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Introduction

The 25th Internatlional (enference on Social Welfore 1wz heald in
liarrakech, lioroccs between 24 and 29 June 1990 under the high patronage
of Eis Royal Highness, King Hessan IT. The Conference was Jointly
organized by the Interrational Council on Social Welfare (%ased in
Vienna, Austria), and the Miristry of Handicrafts and Social Affairs.
Liorocce.

Participants were drawn from Ch couniries. Some came in their
personal capacity, whila others otiended as representatives  of
governments, internaticnal agencies, and non-rovernmental orgenizations.
The list of participants circulatad hy <he organizers was not up-dated
by the time the confersnce came o an end. '

ECA's Contribution

LCA's interest in the conference lies in the theme, "The Human
Dimension of Iccal Developnent: Aecepbing +the Ch&:}.len{:ea”‘ Althoush
the invitation to participate arrived in Addis Abala mnly on 18 June
{too late %o enshle the Commission to prepore a paper for, and -ake
substantial contributions at, the conference) the decision to nominate
a celegate paid off. As the representative of the ECA, Dr. 10.J. Balogun,
Senior  Regional Advicer, PHSD, participated at +he plenary ‘sessions
as well as ir group discussions. He =zlso seize? the opportinity to
brief delegates ahout ECA's perspective:s on the conference theme.

Why the Focus on the Bumsn Dimension

T, Hpe

The Inteornational Council on Social Velfare decided on the “heme
for this year's conference for two major reasons, viz, '

(z) today, pecple throughout the world are talking incrensingly

in terms of local development, and of the "local reality
of developrent”, and '

{i1) substantial development hss  tfaken - place  in thinking
highlighting the  dimnertance of the " humen  dimensiorr in
development

The Plenary and Group Sessions

Substantive work Dbegan at ¥Flenary Session II vhich addressed the
issue "Local Develcpment: Content and Context”. The speaXers at this
session (Senta Essenfeld, and Rene Lenoir) eyamined the progress in,
and the constraints on, decentralization in different parts of the
world. Rene Lencir (who is the Dircctor of the famous Ecole Nationale
d'Administration in France} demonstrated his firm grip of the suhiect
by his detailed and comparative ssesessment of whe situations In different
parts of the world, particularly. the vesihern Furopc, U.S.4., and Africa.
The two spealiers. hetween then, provided a povertful justificatior for
the renewed interect in popular participation at the local leveal.
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At the end of the second plenmarv session. the parvicipants jolned
the fora sessions of their choice. The fora sessions examined the
fellowing fopics:

Forum A:  {ul-ural Roots of Local Develorment

Forum F: hobilizing Human Resources

Forum C: Working in Parinevship at Locsl fevel

Forum D: Hjnvolvement and Commitment of People. is af Stake... -

Forum P ?eflectlng Local R lltne in Policy Formilation

Plenary Sessicn IIJ focused or "'The Hummen Dimension of Llocal
Development.' There were tve spoakers -~ Atpionsine Bonva and Fahbuir
Ul-¥aq. The former {lis. Bony ra) presented a paper giving a detailed
scccunt of fthe reole of nonerovernmentsl organizaticns ond voluntary
groups in varicug parts of Africe. In hwov view, the real:ty of local

developmernt would he greatly enhanced 1f the polertisl of such sroups

were fullyv explered.

At Plenary Session v, Professors Nicholas - Dean. - and

Koertjaraningrat (of the Universivies. of Dirmingham ard Indoresia.
respéctively) discussed . the topic "Tocal Development: Praoctice and .-

Proceéss.” Professor Deakin .noted tha®t the unziion-state, as we msed
to know it, was exposed to threats {rom two opposite sides - tlhe local
commmity and the supra-naticnal buresucracies., The clamour for populer
participation and for the cmpoverment of locaf‘commnmitins‘mﬂanﬁﬁthat
the national pgovernaneni has to shed some ¢f its powers ond funciions.

At the same time, the demand for ropional economic. integratior leads
to the peossibil {ties that the same national government vould have %o
surrender scme of Its powrvs tc supra-national beodles. This raises
twe major guestions. Firvs is theore ne dancor of a hack-lach sapainst

H

the whittling“down,of ét onal” powerﬁ Second, what wvardsticks can
we uUse to deocids on the optinum division of powers and functions among
the wvarious levels of goverament - local, national, and supra~national?

These quections are relevant not only to Furope (rspecially =s 1692
approaches. and  the iven . carta zin sepraiaving the esst from the west
comes dovn) Wt alsc Lo Africa. :

At the end of the discussions on il Plepary [V presentsalions,
the participants weni o one of the follicuing scminar groups:

Seminar 1: Work and Employment

L1

2: Health
! 3: Literacy D
) L: Fducation snd Training :
! 5: Housing, .Town and Country Planning
i £: Environment
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Geminar 7+ Nutrition
" o Bullding up Local Democracy
3 Q: Creating Socinl Dolidarity
N 1 Lirking Local Development to Regional and Mational

Policy
" 13+ Administrative Lsneets of Local Development

Plenary Session V was set aside for Horocco, Examining the sub~
theme "'The Dynamics of Ioeal Development .n HMorocco, the speakers
(Abdelvhed Belkeziz, Jallal Said Fouad Lahlou, Mohammed Rijaad, and
Driss Toulali) uriefed +the cdrlegates  ahout current developments in
the administration of local commnities in Horoceo.

The ‘'tloroccs Day” {(as Seszion V was tageed) was followed v the
Commission leetings. Like the Fora seminar sessions referred to eariier,
the  Commission lectings  represented  another Jevice to  enhance
apnertunities for individual participatior in discussiocns. The authors'

ferum served more or less the sanpe purpose.

Up to the later pere of Thursday, 28 June, discussions at pleasry
and growup sessions ¢id not appear to he coordinated and well-focused.
It sas at the Regional Heetings (held between 14.30 apd 1I7T.3C on 28
June) wliere delegates from aifferent rarts of the world {Africa, Asia,
Burcpe, latin America and the Carribean. and lorth America) were able
to relate the conference theme 4o thejir unique situations.

In his presentastion at thre Africa Regional fHleeting., the ECA
representative brought the delegates up-to date ahout ECAfg perspectives
on development strategics and +the humon dimension. Accordirg *to bim,
the challenge vwhich the barrakech conference theme exhorted the people
to accept had been defined at conferences organized by the ECA. Sterting
witk the infternational confererce held in Abuja in 1067: through the
1988 conference in Khartoum, “udan: and the most recent (February 1990)
conference held in Arusha. Tanzania, the ICA has consistently challenged
the purely economistic no*ion of development and argued in favour of
a human-centyed development philosopiy. The LECA's view 1is informed
not only by Africa’s sad experience in implementing centrally imposed
development plans and policies, but also Y ihe reservoir of enerey
which +he erstvhile top~dewn approach to developrment administration
failed to explore and expioit.  The ECA representative then proceeded
to intimate the delegates about the conclusions and recommendetions
of the EKhartoum and Arusha Conferences. He circulated the folloring
bublications and advised those vho vished that copies he sent to them
Lo supply their addresses and indicate the languare preferences:

(i) The Khartoum Declaration
(ii) African Charter for Popular Participation
(iii)  AAP-CAP
{iv} The African Alternative: Putting the People First

A total of 09 requests vere received [piease see Annex A, atiached].
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Prasident
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Iahidol Building. Room
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Dr. Jawes 0. Billups
President
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on Social Welfare
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“nter-University Consortium for
Interrmational Social Development

College of Hocial Uork

1ohT Collepgs Road

Columbus, CH L3210-1162
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Paris Gffirce

Er. Iatunruly Kaba
Secretary Genersl
ACIVEA

11, rue de Clichy
P.0. Bex 506G

15422 Paris Cedex 0O
France

Africa Cffics

bir. Matungulo Kaba
Secretary Cenerel
ACTVE

Africa Coordination
F.0. Box PlOcz
Dakar Ponsi

Jenepnl

tir, Jervacge I.5. Chakurmodzi

Ixecutive ZBecretary
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P.0. Box L8O
Blantyre

Malewi

A1 D
PQOn Box T25
Banjul
The Cambia

hoi.ili41})]

Annex A



ECA/PHSD/RA/Q0/T/[26,1.1(11)]
Annex A
Pape 2

T. ir. Alain Verbaapen
Universite Libre de Pruxelles
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Ay, F.D. Roosevelt, S0
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£ Remburger Schule Feir
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Gesima Vogel
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9. Mrs. D. Maude Alanvys
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Fr, Taaroufi Atikp
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1i. Austrian Cormitiee on
Social Welfare
A-1010 Vienma
Schottenring 24
Austrie

iz. . Lourence Iuvumbu
C.P. 1C.£20 Luanda
Republica Popular de Angola

13. M. Victor Farcoline
Secretaria de Estdde Jde
Assuntos fociais
C.P. 102-C Luanda
Republice Populzr de Angols

1k, br. C.8.A. Akran
National Theatre
P.H.B. 12524
Iganmu
Lages
Nigeria
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Secretary Cenernl, National Council
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37. Madame Adelaide Garher
Africa Coordinator
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Ghana
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Ghana Red Cross Society
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tir. Meohomed Sadak Mahdy
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Cairo

Egypt

Ilr. Haddad Abdelhadi
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France

Chovw , Chen-—ou

Prof. Department of £Lild Velrare
Chinese Culture University Ko. 3
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fis. Glauce Maria Navarro Burity -
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Brasil

Carlos Reherto dos Santos
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Brasil

CEP 21041

Iphonsine Bouva
c/o A.C.E.V.A,
B.P. 2102%

Dalkar
Genepal

Fr. E1 Bourkhissi lichamed
£ Rue Aguelmane Sidiali
Apdal

Rabat
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Mr. Epmanuel P. Katati
Dept. of focial Development
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Iusaka

Zanbla

Gesima Vogel, Arrowverlag
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2000 Haminuorg,

V., Germany
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s, Anne Herst

1C5Y Fepresentative
50 Crand Mont Plenry
CH-12¢0 Versoix
Switzerland

farrakech

Mlorocceo

Fr. Amrani Ahlelushab
Association Honane
B.P. 256

Tetouan

Faroe

Youria Semmar Bouhroum
Tue Biara o, 14

Hahat

Faroc

Ms. Fatirmz Dohbi

Union Nationsle des formmes lorocaines
3, Rue SP Afghani
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Ms., liawureen Sears

Ruskin Collepe

Oxford

England

Mr. Bannie Lembe
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Ms. Aiche Neij
Assif B. 364 Marrakeel
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lis. Isabel Massons Zamora
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59, Piler lopez Delgodo
Depertemento de Estedistice of Ecoetric
faoulted de Ciencias Economicos
Plaza E1 Ljide, s/n
29013 - hialapga
Spain

(0. Mr, Tom Mulvey
HK¥JUS Roem 1003
1% Hennessy Road
Hong Kong

61, Wu Chun Fing
10F. 3 Mar Hei Ré. Taipei

Taiwvan
H2. Mr. Stephen 8.Y. Chan

52 Tin Han Tenpie Rd., 2/F
Hong Kong

SER Mr. Lourenco Luvumbv
C.P.10.620-Tuanda
Hepublica Popular de Angola

Al Mr., Vietor HMarcoline
C.P.102-C Luanda
Republica Popular de Angola
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Marrakech
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67. Mr. Danny Power
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Centredo Forantion d'Instituteurs
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Harac
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Marrakech
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