victoria to the
community within the basin. o hope the study will rationalize managerment of the
resources of the Lake Catchmert arce including reafforestation, scil consarvation.
pollution control.



E/CCA/IGRC/HS/ENV/57/IV/L
Page 38

Botswana

130. Botswana has for some time now been devicing a ranoe of policies and
programmes to alleviate scttlements and shalter-related poverty. These include:

(i) The preparation of the country's Hational Settlement Policy.
Tris pelicy aims at rreparinn a comprehensive national plan
in which programmes are considered in respect of all settlement
and resources:

(1i) The proparation of Development Plans for all plannino areas
unider Town and Country Planning Act.to quide and control
development in detail by means of Building and Development
Control Codes. These codes determine urban and rural development
standards which set cuidelines to define the quality of
structuras; rcaulate officient use and occupancy of space.
the utilization of material. building services and public health.

131. Botswana is currentiy reviewina its Suilding Codes and Regulations. The
promoticn and use of locally produced buiiding materials as a means of improving
the housing affordability situation for lov income households is 21so being
persued.

132. A self-help Housing Paency (SHHA) Scheme has been in operation for over ten
vears. Its success includes a complete eradication of squatter settiements in
Botswana's towns throuoh upgrading projects site and services proaramres for low-
income families. The scheme is now'being reviewed to address some of the inherent
problems such as cost recovery mechanisms,

133. On the environmental frornt, Gotswana is increasinaly focussina attention
on the deterioration of the earth's renewabiz natural rescurce base as follows:

(i} The country's ildlife Policy which was finalized in 1956 has
ha¢ major achievements in conscrvation and develonment. lUnder
the Pelicy, 17 per cent of ihe country's territory has been
resarved for wildlife preservation in ational Parks and Came
Roserves while an additional 70 per cont of the country has beon
declared Mild41ife Panaoement Areas. This gives a total of 27 per
cont of the country's territory raoserved selely or partially for
the censervation of wildlife;
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(i1) Initiatives under a projeci czlled Livestock 11T has
incernorated local land use planning for sustained usoc, range-
land monitorinn systems. increase of the abatteir capncity
and increase v cconomic incentives io reduce herds by
increasina off-take;

(i1i} The preparation of an intecorated Hatiopal Corsorvation Strateoy
(i1CS) s scheculau for compiotion by the end of 1957,
The primary purnose of the ¢S is to helr onsure Botswana's
sustained development by tieine tonethor ecoronic growth apd
replenishment of those rencwable natural rasources on which
long-term aconomic arowth wili bava to be hased:

ivl Onc other on-copire important national esvirenmental project:
is the preoaration of a Mational Hater
been pecessitated by the mismatch bzitween Jocatior of water

n
’ﬂ
1

asterplan which has

resources and growth of population. Government is also actively
promoting HEC initiative in the country, thus MEQ’'s such @s

the Forastry Association of Fotswana and Thuseno Lefaishing

nave bhoen formed,

134. The Eotswana Government's approach in 21l the environmenta?l sregrammes outlined
above 1s that 7s much as coaservation is necessary, it must bo done arefitably and
with people’s fuill invelvement by making them realize their personal survival in
sustained Jevelopment.
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ETHIOPIA

135, The representative of Ethidpia stited that the Government. has launched
massive programmes of resettlement of people from the drought-stricken regions
of the country into virgin lands of Western and southern Etniopia. Accordingly.
as of July 1986 a total 1.5 miliion people have been resettled in the newly-

onned regions.

136, Villagization, like its sister arorramme of ajricultural resettlement.
has had tie rural porulation as its tarset. It has tried to Lring economic
and social development to the rural population who live in a scattered fashion.
The object of this nolicy is to bring togzether rural ﬁéople into newly
established villapes so that tliey may be provided witi: vadous econounic, social
amenities and services. The villagization programme is basically a voluntary
activity self-financed as far as construction of housing units is concerned,
with local governments' involvement only in the selection of cites for the

new villages.

137, To date 15 ner cent of rural villages have been sﬁccessfully relocated on
new sites. ft iz expected that by the end of the current medium-term plan
period, the figure will rise fto 25 per cent. According to current statistical
information. as of June 1986, some 5367 peasant associations were reported to
have been villagized in U-out of the 14 administrative re:ions of the country.
Thus. the number of newly-created villages has reached 20,624 with 1.6 million
dwelling units giving shelter service to some 823,000 farm family heads, or

about 4 million rural inhabitants.

138, Urbanization is a relatively new ohenomenon in Ethiopia. Cut of a total
population of nearly 43 million, only 10 per cent live in urban centres.
However, because of the overall low performance of the Ethiopian economy the
provision of modern urban facilities, especially those in housing, has remained

to be a problem.

139.In the area of housing provision, four types of participants exist:
co-ops, the government., urban dweller's associations and individuals despite gov-
ernment's effort the housing situation leaves much to be desired, however., a

substantial amount of activity 18 currently underway involving all four

participants.
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140. The environmental nroblems of Ethiopia are not different from those of
other African ccuntries. As pointed out by the UNLP Regional Oifice For -
fﬁfrlca the problems are mainly ”cdn&itions which deny'the most basic needs
r::of life to a majority of people. The moat serious relate to insufficient food.
shelter tldesp“ead disease and 1ll health which continue because of tne -

lack of basic health care resources. education and even the m1n1mum correct

t

information about infectious diseases.

141. Ethiopia*s environmental nroblems may be reiterated in terms of their
priorities: land and soil deyr1aat1on deforestation; drought and desertlflcatlon,
water resource management, environmental protlems related with human settlement

environmental diseases: and low level of environmental awarencss.

1472, ational objectives and policies resarding environmental management have
been formulated since the beqinning of the Ethiopian Revolution in 1874. The
pres%ing problems of deforestation and desertification have been met squarely
with propgrarmmes of afforestation, soil and water conservancy; and rational ' o

management of wildlife resources of the countrv,

‘lQSJThe importance attached to environmental issues have been cleafly
demonstrated by designatlng protection and management of the environment

as one of the major ohjectivec of the 10 - Year Perspective Plan (1384-33).
In 1986 about 134 million tree seedlings were planted. IThis re;resented 24

W

per cent of the nlanned target.

144, Other targets to be fulfilled within the framework of the iCG-Year Perspective
Plan are: land u=ze studies coverine about 13 million hettivres of Xkand (10

per cent of the total area of the country)  small~scale irrigation to develop
50,000 ha terracing of a nearly 1 million ha plantlng on L.a million ha. of

land; and rev1tallzat10n of some 720,000 ha. of cerraced land Refardlng
arforestatlon proprammes there will be established a forest reserve area of

1.6 mlll1on ha. and reﬁlstratlon of 381,200 ha of forest land All in 2ll the
extent of ioreﬂted area at the end of the 10-year plan perlod will have

increased to about 9 million ha., or more than 7 per cent of the total area of

the country. This is a substantial achievement regarding the nearly # per

- cent, forest. coveragze of. the current period.
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" .
Migeria

145, The Migerian representative said that over the past 18 months his Government

had succeeded in creating greater awarencss and commitment in evolving and maintaining -
a liveabie environment. The activities undertaken in the fiald of human settlements
covered such areas as the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless (IYSH),

the Nigerian States Urban Development Programme (NISUDP), and national urban-, : -
development policy. |

146. In 1986, his government had hosted the ECOMAS subregional seminar on IYSH and
provided 500,000 Héira ($US 700,000) for IVSH activities. Sixteen states had

so far formed IYSH steering c?mmittees a majority of which had initiated slum
upgrading projects in collaboration with the national steerine committee.

147. NSUDP was a key shelter improvement scheme aimed at encouragine home ownership
and upgrading squatter settlements with the assistance of the World 3ank. Two
pilot projects were beiny implemented, on¢ in Bauchi state (financed with an
external loan of $US 17.82 million) and the other in Imo state (financed with an
external loan of $US.53 miliion). The Urban and Regional Planning Division of the
Federal finistry of Horks and Housing was in. the process of finalizing a draft
policy document which would provide broad guidelines on urban development for the
entire country. Preliminary wbrk had teen started on an integrated Regional plan
for the country which would hishlinht human settlements problems and issues that
cut across state boundaries.

148, As far as environmental matters were concerned, the Federal Government had
been concentrating on the following three broad areas::

(a) Drought and desertification

The activities heino undertaken to combat the impact of drougiht and desertificatio
throughcut the country included the sinking of borehcles to tap underground water,
the building of dams to store water for irrigation and domestic use and the
planting of trees to control desertification;

(b) Erosion

York had been started in the southern part of the country to contro} coastal
erosion while studies were onaoing to identify appropriate solutions to erosion;
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(c) Environmental protection

The Federal Government was in the process of cstablishing a Hational
Environmental Protection Agency which would be responsible, inter alia, for
developing and onforcinag national standards for environmental protection and
improvement.

In the meantime, a number of activities aimed at improving and protectina
the quality of the environment would continue to be undertaken. Public awareness
campaiagns on general environmental sanitation had been launched by all the
governments throughout the country.

The Federal Government had also undertaken a number of studies aimed at
formulating a sound domestic and industrial waste - management policy for the
country. The Government regularly menitored the activities of oil companies
operating in the country: they had now been issued codes of practice with the
view to 1imiting the cccurences of o011 poliution in the oil-prospecting areas.
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Contributions from Specialized Agencies

149, The Representativé'of UNESCO to Ithiopia and Liaison Cfficer with'

ECA and OAU reiterated that this meetling was taking slace within the context

of the Lages Plan of Action, Africa's priobity programme for Economic
Recovery (APPLR) and the UNPA in which UWESCO had fully participated within its
area of competence. In view of the drousht desertification and other critical
-problems . of the region, UNESCO has prenared an action programme to address

the nroblem. Wew paragraph begins here: Two important meetings, the First
Congress of African Scientists and CASTAFRICA II are schedulad to consider this
vear (1987) the form of Action necessary for the effective implementation

of that nrogramme. in close cooperation with QAU, ECA and other sistep :
organizations. fe stated that following the special séssion of the United
Nations General Assembly on the Critical Economic Situation in Africa; and the
decision to nominate the Director of the Coordinating Committee for the
implementation of the Plan of Actioﬁ, UMESCO will fully participate and cooperate
in that effort.

150. He added that the actions pursued and envisaged by USESCO in the fields

of Human Settlements and Environment were closely coordinated with ECA, UNEP

and HARITAT and other Regional orpanizations and constitutes a multisectoral

and interdisciplinary approach includings Ecucation. the Natural Sciences,

Social and Human Sciences, Cultural and Communication, as defined in the UNESCO
iiedium Term Plan for 1984 - 1989 and elaborated in its biennial Programne of
Action encompassing fourteen major projects covering the same period. The
adoption by the first conference of African Ministers of Culture organized by
QAU, (Harare - 1986) in close collaboration with UNESCO, had put cultural
develonment into its proper perspective. He emphasized that knowledge of the
different natural environnentg of the Continent and their resources is promoted
through the numerous activities of the major international. interpovernmental
nro~rammes launched world-wide by UNESCO. Theas are the International Ceological
Correlation Prorpramme (ICGCF). the International Hydrological Programme (IHP).
the Programme on Man and the Biosphere (#AB), and the Programme of the Inter-
crovernnental Oceanorraphic Commission (IOC). A distinctive feature of these

scientific programmes is that they give sreater emphasis and priority to the

‘
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training of specialists in the mastery and utilisation of science and
technology for the attainment of skills that were necessary for the management

of the Human Settlements within their respective environments.

151. UMESCO had endeavoured tc contribute through education. training and
research, to the advancement cof knowledge in ecological systems and their

interaction with human activities in the following areas:

(i) peological structures and their mineral potential.
(ii) hydrological processes and the evaluation and proper use of
water rasources.
(iii) and the determination of the relationships between ocean
dynamics and climate

{iv) and the ex»loitation of mineral and biclo~ical resocurces.
- i

152. The scientific development of any country he pointed out, rested
basically on the development of a sound educational system with Man as the
centre of develonment. In this rejard the develonment and renovation of the
educational system, at all levels, constituted a central rcle in the overall
national‘develOPment effort. It was therefore, imperative that a concerted
approach, whether in policy, strategy, contentglmethodology9 facilities and
training, be constantly elaborated. to ensure participation of all citizens
in the political activities which are aimed at making and guiding the
community in its correct course of development within a given socio-cultural

environment.

153, In conclusion he stated that. the State, as embodied in its various
institutions, and particularly the Communication Sector, needs to play a leading
role in the dissemination of essential information needed to ensure the fullest

participation of all communities.

154, UNESCO nlaced considerable emphasis on interagency cooperation in the
implementation of its activities. To foster this_  he contipued, a cooperation
agreement between the TCA and UJESCO has bheen supported by regudar Joint
Consultative meetings and similar cooperation has been forged between the OAU
and UNESCO such that these mechanismeg, in addition to the Cooperative Agreements

with various UN Agencies such as FAQ, ILO and other IGO0, would ensure the

necessary interagency cooperatiocn.
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155. The rarresertative of 70 stated that M0 had a lona record of activities

in the area of urban and buildine c¢liratology and in matters related to climate

and human health. To this »ffoct, the Croanization had produced several

aidance materials.  An inteoratec planning in human scttloments requires a

detailed knowiedae of climate resources 1ike sunshive, wind flow and rainfall
patterns and atmospheric stability. The national meiecrolocical service. which was
the foczl point of M0 prosrames, was senerally well vestad with the necessary .
kiowledoe in leocal clirate. As renards the implementatior of the Cairo Plan of
Action, Y0 was closely collaborating with WIEP by puttin~ Lhe existine and
cperational climatolnav szation netriork and its asscciated netwerking mechanisms
at the disposal of the Africin “inisterial Conference on the Environment.

156. The representative of W rave a brietT account of the nreparatory actions
undertaken by IO with rofarcs to the estadlisheoent of ACPAD. Thoase were contained
in two information cocunents aveilable to the Cormittee. The 170 Recional
Association 1 {Africa) vhich was the intergovarnrental bodv of African states in
meteorology and operational hvdrolory adonte! Resolution 70 {IX-RA1) expressed

full support to the ECH Conference of linisters and callad on its members to
activeiy supmrort the Lentre. The other document qave en overview of the raport

of the consultants on ACOEL rogardinn its funciions and ormanizatioral structure and
its img]ementation‘strategy. It contingacion with the preparatory phase an ECA/YEC
was to visit potential nost countries and a study tear was visitine several African
countries to assess the ééed to imrreove the existing W9 tolecormunication
facilities te ensure tirely exchange of data and products with the Centre. The
draft Constiiution of the Centre provoses two aliernatives Tor the Chairman of

the Roard of Governors. In view of its experiznce in thz oreration of reaional

and olobal centres and copsiderine that reoular consultations would he nacessary

in the operation of ACUAD, V0 would submit that the second alternative be

retained whereby the Chairran be selected from the Doard members., 10 would -~
recommend that the tachnical criteria 2dopted by the Interanency Mesting bhe retained”
as basis for site selection. It was f2li necessary that an estimate of the capital
and other costs be worked out, based on the consultants' report, te enahle potential
host countries to take ew eariy decision. A preliminary analysis of the economic
impact of ACIAD would also nrove usefyl to the decision makers.

TR~ SIS
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157. The representative of FAC said thet his organization was glad to note
that there was a general concern in most African countries on both iscues

of human settlement and environment and thelr inter-relationship.

158, FAO has classified the main problems associated with environmental

derradation affecting the continent into four.

(i) Forest depletion and its degradation, both in closed and
open formations,

(ii) Torests and bush fires-
(iii) Fuelwood and charcoal wasting:

(iv) Soil erosion and desertification.

159, To indicate the mapnitude and pgravity of the situation, the represent-
ative pointed‘out'thata annually, about 200 m3 of timber were lost in the
closed humid forests mainly as a result of shifting cultivation and
exploitation for timber purposes. and for example Nigeria will lose about
492 million Ha of its eclosed productive forests before the end of this
century 1if adequates measures were not undertaken. In the open woodlands
it was estimated that more than 150 millions Ma is lost annually primarily

for fuelwood, charcoal and construction purposes.

'160. Aware of these alarmning ratesz of forest and soil resources depletion
and degradation he stated that. FAD had launched a very broad action plan
entitled "Tropical Forestry Action Plan” containing five priority areas for

action, namely:

1. Forest in land use. This area aimed at conserving the resocurce base

for agriculture {(watershed manarement and desertification control) and,
at integrating forestry into agriculture systeus (agroforestry development),

at with a view to the retention and use of the land.

2. Forest-based industrial development. This area aims at promoting
appropriate forestry industry through appropriate plans for forest

managemant and conservation.
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3. TFuelwood and energy. Through this action the objectives are directed

at accelerating connective action and restoring firewood supplies in

the countries more affected by wood energy deficits.

4. Conservation of tropical forest ecosystems. Aims at conserving,

managing and utilizing tropical nlants and wild 1ife geretic resources
by the development of national networks of protected areas. and research .

into the managenent of tropical forest for a sustained production.

5. Institutions. In thig area the main objective is the strengthening of

public forest administrators and related government agencies.

161.It is evident that FAO throu:h this plan 1s offering a realistic approach
to supplementary efforts geared at integrating the national resources and
its utilization of forests, mills and water resources for the benefit of

the continent.
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ILO

162. ILO has multifarious and alternating activities in the sphere of
human settlements and envirommental establishments. To simply enumerate
sowe of those activities and put them acainst the background of the
International Year of Shelter for the liomelss one could mention the

following:

(i) the Special Public WYorks Programmes have been set up by the
orcanization for the benefit of various communities,
these are road maintenance, the Tight arainst desertification,

and distribution of potable water.

(ii) 1ILO has been engaged in feasibility and evaluation studies training
programmes and follow up ccurses. The ILC consequently has
developed a systematic professional training methed with model

of qualification programmes.

163. The ILO has prepared educational material for the training of qualified

labourers in the field of masonry. concrete constructior and carpentry.
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164, The representative of the International Council for Building Research.
Studies and Documentation(CIS) presented his organization to the meeting and
informed the meeting that CIB was an international., non-govermmental
non-profit-makinm organization whose nuracse is to encourage, facilitate
and develop international co-operation in building, housing end planning
research studies and documentation. covering not only the technical but

also the economic and sociazl aspects of buildine and the built enviroument.

165. CIB, he said, was the primary mechanism through which the international
building community exchanges findinss on building research and practice. It

endeavours to achieve its objectives by:

(a) opromoting international coc-operation betueen all types of building

research organizations.
(b) encouraging the international exchange of research personnel,

{(c) fostering exchange of building and constructicn information and

research documentation, and

(d) sponscring international symposia on toplcal themes and holding

a triennial congress.

166, The main thrust of CIB's work, he added was to carvy out through =
network of over 40 working commissions which were composed of specialist
representatives of CIB member institutions and of other co-opted experts.
These dealt with a variety of topics selected from CIB's field of interest.
The overall programme of the Workins Commissions’ activities was continually
revieved by the programme comaittees. He added that CIB had a number of
Yorking Commissicns which were specifically dealing with problems of interest
to the developing countries. 'The active cnes were:

- Timber Structures, Tropical llardwoods

- Low Cost Housing

-~ Inergy Conservation in the Built Znvironment in the Developing Countries

~ Buildinzy Climatology

~ Hatural Disasters Migigation

- Utilization of Local Materials and Arcricultural by-products
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167. He concluded that CIB, in collaboration with the Reunion internaticnale
des laboratoires d'essais et de recherche sur les materiaux de construction-
(RILEM), a Swiss organization to promocte international co-operation in -
research and development of test methods for construction materials. In
1983 organized the Hairobi Symposium on ‘Apnropriate Suilding Materials

for Low-Cost Housing”. This symposium was the first in a series - Africa
Rerion, - The second - for Asia and the Pacific Region - took place last
month in Bangkok, Thailand (January 19-26, 1987). The third was expected

to take nlace in Latin America within the coming three years.
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168. In order to contrivute to the Intornational Year of Shelter for thc

Homolass., the roproscntative of Africa Uaion of Architects {(AUA) kas decided

te wrganize its third Conoress, vhich will dea) with the stato-of-tha-art

in construction and town znd country nlanning in Africa (AFRICADAT), 7-12

January 15:5% in Dakar, Soronal.  The woctirg will bo jointly organized by the

African Ocvelonment Bank, Sholtcr Afriqu: and tho Econenic Community of Mest

African Statas {ECOMAS) and nossibly ECA, UHESCO and 211 other oraanizations
interested in the ovent. -

169. A dispatch of thoe faence Froneo Pressc dated 22 Cctober 1986\1ndiciiod éhat
(AFRICABAT) «ill promoic beiter Horth-Sout: dintoquo betwoor public works ministzre .
and professiorals of tho huilaiag soctor and Huropcan, Americar and Asian
industrialists for the revival »f the construction of infrastructur-~s apd housinc

in Africa. Herc again, the mein intention will be to brina about direct dialorun
betwoaen those who sat standards {architects) and the builders or industrialisis

50 that they caw spoak the same larcuane, But the most appreonriate way of describing
the meaninag of AFRICABAT secms to have boen expresscd by the wewspaper, Urba

Prcss which had a headline in its 29 COctobor odition "AFRICARAET 28: construction

in the hcart of develepreont”, as a major construction fair brinaing together
nolitical decision makers, industrialists and contractors.

170. In most African countries. mors tham £5 per cont of what goes into
construction is imported: yet the cstablishment of Tocal comstruction industrics
holps directly to develop industrics wnile solvine tho problem of Africa's
homeleass,

]

171, The cstablishment of building indusiries should be Zone methodically by
ehsuring that such industries will he nrofitable. Everyonc knows that the markets
of Africun countrics taken individually connot justify the ¢stablishment of
profitablc factorics. Thoe asbition of AFRICABAT is to aet African ccohomic
operators to mcoci partners likely to bring about o tranzfor of tochroleay with

tho assistance of African architoecis.

PRIy - =
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Human Settlements Sub-committee report

Study on the establishment and strengthenine of training

facilities in the field of Hum;glggttéémggﬁ§u§g;§f;£pé (E/EC%/HUS/za)

172. In introducing document L/ECA/RUS/23 the renresentative of LCA

pointed cut that the experience of many African countries during the first
three decades development had demonstrated the nced to out greater

emphasis on the spatial consequences of development. Prooress in the human
settlements sector could be achieved only if Afrdican countries had qualified
manpower. While some countries had established their own trainiﬁg institutes,
others still relied on expertise from outside the African continent.

Training in the area of human settlements called for wultinational co-
operation. The study recommended specific action to be taken at the naticnal
and international levels to meet training requirements in the field of

human settlements.

173, After the introduction, the representatives of the United Republic

of Tanzanla, Senenal. Burundi: Zambia and Keuya tock the floor to con-
gratulate the Secretariat for the quality of the document and the |
information contained therein. They described the experiences of their

own respective countries and how the training institutions in their countriesz

opberated.

174, After endorsing the recormendations made by the document, they emphasized
the need to develop and to streamline the existing institutions so as to

avoid duplication.

175. The representative of Kenya requested that the Rural and Urban Planning
Department of the University of rWairobi should be included in the table

entitled: “Location of training institutions in soma African countries".
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Human Settlements Sub-committee report

Integrating Human Settlements Policies and Programmes into National

Socio-Economic Development Planning: Framework and HMethodologies

(E/ECA/HUS/24)

176. A representative of the ICA, introducing this document pointed out
that the distinction formerly drawn between economic and social planning
chjectives and the too strict sectorization of development nlanning had
been arbitrary and untenable and has become increasingly irrelevant.
Development includes both economic and social cbjectives. Since all
deveiopment planning is "people-centred'’ in the sense that the population

(reople) is the basis and beneficiary of all planning.

177. Human settlement incorporates and encompasses almost the uaniverse of
human activities and needs includinzg the economic and scecial. The
distribution and settlement of population are closely linked with the

broader field of socio=-economic develo»ment and change. Policies. and program-
mes for human settlements development therefore are part and parcel of

national socio-economic development.

178. The irrelevance of the distinctions among macro-economic sectoral

and other categorisations of planning are therefore Leiny increasingly
realized in several African countries whose Development Plans Documents no
longer speak solelv cf “Economic Planning but rather of ‘Plan for Economic.
Social and Cultural Development’ or of "National Socio-Economic Development
Plan., Planning is increasingly belng integrated. He noted that aluost all
the Natiomal Development Plans of African Countries examined indicated that
the general cbjective is that of bfinginq about an improvement in the living
conditions of the people, and that several of these plans emphasize "inter-
sectoral integration in planning and harmonious inter-regional development.
The necessity for integrating the various aspects of planning including the

human settlements aspects is therefore widely acknowledged. The ECA
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representative w2nt on to review the existing framework for national
development plan preparation and intesration in several African countries
and noted that the framework used varied among countries, and inveolved

three broad structures.

~ a key Ministry of Flanning and/or T'inance coordinatins all Sectoral Plans,

- an Inter-Ministerial Plan Coordinating Committee, Coordinating all
sectoral plams.

- a planning commission. indenendent of any Sectoral iinistry, Ccordinating

all the =zectoral plans.

179, The strengsthas and weaknesses of each of these as plan intesration

framework were reviewed as vas their respective potential effectiveness.

180. While recommending the Inter-iHinisterial Plan Coordinating Conmittee
framework as the most effective framework for Plan Coordination, the paper
recognised that the framework and methodology adopted by a given country would
depend on which framework the country finds more workable under its part-
icular local political milieu and circumstances and on the maturity of the
pecple who operate the given framework. In either case, continual inter-
ministerial consultations, discussions and good interministerial informaltion

flow is pivotal for successful plan intezration.

181. The adopted integrating framework notwithstanding, it was emphasizes

that for a more effective intesration of human settlements nolices and
programmes ‘into the national socio-economic planning, human settlements
objectives, ~oals and priorities should be reflected among the national plan
obijectives, goals and priorities at the hipghest policy levels. This is neces-
sary because it is on the basis of the objectives, poals and priorities that
the programmes and projects to achieve them would be formulated. The chances
of achieving integration of basic human settlements pro.srammes in the national

socio-economic plans will therefore. be brishter if they are the subject of
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specific procrammes reflected in the overall national plan objectives. He
also pointed out that the interration of human settlements programmes into
the national socio-economic plan would be wuch more effective if the location
or siting decisions of major projects of dher sectors could be made at the
beginning of the planning stage because of the implications that the impacts

of such locations have for human settlements programmes and activities.

182, In conclusion. the representative of the ECA stressed the neceséity

for continuous interaction betieen techniciansr(especially the professional _
planners) and the oeople who have ultimate rasponsibility for nolitical
judrements - the noliticians, if nlans would be carried through to achieve

their designated obijectives.

Discussion

183, In the discussion that followed, the Representative of Shelter-Afrique
noted that this issue hac been with us for sometime now, he stated that

the issue should be mors relevantly raised at the leeting of inisters of
Economic Develcpment and Planning as they are the targets cof the issues raised.
He noted also that the paper ignored some external Ffactors and actors such

as the IMF which would prevail on countries not to make substantial alloc-
ations to the human settlements sector on the erroneocus presumption that the
sector is not productive. He suggssted that the meeting of Ministers of
Economic Planning of thérECA be requested to take cognisance of the issues

raised in this paper.

184, The delegate of Rwanda suvrgested that the probLlem of integrating human
settlements policies and prorrammes into national socio-economic development
plan could be a result of language and the way these are presented to naticnal
planners. Human Settlements professicnals may not have been making themselves
understood. He supggestad that they should present their case better by showing

what contributions human settlements make in the economy and in the achievement
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of national develcpment poals and objectives such as the generation of
employment and income in housing and public works programmes and projects
and in building materials industries. It assists in the wider spread of
income to the lower levels. He noted that all constitutions and all
povernments strive for the improvement of the living conditions of their
peoplé and human settlements is part of these conditions they seek to
improve. He emphasized that human settlements policies and programmes
should be presented in a language which the economist would understand
e.r. finance, infrastructure_ emnloyment and income generation atc., so

that it can be better appreciated, and orovided for.

185. The representative of Congo, referring to parayraph 51 (IV) of the
paper stated that Interministerial Committees already exist ir African
countries and that what is required is to give these Interministerial

bodies specific directions and responsiblities.

186. A representative of Zaire observed that human settlements programmes
should emphasize the problem of low-income housing and suggested the
inclusion of low-income housinz in the title of the paper. The secretariat
esplained that this was essentially a methodological paper, and that the
title was the title of the element in the official work prozramme. The

concern for low-cost housing was however taken note of.

187, Zimbabwe stated that one of the difficulties in integrating low-cost
- housing programmes into national soclo-economic planning is that low-income

housing is aid-oriented and often not able to justify itself ecconomically.
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Human Settlements Sub-committee report

Programme for institutionalizing public housing participation

schemes for the low-income population in Africa (E/ECA/HUS/25)

188, In his introduction of document E/ECA/HUS/25, a representative of the
ECA secretariat said that housing was a nrimary concern of African
governments which needed to be looked at within the context of the increase
in population and ite impact on the overall development process. The

aim of the study was to consider the various factors that influenced the
development of the housing sector and to put forward solutions likely

to improve curent housing policies for the low-income ponulation.

189, He then spoke about the housing situation in Africa and the role
of housing construction societies in national policies before stressing
the usefulness of public participation schemes as a means of reducing
current housing construction costs, 7The aim of such schemes was to get
particinants to finance the construction of housing and the maintenance
and conservaticn of collective property and give them the opportunity
of contributinr, through their personal efforts, to the housing and

improvement of their respective housing units.

190. He also made a comparative analysis of individual self-help, public
participation and contractor construction and mentioned ohstacles to the

implementation of popular participation in housing construction.

191,'In:conclusion‘ he made some recommendations that would lay the foundations
for promoting public participation in housing.
192. In the discussions that followed, the speakers congratulated the secret-

ariat for the quality of information in the document and exrressed support

for the pronosed recommendaticns.

163, The delegaticns of Zimbabwe and Senecal made statements on the achievemeats
and problems of the experiments carried out in their countries. They proposed
that the systems of access to housing credit should be reformulated to meet

the needs of the low-income population.
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An interrated Aporeach—to the Evaluation of Constpdction Heeds of the

African Rerion {E/ECA/MUS/26)

194. Five countries including Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Zaire, Botswana and
Rwanda contributed to the discussions which followed the presentation of
the paper. All five delepates congratulated the secretariat for the detailed

work presented.

195. The delegate from Tanzania noted the experiences of his country in the
formation of a Wational Construction Council whieh corresponds with the
formation of an inter-ministerial mechanism suggested in the paper and
recommends the adoption of that particular recormendation., However, the
delegate from Zaire noted that since the system might be already existing
in some country, a clause should be inserted so that the recommendation

covers only those countries which have not yet established such mechanisms.

196, On the second recommendation relating to teaming-up between local and ,
foreign firme, the delerate from Tanzania noted that the recommendation should
be extended beyond the level of small~scale contractors to cover all national

construction companies where necessary. He noted the experiences in his

country where civen proportion of nrojects are reserved for national companies.

197. Commenting on the same recommendation (2}, the delegate from Zaire
noted that while such teaming-up could be desirable, the foreign exchange
implications that normally accompany the hirin~ of foreign companies should

not be forgotten.

198. Rwanda sunported the objectives underlying; recommendation (2) but
suggests the need for intra-African co-operation in ceonstruction. He noted
that if there could be uniform construction standards for the region, African

construction companies could bz utilized for less dependence upon foreign firms.

199. The delegate from Tanzania commented on the need to increase productivity

and suggested that the use of incentives could be very rewarding.

200. In his observation the delegate fpom Botswana pointed out that while
the paper aptly pointed out what should be done {in the recommendations) it

does not indicate how the recommendations could be implemented. In reply,

the secretariat agreed to take note of such implementation measures in the future.
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Programme of Uo*k 10Q° 193“, Development of building matcerials industries and
Construction sector in Africe and Human Settlements contribution to the
impiemcntation of APPER  ({agenda item € (¥f)

201.. The Human Settlements programme of work for 1923-1989 biennium was

introduced by the secretariat. The secretariat emphasized the orientation of the
proaramme towards implementation of regional pelicies and prearammes. The main
focus of the programmes was on development of infrastructures, accelerated rural
transformation.physical planning and the building and construction sector. Within
this programme tha project for the development of building materials in Africa

was introduced. This reaional project was designed to strengthen existinc
building materials development centres in the production, standardization and
commercialization of indigencus building materials along with training of
technicians, artisans, entrepreneurs and the mobilization of finance for the
commercial production af building materials. Delegates were informed of the
practical and operational nature of the project which will include the desian

and construction of pilot housine schemes prejects in participatina member States.
Building codes and standards are to be aiven special consideration in the implementa-
tion of this projzct. The project was desigred by ECA in collaboration with

UHCHS (HABITAT) and Shelter Africue arnd ECA has co-orted both UHCHS (HABITAT) and
Shelter Afrique as Associate Agencies in the execution of this project.

"202. Delegates were also asked to consider the raper on “Human Settlements in the
Impleinentation of APPER" which will be censidered as the basis for the ECA
medium-term proaramre of work for 1520-1985. The crucial role of rural trans-
formation, physical planning in strickine a harmorious interaction between rural
and urban areas and the provision of infrastructures as well as the need to
mobilize resources were highlighted. The endorsement by the Fourth lieeting of the
Joint Intermovernmentai Reqional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment
(JIRCHSE) of both programmes of work for 1983-1989 and the recommendations

for the medium-term plan 1990-1995 were being sought.

i
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Environment Sub-Committee

203. Under the Chairmanship of Hon. Cuy Nzouba-Jdama the Minister of

Housins and Settlements of Gabon as lst Vice Chairman of the fourth meeting

of the Joint Committee the sub-committee on envirommental matters discussed
agenda items 7(a). (»). (e) (£f) () and {(h). Agenda item (c) and (d) waich
were introcuced at the plenary session under presentation of documents by the
secretariat. were not discussed as the french versions were still-mnot available
from the Conference Services. v, JOSCPH! LETSHOLO PRIKCIPAL PLAHHER OF

BOTSWANA was unanimously elected Rapportsur of the subcommittee.

Acenda 1tem 7(a): Propgress Reﬁort on 1980 1987 Env1ronment 1n africa

Pronramme Activities since the last meutln&, 1nclud1nggpon;1deratlon

of the Envirconment in Africa Work Programme for 1983-1989 biennium
(E/ECA/ENV/35)

204, The representative of the secretariat highlighted the main activities in
the Progress Report E/ECA/ENV/35, pointing out the ECA resolutions adopted
from the recommendations of the third meeting of the Joint Committee and
calling the attention of this fourth meeting toe the proposed work programme

for the Environment in Africa for the 1988-1989 biennium.

205, In the discussion which followed K clarifiction was requested on ‘the

use of the term "legislative bodies” in the "general obiectives of the
secretariat’’ of the 1888~1989 work pro.ramme. It was decided to delete the
term to remove any ambiguity in meaning. A few delegations pointed out that
too much emphasis was put on drought and desertification control activities
whilstxnothing was menticned about natural disasters piaguing African countries,
as for examﬁle the peculiar Lake Hyos natural gas disaster in Camerocon,
earthquakes and cyclones common in the islané countries and floods in
Mozambique. The meeting decided to draft a resoluticen calling ior the
Secretariat to take into account the different priority environmental problems
in different areas of the continent, in its biennial activities especially on

notural catastrophe. Several delegations pointed out the low attendance at
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this fourth meeting by drousht-prone countries which were also affected by
desertification. Mozt of those countries were benefiting from the OAU FUND

for Drousbt Conmtrol: but have not shown enough interest to come and discuss
their problems at an enviromnmental forum each as this. The meeting
recommended & study of the problem involved and then it adopted the document
includineg the 1988-1989 Envircnment in Africa Work Pro-ramme. The meetln% also
noted that an international conference on the causes and consequences of

Lake Nyos disaster will be held shortly.

Asenda item 7(b): Prosress Report on the Development of Lnvironmental

Capabilities to Combat Desertificaticn and the Impacts of Drought
in the Africa rerion. (E/ECA/ENV/31)

206. The ECA Secbetariat highlicshted the poinfs in the above mentioned document.
In the discussion that followed, participants expressed the dissatisfaction that
the paper did not have updated information on combating desertification in all
the countries mentioned in the papers. Some delegates felt that the paper

did not give the historical context of most of the activities narticularly
goines back to the late 1970s and early 1980s. One delezate also complained

that only three of the five HULPOC sub-regions were reportec on in the pager.

207. Apart from an amendment on the entry under Angola which gave the late
attainment of independence as being the cause for its under development,

updates vere promised from Tanzania, Botswana_ Zimbabwe, Rwanda and Cameroon.

208, One delegate expressed the view that he had expected to see an evaluation
of the functionins of national environmental machineries so that an idea could
be got as to the envirommental onroblems that member States were facing. One
participant pointed out that it was the duty of member states to help the
secretariat in supplyineg the neceséary informatlou‘my fitting in questionnaire

that were sent t¢ them from the secretariat.

209. One participant questioned the sources of the information contained in the
paner saying that in his country there were several agencies dealing with
environment-relzted matters and that the secretariat should decide on what

national environmental machinery it should deal with.




O

TIECa/ TN UG/ EAV/ST/IV/L
Page 63

210. In reply to this point the chalrman pointed out that it was the duty
of the ﬂovernment to tell the chretariut which was the national lead agency

on env1ronmental matters with which the secretariat should deal and not the

reverse.

211. In reply to the remarks and issues raised by participants, the

secretariat said that all the amendments and editing errors pointed out will

be done. The Secretariat expressecd appreclation for the concern.of participants
about the scanty information contained in the paper on the functioning of
national environmental machineries. ue said that the Secretariat relies

on information it receives Iirom member States as some particinants had pointed
out and that the paper had stimulated the desire for member States to provide
updateé to the paper and hoped that this will continue s¢ that at the next

meetinz a more detailed paper could be presented.

212. In answer to the guestion of the sources of information in the paper,

on the Secretariat p01rted out that tiey got from country reports at the last
Joint Committee meetine and country reports at subsequent meeting on drought
and desertification. It was nointed out thaf the report dealt with the
sifuétion between the two meeting and did not intend to ro back beyond thaf
pericd.

213, In conclu31on th= sub committee recommended that the Secretariat under—
take an evaluation study on the functlonlng of national sub -regional and
regional environmental nachine les speC1ally for drought and desertification
control. The meetlng aiso took note of the request from the Secrétariat for
updates their country activities in the report eépecially in relation to the
regional plan of action to ¢ombat drou~ht as published in RURAL PROGRES3 Vol. 5

which was distributed at the mecting,
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Agenda item 7(e): Development of Environmental Training for

Technicians on Marine Pollution, Coastal Erosion and Depletion

of Marine Resources in the EEZ. (E/ZCA/TNV/32),

214, The UNECA Secretariate nresented the document in brief by Stating that

it was a summary of a consultant’s report on the topic indicated above.

215, The Secretariate requested that each member State should up-date annex
I of the document; which related to institutional resources for Monitoring
Pollution and depletion of livins resources in the coasts and Marine environment

in Africa.

216, The renresentative of the Secretariate stressed that DCA was mostly
interested in developinz national technical capabilities of Afvican countries.
for a systematic Yonitoring of Pollution in the coastal marine environment as

well as developing the manvower rescurces.

217. During the discussion, one delezate felt that the title and emphasis of
training of technicians . but he would have liked to see the area of‘training
marine ecologists at professional level stressed in the paper. Also clarification
was requested on the differences betucen sewage discharge and domestic/

commercial waste discharge and also on nesative pollution.

218. On answering the questions raised the secretariate pointed out tﬁat
negative pollution was a concept used to indicate pollution due to loss of
useful'ﬁéterial from the environment such as in~coastal erosion, as against
ordinary'ghxand wafer pellution caused by_addiﬁg toxic substances to the

environment.

21%. Another delegate pointed out that the document only. treated problems of
marine pollution, without mentioning nollution nroblems of rivers and lakes.
The ECA secretariate pointed out that UNEP has just started a programme on

inland waters to address such pollution problens.
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220. Another delegate observed that the environmental problems of sandd
corals and trachyte which are used in the building industry are a major
nroblem in the island countries of Africa. e saia that his country

has just started a project to study the imports on the marine 2nd inland.
environment , brought about by the exploitation of marine resources,

namely sand_  corals and trachvte.

221, After the discussion on this matter, the comaittee arreed to nake
a recommendation to stross the importance of developing policies, nuidelines

and rerulations on the environmental problems of harvesting sand, corals, and

trachyte on the islanéd environment.

Agenda item 7(f): Progress Report on the Implementation ol
ECA Resolutinn 578 (XXI) on the Afrijcan Ministerial Conference

on the Environment (Z/ECA/ENV/33)

222, In his contribution the UNEP
Representative emphasised the vital inportance of the financial contributions
ofGovernments for the success of the Cairo Programme of Action both as a
source of funds for the imrlemertation of the programme and as a catalyst for
attracting outside assistance by demonstrating the determination of African
Governments to help themselves. He stated that as of the end of January

1987 only 18 rovernments had indicated in affirmative terms thelr acceptance
of the financial arvanrements. He honed remalning Goveruments. will follow
suit.

223, ¥With rerard to the villa=e and stock-ralsing that since there projects
wore intended as grasg-roots activities bascd on-porular participation, they
occupied a positién of gpecial imnortance in the Cairo Prozramme, and their
success was crucial to the success of the entire programme. He said-pfeparatory
studies cn selected villages and stock-raising zones had started in Kenya,
Urzanda, Sudan and Zaire and action plans based on these studies would be
formulated for implementation Ly the GCovernments. He indicated that similar

action was envisaged for Senagal Fthiopia, Egypt and some other countries.
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The representative of UNEP said that the Second ileeting of the AMCEN in
June 1987 at Nairobi will consider the relationship and modalities for
cooperation with this Joint Commnittee. He also gave a summary of fellow up

actions taken so far on AMCENT.

224, In the discussion that follewed participants expressed the concern that .
the paper did not give them much information on what the secretariat was
doinz about sorting cut the modalities of co-operation between the Joint
Cormittee and the African lMinisterial Conference on the Lnvironment(ANMCEN) -
as contained in that resclution. Particinants expressed the concern that

the procedures for the exchange of ideas and reports betweon the two bodies were

not clear and wanted to know what the secrctariat was doing about this.

225, The representative of the secretariat explained after the Yaounde session

of the ECA Conference of Ministers which passed the resolution 578 (XXI) the
difficulties that arose werc linked with the fact that the Joint Committee

had its mandate from the General Assembly through the ECA Conference of

Hinisters and that any amendment to this mandate had to follow thco same procecure.
It was further explained that the most important mandate ol the Joint Committee
was to review the enviromment in Africa and Human Settlement work programmes

and make recommendations to the LCA Conference of Ministers and that this

role cannot be taken over by the African liinisterial Conference on the Lnvironment

whick was established by UMEP in collaboration with the ECA and the OAU.

226, In conclusion participants recommend that the secretariat should continue

to study the modalities of co-operation with AMCEIN.

Asende item 7(g). Report of LCA/WHO Inter-Agency Consultations on

Establishing an African Centre of lietecrolosical Applications for

" Development {ACMAD). Bujumbura, 8-1C October {E/ECA/ENV/34)

227. The representative of the secretariat hicrhlipghted the contents of document
E/ECA/EEV/3U. on the above joint LCA/UNMO expert group meeting organised in

response to ECA resolution 585(MXI)} to prepare 2 draft constitution of ACMAD
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and submit it to the twenty second session of the Commission through this Joint
Committee. He also highlighited the work of the consultants and recommendations
of the expert group oh the preparatory ascistance phase of the project on

ACHMAD Funded by UNDP.

228. Several delegatioans vaised peints for clarification on the main text and
on the draft constitution which was Annex III to the document. The ECA
Secretariat pointed out that on the funding of ACHMAD the sare resolution
585(XXI) had sucgested that potential host countries be willing to under-

write the capital and other costs of the Centre., Responses were being awaited
from Egypt, Xenya., Algeria, liger except Zeneial who has sent a reply that

it does not want tvo be considered as a potential host country. The Secretariat
also noted that even thourh donour usually cover most of the financing of an
ECA-sponsored Centre at its initial phase of 5 years, it was necessary for
member States to start with token contributions at the initial phase, with
sradual increase in contributions to enable governments to take over completely
when the donor withdraw after the Centre is fully established. The ¥MO
representative supplemented this by clarifying the structure of ACMAD as

shewn in the Organogram in Annex I and by explaining the meaning of Centre

of Excellence as the best that can be provided for Africa, and of evelving
needs of Africa’ in terms of the growth of meteorolozy to meet economic demands

in the continent.

229. On the drart constitution of ACMAD, several delegation sought clarification
on Articles 5 8,12 and 1G. The ECL Secretariat responded that on Article 5,
parag. 2(a), it was the nractice in establishing about 30 ECA-sponsored
institutioné for the Uxecutive Secretary to remain Chairman of the Board of
Governors at the initial phase until the institution was well established as
constant guidance was needed. lowever, it was noted that it was tne ECA
Conference of Ministers to wiich the Board reportsz through the Joint Committee,

o

that had the ultimate responsibility. On article & parag. 1. was pointed out
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that it was not necessary for the Centre to have previledres and immunities
in each member State, only where it is located. Article 12 on the Resources
of the Centre with parar. 1 suggesting that the finances of the Centre be
derived from contributions made bv member States has been dealt with in

the previous paragraph. Article 1% on Entry inteo Ferce did not meet the

approval of many delegations.

230. One delegation suggested that the matter be brought to the luéth instead
of the 13th LCA Conference of Ministers and another delezation sufgested that
for n~eographical balance, ACHAD should be located at Burundi where the WMO

Regional Office for Africa is located.

Finally on the establishment of ACMAD, the Sub-committee recommended that:

(i) this document E/ECA/EKV/34 both the draft constitution of ACMAD
as Annex ITI. be sent to all African Covernments for detailed

studv for the ECA Conference of HMinisters in April 1987.

(ii) the ECA Secretariat continues to contact donors besides UNDP

for the Centre ACHADL, and report to the Conference of Ministers.
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Annex I
DRAFT RESCLUTICH i HGA™ SETTLECTE TS
Considoring that rural oransformation basaed on sound regional and physizal

nlanring are vital to the implementation of APPER,

Conscious of the rich experiences availablie in Africh and the recd to
promote zxchances of these experiences among iis member States.

Avare of the Timited resources availabic for the develomment of member Statos,

2

An Eeal s to wmember States (s ﬂivb‘hiqhﬂr ariorite te physical nlooning,
devnlcpment ard panagenient of their taran setl aments:

‘ ‘Furtner‘apneags o member States to zive snecial Tocus on creating &n
enabline envirenmant for. the homelass, the roor and %he disadventage: arouns to
improve theoir own shelter and noisvbourhoods:

Urnas membar Jtatas to take immediate measures to interrate vhysical
]

rlarring and rural *rursforma+1nr policies and nroorarmes into ﬁat]ﬁnsl socio-
ecenamic develepment nlanning:

Recuests the Executive Secretary of ECA ir co-operation with the Ixecutive

Jirector of UNCHS (HADITAT), and the lanaaing Director of Shelter Africue, HiTP and tio

the ‘orid Bank an” other aid anencies to mobilize resocurces, for tha nravision
of technical ass1siaece upon recuest. from member States in the fermulation and
1mr19mcntat1oq of Shelter and human Sotilements nolicies and pronramacs.,

Reconnizinn that the buildina and censtructien sector nplavs 3 crucial role
in other sectors such as aoriculture, industry. transport and communicavions and
in the provision of physicai infrastructure in human scttisrments,

Urres merber States to promcle policies conducive to the deveionment of the
construction sector alonﬂ the foliowing lines:

{a) strrnrb”nn1ﬁn bt1151r“ materials development instituiions and jrcﬂuction
facilitios to produce indicenous buildine materials as well as its utilizatior and
to train Tocal techniciars, artisans fnr the construction of infrastructures and
implementation of rural traasformation:

(b) revision of the buildine codns and standards in consonance with tha
preva111nf c1rcumstancLs in member 1t?t05

(c) nr0n0L1rﬂ the informal secior r. i.e. the small SC&TE.COHtPaCﬁOPS building
co-operat1vrs as th;v are ]aJOQPFTﬂLEnS1V enternrises oroducinn can1ta1 for all
sectors of economy at a low Lar1ta- intensity-
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Page(g) developing of low-cost solutions for all building types an needs. This
could be done by the desisan and execution of pilot projects which establish

clear precedents for large scale projects:

(e} estaklishing and or strencthening existinc housing finance institutions
caterina for the poorest section of the scciety.

Commends the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Executive Director of UNCHS
(HABITAT) and the Hanaaing Director of Shelter Africue for their efforts io
formulate a major recional project desianed to assist African governments in the
development and production of indicenous building materials to meet the immediate
nésds of low-cost shelter and infrastructure construction;

Appeals to Shelter Afrique, UNDP and other aid acencies to oive favourable
consideration to providing the necessary f1nanc1a! resources for the effective
1mp1enentat10n of this proaect

Recoqn1z1nc that effective human setilements develocment reauires close
co-operation between the public and private sectors as we11 as community
participation at the local level,

Urges membar States to remove institutional barriers that may present
obstacles in the efforis of the poor and disadvantaged areups to improves their
ovn shelter and neizhbourhoods:

Recommends that member States explicitly promote community participation
in human settlements planning, development and managemant and adapt nolicies and
programmes that would enable the people to fully rarticipate in meeting their own
shelter and related needs.

‘Recognizing that the development of the numan settlements sector renuires
the availability of trained human resources at all levels,

floting the high priority given to training.in the field of human settlements
by Governments, ECA and UHCHS (HABITAT) in the respective work procrammes,

Requests the Executive Secretary in co-operation with LHICHS (HABITAT). to
assist member States in promoting human resources development to meet the
requirements of urban and rural settlements inter-alia, through: (a) development
of training materials, (b) ornanization of training courses and uorksh0959
{c) establishment of networks of human sett]ements training 1n9t1tut1ons
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(.; continuous assessment and cvaluation of human settlements training in
Africa, (e) rmebilization of rosources and co-ordination of the rroarammes of

various 2id orranizations concerned with bhuman settlements training in Africa.

dotine that the 1987-1207 and the zdium=term Pricrities for momber States
1890-1295 s presented under the work preararmes of ECA have boen prepared in
collaboration with UECHS (HARITAT) in arder to znsure effective co-ordination and
havrmonizaticn of activities in the crea of human settlements i the reqion,

Endorses the 183L-192% work procrammes and the lediun-term Prioritiss for
mamber States 1990-1995 in tho human settiements scctor, as preposed by the
ixecutive Secretury.
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SABFT RECCTTMOATIONS Git EINVIPOMN ENTAL DATTERS

I. Arenda item 7 (a)

This Commitioe reaucsts the Secrotariat to appeal to these drought
strickon countries in future to cadcavour to particinate in environmental
. rentings of ¢his nature so as to share their oxeeriepcos with othar

* %

member countries.

II. Paenda item 7 (b)
c The fourth reetine of ibe Joirt Interaovernmental Recional Commitiee on
. durkn Set{lements and Enyirovment %fter-exam1n1ng the rrograss report on

the development of snvirvopmensal capabilities to combat desertificaticn and
the impacts of droucht in the Africa reoion (document T/ECA/LINM/3T),
racormends o the ECA Secrotarial to undertake an cvaluatiorn of the

Cevolution of descriificatisn ond drousht in Africa in relaticn with the efforts
being undertaken by anencies wording on combatine desertification.

" To facilitate this evaluation which should be submitted to the Fifth
meeting of the Jdoint Committue, »n apn=al is —2de to membor States to
forward the nocessary data (informotion) to ECA and resneond to quostionnaires
that will be sent cut fo this offect.

III.  Acence item 7 (b)

The meetine recommended the integration of prograsmes of human settle-
ments tovatner with those of Toresis anc soiis renanument aanCOQSGFV3t10ﬂ?

Considering:

- the diract relationshin botweon the establishmont of human settlements
and utitization of forcest rescurces, espec1a1,y for builainn noles
and fuelwood: '

- the forest resources nust nlay an important role in the supply of basic
commoditics in srace ang time. aspacially for the rural communitics:

Recormends:

= the stronothening of the capabilities of the resonective countrics of the
recion in both fields. in order tc set un plars and rrocrames for
settleononts, and fekine inte account the production capacity of lands ard
forests vis-a-vis the nceds of the commuritios;

- that the FAl's Tropical Foresiry Action Plan becomos the main tool to
chanael the activities which are airizd 2t 2 Jdoveloning and conservipn
the forest and s0i1 resnurces of the centinent, closeiy with rural

develooment activities.

1 P g
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IV, Agenda itom 7 {e)

V.

VI.

The Conforonce recommends thet the island countries take appropriato action

- hased on their realities at & national levsl to protect the rmarine snvirvonment,

in particular activities associatod with the exnloifation of marine rosourc:s,
namely sand, corals and trachyte. Ue therefore racommend that, a rcaional

project ba developed to st&dy the existing state of the art of the :
exploitation of marine resaurces such as sand, corals and‘tr&chyﬁc, and .
make appropriate reccommendations to state concerned: that ECA and UMEP should

look at the anpropriate modalities for -lovalonine such 2.resicnal nrolect .

andg find the financial resources to implemcat the project.

Acenda item 7 (f)
After cxamining the grooross report o2 the imnlementation of resslution

572 (%A1) on the African MHnistsrial Conforence on the Environment (RCED)
the Fourth meeting of the Joint Committas rocommendsd that tho Sccretariat
should continue to study the modalitiss of collaboration with UMEP and QAU
in the implomentation of the Cairo programme. a5 weli as thalt on ce-operation

0

between A'CEH and this Joint Cormittec.
Acenda item 7 ()
Faving consicered the rcport of the ECA/MC Inter-aconcy meating on
the cstablishment of ACUAD:
Considerirs that the fundamental problems rolatine to firarncino, providing

cauipiant | hov membor States were {o pay their contributiors and whers the
ncadnuarters of ACTHY would he nstablished had still not boen resolved.

The Committce recormends that tlo Executive Scerotavy of TCA should:

(#} Pursuz his contacts with the Unitec lations Enviromment Proaramme and
octhor international anencies in order to sacure the funds neadod to Tinance
the activities of ACTAL-

{b) . Corvinue the Joint ECA/HD study on telecormunication i Ffrica
financad by the Fedoral Republic of lenmany iv order to find the apprepriat,
gquiprent for ACIAD:

(¢) Undariske, on the besis of the criteria sclectoed, technical visits to
the countrics willing to host ACHAD: '

(47 Submit a detailed renort on these fundarertal problams to the
fourtcenth ordinary session of the FCA Conference of !inisters.
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Any other business {agonda item T)

The Chairman informed the fomnitice that sorme gelarations have
Sy

asted ¢raftine a note of sympathy o "rosidont Biva of tiw Reoublic

ne
f Cameroon on the Lake Tvos natural cas disaster. The messano of

[w]

syimnathy drafted was read.

£t the suogosiion of another delecaiion. one mivute silence was

observed for the victins of the dizastor,






