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Distinguished participants.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to Africa Hall, the

Headquarters of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa,

and to the "Workshop on statistical computing: selected issues,

including statistical databases".

The important role played by statistical information systems in

all spheres of everyday life has been fully recognized through the

Addis Ababa Flan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in

the 1990s, adopted by the twenty-fifth session of the

Commission/sixteenth meeting of African Ministers responsible for

economic planning and development. In fact the very first objective

of the Plan explicitly states, and I quote

"To achieve national self-sufficiency in statistical

production, including the creation of a comprehensive national

statistical database by the end of the century".

As you are all aware, statistical information systems cover wide-

ranging applications in national planning, including major

statistical systems such as socio-economic censuses and surveys;

national accounts; international trade statistics; civil registration

and vital statistics, etc. There are also a number of sectoral

statistical profiles on banking and finance, agriculture, climate,

transport, health, education, immigration and tourism, etc. which

represent important building blocks for the national statistical

information grid. Systematic linking of these sectoral data-sets and

databases can lead to establishment of national economic and social

information systems (ESIS). in addition to serving as an important

planning tool at the national level> these systems can also be used

at the regional level:

(a) to determine trade regimes and market strategies;

(b) to identify priorities for regional cooperation and

integration; and

(c) to prepare, monitor and appraise development plans through

quantifiable indicators.

Through proper utilization of information technology and

development of national and regional statistical information systems.



appropriate to the African region's national and sectoral priorities,

vital information necessary for all aspects of planning and policy

making can be made available not only to the concerned decision-

makers, but also for all segments of society.

More recently, at the regional and international levels, efforts

are being directed towards establishment of a system-wide data

exchange capability through the United Nations Economic and Social

Information Systems (UNESIS) project launched by the Department for

Economic and Social Information and Policy Analysis (DESIPA) of the

United Nations. The general objective of UNESIS is to strengthen the

United Nations information capacity to meet the rapidly increasing

requirements of the Organization and its member states for data

required for policy analysis and policy-making. Specifically, UNESIS

will improve the capabilities of both DESIPA and the regional

commissions for collecting, organizing, processing, storing, sharing

and disseminating economic and social information through harmonizing

and linking of statistical and related data holdings. In view of the

General Assembly's resolution on availability of on-line-access to

the Organization's databases to its member States, the overall

beneficiaries of UNESIS will be the member States in the long-run.

You would no doubt agree with me that there is need for a

coordinated approach towards development of statistical systems at

the national as well as regional and international levels. In this

regard, for effective implementation of Addis Ababa Plan of Action,

the Coordinating Committee on African Statistical Development (CASD),

composed of various international and regional agencies, with its

secretariat at UNECA, was established in March 1992. CASD oversees

and coordinates activities of four important sub-committees, one of

which, convened by Statistics Sweden, deals with statistical data

processing. The Commission, in its coordination role, is vested with

the responsibility of biennially producing an inventory of the

statistical data processing capacity in the form of a directory, and

the CASD Data Processing Sub-committee is currently engaged in

producing a report concerning a baseline data processing situation

in the region. It is hoped that development efforts will be more

closely coordinated as the report of this Sub-committee is expected

to be available by the end of 1994.



Distinguished participants.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I also note that your Workshop will extensively deliberate on

some of the major issue in this regard. These include coordinated

development of statistical information systems covering the economic

and social sectors, through "open" system architecture and modular

approach, within this context your seminar will also focus on:

* Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) techniques;

* Data dissemination in the form of end-user products (including

CD-ROM); and

* Direct access to the databases for bonafide users

All of these are important areas of concern in statistical computing.

I am glad to notice that your Workshop also involves computer

demonstration sessions in such areas as statistical data processing

and dissemination tools and connectivity.

I would like to point out that funding constraints have greatly

hampered the Commission's plans to organize such important workshops

and seminars more frequently. However, I am pleased to note that

your respective governments were able to mobilize the necessary

resources to cover the costs of your participation at this Workshop.

I wish to take this opportunity to urge the member States to further

allocate sufficient resources to enable their professionals to

actively take part in such experience-sharing and knowledge-building

workshops and training programmes. This is in line with the

principle of self-reliance adopted by our Heads of State and

Government.

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to the agencies and

international organizations which have cooperated with UNECA in this

Workshop by contributing resource persons and providing technical

papers. I would like to mention particularly the United Nations

Department for Economic and Social Information and Policy Analysis

(DESIPA), through its Statistical Division, the Addis Ababa Country

Support Team of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and

Statistics Sweden. I should also thank the United Nations Economic

Commission for Europe which, due to other commitments, was not able



to send a resource person but nevertheless provided a document for

your consideration.

I wish you fruitful deliberations at this Workshop and a pleasant

stay in Addis Ababa and I thank you for your kind attention.


