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~iLadies and -Genitlemen

- Invited Guests
Dear Colleagues

f,It is with qreat pleasure that I welcome you to Afrlca Hall :
Headquarters of the Economlc Comm1581on for Afrlca (UNECA), to
commemorate two speclal events Afrlcan Statlstlcs Day‘whlch 1s belng
celebrated to ~day; and Afrlcan Development Informatlon Day whlch.W1ll_
be celebrated tomorrow. The commemoratlon of these events is. 1ntended
to hlghllqht-the=Cﬂltlcalanle'Of statlst;cal_and 1nformatlon-systems

in;achievihq sustainable development in Africa.

0wday 1s the flfth annlversary of Afrlcan Statlstlcs Day follow;ng
. the adoptlon in May 1990 of - the Addls Ababa Plan of Actlon for
Statistical Develepmentxln Afrlea in the- l990,-py_the Slxteenth

4meeﬁing ef‘African-Mihieters'responsibie fer.Ecoeomic Plahhing*%hd_
 $De§e1oﬁment Whlle the next ‘day will be the third annlversary of

' Afrlcan Development Informatlon Day

The_impcrtaht role.played by Statistiee aﬁd detelepment informetion
in all-walkeﬁef life,particﬁlerlynin'edoﬁoﬁie and'socielieeetore
gannet'be over eﬁphasized: This role isjvitei_notlehiylat ﬁetfﬁhal
level bUt\aieb in strengthening ieter-country eooperation in‘tfede
lnvestment joint Ventures etc. It is 1n thls context that this
.:year s celebratlons are dedlcated to reglonal 1ntegrat10n w1th the_

theme of,

MBUILDING STATISTICAL CAPACITY IN SUPPORT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

' AND REGIONAL INTEGRATION.



Indéed,‘,buildihq,'statistiqal capacity should be simultaneously

pursued in all various sub-sectors including:

; Interhatienei-Trade;..'

I :Banking and Finance; | : | .

. National Accoﬁhter
;F'-Population.and_nousing;

.Qf., inil Registration;

. eHealth'ahd-Edﬁdatidn;

. Imﬁiération end_Tdﬁrism;'

L CiimateeandeEn?ironment;

. 'Energy and Natural Resources etc.

All these subwsectoral'stétieties, when'compiled in an'integrated |
manher, would . form the ba51s of a natlonal statlstlcal 1nformat10n

system (SIS) However, from a practlcal p01nt pf view and taklngj'

1nto account resource constralnts and the advances in the 1nformetlon o

teehnology,_lt 1s‘adv1sable to develop such;a system on a modular

path, based”on priorities.

Whiie' on. the . -subject- of . -netional =statistical' iﬁformation-
'systems, it is 1mportant to recall recent developments in the United
Nations. Spec1flcally, the Unlted Natlons Department for ‘Econonic
and_Social Information and Policy Analysis (DESIPA){ 1n_col;aboratlen'.
with thefregibnal eemmiseiohs, hae}initiataﬂVa[projeéteentitied .
ﬂnited.Natiphe'Economid_and Sociai Iﬁformatioﬁ Syetem.(UNESISQ¢wwithf
a}-viewf te' hafmoniéing “and eStablishing llihkages, withinf:the.
:_GfganiZatibn; emongj statietieall_ande‘related_ datagméeriegtlin.*the

‘economic and social applications. UNESIS will be develdped over the



' neXt fev'veare;”1 All ﬁember Stetes of. the.Organization, iholuding
: developlng countrles, espe01ally in Afrloa, should beneflt from the
:.system through tlmely and effectlve oollectlon, proce351ng and
fdlssemlnatlon of harmonlzed multi- eeotoral data serles necessary for -

o natlonal as. Well as. reglonal development.

A related 1eeue is that of ooordlnatlon among the member stateeu
"In Afrloa, as you may be aware, and follow1ng the adoPtlon of the 
' Addls Ababa PIan of Actlon for Statlstlcal Development 1n Afrlca in
'the ;9903, an 1mplementatlon strategy was: adopted 1n 1992, S;nce
then, a Coordlnat;ng-Commlttee on Afrloan-Statlstloalynevelopment
(CAéD), 'oompoeed of 'various_rinternetiohall.agenoieskriregiona;
- inetitutions'ahd'eome member Statee; and four seo-oomﬁitteee have
vbeen set up for the purpose of COOIdlnathH of varlous statlstlcal
_‘development act1v1t1es. The Commlttee held its. fourth meetlng f_
itearller this- year along' w1th. meetlngs of sub—oommlttees ‘. Work.
'programmes for all sub—commlttees were flnallzed and prlorlty areas
.need;ng urqent attentlon vere 1dent1f1ed,-."“
An 1mportant step 1n the work of the Coordlnatlng Commlttee on,
\_Afrlcan Statlstlcal Development (CASD) is the preparatlon 'of‘
guidellnes for Needs Assessment and Strateqy Development (NASD), to
a581st countrles in asse551ng thelr current and future data neede asg
Well as requlrements of thelr statlstlcal systems. These NASD
'7 eXerclses would enable oountrles to formulate plans and programmes
| for the development and strengthenlng of thelr statlstlcs. Tt should 7

.be-stated,that through the NASD rev1ews, 1ssues of statlstlcal'

priorities, user/producer y\commltteee, work - programmes and



organlzatlon of the natlonal statlstlcal system could be carefully

-con51dered for 1mp1ementat10n

u'_iAs'pointed out earlier, statistioel-data_should pleyhe ﬁejOr

- role in the monitoring and -evaluation of regional economic

cooperatlon and 1ntegratlon schemes. Indeed. the ooming into-foroe.

of the Abuja Treaty establlshlng the AfricentEconomic'COmmuhity
'presents great challenges to Afrlcan countrles 1n the concretlzatlon
"of thelr efforts ' Among such challenges is the need to ensure that
'concepts and methodology in. the collectlon and - compllatlon of

'-statlstlcs are standardlzed across .countrles, to facllltate

comparablllty and 1nterpretatlon of stetlstlcs requlred for pollcy“

formulatlon and plannlng.

_ Another 1mportant aspect of capaclty bulldlng is tralnlng._fln‘

this regard,'lt is heartenlng to observe that deSplte flnanclal

Constraints, member States have actlvely partlclpated ln the just"

'concluded Workshop on Statlstlcal cOmputlng It is hoped that& .

-.forthcomlng Workshops on Strategles for Acceleratlng the Improvement
‘of ClVll Reglstratlon and- Vltal Statlstlcs Systems, and on

'Env1ronment StatlSthS Indlcators and Accountlng, w111 also recelve

-the same attentlon._'Not only do these fora prov1de the requlred

tralnlng 1n varlous flelds they also promote exchange of experlences'

among various countrles in the reglon.




;Ladies'anquentiemen,

As already mentloned the other 1mportant event 1s the Afrlcan
Development Informatlon Day on 19 November 1994 whlch 1s belng

| celebrated concurrently to—day,'W1th the theme of:

“STRENGTHENING INFORMATION SYSTEMS FOR INFORMATION EXCHANGE IN

‘AFRICA"™

It may be recalled that the oelebratlon of Afrlcan Development
Informatlon Day was de01ded by the elghteenth meetlng of Afrlcan
'_m;nlsters-reepons;ble for economlc plannlng and development in Addlso
_Ababa, Ethiopia in‘1992."ite main objective is to inorease'awareness-
'of de0151on~makers of the role of 1nformatlon in support of plannlng
and management of natlonal econonic development, and in fosterlng
H.econbmlc lntegratlon by enhan01ng exchange of experience, ideas_and
programmes among dec;51onfmakers, planners and econom;oroperators.

throagaoatlthe contiheht;d‘

| An'importaﬁt‘aepect which shoaid be etressed oauthieloccaeion__
1s for the Afrlcan reglon to strengthen the ex1st1ng development
-!1nformatlon serv1ces and 1nst1tutlons by ensurlng the avallablllty
on a contlnuous bas1a of data and 1nformatlon, that are requlred for
plannlng and management “In’ thls regard greater emphasxs must be
“plaoed on the use’ of approprlate 1nformat10n technology, and on
ﬁétlmely and well processed lnformatloa._ Unfortunately, a rev1ew of
the 1nformat10n 1nfrastructure in Afrlca, and an appraleal of the

appllcatlon of 1nformat10n technology by 11brar1es, 1nformat10n,.

' documentatlon and data centrea n varlous Afrlcan oountrles,,have

Y




brotght outea numberlof iﬁadequaciee; reeuitingﬁmeinly-from the lack
of.appreciatibn of_the role of-information ih'deVelopﬁent_bylpoliey
_makers.' | | | N |
Tt  ise'iﬁportant, in formuletihéu'develooﬁent policies Tendj
progiemmes, to place adequate emphasie'on'the'acqoisition ehd‘ﬁee'of
‘modern_informationwteohnolooies”in view of the important role_whioh_
they p}ey.ih the generation and-diseemination of ihformation for
.development planning ane'ﬁanagement;_‘Therefofe,“oh the ooceeion-of'
-the celebretioﬁ of the'AfricanoDevelopment Informetion-bay; Afrieann
countrles are belng urged to promote natlonal 1nformatlon pollcles
'3wh1ch will ensure harmonlous development of 1nformat10n resources 1n._
'member states and reglonal 1nst1tut10ns. |

" Such policies should focus on the following main areas:

'_(1) development of natlonal 1nformatlon sources and serV1ceS as
'1ntegra1 part of the natlonal development plans,
(2) strengthening the generatlon of 1nformat10n at the natiehal

‘r,
P

1e'v'e'1~

' (3) modernlzatlon of 1nformatlon handllng technologles.

- 14) establlshment of a natlonal coordlnatlng mechanlsm,‘f
'(5} establlshment of approprlate 1eglslations and thelr ehforcemenf

to facllltate access to 1nformat10n,

(6) tralnlng and retralnlng of personnelifor the effiéfeﬁfrmenageﬁeﬁf
of'ihforﬁation'resources: | : L " w.._-
-;(7) promotlon of effectlve use of 1nformatlon resources.and serv1ces
‘by the' general publlc, _pollcy__makers, technology users-_and.
Information pfofeesionale;_aﬁd | - . |

~



Bany

(8).pértieipation\iﬁ.relevant feg;onal and_inte;natiOnal information

i

_eystems;-

It should be stressed that natlonal 1nformet10n pollclee should

e-be rev1ewed evaluated and readjueted from tlme to tlme to ascertaln%
.f-ﬁthelr relevance 1n the evolvxng 1nformat10n env1ronment. If need_be,
 changes may . be_ 1ntroduced to take into acceunt the e?al#ing'_

 information technology.

As already mentioned, national information policies can operate

;'sﬁccéssfully cmiy if policy ‘makers at both- the 'nat'ional and
‘organlzatlonal 1evels are aware of the need for technoloqlcal
‘1nnevatlons.. Therefore they should be prov1ded Wlth sound technlcal
-acqualntance and understdndlng of 1nformatlon technology, and of its

'1mpact on 3001ety.- Updatlng, broadenlng and deepenlng the knowledge.

of pollcy makere in thlS area could be achleved throuqh workshops on'

‘case etudles, and through semlnars.

It is also impertant, on this occasion, to ‘highlight the

‘increasing use of E-mail, on-line information exchange and data base

_searching by'decision makers; plannere,'researchers ahd the Qeneral,k

publlc._ In thls regard, gevernment 0fflClalS should be prov1ded Wlth
the 'opportunlty to acqualnt. themselves Wlth. theee developments.

Also, it should be . recalled that an on—llne- 1nformatlon networke

: 1n1t1ate& by UNECA and Xnown as PADISNET llnks several natlonal and _'
“reglonal 1nst1tut10ns in dlfferent Afrlcan reglone. It 15 being
fextended to ‘all member Stetes 1n order to facllltate communlcatlons

between government offlces 1n a glven country, and between UNECA and |



'its member States. It is hoped that the network will also stimulate

efficiency:and increase productivity.

In conclﬁsion, it must ‘be empha51zed that Afrlca S economld _'s

recovery and development greatly depends on sound and effectlvé

statlstlcal data and 1nformat10n systems. It‘lS'ln ‘this splrlt that  o

1 wish a11 the Afrlcan countrles successful celebratlons of the

.-Afrlcan Statlstlcs Day and Afrlcan Development Informatlon Day. -



