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Madam Chalrperson,

Honourable Mlnlster of Women Affalrs, chlldren and the Famlly,l
V*Excellencles, : >
- Distinguished Part1c1pants,

© . Invited Guests, _

Ladles_and.Gentlemen, _ ' .

,

- It gives me great pieasure tq_welceme.ydu all to:this'histofic_
meeting of experts preparatory to the Fifth Regional Conference on
- Women in this beautiful city of Dakar. On behalf of the staff of
~ the United_Natione Economic ‘Commission for Africa, and oh'my own
 beha1f "I must also expresS our heartfelt qratltude to the.

Government of Senegal for hostlng thls COnference,'and for the

‘overwhelmlng hospltalmty that we all have' enjoyed since our
*-arrlval. ' SR

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This is a”historic'meeting. It is”hi5£oric because it will have a
'rmajor bearlng for the"fOstering'hof. the ceuse'“of =women and
ﬂdevelopment Fittingly, your meeting has been entrusted with the
“dauntlng task of determining the framework within whlch all_
cactivities geared towards women's. advancement must be organlzed and
" steered for the next ten years and beyond We are gathered here,
ttherefere,-for the next flve_days,to exam;ne how Afrlqa had fared
‘ since the adoption of the Nairobi Forward Looking Strategies for

' the Advancement of Womeén in 1985, and what needs to be done

henceforth to- put Africa on course in the 2lst Century. ThlS

_meetlng ‘will therefore review the contributlon of the African women
“to: the cause of development 50 far made in the various socio-
“cultural—economlc -and p011t10a1 -sectors as per’ the Nairobi
“strategies, bearing in mind that. they constitute over'haifdof“ﬁhe_
“regional population and reflect on the correlatlon between, thelr'
%numerlcal majorxty and thelr actual status 1n soclety ' '

As yoh are'ali awafe, the examlnatlon of the 51tuatlon of -
women ‘in Africa in preparatlon for the- Fourth World Conference on’
“Women. is a process that ‘has been going on for the past year ;n the ..
-Afrlcan countries. Indeed, most Of our Member states constituted
-natlonal commlttees to ‘assess the 1mplementatlon of the Nalrobl_

Forward Looking Strategles. These Strategies were adopted as the

“guide for prlnclples policies; plans, programmes and act1v1t1es for:
the advancement of women for the perlod 1985 to 1995. The 1989 mid-

decade review of the 1mp1ementatlon process produced the Abuja




2
Decieration on Pefticipetory Develophent- The role of Women in the
1990= which was adopted by the UNECA Conference of Ministers of

'_Economlc and 30c1e1 Development whlch set targets to. be achleved

within a llmited perlod of time in order . ko accelerate the
. implementation process of the Nairobi strateqzes, To day, the 41
‘netlonal reports ‘that have been. submitted to UNECA ehow that whlle
~some gains have been made in the area of the advancement of women, -
a great deal etzll remains to be done to meet the objeetlves of the
Nalrehl streteglee and. the targets of the Abuja Declaratlon. Other
ebﬁﬁﬁﬂ eonsultations on th9¢°0344t1°n5 of women at the national
subregional and . regienal"levels_ between UNECA and various
governmente, NGOe, Unlted Netlons egenclee end other development
partners reveal thet women etlll lag behind and are marglnellzed in
- several crltleel areas. A few etatietlcal 111uetrat10ns will help'
to underecore the point. ' . :

, Recent data publlsheé by the World Benk shows | thet pr1mery
scheol enrolment for gmrls in Afrlca rose frem 24% in. 1s€0. te 61%. .
1n 1990 as compared to a rise of. frcm 46% to 83% for heys 1n the
same perlod, and that the medlan lxtereey rate for women was 38% in

"1990 as compared to 50% for all adults in Sub~3ahaxan Afrlca. Data_-

reported by the UNDP in 1993 also shows that Maternal mortallty

'_rate is 690 per 100,000 almoet double that of low and middle income

developlng eountraee, and more than 40 times greater than 1n the;
_ 1ndustr1a11zed netlens, Alse, women earned only 10% of the 1ncome,
’ from formel employment and ewned only 1% of the assets. '

Despite these rather dlscouraqing etﬁtistics, some progress
has - been made in a few aresas.. Most governmente, for example have
recognlzed the importance of setting up net;onel machineries to

promote and monitor the 1mplementat10n of the Nairobi stretegles N

througn the development of appreprlate policies, plans, programmes
',end ‘activities. Unfortunately, the underpln te provide such.
- structures with adequate reeources and the necessary authorlty to.

| 'carry out their tasks on a con51stent haele has constrained their

effeet;veness. Breed eenextlzetlon of ‘society at all levels on the
-need to take correctlve meeeuree to brlng'women into the me;netreem .
as equel partnere in all eepects of 11fe has also been achieved
w1th1n the past ﬁecade. This hes resulted in a proliferation  of
'dynamlc and extremely energetle NGOS ang. women organ;zetlons and
groups 1n ell sectore, all" forg1ng to further the ~cause of the
, advencement of wemenu



It is. in this context. ‘that the process ~of the. broad

'“consultatlons coupled w1th the flndlngs of the. assessment of the.

1mp1ementat10n of the Na1rob1 Strateqles culmlnated ~in 'the

»1dent1f1cat10n of nlne crltlcal areas as the prlorlty 1ssues of

5focus 1n formulatlng the Draft Platform for Actlon now . before you.
: They 1nc1ude women and:r econom;c empowerment educatlon, training

and sclence and technology; the famlly, culture and. soclallzatlon,""

‘health famlly plannlng and populatlon, envxronment and. natural

resource management' the peace process; polltlcal empowerment-m
1ega1 and human rlghts, and malnstreamlng of gender dlsaggregated

data. Let us focus brlefly on each.

The economlc enablement of- women through the ellmlnatlon of

-poverty and the promotzon of sustainable livelihood is. a Crltlcal
requlrement for the achlevement of sustalnable development. The
- realltles of women Ain pOVerty are complex and dlverse and be31des
income deprlvatlon, they 1nclude other forms of deprlvatlon such as

soclal ' dlscrlmlnatlon, ' 1solatlon, phy31cal dlsablllty,'

 vulnerab111ty to such adverse

*constltute major obstacleslaie product1v1ty What is neededg,”

,thereforef7ie.uthe~ enhaueemeup of women* s.,productivity  and

i

"eﬁtitlemeﬁus.:

To achieve these. major objectlves requlres that ali women and -

girls. have access to basic education. as a fundamental rlght Thls

requlres the mob1llzat10n of exlstlng and potent1a1 resources 1n,

accordance with the prlnclples of the 1990 Declaratlon oh Educatlon

1tuat10ns as wars and famlnes. Thesew

for All and especxally the Ouagadougou Declaxatlon of 1993 on ‘the .

meducatlon of- Glrls. Education is a powerful tool for the soclo-
~economic 1ntegrat10n of women and constltutes one of - the ma]or

responsmbllltles of the Afrlcan Governments.

The 1ntegratlon of women in all 1evels and act1v1t1es of
sodiety "is a crltlcal need ‘which must be’ met w;thln the overal;
framework of the cultural fabrlc, the famlly and the soc1allzat10n,

 process. It must be recognized, however,rthat certaln 1deolog1es

have tended to use culture to justlfy oppre531ve gender relatlonSuf
Thus, 1nasmuch as culture can be a llbexatlng dynamic force thraughn;

its various active 1nst1tut10ns, tradltlonal practlces that are’

‘harmful to the welfare of women must’ be ellmlnated. Legal and

constltutlonal measures as well as strategles-for 1nformatlon,'

'.educatlon and - communlcatlon should beé' developed to 1mprove ‘the

'1mage and the role” of African women in the family, sqp?og,
: commun1ty and - soclety ‘at 1arqe. . : . e




"
. Wemen occupy a speclal place in health 1mprovement programmes
because they partlclpate in, ‘and manage’ numerous actlvitles that-

- affect 'the. health  and ~we11nbe1ng of . the1r famllles, thé
‘-unavallab111ty of - adequata health services 1nc1ud1ng famlly
‘planning serV1ces, and 1nacce931b111ty to 1nformat10n coupled with

the presence of ‘¢chronic dlseases ang malnntrltlon, 1eave many wemen

,unable to.: cope;w1th ‘the physacal demands of reproductlona The

emergence ef HIV[AIBS and the multiple effects it has on women adds
another dimension to thezr already vulnerable health status.
Papulatlon pelicies and programmes 1n Afrlca must therefore strive
to 1mprove the status of women as- reaammen&ed in the Plan of Action

adopted at the reaently concluded Conference on Population and

:;Development, While the rates  of 1nfant,- child and maternal

mortality must be reduced, the provnszon of quallty famlly,plannlng
services 1n which both men and women paxtlclpate in partnershlp is

' essentxal.

_ The integration of population 'factors ‘into development.
péliciés and programmes"hﬁé dlrect _1mplmcat10ns for--the”'
environment. Indeed, the absence of altarnatzve means of livelihood
for a growing population results in- 1ncrea31ng pressure on ~the

‘ecosystem -and creates stxalns for the management of: natuxal

resources. Natural resourcas are central to the 11ve11hood of poor
rural households .and 1t is women Who are dlrectly involved in theﬁ
use of these r@sources and often have na chmlce but to’ exploat
them in order ko surv1ve,; Thus, envmxonmental pollcy' will" be
conslﬁerably enhanced through the- recognlklon of the managerial
role of women in the envmranment and translated 1nto legislation

Candg actual entltlement to. these resaurces..

The low 1eve1 of women. representatlcn in the area of polltlcal

declslon—maklnq can be attrlbute& to a numher of factors including
'soclo—cultural ‘perceptions and 1nh1b1tzons- lack of adequate

fxnances, civil educatlon and  good: w111 on the .part of men, high
rates: of 1111teracy among women, and women’s multlple roles, just

to’ name ‘a few:. In. effect therefore,  Women neither part1c1pate5

adequately in declslan-maklng nor to heneflt sufflalently from the"’
onw901ng democratlzatlan prucess. Thls sxtuatlon needs te be
urgently and effectlvely add;essed. '

The issue of human rlghts 13 fundamental to all aape@ts of.
d@velopment. It comprises 1na11enable blrth rights for. every human
being- regardless of race, colaur, rellglon, axeeﬁ, natlonallty or .

 Sex. Numeraus resalutlons xn favour cf equal rlghts for’ women and“




5 .

Aiglrls have been adopted at the reglonal and 1nternatlonal levele,'

Yet, the 1979 Unitsa Natlons Conventlon on the Ellmlnatlon of All
* Forms ' of Dlscrlmlnatlon Agalnst women, now srgned by - 38 Afrlcan
'fcountrles'les of 0ctober '1994, aoknowledges that 'exten31ve

‘jdlscrlmlnatlon agalnst women contlnues to ex1st. Many AAfrlcan

.countrles, however, have proV1ded in thelr constitutions for
. fundamental rights and’ freedoms to both men: and women.. Thelr
1mp1ementatlon, though accordlng to a recent ECA comparatlve study

on African national laws on the rlghts and status of women in

gAfrlca,-has been largely plecemeal and uncoordlnated sometlmes

therefore neutrallzlng the p031t1Ve results achleVed in some areas;'
"~ Women's 1egal and human rlghts should therefore be evaluated and

reformed agalnst the background of the 19383 Vlenna Declaratlon and
_:Programme of Actlon of the World Conference on Human nghts.

'Madem chairperson,

P

A cllmate of peace and etablllty is a. prerequlslte for the'

*respect and enjoyment of human rlghts as’ well ‘as for sustalnable
" gocio- economlc development Thls notw1thstand1ng, several countrlee
Lln the continent are embr01led 1n war or 01v11 etrlfe, ©or problems
related to extremlsm of which women and chlldren are thelr worst
"v1ct1me. To day, women and chlldren constltute 80° of the dlsplaced

“and” refugee populatlons in Afrloa. vloletlons of the, fundamental'

'rlghte of women and glrls are W1despread in tlmee of war and civil

lstrlfe 1ncludlng such. etrocloue crlmes as repe,_torture, murder,"
'dlsappearance, maltreatment and negle . It is 1ron1c that women‘
should suffer so dleproportlonately from the consequencee ‘of war
and yet are hardly 1nvolved 1n the declelon-makxng proceesee wh:ch

”produce conflict or mechanlsms to resolve them in the reglon. . The

’part1C1patlon of women in confllct preventlon and resolutlon 1s'

' th81r rlght and governments should recognlze this: along the line of
the Kampala Actzon Plan on Women and Peace.: Measures _8hould . be

taken to brlng women 1nto peace keeplng and peace making and._
'relnforce thelr roles as peace educators in the famlly and soclety'

at large._f

DlStlngU15hEd Delegates,
‘Ladies and Gentlemen,

-

- One of the 1ndlspeneable requlrements for monltorlng the process of'

the advancement of women. and their malnstreemlng into society is

”the development of gender dlsaggregated data and lndlcators on the.

ba51s of 1nputs from natlonel and local levels. Afrlcan governments




' and researchers ‘should 'therefore"make prdvisi@nS"fbrVV

&

development of such . data -as  a- necessary .component for;?the.

“ﬁdevelopment of a knowledge base “that will fac;lltate . an
‘ understandlng' of the qender issues in Afrlca -and thexeby' the
'“izmplementatlon of the Afrlcan platfarm for Action.

‘.'Ladies,ahdieentleménlf"

As you strxva to ﬂomplete the ﬂauntlng task uf bulldlng :a;

‘consensus on.a Platfarm for Ectz@n hased on the nlne crltlcal areas
;-that have heen 1dent1fled, yau must alqe alzcxt commltment from the
e Afrlcan ' Governments, ‘NGOs, hmlateral .and - multilateral

organlzatlons, the United Nationsz system. and @ther Lnternatlonal
organlzatlons and ﬁavelopmemt partners to allocate the necesaary
resources for its. 1mp1ementatlon. As you revzew the proposals 1n'

_;the Draft Platform for. Actlmn, you must’ vzew them as the fanal
- outeome of a w1denranglng and repxesentat;ve cansultative proaess'

that 1dent1f1e& Afrlca's prlarlty areas of congern in. relation to

;the acaelarated advancament of wamen. By adaptlng thezse proposals,

you will have renﬁered the Platform for Act1on lmplementable and a"

;*part of the global Platfnrm for hmtlon that w111 be adn§ted in

Beijing in Septemberj 19952' QORSGIGHE ;gof -che_ crltlcal-‘
1nterrelatmonsh1p between the Platform for: Actzonf resourcea for

its 1mplementat10n and, tha neaessary structures whereby it will be
. transformed '1nta aoncrete actlon, the praposed 1nst1tutlonal
i*arrangements should be consadered wmth serlousness of purpase and
'“'commltment.. a ‘ : ‘ - '

Women have . been sald to be the magor ‘stake holders in the

'suacessful 1mplementat1on @f the Platform for Action. I would want .
te ‘stretch the 901nt further and suggest that the fate of women is
"1ntrlcately 1ntartwined with that of men. and’ socLety at all levels.

When ‘their Welfare is at stake, so is the welfare of all. Let us
therefore 301n hands to upl;ft and promote the advancement of women

"for_our.pwn betterment, ‘and far the betterment_af the world.

. I thank you fcr your klnd attentlon and w;sh you auccessful_
dellberatlons._



