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A.. ATTEITDAHCE AHD ORGANIZATION OF TJOHK

1. The Fourth Meet Ins of the Joint Intergovernmental Regional Committee on

luman Settlements end Environment was held at EGA, Ad.'is Ababa fran 9 to

13 Februar^t937^i

2. The meeting was attended by representative of the following member States

of the Economic Commission for Africa: Algeria. Botswana, Burundi, Cameroon,

Chad, Congo, Cote d'lvoire, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana,

Guinea, Kenya, Malawi, I'nuritius, Kozsmbique, Nigeria, R*anda, Senega, Sierra-

Leone, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Zaire, Zambia =ad" -■

Zinbr.bwc*

3. The following countries were represented at the meetin* by observers:

Cuba, France, Holy See, Hungary, Italy, Jamaica, Sweden, Switzerland, Union

Socialist Soviet Republic, Venezuela and Vietnam.

4. The following United nations Organs, organizations and bodies were

rep-resented at the meeting Food and Agriculture .Organization (FAO) , International

Labour Organization (ILO), International Telecommunication Union (ITU),

United Nations Centre for Zumen Settlements (UBCHS) (Habitat), United Nations

Development Programme (UHDP), United Nations Knvironment Programme (UHEP),

United Rations Educational, scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),

World Food Frosranme (WP), Horld Health Organization (THiC) and 'Torld

Meteorological Organiz tion 0:«0) .

5. The following intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations attended

as observers: Africa Union of Architects (AUA), International Council for

EuiUtes Research, Studies and Documentation (CIS) and United States Agency for

International Development (USAID).

Election of officers

6,. The following officers were elected to the bureau:

Chairman Hon- Henri DUVAL» ^iriister of
Lands and Environment, Mauritius

First Vice-Chairman Kon. Guy l^ZCUBA^DAtiA, Hinistre

1'habitat et du logement, Gabon
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Second Vice-Chairman Hon. Dr. P.Y. HGWAflDU, Minister of Lands

and Urban development, Tanzania

Third Vice-Chairman ;^. El-Kady MEHHAT, Second Secretary,

Egyptian Embassy, Addis Ababa

Rapporteur ?;r. Emmanuel OFOFI-AHYINAII, Special

Assistant of the Minister, Ghana

r. AGENDA ' .

Adoption of the Agenda and Organization of Work

7. The Joint Committee adopted the following as contained in document ;

E/ECA/IG?X/ns/SHV/e7/IV/IHF.l with amendment in the item 7 Environmental

Matters.

1* Opening of the neeting

2. Flection of officers

3. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

4. Plenary session for presentation of working documents on:

(a) Human Settlements matters5

(b) Environmental matters

5. Plenary session for the presentation of country reports on the

national state of human settlements and on the environment

6. T.Tor!:ing group A on Human Settlements matters:

(a) Progress Report on Human Settlements Activities since last

Meeting (F./KCA/niS/22);

(b) Integrating Human Settlements Policies and Programmes into

National Socio-economic Development Planning: Framework and

Hethcdologies (r,/ECA/HUS/24) ;

(c) An Integrated Approach to the Evaluation of Building Construction

Needs of the African Region (E/ECA/HUC/26);

(d) Programmes for Promoting Institutionalized Public Participation

Systems in Human Settlements (E/SCA/IIUS/25) ;

(e) Programmes for Establishing or Strengthening Training Facilities

for Human Settlements Personnel at all levels of Africa

(E/ECA/HTTC/23);

(f) Human Settlements TTork Programme 1980-l?09
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7. WorMng Group T on Environmental Matters:

(a) Progress Report on 1986-1937 Environment in Africa ProCramme

Activities since the last Meeting, including Consideration of

Environment la Africa TJorh ^rograrane for 19CB-1939 biennium

(E/EGA/.EUV/35);

(b) Prosress Report on the Development of Environmental Capabilities

to Combat Desertification and the Impacts of Drought In the

African Region (E/ECA/EHV/31);

(c) Prevention of Encroachment on Arable Land in Africa (E/ECA/SI1V/

24/Rev.l);

(d) Developing National Environmental Standards in Africa (E/ECA/EHV/17)

(e) Development of Environmental Training for Technicians on Karine

Pollution, Coastsl Erosion and Depletion of Marine Resources in

the EEZ (E/ECA/EI1V/32);

(f) Cairo Ministerial Conference and Progress Report on ECA Resolution

578(XXI) (E/ECA/E1H7/33);

(g) Report of ECA/1 SIC Inter-Agency Expert Consultations on Establishing

an African Centre of lleteorological Applications for Development

(AQ1AD), Bujumbura, 3-10 October 1986 (E/ECA/ESIV/34) ;

(h) Study of the .impacts on the marine and inland environment brought

about the Exploitation of liarine Resources, namely land, corals

ant1 trachyte.

Opening Addresses

8. In his opening statement, Professor Adebayo Adedeji, the United nations

Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for

Africa, highlighted the following.

9. He noted that wher. the Joint Intergovernmental Regional Committee on Kumar

Settlements and Environment met last 22-26 July 1935, the African continent

was £0inC throuCh one of the worst crisis of its history. He said of particular

concern was the drought which ravaged tie continent, with all its attendant

problems such as famine, malnutrition and homelessness. He noted that because

of the severity of the unprecedented drought was, it is encumbent upon all of us

to carefully assess the experience and see whet lessons can be dra?-m from it.

He no tad that the drouSht demonstrated very clearly the unprepaxedness of many
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affected member States for dealing with such calamities even though they are

recurrent in some parts of the African Continent. It has revealed the fragility

of our organizational and physical infrastructure he noted.

10. i:e observed that it is not surprising that the Assembly of :Teads of

State and Governments of the OAU emphasized in their Friority Programme for

Economic Recovery (APPER) the need fcr a scenario of development based on the

rural sector, when it is considered that 80 percent of the population of most

African countries do, and will for sometime continue to, live ir- rural areas.

Natural resources, raw materials and agricultural potential as yet unexploited

are to be found in abundance in rural Africa, It is obvious that development

should spring from such natural endowments and population resources he

pointed out.

11. He observed that four years ?go, the General Assembly of the United

Nations designated 1907 as International Year of Shelter for the Homeless, this

theme he said is very close to our hearts since wes in Africa, have to live

with the problem of shelter for the homeless daily. T?e exterded gratitude

to UITCIIG (habitat) and the many donor countries wuo T;ere implementing shelter

projects to alleviate the plight of the boneless in developing countries.

12. On the role of human settlements in the development process, he observed

that problems exist because or the discontinuities between primary cities,

towns and villages as shown by the pattern of scattered human settlements

characteristic of the African rural hinterland. He therefore sur;rested that

a deliberate programme aimed at promoting networks of rural townships should

be conceived to divert the flow of migrants to large cities and to'reduce

the cost of infrastructure for rural transformation. To remove the spatial

imbalances therefore there is need for massive investment in social infrastructure

and services with a view to reducing over dependence on industrialized

countries.

13. Ke stated the EGA secretariat is focusing its effort on giving Africans

the means to provide themselves with adequate shelter. Accordingly, we have

prepared a regional project proposal on the development of indigenous building

material industries in Africa for consideration by U1JDP under its fourth

Regional Programming Cycle. For sone years, EGA has concentrated on various

aspects of the building materials sector particularly on institutional framework,
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promoting research activities and generally sensitizing member Governnents to

the needs for production of local building materials as a means of accelerating

housing programmes for the poor and the needy, he observed.

14. He pointed out that because of the severe physical damage caused by the

last prolonged drought and its devastating impact on the social and economic

conditions of more tliaa two-thirds of the African countries, member States

were compelled to adopt, (with the assistance of ECA and tie OAU), the African

Friority Programme for Economic Recovery (AP?ER), 1936-1990. Environmental

components in AP?ER and in the related United Nations Progrsnme of Action for

Africa's Economic Recovery and Development, 19C6-1990 (UN-PAAERD) are based on

the Regional Tlan of Action to Combat the Impacts of Drought in Africa which

resulted from the deliberations of the Scientific Round Table on the Climatic

Situation and Drought in Africa. The Friority Programme incorporates medium-

to long-term measures to promote environmentally-sound management of water,

energy and soil resources for the rehabilitation of agricultures and. to

promote self-sufficiency in food production in the continent. I hope that the

country reports prepared for this meeting will adequately reflect your

Government's plans, policies and programmes for combating desertification and

the impacts of drought within the context of the African Priority Programme and

the UN Programme of Action.

15. Another outcome of the Scientific Hound Table on the Climatic Situation

(and he noted that Drought in Africa), was the recommendation in F-CA resolution

528 0:iX) and decisions talcen in resolution 540(XX) of April 153 5 to establish

an advanced African Centre of ileteorological Applications for Development (ACIAD)

Since the last report on ACMAT to you, CCA and T-*l0, witl: strong inter-agency

support, have been looking into the technical facilities availalbe and in use

at five potential host countries for the Centre, and have been implementing a

preparatory assistance phase of the project. In your capacity ae advisers on

environmental natters, you will be examining the draft constitution for the

Centre, the host country agreement and technical criteria for determining the

location of the Centre, the proposed structure and functions of the Centre, and,

most crucial of all, the financial arrangements ;":or ttie running of the Centre.
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15. The Executive Director of UHCKS (Ilabitat) noted that the most significant

trends affecting human settlements development in the last two decades uere the

rapid rate of urbanization and the rural decline and Ion productivity of

agriculture. These and other issues relating to the planning development

and management of human settlements should, he said, constitute a vital part

of the agenda for African economic and social recovery.

17. Ee said that given the scale of the urban challenge £nd the limited public

financial and institutional resources, community participation and private

sector involvement should be encouraged in human settlements development and

service delivery. He called attention to the TP1CHS and DATIIDA collaboration

in the field of publie/community participation and training. He steted that

45 percent of Habitat's on-^oing projects are in the Africa Region and that

as at the beginning of 1987 UHCHC (Habitat) was implementing 72 human

settlements projects in African countries and there i«re 57 other projects in

the pipeline.

18. He called, for an integrated approach to regional planning and for the level

development of secondary urban centres as tools for stimulating rural development.

On the question of building materials ?nd construction industry, he suggested

the removal of the constraints on it in order to stimulate economic development

on the continent. He suggested several policy shifts to achieve this objective

including approved use of local materials and labour, revision of building codes

and standards, removing of institutional constraints on the private building

sector and promotion of the informal sector, etc. Tie outlined with specific

examples, the way in which unCHS (Habitat) has assisted African countries in some

o£ these tasks and informed delegates that UI7CHS (habitat) and EGA were consulting

on the implementation of a regional project to assist African countries in the

development and production of indigenous building materials to meet the

immediate needs of low-cost shelter and infrastructure construction. Ha took the

opportunity to announce a Workshop on the formulation of standards and specifi

cations for local building materials vhich is scheduled to take placo in Nairobi

from 16 to 20 ISarch 1957.

19. Ue reminded participants of the International Year of Shelter for the

Homeless (IYSH) this year 19S7 and that U!TCIIS (habitat) is the Secretariat and

head Agency. :ie pointed out that in Africa, 45 countries have designated national
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focal points for co-ordinating their national IYSH programmes ?nd that

120 projects have been designated as IYSK demonstration projects in .these

countries. He also outlined the role of UNCHS (Habitat) in Human Settlements

Training activities and in those of the National Liberation movements In

Africa, especially populations oppressed by apartheid.

20. In conclusion, he emphasized tfcat in order to enhance the opportunities for

African economic and social recovery it was extremely important that human

settlements policies Eind strategies and physical planning should be integrated

into national development planning, and that local small-scale construction

industries and increased investments in human resources development should be

promoted.
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21. The representative of the Executive Director UNEP expressed the fact

that the nature and causes of the African crisis have been discussed and

analysed at length in .any fora, and few would disagree that what was now

mostly required was action rather than words effective problem solvin

must be based on sound diagnostic approaches. ^ven as readies were bein,

applied the search for causesW continue usinr increasingly refined "
and sophisticated tools and approaches.

22. He said that WiEP as the world body charged with the protection and care

of the global environment, was particularly anxious that due attention

should be ;:iven to the environmental dimensions of the African problem.

Undoubtedly many external factors, such as world economic and political ""

forces trade imbalances. unpredictable changes in consumption habits as well

as the vagaries of climate and weather, had all been at play. However, the

factors which really stroke at the root of the problem were environmental in

nature and largely internal in origin. Looking at the situation closely

and objectively. UNEP was of the view that Africa was moving towards environ

mental bankruptcy. As a result of mismanagement, indifference and misguided

economic and social policies, Africa's once rich natural resource base and

natural ecosystems had been over-taxed and over-exploited to the point where

valuable life-support systems that had been build up over many centuries, had
now been seriously damaged.

23. In large parts of Africa, the removal of natural vegetation cover by man

and livestock lead to rapid impoverishment of the soil. The last 100 years

had seen a 150 kilometer-wide belt on the southern edge of the Saharan zone turn

into non-productive desert: due to the destruction of the fertility of its
soil.

24. He pointed out that the first African Ministerial Conference on the

environment held in Cairo in December 1985 under the sponsorship of UNEP

in collaboration with the OAU and the ECA focused on these problems, the

Conference adopted a Prosramme of Action aimed at mobilizing the scientific
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and technical resources available in Africa to give support to the

sustainable development of natural resources and the protection of the

environment in all countries of the continent, with the basic priority

objective of achieving self-sufficiency in food and energy. On the local

involvement in the planning and execution of development programmes.

The abscence of participation by the local communities have caused such

activities fail.

25. He concluded that the underlying philosophy of the Cairo Programme of

Action was that African governments and African peoples must now take the

continent's development into their own hands, relying first and foremost on

their own material and human resources and directing their energies to goals

which they themselves had identified.

26. UNEP in cooperation with ECA and OAU is acting as the Secretariat for

the Conference to assist with the implementation of the Cairo Plan of Action

which would make a valuable contribution to APPER and to the United Nations

Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990

by the General Assembly earlier this year,

27. The Managing Director of Shelter-Afrique drew attention to the high urban

population growth rate in Africa and the demands this phenomenon makes on

housing and other human settlements aspects. He said this was the focus of

attention of his Organisations and that Shelter-Afrique was the answer

to the continent's housing problems. This^ he said, meant that Shelter-

Afrique 5 with a current membership of 24 African countries, should have

capacities for enhancing the mobilization of domestic resources,, providing

funds, technical services and advice on low-cost construction as well as

exploring other avenues of favourable external financing for viable and

appropriate housing construction projects including those for the poor. He

lamented the low priority given to Human Settlements development in the African

Priority Programme for Economic Recovery. He assured participants that

Shelter-Afrique possess the will and the determination to assist African

countries in their strive towards socio-economic development, particularly in

the shelter sector.
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28. He then called on African countries who are not yet members of

Shelter-Afrique9 to assist in Shelter-Afrique*s efforts by acceding to and

taking equity subscription in the Organisation. He hoped that by the time

of the next meeting of the Joint Inter-Governmental Regional Committee on

Human Settlements and Environment,, that Shelter Afriques paid-up membership

would have included all member countries of the ECA or OAU.

29. He outlined his organisations collaborative efforts with other organisa

tions including UNCHS(Habitat) ADBJ ECA, UNDP, USAID and the World Bank.

He informed that Shelter-Afrique is working on a programme to set up new

finance institutions and strengthening existing ones as a major means of

mobilizing domestic resources. A proposal has already been made to a

member government to establish jointly with Shelter-Afrique and a private bank,

a housing finance institution that will respond to this requirement.

Shelter Afrique is also focussing attention and supporting the promotion of

viable building materials industry in Africa, with a current study involving

six countries in the continent.

30. Concluding he reiterated the importance of Shelter in over all socio-

economic development and called on African countries to support and strengthen

their human settlements policies and programmes so that the shelter situation

in the continent could be improved for all segments of the population.

C. ACCOUNT OF PROCEDINGS

Opening Addresses

Plenary Session

Human Settlements

31. The ECA representative introduced document E/ECA/HUS/22 which gave an

overview of the main activities undertaken by the secretariat of the Commission

during the period August 1985 to January 1987 with regard to the human settlements.
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These activities are;

(i) study on mechanisms for integrating human settlements

programmes in the socio-economic development process.

study on the development of training facilities for human

settlements personnel^

(ii) study on an inteprated approach to the evolution of needs

with respect to construction in Africa,

(iii) study on means of establishing programmes for institutionalizing

popular participation in housing for low-income group ,

(iv) study on institutional mechanisms for the formulation and

implementation of human settlements policies in Africa,

(v) activities for the promotion of research on building and

building materials had been undertaken ,

(vi) Expert group meeting on human settlements and its inclusion

in socio-economic planning had been organized„

(vii) and a workshop and study tour on human settlements planning

was organized in co-operation with the USSR government,

with experts from 24 African countries attending the workshop

and study tour.

32. In addition to substantive activities programmed for 1986-1987a the

secretariat has contributed to the work on the International Year of Shelter

for the Homeless. AccordinglyA a paper has been prepared entitled ;'Con-

tribution of the ECA to the International Year of Shelter and the Homeless"'.

This paper will be tabled for discussion at the Fourth Joint Meeting. The

revised document incorporating comments of the Joint Committee will be

presented to the Tenth Session of the Commission on Human Settlements scheduled

for April 1987 in Nairobi.
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33. In pursuance of the recommendations of the third meeting of the Joint

Intergovernmental Regional Committee, ECA has maintained contact with the

United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (UNCKS - HABITAT). A co-operation

agreement between the two organizations is being finalized and their respective

work programme will be harmonized.

34. ECA participated actively in the preparation and the deliberations of the

regional seminar on Squatter Settlements and Low-cost Housing which it

organized jointly with UNESCO, the Experimental Centre for Research and Study

for Building and Public Works (CEBTP) in Paris and the Ministry of Urban

Development and Housing of Socialist Ethiopia from 18 to 21 November 1985

in Addis Ababa.

35. At the request of Environment and Development in the Third World (ENDA)

and the United Nations University (UNU), ECA participated in the organization

of a seminar on Food and Energy for the Urban Deprived Population in Africa

from 9 to 13 December 1985 in Addis Ababa.

36. At the invitation of the German Foundation for International Development

(DSE) and the International Savings Dank Institute (ISSI) of Geneva and the

German Savings Banks and Giro Association (DSGB), ECA participated in a

seminar organized in West Berlin, the Federal Republic of Germany, from 15

to 23 January 19G6 to which 11 African countries had been invited. The African

countries were mostly represented by Directors of National Banks. The main

topic of the seminar was on financing housing for low-income earners in Africa.

37. ECA also maintained contact with several organizations including FAO,

ILO and the International Union of Testing and Research Laboratories for

Materials and Structures (RILEM) in order to implement Joint activities.

38. The problems encountered in implementing activities are that the

contribution of human settlements to overall development is rarely appreciated

to its full extent. Hence the resources allocated to human settlements

programme are not commensurate with its pivotal role in the overall development

process. In view of the budgetary constraints under which the United Nations

system is operating the operational budget of the Human Settlements has been

severely reduced. Consequently, staff members of the Section were unable to

render advisory services to member States and mobilize extrabudgetary resources

for the implementation of the human settlements programme.
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Environment

39. under the aGenda item 4(b), the KCA representative presented the seven

working documents on environmental matters at the plenary session. He started

with document E/ECA/E^V/35 on Progress Report on the 1936-1987 Environment in

Africa iTork Programme activities since the third meetins of the Joint Committee

in July 1985, including consideration of the future wor^ pro-ramme for the 1S03-

1989 biennium. "e stated that the Process Report Tjas in three parts dealinS

with first, the implementation of resolutions arising from the recommendations

made at the Third neetin3 of the Joint Corcnittee; secondly, a survey 0? the

environmental matters bein- considered at this Fourth meeting, and thirdly a

brief on future worU prosramme activities for the next hisnnium.

40. As a result of the discussion of the report of the Third Meeting of the

Joint Committee (document F7ECA/CK.12/S) at the Twelfth EGA Conference of

Ministers meeting in Yaounde, Cameroon in April 1936, two SCA resolutions were

adopted, namely 585(XXI) on the "Establishment of an African Centre of

Ileteorological Applications for Development (ACHAD)" and 572(3X1) on "Development

of environmental capabilities in Africa", this latter resolution (578) is in three

parts reflecting the environmental topics discussed at the Third meetins, namely

Part 1: Development of national environmental standards for the protection of

the African environment, as an EGA joint activity uith the African Regional

Organization for Standardization (ARSO) • "art Us Implementation of conventions

and protocols on the environment, as another 3CA joint activity wit* the OAU

and Fart III: on Institutional:!* at ion of the African tfinipterial Conference

on the Environment (AI'CEH) ,

41. The ECA representative then pointed cut that the agenda as adopted for this

Fourth meeting will continue to deal with both the ACMAD topic on the establish

ment of the Centre (see document "/ECA/EHV/34) and on the African Ministerial

Conference on the Environment (/tlCKH) activities in document F./ECA/EUV/33. Also

a technical publication (E/iXA/ElTv/17) (for information only) has been produced

on"3evelopin«> Rational' ^nvironaental Standards in Africa" to provide guidelines

to ner-iber States involved in developing physical environmental standards as well

as social standards as codes of conduct to halt environmental degradation through

deforestation and soil erosion, drought and desertification; human uaste disposal
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and industrial pollution. F.c further pointed out that besides the recurrent

and severe problems cf the tar acts of drought and combating desertification

in Africa, two new areas of environmental concern were: one on the "prevention

of encroachment on arable la..ds in Africa" as indicated in document K/ECA/EMV/

24/Rev.l, end the other on "Development of environmental training for technicians

Oil marine pollution, coastal erosion and depiction of marine resources in the

exclusive economic zone (EEZ)" (see document E/ECA/EEV/32).

42. The ECA representative said that in the area of environmental training,

EGA has been involved in joint project activities with T317E? on the "Incorporation

of environmental components into the training prosranmes of eleven ECA-

sponsored subrecional and resional institutions" under the project FP/3102-

84-02(2367). This progress report indicates that ECA has undertaken two

preliminary joint activities, namely: an ECA/UITEP/ADB Trainers workshop at the

African Development EsnU, Abidjan, Cote d'lvoire in November 1035 and a similar

ECA/UiJEP/SSAMI workshop at UI7SP, Hair obi in ?eceraber 1986. The two workshops

brought lecturers together for ten cays each to develop an Interdisciplinary

Environmental Core Curriculum for:

(i) environments.! mana^emert and development;

(ii) environmental assessment snd standardisation;

(iii) drought end desertification control;

(iv) environmental health and sanitation; end

(v) environmental aspects of population trends and resources use.

The core curriculum will be published sho'tly by UNE? for use by the ECA-sponsored

institutions which train upto 2 50C government planners, business managers,

technicianc, administrators, bnnkere and so on, every year. Finally the

prosress report calls for comments from the experts of the Joint Committee on

the proposed Environment in Africa work programme for 190C-1939 as submitted

in the document E/ECA/EI-1V/34,

43. The ^CA representative pointed out that the document 3/^CA/ENV/31 on the

Development of Environmental Capabilities to Combat Pesartification and the

Iripacts of Drought in Africa under agenda item 7 (b) , was the central tlieme of

the environiiental activities t be discussed at this Joint Committee meeting.

The impacts of drought and the process cf decertification uhich have aggravated

the economy of about two-thirds of tire African countries f'r the last two decades,
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are contributing factors to the current African economic and social crisis.

Hence, they'form the focal points for the environmental aspects of the African

Priority Programme for Economic Recovery (APPF-'O ai*5 its related United nations

?ro-ramme of Action (UHP/AERB). The environmental issues examined in t>e other

documents beinj presented here, such as the impacts of urban encroachment and

soil degradation on arable land us-., the role of the African Centre of

Meteorological Applications for Development (ACl-teD) , the need for promoting

manpower development in environmental training and the activities involved

in the Cairo Programme of the African Ministerial Confsrence on the "nvironment

(AISCEN), are all supporting efforts towards combat ins the impacts of drought

and desertification within V.-e context of the APPITw

44. The ECA representative emphasized that the subregional approach on the

development of enviroisnen-'al capabilities to combat desertification and the

impacts of drought in the region, has been adopted. National activities of

selected countries and of subre^ion^l Intergovernmental organizations such as

3ADCC, CILSS and ICADB, within each of the ?IUL?OCs (Ilultinational Profcrammirc

and Operationa: Centres) involved based at Tangier, Niamey and IusaUa, have been

examined. Also tie efforts of the United Nations (UHEP, DIIFO. FAO, W..T). UHSSCO)

and' the Organization of African Unity have been summarized, including the

future plans of ECA in combatinS desertification and the impacts of drought.

Ke then appealed tc the experts to updats or to submit, a summary of their

country activities in this area vis-a-vis the implementation of the APPF-R and

the United Hations Programme of Action,

45. On agenda item 7(c)s Prevention of Encroachment en Arable Lands in Africa,

the 7.CA representative pointed out that document E/*CA/^!V/24/?ev.l was the

result of inter-a^ency consultations on the problem vrit^ UHS", U1TBSCO and FAG,

as well as from discussions with African experts on the subject for their

country experiences during an ad-hoc^ Expert Croup meet ins ir. September 1985.

He said that the land use situation in Africa has been examined un-'er agricultural

practices t':at maintain the ecological balance for promoting soil regeneration

as against those farming practices t^at lead to soil degradation in soil erosion

and its loss from arable land. Another aspect of the rrob!em examined in the

report was the actual encroachment on arable lands situated around cities, towns

and villages, by the rapid processes of urbanization an-* rural-urban population
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migration. Urbanization in tie construction of dwellings, transportation and

conmunieations infrastructure, industrial development activities, airports,

recreation and tourist facilities, has been a serious constraint on arable

land availability and use in Africa as population growth rate and that of

main cities and towns escalate above world averages,

46. The EGA repressntative pointed out to the Joint Coari.ittee that the problem.

wcs most serious in small African countries with hi^h population density

(Burundi, Rwanda, the Indian Ocean Islands) as well as in drought-jrone African

countries with over 70 percent aridlands, such as the North African countries9

Mauritania, Mali, iTiger, Chad and the Gudan around the Sahara desert, Somalia

in the Chalbl Desert and Botswana in the Kalahari Desert areas. He stated

that the report also reviews the on-;;oin2 activities of the riaitn United

Nations bodies investigating the problem. He concluded by urging member

States to examine the problem as indicated by the country reports from Nigeria,

the Sudan and Cote d'lvoirs in the report and to make recommendations on land

use planning,, national soils rnd Isnd use policies, and or- the conservation of

natural resources for soils end water management.

47. The SCA representative then presented document E/ECA/EW/32 under

agenda item 7(e): Development of Environmental Training for Technicians on

IJarine Pollution, Coastal Erosion and Depletion of Marine Resources in the

Exclusive Economic Zone (F"Z). He said that ECA co-operates mainly with UNEP

and IKCO, UjTESCC to implement United Nations Prosrsmmes to assist African

countries in the protection of their marine environment. These are:

(i) the UNE? Regional Seas and Coastal Areas Programmes, four of which

namely: the L'editerranean, the Red Sea and Gulf, the West and

Central African, and the East African, cover the African continent;

(ii) the UUEGCO/ECA co-operation on the development of marine science

and technology in Africa; and

(iii) the ECA projects relating to the Convention on the Law of the Sea.

He noted that within this context, the SCA paper ic stressing the need for

middle-level technicians manpower training to monitor various Itindc of marine

pollution thrt can destroy or reduce the potential marine resources such as

shell-fish and fish stock in the V&.Z, which ohould be rationally exploited

for economic development.
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48. The ECA representative also pointed out that the document examines the three

problems relating to the development and protection of: the African marine environ

ment, namely: marine pollution; coastal erosion; and depletion of living

resources. He said that emphasis was put on the sources of marine pollutants

namely from sewage discharge, domestic, industrial and agricultural chemicals

waste discharges through river run-offs, mining activities, oil and dangerous

chemical pollution from slips at sea and radio-active nuclear discharges. He

noted that coastal erosion wac cauoinc untold damage to seaside towns and

villages along the Nest African and last African coasts as development activities

in the construction of jetties and quays and in beach sand harvesting alter- the

wave patterns. He concluded, by requesting the experts to examine the problems

of training marine technicians in Africa, and the need for developing national

environmental pollution control policies. The experts were requested to update

the information on marine institutions listed country by country in the annex

to the report.

49. Under agenda item 7(f) on the Implementation of ECA resolution 578(XXI)

on the Cairo Programme of Action of the African Ministerial Conference on the

5nvironnent (ATiCEU) , the ECA representative sa:d that the progress report in

document E/ECA/SUV/33 brought to the attention of the meeting t!:e activities

of the joint secretariat of the Conference, consisting of UNEP, ECA and the

OAU. Since ECA has endorsed the institutionalization of the AMC2E Conference

to meet every year, the paper reports on ECA's activities at the First Inter-

Agency'forking Group meeting ir July 193S and at the Conference Secretariat

to implement the Cairo Programme of Action. Furthermore, he said that the

paper brings to the attention of the meeting the deliberations of the First

Bureau meeting of the ALICEtJ Conference held in October 1986 at which it was

reported that the four Conference Committees on deserts and aridlands, on

forests and woodlandss on rivers end lahe basins snd on seas respectively,

were holding their first meetings Lo prepare draft terms of reference on their

structure, worh programme and financial requirements. Also, five of the eight

technical co-operation, networks ;*ere being established with the regional

co-ordinatir.g units (PXUs) located at selected African host countries namely

the nCU for soils and fertilizers at the Soil Research Institute of the Council

for Scientific and Industrial Research, Kumasi, Ghana; the RCU for energy at
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the Centre for the Study and Research on Renewable Sources of Energy in Dakar,

Senegal^ and the RCU for water at the Tater Resources Institute, Cairo, Egypt.

The RCU for environmental monitoring was located at the Global Environmental

Monitor ing (GEMs) Unit at UNEP, Nairobi while that on climatology was temporarily

located at the T<MO Regional Office for Africa in Bujumbura, Burundi until the

AC11AD Centre was located in a host country. He concluded by requesting the

experts to make recommendations on the modalities for this Joint Committee to

serve as an advisory group of African experts to the African Ministerial

Conference on the Snvlronnent uhose le^al status uao being studied.

50. On agenda item 7(g): Report of the ECA/WHO Inter-Agency Consultations

on establishing an African Centre of lieteorological Applications for Development

(ACiAD) , as document E/2CA/1TIV/34, the 7XA representative stated that the

expert group meeting was held in response to ECA resolution 505(XXI) to prepare

a draft constitution for the Centre ACI1AD, which is attached as en annex to

the Report. In addition to the draft constitution, the expert group deliberated,

on related matters such as the host country agreement^ revised criteria for the

location of the Centre and the financing of the Centre by inember States and

donors-,

51. Furthermore, the ECA representative pointed out that since the seme ECA

resolution requested a report on the implementation of the preparatory assistance

phase on the project on ACHAD which was funded by VfWiV this year ss rsAF/86/02'6,

tTTO WHO consultants present at the expert ^roup meeting provided technical

details for a fullscale project on ACI1AD. Hence, the Report deals with more

focussed objectives of the Centre tied up to the main functional areas proposed

for ACTIAD, namely;

(i) Applications levelppraent;

(ii) L'eteorolopical/climatological vatch operations;

(iii) Numerical analysis and prediction development; and

(iv) Informatics and satellite meteorology technology support.

The HtfO consultants have alao provided details on the organizational structure,

the work programmes, the staff requirements for r>rofessionals and technicians,

and the materials, equipment and financial requirements for running the AOIAD

Centre during its first five year development phase. He concluded by requesting

the Joint Corraittee to study the details involved in the Implementation of the

resolution 535(XXI) on the establisl-nient of the Centre ACKAD and to make tangible

recommendations to the thirteenth meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers in

April 1987.
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Country reports

Ghana

52. On human settlements development in Ghana, the celeaate of C-hana stated

that housing problem was one of the country's developmental crisis, with an

accumulated current housing deficit of 250,000 units. Ghana requires an

averace annual output of 133,000 units to oive shelter to the homeless within

the next 20 years. The deficit was attributed to past Government policy of

trying to tackle the shelter problem by direct construction of housing with

public funds, which is too limited to make a dent on the nroblorc.

53. He noted that the private sector accounts for over £0 per cent of all

housino output. Recoonizino this, the present Government has initiated shifts in

policy aimed at encouracina more private sector involvement such as encouraginc

sites and services schemes instead of building complete houses for the poor,

encouragement of the informal sector, modification of codes and reoulations3

development and use of local buiKinp materials and other institutional refonrs.

Ghana has planned an annual housinq unit Droduction of between 20,000 and 409CG0

units between 19C7 and £000. The total output of 115,000 over this Period is

expected to be made up of 2 per cent public sector contribution and 98 per cent

private sector contribution.

54. Other policy shifts to encourage shelter production is the decentralization of

the former f£ districts into 130 districts, s liberalized national Investment

Code, reform of inheritance and narri^e laws and enactment of rent control lews.

55. The Government has embarked unon a number of urban development projects

to encourane the upgrading of slum settlements. One of such projects is the flira-

fiaamobi infrastructural upgrading project. This project is also being used as

an IYS»L! demonstration project. Purnt and laterile brick nrojects have also bemi

set up to reduce the dependence on cement. A model village is beinq built with burnt

and laterite bricks produced on the project site. He concluded by statin? that

his government would welcome any assistance from the international community in

its attempt tc improve shatter and neighbourhood conditions for the poor by the

year 2000.

5t. On environmental manaoeroent, the participant fron Ghana pointed out that the

main environmental problems facing his country i-;ere coastal srosiott; waste disposal 9

air and water pollution, neneral land degradation, bushfire* desertification as

well as water-borne and water-related diseases. In response to these problems,

he informed the meeting that his oovernment, through its Environmental Protection

Council (EPC) is carrying out a number of environmental protection activities.
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These include Marine and Coastal protection under ttv.; framework of the convention

for the protection and development of the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas

of West and Central Africa Rocjion (KACAF 2 and 3). In the area of land degradation,

he added that his government was making all efforts to alleviate the series of

problems related to lana degradation and has receiver* sons assistance from

international organizations likn l^'ESCO through the ran and biosphere (KAB) profrar^

Ui!EP and UflSO as well as bilateral agencies like the Parish International

Develonment Agency (DAfilDA). These areas include studies on the effects of human

imparts on the Savanna ecosystems of the country9 bushfire drouqht and desertification

control, environmental education programmes Including rural consultation and air

quality and pollution control programmes,

57. Within the context of planned programme activities his aovernment would need

external assistance to backup national efforts in the areas of drought and

desertification control within the framework of ttiSO activities, the development

of an Environmental Infornatior and Resources Centre, rural outreach programmes

and a Pilot Tush Fire Control Project.

53. He concluded by expressing the hope of his government that countries

neighbouring Ghana, Burkina Faso, Cote d'lvoire and Togo would develop joint

programmes in these: priority areas of environmental conservation.
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Zambia

59. The Lcador of the ZarM-sn u^lcntion, the 'inistor of Steto for

Decentralization stated that Chin's huaan settlers problems are <irave with

an annual growth rate of 3.1 pc-r cont n.a. It is exacted that her oonulation

*ill reach the 12 nillion nark.by thr-. yoar ?noo. This v/ill demand an addition

of 1.5 ETvmicn housinr units to the axistinn housing stock.

60. On tho International Ye*r of Shelter for tho Homeless* sho inform tho

cenmittee that Zambia had dnsionateri a focal noirffor tv- proT*.rmc and had set ur

a National StGcrir^ Cor^ittor: to co-ordinate; the-activities of the yoar (IYSH) at

national, provincial anc1 district levels. Tho f-ovornpent of lanbia has also

identified several major IYSH projects beinq implements through both rational

anc? Bilateral efforts idth donor a^opci':s and othor frionrfly novernrents. Sor.o

of those projects include (1) the Lusaka Squatter I'nr.ratMm and Site and Sprvico

Housino Project ii- collaboration with the Horlc1 ?>™k> W) tho KfiUnnalir^a

Inteprated Upiradin? Prelect with tho Federal Republic of Perrany through the

f^rmn Acency for Technical Assistance (GTI)3 (iii) site and service schemes in

various rural centres, all supported by the :uropear ^Gvelornent Fund (FDF).

Extensions cf this schere tc- 14 other towns have; been r-lanncri. Thcs^ projects involve

several thousands of serviced plots and hOMsinn units.

61. The Zanbian Government is co-onoratina in the Kan^nna ?.\'Ponstration Project

with UHCHS (HABITAT) under the aenis: of the IYS;1 proorai^e, 3S. ^/ell as DAHIDA/f'^CHS

in a Training Progrannc for Cormunity Participation in tho improver^nt of Mun?n

Settlen;-r,ts. Other co-operative projects incline- tho Flf^lID/1 assists Research

Proqranne on Ouilt-up Unvironnent, an^ a Tow-cost sanitation ^mo^stration project.

The fiinister referred participants to the resolutions adopted bv the 1905 Conwitior:

of Zambia's Ruling'party en Housing which called for a simplified ho»jsino lanci

delivery process9 mc--iificrtion of h'ousinq standards to reflect incomo levels of

citizens and the need for inproveti credit facilities to cater for the lo*j-incoRG

people.

62. Sho announced that a Hatioral IYSi; 'Workshop, or. Shelter .Strategies znd

Proorannes was sci-sduUri for early this y^ar (19C7) and that this vould mark

the official cul-m'natior, of IYSM activities; and Zambia's commitment to the objectives

of the procrainne for effective implementation by her ovr efforts and tho assistance

of friendly countries. I.-' conclusion, the Hon. Minister appealed for assistance
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in establishing a HP.TIOrAL HOUSIW f*A"'K in Zambia which would clsarqe low interest

rates to low income borrowers.

63. The delegate fron Zarbia informed the meetino that since the last meeting

of the cormittee* a national conservation stretchy for Zarbis had been prepared

with the hplp of the International Union for th~- Conservation of Haturo and

'iatural Resources (IUCfl). The document was approved and a-.!nntsd by the Povernrcert

in July 1985. She added that the strategy was a comprehensive approach to

combatinq environmental problems that effect Zambia's doveloiwnt such as

defforestation, drought soil erosion, pollution and oo'achint*. It stressed ways

of makino better use of Zambia's natural resources. It outlined conservation

activities which must beenn in rany sectors namely: ; Agriculture* Forestry, Urban

developments ''ildlife3 Tourisru Enorqy, Hinin^, Industry and I'ater use and it

defines some basic measures needed in order to achieve conservation.

6M-. With resnect to rational Conservation Comittec, she outlined soto activities

beinq carried out with the support of a secretariat set u? in the Ministry of

Lands and Natural Resources9 as follows:

(a) Afforestation: Where in spite of the existing regulations, '.iefforestation

duo to charcoal production snd shifting cultivation wes a major Qnvironmeptal

problem. However9 In addition to the current afforestation pronrap^a under which

52,000 ha. of plantation had been nianted, the connittee had initiated a tree

planting project to supply fuel woo^ te major urban areas', and it planned to

introduce inprovc:! fuel-efficient charcoal stovas soon.

(b) arounhtg ovorgrazing and soil erosion: Again, in spit1* of the generally

sub-humid climate, Zanbia has experienced drought,since 1030, especially in the

southern h?.lf of the country vhich had teen badly affpctei: by the prolonged drought.

As a results crop production nac; in some areas dropped by about 5^ per cent with

chronic water shortens in places, anc1 worsening of overnra^inq and soil arosicn

problems duo to lack of soil conservation in the cry lands. To combat ti-sse

environmental problems, a number of t^ns htK' been constructed in tUe areas badl>

affected by drought since 193?: and the -'aticnal Conservation Comittee has carried

out research on soil conservation measures vlnch enabled ?anbia to produce a draft

soil conservation stratcny3 thanks to tho support of the 1'XK.
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GABON

65. The representative of Gabon said that the fourth meeting of the Joint

Intergovernmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and the Environment

nas of particular importance.

66. It coincided with the celebration of the International Year of Housing

for the Homeless and the forthcoming meeting of the second Conference of

African Ministers of the Environment. Those facts indicated that African

Governments were becoming increasingly aware that African solutions based on

African experience and efforts should be used to solve Africa's problems.

67. Indeed, the unbalance in the distribution of people in the rural areas5

the deterioration/fiuman settlements standards and the overcrowding of towns

went hand-in-hand with a deterioration in the environment which was a

constant concern of rovernments.

68. The fourth meeting of the Joint Intergovernmental Regional Committee on

Human Settlements and Environment offered the best opportunity for African

governments, not only to pool their knowledge but also to share their

experiences and to recommend concerted efforts for the implementation of

joint national and regional programmes.

6g. The attention accorded by his country to the development of towns and to

the housing situation had led to the drafting of a national housing plan which

was a basic policy instrument.

70. The acute shortage of developed land and housing had led, in almost all

the towns, to a very striking contrast between well-developed snd equiped city

centres and suburbs where rural folk settled "without any reference whatsover

to development plans or registers. In view of that situation the Gabonese

Government had been obliged to carry out a number of activities. Thus, the

National Institute of Cartography had provided most of the main towns with

useable naps, and urbanization studies had been undertaken in a number of towns

and land had been developed in order to restructure the insanitary areas and

control the land situation.
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71. The national self-construction policy was addressed to the poorest

families., i.e., those whose monthly income was between 40^000 and 120,000

CFA francs.

72. The national self-construction policy had two objectives. The first

comprised requesting community participation in order to have an impact on a

greater number of needy people- it provided support for tlie efforts and

investments made by the poorest people by supplying them with developed plots,

cheap building materials, technical assistance and giving them access to

credits commensurate with their construction costs and financial standing.

73. The second objective consisted of building on for the very poor

the basic structures and leaving them to bear the rest of the building costs.

74. The ^.abonese Government was trying to implement a :;iultiannual social

housing policy with financing channels adopted to that specific problem

which would supplement the financing of the national housing fund(F.M.H).

75. Still with the aim of reducing building costs even furthera research

focusing particularly on the utilization of local materials had been undertaken

in 1985 and had led3 in 1936, to the purchase by the Ministry of Housing and

urbanism of a machine for manufacturing blocks of raw earth mixed with a small

percentage of cement. It had a production capacity of between 2^000 to 3 ;000

bricks a day and could be moved from one site to the other. It would make

it possible to save about 17 per cent on the overall costs of housing units.

75., With respect to environment- a sketch of a national plan of action on the

environment was under study and should produce a series of specific objectives

and areas of intervention for government action on the environment, specify the

various areas of intervention as well as the main resources required.

77. Several major on-going industrial and agricultural projects had required

the services of the department of the environment and wildlife protection.

Thus3 the Centre national anti-pollution which had a logistics unit^ had

carried out several impact studies mainly on breweries and certain public works

and buildings.
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78 A vast project to provide Gabon with a national pollution maP had

been undertaken in 1984. The project which comprised two programmes of

activities, was aimed particularly at:

(a) Carrying out an inventory of polluted areas in Gabon - carrying

out a field inspection of the main industrial areas of the country

to locate the polluted areas.

(b) Assessing the extent of pollution by using laboratory equipment to

measure the pollution of the areas identified.

79. .The two activities would be used to establish a national pollution map

which would demarcate the sensitive areas of the country.

80. Despite the adoption of a series of texts, particularly the law on

industrial pollution control which made it mandatory to carry out- an

environmental impact study before any project could be set up, and the

law on the elimination of solid wastes and the reduction of public pollution

Gabon still did not have a coherent body of law and regulations well suited

to -the protection of the environment and living conditions. Thus, a draft law

on the, environment reflecting local conditions was being prepared with UNEP

assistance.
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81. The representative from Malawi said that his country being a small,

hilly and over populated country had a land use problem. The size of

Malawi was 113,484 Km and her population was 6.7 million with a density

of 55.92 per Km . The population was basically rural and engaged in

crop-production. There was an apparent conflict between agriculture and

environmental protection. In certain parts of the country, the main

problem being.experienced was land degradation caused by soil erosion

resulting from severe land pressure. There was very little land for

the increasing human and livestock populations since most areas were steep3

and others non-arable. The high soil erosion rates in these areas were

causing damage to roads and bridges along the lake shore and valley areas.

Crop yields in the affected areas were falling too and the people in

these areas who depended mainly on agriculture were likely to suffer con

siderably if this trend is not reversed. Cultivation of the marginal areas

which could not support crops satisfactorily for more than two years

without soil conservation measures was becoming prevalent. Therefore,, there

was urgent need to rehabilitate and improve such areas by intensifying

conservation activities.

82. He continued that the other apparent problem is that between crop-production

or agriculture and wild-life development. This was purely a land use problem.

As land became intensively farmed or urbanised3 wild-life became increasingly

exposed to the ;'edge-effect". The agricultural land adjacent to protected

areas became a tension zone as the two forms of land use interacted9 leading

to crop damage, human deaths and poaching. The government haci3 therefore

resolved in establishing three ecological principles of special relevance:

(1) The need to keep a range of resources use option available to

future generations:

(2) A policy of more intensive agricultural and pastoral development

of lands proven productivity in order to give a better return

than attempts to develop marginal areas B and

(3) The realisation of the fact that the conservation of species

and natural commuties is a logical step in development.
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83 Although Malawi was not actually threatened by desertification, he

said, deforestation which as a step towards desertification, was rampant.

This process of deforestation had dire consequences on the social and

economic well-beins °- tne human population. It was bringing about

environmental degradation and decline in agricultural productivityJ

"destruction of natural riches for wild-life and fish habitats., destruction

of physical infrastructure like roads, hydro-electric and v;ater pump

installations through floods and the process of siltation. The most

noticeable of these effects was the" flowing"disparity between fuel wood

supplies that people require to perform their day-to-day domestic as well

as industrial tasks. Through the assistance of the World Bank and the

total cooperation of the massess a well managed and popular National Tree

Planting Programme might in the foreseeable future eradict this environ

mental evil;, called ^Deforestation", and thereby totally restore Malawi's

green environment.

84, The National Committee for the Environment, under the administrative

control of the Ministry of Forestry and,Natural Resources, be concluded;,

was an extra-Ministerial or^an of government which advises ^overnment

on environmental-policyj and also advises both the public and private

sector on the environmental consequences of any development project.
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CAMEROON

85. The delegate of Cameroon reported that the creation of the Ministry

of Town Planning and Housing in 1979 saw the full launching of a National

Housing Policy, He stated tiiat the Government in addition to this created

a number of relevant organizations to carry out specific functions in the

field of human settlements. These included:

^' The Urban and .lural Land Development and Equipment Authority(MA£TUR)

to plan and implement land planning and development activities and the

promotion of housing in the country.

2- Industrial Zones Development Authority (MAZI) which develops and

manages industrial property.

3- The National Housing Corporation (SIC) to construct, buy and manage

buildings for rent or for sale. As of 1986, it had constructed 6s000

housing units.

'+• The Cameroon National Housing-Fund (CNC) for financing individual and

national housing projects. This agency has been very instrumental in

the development of the housing sector. It mas financed 70 per cent

of the total work carried out by SIC and MAETUR. This agency is

financed by contributions form; Cameroon Government 70 per cent (1 T>er

cent taxed contribution of workers): National Social Insurance Fund

20 per cent: Postal Savings Fund 5 per cent; National Reinsurance Fund

5 per cent.

86. While the Ministry develor^s the policies3 these Parastatals serve as

channels for their implementation. Their functions are highly specialized in

residential, commercial and industrial land development, finance and social

housing programmes,

87. It was also reported that Municipal Councils especially Yaounde, the

capital, undertake renovation, rehabilitation and sites and services schemes

aimed at improving the spontaneous unplanned development of towns. Government

efforts also involve the training of professional staff and the development and

promotion of the use of local materials, physical planning and facilitation of

land access processes.

88. The delegate drew attention to the recent Lake Nyos gas disaster in the

country which claimed over 1716 lives and displaced close to 5000 peoole. An

International Conference has been planned for April 1907 to seek the causes of

this disaster. Meanwhile, Government has embarked on a resettlement schemes

for the displaced. This scheme aims at providing permanent homes with modern

public facilities and services for the displaced,, while maintaining the traditional

and social identity of the people. It is envisaged to construct 750 compounds

for the displaced population.
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Tanzania

89. The delegation of Tanzania told the comittee her experiences in Questions

of hunvtfi settlements ami environment.

90. Regarding intersectoral integrations Tanzania is in the process of

formulating a national ijrban Jevalonrrent Policy which wi 11 ouidc- the development of

human settlements. A 'ntion^l ten'' Ise Conrrissior: has been established to co

ordinate land-use in a bid tc minimize land use conflicts.

91. Tanzania is in full support of the objectives of the International Year of

Shelter for the Homeless (IYS=O- Efforts are beinq directed at expanding the

national sites and services arid squatter upnradinn pronratfir-es. The Suildinn

Research Institute is beino; strengthened to enhance the dissemination of research

findings. Building regulations have been reviewed to encourage the low income

earners to buili affordable housing units9 and expand the training of personnel

required in the field of hum?;:: settlement development, national housing financial

operations is being reviewed to rnake thc?m more responsible to the nesds of the low

income earners.

92. In respect of construction activitias3 the delegation reported that Tanzania has

established a F-Iational Construction Council - a body to act as a focal noint to

co-ordinate all activities of the construction industry. Some of the priority

programmes currently beinn undGrtaksn by the council include:

(i) Develo^ifient of small scale contractors through the prevision of

canitai. plant and equipnent ?s veil as trair-inq in areas of project

management;

(ii) Development of local contractors c^pf^blfl of executing larne projects

throupr deliberate pro^rames of providinp training and advisory

services tc local firms while takino part in the execution of projects;

(iii) Institution of nroductivity studies v;ith a view to establish

schedule of rates for the construction industry,

(iv) Establish of Technical Audit System to vet project desinns for

economy and appropriateness.
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93. As rccommandec: in the l?oos Plan of Action, Tanzania has bten concerned with,

inter-a1ias the promotion of environmentally sound socio-economic development

prwairne. The formation of the National Environment F'anaoement Council in }9Ffi

was an endeavour to fulfil t'n's objective.

94. In the field of combating desertification, Tanzania has formulated

afforestation procrairaies with technical support from UMHP.

95. The Council is at tha moment preparing a National fcepister of Potentially

Toxic Chemicals.

96< The conservation of marine resources is another area where Tanzania has started

implementinG some aspects of the Ui€P pronrammes of the Peoional Seas Programme of the

Eastern African Reqion, additionally three villages have been selected for the

implementation of the Cairo Plan of Action.
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Zimbabwe

97. The human settlement situation in Zimbabwe is characterized by:

(a) huge housing backlog irs both urban and rural areas;

(b) very poor quality housino in commercial farming areas, mining

settlements and in the corrrounal lands\

(c) unequitable distribution of quality agricultural land between tribal

comrrunal land and commercial farming are-s with the former beino on marginal

land and beir.o over crowded and therefore over utilized resulting in gradual

degradation and deforestation.

98. These problems are a direct result of the racist land and settlement policies

of previous colonial renimes. To redress this situation, the Zimbabwe Government

has since independence formulated specific human settlement and housing policy

strategies and programmes, and has further established institutions for the

implementation of these programmes.

Progress

99. The Government has undertaken the preparatory planning phase, involving

the precaution of the national and regional development plan i.e. the identification

of growth points, rural service centres and the preparation of plans for each of

these.

100. The United Nations Centre for Human Settlements is assists in this exercise

beinq carried out by the Physical Planning Department,

101. The Government has also completed the housing needs assessment study which

has been utilized to prepare the housinn and human settlement policy strategies and

programmes until the year 2000.

102. On the basis of the al;6ve a number of projects have already bee^ identified

and some undertaken.

- Urben areas

(a) The National Housinn Fund allocates annually substantial sums as loans to

local authorities for the construction by Lvjildinr brigades of low cost housing

(b) The Government toqether with a number of international Donors and other

fundinn apencies has undertaken a number of innovative low cost housing schemes,

USAIO, World Bank, CID.A and United Nations Centre for Human Settlements and others,

have each been involved in lov?-cost housin? development in several cities and towns.
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- Growth points

103. The provision cf services, i.e., water sewerage and roads, has been

completed in more than twenty growth points and work continues on ths remainder.

104. In January 13f7 the Ministry of Public Construction and national Housing

commenced the construction of 20 low-cost houses in each growth point, to -:ive

impetus to the policy of decentralisation.

- Rural Housing Development

105. Through its rural housing programme which is part of a broader rural resettle

ment and development programme, the Government throuqh the Ministries of Public

Construction and National Housin«9Local Government Urban and Rural Development and

Agriculture, Lands and Resettlement is undertaking a massive rural low-cost housing

construction in the following forms;

(a) Rural resettlement areas

Preparation of land use and settlement plans and extension of loans in the form

of building materials and a resident artisan to assist and suoervise about 1Q0

houses with the villagers providing all the labour content; loans arc repayable over

30 years. Scatters are drawn from the overcrowded tribal lands;

(b) Planned villages

Within the tribal lands, rural folk &re also encouraged to imnrove their

housing and move into planned villages where proper land use plans are provided

for improved productivity and better resources use, and housioo loans in the form

of buildinci materials for better housing are provided.

105. To further encourage house constructions the Government has undertaken d number

of measures - Proclamation of the Home Ownership Policy - fraught in the private

sector to participate in low-cost housing employer—assisted housing. - Persuaded

building societies to rnako available credit facilities for low-income families.

- Granted 9 per cent tax free paid up permanent shires (Puns) in building societies.

Part of funds mobilized to be set aside for low-cost housing. -■ The.1 Zimbabwe

Government has adopted a policy to integrate human settlement nolici^s and

programmes into the national socio-economic development plan.
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SENEGAL

107 The delegation of Senegal stated that like most other developing

countries, the urban structure in Senegal was characterized by a profound

inbalance between Dakar and the rest of the urban system. In an attempt

to correct that inbalance, the Government of Senegal had embarked on a

programme of planning and management of urban space that included operational

plans for land development and rehabilitation in the various urban districts.

In the absence of external financing, the programmes had to rely on scarce

resources from the regular budget while spontaneous urbanization had reached

alarming proportions. At the sane time land registration procedures were

cumbersome.

I™ The seventh Economic and Social Development Plan included regional strategies

aimed at encouraging rural development and at reducing the inbalances between

the urban and the rural areas. These included 21 priority programmes intended to

improve the integration of human settlements policies and programmes into

national socio-economic planning.

1Og In view of the ever-increasing needs for housing and because of the

limited possibilities of planned settlements, the Government had adopted a

new.strategy which consisted in encouraging self-help construction, the

development of co-operatives and investment in real estate.

1lQr A Housing Bank had been established in 1979 and an Urban Land

development company was to be set un to help developers and the population

secure adequate land for construction.

Ill U^DP would also provide assistance to housing co-operatives. At the same

time,, the government was embarking on a vast rehabilitation programme in the

unplanned areas so as to improve the living conditions of the population

concerned. Moreover- the establishment of a computerized urban data

bank would provide a better picture of urban land and housing requirements .>

makinr, it possible to achieve rational programming for housing construction.
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112. Efforts in research and dissemination of local construction materials

would be continued. A current project for the standardization of technical

norms for housing would be finalised.

113. The decision to establish AFRICABAT in Senegal was an encouragement

and the Government was deeply involved in the preparation of this important

event.

114. With regard to training in the fr'eld of human settlements., the

Government had established several training institutions intended to provide

the necessary manpower at the various levels of the administration. Six

training institutions were now operational in Senegal,

11'5. The following were among the obstacles to the attainment of the training

objectives of Senegal:

(a) Financial constraints.

(b) Problems with respect to the contents of the training programmes;,

in view of the multi-disciplinary nature of planning and

management of human settlements.,

(c) Difficulties due to the shortage and to the qualifications of local

teachers:

(d) Problems in identifying training requirements consistent with the

local conditions

(e) Difficulties with respect to the legal status of the training

institutions (financial autonomy).

116. The fourth meeting was being held at the right tine and it provided

an opportunity to the various delegations to evaluate their experience in the

areas concerned. Senegal was happy to be participants in the work of the

meeting and would take full advantage of all the information and recommendations

that would emerge from the discussions.
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RWANDA

117-. The representative of Kwanda said that his country's five-year

development plan included a strategy on human settlements and another

on the environment: both strategies were expected to bring about self-

sufficiency in 5ood, The salient points of the housing and human settlement

policy were,

(a) Brinoint- about greater efficiency in land use by stream

lining the consumption of space and consolidating facilities.;

(b) Establishing a town and country planning policy_.

(c) Increasing the supply of housing units by involving other land

development operators;.

(c) Developing appropriate land and institutional procedures;

(e) Strengthening the role and involvement of local communities in

plannings regulation and management of human settlement;

(f) Organizing the funding of housing and systematically applying

expenses recovery procedures,,

(g) Fostering the production of building materials to help revive the

Rwandese economy.

118. His Government was determined not to finance urbanization at the expense

of the rural areas and intended to institutionalize popular participation

schemes in housing.

119. It was becoming increasingly urgent to adopt new approaches to human

settlements since current policies such as housing units built by the public

authorities or authorized agencies and the financing of housing by the

urual networks had failed to achieve the expected results.

120. The two main environmental problems that Rwanda was facing were the loss of

arable land and deforestation: Rwanda was currently using popular participation

to wage an anti-erosion and soil conservation and afforestation campaign. It

was also carrying out other activities such as water supply programmes for

rural -households and the development of marshland to destroy malaria-breeding

grounds in particular. The aim was to properly manage all aspects of the

environment in the light of the country's development activities.
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121. The delegate of Kenya reports-that since incteosr.denca Kenya has recognized

the inportance of human settlement in the preparation of its national Development.

Plans. The Ust five liatipnal Development Plans have aircec* at provision nf basic

needs that improve its hunan welfare namely, health, education, water, decent dwellino

.souses d.n6 food. The bicigest hunan settlement mov^er^: occurred imrediatsiy in

the early years of independence when Kenya African families were settled on the

one million acre formerly reserved for white settlers. That resettlement has

now been completed and in tho last three Development Plans tanya has concentrated

on provision of dwelling houses to tho ever increasing urbm population.

122. To co-ordinate all activities conncccto-1 with th<* provision of shelter9 the

Kenya Government has created tho Ministry of Works, Kousinn and Physical Plannino.

This Ministry is responsible for desipnirw housing units for the Govarnnjent of

Kenya and the supervision of thoir construction and maintenance.

123". Private individuals hnvc been enceurar^d to buiU: or buy already built houses.

This has been done through owner-occunied schemes whore long tern mortoafje has been

made available at e low rate of interest. The availability of lonp ter^ mortmoe has

now been extended to include the builtiino and purchase of permanent houses in the

rural arc.:-.

124. In the field cf housing the'Government has adopter the policy of aided self-

help schemes in order to stimulate vigorous community involvement an:" participation,

e.g. the Dandora Cornrcunity Development Prcj&ct within this oroject design am'

implementation processes have nenerated salf-help t-;ui1di!in activity and created

a sound base for the provision of socio-economic community services and

infrastructure.

125. The Department of Urban and Regional Planning in the University of Nairobi

is the main training anc research institution and plans arc at hand to start

training prooramnes for sub-professionals at fcne Kenya Polytechnic.

126. Kenya since the Stockholm Conference, has takon some concrete steps in the

establishment of appropriate institutions to ensure an effective overall management

of the environnent. Arcortc those institutions

(i) the national Environment SecretaririA. v/hich co-ordinates all

environment
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(ii) the Permanent Presidential Commission on Soil Conservation

end Reafforestation and

(iii) the Kenya Range-land Environmental Monitoring 'Jnit. Through the

National Environment Secretariats a state of Environment Report

h.:.s bean published;, and the national Conservation Strategy is

under preparation. The Secretariat has initiated an Environment

Education Programme for Primary and Secondary Schools. Faculty

of Environment and Wildlife studios has been established in F:oi

University and Kenya Institute of Education is developina

environmental teachir-o curriculum for Secondary Schools.

127. With £ population growth rate of 4 per cent p. a. there is an apparent over

exploitation of arable land for the production of food and cash crops. The over-

exploitation hes led to serious soil depredation. Lack .of arable land has forced

people to rave into marginal lands which are unsuitable for crop farming resultino

in soil loss through wind erosion during the dry season. Experience has taught us

that no conservation measures c?.n succeed in these critical areas unless there is

an active participation by the people down to the village level.

128. Kenya supports t;v2 CAIRO PLAH OF ACTION. Kenya has identified institutions

and individuals who will b* the focal points for tUo four Technical Committees.

Kenya has further identified three villages and one semi-arid stock raising

zone to form the pilot projects within the Cairo Plan of Action,

129. Kenya is ready ana willing to sxchanoe experience and research findings in

natters of environment with other countries and particularly those in our region.

We look forward, to collaboration between us? Burundi s IJnanda anri the United Republic

of Tanzania in the study and implementation of an integrated multi-purpose development

plan for the Lake Victoria Basin in view of the importance of Lake victoria tc the

community within the basin, !'e hope the study will rationalize management of thp

resources of the Lake Catchment area including reafforestation, soil conservation,

pollution control.



E/ECA/IGRC/HS/ENV/b7/IV/L

Page 38

Botswana

130. Botswana has for some tine now been devicing a ranpe of policies and

programmes to alleviate settlements and shelter-related poverty. These include:

(i) The preparation of the country's national Settlement Policy.

This policy aims at preparing a comprehensive national plan

in which programmes ore considered in respect of all settlement

and resources;

(ii) The preparation of Development Plans for all planning areas

under Town and Country Planning Act.to quide and control

development in detail by means of Building and Development

Control Codes. These codes determine urban and rural development

standards which set guidelines to define the quality of

structures, regulate efficient use and occupancy of space3

the utilization of naterial, building services and public health.

131. Botswana is currently reviewing its Building Codes and Requlations. The

promotion and use of locally produced building materials as a rceans of improving

the housing affordability situation for lov? income households is also being

persued.

132. A self-help Kousino Agency (SHNA) Scheme has been in operation for over ten

years. Its success includes a complete eradication of squatter settlements 1r.

Botswana's towns throuah upgrading projects site and services progratres for low-

income families. The scheme is now being reviewed to address some of the inherent

problems such as cost recovery mechanisms,

133. On the environmental fronts Botswana is increasingly focussing attention

on the deterioration of the earth's renewable natural resource baso as follows:

(i) The country's Wildlife Policy which was finalized in 198C has

had major achievements in conservation end development. Under

the Pol icyg 17 per cent of the country's territory has been

reserve*' for wildlife preservation in National Parks and Gane

Reserves while an additional 20 per cent of the country has been

declared Wildlife Management Areas. This gives a total of 37 per

cent of the country's territory reserved solely or partially for

tho conservation of wildlife;
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(ii) Initiatives under a project called Livestock III has

incorporated local land use planning for sustained use, ranoe-

land rconitorino systems, increase of the abattoir capacity

and increase u, economic incentives fco reduce herds by

increasing off-take;

(iii) Ths preparation of an integrated National Conservation Strategy

(ilCS) is sch^ulou for completion by the end ov 1907.

Ths primary purpose of the r!CS is to help ensure Botswana's

sustained development by tisin? together ocononic growth an<;

replenishment of those renewable ncturai resources or. which

1 one-term economic qrowth will have to be based:

iv) One other on-goino important national environmental project

is the preparation of a National Pater fiasterplan which has

been necessitated by the mismatch between location of water

resources and growth of population. Government is also actively

promoting '-\C< initiative in the country, thus P'GO's such r.s

the Forestry Association of Botswana and Thusp.no Lofatshino

h?ve been forme'"1.

134. The Botswana Government's approach in all the environmental programmes outlined

above is that rs rcuch as conservation is necessary, it must bo dono profitably and

with people's full involvement by fraking then realize their personal survival in

sustained vteveiopment.
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ETHIOPIA

135. The representative of Ethiopia stated that the Government, has launched

massive programmes of resettlement of people from the drought-stricken regions

of the country into virgin lands of Western and southern Ethiopia. Accordingly.

as of July 1986 a total 1.5 million people have been resettled in the newly-

opned regions.

136. Villagization,. like its sister programme of agricultural resettlement,

has had the rural population as its target. It has tried to brin& economic

and social development to the rural population who live in a scattered fashion.

The object of this policy is to bring together rural people into newly

established villages so that they may be provided with vaious econon.ic5 social

amenities and services. The villagization programme is basically, a voluntary

activity., self-financed as far as construction of housing units is concerned,

with local governments" involvement only in the selection of cites for the

new villages.

137. To date 15 per cent of rural villages have been successfully relocated on

new sites. it is expected that by the end of the current medium-term plan

period, the figure will rise to 25 per cent. According to current statistical

information, as of June 1986s some 5367 peasant associations were reported to

have been villagized in C out of the 14 administrative regions of the country.

Thus,, the number of newly-created villages has reached 203624 with 1.6 million

dwelling units giving shelter service to some 893.,000 farm family heads, or

about 4 million rural inhabitants.

138. Urbanization is a relatively new phenomenon in Ethiopia. Out of a total

population of nearly 43 million, only 10 per cent live in urban centres.

However, because of the overall low performance of the Ethiopian economy the

provision of modern urban facilities, especially those in housing, has remained

to be a problem.

139. In the area of housing provision,, four types of participants exist:

co-ops:, the government? urban dweller's associations and individuals despite gov

ernment's effort the housing situation leaves much to be desired^ however5 a

substantial amount of activity is currently underway involving all four

participants.
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mo. The environmental problems of Ethiopia are not different from those of

other African countries. As pointed out by the UNEP Regional Office for

Africa-, the problems are mainly ''conditions which deny the most basic needs

of life to a majority of people. The most serious relate to insufficient food,

shelter, widespread disease and ill health which continue because of the

lack of basic health care resources, education and even the minimum correct

information about infectious diseases. '

141. Ethiopia's environmental problems may be reiterated in terms of their

priorities; land and soil degradation, deforestation; drought and desertification.,

water resource management environmental problems related with human settlements]

environmental diseases;, and low level of environmental awareness.

14-2. National objectives and policies regarding environmental management have

been formulated since- the beginning of the Ethiopian Revolution in 1974. The

pressing problems of deforestation and desertification have been met squarely-

with programmes of afforestation, soil and water conservancyj and. rational : •' "■■

management of wildlife resources of the country, ■

143. The importance attached to environmental issues have been clearly

demonstrated by designating protection and management of the environment

as one of the major objectives of the 10 - Year Perspective Plan (1984-93).

In 1^86 about 134 million tree seedlings were planted. This represented 24

per cent of the planned target.

X44. Other targets to be fulfilled within the framework of the 10-Year Perspective

Plan are- land use studies covering about 13 million hectare's" of land (10

per cent of the total area of the country)' small-scale:irrigation to develop

50.000 ha terracing of a nearly 1 million ha planting-on 1.5 million ha. of

land; and revitalization of some 720,000 ha. of degraded land. Regarding

afforestation programmes ^ there will be established a forest reserve area of

1.6 million ha. and registration of 38132OO ha of forest land. All in all the

extent of forested area at the end of the 10-year plan period will have

increased to about 9 million ha. or more than 7 per cent of the total area of

the country. This is a substantial achievement regarding the nearly 4 ,ier

cent, forest, coverage; of..the current period. . .
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ligeria

145. The Nigerian representative said that over the past 18 months his Government

had succeeded in creating greater awareness and commitment in evolving and maintaining

a liveable environment. The activities undertaken in the figld of human settlements

covered such areas as the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless (IYSH),

the Nigerian States Urban Development Programme (FJSUDP), and national urban

development policy.

14C. In 1986S his Government hod hosted the ECOWAS subregional seminar on IYSH and

provided 500,000 Maira ($US 700,000) for IYSH activities. Sixteen states had

so far formed IYSH steering committees a majority of which had initiated slum

upgrading projects in collaboration with the national staerinp committee.

147. NSUDP was a key shelter improvement scheme aimed at encouraginn home ownership

and upgrading squatter settlements with the assistance of the World Bank. TWo

pilot projects were being implementeds one in Bauchi state (financed with an

external loan of $US 17.8 million) and the other in Imo state (financed with an

external loan of $US 53 million). The Urban and Regional Planning Division of the

Federal Ministry of Works and Housino was in the process of finalizing a draft

policy document which would provide broad guidelines on urban development for the

entire country. Preliminary work had baen started on an integrated Regional plan

for the country which would hi"hlinht human settlements problems and issues that

cut across state boundaries.

148. As far as environmental matters were concerned, the Federal Government had

been concentrating on the following three broad areas::

(a) Drought and desertification

The activities beinq undertaken to combat the impact of drought and desertificatioi

throughout the country included the sinking of boreholes to tap underground water,

the building of dams to store water for irrigation and domestic use and the

planting of trees to control desertification0,

(b) Erosion

Work had been started in the southern part of the country to control coastal

erosion while studies were ongoing to identify appropriate solutions to erosion;
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(c) Environmental protection

The Federal Government was in the process of establishing a national

Environmental Protection Agency which would be responsible, inter alia., for

developing and enforcing national standards for environmental protection and

improvement.

In the meantime, a number of activities aimed at improving and protects

the quality of the environment would continue to be undertaken. Public awareness

campaigns on general environmental sanitation had been launched by all the

governments throughout the country,

The Federal Government had also undertaken a number of studies aimed at

formulating a sound domestic and industrial waste - management policy for the

country. The Government regularly monitored the activities of oil companies

operating in the country- they had now been issued codes of practice with the

view to limiting the cccurences of oil pollution in the oil-prospocting areas.
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Contributions from Specialized Agencies

149. The Representative of UNESCO to Ethiopia and Liaison Officer with

ECA and OAU reiterated that this meeting was taking place within the context

of the Lagos Flan of Action, Africa's priority programme for Economic

Recovery CAPPER) and the UNPA in which UNESCO had fully participated within its

area of competence. In view of the drought desertification and other critical

problems of the region, UNESCO has prepared an action programme to address

the problem. New paragraph begins here: Two important meetings, the First .

Congress of African Scientists and CASTAFRICA II are scheduled to consider this

year (1987) the form of Action necessary for the effective implementation

of that programme; in close cooperation irith OAU^ ECA and other sister ,

organizations. He stated that following the special session of the United

Nations General Assembly on the Critical Economic Situation in Africa- and the

decision to nominate the Director of ..the Coordinating Committee for the

implementation of the Plan of Action3 UNESCO will fully participate and cooperate

in that effort.

150. He added that the actions pursued and envisaged by UNESCO in the fields

of Human Settlements and Environment uere closely coordinated with ECA9 UNEP

and HABITAT and other Regional organizations and constitutes a multisectoral

and interdisciplinary approach including Ecucationr the Natural Sciences9

Social and Human Sciences,, Cultural and CommunicationB as defined in the UNESCO

Medium Term Plan for 1984 - 1989 and elaborated in its biennial Programme of

Action encompassing fourteen major projects covering the same period. The

adoption by the first conference of African Ministers of Culture organized by

0AUy (Harare - 1986) in close collaboration with UNESCO3 had put cultural

development into its proper perspective. He emphasized that knowledge of the

different natural environnents of the Continent^ and their resources is promoted

through the numerous activities of the major international; intergovernmental

programmes launched world-wide by UNESCO, These are the International Geological

Correlation Programme (IGCP), the International Hydrological Programme (IHP).

the Programme on Kan and the Biosphere (MAB). and the Programme of the Inter

governmental Oceanorraphic Commission (IOC). A distinctive feature of these

scientific programmes is that they give greater emphasis and priority to the
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training of specialists in the mastery and utilisation of science and

technology for the attainment of skills that were necessary for the management

of the Human Settlements v/ithin their respective environments.

151. U11ESCO had endeavoured to contribute through education? training and

research, to the advancement of knowledge in ecological systems and their

interaction with human activities in the following areas:

(i) geological structures and their mineral potential_

(ii) hydrological processes and the evaluation and proper use of

uater resources _.

(iii) and the determination of the relationships between ocean

dynamics and climate

(iv) and the exploitation of mineral and biological resources.

152. ^he scientific development of any country he pointed out., rested

basically on the development of a sound educational system with Man as the

centre of development. In this regard the development and renovation of the

educational system,, at all levels, constituted a central role in the overall

national development effort. It was therefore3 imperative that a concerted

approach5 whether in policy., strategy, content, methodology., facilities and

training, be constantly elaborated, to ensure participation of all citizens

in the political activities which are aimed at making and guiding the

community in its correct course of development within a given socio-cultural

environment.

153. In conclusion he stated that, the State3 as embodied in its various

institutions.; and particularly the Communication Sector,, needs to play a leading

role in the dissemination of essential information needed to ensure the fullest

participation of all communities.

154. UNESCO placed considerable emphasis on interagency cooperation in the

implementation of its activities. To foster this., he continued, a cooperation

agreement between the BCA and UNESCO has been supported by regular Joint

Consultative meetings and similar cooperation has been forged between the OAU

and UNESCO such that these mechanismsa in addition to the Cooperative Agreements

with various UN Agencies such as FA03 ILO and other IGO, would ensure the

necessary interagency cooperation.
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155. The representative of \f:?. stated that i'HO hod a lonn record of activities

in the area of urban and buildino climatology and in matters related to climate

and human health. To this «ffoct9 the Organization had produced several

guidance materials. An integrated planning in human settlements requires a

detailed knowledge of clirate resources like sunshine, wind flow and rainfall

patterns and atmospheric stability. The national roetecrological service, which was

the focal point of 1-SiO prosrarros, vms generally yell vested with the necessary

knowledge in local clirate. As rcnards the implementation of the Cairo Plan of

Action, !^Q was closely collaborating with [*n~? by putting the existing and

operational climatology station network and its associated networking mechanisms

at the disposal of the African ?';inisterial Conference on the Environment.

156. The representative of !C;G nave a brief account of the preparatory actions

undertaken by H]Q with regards to the establishment of ACF1AD. Thsse were contained

in two information documents available to the Comittee. The ■"*$ Regional

Association 1 (Africa) t-hich was the intergovernmental .body of African states ir.

meteorology am; operational hydrology adopte t Resolution ?5 (IX-RA1) expressed

full support to the ECA Conference of Ministers and called on its members to

actively support the Centre. The other document nave er overview of the raport

of the consultants on AC^I, regarding its functions an^ organizational structure and

its implementation strategy. In continuation with the preparatory phase an ECA/WHO

was to visit potential host countries and a study tsarr was visitinp several African

countries to assess the need to inprcve the existing Kf 0 telecommunication

facilities to ensure tinaly exchanqe of data and products with the Centre. The

draft Constitution of the Centre proyoses two alternatives for the Chairman of

the Board of Governors. In view of its experience in the operation of regional

and global centres and considering that regular consultations v/oiOd be necessary

in the operation of ACPAD, iro would submit that, the second alternative be

retained whereby the Chairr-an be selected from the Doar^ menbers. WHO would "

recommend that tiie technical criteria aaopted by the Interanency -"leetinp be retained^

as basis for site selection. It was fslt necessary that an estimate of the capital

and other costs be worked out, basec on the consultants' report, to enable potential

host countries to take a^ early decision. A preliminary analysis of the economic

impact of_ ACMAD would also orove usefi/1 to the decision makers.
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157. The representative of FAG said thr-t his organization was glad to note

that there was.a general concern in most African countries on both issues

of human settlement and environment and their inter-relationship.

158. FA0 has classified the main problems associated with environmental

degradation affectinr the continent into four.

(i) Forest depletion and its degradation^ both in closed and

open formations.

(ii) Forests and bush fires;

(iii) Fuelwood and charcoal wasting:

(iv) Soil erosion and desertification.

159. To indicate the magnitude and gravity of the situation, the represent-
3

ative pointed out thats annuallyj about 200 m of timber were lost m the

closed humid forests mainly as a result of shifting cultivation and

exploitation for timber purposes, and for example, Nigeria will lose about

3
492 million M of its closed productive forests before the end of this

century if adequates measures were not undertaken. In the open woodlands
3

it was estimated that more than 150 millions M is lost annually primarily

for fuelwood9 charcoal and construction purposes.

160. Aware of these alarming rates of forest and soil resources depletion

and degradation he stated that., FAO had launched a very broad action plan

entitled ''Tropical Forestry Action Plan1' containing five priority areas for

act ion.-, namely \

1. Forest in land use. This area aimed at conserving the resource base

for agriculture (watershed management and desertification control) and,

at integrating forestry into agriculture systems (agroforestry development)

at with a view to the retention and use of the land.

2* Forest-based industrial development. This area aims at promoting

appropriate forestry industry through appropriate plans for forest

management and conservation.
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3. Fuelwood and energy. Through this action the objectives are directed

at accelerating connective action and restoring firewood supplies in

the countries more affected by wood energy deficits.

4. Conservation of tropical forest ecosystems. Aims at conservingJ

managing and utilizing tropical plants and wild life genetic resources

by the developnent of national networks of protected areasy and research

into the management of tropical forest for a sustained production,

5. Institutions. In this area the main objective, is the strengthening o.f

public forest administrators and related government agencies.

161.It is evident that FAO thrown this plan is offering a realistic approach

to supplementary efforts geared at integrating the national resources and

its utilization of forests., mills and water resources for the benefit of

the continent.
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ILO

162. ILO has multifarious and alternating activities in the sphere of

human settlements and environmental establishments. To simply enumerate

some of those activities and put them against the background of the

International Year of Shelter for the Komelss one could mention the

following:

(i) the Special Public Works Programmes have been set up by the

organization for the benefit of various coir.^unities3

these are road maintenance, the fight against desertification.3

and distribution of potable water.

(ii) ILO has been engaged in feasibility and evaluation studies training

programmes and follow up courses. The ILO consequently has

developed a systematic professional training method with model

of qualification programmes.

163. The ILO has prepared educational material for the training of qualified

labourers in the field of masonry, concrete construction and carpentry.
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16H. The representative of the International Council for Building Research.^

Studies and Documentation(CIB) presented his organization to the meeting and

informed the meeting; that CIB was an international, non-governmental,

non-profit-making organization whose purpose is to encourage, facilitate

and develop international co-operation in building, housing and planning

research, studies and documentation; covering not only the technical but

also the economic and social aspects of building and the built environment,

165. CIB3 he said-,, was the primary mechanism through which the international

building community exchanges findings on building research and practice. It

endeavours to achieve its objectives by:

(a) promoting international co-operation between all types of building

research organizations,

(b) encouraging the international exchange of research personnel,

(c) fostering exchange of building and construction information and

research documentations and

(d) sponsoring international symposia on topical themes and holding

a triennial congress.

166. The main thrust of CIB's work, he added was to carry out through a

network of over 40 working commissions which were composed of specialist

representatives of CIB member institutions and of other co-opted experts.

These dealt with a variety of topics selected from CIB's field of interest.

The overall programme of the Working Commissions" activities was continually

revieved by the programme committees. He added that CIB had a number of

Working Commissions which were specifically dealing with problems of interest

to the developing countries. The active ones were:

- Timber Structures, Tropical Hardwoods

- Low Cost Housing

- Energy Conservation in the Built Environment in the Developing Countries

- Building Climatology

- Natural Disasters Migigation

- Utilization of Local Materials and Agricultural by-products
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167. He concluded that CIB3 in collaboration with the Reunion international

des laboratoires d'essais et de recherche sur Ics materiaux de construction-

(RILEM)> a Swiss organization to promote international co-operation in

research and development of test methods for construction materials. In

1983 organised the Nairobi Symposium on ''Appropriate Building Materials

for Low-Cost Housing. This symposium was the first in a series - Africa

Region. The second - for Asia and the Pacific Region - took place last

iioiith in Bangkok5 Thailand (January 19-263 1987), The third was expected

to take place in Latin America within the coming three years.
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168. in order to contribute to the International Year of Shelter for the

Homeless, the representative of Africa Union of Architects (AUA) has docidcd

to f;rganizG its third Congress vhica will deal with the stato-of-th.i-art

in construction and town and country planning in Africa (AFRICAHAT), 7-12

January 19^ in Dakars Senegal. Tho meeting will bo jointly organized by the

African Development Bank, Shelter Afriqii.:- and the Economic Community of West

African States (ECOHAS) anc* possibly ECAfl UNESCO and all other oraanizations

interested, in the event.

169. a dispatch of the Agence France Pressc ^ated 23 October 19BG Indicf.vod that

(AFfUCABAT) Mjill promote better Morth-South dialogue bctwoon public works ministers

and professionals of the building sector cir\c- i-uropcan, Anerican ?nd Asian

industrialists for the revival of the construction of infrastructures and housinr

in Africa. Here again^ the mrin intontion will be to brin^ about direct dialog

between those who set standards (architects) and the- builders or industrialists

so that they can speak the same lanquano. But the most appropriate way of describing

the meaning of AFRICABAT seems to have been expressed by the newspaper9 Urba

Press which had a headline in its 29 October edition "AFRICABAT 08: construction

in the heart of development'^ as a major construction fair brinnitc together

political decision niakerss industrialists and contractors.

170- In most. African countries, more: than GO per cent of what goes into

construction is Imported;, yet the establishment of local construction industries

helps directly to develop industries while solvific the problem of Africa's

homeless.

171- The establishment of building industries should bo tone ^ethodtcally by

ensuring that such industries v.-ill be profitable. Everyone knows that the markets

of African countries taken individually cannot justify the establishment of

profitable factories. The ambition of AFRICABAT is to get African economic

operators to meet partners likely to bring about a transfer of technology with

the assistance of African architects.
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Human Settlements Sub-committee report

Study on the establishment and strengthening or training '

facilities in the field of Huinarr Settlements in Africa (E/ECA/HUS/23) :

j_72. In introducing document E/ECA/hUS/23_ the representative of EGA

pointed out that the experience of many African countries during the first

three decades development had demonstrated the need to put greater

emphasis on the spatial consequences of development- Progress in the human

settlements sector could be achieved only if African countries had qualified

manpower. While some countries had established their ovm training institutes,.

others still relied on expertise from outside the African continent.

Traininn- in the area of human settlements called for multinational co

operation. The study recommended specific action to be taken at the national

and international levels to meet training requirements in the field of

human settlements.

3 731 After the introduction, the representatives of the United Republic

of Tanzania3 Senegal- Burundi. Zambia and Kenya took the floor to con

gratulate the Secretariat for the quality of the document and the

information contained therein. They described the experiences of their

ovm respective countries and how the training institutions in their countries

operated.

j_7q.< After endorsing the recommendations made by the document, they emphasized

the need to develop and to streamline the existing institutions so as to

avoid duplication,

175.The representative of Kenya requested that the Rural and Urban Planning

Department of the University of Nairobi should be included in the table

entitled; ''Location of training institutions in some African countries".
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Human Settlements Sub-committee report

Integrating Human Settlements Policies and Programmes into National

Socio-Economic Development Planning: Framework and Methodologies

(E/ECA/HUS/24)

176. A representative of the ECA, introducing this document pointed out

that the distinction formerly drawn between economic and social planning

objectives and the too strict sectorization of development planning had

been arbitrary and untenable and has become increasingly irrelevant.

Development includes both economic and social objectives. Since all

development planning is '-people-centred*' in the sense that the population

(people) is the basis and beneficiary of all planning.

177. Human settlement incorporates and encompasses almost the universe of

human activities and needs including the economic and social. The

distribution and settlement of population are closely linked with the

broader field of socio-economic development and change. Policies and program

mes for human settlements development therefore are part and parcel of

national socio-economic development.

178. The irrelevance of the distinctions among macro-economic sectoral

and other categorisations of planning are therefore uein^ increasingly

realized in several African countries whose Development Plans Documents no

longer speak solely of ''Economic Planning but rather of 'Plan for Economic

Social and Cultural Development'1' or of "National Socio-Economic Development

Plan. Planning is increasingly being integrated. He noted that aliuost all

the National Development Plans of African Countries examined indicated that

the general objective is that of bringing about an improvement in the living

conditions of the people9 and that several of these plans emphasize "inter-

sectoral integration in planning and harmonious inter-regional development.

The necessity for integrating the various aspects of planning including the

human settlements aspects is therefore widely acknowledged. The ECA
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representative want on to review the existing framework for national

development plan preparation and integration in several African countries

and noted that the framework used vai^ied among countries., and involved

three broad structures.

-. a key Ministry of Planning and/or Finance coordinating all Sectoral Plans,

- an Inter-^Ministerial Plan Coordinating Committee, Coordinating all

sectoral plans.

- a planning commission, independent of any Sectoral Ministry, Coordinating

all the sectoral plans.

179. The strengths and weaknesses of each of these as plan integration

framework were reviewed as vas their respective potential effectiveness.

180. While recommending the Inter-Ministerial Plan Coordinating Committee

framework as the most effective framework for Plan Coordination,, the paper

recognised that the framework and methodology adopted by a given country would

depend on which framework the country finds more workable under its part

icular local political milieu and circumstances and on the maturity of the

people who operate the given framework. In either case, continual inter-

ministerial consultations, discussions and good interministerial informaltion

flow is pivotal for successful plan integration.

181. The adopted integrating framework notwithstanding, it was emphasizes

that for a more effective integration of human settlements policies and

programmes into the national socio-economic planninga human settlements

objectivesj .^oals and priorities should be reflected among the national plan

objectives> goals and priorities at the highest policy levels. This is-neces

sary because it is on the basis ox the objectives > goals and priorities that

the pro^ammes and projects to achieve them would be formulated. The chances

of achieving integration of basic human settlements programmes in the national

socio-economic plans will therefore., be brighter if they are the subject of
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specific programmes reflected in the overall national plan objectives. He

also pointed out that the integration of human settlements programmes into

the national socio-economic plan would be uuch more effective if the location

or siting decisions of major projects of ether sectors could be made at the

beginning of the planning stage because of the implications that the impacts

of such locations have for human settlements programmes and activities.

182. In conclusion, the representative of the ECA stressed the necessity

for continuous interaction between technicians (especially the professional

planners) and the people who have ultimate responsibility for Political

judgements - the politicians, if plans would be carried through to achieve

their designated objectives.

Discussion

183, In the discussion that followed, the Representative of Shelter-Afrique

noted that this issue has been with us for sometime now, he stated that

the issue should be more relevantly raised at the Meeting of Ministers of

Economic Development and Planning as they are the targets of the issues raised.

He noted also that the paper ignored some external factors and actors such

as the IMF which would prevail on countries not to make substantial alloc

ations to the human settlements sector on the erroneous presumption that the

sector is not productive. He suggested that the meeting of Ministers of

Economic Planning of the ECA be requested to take cognisance of the issues

raised in this paper,

184.The delegate of Rwanda suggested that the problem of integrating human

settlements policies and programmes into national socio-economic development

plan could be a result of language and the way these are presented to national

planners. Human Settlements professionals may not have been making themselves

understood. He su£gested that they should present their case better by showing

what contributions human settlement- make in the economy and in the achievement
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of national development goals and objectives such as the generation of

employment and income in housing and public works programmes and projects

and in building materials industries. It assists "in the wider spread of

income to the lower levels. He noted that all constitutions and all

governments strive for the improvement of the living conditions of their

people and human settlements is part of these conditions they .seek to

improve. He emphasised that human settlements policies and programmes •

should be presented in a language which the economist would understand

e.Po finance, infrastructure, employment and income generation etc.; so

that it can be better appreciated, and provided for.

185. The representative of Congo, referring to paragraph 51 (IV) of the

paper stated that Interministerial Committees already exist iv. African

countries and that what is required is to give these Interministerial

bodies specific directions and responsiblities.

186. A representative of Zaire observed that human settlements programmes

should emphasize the problem' of low-income housing and suggested the

inclusion of low-income housing in the title of the paper. The secretariat

esplained that this was essentially a methodological paper, and that the

title was the title of the element in the official work programme. The

concern for low-cost housing was however taken note of.

187. Zimbabwe stated that one of the difficulties in integrating low-cost

housing programmes into national socio-economic planning is that low-income

housing is aid-oriented and often not able to justify itself economically.
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Human Settlements Sub-committee report

Programme for institutionalizing public housing participation

schemes for the low-income population in Africa (E/ECA/HUS/25)

188. In his introduction of document E/ECA/HUS/252 a representative of the

ECA secretariat said that housing was a primary concern of African

governments which needed to be looked at within the context of the increase

in population and its impact on the overall development process. The

aim of the study was to consider the various factors that influenced the

development of the housing sector and to put forward solutions likely

to improve curent housing policies for the low-income population.

■189. He then spoke about the housing situation in Africa and the role

of housing construction societies in national policies before stressing

the usefulness of public participation schemes as a means of reducing

current housing construction costs. The aim of such schemes was to get

participants to finance the construction of housing and the maintenance

and conservation of collective property and give them the opportunity

of contributing through their personal efforts3 to the housing and

improvement of their respective housing units,

190. He also made a comparative analysis of individual self-help, public

participation and contractor construction and mentioned obstacles to the

implementation of popular .participation in housing construction.

191. In conclusion_ he made some recommendations that vrould lay the foundations

for promoting public participation in housing.

192. In the discussions that followed, the speakers congratulated the secret

ariat for the quality of information in the document and expressed support

for the proposed recommendations.

193. The delegations of Zimbabwe and Senegal made statements on the achievements

and problems of the experiments carried out in their countries. They proposed

that the systems of access to housing credit should be reformulated to meet

the needs of the low-income population.
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An intefrrated Approach-to the Evaluation of Construction Needs of the

African Region (E/ECA/HUS/26)

194. Five countries including Tanzania. Zimbabwe, Zaire., Botswana and

Rwanda contributed to the discussions which followed the presentation of

the paper. All five delegates congratulated the secretariat for the detailed

work presented,

195. The delegate from Tanzania noted the experiences of his country in the

formation of a National Construction Council which corresponds with the

formation of an inter-ministerial mechanism suggested in the paper and

recommends the adoption of that particular recommendation. However, the

delegate from Zaire noted that since the system might be already existing

in some country._ a clause should be inserted so that the recommendation

covers only those countries which have not yet established such mechanisms.

196. On the second recommendation relating to teaming-up between local and

foreign firms7 the delegate from Tanzania noted that the recommendation should

be extended beyond the level of small-scale contractors to cover all national

construction companies where necessary. He noted the experiences in his

country where given proportion of projects are reserved for national companies.

197. Commenting on the same recommendation (2); the delegate from Zaire

noted that while such teaming-up could be desirable, the foreign exchange

implications that normally accompany the hiring of foreign companies should

not be forgotten.

198. Rwanda supported the objectives underlying; recommendation (2) but

suggests the need, for intra-African co-operation in construction. He noted

that if there could be uniform construction standards for the region, African

construction companies could be utilized for less dependence upon foreign firms.

199. The delegate from Tanzania commented on the need to increase productivity

and suggested that the use of incentives could be very rewarding.

200. In his observation the delegate from Botswana pointed out that while

the paper aptly pointed out what should be done (in the recommendations) it

does not indicate how the recommendations could be implemented. In reply,

the secretariat agreed to take note of such implementation measures in the future,
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Programmeof york 19^8-1989, Development of building materials industries and
Construction sector in Africa and Human Settlements contribution to the
implementation of APPER (agenda item G (f) :—~~

201, The Human Settlements programme of work for 19<?8-1989 biennium was

introduced by the secretariat. The secretariat emphasized the orientation of the

programme towards Implementation of regional policies and programmes. The main

focus of the programmes was on development of infrastructures, accelerated rural
transformation.physical planning and the building and construction sector. Hi thin

this programme the project for the development of building materials in Africa

was introduced. This regional project was designed to strengthen existinn

building materials development centres in the production, standardization and

commercialization of indigenous building materials along with training of

technicians, artisans, entrepreneurs and the mobilization of finance for the

commercial production of building materials. Delegates were informed of the

practical and operational nature of the project which will include the design

and construction of pilot housing schemes projects in participating member States.

Building codes and standards are to be given special consideration in the implementa

tion of this preset. The project was designed by ECA in collaboration with'
UHCHS (HABITAT) and Shelter Afrique and ECA has co-opted both UMCHS (HABITAT) and

Shelter Afrique as Associate Agencies in the execution of this project.

■202. Delegates were also asked to consider the paper on -'Human Settlements in the

Implementation of APPER1 which will be considered as the basis for the ECA

medium-term programme of work for 1990-1995. The crucial role of rural trans

formation, physical planning in stricking a harmonious interaction between rural

and urban areas and the provision of infrastructures as well as the need to

mobilize resources were highlighted. The endorsement by the Fourth Heating of the

Joint Intergovernmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment

(JIRCHSE) of both programmes of work for 1938-1989 and the recommendations
for the medium-term plan 1990-1995 were being sought.
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Environment Sub-Committee

203. Under the Chairmanship of Hon. Guy Nzouba-rfdama the Minister of

Housing and Settlements of Gabon as 1st Vice Chairman of the fourth meeting

of the Joint Committee• the sub-committee on environmental matters discussed

agenda items 7(a). (b). (e) (f) (~) and (h). Agenda item (c) and (d) which

were introduced at the plenary session under presentation of documents by the

secretariat, were not discussed as the french versions were still-not available

from the Conference Services. I!r. JOSEPH LETSHOLO PRINCIPAL PLANNER OF

BOTSWANA was unanimously elected Rapporteur of the subcommittee.

Agenda item 7(a)- Progress Report on 1986-1987 Environment in Africa

Programme Activities since the last meeting- including consideration

of the Environment in Africa Work Programme for 1983-1989 bieniiium

■(E/ECA/ENV/35)

204. The representative of the secretariat highlighted the main activities in

the Progress Report E/ECA/ENV/35, pointing out the ECA resolutions adopted

from the recommendations of the third meeting of the Joint Committee and

calling the attention of this fourth meeting to the proposed work programme

for the Environment in Africa for the 1933-1989 biennium.

205. In the discussion which followedj clarification was requested on the

use of the term "legislative bodies'7 in the "general objectives of the

secretariat'1 of the 1988-1989 work programme. It was decided to delete the

term to remove any ambiguity in meaning. A few delegations pointed out that

too much emphasis was put on drought and desertification control activities

whilst'nothing was mentioned about natural disasters plaguing African countries,

as for example the peculiar lake Hyos natural gas disaster in.Cameroon,

earthquakes and cyclones common in the island countries and floods in

Mozambique. The meeting decided to draft a resolution calling for the

Secretariat to take into account the different priority environmental problems

in different areas of the continent, in its biennial activities especially on

natural catastrophe. Several delegations pointed out the low attendance at
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this fourth meeting by drought-prone countries which were also affected by

desertification. Most of those countries were benefiting from the OAU FUND

for Drought Control, but have not shown enough interest to come and discuss

their problems.at an environmental forum each as this. The meeting

recommended a study of the problem involved and then it adopted the document

including the 1988-1939 Environment in Africa Work Programme. The meeting also
noted that an international conference on the causes and consequences of the
Lake Nyos disaster will be held shortly.

Agenda item 7(b): Progress Report on the Development of Environmental

Capabilities to Combat Desertification and the Impacts of Drought

in the Africa re-ion. . (E/ECA/ENV/31)

206. The ECA secretariat highlighted the points in the above mentioned document.

In the discussion that followed5 participants expressed the dissatisfaction that

the paper did not have updated information on combating desertification in all

the countries mentioned in the papers. Some delegates felt that the paper

did not give the historical context of most of the activities particularly

going back to the late 1970s and early 1980s. One delegate also complained

that only three of the five E1ULP0C sub-regions were reportea on in the paper.

207. Apart from an amendment on , the entry under Angola which gave the late

attainment of independence as being the cause for its under developmenta

updates were promised from Tanzania., Botswana, Zimbabwe, Rwanda and Cameroon.

208. One delegate expressed the view that he had expected to see an evaluation

of the-functioning of national environmental machineries so that an idea could

be got as to the environmental problems that member States were facing. One

participant pointed out that it was the'.duty of member states to help the

secretariat in supplying the necessary information by fitting in questionnaire

that were sent to them from the secretariat.

209= One participant questioned the sources of the information contained in the

paper saying that in his country there were several agencies dealing with

environment-related matters and that the secretariat should decide on what

national environmental machinery it should deal with.
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910. In re?lv to this point the chairman pointed out that it was the duty

of the government to tell the secretariat which was the national lead agency

on environmental matters with which the secretariat should deal and not the

reverse.

211. In reply to the remarks and issues raised by participants, the

secretariat said that all the air,en<fcients and editing errors pointed out will

be done. The Secretariat expressed appreciation for the concern, of participants

about the scanty information containea in the paper on the functioning of

national environmental machineries, lie said that the Secretariat relies

on information it receives 2i?ou member States as some participants had pointed

out and that the paper had stimulated the desire for member States to provide

updates to the paper and hoped that this will continue so that at the next

meeting a more detailed paper could be presented.

212. In answer to the question of the sources of information in the paper,

on the Secretariat pointed out that they got from country reports at the last

Joint Committee meeting and country reports at subsequent meeting on drought

and desertification. It was pointed out that the report dealt with the

situation between the two meeting and did not intend to go back beyond that

period.

213. In conclusion, the sub-committee recommended that the Secretariat under

take an evaluation study on the functioning of national sub-regional and

regional environmental machineries especially for drought and desertification

control. The meeting also took note of the request from the Secretariat for

updates their country activities in the report especially in relation to the

regional plan of action to combat drought as published in RURAL PROGRESS Vol. 5

which was distributed at the meeting.
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Agenda item 7(e): Development of Environmental Training for

Technicians on Marine Pollution; Coastal Erosion and Depletion

of Marine Resources in the EEZ. (E/ZCA/r.NV/32).

214. The UNECA Secretariate presented the document in brief by Stating that

it was a summary of a consultant's report on the topic indicated above.

215. The Secretariate requested that each member State should up-date annex

I of the documents which related to institutional resources for Monitoring

Pollution and depletion of living resources in the coasts and Marine environment

in Africa.

216. The representative of the Secretariate stressed that ECA was mostly

interested in developing national technical capabilities of African countries^

for a systematic Monitoring of Pollution in the coastal marine environment as

well as developing the manpower resources,

217. During the discussion, one delegate felt that the title and emphasis of

training of technicians., but he would have liked to see the area of training

marine ecolopists at professional level stressed in the paper. Also clarification

was requested on the differences between sewage discharge and domestic/

commercial waste discharge and also on negative pollution.

218. On answering the questions raised the secretariate pointed out that

negative pollution was a concept used to indicate pollution due to loss of

useful material from the environment such as in coastal erosion, as against

ordinary g^, and water pollution caused by adding toxic substances to the

environment.

219. Another delegate pointed out that the document only, treated uroblems of

marine pollution,, without mentioning pollution problems of rivers and lakes.

The ECA secretariate pointed out that UNEP has just started a programme on

inland waters to address such pollution problems.
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220. Another delegate observed that the environmental problems of sand,

corals and trachyte which are used in the building industry arc a major

problem in the island countries of Africa. He said that his country

has just started a project to study the imports on the marine ind inland-

environment, brought about by the exploitation of marine resources5

namely sand, corals and trachyte.

221. After the discussion on this matter, the committee agreed to nake

a recommendation to stress the importance of developing policies. guidelines

and regulations on the environmental problems of harvesting sand^ corals., and

trachyte on the island environment.

Agenda item 7(f). Progress _Hep.Q^t._°JL.the__ImpleiTientation of

ECA Resolution 578 (JjXJ±jm_^J^j$?P_ ^^2£ial Conference

on the Environment (E/ECA/ENV/33) :

222. In his contribution the UNEP

Representative emphasised the vital importance of the financial contributions

of Governments for the success of the Cairo Programme of Action both as a

source of funds for the implementation of the programme and as a catalyst for

attractinr outside assistance by demonstrating the determination of African

Governments to help themselves. He stated that a? of the end of January

1987 only 18 governments had indicated in affirmative terms thair acceptance

of the financial arrangements. He hoped remaining Governments:will follow

suit.

223. With rerard to the village and stock-raising that since there projects

were intended as grass-roots activities based on popular participations they

occupied a position of■special importance in the Cairo Programme, and their

success vies crucial to the success of the entire programme. He said preparatory

studies on selected villages and stock-raising zones had started in Kenyaa

Uganda, Sudan and Zaire and action plans based on these studies would be

formulated for implementation by the Governments. He indicated that similar

action was envisaged for Senegal, Ethiopia, Egypt and some other countries.
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The representative of UNEP said that the Second Meeting of the AMCEli in

June 1987 at Nairobi will consider the relationship and modalities for

cooperation with this Joint Committee. He also gave a summary of follow up

actions taken so far on AMCENI.

224. In the discussion that followed participants expressed the concern that

the PaI>eF did not give them much information on what the secretariat was

doing about sorting cut the modalities of co-operation between the Joint

Committee and the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AI4CEN)

as contained in that resolution. Participants expressed the concern that

the procedures for the exchange of ideas and reports betweon the two bodies were

not clear and wanted to know what the secretariat was doing about this.

225. The representative of the secretariat explained after the Yaounde session

of the ECA Conference of Ministers which passed the resolution 578 (XXI) the

difficulties that arose were linked with the fact that the Joint Committee

had its mandate from the General Assembly through the ECA Conference of

Ministers and that any amendment to this mandate had to follow the same procedure.

It was further explained that the most important mandate of the Joint Committee

was to review the environment in Africa and Human Settlement work programmes

and make recommendations to the ECA Conference of Ministers and that this

role cannot be taken over by the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment

which was established by UNEP in collaboration with the ECA and the OAU.

226. In conclusion participants recoinnend that the secretariat should continue

to study the modalities of co-operation with AMCEN.

Agenda item 7(g)i Report of ECA/WMO Inter-Agency Consultations on

Establishing an African Centre of Meteorological Applications for

Development (ACMAD): Bujumbura,, 8-1C October (E/ECA/ENV/34)

227. The representative of the secretariat highlighted the contents of document

E/ECA/EMV/34 on the above joint ECA/UMO expert group meeting organised in

response to ECA resolution 585(XXI) to prepare a draft constitution of ACMAD
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and submit it to the twenty second session of the Commission through this Joint

Committee. He also highlighted the work of the consultants and recommendations

of the expert group on the preparatory assistance phase of the project on

ACMAD funded by UNDP.

228. Several delegations raised points for clarification on the main text and

on the draft constitution which was Annex III to the document. The EGA

Secretariat pointed out that on the funding of ACMAD, the same resolution

585(XXI) had suggested that potential host countries be willing to under

write the capital and other costs of the Centre, Responses were being awaited

from Egypt, Kenya, Algeria, Uiger except Senegal who has sent a reply that

it does not want ro be considered as a potential host country. The Secretariat

also noted that even though donour usually cover most of the financing of an

ECA-sponsored Centre at its initial phase of 5 years, it was necessary for

member States to start with token contributions at the initial phase, with

gradual increase in contributions to enable governments to take over completely

when the donor withdraw after the Centre is fully established. The WMO

representative supplemented this by clarifying the structure of ACMAD as

shown in the Organogram in Annex I and by explaining the meaning of -'Centre

of Excellence as the best that can be provided for Africa, and of evolving

needs of Africa" in terms of the growth of meteorology to meet economic demands

in the continent.

229. On the draft constitution of ACMAD, several delegation sought clarification

on Articles 5 8.,12 and 1G. The ECA Secretariat responded that on Article 5,

parag. 2(a), it was the practice in establishing about 30 ECA-sponsored

institutions for the Executive Secretary to remain Chairman of the Board of

Governors at the initial phase until the institution was well established as

constant guidance was needed. However, it was noted that it was the ECA

Conference of Ministers to winch the Board report,: through the Joint Committee,

that had the ultimate responsibility. On article G parar. 1, was pointed out
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that It was not necessary for the Centre to have previled^es and immunities

in each member State, only where it is located. Article 12 on the Resources

of the Centre with pararr. 1 suggesting that the finances of the Centre be

derived from contributions made by member States has been dealt with in

the previous paragraph. Article 16 on Entry into Force did not meet the

approval of many delegations.

230. One delegation suggested that the matter.be brought to the 14th instead

of the 13th EGA Conference of Ministers and another delegation suggested that

for geographical balance, AC1IAD should be located at Burundi where the WMO

Regional Office for Africa is located.

Finally on the establishment of ACMAD. the Sub-committee recommended that

Ci) this document E/ECA/ENV/3'* both the draft constitution of ACMAD

as Annex III, be sent to all African Governments for detailed

study for the EGA Conference of Ministers in April 1937.

(ii) the ECA Secretariat continues to contact donors besides UNDP

for the Centre ACMAD, and report to the Conference of Ministers.



Annex I

DRAFT RESMUTIC:: OS! HU"A- SFTTLE'TITS

Considering that rural cr-insfornation bas^,:l on sound regional ano physical

planrinn are vital to the implementation of APPERS

Conscious of the rich experiences available in /Uric" and the neec tc

promote'exchanges of these experiences -among its member States,

Aware of the limited resources available for tho development of menbsr"Statas3

Appeals to member States to nivs "higher nriority to physical p

development and management of their hunan settlements;

- Further .appeals to member States to oU?. specie! focus on creating an

enabling environment for: the honcloss.s the poor and tha disadvantage.: qroups to

improve their own shelter and neighbourhoods:

Urpes member States to take imnediats measures to interrate o&ysical

planning and rural transformation policies and nroorames into national_ socio-

economic developmsnt nlanm>0!i

Reouests.the Executive Secretary of ECA ir. co-operation with th-s Cxscitive

Director of U^CKS (HADITAT), and the Managing Director of Shelter Afrique* UiifP a*id

the ^orld Bank and other aid agencies to mobilize resources, for tho provision

of technical assistaixe, upon request, from renber States in the fomulation and

impienentation of Shelter and hur^n Settlements policies and pronrarr^es.

Reconnizinn that the buildin'j and construction sector plays a crucial role

in other sectors such as agriculture, industry, transport and communications and

in the provision of physical infrastructure in human scttlanerts,.

Utqcs nenber States to promote policies conducive to the cJevo'ionment of t^r3

construction sector alonq the follov^ir^ lines:

(a) strengthen!no bi'ilc'inn materials development institutions anri production

facilities to produce indigenous buiUJinn naterials ns well as its utilization and

to train local technicians, artisans for the construction ofinfrastructures and

Implementation of rural trans'formatiotr.

(b) revision of the buildinr codes and standards in1-consonance with the

prevailing circumstances in mernber States:

(c) promoting the informal sector, i.e. the snail scale contractors: buildino

co-operatives as they are labour-intensive enterprises pro<\'ucinn canital for all

sectors of economy at a low capital intensity
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-' (d) developing of low-cost solutions for all building types ap/i needs. This

could be done by the design and execution of pilot projects which establish

clear precedents for large scale projects;

(e) establishing and or strengthening existing housing finance institutions

catering for the poorest section of the society.

Commends the Executive Secretary cf ECA and the Executive Director of UNCHS

(HABITAT) and the fianaginc Director of Shelter Afrioue for their efforts to

formulate a major regional project, designed to assist African governments in the

development and production of indigenous building materials to meet the irrwediate

needs of low-cost shelter and infrastructure construction;

Appeals to Shelter £frique, UNDP and other aid agencies to give favourable

consideration to providing the necessary financial resources for the effective

implementation of this project.

Recognizing that effective human settlements development reauires close

co-operation between the public and private sectors as well as community

participation at the local level.

Urges member States to remove institutional barriers that may present

obstacles in the efforts of the poor and disadvantaged groups to improve their

own shelter and neighbourhoods;

Recommends that member States explicitly promote community participation

in human settlements planning, development and management and adopt oolicies and

programmes that would enable the people to fully participate in meeting their own

shelter and related needs.

Recognizing that the development of the human settlements sector requires

the availability of trained human resources at all levels,

noting the high priority given to training in the field of human settlements

by Governments, ECA and UfiCHS (HABITAT) in the respective work programmes9

Requests the Executive Secretary in co-operation with b'flCHS (HABITAT), to

assist member States in promoting human resources development to meet the

requirements of urban and rural settlements inter-alia, through: (a) development

of training materials5 (b) organization of training courses and workshopsa

(c) establishment of networks of human settlements training institutions,
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{*_.) continuous assessment and evaluation of human settlements training in

Africa, (e) mobilisation of resources and co-ordination of the pronramrces of

various Did organization? concerned with human settlements training in Africa.

g that the 19P>13CO and the ^dium-term Priorities for member States

1990-1595 es presented unf'c-r the »-.-ork orograrcmes of EGA have been rrenareu in

collaboration with UrXHS (HABITAT) in order to ensure effective co-ordination and

harronizaticn of activities in the srea of human settlements ir; the renions

Endorses the 19St>190S work programmes and the :iediun-tern Priorities for

m«pber States 1990-1995 in the human settlements sector, as proposed by the

executive Secretary,
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XHCsATXOiSS Ci E:!VIPO^ HATTERS

I. Anen-te itesri 7 (a)

Tins Committee requests tho Secretariat to appeal to those drought

strickon countries in future to endeavour to participate in environmental

neeti?<qs of 'tins nature so as to shero their oxrr-riepc^s with othar

member countries.

II. Agenda item ? (b)

The fourth meeting of the Joint internovornrcGntal P^iona! Committee on

Human Settlements and Environment after-examining the progress report on

the development of environmental capabilities to combat desertification and

the impacts of drought in the Africa renion (docunent r/F,CA/OIV/31)9

rscorrasnds. to the ECA Secretariat to undertake1 an evaluation of the

evolution of. desertification and.drought in Africa in rel^tic^ with the efforts

beim undertaken by agencies working on conbatine desertification.

■ To facilitate this evaluation which shoulc' be submitted to the fifth

meeting of the Joint Committee ?n appaal is r^de to rriGmbor States to

forward the necessary data (information) to ECA nnd resoonri to questionnaires

that will be sent out to this effect.

III. Agendf. item 7 (b)

The meeting recownsnded the integration of programmes of human settle

ments toe-ether with .those of forests and soils r.anaric^rt an^ conservation"

Considering;

- tho diract relationship botween the establishment of huran settlnirents

and utilization of forest resources, especially for buildinn ooles

and fuelwoods

- the forest resources nust play ^n important role in the supply of bosic

cormoditios in space znC tine, especially for the rural communities'

Recontends:

- the strengthening of the capabilities of the respective countries cf tho

recion in both fields, in order to set up plans and nronraixies for

settlements, and takirm into account the productiofi capacity of lan^s ard

forests vis-a-vis the needs of the communities,

- that the FAO's Tropical Forestry Action Plan becomes the *rain tool to

channel the activities which aro airrad et ?, dGVGloping and corsservinn

the forest and soil resources of the continent, closely with rural

develooment activities.



E/ECA/IGRC/HS/ENV/S7/IV/L

Annex II

Page 2

IV. Agenda itorc 7 (e)

The Conference recc^on-ls thst the island countries take appropriate actior

based on their realities p.t.a national lev,-}] to protoct the narine environments

in particular activities associated with the exploitation of narine resources,

namely sand, corals and trachyte. He therefore raconmond that; a regional

project be developed to study the existing state of the art of the

exploitation of marine resources such as sand, corals and trachyte, and

[fake appropriate reconnendations to state concerned: that ECA and U?!EP should

look at the appropriate modalities for -Jev2lop1na such a;regional project

and find the financial resources to implement the project.

V. Agenda item 7 (f)

After examining the progress report op, the implementation of resolution

573 (XXI) on the Africsn Ministerial Conference on the Environment (Ar'CEIi')

the Fourth meeting of the Joint Committee rGComrantter.! that tho Secretariat

should continue to study the modalities of collaboration with IHEP and OAl-

in the implementation of the Cairo prografnme, as-weli. as that on co-operation

between A!XEH and this Joint Committee.

VI. Agenda item 7 (g)

Kaving considered the report of the ECA/KT- Intsr-aqsncy meeting op.

the establishment of ACAD:,

Considering that thf: fyr,c*anent?l problems relative to financinn, providinn

eauipnent. how rrembcr States vf^rc to pay their contributions an'i where the

hcednuortors of f\CW would he established had still not boon resolved.

The Co^frittee recornond? that tin Executive Socrotary of TCA should;

(a) Pursue his contacts with the United nations Environment Pronramme a:u.!

other international anencios in order to secure the funds needed to finance

the activities of AC"/w:.

(b) Continue the joirit rOi/HriO study on toloconrniniciition in Africa

financed by tho Federcl Republic of Germany in order to find the appropriate

equipment for ACLAO;

(c) Undertake, on the basis cf the criteria selected3 technical visits to

the countries willing to host ACFinf)-

(u) Submit a detailed report on these fundamental problems to the

fourteenth ordinary session of the RCA Conference of Ministers.
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Any other business (ascm!a itei? 0)

The Chairman informed the Conrntteo that sons collations havo

su^nsstGu i=raftinr? a note of sympathy to r-r?sidcnt 3iyo of the Rooyblic

of Cameroon on the Lake Hyos natural 03s disaster. The mossar:« of

synpathy drafted wes read.

n th'j sipoastion of another delegation, one miriutc1 silence was

observe for the victins of the disaster.




