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The implenentation of the African Regional Plan envisages

“attion ay both the individual country level and. at- the regional
. or subregional levels. At the eighth consultative meeting of’
the African Regional Group, ‘the ECA secretariat introdiced a
paper (UNACAST/AF REG/VIII,3) which dealt with the identification
. Jofiregional- projects and”sﬁggééted possib1eTmabhineryyqujﬁhEﬁiy
fQW&aﬂaganéntCOEchéir?ﬁnﬁlanéhfatidngﬁ“During?the*ﬁdmsiderhtiqn_Of
. this paper it was agreed that nembers of the African Regional = .
Group-of UNACAST,' ECA and the United Nations bodies and specialized
‘;ag@nCiesfintérested“iﬁfthe-development_of;scieHCe*and_technqlogy-
in Africa could suggest prograiies and. projects-which they .
coﬂsideredfwéfe-offajrégidnal"or.subregionalucharaCter;: Itfis'
important . to bear in nmind that this:suggestion was made fully
cognizant of the fact that the ultinate. responsibility for the
regional prajects would be with the .countries thenselves; the
secretariat of the Comnission would undertake whatever liaison .
- respousibilities were entrusted to it so as to ensure that the -
decigions of the Group were conveyed to the countries concerned.-.
ltﬁwould,also;prmnotewthe;imp1emeﬂtationﬁgfﬂwhétever“ﬁféjéQts;L
were ultimately decided upon for execution as regional projects.
- Regional projects ... oo el i SREEE I
The following is a short list of projects which are thought
to be of priority-econonic importance . in the region and which. . .
the Group isfrequésted”tq,COQSider_as.possible'regional:projeéts.
‘Regional or Subregional .centres for - - S Vel
Cnarine éciencefand;techﬂoldgy—'”~"_ ) S ) : ]
- Man's long -standing interest. in.the sea for transport and =
fisherieS”ierelldeCwﬂentedgjiH@Wéver;with;néw;rechnologygitFis,i
‘nqupogsiblewterxPlore.deépérninto;bbthﬁliviﬁgvéhd non=~1iving. . .
mariue‘resguﬁcesoﬂfmore“than;half=Ofgthe;ECA~member;States-bbardér
on. great oceans and seas, and 1t is-inportant that they shouid - .

evolve the capability both in terns of nanpower and institutions .

AT

to manage and exploit their marine rescurces. - - AR

- --The project being prepused in this area is the creation of
reglonal or subregional centres for advanced training and research
tharne science and technology.’ ‘National activities in this
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field exist aiféady but their coverage is limited. It is feasible .

that- with the pooling of resources more viable programmes and
institutions covwld be established that would be of greater
beneflt -To. the -co~operating States.

- BEast Afrlcan Centrec_ .this could be based on: the existing Eastern

African Marine Fisneries Research organlzatlon of the Rast: Afrlcan
Community or the Marine Biology Céntre of the Unlver51ty of. .
Dar-es-Salaan. The Pollowing countries riight sponsor the establ-
ishment of such a centre: Ethaopla Kenya Madagascar -ﬁaurltlus
Uganda Tanzanlao :

West Afrlcan Centres° (a) based at the Unlver51ty of Lagos
(Nigeria) or Foulan Bay:College: {sierra Leone) and covering Ganbia,
Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria and Sierrd Leone; _
{(b). ‘Based at the. University of Dakar, Senegal and coverlng
Dahoneyp Gulnea Lvory- Coast, Senegal and Togo.ig S i

EstabllshleaL of information and
docwwentatlon cenures '

" The- aeed for centres to engage 1n the systaﬂatlc collectlon
'storage and- dlssenlnatlon of inforiation on- .stience and technology,
has ‘been recognlzed in many African countries. -Sorie have indeed
taken- steps toward the establishnent of such centres on a national
basis. However, (it is:recodnized: that given the linited flnan01a1

coneans at the dlsposal of many small- Afrlcan countries, it would

be de51rab1e to create a few reglonal or subreglonal centres f.‘
sponsored co=gperatively by two or ‘Tore countries, . The specific:
fields- to be pursued: by . the proposed centres would. be one of the
key’ questlons to be agreed upén by the ce—operating States. - Such
centres- would supp1a1enf whatever effort individual’ countries are
able to make in this area and would be cmnplalentary to any related
activities at the ‘national levelu_“ : : -

Establlshient of Research and Development
centres 1YL solar enerqy ;'ﬁ_..

“'The ¥ "epercu551ons of the recent world energy- CTlSlS have:
brought into sharper focus the need to exploit nore v1gorously
alterndtive encergy sources., Sclar energy presents . a. Pruitful
area for: further reésearch and devﬁbopnent and adapatlon of ex----‘
isting technology to African conditions bearing in miand the «
econdriic gocio~Cultural problems. that have to be overcone before’ "
securing wider acceptability and usage of solar energy. .The :
R & D activities associated with the wiiiization of solar radia~
tion to provide energy. for practlcal activities in private homes.
or connunlty activities are quite ‘costly and it has been suggested
that this is’'a'good area for -States to pool thelr resources in
this endeavour,‘ Accordlng to. UNESCO 'sources,’' there are .at present.
fourteen African institutions worklng in the. Eleld of ‘solar energy
which - could prOV1de the- ba31s for one’ or- nOre reglonal institutions,




