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, . 

. . 
. REGION&, PROJECTS FOR SCI,ENC.E. AND TECHNOLOGY' ' . , . . 

. . ' , I N  AFRICA . .  . 
. , 

~ h &  i~ :~~le rnen ta t io i i  of the African :RegioqaL ~ l a i ~ '  ei1vi;sages ' 
, ac t ion  a t -  both the  i n d i a i d p a l  c o ~ ~ i t r y  l e v e l  &id ' a t  t h e ,  regi0n;tl 

. . o r  subregiorlal levels . ,  A t  t,he: e i g h t h  c o ~ i s u l t a t i v e  ::~&ekl'ng"of 
the  African Regional Group, the  ECA s e c r e t a r i a t  introduce8 6"' 
p~aper (UNACAST/AF',REG/VIII . 3 )  whi.ch d e a l t  ,with the'. idel i t i f  i c a t i o n  

.:of :.regionXl p ro j ec t s  and suggested possible',  uachineryy for the  ":':. 
. .. cz;u?aga?@nt 'of: their"i~:zp.ie:lenfati~n, Duking: t h e  'coi~siderzitioq of 
: t h i s  paper i t . w a s  agreed t h a t  n&.~bers of t h e  African Regional 

'Gro'up, . of UNACAS!~', : ECA ' and the United Na~tions bodies and specia l ized 
, . :agencies i n t e r e s t ed  ili t h e  developpent of science %id tec%iology 

i11 A f  ri.c'a cowla suggest progrxmes and p ro j ec t s  which they, . . 
considered were of a, regional  o r  subregional cha rac t e r .  ' 1t' i s  
inpoPtant t o  bear i n  l:~ind t h a t  t h i s  suggestioll was n a d e  ' f u l l y ~  
cognizant of  the  f a c t  t h a t  the  u l ' t ina te  r e s p o c s i b i l i t y  . for  th@ 
regional  pso jects would'be with t h e  countr ies  theuselve,s;, t h e  .' . . 
s e c r e t a r i a t .  of t h e  ' ~ o n n i s s i o n  would undertake whatever lLaisoll 
~ e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s :  were ent rus ted  t o  i t  so a s  t o  ensure, ghat t h e : '  
decisions of the  Group were conveyed to  t h e  couiitries concerljed.. 
I t  would also pro]-lote the  %:~pl .a .~ .e~ta t ion .,of. whatever p r o j e c t s  :: 
were u l t i n a t e l y  decided u p o r  foSexecutiol? a s  r e g i o m l  projecrs .  

~. 
,. . . ~ e g i o i a l  p ro jec t s  . , ' 

. !. ' . ' S  

The. followil?g i s  a short I - i s% of projec t2  which a re  thought 
t o  b e o f - p r i o r i t y  ecol~oi'.15.c k p o r t a n c e  i11 the  reg io~?  aid which. . 

the  Group i s  requested t o  consider a s  poss ib le  r eg iona l  projed'tk. 
. .  , 

Regional o r  sti;tbr.egional c e n t r e s  , fo r  , . .  

nar ine  science and technolow - . . 
. . 
.. 'Man's f ong ;staiiding: i i i t e ~ & t  in,  thg s e a  f o r  t ranspor t .  

f i s h e r i e s  .'is w e l l  docu:lel?ted. However. with i ? @ ~  iwce~hlology i t  i 
iigw:possible: t o  -explore.  deeper i n t o  .:both. Living aiid noil-living: . , 

1:1arine resources,  More- than  half  of t h e  E C A  na lber  S ta tes  bbarder 
011, g rea t ,  oceans ;iid seas., a d :  it i s  i ixportal t  t h a t  they should . .  
eTio.lv+ t h e  c a p a b i 1 i . t ~  both i n  t e s l s .  of halpower .alld i n s t i t u t i o n s  . "  

t o  r~an;qe. aild exp lo i~ t  t h e i r  r.lwille. resoupces.. . , . 
. ,  . . . , 

- The p r o j e c t ,  being p r ~ p a s e d  in t h i s  a r ea  i s  t h e  crea t ion of . . 

regioiiai o r  subregional ceiitres f o r  a 
science ahd technology. 'Na 

. . 

. . ~  

. . 

, . 

, , . , 



. .. 

f i e l d  e x i s t  already but  t h e i r  coverage i s  l imited.  I t  i s  f e a s i b l e  
that ,w.i th .the:~pool5lig of resources nore v i ab l e  prograrmes and 
i l ?s t i tu t ions  could be es tabl ished th.at would be of g rea te r  
benef i t  ' t o  the .co-operating Sta tes .  .. . . . .  - . .  , ., . . ., . .. - 

. , . .  . . . . 

East African Centre 2 t h i s  cdu'ldL b e  .,based o n .  the- ex i s t i ng  Eastern  
Xfr ican Marine F i sher ies  ~ e s e a c h  organizat ion of the  ~ , a s t . ~ f r i c a n  
Connunity o r  t h e  Marine Biology Centre of t h e  University o f .  . . 

Dar-es-Salam, The following c o u i t r i e s  :.liqht s ~ o n s o r  the  es'tabl- - 
iSku;?ellt of such a cent re :  ~ i h . L o ~ i a . ?  Kenya, ~ a d a ~ a s c a r ,  PIauritius, 
Uganda, Tanzania. 
West ~ f r i c a n  Centres: ( a )  . based a t  the  Univeysity of Lagos 
(Nigeria)  o r  PoflSITBay~ Collrge (S i e r r a '  Leone) ' and covering.  Gmbia, 
Ghana, Liberia;  Nigeria and S i e r r a  Leone; 
( b )  -based at the  University of D 
Dahoi:ley, Guillea, Ivory Coast ,  Sene 

. . ,.. 
ES tabli&neii< of inf6rr?&tion and - docwnenSat i~n 'cen t~es .  

The i ~ e ~ d : ' f o &  celi"ces co eng 
s torage  and disserzination of info  
has beell recogidzed i n  naiiy Afr ic  
taken s teps  toyard the.  e s t ab l i sh l en t  o f  s u c h  ren tyes  on a na t iona l  
basis. However, - i f  i s  recognized that:, given' the '  l i p i t e d  f i nanc i a l  

:means a t  the  disppsai  of napy sc~,all"-4frican Countries,  it would ,: 
be d e s i r a b l e  t o  c r e a f e  a f e w  regional  o r  subregional cen t res  
spoqsored co-operatively by two o r ' n o r e  coui t r ies . .  . The s p e c i f i c  
f ie lds ' . . to  be pursued b y  the  proposed cen t res  wouldbe one. of the  
key' q u e s t i o ~ i s  3.0 be' pera t ing Sta tes .  Such 
centres:  would suppl d iv idual '  c o u k t r i e s  a r e  
able tu riake i n  , t h i s  1e:lentary t o  any r e l a t e d  
a c t i v i t i e s .  a t  t h e  nat ionai  l e v  . . 

. . 

~ s t a b l i s h n e n t  02,:Rese 
c e n t r e s  i n -  so l a r  energy :, ;. , 

. . 
. :' ~ h &  i iep~rcuss ions  of t h e  recent  world energy C r i s i s  have. .. , 

brought , i n t o  shazper 'focus the need t o  e x p l o i t  nore"yigorously 
a1 t e r n a t i v s  energy sources, So1.m energy presen t s .  a : f r u i t f u l  . . 
area. for '  ' f u r the r  resemch and dev&bprx?nt a id  adapation of ex- . . ;. 

i s t i n g  technology.to African conditzions bearing i n  q ind the  
ecoriblic soc io-cu l tu rs l  ' p rob lem t h a t  have t o  be overcone before '"' 

securing wider accep tab i l i ty  and usage. of s o l a r  eFergy. The . .  . 
R & D a c t i v i t i e s  associated with . theutixi ia$j ;bl i  .of. s o l a r  radia- 
t i on  t o  provide energy f o r  p r ac t i ca l  a c t i v i t i e s  i11 p r i v a t e  hones ,. . 

o r  c.ol:muii~ty ac . t ' iv i t ies  a r e  q u i t e , c o s t l y , a i d  it has':bee~i suggested 
t h a t  th,is i s ' a g o o d  a rea  £or. . . s t a t e s  t o  pool t h e i r  resources i n  . . 

t h i s  encleavour. According to.. UNESCO sources; t he re  a r e  . a t  present . .  
fourteen ~ f r i c a p  i n s t i t u t i . gns  u~orking i n  t h e .  f i .e id  o f  ' so lar  energy 
which coUid.provi.de . . t h e  b ~ s i s .  f o r  one or l ~ b r e  .. . regional  i n s t i t u t i on&.  

. . . ., . ~ :. , 
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