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'Your'ExcellencY Mr. Tamlrat Layne,‘Prlme Mlnlster of the

_ Trans1t10na1 Government of - Eth1op1a, B
Your Excellency Dr. Sallm ‘Ahmed Sallm, Secretary-General of _ the .
Organlzatlon of African Unity, ‘ ' '

- Mrs. Mary Chlnery Hesse, Deputy Dlrector-General of the

Internatlonal Labour offlce,’

.Honourable Mlnlsters,

: Your Excellencles, the Ambassadors, _
_ iDlStlthIShed Part1c1pants and Observers,
- 'Ladies and Gentlemen,k, '

~ Allow me at the outset, Mr. chairman; to join you’and ny
brother Dr. Ssalim Ahmed- Sa11m in warmly welcomlng H.E. Ato Tamlrat_
Layne, . Prime Mlnlster of the Transxtlonal Government of Ethlopla

° who desplte his busy: schedule has. agreed to grace this occa51on'
:-w1th hls personal presence and maklng the openlng statement. Allow
ume also to add. my veoice to that of my brother Dr. Salim Ahmed salim
and welcome you a11 most heartlly to Africa Hall and to w1sh you a
"’ipleasant stay in this hospltable capltal c1ty of Afrlca, Addls
' ‘Ababa.

Your meetlng is taklng place at & t:Lme when the Afrlcan'_'

'leconomles_,and= people -are faclng greater' dlfflcultles . and
zduncertainties  and’ are also hav1ng to contend with mounting

. challenges, and these are reflected in the agenda before you. It
tz?fls not ‘my intention to refer to these developments and challenges
S in much detall,_for I have had other opportunltles to do so, such

~ as in my End-of-Year statement in which I gave an assessment of the

performance ‘of the Afrlcan economles in. 1993 and prospects for

1994, - Sufflce it to say here ‘that the performance-of the African
~.economies 1n recent years has not glven cause for optimism and also
"that human condltlons on the contlnent have further deterlorated.

These develcpments have been taklng place-at a tame when

‘ vAfrlca 1s confronted with Stlff competltlon — from many developlng
countrles and ‘even the former Sovret Un1on and  East European"
'countrles - 1n the f1e1ds of trade and f1nance and met w1th a -
'Lcontlnuously deterloratzng _ external ,'env1ronment for = its

.

fdevelopment._ These trends dlctate that-Africa must aecelerate the -
- 'pace-offgrowth,and development on. a sustained and.env1ronmenta11y







9"

'sustalnable basrs, glve top prlor1ty to the objectlve of sustalned
'3.1mprovements in human condltlons ~and 1nvest in human caprtal to .
'°g'ensure that  the competltlve capaclty of the contlnent would be
r_brought up‘to 1nternat1ona1 standards. : '

a The human and soclal dlmenslons of these approaches have been

comprehen51ve1y artlculated in the Afrlcan Common P051t1on on numan o
'rand Soclal Development in Africa — representlng Africa's collectlve
~views .on and contr1but1on to ‘the World summit  for Social

Development — which has already been endorsed- by your: meetlng of

experts.ﬁ The  draft African COmmon Posrtron had been prepared
"jointly by the UNECA and  OAU secretariats and was subsequently

adopted, in January 1994, by the. Flrst Conference of african

:#Mlnlsters Responsible for Human Development. Follow1ng that, it
”became an official document of the flrst meeting of the Preparatory
3 Commlttee for the. World Summit for Soclal Development and was
_rgreatly appreclated by the COmmlttee. I would like to commend the__

nfr1can common Position for your endorsement so that 1t may also be

'Jiadopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government next ‘June
_;1n Tunls. The nfrlcan Common Posltlon would allow Afrlca to put _
..up 1ts case. forcefully and speak with one voice at the World summit

for Soc1a1 Development. It is my 31ncere hope . that African

_ countrles will part1c1pate actlvely 1n the preparatory act1v1t1es=
- leadlng_to_thls important global gatherlng.as_well as the Summit -

After a careful analy31s of the prevalllnq human and soczal

_Ih:jcondltlons, the Afr1can Common P031t10n elaborates actionable -
'“ffagenda for sustalnahle human development.hullt around the strategic
"',.objectrves of poverty allev1at1on, productlve employment and income
'generatlon,"socaal integration, peace ‘and polltlcal stablllty,

: democratlzatzon and popular participation 1n development.

Afrlcan countrlee need. to 1mp1ement thls actionable agenda in

a dedlcated and urgent manner, :Wlthout th1s,'and unless: suchn

_ fhuman-centred approaches to development are comblned with serious .

__p_”efforts to enhance productlvlty, diversify productlon and exports,'
o 1nculcate a work culture and ethic that promotes competltlvenessﬁ'
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and"entrepreneurship' and 'strengthen regional and 'subregional
=economlc co-operatlon and 1ntegrat10n, Africa will not be ‘able to
’ shake of £ the legacy of its economlc stagnatlon and worsenlng “human
ucondltlons.

- These concerns must be at the centre of ‘your. dellberatlons.

'"fThe unlque trlpartlte character of your forum prov1des you with a

*frare opportunrty to give practical expre351on_+.reflect1ng the

:three dimensions of your social partnership — to a sorely needed

;-'new 1mage of an "Africa wh;ch ‘is_‘resilient; productive  and
,=compet1t1ve._ ' -

'5T;Mr. Chalrman,-
- Honourable Prime M1n1ster,

jTHonourable Mlnlsters and Heads of Deleqatlons,
‘-,Ladles and Gentlemen, '

In concludlng my statement, I Wonld 1ike' to. 'erpressh my

[_satlsfact1on w;th the- close collaboratzon between the UNECA and OAUhV
rfsecretarlats in the preparation of thlS meetlng.- In addztlon to.

" the Afrlcan cOmmon 9031t10n — Wh1Ch I referred to earller on, two
“other documents before you, namely, the reports of the Secretaryw
~@General on the Internatlonal Year of the Famlly and the Reglonal

e*cOnference on Youth —.report on act1V1t1es that had been jOlntly
organized and initiated by UNECA and' QAU.. Sxmxlarly,_UNECA has

Liﬁbeen ‘closely co-operating with the 'ILO and (OATUU secretar1ats

sw1th1n the framework of our common concerns.

Such co-operatlon is 1nd1spensable for the harmonlzatlon of"

-.efforts and the avoidance of costly and unnecessary duplication of
'_actlvxtzes.- Let me assure you of my determlnatlon to pursue these

5object1ves not only as related to the work of your Commission, but

- also beyond that to embrace the totallty of the activities of UNECA
3and OAU. Perhaps, the imperative of the need for such greater co-

hh'ordlnatlon, ratlonallzatlon and harmonlzatlon of efforts cannot be -
“put to a more challenging test than the 1mp1ementat1on of the

"Treaty Establlshlng the African Econonic Community (AEC),‘and_a

o pr0gress report_on_the.;mplementatlon of the_Treaty_ls part of your f
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'-agenda. My dlstlngulshed colleagues-— the Secretary—General of the
OAU and the President of the ADB — and . I have already established
a jOlnt_ OAU/ECA/ADB sec:etarlat _to ensure the effectlve co=~

”'fjordiﬁatien' of the activities .ané initiatives of our three
- ‘continental - organlzatlons 'in the best interest of our common
. membership of African. countries. We are determined to further

“fstrengthen thls_-secretarlat and to make it more effectlve,
"partlcularly as related to the COwordlnated 1mplementat10n of the
| Treaty. g ' ' '

Let me w1sh you successful dellberatlons and thank you for"
your ‘kind attentlon. ' ' '




