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Mr.. Chalrman, _
'D1st1ngulshed Delegatee,
‘Ladlee and Gentlemen,

Dear Colleagues,

h_ It is a pleaeure for ma to welcome you all to the headquar—
”ters of the Eoonom1c Comm1551on for Africa and to the four-
;fteenth meeting of the Technioal Preparatory Commlttee of the
q-Whole (TEPCOW), whose work w111 set the stage for the twenty—
:elghth sess1on of the Commzesion/nineteenth meeting of the

Conferenoe of Mlnlsters respon31ble for economic development
and plannlnq wh;oh itself will open in this very Hall a week

.from_today.

I ehouldxlike, at the:outeet, to_express on behalf of ali
of you, on behalf of the UNECA secretariat, and on my own

‘behalf, my sincefe appreciation to His Excellency, Dr. buri
Mohammed, Mxn:ster of Plann:ng'and Econonie Development of the

Trans;tlonal Government. of Eth;opxa for his presence here and
for offlcletlng at this openlng seeslon of our meetlng._ Mr.
Klnlster, _your oresenoe at this meet;ng is a reafflrmatzon of
the support that the Unlted Natlons and UNECA 1n part;cular,
oontznue to enjoy from the people and the Government of

'Ethxop1a.

This is the first meeting of TEPCOW I am participating in
since assuming the stewardship of the commission'in_ﬁﬁgust
last vyear. I should 1like, therefore, to undetline the
1mportance of TEPCOW as a key organ in the 1ntexgovernmenta1
mach;nery of the Comm1551on and to take thls opportun;ty to

_emphas;ze my comm;tment to workzng closely w1th .Ehe memhers
©of the Commlttee te continue the proud record that it has

establzshed for 1tself in the generatlon of 1deas_ and

_1nnovatlon, and 1n challenglng orthodoxy in defence of
_Afrlca's econom1c interests and integrlty. '

Mr. Chairman,

,Dlstinguished Delegates

""I'he theine un'dzfer"whioh the ni'z'xeteez_xth: meeting of'_"”t;ae:éEch Con-
ference of Ministers is convening, "“Taking Africa into the
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twenty~first Century: Implementation of the Abuja Treaty
Bstablishing the African Economic Community; and Agenda 21"
reaponds to tweo major impefatives of cur time - regional
integration, and environmentally sustainable developﬁent. The
objectives are interrelated. African countries can only
achieve sustained growth and development through economic
integration that expands their production possibilities and
market opportunities. In doing so, African countries will
expibit”ﬁnd trade in many of their abundant resources. Tﬁuﬁ,
the two elements of this year's theme "eﬁbb&y important
fcomponents for deallng w1th our cantral challenqe. breékinq
7the vieious cycla of Afrlca's econonic stagnat:on, and setting
Africa on the path of rapid and sustained growth and
development. Te be sure, several regional programmes,
'strategles and international iniﬁiatives'undertaken in the
past, partxcularly in the 1?805, vere des;gned to address this
challenge. However, ev;&ence abound to show that there has
‘been a mismatch between declarations of intent and commltment
to action. The reasons for this lacuna have been examined and
eﬁplainea in several of UNECA's reports. Many of the issues
on the crowded agenda before you at this meetzng are intended,
precxsely, to find new approaches and to reznforce our
collective commitment to :.mplement pollcy measures and actions
to promote growth and socio-economic transformation.

Mr Chaifman, _
Distinguished Delegates,

This year's Economic Report underscores the urgenby with
which the task of economic development has to be pursued. The
‘hzgh hopes and expectatxons that Afrxca m:ght witness
Lresumptlon of growth in the 199%0s have yet to materialize.
Africa‘’s socio~-economic perfcrmance in the first three years
of the 19908 has left much to be desired. UNECA's latest
gstimates of overall economlc in 1992 for the rag;on as a
whole stands at 1.5%; a significant drecp from the projections
of December 1992, and a decline from the 1981 performance of
2.3%. The regional average annual rate of population growth?
on the other handg is estimated at 3%, implying a contxnu:ng
'declxne 1n per cap1ta income. ~




The aggregate unit value of all exports was virtually stag-
nant between 1991 and 1992. The prices of non~oil commodities
fell, as d4id the aggregate volume of experts. At the zame
time, Africa's share of world exports fell by 2% compared to
'2.2% in 19%1. nfrica s externsl debt increased slightly from

US$za1 billion in 1991 to US$282 billiom im 1992 which was

egqual te about 350% of Africa‘s aggregate export ravanu@s,
" Debt servicimg consumed about 24% of export revenues in 1892,
a drop of 2% from 1991 which was mostly dua to debt
reschadulmng. Africa has now acquired the unenviable status
of belng the most debt -dlstrassea region in the worid. -

Many factors are responsible for this unsatisfactory econ-
" omic situation. Tne‘h055‘impoftaﬁt among them are]the*deeply
enﬁrénched structural imbalances in the african economies.
The level of Africa's 1nduqtr1a11«atlon remains lov as does
‘the level of 1ntrm-hfr1can trade whieh currently stands at
only 5% of the entire trade of the region. Africa’s exports
also continue to he dominated by primary commodities with
fluctuating prices ‘while the terms of trade ‘are uﬁ-'th@
decline. Natural calamities continued to plague the reqxon ne
exemplifled_hy the unprecedented drought_exparlenced hy most
countries ‘in Eastern and ﬂ@ﬂthéén'hfriwg and to a lesser
extent, in the North African subregion, which derailed the
SQéiaéachemic recnvmry pr@amgs'in51992, Thé”ongoinq pﬁccﬁsa
of democratization had, at times, adverse consequences on
econnm::'.cia}ctivity. The structural adjustment proqrmes ébeimg
' implemenféﬁ in meost countries imposed various: austarity
measuros that resulted in contnnued human suffex;ng as aoc;al

serv1ces deterlcrateﬂ.

Destructive and disruptive mocial and poiitiéalaaanflicts
infliected incalculable &émage on the existing fragile
infrastructure, while economic activity virtuéllyfa&m@@to a
stop in many conflict-ridden countries. It is a patter of
patisfaction, therefore, that progress,“~h@ﬁeVerf slmﬁ and
patchy, 1is being mnade to restore relative: gaim iﬂ ‘the
- countries cencerned. It is our hope that these:efﬁortsiwill
 be ¢onsoiidéted during this year to pave thé way for
reconstruction, rehabilitation and reconciliation in the



Mr chairman, R
Pistinguished Delegates,

. The context of Africa‘'s $ocio—eéﬁnomi@-ﬁéveiopment in the
19905 will be very much different from that of the past
decade. Tt will be shaped by the changes - both politiﬁal and
‘economic - which have been set in motionm in Africa and the
world since the end o the Celd War. How to adapt to these
changes and manage them to realize our development goal is a
compelling issue. It is for this reason that a policy paper
entitled "Strategic Objectives for Africa’s Devélopmemt in the
19308 has been prepared for this sessiom of the cenfaranc@,
This paper does not proclaim another new plan of action for
Africa's development. Indeed, thé'paper undertak@a anp in-
depth analysis of some of the previous plans and stratégias
with a view to distilling the lessons to be learnt from them.
The paper also endeavours to sensitize member States tc;th@
" implications that the epochal changes in Africa and the world
' pose for Africa's socio-econcmic development. It identifies
.~ the adjustments which African,countxies need to make in their
development strategies in response. |

More importantly, based upon present and future concerns,
the paper recommends ten atrategic objectives on which the
people, governments and h-fri;cam institutions should fecus with
renewed vigour. These are: ' |

° A negotiated . continental framework foy regional

- peourity, stability and peace az a ,founﬂaﬁiah; ..:Eom
cooperation, integration and development in foicg;

® Batablishment of the African Economic CQmmg@igy

through prompt imple@@ntation of the stages set out imn

the abuja Treaty; - o o
e Bffective participation in all ongoing qlchal
. processes thatgare‘bharting the future course of world

development and theéfmture international division of

labour;: O

L] A comprehensive programme for -buiiding human
capacities, in@iudiﬁg_gg;;ggremeuri&l skills, coupled
with the igﬂiggnis%ﬁiom of science and technolegy and
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¢ their application to agr:.culture, industry and other
walks of life; S - ' : .

e Re~-defining the role of the State in Africa with a

view to *strengthening its  capacity to implement

_ polltlcal and economic reforms and safeguard good

governance; T | . -

e Sustainable develogment _of the - continent's

; .agricultural potent1a1 to achieve food security and
~suff1c1sncy by the mlddla of the next decade;

e Sustainable develogmemt of the industrial base based
on increasing the value added to Africa's natural

resources and generating employment; -
® Upgrading the continental transport, communicationg,
and_ energy infrgg;ructufgg - which is a sine gqua non
AR -3 the creation of a single nfrican'market; ' :
e A new pragmatic _approach to Africa's external
' 'aoogeration with countries in the develaping world,

as well as with 1ndustria11ywadvanced countr;es, based
on tangzble and balanced mutual heneflts- and

e Mohlllsatlon of  the reguxred cag1ta1 regsources to
launch Afrlca " onto - the. path -ofﬁ"snstaanahle

development.

I have not listed the objectives in any order of priority;
although;theif'passihie ranking can be a subject of legitimate
‘discussion. There can, in any case, be little doubt as to the
relative”impdrtance of each of them to Africa's developmeht.
Implementxng the strategic objectzves -of Africa‘'s development
in the 19905 will require po11t1ca1 commitment, - sacrlfice and
conducive international econemic environment, -as well - as
_financiai resources. Indeed, one of the constant reasons for
- the poarfimp;eméntatiqn of past development strategies in
- Africa is the ‘inadequacy and inefficiency of financial
resources devoted to these plamns. '

. To face this challenge, African countries will need to
}incteaSa thair'afforts to mobilize domestic resources and
boost the efficiency and productivity of their utilization.
It is only by doing that international financial flow can be
further attracted. To assist member States qrapple.with the
challenge in thié;éréa, the secretariat has prepared a paper
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entitled YStrategies for financial resource mobilization for
Africa’s development in the 1990s”. A major conclusion of the
paper is that Africa's 51 member States will require total
external financial resources in the order of US§950 billion
during the petiod_lssaezoos. This estimate is predicated on
the 6% growth target set in the United Nations New Agenda for
the Develepment of Africa in the 1990s. - The task of
mobilizing these resources is a.shared one: between Africa‘'s
people and  governments, on one hand, and. its development
partners, on: the other.

My Chairman, .
Honourable Delegates,

Almost two years have elapsed since the historic signing of
the Abuja Treaty establishing the African Economic Community.
buring this period, Africa's three major regional
organisations -OAU, UNECA, and ADB~ have, within the framework
of the Joint Secrgtariat mechanism, collaborated closely to
implement the Treaty. However, as the implementation process
gathers momentum, the scope of effort required on tha-part_bf
each institution of the Joint S8ecretariat will increase
vastly. As such, there is a clear need to reinforce the
individual institutional arrangements for implementation.
This is - the purpose of the report entitled "Regional
4institution-wide plan for the implementation of the Abuja
Treaty establishing the African Economic Community" presented
to this meeting. This rgport'proposas enhaneced cooger#tion
-through the rational distribution of responsibilities among
the various organisations involved in the implementation of
-the Treaty including OAU,EUNECA,'and ADB. This meeting should
provide guidance on thiséissue so as to ensure that whatevér
decisions are made on the matter are fully consistent with the
expressed views of member States.

Closely related to the objectives and goals of the Abuja
Treaty are the implications for the implementation of Agenda
21 and the African Common Position om. Environment and
Development. - This is the first meeting of TEPCOW since UNCED
82 in Brazil. It is an excellent opportunity for the
collective review of the implications and follow-up on the Rio
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Barth Summ:i.t. The pr‘bvisiens of Agenda 21 reguire that
ecanomlc reeovery, growth and transformation and development
as well as the 1mpr0vement of atandards of 1living be attainad
in a sound environment and in a susta;nable manner. This is
indeed a challenge for African poliéyémakers, leaders,
sclentxsts and all people who have a stak@ and an 1ﬁt@rest in
the dlrectlon of Africa's socio~economic developmenta To
 facilitate this process, the secretariat h&a preparmd,a report
entitled Africa Post R1o°'Impllcatlons of Agenda 21 and the
African Common Position om environment and Development. The
document examines the pol;cy, rasource and capaclty bu;ldlng
'1mpllcataons for the 1mplem@ntat10n of Agenda ‘21 and the
African 00mmon Position. Tt identifies seven ' major
envnronment and development programme goals as well as
strategaes for attalnlng them. They 1nclude the cnallenge ef
food selfnsufflczency, populmtlan dynamxcs and sustalnable
develogment- the exploltatxcmn of water resources,‘ energy
efflclency and self_sufflcienmy, environmantally sustaznabie
1ndustr1alzzatxon, atab1llzatxon of eco:ystems, and revers;ng
ﬁasertlfxcatlon. The 1mportance of the partlcapatlen of all
1nst1tut1@n@ 1nvolved in d@velnpment at all levels within and
'outsxﬁe Africa is strongly suggesteda Your zeccmmendatlunﬁ,
honourable delegatas, for a plan ‘0of action for the impl-
ementatzon of Agenﬁa 21, as well as for Afrlea°s negat;ating
pos:i. tion with regarﬂ to the comrentlon agalmst &esertxf:.cat:.cm
wiil be an 1mportant step towards the march into the twenty»
first century..

M¥ Chairman,
Distinguished Delegates,

7 As we strive to strike a balance between economic lntegran

'tlen for the effectlva' exploztatlon and 'sustalnable
utilization of the xeq1on's resources, we nust s:mult&neouszy
ensume the axzstenca of an aﬂﬂquate supply of approprlatejy
sk1lled human.and 1nst1tutional resources to steer the desired
type of development.' Human resources ﬂevelopment must be
coupled with accelazated ﬂavelopment of 1nd1genous capaclty
in science and itechnalogy* which are central _to aconomic
transformation. In this connectioen, youfwill‘at ¥his'meé€3ﬁg
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‘namely: Programme for the implementation of the regionmal

framework for human resources development and utilization in
Africs and Progress raport on the establ;shment of an nfrican
fund for youth. You will also consxder a proposal by the
African hcademy of 8Bciences for an Afrlcan Eounﬂatlcn,f@r
Regearch and Development {AFRAND) that aims at prc;moting
ressarch and the espioitaticn of its fesults in the field of
the sciences. I have no doubt that yau will treat these
issues with the importance they deserve and make appropriate
recommendations to the Ministers.

The advanoement oE'wamen anﬂ their full integratx@n 1nto the
mainstream of the socio=-economic &avelmpment process is a
crucial aspect of our deveiopment efforts. The shear number

- of women 1n our countries, their potentlal and actual

contxlbutlon in economic activities make it imperatlve that
approprlate strategies for mch1aving this Qb}&ﬂthﬁ should be
jdentified and _impkemente&, The Abuja Declaratzon on
Participatory Development: The Role of Women in Africa in the
1996s is an :e.mpartant framework for acc@leratlng act:vmt:ras;
in suppert. of women. Increa:mng women's access to. cr@dxt is

vital to their econam;c and pulztlcal empawerment. In thig

regard, you'w;ll rQV1ewra prﬂgress report on the estabii&hmemt
of the Federatlon of Afrzcan Women Entrepreneurs and the
African Bank for Women both of which were xequested by the
last meating as strataglea for in:reas;ng,wemen ﬁ_gpeeﬂs to
credit. o

In 211 the policy issues that African countries will have
to grapple with in the coming years - whetlier fording_tégiomal
integration, promoting environmentally sustainable
developmeht" mobilizing financial resources; developing

infrastructures- theres is a cr1t1@a1 need for manaqerxal
. capaclty in the puklie and pr:vate sector,_ This reeognitlen

inspired the convening by UNECA of a reglanal cgnfexence on
pDevelopment in Africa: Thlrty years of ﬁxperlenae, @merglng
challenges and future pr;erltxes, last month. Th@ COnferenc@

adopted & sttataglc mgenﬂm for ﬂ&velopment manag@mtant 111

Afrieca in the 19%0s whlch haa baen presentea to you. The

;.atrategxa Agenda 1dent1f;93 ten prxorxty areas for amprov;ng
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specifies the roles that the public, private, and voluntary
sectors as well as regional and jnternational institutions
will be required to play.  The strategic Agenda is an
important initiative which memher States are called up to
'1mp1ement.-- ) ’ o

- ‘the development of regional infrastructure and the accom-
.- panying industrial development to facilitate regional economic
.‘integration as advocated by the Abuja Treaty is a strategic
objective that  has continued to be ' of concerniito the
Commission as witnessed by the call of the eighteenth:meeting
“of the ECA Conference of Ministers for the harmonization of
. the implementation of IDDA II and UNTACDA II. Distinguished
délagates will, therefore, ' review proposals  for the
harmonization of the two Decades which have already beem put
 before the Conference of African Ministers of Transport and
Communijcations and are now bafore you for conmsideration.

Mr. Chairman,
Honourable Delegates,

After the significant achievements of the Rio Conference on
Env:i.ro;mnent' and Development, other up-coming world conferences
are likely to draw keen interest=fand'-patticipation. The
Commission is encouraging African member States to use the
. opportunity offered to forge a consehisus- around ‘regicnal
igsues of 1mportance to them and te put them on the’ ‘global
‘agenda. In this conneat;on,_yon will review thg Commission's
involvement in the- preparétions:'df' a numbér‘ of" glecbal
conferences on issues that have significant iﬁplicatidns to
Africa's socio-economic dgvaiopmentiand to which hfriéa should
-participate at the highest5level'£rmm-a comﬂdhfp%sition.
Among such issues is ‘the problem 'of the%-cdntihuing
incongruence between the rate afseconomicigrpwth‘Enwjpop-
ulation increase which lies at the heart of the paf&iéience
of ‘mass poverty and environmental degradatlon 1n tha rag;on.
This issue was the focus of in-depth analys1s at: the Third
African Population Conference (APC 3) held at Dakar, sanegal,
in December 1992, and which: was convened in preparat;on for
the International Conference on Population and Development to
be held in Egypt in 1994. You will examine the Dakar/Ngor
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Declaration on population, family and sustainable development
which emanated from that Conference and is proposed ,for
submission %o the International Conference as the African
position on issues before the Conference. The recommendations
of the ECA Conference of Ministers on the Declaration which
focuses on the interrelatedness between demographic issues and
the state of socio-economic development and possible ways of
- breaking the - cycle of +the . deterioration of the human
condition, will be forwarded to the OAU gummit of the African
Heads of African State and Government in June 1993 for their
final endorsement befbre the global meeting. The Cthittee
‘will similarly review progress in the preparations of the
World Social Summit to be held in 1995 and the Fourth World
conference on Women to be held in 1995.

‘With regard to the ongoing talks on the liberalisation of
the world trade through the Uruguay round of the Generél
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) negotiations, their
possible outcome signals a mixed bag for developing countries
and Africa in particular. While the suggested liberalisation
of trade in textiles and agricultural commoditiss may be of
benefit to them, liberalisation in the service sector and in
the foreign registered firms would present unfai: competition
for develeping countries who are still at infént stage in
these areas. As delegates review the . report eomn .the
implications of the current Uruguay Round of_Negotiatibns on
africa's Trade, they might wish teo consider registering
Afriea's reservation on these possible cutcomes_ahd suggest
alternatives to the suggested provisions of the talks.

As members of the Committee are already aware, an Interna-
tional Conference on African Development is scheduled to be
~held in Tokye, Japan in October 1993, This Conference which
has been convened at the initiative of the.Government;Pf:Japgn
is co-sponsored by the United Nations and the Globai c@alition
for Africa.  Its purposa-is.touéustain internationﬁl_suppo;t
for Africa‘’s development. I believe that.“frbm our
deliberations at this meeting_@;strong message will.bé sent
to that Conference underlining Africa's need . for debt
reduction, .increased official development assistance and
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' access to the markets of ‘industrialized nations on improved
‘terms and conditions.

Mr Chairman,
Distinguished Delegates,

‘At the eighteenth meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers
in 1992, Ministers were keenly aware of the importance of
UNECA to remain at the forefront of strategiec/ thinking: and
‘bolicy innovations with regard to Africa's socio-economic
" development in the context of the emerging world order.
subsequently, by resolution: 726 (XVII), the Conference: had
called for the strengthening of the Commission to face the
‘challenges of the 1990s. This year, the hondurable delegates
will ‘review & progress report on the measures - that. the
- secretariat has initiated - in response to this resolution
entitled "“Restructuring and revitalization of the United
Nation:s stréngthening the Economic Commission for Africa to
face the challenges of the 193%0s".

In response to a provision of the same resclution, the sec-
retariat -has examined the grouping of conferences along
specific themes with a view to rationalizing them to minimize
duplication, consolidate resources and encourage participation
at the highest level. The secrétariat has prepared a report
entitled "Proposed new structure of the inter-governmental
© machinery of the Commission™. Similarly, a study by the

' secretariat on the strengthening and ratibnélization_of the
ECA-sponsored institutipns prépared in:respénse to the same
resolution is before delegates for review an&'appraisal.

Yet another area in which thé'sécretariatﬁhasfinvested
efforts in an attempt to strengthen its capacity is in the
improvement of the quality of its products including its
:"publications, communication with its constituencies, as well
- as in the professional develophent of its staff. The existing

mechanism for the :preparation of publication progxammes,.

calendars of conferences and meetings and.the=organiza£iqn of
conferences and meetings is being. improved and strengthened.
. Efforts will be made in future to build in mechanisms:- for
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in the. preduction .and distribution process. Attempts will
alsc be made to improve the axisting,info:mation.network
within the framework of a comprehensive communication strategy
for reaching the Commission's constituencies.

S8ince the eighteenth meeting, we have organigzed our pro—
‘gramme - activities ~inte ninme sub-programmes. = A key
consideration being to exercisse maximum impact in support of
the efforts of the member States to foster socio-economic
transformation. Ancther consideration has been to strengthen
desired synergy among sub-programmes. The Programme of Work
for the 1994-1995 biennium has, in turn, attempted to
operationalize the revised Medium-term Plan by strengthening
joint programming and formal working links with relevant
entities in Africa's development. Both the revised Medium-term
Plan 1992~1997 and the Programme of Work 1994-1995 which are
now before you, for review, reflect this new orientation

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished delegates,

I have spoken at some length about the need for mobilizing
resources for the development of member States. I must now
speakrto:UNEcn's regsource needs. The regular. budget of the
United Nations -the Commission's principal source of funding-
Yemains on: zero growth basis. on the other hand, the
extrabudgetary resources which have . played a significant

-+ complimentary role. in the past is declining rapidly.

" ‘Something has to be done.

UNECA has embarked on a dynamic new strategy for not only

‘gtrengthening its relations with its traditional funding

. partners of extrabudgetary activities, . but also in
' establishing new relatioms with potential donors along the
- game lines. We count on the member States, through their
representatives in this Conference, to come forward with their

‘support, thus demonstrating teo :the internationalfcommunity
that in spite of their persistent economic woes, they are
- first and foremost committed-to the wholesome principle of

- gelf-reliance in addition to the principle of cooperation.
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The ninth biennial pledging conference of the United Nations
Prust Fund for Africam Development (UNTFAD) will take place
during the nineteenth meeting of the ECA Conference of
Ministers. It will provide an excellent opportunity for the
member 8tates to show support for the activities of the
commission by pledging generously to its programme of
technical cooperation whiech, as mentioned earlier, has
suffered drastically from the shrinking of its rescurce base.

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished delegates,

The challenges ahead are enormous. The road to progress is
not paved with only rewards. Quite often, risks may be many.

‘But, if we can show the resolve and collectively rededicate

ourselves to Africa's development, we can triumph. UNECA
stands ready to play its part in this process of Africa’s self
renewal and collective commitment to progress. It is an
endeavour in which we must all join hands.

I wish you fruitful deliberations.




